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Alpha program

https://www.churchmilitant.com/main/generic/faq-alpha 

Here are some useful links to evaluations:
"Mic'd Up — What is ALPHA?"

"ALPHA and the New Evangelization," Paul Likoudis

"The ALPHA Course: An Evaluation," William J. Cork

"The Dangers of the ALPHA Course"

"Bad Teaching"
"ALPHA is Not Catholic"
The "ALPHA for Catholics" website is where you can find the names of all their supporters. In general, it seems to be a very Protestant approach to Christianity with a little Catholicism tacked on at the end.  

The aim of the ALPHA course seems to be to a "lowest common denominator" version of Christianity, with everyone affirming the absolute basics but leaving out issues like authority, the nature of justification, grace, the sacraments, the Eucharist, priesthood and so on.

We do not recommend the ALPHA program for use in Catholic settings.

 

Addendum:
TO: All Members of the Marian Catechist Apostolate

FROM: Raymond Leo Cardinal Burke, International Director of the Marian Catechist Apostolate

SUBJECT: Directive to Marian Catechists regarding the program "ALPHA in a Catholic Context"  

DATE: December 3, 2015

It has come to my attention that a program called "ALPHA in a Catholic Context" has been recommended to some Marian Catechists.

Having studied the program, both from the perspective of doctrine and methodology, I must make it clear that the program may not be used, in any form, in the Marian Catechist Apostolate and that Marian Catechists are not to become involved with it.

While, like so many similar programs, ALPHA may seem to offer a more attractive and effective form of evangelization and catechesis, it does not have the doctrinal and methodological foundations required for the teaching of the Catholic Faith. Marian Catechists should continue to use the Catechism of the Catholic Church, together with the courses of the Servant of God Father John A. Hardon, S.J., and my "Commentary on the General Directory for Catechesis."

I recall to all Marian Catechists the words of Pope Saint John Paul II in his Apostolic Letter "Novo Millennio Ineunte," regarding those who think that, before the challenge of a new evangelization, the Church needs to discover "some magic formula" or invent a "new program": "No, we shall not be saved by a formula but by a Person, and the assurance which he gives us: I am with you."

The saintly Pontiff reminded us that the program by which we are to address effectively the great spiritual challenges of our time is, in the end, Jesus Christ alive for us in the Church.
He explained:

The program already exists: It is the plan found in the Gospel and in the living Tradition, it is the same as ever. Ultimately, it has its center in Christ Himself, Who is to be known, loved and imitated, so that in Him we may live the life of the Trinity, and with Him transform history until its fulfillment in the heavenly Jerusalem. This is a program which does not change with shifts of times and cultures, even though it takes account of time and culture for the sake of true dialogue and effective communication. (No. 29)

The Servant of God Father John A. Hardon, S.J., understood profoundly the truth of Pope John Paul II's words and, through the spiritual and doctrinal formation of the Marian Catechist Apostolate, as he so faithfully and wisely developed it, Marian Catechists understand the same truth and are not allured or deceived by stories of a "magic formula" or a "new program." In short, Marian Catechists understand that our program is holiness of life which flows from a profound knowledge and ardent love of Christ Who is alive for us in the Church.

Mic'd Up — What is ALPHA?

https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/micd-up-what-is-alpha
By Michael Voris, January 29, 2016

ALPHA casts a wide net — but does it catch anything?
By Peter O'Dwyer
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WATCH NOW
There has been a slew of "hip" catechetical programs that have taken the Catholic world, but none of them have attained the success of a movement known as ALPHA.

ALPHA has been introduced to thousands of Catholic parishes in 70 countries. Despite its widespread use in the Church, it turns out ALPHA isn't even Catholic; it's protestant top-to-bottom.
ALPHA has its origins in Evangelical Anglicanism, but is now widely used by many denominations. It started in the late 1970s by London curate Charles Marnham. In 1990, Anglican cleric Nicky Gumbel took over the program, and it began to grow rapidly.

