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                                   THE NEW AGE DANGERS OF “AYUSH” 

           AYUSH is the acronym for Ayurveda Yoga Unani Siddha and Homoeopathy.

These are five different traditions of complementary or alternative medicine, each as qualitatively different from the other -- in their origin as well as in the methodology of their application -- as chalk is from cheese, but united in the New Age.

We will not examine them individually in this article, as this writer has already written a simple article on Ayurveda, and extensively about Yoga and Homoeopathy; articles on the practices of Unani and Siddha will soon be available on this ministry’s website. The first four [Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani, Siddha] have their origins and background in indigenous herbal treatments, and a religious mythology that subscribes to an understanding of God, man, the purpose of his existence, the human body, sin, sickness, salvation, etc. that conflict with Judeo-Christian belief as revealed in the Bible.

Yoga is not a physical exercise but a meditation regimen that combines with Vedic teachings and has spiritual goals. Homoeopathy originated in Germany around 250 years ago, but its roots in India are so deep that some think that it is Indian. Its theories were influenced by the occult as well as by ancient Chinese philosophies like Confucianism and Taoism.

The AYUSH five make strange bedfellows, but in the New Age, nothing is impossible. Equally astonishing is that they are sometimes offered by allopathic medical doctors, or alongside allopathic medicine though they have no commonality with it.
Take this story in The Hindu of February 16, 2003, about Bangalore’s Dr. Isaac Mathai who "comes from a family with a tradition of homoeopathic practice spanning four decades… He took his M.D. in homoeopathy from the Hahnemann Post Graduate Institute of Homoeopathy, London. He worked as a physician for 10 years at Europe’s first and largest holistic health clinic- the Hale Clinic. He studied Chinese pulse diagnosis and acupuncture at the World Health Organization [WHO] Institute of Traditional Chinese Medicine in Nanking, China. At the Harvard Medical School in the U.S., he trained in the Mind-Body Medicine Programme. His dream of establishing a holistic healing centre in keeping with international standards for the mind-body-soul programme, fructified recently in ‘Soukya’ [in Sanskrit ‘well being’] on 30 acres at Whitefield, Bangalore, and showcases world-class facilities that apply traditional skills of healing. 

Soukya offers complementary therapies acupuncture, acupressure, aromatherapy, auriculotherapy, pranic healing, yoga therapy and zero balancing. Soukya is the only one of its kind in the world offering under one roof a combination of therapies ranging from ayurveda, homoeopathy, siddha, unani and allopathy."

AYURVEDA INC.

With globalisation, there is big money to be made in ayurveda. Ayurvedic products are an important source of foreign exchange for India. An “Intellectual Conclave on Ayurvedic Research Methodology and Formulations was held in Kochi in March 2004, jointly organized by the India’s number one exporter, Kerala Ayurveda Pharmacy Ltd. [KAPL] and the powerful Confederation of Indian Industries [CII]. 

Kerala as a popular tourist destination offers ‘health spas and ayurveda’ packages of which the foremost is KAPL’s Ayurved Gram Heritage Wellness Centre, where a package may cost upto Rs. 25,000.

Consumer healthcare products in the ayurvedic medicinal segment are growing at 30%, twice the pace of the industry growth rate, prompting the entry of allopathic pharmaceutical giants Cipla, Lupin, Ranbaxy, etc. in a market dominated by Himalaya, Dabur, Baidyanath, and Charak Pharma. 

[The earliest players were Dabur, Dodh Pappaswer, Kottakal, and Vaidya Nath, all founded between 1890 and 1910]. 

The latest entrant is the giant Hindustan Lever Limited [HLL]*, India’s largest Fast Moving Consumer Goods company who have opened AYUSH Therapy Centres [five of them in Chennai and four in Bangalore as of 2006], in collaboration with the Coimbatore-based Arya Vaidya Pharmacy. India is now covered by dozens of centres run by franchisees.

*Along with a wide range of ayurvedic treatments, the services at Hindustan Lever’s mushrooming AYUSH clinics include "yoga- to attain cosmic balance between body and soul," pranayama and meditation, according to an article on Bangalore’s “Holistic Health Clinics” in Simply South, October-December 2003.

The HLL-AYUSH brochure has on its front the picture of a woman in the classic padmasana [lotus] yoga pose with hands and fingers in the upadesa mudra.

