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The words of the hymn “Amazing Grace” are not theologically Catholic
Amazing Grace
https://www.ewtn.com/vexperts/showmessage.asp?number=356377&Pg=Forum4&Pgnu=1&recnu=15
Mr. Keating, in your reply to Bob's post, you said, "I hope that you don't sing 'Amazing Grace'. Its doctrinal position is incompatible with Catholicism." I have read the lyrics and I'm not too sure what kind of problems there are. Could you please enlighten? Thanks. –Kevin, October 7, 2000
The lyrics of this Protestant hymn refer to receiving grace at "the hour I first believed." This refers to an adult conversion experience and implies the rejection of the efficacy of baptism, which confers grace even on infants who, not yet having reached the age of reason, are incapable of performing an act of faith. "Amazing Grace" implicitly denies Catholic teaching on baptism. 

Don't get me wrong: I like "Amazing Grace." It's a great hymn--for Protestants. It just doesn't belong in a Catholic setting because its theology is wrong. 

(Worse yet: If you're going to sing "Amazing Grace," at least keep to the lyrics as originally written. In many parishes the line that says "that saved a wretch like me" is changed to "that saved and set me free." There is a kind of dishonesty involved in such tinkering. Still, I don't think the hymn should be sung by Catholics at all.) -Karl Keating, October 8, 2000

Music at mass

http://www.ewtn.com/vexperts/showmessage.asp?Pgnu=1&Pg=Forum8&recnu=1&number=371921 

In the apologetics site it said the songs, Mary did you know***, and Amazing Grace doesn't reflect Catholic teaching. What words in each song does not reflect our teaching. These songs are sung at Mass all the time. -Kevin July 3, 2003
Sadly, it is true they are sung, as are others, all the time. 

Amazing Grace is coming out of the Protestant theological tradition and reflects its emphasis on sola gratia, grace alone. In verse one the text says "Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, That saved a wretch like me!" While this sounds very humble, and by itself appears inoffensive to Catholic ears, in light of the theological tradition it comes from it suggests the complete depravity of man which was at the root of Luther's theology. Catholic teaching rejects that. Human nature is wounded, but remains capable of natural good acts, that is, acts of natural virtue, both moral and intellectual, as opposed to supernatural virtue (which IS a gift from God). 

In keeping with that the Catholic must also reject verse two, which asserts that sanctifying grace is given with belief. "How precious did that grace appear, The hour I first believed." While a certain natural faith in the credibility of revelation disposes the person to request entrance into Christ's Church and to desire the "Amazing Grace" of Justification, sanctifying grace (actual justice), the grace of the theological virtues (faith, hope and charity), the supernatural moral virtues (without which a meritorious act, as opposed to an act of the natural man cannot be done) and the Gifts of the Holy Spirit (which perfect man) are communicated at Baptism, NOT "the hour I first believed." Granted a Catholic could read into that the hour of baptism, when supernatural faith is actually communicated, but that is not the intended meaning of the hymn, which reflects the theology that one must only "believe on the Lord Jesus" and one is granted salvation. Implied in the balance of the verses is the doctrine of Blessed Assurance, that "once saved" one's salvation is assured - a doctrine at serious odds with Scripture, and therefore Catholic teaching, and contrary to the good of man. 

Since there is an obligation to use only doctrinally sound hymns in the Liturgy, Amazing Grace is at best equivocal and at worse seriously contrary to the Catholic theology of grace. 

As for "Mary did you know", a similar situation pertains. It’s coming out of a theological tradition that tends to reduce Mary to an ordinary mother and wife, and eliminates her perpetual virginity and sinlessness. 
While the Church has not formally taught that Mary had detailed knowledge of Her Son's future, Our Lady would at minimum have known the Scriptures and what the Messiah would do and suffer. She certainly knew, from the Annunciation, Who her Son was and what His mission would be. In addition, a number of saints have had highly developed mystical lives from an early age (4, 5, 6 etc.), so it would be incongruous to suggest that Mary did not have mystical insights into the Scriptures, or even private revelations regarding the Divine plan. Indeed, later Catholic mystics affirm this conclusion of logic. 

