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Aizawl bishop Stephen Rotluanga with his nude paintings
[image: image5.jpg]i METAMORPHOSE

I
A Catholic Ministry for Exposing the Truth about Alternative Medicine, the Occult in Reiki &
Pranic Healing and Orlental Spirtual Exercises of the New Age Movement
" queries and detailed information, please call on MICHAEL PRABHU.

MICHAEL PRABHU, #12, Dawn Apartments, 22, Leith Castle South Street, Chennal 600 028, INDIA.
inet  website : wiww.cphesians-511.net

FROMDARKNESS TOLIGHT  Phone : +91 (44) 24611606, ~e-mail : michaclprabhu@vs




Nude figures, Mizo bishop's tribute to God

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2009-07-29/guwahati/28156430_1_paintings-god-nude-figures
By Sangzuala Hmar, TNN, July 29, 2009

AIZAWL: He draws nude pictures of men and women and calls his paintings "human figures created by God." He has earned a name for himself and believes that he is showing God's beautiful creations (humans) as they are through his paintings.

Meet Rev. Stephen Rotluanga, bishop of Aizawl Diocese, who has pledged his life to the service of God and is continuing with his good work in fine arts at the same time. For him, God is the "greatest artist" whose glorious creation are humans.

"Human figures are my favourite subject like other all-time great artists Michelangelo and Leonardo Da Vinci," said Rotluanga, who is also the first Mizo to be ordained as a bishop. Rotluanga's exhibitions have been held both in India and overseas. But his works are not for sale.
"Renaissance art has always been my favourite subject. The realism involved in it is a challenge for me not only as an artist but also as a priest. Subjects involving human beings have always been my core area of interest," said the 57-year-old priest.

Right from his childhood, Rotluanga was interested in theatre, singing and painting. After he was ordained as a priest, he pursued his studies at Ontario College of Art and Design in Toronto (Canada) and passed out with distinction. Cartoons and caricatures are his new areas of interest.

"Human anatomy is the basis of arts and that's where my interest lies. I have also tried my hand on painting scenery," the bishop said. He added that the understanding of human figures as an artist helps him get to the roots of many problems in society.

"We try to figure out the perfection that lies in human beings, not the flaws," said Rotluanga. He added that it's difficult to spare time for paintings as a priest.

"I find it extremely interesting to portray life through cartoons. I have been documenting Catholic Bishops' Conference of India symposium through sketches for the last four years," the bishop said.

He added that some people wanted to buy his paintings at an exhibition in in Florence (Italy) 10 years ago. "I paint for the glory of God and not money. Till now, most of my paintings are with me. Enthusiastic artists and youngsters often come here to look at them," said Rotluanga.

Consecrated in 2002, Rotluanga believes he can still be a good bishop without sacrificing his love for fine arts.

Mizo Bishop paints nude figures, says honoring 'God's creation'

http://in.christiantoday.com/articles/mizo-bishop-paints-nude-figures-says-honoring-gods-creation/4317.htm
By Rinu Varghese, Saturday, 1 August 2009

COMMENT

He must be definitely addicted to pornography. –Rev. Paul, Manipur
The Bishop and the nude

A priest in Aizawl paints nudes and finds God in the human body
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/aizawl-priest-paints-nudes-and-finds-god-in-the-human-body/1/186365.html
By Kaushik Deka, April 28, 2012 [India Today weekly, May 7, 2012, page 27]
The bishop of Aizawl finds God in the naked human body. Stephen Rotluanga, the first Mizo to be ordained a bishop, celebrates nudity in his paintings as "the human form is the crowning glory of God's creation". The 60-year-old priest has a rationale for his pursuit of the naked truth: "God created us naked. Only civilisation clothed us."

Two life-size canvases greet the visitor at Rotluanga's Aizawl home, one of a semi-nude woman and the other of two naked men near the door of his study. How did the priest become an artist? Rotluanga says his mother, a vegetable vendor, coaxed him at six, perhaps to keep him occupied, to draw a person standing in the market. At school, he used to sketch his teachers. "I drew other things too, such as birds and landscapes. My father, who worked for the Canada-based Holy Cross Society, was a great influence. I was drawn to films like Ben-Hur and The Ten Commandments and used to draw their posters. This is how the priest and the artist melded," he says.