AYUSHYA, CHANGANACHERRY, KOTTAYAM, KERALA
Catholics have been in the business long before HLL got into the act. From the http://www.ayushyamms.org website:
"AYUSHYA is a Centre for Healing and Integration. It was started in 1985 under the auspices of the Medical Mission Sisters, to promote Health, Healing and Wholeness. The Centre conducts regular training programmes in Non-Drug Therapies, and runs a daily clinic using various non-drug therapies for treatment of Physical, Psychological, Emotional and Spiritual maladies. A team of experts trained in Holistic Health and several non-drug therapies from the East and the West heads the clinic. Besides non-drug therapies, the team also provides counseling, group therapy, psychotherapy and emotional body work. 
The Centre is run by the Medical Mission Sisters, an international group of religious women whose foundress is Mother Anna Dengel from Austria. In 1925, Dr. Dengel, started this group of women with the goal of rendering professional medical care without distinction of religion, caste, creed or sex especially for Muslim women and children who were deprived of proper obstetrical and medical care at that time in India, now Pakistan. Medical Mission Sisters established well-equipped hospitals all over the world training the sisters in all medical fields. Later part of twentieth century other religious congregations also entered into medical service. With the scientific and technological advancement the nuns thought that their hospitals – such as the Holy Family Hospitals in Mumbai and Delhi, had turned out to be business centers from service centers where the poor found less and less access. So they decided to hand over the hospitals to other agencies. 
From 1970's onwards, the sisters moved out from institutions to be with the poor and to render health service not on physical cure only, but care for life in all its various dimensions. The idea of holistic approach to wellness/ healing/health was tried out as a new venture. An example of this experiment is AYUSHYA, started in 1985."
To summarize, the nuns gave up the use of scientific allopathic medicine for low cost alternative medicine much of which is steeped in ancient oriental philosophies, associated with pre-Christian religions and the occult, and incompatible with both allopathy as well as Biblical revelation.

We will see, using the MMS nuns as a case study, how AYUSH’s "non-drug therapies" and "holistic health" leads deeper into hardcore New Age. More from the AYUSHYA website:
HOLISTIC HEALTH 

A human being is considered in her/his totality of physical, mental, emotional, spiritual and social well being.

Holistic Health is integration of body, mind and spirit and with the entire creation.

MMS took a new turn in health care with the introduction of alternate and drugless therapies such as Oriental medicine, Therapeutic massage, Colour Therapy, Acupressure, Acupuncture, Meridian Massage, Chakra Balancing, Zone Therapy, Hand and Foot Reflexology, Touch for Health, Therapeutic Touch, Magneto Therapy, Neuro Muscular Massage Therapy, Auricular Therapy, Seed Point Stimulation Therapy, Intracutaneous, Needle Therapy, Vibrational Medicine, Bio Magnetic Touch Therapy, Biodynamic Massage, Craneo-Sacral Therapy, Polarity Therapy, One Brain Therapy, Crystal Healing, Pranic Healing, Reiki, Homeostasis Reality Therapy*, Brain Wave Therapy*, Stress Management, Psychotherapy, Emotional Bodywork, Spiritual Direction, Counseling*, Yoga and Meditation.  
Flower Essence, Herbal medicine and home remedies are also utilized for certain ailments.

Most of the patients depend on the doctors to heal themselves while the real cause of 97% illness is within. AYUSHYA Health Clinic provides treatment for different kinds of ailments of body, mind, and spirit. The clinic utilizes several non-drug therapies and energy medicine for treating acute and chronic illness.

Other methods of treatment for mental health are Journey into Self Discovery Programme, Pranic Psychotherapy, Life Guidance, Yoga and Retreats for individuals and groups.

"Yoga and Meditation Course will cover Asanas, Pranayama, Meditation and Relaxation Exercises etc., helpful for handling the stress and strain of daily life and promote health and well being."