Particularly troublesome is the verse, "Did you know that your baby boy, has come to make you new; this child that you delivered, will soon deliver you." It at least calls into question the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception, which teaches that in virtue of the Redemption, Mary was conceived without original sin. This occurred about 44 years prior to Calvary. So, while this verse correctly alludes to her need for redemption (in the sense understood by the Church as preservation from falling), it places it in the future, rather than the past (with regard to original sin and personal sin), and the present (she was also preserved from falling at every moment of her life). 

So, both songs are unfitting for Catholic use, as they at minimum call into question Catholic teaching, and if understood according to the lyricists' intention, teach contrary to it. -Colin B. Donovan STL, August 5, 2003

Amazing Grace

http://www.eternalworldtelevision.net/vexperts/showmessage.asp?number=413111&Pg=Forum8&Pgnu=1&recnu=9 

I've read past posts about the inappropriate use of the song "Amazing Grace" at mass, it being protestant in nature. I think it is the 2nd verse that is in question..."how precious did that grace appear, the hour I first believed". I don't get it. Why do we have such a problem with those lines? We need God's grace to believe so what's the big deal. This song is sung at just about every Catholic funeral I've attended and that particular troubling verse probably goes right over people's heads. Please explain. Thanks and God Bless. -Mary O., September 29, 2004

The grace of which the hymn is speaking is not "actual grace," which moves us to conversion, or the grace of faith, which moves us to believe, though not apart from the command of our own will accepting Christ's teaching, but justifying, sanctifying, grace. It is the grace by which we are saved by faith, as Protestants understand that. 

The problem is the implication that "the hour" in which grace is infused, is when "I believed." Catholic doctrine is that faith given preparatory to baptism does not confer grace, but that baptism infuses sanctifying grace, charity, Gifts of the Holy Spirit and the infused moral virtues, into the soul. A doctrinally incorrect hymn should not be used in the liturgy. If "when we sing we pray twice," when we sing such a hymn we err twice. This is not a good thing for Catholics to do. -Colin B. Donovan STL, October 25, 2004
Amazing Grace  
http://www.ewtn.com/v/experts/showresult.asp?RecNum=485239&Forums=0&Experts=8&Days=2006&Author=&Keyword=Amazing+Grace&pgnu=1&groupnum=0&record_bookmark=1&ORDER_BY_TXT=ORDER+BY+ReplyDate+DESC&start_at 
12-11-2006
I have been listening to Catholic radio for about a year now and I believe that during this time I have heard at least twice that the hymn Amazing Grace is not to be sung during the Mass. Can you confirm this? My reason for asking, is that this hymn has been sung at our mass twice rather recently, and if a correction needs to be made, I would like to ensure that the proper people know the Catholic Church’s stance on this hymn. The reason I believe it is not an accepted hymn is that it follows protestant teachings of "saved by faith alone". Any help you can give would be greatly appreciated. -Mondragon 

No authority has specifically decreed that Amazing Grace is not to be sung, but Church norms require that hymns be doctrinal correct and Amazing Grace has a wrong theology of justification, and therefore is incompatible with Catholic liturgy. The liturgy must express the Catholic faith, and it clearly does not, despite its popularity. -Colin B. Donovan STL  
Hymnody
http://www.ewtn.com/v/experts/showmessage_print.asp?number=508525&language=en  
07-09-2007/07-30-2007
Given the principle “lex orandi, lex credendi*,” how is it that we can sing the hymn “Amazing Grace,” at least in reference to the last phrase of the second verse? It goes: “…how precious did that grace appear, the hour I first believed.” To me, this bespeaks a theological opinion at odds with Catholicism, i.e., that grace appears when I can personally make an act of faith. The Church teaches, as you well know, that Baptism is the sacrament of faith and grace appears long before I can personally make an act of faith. In fact, the Catholic position far more emphasizes the gratuity of grace than this “believer’s only” attitude of Baptism. A baby can do nothing to earn or merit (sanctifying) grace; the baby cannot even make an act of faith. The hymn is even in the official Liturgy of the Hours (English edition). How can we pray this in song with any integrity (or again at least the second verse), when it contradicts our theology? What happened to “lex orandi, lex credendi”? -A
*As we pray, so we believe
As my previous answers on this hymn show, I am opposed to this usage as being very questionable, even if by some contortions a Catholic sense can be squeezed out of hymn written with individuals with a known reformed theology. It suggests both justification without baptism (the hour I first believed) and blessed assurance, that is, once saved always saved. As a personal testimony of an adult (not an infant), I don't think we need to look beyond that context, however.
As for being in the Liturgy of the Hours, it was done in the 70s, along with other questionable material (e.g. poems which may be edifying but are not sacred and liturgical, strictly speaking). I think future editions will be more discerning. -Colin B. Donovan STL  
Amazing Grace
http://www.ewtn.com/v/experts/showmessage.asp?number=507738&Pg=&Pgnu=&recnu= 

