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A HOLY MASS FREE FROM LITURGICAL ERRORS
THE NUPTIAL MASS OF BERTILLA FERNANDO AND VIMAL PRABHU ON SATURDAY, JUNE 20, 2015
AT THE CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF LIGHT (LUZ)

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD WILL BE THAT OF THE 12TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR “B”

Celebrant: Rev. Fr. C.C. Ambrose
For the past many years, we have never attended a wedding (or funeral or any other) Mass in our Archdiocese that was completely free from liturgical errors/abuses/aberrations. All Masses have disregarded the prescribed rubrics of the Church, and the priests as well as the lay organisers have used every possible occasion during the Holy Sacrifice to innovate and to entertain. We have made many representations to the priests concerned and to our Archbishop, both orally as well as in writing (see the link to the LITURGY section on my web site on page 5), but they have made little or no impact. It is not only the choirs, the lectors and the faithful who are ignorant of what may and may not be done at Mass, but also the priests themselves (and they have shown that they certainly do not want to be advised on these issues by laity like me.)
Accordingly, for the nuptial Mass of our son, I was very concerned that the service be free from even the littlest error, and with the assistance of Anna and Valentine Coelho and their very knowledgeable 14-year-old daughter Shaheen from Goa, and Fr. David from Hyderabad, I worked out the broad guidelines for the Mass. 
Anna and Vally are (among other things) a Natural Family Planning and Marriage Encounter and Couples for Christ team couple who have three sons in the seminary; Shaheen is in a convent. They are conservative Catholics who are totally faithful to Church teaching in all areas including the liturgy. 

Shaheen played her violin along with the choir in church, and also at the reception when her dad and mum chanted a hymn of blessing over the newly-wed couple (in place of the customary “toast” with cake and wine.)
We carefully avoided selecting, as is often done at weddings, fancy Scripture passages for the Readings and the Gospel, and instead elected to adhere to the Liturgy of the Word of the following Sunday.

One of the dangers of awarding reading roles to people who want to be given importance is that they are very often unfamiliar with Scripture and do not proclaim the Word as they ought to but instead read with bad pronunciation, poor accent and wrong emphases. Well, that is sadly what happened in one instance at this Mass too.

If there was one more thing that I would have liked to have ensured, it would have been to encourage at least the immediate family of the bride and groom to kneel and receive Holy Communion on the tongue instead of in the hand.
But I had met a motor accident and broken my collar-bone ten days before the wedding and I was limited by that as well as a hand and foot injury in my communications and movements.

However, the unsolicited feedback that we received from the priest and the faithful was that it was a very prayerful, “holy” Mass, completely devoid of secular embellishments and entertainment.

(I should mention that there was no “lucky” (superstitious) horseshoe on the wedding limousine, and definitely no “something old, something new, something borrowed, something blue” for the bride.) 
Fr. C.C. Ambrose, the parish priest of St. Mark’s Church, Adambakkam, Chennai, who is also related to me through marriage, very kindly agreed to celebrate the nuptial Mass for us despite this long “advisory” provided to him by me.

We are also grateful to Rohith Fernandes, my first cousin’s son, whose choir played and sang to glorify the Lord.
As per the rubrics, four hymns (those underlined) must either all be sung/chanted or all be recited. 

In those four cases, the rubrics require that “the text may not be replaced by any other”.

THE WEDDING PROCESSION
It will be led from the entrance of the church to the altar by the celebrant who will be followed by the couple, each escorted by their parents, and then the best man, bridesmaids and others. 
JOHANN PACHELBEL’S CANON IN D MAJOR - INSTRUMENTAL https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pachelbel%27s_Canon 
THERE WILL BE NO ENTRANCE HYMN AND DEFINITELY NO PLAYING OF “HERE COMES THE BRIDE”
INTRODUCTORY RITES
Once the CELEBRANT pronounces the initial blessing there will be no personal greetings to the congregation or to the couple.

THE PENITENTIAL RITE (See the update at the end of the present file)
THE CONFITEOR

It will be recited.

The CHOIR will sing “Kyrie Eleison, Lord have mercy” 
THE GLORIA
The CHOIR will sing “Glory to God in the highest”
The text of this hymn may not be replaced by any other: 
Glory to God in the highest,

And on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, Almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

You take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;

You take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;

You are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,

With the Holy Spirit,

In the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
THE COLLECT (OPENING PRAYER)

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

THE FIRST READING

There will be no “Introduction”. Before commencing reading, the lector does not announce “The First Reading”.

A reading from the Book of Job, chapter 38, verses 1, 8 to 11.
After proclaiming the Word of God, the lector pauses in reflective silence for a few seconds.

Then the lector says “The Word of the Lord”, not “This is the Word of the Lord”.
THE RESPONSORIAL PSALM
(Psalm 106 [107]: 1, 23-26, 28-31) 
The Psalm will be chanted a Capella (no music accompaniment)
RESPONSE: O give thanks to the Lord, for his love endures forever.
Some sailed to the sea in ships

To trade on the mighty waters.