The center offers an "Atmanubhava Soukhya Sadhana Dhyanam, a retreat based on Indian Spirituality and Bible."
*Homeostasis Reality Therapy [HRT], Counseling and Brain Wave Therapy 

Quoting again from the MMS nuns’ website:

"HRT is a system of clinical counseling and psychotherapy to deal with mental and emotional problems. This system is researched and devised in India by Dr. Berkmans Koyickal, Indian Clinical Psychologist who has done his study in USA. HRT is an innovative dynamic oriental system. It is a drugless, holistic treatment in which counseling and therapy are incorporated. Diagnosis is done with clinical tests in which high intensity symptoms and events of Fear, Loss, Anger and Guilt (FLAG emotions) are identified. The tests provide personal awareness and insight about the root causes of the problem as well. Based on the principles of laterisation of the brain, the inequilibrium experienced in the left and right hemispheres of the brain due to high intensity events in the clients' life from childhood to the present are diffused through counseling and therapeutic procedures. The brainwave synchronizer is effectively used for therapy. During the therapy the ALFA, BETA, DELTA, THETA brain waves are modulated with light and sound in the machine and the memory intensity of the event is reduced, thereby the problem/illness is healed. 

The client who has no belief in the system, non-cooperative, non communicative, violent, out of reality, blind or deaf and those who have had shock treatment (ECT) will not get the desired result from this treatment." 

From the above, it is clear that this oriental, non-drug treatment using pseudo-scientific jargon and dubious "scientific" instruments, is subjective -- the patient has got to "believe" in the system -- whereas allopathic treatment is objective and scientific, it works because under specific conditions two plus two always equals four.

If one does not "believe" in HRT, the therapy will give no result! It may be added that most alternative therapies are subjective, since they aim at holistically treating the mind and spirit of the human person, not just the body alone which is the case with allopathy. It is also established that there is no New Age practice that the nuns will not include in their holistic repertoire of so-called physical health remedies and mind-altering psycho-technologies, not forgetting that they have included spiritual courses such as "Spiritual Direction, Life Guidance and Retreats".

COUNSELING. WHAT THEY MEAN BY IT
"Counseling is often seen as enabling a person to handle psychological problems. Today, counseling has wider meaning. It is to help people to see the value systems they hold. Counseling enables one to become an integrated person and build good relationship between individuals and families. Stress and strain have become an unavoidable psychological reality due to the fluctuating economy, social pressure, comparisons and consumeristic values," their website explains.

From the practices that the Medical Mission Sister nuns propagate, one can easily imagine the secular, humanistic and relativistic "value systems" -- based on the philosophies and spiritual assumptions that underpin the listed therapies -- that are associated with their "counseling" programs.

This ministry has posted several articles on its website that compare worldly psychological counseling -- that is not just lacking in substance but potentially harmful – with Catholic pastoral counseling that includes spiritual wisdom from the Bible which is God’s own revelation for man’s total well-being. The series of articles explains Christian stress management and Christian treatment of sickness through counseling. Since New Age techniques completely ignore the reality of sin and its negative effects on a person’s physical, mental and spiritual wellness and his social relationships [holistic health], they are not just inadequate or falling woefully short of a solution to the patient’s problems, they even point the patient away from the truth of his condition, and therefore from the Christian solution to it. And so must be condemned.

Many of the "treatments" that the nuns at AYUSHYA provide are specified by name as New Age in the February 3, 2003 Vatican Document on the subject. Others are closely related to or are modifications or adaptations of the ones named.

Most of them in one way or another employ different forms of so-called "energy healing" using occult energies that have their foundation in ancient Hindu, Taoist or shamanistic societies. Those that are not yet explained in separate articles on this ministry’s website are referred to in other write-ups [or will be available soon as individual reports.]

The left-brain/right-brain problem is referred to in #2.1 of the referred Document, and explained in detail in my report on New Age in the CATHOLIC ASHRAMS. It is an important part of New Age thinking. The Document also deals with the holistic paradigm and with the subject of the universal or cosmic energy in several places, leaving no doubt as to their New Age nature. These issues are examined in several of my reports and articles.
THE AYUSHYA MEDICAL MISSION SISTERS TEAM

1. SR. ELIZA KUPPOZHACKEL eliza_kup@yahoo.co.in 

Holds a Masters degree in Social Work from Bombay University and Doctor of Alternative Medicine from the Open International University. Had training in Holistic health, Non Drug therapies, Energy Medicine, Psychotherapy and Emotional Bodywork from East and West. 