Question same as above

Answer by Fr. Robert J. Levis 7/2/2007
You are perfectly correct. Many, many prepping graces precede the final grace of Baptism. Maybe years of graces are given before the grace of the Sacrament of Baptism. –Fr. Bob Levis
Discussion on “Amazing Grace” in yahoogroup KonkaniCatholics Digest no. 1397, March 6, 2008 
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/KonkaniCatholics/conversations/topics/10225 March 5, 2008
Sub: Info on ‘Amazing Grace’
Deepak Ferrao wrote: 
During Mass and especially in the Lenten season, very often I have heard the hymn, "Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound", being sung. I heard that this particular hymn is from a Protestant source and it is not as per the Catholic teaching on certain aspects.

I would be grateful if someone could give information as to what exactly is the problem with this particular hymn, Deepak

Dear Deepak,

You said: "I heard that this particular hymn is from a Protestant source and it is not as per the Catholic teaching on certain aspects."

You are right in smelling a rat here despite the fact that the hymn has found its way into very many Catholic hymnals, especially those of private circulation which have never been approved by the competent authority for liturgical use.

The hymn "Amazing Grace" comes straight out of the Protestant theological tradition and clearly reflects its emphasis on "sola gratia" i.e., "grace alone".

The opening line reads, "Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me!"

Now this very much sounds like a humble confession and most Catholics couldn't possibly suspect the un-Catholic background behind it. In order to make it appear more innocent, there is often circulated the rumour that its author, John Newton wrote this hymn immediately after he was saved at sea. As a matter of fact, the slave trader wrote it many, many years later after becoming a minister in the Anglican Church at which time he was a "pronounced Calvinist" in his theology.

What does "pronounced Calvinism" imply? It means adherence to Calvin's doctrine of the inadmissibility of divine grace and the certitude of salvation, as well as those basic doctrines characteristic of Lutheranism.

It is from here that they draw their conclusion that we can, in this world, have absolute certainty of our final perseverance expressed by the famous "once saved, always saved" idea. This flatly contradicts the teaching of the Scriptures which clearly convey to us that salvation while being a free gift also requires the co-operation of the human will, which therefore can be forfeited.

The use of personal pronouns like "I, me and my" more than ten times in the text leads one to suspect that the author held the typically "reflexive" faith of Martin Luther which lays too much emphasis on the individual ("personal").

It is the Protestant theological tradition which suggests the complete depravity of man that is at the root of Luther's theology of justification. Catholic teaching rejects that because human nature though wounded, remains capable of natural good acts [that is, acts of natural virtue, both moral and intellectual, as opposed to supernatural virtue (which IS a gift from God)] and of coming to the knowledge of God with certainty through natural revelation.

The "grace" the hymn refers to is not the "actual grace," which moves us to conversion, or the grace of faith, which moves us to believe but the Protestant understanding of grace by which we are "saved by faith."

In keeping with that the Catholic must also reject verse two, which asserts that sanctifying grace is given with belief.

"How precious did that grace appear, the hour I first believed."

While a certain natural faith in the credibility of revelation disposes the person to request entrance into Christ's Church and to desire the "Amazing Grace" of Justification, sanctifying grace (actual justice), the grace of the theological virtues (faith, hope and charity), the supernatural moral virtues (without which a meritorious act, as opposed to an act of the natural man cannot be done) and the Gifts of the Holy Spirit (which perfect man) are communicated at Baptism, NOT at "the hour I first believed."

