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JUNE 3, 2016
Anglican Nicky Gumbel’s Alpha Course endorsed by eminent Catholics
Alpha in a Catholic Context
http://alphausa.org/catholic/
Answering the call for the New Evangelization

Alpha is a tool for the New Evangelization that is being used by thousands of Catholic parishes in over 70 countries around the world. Alpha creates an environment and opportunity for an encounter with Jesus. As Pope Francis likes to say, it's a chance for "Jesus to find them.”

Alpha is also used by other denominations, introducing people to the life-changing message of Jesus. More than 27 million people have experienced Alpha. It attracts many people, especially youth, who ask, "Is there more to life than this?"

Our vision is to equip the clergy and laity to effectively proclaim Jesus, utilizing Alpha as a primary tool of evangelization. Focused on the Kerygma, we each experience a new and deeper life in Christ through a personal encounter with him. Focused on youth, those outside the Church or on the fringes of faith and lapsed Catholics, we journey with them to this new life in Christ and His Church. 

Alpha is offered by hundreds of parishes around the world, endorsed by Catholic Bishops and featured on the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops website - click here to view

 HYPERLINK "http://alphausa.org/s/USCCB_-_Alpha_one_of_the_Best_Evangelization_Methods.pdf" \t "_blank" .
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Endorsements

http://alphausa.org/catholic-endorsements 

"One of the advantages of Alpha is that it focuses on Kerygma. In the ancient Church, there was a clear distinction between the Kerygma and the Didache, the catechesis. The Kerygma was the starting point of faith, and the catechesis had to form the faith. But faith in itself blossoms only by hearing the Kerygma."
- Father Raniero Cantalamessa, Preacher to the Papal Household
"Alpha is without doubt a great experience of new evangelisation."

- Archbishop Rino Fisichella, President of the Pontifical Council for Promoting The New Evangelisation
"I recommend Alpha; an excellent method for the first proclamation of the gospel."

- Cardinal Raymundo Damasceno, President of the Brazilian Bishop's Conference and Archbishop of Aparecida
"Alpha is for meeting Jesus. What I like in all that I have seen and heard about Alpha is the simplicity. For me, the Christian life has something to do with simplicity, friendship, closeness and joy. That's what I feel about Alpha and I think that's a sign that it works and that it's given from the Lord."

- Cardinal Christoph Schönborn, Archbishop of Vienna, Austria
"I have had the privilege of participating in various Alphas in Quebec and have witnessed how lives are changed and how the participants are touched by the teachings, witnessing and fellowship experienced during the course. The method is simple yet very effective. Small groups are definitely a key role to the success of this tool of the New Evangelisation."

- Cardinal Gérald Lacroix, Archbishop of Quebec, Canada
"Our passion has been of Kerygmatic proclamation - the first announcement which leads a person to acknowledge Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior - by ordinary lay people in the ordinary life of the parish. We bear witness to you that wherever the name of Jesus is proclaimed with faith and love, together with listening and a simple and strong proclamation, the Lord accomplishes marvels; hearts are touched, lives are transformed, parish communities are renewed."

- Marc and Florence de Leyritz, Founders of Alpha France and Chairs of the Global Alpha Catholic Context Board
https://vimeo.com/channels/alphacatholic
The testimonies at this page are prefixed with this phrase, emphasis mine:

Alpha works in any context, even at a Catholic church. (!)
http://alphausa.org/catholic/:

National Director
Deacon Steve Mitchell, Permanent Deacon in the Archdiocese of Detroit catholics@alphausa.org
http://alphausa.org/catholic-board 

National Advisory Board
Meet our Catholic Advisory Board, made up of Bishops, Priests and Leaders who oversee and guide the work of Alpha in a Catholic Context across the United States.
Bishop Donald Hanchon, Auxiliary Bishop for the Archdiocese of Detroit and Titular Bishop of Orreomargo;
Father John Riccardo, Director of Evangelization for the Archdiocese of Detroit;

Dr. Ralph Martin, Consultor to the Pontifical Council for the New Evangelization and president of Renewal Ministries (www.renewalministries.net), an organization devoted to Catholic renewal and evangelization;
Most Rev. Michael Byrnes, Auxiliary Bishop for the Archdiocese of Detroit;
Deacon James Owens, Permanent Deacon in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia;

Deacon Bob Ervin, Permanent Deacon in the Archdiocese of Detroit;
Fr. James Mallon, Archdiocese of Halifax in Nova Scotia, Canada;
Dr. Mary Healy, associate professor of Scripture at Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit and senior fellow at the St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology;

Dr. Andrew Minto, Director of Graduate Theology at the Franciscan University of Steubenville;

Dr. Patricia Cooney-Hathaway, professor of Spirituality and Systematic Theology at Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit;

Dr. Michael Timmis of Detroit;
Mr. Francisco “Paco” Gavrilides, a full-time Instructor of Homiletics at Sacred Heart Major Seminary who serves as the Coordinator of Catholic Men’s Ministry in the Archdiocese of Detroit, MI. He is a Trustee of the National Fellowship of Catholic Men, a ministry of evangelization and spiritual renewal of men in the Church;

Mr. Neal Lozano, served The House of God’s Light, a Christian ecumenical community for over thirty-five years

Mr. Johnny Hom; and
Mr. Jeff Cavins
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