ALPHA consists of a meal, a talk, and then small-group discussions. Over the course of 10 weeks, the program purports to teach the "basics of Christianity."
The program is designed to appeal to as wide an audience as possible, and thus many of the fundamental teachings of numerous Christian groups are dropped. This leads to a vague experience. Core Catholic tenets like the sacraments, ecclesiology and the Blessed Virgin are omitted so as not to offend Protestants. Being of protestant origin, ALPHA for Catholics has to include an appendix to add on all the Catholic teachings that are left out of the "basics."

ALPHA falls short particularly with regard to sin and redemption. This leaves a major weakness in its program, as Christ's purpose in coming and His death and resurrection is not adequately explained. The program has also come under fire for its charismatic slant.

With excellent Catholic catechetical programs like the Marian Catechists, it's an open question why so many dioceses prefer ALPHA. Since it's used by such a wide variety of Protestants, it has been suggested it's an ecumenical ploy.
ALPHA, interestingly enough, receives intense criticism from some protestant groups for its affiliation with the Catholic Church, which they claim damages its value as an ecumenical tool.

Although parishes are hoping ALPHA will help teach the Faith and stem the hemorrhaging of Catholics from the Faith, its watered-down, protestantized program is unlikely to do so. Rather than leading people into the depths of Catholic understanding, it is a primer to lead people into Protestant denominations. As long as the hierarchy embraces these programs and ignores the rich catechesis available, the bleeding will continue.
8 of 54 readers’ comments
1. Before I became Catholic in 2011, I had attended a Four-Square Church following my service in the War in Iraq, and I was exposed to Alpha. And I knew, somehow, that I do not at all ascribe to any deliberate education on my part, that something was wrong. I had read the New International Bible in the Army, and one of the things I remember reading was John 6, and Alpha had omitted that part. Deliberately, it seemed. I thought, "If this was basic Christianity, then why did it not address John 6 at all?"
But, mainly it was Matthew 16:18 that led me to the Catholic faith. Because, I felt, that after 2,000 years, after scandal after heresy after scandal after war after plague after scandal after so-on and so on, that the Catholic Church is still here, and not dis-mattered like the other 40,000 other so-called Christian faiths, then Jesus must be onto something. That, and I got a Reverence for the Lord that I never felt in any non-Catholic parish. I crave reverence. And I've become more and more in love with the Church for it, in spite of the problems that it's currently experiencing. I have grown affectionate for our Blessed Mother, a woman I revere very highly as a model for humanity. I would never have gotten that from any other "religion."

2. Core Catholic tenets like the sacraments, ecclesiology and the Blessed Virgin are "omitted so as not to offend Protestants."
Not quite. Alpha originated in the Church of England. It deals with the tenets common to all Christian denominations, but doesn't deal with the sacraments or ecclesiology.

3. I have only had trouble with Catholics who are involved with Alpha. They don't understand the role of the church, sin, forgiveness, man's relationship with God among several other "basic" tenets of the Catholic faith. Honestly, these Catholics sound Protestant which I am very familiar with since I converted from Protestantism ten years ago.
4. Our priest kept advertising Alpha in the bulletin and kept asking me to lead it, but I kept refusing and asked him why we would do that since it's not Catholic. He kept trying to convince me, even showed me something where Scott Hahn had supposedly said it was a good thing. Finally I received the email that Cardinal Burke sent to all Marian Catechists against programs like Alpha and I forwarded that to my priest. Haven't heard a word or seen anything more about Alpha since. Probably most disturbing to me is that our priest is not one to accept non-Catholic things, he's always been diligent as to whether something jives with Catholic teaching or not. He is a faithful and holy priest, faithful to the Magisterium. But that and now the Unbound DVD series offered for a Lenten study. We can't stop praying for our priests, that's for sure, and we have to be ever watchful. I always pray for perseverance in the Truth, and for the courage to live it.

5. Thank you for covering this! Our parish offered ALPHA, we didn't partake, but I did notice the people that attended the program seemed to be rank and file Church of Nice. 

6. My church runs Alpha and I've always found it the most insipid, pointless waste of breath. I am stunned that is used in Catholic circles and wonder why on earth a Catholic parish, with all the riches at its disposal, would expend energy on it. It's like serving cold French fries when you have a banquet in the other room.