Granted a Catholic could read into that the hour of baptism, when supernatural faith is actually communicated, but that is not the intended meaning of the hymn, which reflects the theology that one must only "believe on the Lord Jesus" and one is granted salvation. Implied in the balance of the verses is the doctrine of Blessed Assurance, that "once saved" one's salvation is assured - a doctrine at serious odds with Scripture, and therefore Catholic teaching, and contrary to the good of man.

Since there is an obligation to use only doctrinally sound hymns in the Liturgy, Amazing Grace is at best equivocal (i.e., having more than one meanings) and at worse, seriously contrary to the Catholic theology of grace.

That summarizes it for you. -Austine Crasta, owner-moderator
Norisha Fernandes wrote: 
If you look at the hymn as a lay person, it is so meaningful. What is Protestant and catholic… can’t we just understand that we are all praising the same GOD?

For instance, I would like to share with you one of my experiences in the train. We had a big group of about 25 people... we were 2 Catholics, 1 Protestant, 1 Pentecostal, 2 “believers” (as in New Life Fellowship) and the remaining were all non-Catholics. We all used to all sing hymns in the morning and evening and even the non-Catholic girls joined in. Some of them even told me that in singing these songs, there is so much of peace. At that moment, a lady tapped me and asked me, “Are you singing these songs for the Catholic Jesus or the “believer” Jesus. I told her that JESUS is one and he is not divided between the Catholics and the Protestant or “believers”*. My question is “Can’t we people become one and proclaim to the world that our Jesus is one and is ready to accept everybody”?
*THE CATHOLIC JESUS IS NOT THE SAME AS THE PROTESTANT JESUS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_CATHOLIC_JESUS_IS_NOT_THE_SAME_AS_THE_PROTESTANT_JESUS.doc
Dear Norisha,

The question that you've asked is not a new question here. It has been asked in many different ways by a lot of people.

I myself have been asked this question countless times by ever so many people. And in my experience I've observed that this question generally comes from two kinds of people:

1. Those who have virtually no knowledge of Church history from the time of the Apostles to the present day, and

2. Those whose theological education has led them astray to believe in an "all-inclusive salvation", a "church" where anything goes, where anyone who proclaims "Jesus is Lord" is "saved", even if he/she is a non-Catholic, practising homosexual, etc., you name it.

Norisha, right from the time of the Apostles the Church has been extremely cautious against those who pervert the faith and mislead people in the name of Christ. Our Lord himself warned us that many would come in HIS NAME. Do you understand how important it is to watch out?

Scripture warns us many times about coming deceptions and the condemnation of those who are led away by them. Why? Because "they did not believe the truth" (2 Thessalonians 2:12). And deception is like its name, it is not easily perceived.

Did you really understand what I explained in my previous mail regarding "grace"? If you didn't, you need to know what Martin Luther said: "Be a sinner and sin﻿﻿ boldly,﻿﻿ but believe and﻿﻿ rejoice in Christ even more boldly, for he is victorious over sin, death, and the world."

Dear Norisha, this is NOT what the Scriptures would teach us. Instead it says that those who suffer in imitation of Christ have broken with sin (1 Peter 4:1). That kind of an arrogant Presumption about forgiveness is one of the six sins against the Holy Spirit. Yet Luther makes so bold as to say, "No sin will separate us from the Lamb, even though we commit fornication and murder a thousand times a day." (Enders, "Briefwechsel", III, 208). Does this surprise you? It should because we're not going to treat God's grace as something cheap (cf. Hebrews 10:26ff).

And that is the "lullaby effect" that that song creates on unsuspecting Catholics who sing it often.

Norisha, our faith is not only a matter of singing songs together as Protestants and Catholics and "feeling good". What happens when you come to the place where Jesus says, "Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in you"? Is it really a small matter to lay aside what Jesus says is our source of life (as the Protestants/ Pentecostals do)? And are the various divisions among Christians today only because of some very insignificant things? Or do we want to think that the Church is only the sum total of all the various Christians "churches" as though Christ didn't really leave us a true Church?

