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Canonizing the dead. A false liberal eschatological view
The Mylapore Times is a Chennai local weekly owned and published by a “Catholic”, Vincent D’Souza.
Vincent D’Souza goes to temples as casually as he goes to church. He is a journalist. His weekly “Jottings” column is reflective of his syncretistic and liberal spiritual beliefs. 
The circulation of Mylapore Times is 30,000 and a few Catholics occasionally write in on contentious issues.

This ministry has found the newspaper useful for getting to know some unfortunate events in the local Catholic Church that otherwise might have escaped our attention; we have reported on these aberrations several times.

In the recent August 12-18 issue of Mylapore Times, we were disturbed by a serious catechetical assumption in the editorial of D’Souza that would definitely mislead non-Catholics, and possibly a good many Catholic readers too, into a mistaken belief of what exactly happens to a soul after death.
I could write a letter to the editor in the hope that it would be published in the next issue, but D’Souza has, in the past, declined to publish my letters for obvious reasons.

The following is an extract of what we wrote (he is one of those writers who believe that a subject and a predicate are not required to make sense for a complete sentence): 
“Two Catholic priests pass away. In quick time. … I haven’t known them well. The ones I knew must be in heaven, unless they committed grave sins and are counting time in a funny place called Purgatory, the in-between place.”
If that is D’Souza’s entire understanding of eternity, he is in for a pretty major and nasty surprise when he dies.

First of all, like for most progressive, modernist and liberal Catholics, the place the Bible calls hell does not exist.

Eschatology is the study of the four “Last Things”: Death, Judgement, Heaven, Hell.

Hebrews 9:27: "For it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment." 

Immediately after death, one faces Judgement. After the Judgement, it’s Hell or Heaven.
Purgatory finds no mention there because it is a temporary -- no matter how long the duration -- place of purification of the soul before it can enter the Beatific Presence of God, because “nothing unclean” shall enter heaven.

D’Souza, like the majority of today’s Catholics, thinks that one can live his life any way s/he pleases and still enter heaven.
If one goes by the eulogies (a liturgical aberration, by the way) at funeral Masses, and the obituary cards that are printed and distributed in memory of dead Catholics, one would note that every single one of them is “resting in peace” in God.

But the Holy Bible and Catholic Church teaching consistently remind us that one has to “work out one’s salvation with fear and trembling” (cf. Philippians 2:12). The road and the gate to heaven are “narrow”, like the “eye of a needle”.
I do not intend this one-pager to be a catechesis for Catholics but I must say that most Catholics will end up in the place of unimaginable eternal torment called Hell (which few want to talk about or consider anyway). That is what the Blessed Virgin Mary says in not so many words to the seers that she has appeared and spoken to. That is what countless saints and mystics have revealed over the centuries.
Hell is the place people go who have “committed grave sins” and haven’t repented and been absolved of them by the priest.
Our Lady, the saints and mystics also warn us of a place of terrible suffering called Purgatory and beseech us to pray for the souls who go there so that they may be released before their due time through our intercessions and sacrifices.

Purgatory will be the route for the vast majority of the few Catholics who will go to heaven, and I certainly do not want to be one of them, not for a second. Through the merits of Jesus Christ, Holy Mother Church has provided us with the means to avoid Purgatory and go to heaven directly. These include sacramentals, Indulgences and… no, not the Sacrament of Extreme Unction (Anointing of the Sick) as most Catholics wrongly believe… but the Apostolic Blessing given by the priest to the penitent at the hour of death. Even having received the Anointing of the Sick most Catholics will end up in Purgatory.
No, Vincent D’Souza, Purgatory is not a “funny place” as you would have us believe, not “funny” in the least. Please do not wait until it’s too late, because if a Catholic chooses to believe that it is so, s/he is in all probability going to end up, God forbid, not in Heaven but in the other permanent place whose name commences with the letter “H”.
Stop “canonizing” the dead.

Last week, in Bangalore, I distributed copies of R.I.P.? NOT REALLY - A PERFECT PLACE TO PREACH* https://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/vortex-r.i.p-not-really?mc_cid=6873b28b2f&mc_eid=7c0b31649a.

A very holy relative of mine was shaken by the seriousness of our eternal fate by the time she read half of the contents.

Copy to Mr. Vincent D’Souza, mylaporetimes@gmail.com. 
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