Certified Yoga Teacher from Bihar School of Yoga and also Kaivalyadham Yoga institute, Pune. Training in Transactional Analysis [TA] and Psychotherapy and worked as a consultant in TA to the Voluntary Health Association of India, Delhi. Training in Psychotherapy and Emotional Body work from the Institute for Studies in Psychotherapy and Emotional Body work, Toronto, Canada; Oriental Medicine and Auricular Therapy* from Asian Health Institute, Japan; Energy Healing and Vibrational Medicine from USA and Philippines.               *a type of acupuncture of the ear

Sr. Eliza was the Director of the Pranic Healing Foundation of Kerala from its inception [it was inaugurated by Master Choa Kok Sui himself in 1991] till 2005. She has 28 years of experience in giving training and healing in Holistic Health. At present Eliza is the Programme Coordinator of AYUSHYA where she also does Pranic Healing. 

2. SR. CELINE PARAMUNDIYIL  

B. Sc Nursing from Trichy and MA in Women Studies from Mother Teresa University Kodaikanal. Training in Counseling and Personality Development programme from Atmadarshan*, Patna. Attended workshops and exposure programme in USA and UK; Training in Pranic healing. She has 10 years experience in organizing children, youth and women…

Currently Celine is the Assistant Programme Coordinator of AYUSHYA. *from Fr. Joe Kunnumpuram, SJ., a “holistic system of psychotherapy" that he calls Awareness Meditative Relaxation [AMR].
3. SR. DEENA PHILIP MEDAYIL  
A Pharmacist by profession graduated from Christian Medical College Vellore. She did her studies in Counseling and Psychology at East Asian Pastoral Institute, Manila and Ateneo de Manila, Philippines. Later studied Spiritual Direction, Counseling and Psychotherapy using different approaches and methods at Sadhana Institute, Lonavla, Pune. She is specialized in HRT Counseling and Brain Wave Therapy at HRT Psychotherapeutic Foundation, Trivandrum and Aluva with Dr. Berkmans Koyickal- the deviser and Founder of HRT system of counseling coupled with Brain wave Therapy. Sr Deena is working as professional HRT counselor and Brain Wave Therapist at AYUSHYA for the last 12 years.  

4. SR. ALMA KIZHAKKEKKARA  
Trained Nurse Midwife and Nurses Tutor. Acquired training in Holistic Health from Bibwewadi, Pune, Counseling from Philippines. Training and experience in Non Drug Therapies - Acupressure, Crystal Healing, Vibrational Medicine and several others.  

5. SR. JOSEPHINE CARIPATHU  

A nurse midwife by profession. Training in Pranic Healing, Pranic Psychotherapy and Acupuncture. Training in Herbal medicine- identification of plants, preparation of Home Remedies - from CHAI, Hyderabad. 

In charge of herbal medicine and preparation of Home Remedies at AYUSHYA.  

6. SR. CLARE MUTHUKATTIL  
Holds a Masters in Theology with specialization in Spirituality and Counselling. Has experience in individual and Family counseling; gives Retreats to individuals and groups with integrated approach to body, mind, soul.  

7. SR. EMILY KOTTARAM  

Masters in Pastoral Counseling from Loyola University, Chicago, USA. Experience in Spiritual direction, Giving retreats, Family therapy and Counselling. Training in Pranic Healing, Reflexology.  

8. SR. MINI THOMAS relax@sancharnet.in
Basically trained as a Nurse and Midwife, Mini has training and experience in Herbal Medicine, Pranic Healing and Reflexology and currently in charge of the Herbal Garden of AYUSHYA.  

9. DR. SR. JOAN CHUNKAPURA MMS Asst. Programme coordinator 
OTHER INSTRUCTORS
SR. MARY SEBASTIAN Yoga Instructor, Diploma in Yoga Therapy from Vivekananda Yoga Instt., Bangalore

FR. JOSEPH, OFM. Cap.
S. J. ANAND and team

THE MMS PROVINCIAL: SR. MONCY VARIKATTU 

NOTE: Manila, the Philippines is the center for a number of institutes that offer different courses ranging from alternative therapies to psychology, and this is where many of our Indian nuns are sent for training. Manila also hosts the headquarters of the World Pranic Healing Foundation. The centers in the USA, Canada and Japan would fall into the same category. One has also to be wary of the so-called "Pastoral Counseling" courses* offered by Catholic colleges in India and abroad. There is every chance that they promote psycho-spiritual tools and techniques [the Enneagram, Jungian psychology] that lead to an erroneous personality typing of the individual or a spiritual guidance that directs the patient away from a genuine identification of the problem and a Christian solution that leads him or her to a closer relationship with Jesus Christ [John 10:10].             *Even CHAI, see page 5, offers such courses. See separate report on Counseling
The Bibwewadi, Pune, MMS center noted above is probably the major promoter of esoteric New Age therapies in the Church in India. It is dealt with in detail in the report on Holistic Health Centres.