Here's what a Church document says:

"THE CHRISTIAN FAITHFUL ARE THEREFORE NOT PERMITTED TO IMAGINE THAT THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IS NOTHING MORE THAN A COLLECTION — DIVIDED, YET IN SOME WAY ONE — OF CHURCHES AND ECCLESIAL COMMUNITIES; NOR ARE THEY FREE TO HOLD THAT TODAY THE CHURCH OF CHRIST NOWHERE REALLY EXISTS, AND MUST BE CONSIDERED ONLY AS A GOAL WHICH ALL CHURCHES AND ECCLESIAL COMMUNITIES MUST STRIVE TO REACH." (Dominus Iesus, no. 17)

Norisha, this is something we are to believe with a divine and Catholic faith because Christ established only ONE CHURCH as "the pillar and mainstay of the truth" (1 Timothy 3:15) through which all Christian may receive the fullness of grace - the Catholic Church.

If you have friends who believe in Christ but do not believe in the Church, then think of it as a privilege to "gift" them this knowledge without which they will never arrive at the fullness of truth.

Austine Crasta, owner-moderator

Dear Norisha,

I agree with what Austine says that we cannot just say that "after all it is the same Jesus."

True that the Catholic Church does hope that someday all Christian denominations may be united but at the same time there are some tenets of faith that we absolutely cannot compromise on and that is what Austine rightly pointed out to you.

Also, if you read the joint declaration between the Catholic Church and Lutherans of 1997 you shall see how although we do agree on the primacy of grace we do not compromise on the aspect of free will and above all the primacy I would say of God rather than man.

In the end, all of Protestantism is extremely subjective which is a kind of idolatry of the self, though veiled.
Let me end with a quote from Augustine spoken about the heretics who wanted to re-baptize some Catholics: "You are our brothers even though you deny it because we love you with the same love of Jesus but you keep on calumniating us."

Let us pray for Christian unity but never at the expense of the Truth. -Fr. Caesar Albert Rego, Taiwan
Amazing Grace 

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/df/viewanswer.asp?QID=174
January 23, 2012

From what I understand, the song "AMAZING GRACE" is a Protestant song and is considered the Protestant anthem. Why in God's Holy Name is it played and sung in Catholic churches, especially during Holy Communion. How can this be allowed? I complained to the Grand Knight of our Knights of Columbus Council and he recommended that I bring it up to the Pastor of our parish. I feel this is traitorous to our Holy Catholic Faith and Church which always has been and still is being attacked from the outside and even worse from within. What do you recommend I do? –Kenneth
I recommend that you be careful about scrupulosity. Just because a hymn is written by a Protestant does not automatically make it problematic. After all, the Church officially teaches that truth can be found outside of the Catholic Church and where there is that truth to that degree, even if it is only a small grain of truth, we can agree with non-Catholics on that grain.

With that said, here are the lyrics:

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.

‘Twas Grace that taught my heart to fear.
And Grace, my fears relieved.
How precious did that Grace appear
The hour I first believed.

Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come;
'Tis Grace that brought me safe thus far
and Grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me.
His word my hope secures.
He will my shield and portion be,
As long as life endures.

Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail,
And mortal life shall cease,
I shall possess within the veil,
A life of joy and peace.

When we've been here ten thousand years
Bright shining as the sun.
We've no less days to sing God's praise
Than when we've first begun.

Most people against this hymn claim that it teaches Grace Alone. Indeed, since John Newton was a Calvinist, I am sure the Calvinist view, which is heretical, was on his mind.

The actual words of the hymn, however, are not really clear. At best the hymn is ambivalent and subtle when looking only at the words, and not considering the author's intent.

On the issue of Faith alone:

The Catholic Church, in her document, Ephesians, chapter 2:8-10 says:

"For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone be found boasting. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them." 

We cannot buy grace, we cannot earn grace. Grace by definition is a "free gift" of God. 

The controversy about Sola fide﻿ is really not so much about the grace part, inasmuch as it is about the faith part — the characteristics that someone with this faith will express in their lives.

St. James says:

(James 2:17-18, 24, 26) So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. But someone will say, "You have faith and I have works." Show me your faith apart from your works, and I by my works will show you my faith.