These men have seen the Lord’s deeds,

The wonders he does in the deep.
RESPONSE: O give thanks to the Lord, for his love endures forever.

For he spoke; he summoned the gale,

Tossing the waves of the sea

Up to heaven and back into the deep;

Their soul melted away in their distress

RESPONSE: O give thanks to the Lord, for his love endures forever.

Then they cried to the Lord in their need

And he rescued them from their distress.

He stilled the storm to a whisper; 

All the waves of the sea were hushed.

RESPONSE: O give thanks to the Lord, for his love endures forever.

They rejoiced because of the calm

And he led them to the haven they desired.

Let them thank the Lord for his love,

The wonders he does for men.

RESPONSE: O give thanks to the Lord, for his love endures forever.

THE SECOND READING

There will be no “Introduction”.  Before commencing reading, the lector does not announce “The Second Reading”.

A reading from the Second Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians, chapter 5, verses 14 to 17.
After proclaiming the Word of God, the lector pauses in reflective silence for a few seconds.

Then the lector says “The Word of the Lord”, not “This is the Word of the Lord”.
The lector then says “Please stand” and not “Please stand for the Acclamation”.

After the congregation has risen to its feet, the CHOIR starts to sing the hymn
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, to the Lamb

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, by the blood of Christ we stand…
THE GOSPEL

St. Mark 4: 35-41
THE HOMILY

Rev. Fr. C.C. Ambrose

THE MARRIAGE RITE

After the Sacrament, the blessing and exchange of rings, etc., the CHOIR will sing the Song of Ruth (Ruth 1:16-17).
THE PROFESSION OF FAITH/THE CREDO

It will be recited.
THE PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL OR THE UNIVERSAL PRAYER
For the 12th Sunday in Ordinary time, year “B” 

(A prayer for the newly-married couple may be included by the celebrant)
1. We pray for our Holy Father, Pope Francis, that the Lord may bestow on him His wisdom and grace to feed and tend His flock on earth and faithfully carry out the mission Christ entrusted to him. We pray also for our Bishop George Antonysamy and all the bishops to remain faithful to the teachings of the Church and thus guide the religious and lay faithful entrusted to their care.

2. Let us pray for our civic leaders that they may understand that their authority is one of honest and diligent service toward even the least of our brethren so as to be instrumental in establishing the Kingdom of Christ on earth.

3. We pray for the sick and suffering all those who need healing of body, mind, heart, and spirit that they may, in faith, join their suffering to the passion of Jesus and joyfully accept God’s will in their lives.

4. We pray for Vimal and Bertilla and all married couples to honour their union and understand that their marriages are covenants, sacred and holy. May they love and respect each other especially in times of challenges and struggles and give of themselves freely, fully, faithfully and fruitfully so that they may mirror God’s love to the world.

5. Let us pray for the families of Vimal and Bertilla - that all the living members may live in faith, hope and love, and that God in His mercy may soon receive their deceased members into His Kingdom.

6. Let us now pray for each one of us here, that we may grow in our faith and share our faith with those around us so that we may be faithful followers of Christ our King.

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

THE OFFERTORY

There will be no offertory procession.

The newly-married couple may present the bread and wine.

The CHOIR will sing “All that I am, all that I have…” 
THE SANCTUS

The CHOIR will sing “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord…” 
THE PROCLAMATION OF FAITH

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your death O Lord, until you come again.
THE DOXOLOGY
It will be chanted or recited by the CELEBRANT.

In response, the CHOIR may sing “The Great Amen”.

THE COMMUNION RITE

THE PATER NOSTER

After the Great Amen is sung (or recited), the CELEBRANT will wait till the congregation rises before inviting them to join in the Lord’s Prayer.
The Our Father will be recited, not sung.

Those in the congregation who read these sheets are requested not to raise their hands in the orans position in imitation of the celebrant while reciting the Lord’s Prayer. To do so is a liturgical abuse. 
NUPTIAL BLESSING BY THE CELEBRANT
EXCHANGE OF THE SIGN OF PEACE

The CELEBRANT and CHOIR will wait till the sign of peace is exchanged before
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

THE AGNUS DEI

The CHOIR will sing “O Lamb of God…” 
HOLY COMMUNION

The CELEBRANT will announce that non-Christians and those Christians who are members of churches that are not in union with Rome may refrain from receiving Holy Communion.

The CHOIR will first sing “O Sacrament most holy, O Sacrament divine…” thrice
After a brief silence, the CHOIR may sing just one or two verses of “The Lord’s my shepherd…”

The CELEBRANT and the CHOIR will then allow two or three minutes for silent prayer before
THE FINAL BLESSING
THE SIGNING OF THE REGISTER
It is not to be done at the altar but at a separate table.