"People want to know how I felt when a naked woman was standing in front of me. Many are shocked to know that a priest does nude paintings. But I'm just a student of art and for me, the only concern was the perfection of my art," says Rotluanga, adding that he has no fear of exhibiting his paintings. However, his works are not for sale. "This is a spiritual journey. It's my tribute to God's masterpiece. I can't do commerce with it," says the priest.

Rotluanga won first prize at a poster painting competition while he was at St Anthony's School in Shillong. He later went to Bangalore for intermediate studies at St Joseph's College in Bangalore in 1970 and completed his graduation from Christ College in 1972. In Bangalore, he met noted painter Balan Nambiar and began taking private lessons from him.

In 1981, Rotluanga was ordained a priest at Champai in Mizoram. In 1993, the Holy Cross Society offered him an opportunity to study art at the Ontario College of Art and Design, Canada. "It was there that I began to develop a great interest in human figures. In 1999, I visited Florence and painted with live models," he says, pointing towards the paintings at the door. Does he still paint with live models? Pat comes the reply: "Where is the time? Since 2002, the year I was ordained a bishop, I have never had the time to do nudes."

Rotluanga's fellow priests aren't as enthusiastic. "What he did earlier was as a student of art. He must not paint nude paintings now as it's unbecoming of a bishop," says Archbishop of Imphal Reverend Dominic Lumon.

Bishop Stephen Rotluanga

Bishop Stephen Rotluanga, CSC was born on June 8, 1952, in Aizawl, Mizoram state. He was ordained a priest on December 13, 1981, in the Congregation of the Holy Cross. He was appointed Bishop of Aizawl on November 7, 2001, and was ordained bishop on February 2, 2002. Prior to that, he served as Director of Formation, Art and Communications at Holy Cross School in Agartala, in the neighboring state of Tripura. He chairs the North East Regional Laity Commission.
Source: http://www.ucanindia.in/diocesan-directory/indian/bishop/stephen-rotluanga/173 
Mizo bishop shows off his figure studies
http://www.praisethealmighty.com/sep_1_2009/mizo_bishop_shows_off_his_figure_studies.php
September 8, 2009

If many consider display of nudity a taboo in Christianity, this priest sees the glory of God in nudity.
Meet Stephen Rotluanga, the Catholic bishop of Aizawl diocese and artist who specializes in unclothed human figures and wants to portray Gods creativity in the nude human figure. 
Bishop Stephen Rotluanga’s life-sized studies of the human figure on canvas literally stood out in the recent exhibition of Mizoram artists at Kolkata.
The taut muscular bodies and the scowling faces of the two naked men (one of them in a tweed cap) in Figure II reminded one of the working class heroes of the Angry Young Man in the films of the Sixties.
"Among the many subjects in arts, my greatest interest lies in human figures. Human form is the crowning achievement of God in Creation. I see Gods glory in unclothed human figures," the first Mizo tribal bishop said here today. "After all, God created us nude. Civilization clothes us," he adds. "Renaissance art has always been my favourite subject. The realism involved in it is a challenge for me not only as an artist but also as a priest. Subjects involving human beings have always been my core area of interest," the priest was quoted saying by the TOI.
The 57-year-old bishop recalls that he started drawing in the elementary schools and would draw every day. In fact, he won a poster and landscape competition during his junior school days. Later he attended private art classes besides his regular college studies in Bangalore. "In my early days as an artist, I also used to draw landscapes and other subjects. As time passed, I began to realize that human figure is the most beautiful Creation of God," he says.
Calling God the greatest artist the Bishop said: "Human figure is His Masterpiece. The human figure is one of the most enduring themes in the visual arts. In our tradition as artists, it is seen as the linchpin of our practice of visual knowledge. If you can accurately and expressively draw or paint or sculpt the human form you can draw anything."
He also won first prize in theatre arts at the college, though he considered singing his strongest point. "People knew me as a singer in college and seminary days, as I was a choir master," he said.
Later, as a priest, he passed with distinction from the Ontario College of Art and Design in Toronto, Canada. Asked how his artistic talent helps him in his pastoral life, Rotluanga said, "It helps me a lot. The artistic sense of trying to see the truth in things helps me to be understanding, forgiving and accommodating."
He added such qualities can be "applied in liturgy, social development and all other aspects of the diocesan administration, because art is multi-dimensional and one can apply it in all aspects of human needs - spiritual and social." "While drawing human figures, we try to see perfection in others, not their defects," he said. 
His artistic skills also helped him a lot in interior decoration of churches. His paintings showcased at the first Mizo painting exhibition in Kolkata during July 10-12 were those he drew at the art college in Canada with live models.
Praise The Almighty is a Delhi-based Protestant publication -Michael
The Bishop and his bare bodies
http://www.hindustantimes.com/editorial-views-on/india/The-Bishop-and-his-bare-bodies/Article1-458404.aspx 
By Rahul Karmakar, Hindustan Times, September 26, 2009
Enter this bishop’s diocese with care. There will be nudity. In the scenic city of Aizawl, capital of the northeastern state of Mizoram, forgotten Mizo myths are coming alive on the canvas of an enterprising priest — in the nude. Lasis, a wild female spirit believed to have roamed the mountains unclothed and mesmerised hunters to ensure them a kill, had vanished from the Mizo psyche. But a man of god is presiding over the return of Lasis in nude paintings.