IMPACT 

As part of their extension programmes they visit neighborhood families for "counseling, health consultation and prayer". 

Children from their neighborhood gather every month for "integration, training of personality development, skill development, social orientation and value education".

FOR CHILDREN: "We also organize programmes for their over all development through Yoga classes, Holiday camps and by providing Counseling."

They "organize women's groups and give awareness programmes". They "teach them alternative modes of treatment". "Income generating programmes and skill development are part of their training. Classes are planned for self-awareness, leadership training and social interaction to respond to atrocities in a holistic way leading to empowerment of women."

They "net work with other Institutions, Government, Charitable Trusts and NGOs."

They "are involved in health care in a wide variety of ways in several places - from hospital to community settings among sections of people who are in need of our services. Integrated health care, Holistic approach to health and low cost techniques are used in most of the areas. Response to HIV/AIDS through awareness programme is part of our mission. Victims of Chemical and Alcoholic addiction also has a place in most of our involvements. As we are more conscious of the ecological dimension of health/ healing, we integrate that aspect in all our mission endeavours. Increasing incidence of Alzheimer’s invite a few of our sisters to respond to them in specific ways. Keeping up the charism and interest of Anna Dengel, empowerment of women and children is a priority for us. Long aware of the vitally important relationship between justice and health we actively engage in alleviating injustices, exploitation and its effects. Skilled counseling is provided for children, adolescents, youth, women and mentally challenged persons".
"All our health care centers, clinics and hospitals focus on Holistic approach to health. Some of such involvements are through" Ayushya in Changanacherry, TREDA and Navachethana in Ernakulam, Snehanikethan Panackachira in Mundakayam, MMS Poothura, Ayushya in Ithithanam, IHM Hospital in Bharananganam, THRANI and Mampally in Thiruvananthapuram, Ushus, TRADA and Mochana in Kottayam, and CASS in Kudamaloor of Kottayam.

The Sisters are engaged in student/youth counseling in Deva Matha College, Kuravilangadu. 

Outside Kerala they are active in Reddiapatti and Kodaikanal in Tamil Nadu, TREDA at Bangalore in Karnataka; Amruth Health Centre at Selud in Chattisgarh, Pushpa Clinic at Roshni and Khandwa in Madhya Pradesh State.

CHAI AND THEIR MAGAZINE - ‘HEALTH ACTION’ – PROMOTERS OF AYUSH

I published a report dated 3.02.2000 on the activities of the Secunderabad, Andhra Pradesh-based CATHOLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION OF INDIA [CHAI] which vigorously promoted Pranic Healing and Reiki among other esoteric therapies and sold books on Pranic Healing, as well as a book written by C.W. Leadbeater, a thirty-third degree Freemason, which was meant for Pranic and Reiki healers. The CHAI report is shortly to be updated and posted on the website in combination with a detailed report on the Holistic Health Centers run by nuns and one on "The New Age in Vailankanni" where CHAI and the nuns of different organizations openly promoted occult and New Age at the Basilica of Our Lady of Health during an international Catholic programme attended by thousands of delegates, the 10th World Day of the Sick, in February 2002.

The Vailankanni report elicited a letter from the priest-director of CHAI* threatening this writer with legal action for libel and slander and defaming the name of the institution. But, it is evident that the Bishops have taken action on the basis of the report [CHAI is backed by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India], as funding to CHAI was reduced, and they completely stopped advertising for Pranic Healing and Reiki and the Freemasonry books. However, as my update will show, they have only diverted to promoting other areas of New Age alternative medicine. AYUSH is a hot favourite.

Health Action is the monthly magazine of CHAI.
In the January 2002 Cover Story, "East Meets West", the DIRECTOR of CHAI, *FR. SEBASTIAN OUSEPPARAMPIL himself, discusses yoga, hypnosis, chiropractic, biofeedback, acupuncture, visualization and holistic healing.