7. ALPHA: Apostasy Linking Protestant Heresies Always.
8. Have four parishes in our town. Two are ok; not great, but ok as far as NO churches go. No clown or Star Wars Masses for sure. No overt abuses; other than the usual (i.e. the handshake of peace; another protestant invention from the UK, I believe). One of those churches is even in the baby steps of beginning to offer the TLM, at least occasionally. I've signed on for that.
The other two churches, I'll only attend if I literally have NO other choice. I can't STAND them; even the architecture is terrible, and I'm being kind.

One of those other two started the ALPHA program, and some neighbors who are in that parish (working slowly on that!) were excited and showed me some material from ALPHA that they had been given or were going to use.

Having been blessed to be a once-a-week Perpetual Adorer (1 hour a week out of 24/7) since this out-of-town Church started it 20 years ago, I smelled a rat.

Took me less than 15 minutes, with NO trouble, on the computer to verify my gut instinct. Even BEFORE checking the computer, I told my friends I didn't trust it. Told my friends what I actually found, and I believe the pastor stopped it; at least that's my understanding.

What is it with the Church of Nice clerics? How could I as a laywoman, with no real training except CM (THANK GOD, truly!!!), and 1 hour a week (for 20 years this year) of Perpetual Adoration have NO problem sniffing this out? Don't answer that; we ALREADY know the answer.

Alpha is not Catholic. Why are Catholics afraid of professing the Faith in all its glory?
https://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/download-alpha-is-not-catholic
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/the-downloadalpha-is-not-catholic  

By Michael Voris, December 2, 2016
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Featured comment by Simon Rafe:

As a follow-up to the debate offered by Christopher Gawel; the original post on Fr Pullis' page was deleted. A further post on his page saying WHY the original post was deleted ("trolling and nastiness", apparently) was deleted. Repeated requests from myself for formal clarification on whether or not Fr Pullis retracted his accusation of criminal activity by ChurchMilitant were unanswered and repeatedly deleted. I was blocked (as were, I think, a number of other commentators).
All of that means the original offer for a face-to-face discussion (because social media is not the appropriate place) from Gawel has been deleted. But the offer was made.

I made a formal outreach via Facebook at 1001hrs Eastern. Because Gawel and I are not friends on FB (and unlikely would be in real life) I also sent the message to mutual friends and asked them to pass it along (to ensure the message did not go to spam and was missed). One of my friends did this. Gawel informed him that, yes, he had received the message and advised him to "not get involved".

I wrote to Gawel at 1425hrs Eastern saying I was aware he had seen the post, and that our audience was eager to see the live debate, and that I would report whatever his response was. As of the time of posting (1604hrs Eastern) no response has been forthcoming from Gawel.

In addition; I have received no confirmation of whether or not a retraction was intended vis-a-vis the accusation of criminal behavior by ChurchMilitant.com as of the time of this posting

4 of 34 readers’ comments
1. Unlike Protestant Alpha there are numerous real Catholic programs, like ChristLife, that lead participants to a personal encounter with Jesus but do it within the context of his Church and the sacraments that will be necessary to root that relationship and grow it.
So if you're the Catholic hierarchy the question remains why would you intentionally put people in a context other than one that would present the fullness of the faith since these are available?
And that's what we are discussing in this episode, the use of Protestant Alpha by Catholic hierarchy to evangelize in Catholic parishes when there are numerous Catholic programs that can do the same thing without leaving participants with a lopsided Protestant conversion imprint that will take years of hard work to undo, if ever.

PLEASE ASK YOUR PASTOR/DIOCESE THESE SIMPLE QUESTIONS
Does Alpha talk about the Church as Catholics understand it? NO
Does Alpha talk about the Eucharist as Catholics understand it? NO
Does Alpha talk about reconciliation as Catholics understand it? NO
Does Alpha talk about the Blessed Mother as Catholics understand it? NO
Or does it fail to mention all of these critical components of our faith and in fact focus on a “faith and bible” theology common to the Protestant tradition? YES
Aren’t Alpha participants given a lopsided charismatic Protestant conversion imprint by presenting only half the truth? YES

You are entitled to know the answers to these questions so please ask your pastor or diocese. These are simple questions that they should know but don't expect a response because the ones you see after the questions are the only ones they can truthfully give you!