“Nothing immoral,” insists 55-year-old Bishop Stephen Rotluanga. “The human figure is god’s best creation, but usually covered by man-made clothes. I have merely reproduced what God, the ultimate artist, has created,” says Rotluanga, head of the diocese, a Catholic administrative unit, at Aizawl. “Besides, human beings are animals too, and you don’t draw a cat or a horse with clothes on, do you?” 

Rotluanga didn’t start off with nudes. The fourth among eight children, he began drawing landscapes, birds and animals after learning how to hold a chalk. The horse was his favourite, perhaps because the village where he was born — Sakawrtuichhun, 10 kilometres from Aizawl — got its name from a semi-natural trough where British soldiers collected water for their horses (sakawr) to drink. 

The ‘sakawrs’ helped Rotluanga’s creativity gallop. In 1996, they took him to the Ontario College of Art and Design at Toronto, Canada. 

“I pursued fine arts,” he says. “And my interest shifted gradually to figure drawings, mainly with dry media like charcoal.” 

The fascination for the human body increased after he landed in the Italian art hub of Florence — home to Renaissance artists like Raphael, Michelangelo and Leonardo da Vinci — to study fine art.

“I would spend hours at their tombs in the hope that their creativity would rub off on me,” the Bishop recounts. It did; he went on to win a few prizes for reproducing some of Florence’s landmarks from odd angles. 

But art took a backseat when Rotluanga returned to priesthood. There was little time for nudes after he was made Bishop in February 2002. 

“I draw, but mostly cartoons and caricatures, which can be produced quickly even at work and while attending religious conferences,” he says. “I don’t draw or paint for money, but for spiritual gain, since drawing nudes is the closest you can go to the way God created the world and the creatures.”

The above Hindustan Times story was posted in Mangalorean Catholics http://groups.yahoo.com/group/MangaloreanCatholics/message/20934?var=1 on September 27, 2009 by Allwyn Fernandes, a "Communications Professional" from Mumbai, under the following comments:
Sunday Shockers! Catholic Bishop who paints nudes, Hypocrisies of Christian Life in Kerala and Sr Jesme's 'Amen'
Before you rush out to protest and demand a ban or burn these papers and books in today's Sunday papers, pl be warned - these pieces in the Sunday papers are all written with the willing consent of the Bishop and other reverends (Rev Valson Thampu has translated the second book) or Christians. Pl be warned also that clicking on the links below could expose you to the male frontal nudity of the Mizo bishop's paintings. I also picked up Sr Jesme's book at Delhi airport.
Nothing in it that I (and possibly you too) haven't heard from nuns themselves about how Holy Obedience and "charity" are misused to cover up misdeeds. The book is worth a read, especially by superiors.

Other links:

http://www.highbeam.com/doc/1P3-1867273151.html, September 28, 2009
http://www.highbeam.com/doc/1P2-31258361.html, May 7, 2012[image: image2][image: image3][image: image4]