The article on Pranic Healing by SR. (DR.) ELIZA KUPPOZHACKEL MMS, the head of the Pranic Healing Foundation of Kerala, and founder of AYUSHYA, titled "Harmonizing Energy Flow" also mentions Reiki. 
It also carried an article titled "What is Holistic Health?" by SR. (DR.) CELINE PAYYAPILLY MMS, Director of the Bibwewadi, Pune, Holistic Health Centre.

Letters to the Editor as well as articles written by nuns from the dozens of Holistic Health Centres that have sprouted all over India are a common feature in the monthly. The August 2005 issue had an item "Health for all the Herbal Way" by G. Raju, Director, Gram Mooligai Co. Ltd., Bangalore. It explains "ayush, i.e. the Indian systems of medicine, ayurveda, siddha, unani and Tibetan medicine and homeopathy."
On May 3, 2006, I made a third visit to the Low Cost Holistic Health Centre* at Mogappair, Chennai, run by SR. MURIEL FERNANDEZ ICM. I found that the Centre has reproduced the teachings of "Carol Huss, Ph.D., Pune" [SR. CAROL HUSS ICM., is an American nun who led all the Indian ICM nuns out of their allopathic practice and into New Age medicine].

The list of holistic therapies on offer, as noted during my earlier two visits, had now been expanded to include Ayurveda, Siddha, Homoeopathy and Naturopathy [the earlier-missing components of AYUSH], plus acupuncture, hand reflexology, kinesiology, The Melchizedek Method, Therapeutic Massage, Crystal Healing, etc. The new glossy brochure shows a photograph of "pyramids and crystals" used in the treatments. *see report on Holistic Health Centres

PSYCHOTHERAPEUTIC COURSE FOR CHURCH PERSONNEL / DR. SR. ELIZA KUPPOZHACKEL, MMS
Against the above-titled report in the National News column of The Examiner, the Archdiocesan weekly of Bombay, August 5, 2006, I wrote to Editor, Fr. Anthony Charanghat.
From: prabhu To: editor@examinerindia.com; mail@examinerindia.com Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2006 10:54 AM

Subject: LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Sir, This refers to the News Report "Psychotherapeutic Course for Church Personnel" [The Examiner, August 5, 2006].
In January 2007, "Canadian expert psychotherapist and exponent of Emotional Bodywork, Dr. Daniel McDonald will conduct self-discovery sessions for various groups of Church ministers and professionals" at Ayushya in Changanacherry, Kerala.
Ayushya refers to "ayush", the acronym for Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy. 

The three-week long back-to-back programmes offer among other things Emotional Bodywork, and Dream Festival Workshops, for the "inner-healing" of repressed and damaged emotions. These are New Age therapies and practices. 

Though Biblical scripture is referred to in some of these courses, the contents are anything but Christian, ignoring the basic reality of man's sinful nature and the need of repentance for sin.

The Programme Co-ordinator Dr. Sr. Eliza Kuppozhackel, MMS of Kottayam has been the Director of the Pranic Healing Foundation of India- Kerala unit for 15 years, and is extensively trained in a range of New Age practices which she offers at her centre. I believe that your readers should be made aware of these facts to enable them to take the correct decisions.

Yours sincerely, Michael Prabhu, Chennai [SUBSCRIBER] [MY LETTER WAS NOT PUBLISHED]
Not to be published: Dear Fr. Anthony Charanghat,
In the year 2000, I submitted a 30-page report on the New Age Holistic Health Centres run by the MMS nuns at Bibwewadi, Pune and Mogappair, Chennai, to the concerned Bishops. At that time I did not have a website.
Now, on seeing the news item in The Examiner, I contacted Sr. Eliza Kuppozhackel personally over the telephone. She has also sent me printed matter concerning the January 2007 courses. A study of MMS literature and 6 hours of work on the internet visiting a large number of MMS websites has served to confirm my suspicions. I have prepared a fresh report which will analyse in complete detail the New Age aspects of about 30 different therapies and programmes offered by the MMS sisters. The report will be sent, as with the case of all my other reports, to the Bishops of the concerned dioceses and to the concerned CBCI Commissions- under copy to Sr. Eliza a few weeks from now.

It will also be uploaded on my website www.ephesians-511.net. Yours sincerely, Michael

NOTE: Sr. Eliza’s above advertisement targets "healers, counsellors, pastors, chaplains, lay ministers" etc. 