2. Is ALPHA for Catholics?
By William J. Cork (summary excerpts)
An evaluation of Alpha materials reveals that Alpha does not offer simply "basic Christian truths" common to all, but presents specific teachings on the Church, the Sacraments, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit that constitute the theology of the Charismatic Protestantism which gave birth to Alpha.
Alpha leaves out five sacraments. And what it says about the remaining two is still problematic. In Questions of Life (a primary pamphlet used by Alpha), Baptism is mentioned in only one small paragraph which emphasizes that it is "a visible mark of being a member of the church." It “signifies” [emphasis added] cleansing from sin (Not “actually accomplishes” as in Catholic doctrine).

The Eucharist is presented in Reformed terms as a reminder of a past event, the sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross. It is also said to be an anticipation of heaven, a reminder of the unity of the Christians gathered, and a "look up" to Jesus, who is present "by His Spirit." Gumbel specifically rejects a sacrificial understanding of Eucharist in his discussion of the "priesthood of all believers." Christian leaders may be called "priests," but "not a sacrificing priest."
Significantly, "Holy Communion" is separated entirely from Church membership. Alpha is said to be evangelization of the unchurched, and Catholics are told to consider it as "precatechumenate," yet the weekend retreat (held about halfway through the course), is to conclude with "Communion" (and this before either the Church or Sacraments are ever mentioned in the course).
If we compare the amount of space given to different topics, we see that Alpha is not interested in giving "common Christian teaching" but is in fact advancing a specific theological agenda. Contrasting the one small paragraph on Baptism, and the two pages on "Holy Communion," with the 8 pages on “speaking in tongues” and 16 pages on "healing,"[16] we get a truer sense of what Alpha is about.

3. Ok. I finally finished watching the whole Download. Awesome work… Alpha is a GREAT program for converting Catholics into heretical Protestants. Brad, Michael, Christine, Simon, THANK YOU. 
4. Unfortunately Brad was correct, the Church is becoming more Protestant. 
Missing the Point — Entirely. And it has to be made clear.
https://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/vortex-missing-the-point-entirely?mc_cid=a87bcdab48&mc_eid=7c0b31649a
By Michael Voris, June 16, 2017
It doesn't happen very often, but every now and then the Church of Nice unveils itself completely, and it becomes lowing hanging fruit to pick off. Most of the time, the Church of Nice adherents speak in vague terms and wrap themselves in obscurities that can take in the unsuspecting. But, every so often, the truth slips through the cracks, as in a recent posting under one of our Download episodes from last December where we dissected Alpha to show you all the numerous red flags with it for Catholics.

The Alpha Program is all the craze, sweeping through the Church of Nice these days for turning Catholics into evangelizing machines or so it claims. Get fired up for Jesus. Have an "experience" of God. Don't get bogged down in all that boring teaching. It's all about your feelings and fire.

Alpha is classic evangelical Protestantism. Period. Even with a little dose of Catholic spin, the distinctly Protestant flavor of it cannot be hidden. So in the comments under The Download episode we aired last December on Alpha, the following comment appeared from "vickersonp:"

You guys are missing the point entirely. My wife and I are doing an Alpha course at the moment. I would have to say that I have never experienced God in as powerful a way as we experienced through the Holy Spirit weekend. As my wife has stated ... Alpha is not meant to make Catholics; it's meant to help people to meet God. What do you think that Jesus was doing when He was proclaiming the Gospel? Making Catholics? If what we are doing in the Catholic Church is so wonderful, why are people leaving in droves? Alpha lets people experience God!!! After that you can make Catholics. All the catechesis in the world will just bore people to death without a prior experience of God. Alpha turns bored Catholics into people excited about their faith who want to share it. Surely that can only be a good thing. Ye shall know them by their fruit. The fruit of Alpha is all good! I know because I was one of those bored Catholics.