...You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone.﻿
...For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so faith apart from works is dead.﻿
There is no contradiction between St. Paul and St. James, which is why it is really puzzling that Martin Luther, a educated Catholic monk, could so easily misinterpret this.
Our salvation is by grace "through" faith, not works of the law. But what is faith? St. James says that "faith apart from works is dead", that is, if we have faith we will express that faith in the works of love.

 ﻿St. James was not talking about the works of the law as St. Paul was talking about.

Thus, St. James says that if we say we have faith, and do not express that faith in the works of love, then our so-called faith is dead. If our faith is dead, then we have no faith, and then we do not have the saving grace which requires faith as St. Paul says. It is apples and oranges here between St. Paul and St. James.

The Lutheran Church, by the way, in discussions with the Catholic Church, finally agreed, I think, that there is no conflict between the Catholic and Lutheran views. Finally after 450 years, the Lutherans finally saw that there were no contradictions between St. Paul and St. James.

Back to the hymn. Colin Donovan, from the EWTN Q&A, focuses on the intent of the author: [See pages 1, 2]
The bottom line: Unless the Church declares otherwise, it would appear that a person's personal opinion about Amazing Grace is up to personal conscience.

But, the suitability of this hymn for liturgy is a completely different matter. I agree with Mr. Colin's last paragraph.

I would certainly talk to your pastor about Amazing Grace being sung during Mass. You might also contact the bishop to get an official decision about this. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
Why in the world do Catholics sing "AMAZING GRACE" during Mass?

http://southernorderspage.blogspot.in/2010/06/why-in-world-do-catholics-sing-amazing.html
By Fr. Allan J. McDonald, June 10, 2010

Throughout my 30 years of priesthood, I've tried to connect people with our Catholic identity. The primary place that we experience our Catholic identity is at Mass. But when it comes to music at Mass in the last 40 years, Catholic identity has been thrown out the window with vapid songs like "Leaping the Mountains," "The Father Will Dance" and "On Eagle's Wings." I'm sorry if any of these are your favorites. We've also imported Protestant hymns into the Mass. Some of these are far better than the contemporary drivel we get from Catholic publishing houses, but still we need to be aware of the lyrics and if the theology contained in these are suitable for Catholic identity. 
Often we pick hymns for Mass that have easy to sing melodies. We don't look at the words and what that teaches the congregation who sings the words. 
One hymn that I actually like, because it is so singable and everyone knows it, is Amazing Grace! But watch the video and make comments on whether or not this song is suitable for our Catholic identity.
What's a pastor to do these days. Music is a sore point or a point of contention with so many people. If they like something, they are offended if you call the hymn into question or forbid it outright. Even our Catholic publishing companies give us hymn books with highly questionable lyrics to the hymns contained. 
This man (Michael Voris) may not be very ecumenical but he tells the truth. I prefer the truth!
[image: image1.png]



https://youtu.be/KL1TLJ1ftP0/https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KL1TLJ1ftP0&feature=youtu.be 05:26