That is, the Catholic Church.
Quoting for the last time from the MMS website:

PARTICIPATION IN THE MINISTRIES WITH THE CHURCH 

We work in collaboration with the Church. We work in collaboration with the dioceses we are in. Special contribution in the field of health and development is made in almost all the dioceses of our involvement.

At present we are 650 members from 23 countries, involved in various healing ministries. In India there are 240 Sisters from different States. ALL THOSE WHO FEEL CALLED AND ARE INCLINED TO FOLLOW JESUS THE DIVINE HEALER THROUGH THE HEALING MISSION OF MMS, ARE WELCOME TO JOIN US!

In the light of the evidences presented above, and if one is to believe the Vatican Document on the New Age, one has to steer clear of the MMS congregation who are in no way connected with the healing mission of the Jesus Christ of the Bible. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

From: prabhu To: M.A. Joe Antony, SJ Sent: Thursday, April 24, 2008 5:37 PM Subject: LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir, I refer to the article "The Church and health care: staying relevant" by Dr. Shantanu Dutta*, National Director of Viva Network in The New Leader, April 1-15, 2008. 

The doctor recommends that the Church switch from the use of allopathic or Western medicine to Complementary/ Alternative/Traditional Medicine, and he prays that the Indian Church would set up an institution to promote these "folk" remedies. He argues that the United Nations' World Health Organisation has issued a charter to promote these cheaper, indigenous practices that include what is known as AYUSH: Ayurveda - Yoga- Unani - Siddha - Homoeopathy. 
The Holy See warns of the potential spiritual dangers of yoga in two Documents [dated October 15, 1989 and February 3, 2003] and of the New Age fad of Holistic Health using Alternative medicines [in the latter Document] which mentions herbal remedies in general and homoeopathy in particular. It would be fair on your part to let NL readers be aware of this.
Michael Prabhu, Subscriber, Chennai
From: prabhu To: M.A. Joe Antony, SJ Sent: Thursday, April 24, 2008 5:43 PM Subject: AYUSH

Dear Father Joe Antony, 
This is in respect of my earlier letter to you today:
I have made two attachments. In one attachment I have excerpted the relevant portion of Dr Shantanu's article.
The other attachment is a yet-to-be-completed article [AYUSH] that is to be shortly released by me. Regards, Michael
THE LETTER WAS PUBLISHED AS "I HOPE…" BY THE NEW LEADER JUNE 1-15, 2008
*From: prabhu To: M.A. Joe Antony, SJ Sent: Saturday, August 18, 2007 10:14 AM

Subject: LETTER TO THE EDITOR: Christians who are doctors... 

Dear Fr. Joe Antony, I was shocked to read some of Dr. Shantanu Dutta's statements [Christians who are doctors... NL of Aug 1-15, 2007, Cover Story] such as "When our Christian doctors blandly refuse to do abortions... they are often consigning the women to a hellish existence."

May I request him, in the light of Catholic teaching, to substitute the word "abortion" with "murder", and review his case?

He relates to the Western woman who "has the option to choose and act in several different ways according to her conscience."

This individual Western "conscience" has resulted in a relativist approach [for immediate personal benefit] to all pro-life issues resulting in an anti-life stance which our Popes have repeatedly condemned in the strongest terms. As opposed to this relativism, Catholic position on life is an absolute, based on the eternal Law, the Word of God in the Bible.

The individualistic and relativist approach to the "ethical dilemmas" that Dr. Dutta perceives has generated a highly-taxed [for social security benefits] aging Western society that is forced to offer incentives for parenting [even if it is out of wedlock, with greater rewards for single mothers] and encourage labour immigration to bolster their flagging economies which are threatened by the populous nations, China and India.

It has also resulted in a dishonest situation where abortion is promoted in the same breath as the skewed sex-ratio, caused by female foeticide and female infanticide, is lamented.

The West was founded, and once operated, on God's laws. No more. We cannot disturb a single stone in the structure of God's order without bringing the whole edifice down on our heads.

Yours sincerely, Michael Prabhu Subscriber, Chennai 600 028 
THE LETTER WAS PUBLISHED AS "WE CAN’T FOLLOW THEM" BY THE NEW LEADER OCTOBER 1-15, 2007