The CHOIR may play sacred instrumental music of their choice during the ceremony.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
The CHOIR will sing “Ave Maria, Gratia Plena…”
The Wedding March is secular music and may not be played in church.
Concerning the music accompaniment on the keyboard, “beats” are to be completely avoided, and for the hymns there must be no pre-ludes, inter-ludes and post-ludes as far as possible.
There is to be no “welcome address”, “vote of thanks” or applause at any time before, during as well as after the service inside the church. 

If there is no large, clearly visible crucified image of Christ behind the altar, there must be a crucifix on the altar during the nuptial (or any) Mass. 
The decorations and flowers on and around the altar should not obscure the priest who is celebrating Holy Mass or the sacred vessels and priest’s actions at the altar.
The lectors must avoid using pamphlets to proclaim the two readings of the Word of God and they must use the ambo or lectern for proclamation from the Lectionary. 
Female lectors and choir members, bride’s maids and flower girls are expected to dress modestly (sleeveless dress and blouses are forbidden) and not be attired in revealing clothes, remembering that the Holy Mass is the commemoration of the death of Jesus Christ on the cross to save us from sin and eternal damnation.

Catholics are expected to be faithful to the rubrics of the liturgy as in the GIRM (General Instruction of the Roman Missal) and related Church Documents on Sacred Music and the Liturgy (see page 5).  

Weddings are joyful occasions but Catholics do not have a licence to chit-chat and converse during Holy Mass as well as before and after the service inside the church. 
Catholics are expected to be aware at all times of the Real Presence of Christ in the Tabernacle.
Remember that there are non-Catholics and non-Christians present at most nuptial Masses and this is an opportunity to be true Catholic witnesses to them.  
UPDATE NOVEMBER 10, 2015

I am grateful to Fr. Francis Lobo C.Ss.R for bringing to my attention that there was an error in the nuptial Mass and in the original file (see page 2): There is NO penitential rite in the wedding Mass, see https://www.ewtn.com/library/Liturgy/zlitur226.htm, http://forum.musicasacra.com/forum/discussion/7242/kyrie-when-penitential-rite-is-omitted/p1, http://catholicweddinghelp.com/topics/order-wedding-with-mass.htm.   
SOME CHURCH DOCUMENTS AT MY WEB SITE CONCERNING THE LITURGY
TRA LE SOLLECITUDINI – MOTU PROPRIO OF POPE PIUS X ON SACRED MUSIC PIUS X NOVEMBER 22, 1903
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TRA_LE_SOLLECITUDINI.doc
MEDIATOR DEI-ENCYCLICAL OF POPE PIUS XII ON THE SACRED LITURGY PIUS XII NOVEMBER 20, 1947

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MEDIATOR_DEI-ENCYCLICAL_OF_POPE_PIUS_XII_ON_THE_SACRED_LITURGY.doc
SACROSANCTUM CONCILIUM-CONSTITUTION ON THE SACRED LITURGY PAUL VI DECEMBER 4, 1963
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SACROSANCTUM_CONCILIUM.doc
MUSICAM SACRAM AND COMPILED INFORMATION ON SACRED MUSIC - INSTRUCTION ON MUSIC IN THE LITURGY PAUL VI MARCH 5, 1967
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MUSICAM_SACRAM_AND_COMPILED_INFORMATION_ON_SACRED_MUSIC.doc
LITURGIAM AUTHENTICAM AND COMPILED INFORMATION-FOR THE RIGHT IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE CONSTITUTION ON THE SACRED LITURGY OF THE SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL CONGREGATION OF DIVINE WORSHIP MARCH 28, 2001
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/LITURGIAM_AUTHENTICAM_AND_COMPILED_INFORMATION.doc
CHIROGRAPH ON SACRED MUSIC JOHN PAUL II NOVEMBER 22, 2003
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHIROGRAPH_ON_SACRED_MUSIC.doc
REDEMPTIONIS SACRAMENTUM AND COMPILED INFORMATION-ON CERTAIN MATTERS TO BE OBSERVED OR TO BE AVOIDED REGARDING THE MOST HOLY EUCHARIST CONGREGATION OF DIVINE WORSHIP APRIL 23, 2004
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/REDEMPTIONIS_SACRAMENTUM_AND_COMPILED_INFORMATION.doc
SACRAMENTUM CARITATIS AND COMPILED INFORMATION-ON THE EUCHARIST AS THE SOURCE AND SUMMIT OF THE CHURCH'S LIFE AND MISSION BENEDICT XVI FEBRUARY 22, 2007
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SACRAMENTUM_CARITATIS_AND_COMPILED_INFORMATION.doc
KEYS FOR INTERPRETING LITURGICAL DOCUMENTS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/KEYS_FOR_INTERPRETING_LITURGICAL_DOCUMENTS.doc
LITURGY AND LITURGICAL ABUSE 
http://www.ephesians-511.net/liturgical-abuse.htm
More than 50 articles, reports and compilations that will benefit the faithful, lectors, choir members, cantors, catechists, priests, and even Bishops.