Viewers have left 34 comments, many worth reading…
7 of 18 readers’ comments
1. Well, he is certainly correct about, "the hour I first believed." That is a Baptist sentiment. No Calvinist or Lutheran believes that, either. Regarding the "wretch" idea...Calvinist and other reformed Protestants believe in Total Depravity, which is ultimately un-Biblical. This has caused real struggle in many theologically well-educated Protestants who place great emphasis upon the discontinuity between God and man. And, indeed, even Paul and Augustine do not go easy on man regarding his sin and concupiscence. However, you cannot get around the first chapter of Romans, where Paul acknowledges the faculty in man for recognizing both God the Creator and man's own sin. This is perhaps the greatest theological divide between Protestants and Catholics...Imago Dei. No, Amazing Grace has no place in a Catholic Mass.
2. I have often wondered why this song is sung in a Catholic Mass or any catholic venue at all. 
A Baptist friend of mine asked me what I thought of this song, I told him it has a nice melody, but is theologically incorrect, and as a catholic I would refrain from singing this song. He look at me like I just got off a space ship from Mars. It did open the door for me to explain the Churches teaching on grace, and that God's love for us is not dependent on our acceptance. It did cause him to stop and think, I believe I was able to strike a nerve, and put a measure of doubt in his understanding of faith and grace. True ecumenism cannot be based upon accommodation; it has to be based upon the truth, the truth that has been given to us by our Lord through his apostles. To compromise is harmful not only to the souls of Catholics, but also to Protestants as well. God cannot be compromised; truth is truth, no matter how much it sometimes hurts. When the Church in the United States, regains a true Catholic identity, Catholics will return to Church, our colleges, will teach Catholic truths, and not secular lies, and cause division in the Church. This way to instill a strong Catholic identity starts with good catechism, and proper Catholic liturgical worship. Of course Bishops with guts would be a great help also.
3. Music used for Sacred Liturgy should be Sacred Music. Period. That means that not only is Amazing Grace inappropriate, most of what is sung in Mass today is inappropriate. Don't take my word for it, read it for yourself from an authority on the subject, the late Monsignor Schuler:
http://www.catholicliturgy.com/index.cfm/FuseAction/ArticleText/Index/65/SubIndex/117/ArticleIndex/32 
4. There are a few really good Protestant hymns that would fit Catholic devotional theology: "The Solid Rock," "Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross" (particularly), and "Abide with Me" come to mind. These are metrical hymns, but they have a powerful, theologically correct message. There are some other good Christological hymns, some of which are already in our hymnal. Protestant hymns generally tend toward the sentimental and individualistic, but there are some good ones.
5. "Abide with Me"...I am particularly fond of that song. "The Priests" rendition of it on their 1st Album in particular.
Interestingly enough I recall reading an article in a Traditionalist Newspaper about 3 years ago on the subject of music. The author’s contention was that the more one embraced the traditional faith, the more likely it will be that you will come to prefer classical music to the exclusion of other types. I remember scoffing at the time, as I listened to all manner and type of music, including but not limited to, classical. But over the past few years I have discovered the author was at least in part correct. Although I still listen to all manner and type, I have come to recognize the innate superiority of Classical Music compared to most other types and although I still am fairly broad in my listening habits with each passing day I find myself less inclined to the mindless rhythms of even the best of secular music.
6. Perhaps one of the most nauseating songs in the history of the world was that silly thing by Peter, Paul, and Mary, "Hymn." OMG! It used to get played at Protestant and ecumenical Communion services and weddings all through the 70's. It represents a complete turning on its head of Christ's statement, "wherever two or more of you are gathered, etc..." "The union of your spirits here has caused him to remain..." Please. Ah, the '70's. Communion in grad school classrooms at Vandy and Chicago with a loaf of French bread from down at Kroger and a jug of Gallo from Bucelli's grocery on the corner. This is back when "The Greening of America" and Hans Kung's stuff were required reading in "Contemporary Theology" classes. "Bridge Over Troubled Water" was another favorite "communion" hymn. Wait… I'm gonna' puke! Where is that dispensational Pepto-Bismol...
7. Gregorian Chant and polyphony are really the only appropriate things we should hear at Mass. And yet, we almost NEVER do. I wish Rome would do more about the issue of music. The hymns have to be minimalized and give Chant its rightful place during Mass. It's been long enough and people buy Chant CDs all the time now. It is the time for a renewal and reminder about Chant. In an age of internet technology it has never been easier to study and learn about Chant. The Church should give it a chance. Push it, and take something modern, like the net to teach, and apply it to something ancient, the Chants… a useful, organic example of the Church being open to the modern world and yet preserving and fostering ancient traditions via modern methods. 
Dave Armstrong, http://www.patheos.com/blogs/davearmstrong/2015/11/amazing-grace-anti-catholic-hymn.html, November 2, 2015, disagrees with Michael Voris and other Catholics on the hymn’s theological inappropriateness.
So too does Heidi Hess Saxton https://heidihesssaxton.blog/2007/10/05/amazing-grace-is-it-really/, January 2008, and http://www.catholiclane.com/amazing-grace-%E2%80%93-can-you-sing-itamazing-grace-%E2%80%93-can-you-sing-it/, April 19, 2011.

Follow the January 2010 discussion at http://forum.musicasacra.com/forum/discussion/2951/heretical-hymns/p1. 

Check out http://www.catholicconspiracy.com/actsoftheapostasy/2012/10/30/top-ten-rejected-catholic-hymns/. 
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