If that doesn't make the exact point we have been making about Alpha since we first heard of its infiltration, I don't know what does.

Let's go through some of the assumptions behind this ill-informed comment. First: "I have never experienced God in as powerful a way as we experienced through the Holy Spirit weekend." Experience is about emotion evidently from the way he is phrasing this. That's all fine as far as it goes, but it doesn't go very far. If you are receiving Holy Communion each week, as well as some days in between and have no "experience" of God, then you have completely missed the point.

Catholics falling for the Alpha propaganda equate emotional excitement or stimulation with authentic experience. Almighty God cannot be closer to a person on this earth than when He presents Himself to them to be their Heavenly food. That is the definition of experiencing God. If you happen to have an emotional response to that or not has nothing to do with the reality.

Next: "As my wife has stated ... Alpha is not meant to make Catholics." Thank you for coming to the very point we have been making here at Church Militant for years. Yep, the current evangelization craze in the Church, evangelization, mind you, is not meant to make Catholics! Period. That's exactly why it was begun by a Protestant minister in England who does not believe the Catholic Church is the sole means of salvation.

"Alpha lets people experience God!!! After that you can make Catholics." So Catholics sit in this non-Catholic inspired, non-Catholic-making emotional workshop and then they go out and make Catholics? Right!

"What do you think that Jesus was doing when He was proclaiming the Gospel? Making Catholics?" That's exactly what He was doing. What do you think He was doing, making them feel good? If that's what He was doing, then the Son of God failed miserably, because they killed Him for what He was saying. Of course He was making Catholics. He established a Church and then commanded the first leaders of that Church to go out and teach. He also told those first leaders that they would be martyred for teaching the truth.
"All the catechesis in the world will just bore people to death without a prior experience of God." Wow. This statement is so profoundly stupid in its breadth, you don't even know where to begin. Divine Revelation in its fullness — God come to earth to tell us that we are destined to Hell but He has provided a means of escape and moreover a way to demonstrate our love for Him— that's boring?

The only reaction to that ignorance can be profound pity. Sir, you have been misled by a leadership in the Church that has kept from you the great beauty and glory and majesty of the Catholic Church. And in answer to your question, "If what we are doing in the Catholic Church is so wonderful, why are people leaving in droves?" Precisely because leaders are not doing what they should be doing.

People die for the Truth — hundreds of thousands of Catholics have committed themselves to torture or death over the centuries for love of The Truth — and that Truth is completely and utterly present in the Catholic Church. People have been martyred; tens of millions of others have completely dedicated their lives to the service of the Church to spread these "boring" teachings.

Do you realize the great insult that such a posture presents to the Apostles, the Apostolic Fathers, the Doctors, the Great Saints and the ordinary Catholics who are mostly anonymous? My own mother loved the Truth so much that she asked Jesus to send her a heavy Cross to save me from a life of horrible sin. She didn't ask to give up her life out of an emotional experience but out of knowledge of the Truth and dedication to it to her last breath.

Frankly, you are insulting every faithful Catholic down through the ages by calling the teachings revealed by Almighty God Himself, Divine Revelation, boring. You are a victim of the Church of Nice hierarchy and leadership and their Protestantized, feminized staffs and as a brother in Christ, you need to realize that.

You don't find the teachings boring; what you have found boring is the presentation of those teachings by poorly formed clerics who wouldn't know Catholicism from emotionalism if it hit them in the face. Have you ever heard of Venerable Abp. Fulton J. Sheen? Have you heard any of his recordings and his appeal to the intellect as he presents these Divine truths and their corollaries?

In all Catholic fraternity, I'm telling you, you have been misled and what you are now "experiencing" is the fruits of being misled all these years. Come back to the fullness and glory of the Faith — a person cannot have Christ apart from His Holy Bride, The Catholic Church.

They can have an emotional response to something in their psyche, but they can't have Christ.

6 of 270 readers’ comments
1. Truly brilliant Michael V.
Especially your concession that sure it's boring because It is not the Catholic Church ( and It's teachings ) that are boring but the way weak catholic clergy are presenting these beautiful / exciting catholic truths.
No one would ever dream of leaving Christ's Church if they truly knew that "The Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist is the Presence par excellence of Jesus Christ to the Catholic Church." (Paul VI)
In the tabernacle we have the Presence of the living Christ in our midst - a real physical Jesus who has NEVER left us. "My flesh is real flesh and my blood is real drink."
If a personal relationship with Jesus is the key then WHAT IS MORE PERSONAL than being united with Jesus via the Eucharist - the greatest gift God can give us, His Very Self?
If Jesus can hide His Godhead in Mary's womb and nine months later extract Himself --- his mother Mary remaining a virgin, He can certainly hide himself in a tiny piece of bread - the communion host - where His heart beats as truly as when He walked this very earth. "I am the living bread descended from heaven. Take you and eat. This is my body."
The heart of our Faith has been ripped from us, mainly, I say, because our priests no longer truly believe in this Real Presence. Proof: A priest, ANY priest, (save Religious Order priests) is rarely seen in private prayer ANYWHERE before this Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.
St. Augustine says: "To come to Him is to believe in Him". Even when preaching the importance of getting to know Jesus personally they 'forget' to include the best way of all by saying and POINTING to the tabernacle:
"Come here into His presence, spend time and get to know Him."
Pope Benedict said: "The Blessed Sacrament consoles the soul more than anything the world can offer."
What a treasure we Catholics have in Jesus. Nothing boring about it.

2. Alpha is fake evangelization, because:
1) They teach doctrines which are in opposition and in contrast to the true doctrines of the Divine Revelation.
2) They do not know and do not teach very fundamental truths contained in the Divine Revelation.
3. Does Alpha teach the sacraments, and how they are necessary for salvation? Does Alpha teach about Original Sin? Does Alpha teach about Purgatory? Does Alpha teach the four Marian dogmas? Does Alpha teach the authority of the pope as the supreme pontiff? Does Alpha teach that we should pray for the dead? Does Alpha teach that there are mortal sins and lesser, venial sins? Does Alpha teach that a valid ecclesiastical hierarchy MUST have Apostolic Succession?

If ALPHA doesn't teach those things, it is NOT Catholic.
4. From: Is ALPHA for Catholics? By William J. Cork, D. Min.

"The basic thrust of Alpha is to communicate the essentials of the Christian faith, with its understanding of God the Father, of Jesus Christ, his incarnation, death and resurrection, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. It is the historic faith expressed in the ancient creeds. Alpha is, therefore, compatible with Catholic teaching, but does not address the role of the Catholic Church in the proclamation of the gospel or in its teaching on the sacraments. In addition, the current teaching is deficient with respect to Catholic ecclesiology. [5]"
Conclusion
"Despite the commendable intent of Alpha to evangelize the unchurched by facilitating an initial encounter with Jesus Christ, we must conclude that even with a Catholic supplement, it remains deficient, and cannot be recommended for Catholic use. Alpha does not fulfill the expectations for Catholic catechesis and evangelization, and presents what Catholics must see as an impoverished and distorted Gospel. It is not "basic Christianity," but is Charismatic Protestantism. To tack Catholic elements to be tacked onto the end, especially issues of Church and Sacrament, denies the integral nature of Christian revelation."
5. With respect, no one is in much danger of becoming a St Therese and Padre Pio at Alpha. My Protestant children are currently doing a youth Alpha course and the focus is entirely on the Protestant Jesus of the feelings. When in reality Jesus is to be found in His church, and most specifically in the Blessed Sacrament.

6. My appreciation to you for reminding me to thank God for the rich teaching of the Catholic Church. This eternal "high" from an Alpha Program gives me the impression of substitute for other things of this world and not the real search for Christ. Especially be in a very drug laden culture as ours. I would get more in Adoration before the Lord in a few moments than I would in some program called Alpha. Besides when I look over what Church Militant and the videos from our Catholic teachers on YouTube who needs ALPHA. Are they nuts? 
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