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JUNE 15, 2013
Cardinal Ivan Dias promotes unapproved, banned and controversial “Marian apparitions”
I was forwarded the following email from a Catholic in Canada about the Cardinal’s Foreword to a book:  
From: Canada Catholic To: Michael Prabhu Sent: Friday, February 22, 2013 10:25 PM

Subject: Fw: Matt C. Abbott: "'Heralds of the Second Coming'"

----- Original Message ----- From: RenewAmerica To: Canada Catholic Sent: Friday, February 22, 2013 1:55 AM

Subject: Matt C. Abbott: "'Heralds of the Second Coming'"

Matt C. Abbott column

'Heralds of the Second Coming'

http://www.renewamerica.com/columns/abbott/130222 
By Matt C. Abbott, February 22, 2013
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Matt C. Abbott


Below is the foreword to the soon-to-be-released book Heralds of the Second Coming: Our Lady, the Divine Mercy and the Popes of the Marian Era from Blessed Pius IX to Benedict XVI, authored by Stephen Walford and published by Angelico Press. The foreword was written by Cardinal Ivan Dias, prefect emeritus of the (Vatican) Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples and member of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. Thanks to Mr. Walford and Angelico Press for allowing me to reprint this excerpt in my column. Click here for Angelico Press' website. The book should be available at Amazon.com and BarnesandNoble.com in the coming days.
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                                                                                                                                                                                                       FOREWORD

The Catholic Church, at the dawn of the third millennium after Christ, finds itself in the midst of a fierce battle between the forces of good and evil, between God and Satan, resulting from the fall of our first parents Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. This ferocious combat has wound its way through history and will continue until the end of time. The intensity of this conflict has increased most notably in the past two centuries, as the forces of evil have misled a large segment of humanity to bow before the pseudo-gods of rationalism, secularism, and relativism: their aim is to create a world where God is irrelevant, and is replaced with the idols of hedonism and materialism, while banishing the natural law and conscience to history.
The popes of the past century have recognized this assault and spoken of it in prophetic terms encouraging the Church to read the signs of the times in the light of its eschatological journey towards the new heaven and new earth.
A decisive moment in the spiritual combat was when the Blessed Virgin entered into the battle fray in the nineteenth century with her apparitions at Rue du Bac in Paris, and thereafter at La Salette and Lourdes in France, and in many other places all around the world, some of which still await the approval of the Holy See.
These supernatural events could, in a sense, open the pages of the Book of Revelation with more clarity, as in chapter twelve, narrating the confrontation between the "Woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars" (12:1), and a "great red dragon" (12:1-17). It is the same Woman mentioned in Genesis when God cursed the serpent saying: "I shall put enmities between you and the Woman, between your seed and her seed: she shall crush your head" (3:15). Mary is, indeed, the Woman of Genesis and the Woman of the Apocalypse. The Marian era that is reaching its climax now is shrouded in the mystery of Divine providence.
It is preparing the Church for the final showdown between God and Satan, involving the persecution of Christians by the Antichrist and the inevitable martyrdom that will follow, as the last part of the third secret of Fatima would seem to foretell. The Holy Spirit has guided the recent popes to understand the importance of these challenging times and to fulfill certain wishes from heaven in preparation for the final clash: for instance, the Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, the Divine Mercy devotion and dedicating the second Sunday of Easter to it, and the recitation of the Holy Rosary. In their ordinary magisterium, they have drawn our attention to the crisis unfolding; we may recall the warnings of modernism and apostasy of St. Pius X, the mystical intuition of Pius XII and the "smoke of Satan" seen by Paul VI.
On the other hand, the past century, in particular, has abounded in signs pointing towards "a new heaven and a new earth." Pope John XXIII prayed for a New Pentecost and convoked the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council which, besides strengthening the inner cohesion and sanctity of the faithful, opened avenues of dialogue with other Christian communities, with non-Christians, and even with non-believers. His successors toiled unceasingly to promote "a civilization of love." Blessed John Paul II gave a sharper focus to the eschatological dimension of the Church as he proclaimed a "new advent." Pope Benedict XVI stated recently: "Indeed, it was a concern of John Paul II to make clear that we are looking ahead to the coming of Christ: that consequently the One who has come is also, even more so, the One who is to come and that, from this perspective, we should live out our faith toward the future" (Light of the World, 63).
For the great Polish Pontiff, a joyful watchfulness for the second advent of Jesus was to be an ever-present theme of his – even calling the youth of the Church "sentinels who keep watch, preparing for the glorious return of the risen Lord." Pope Benedict XVI has also spoken prophetically in similar fashion in recent years declaring: "One day, not far off, everything will find its fulfillment in the Kingdom of God, a Kingdom of justice and peace" (First Vespers of Advent, 2009). He has also prayed for the hastening of the Triumph of the Immaculate Heart of Mary at the Shrine of Fatima, and in union with his great predecessor urged vigilance from all the faithful in the face of the gathering dark clouds. For our present Holy Father, truly a theologian pope, the Catholic Church must awaken from its interior sinfulness and be purified, as it awaits what the Lord will allow for its passion and resurrection – for only in this way will the Lord find faith on earth when He returns (cf. Lk. 18:8).
What the popes of the Marian era have given us is a prophetic stream running alongside that of private revelations from visionaries and mystics. They confirm, through the authority of their office, the knowledge that we live in days leading towards the greatest triumph of God and the installation of His eternal Kingdom. They speak of hope and joy for the complete renewal of the Universe, and in doing so invite us to live like the saints immersed in the love of God and neighbor. There are many signs taking place on earth and in the heavens that point towards the dawning of a new day. In spite of the pain and suffering endured by so many throughout the world we can live our faith, safe in the knowledge that the final victory of good over evil is already assured and that God is preparing the fulfillment of the great prophecy found in the Book of Revelation: "And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things have passed away" (Rev. 21:4).
The Blessed Virgin Mary has an important role to play in Christ Our Lord's Second Advent. St. Louis-Marie Grignion de Monfort [sic] begins his renowned Treatise on the True Devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary with these words: "It was through the Blessed Virgin Mary that Jesus came into the world, and it is also through her that He must reign in the world." It is indeed amazing to see how Mary has been involved in the well-being of the children she received at the foot of Jesus' cross on Calvary. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                            Who can forget her many apparitions from Akita in Japan to Kibeho in Rwanda; from Walsingham and Aylesford* in Great Britain to Lavang** in Vietnam; from Knock in Ireland to Medjugorje in Bosnia-Herzegovina; from Paris***, La Salette, and Lourdes in France to Vellankanni in India; from Saragozza and Garabandal in Spain to Guadalupe in Mexico; from Fatima in Portugal to Naju in Korea; from Cuapa in Nicaragua to Altötting**** in Germany; from San Nicholas [sic] in Argentina and Czestochowa***** in Poland to Aparecida****** in Brazil; from Amsterdam in the Netherlands to Zeitoun in Egypt; from Beauraing and Banneux in Belgium to Betania in Venezuela; and – in Italy – from Pompei [sic]*******, Siracusa********, and Civitavecchia to Saint Mary Major, Sant'Andrea delle Fratte*********, and Tre Fontane********** in Rome.  [Blue: approved; Red: unapproved, controversial. See more explanations of the above color scheme below as well as my comments further down –Michael]                                                                                                                                                              
*Aylesford: St. Simon Stock                                                                                                                                        **Lavang: Our Lady of Lavang, 1798                                                                                                                                                                                ***Rue de Bac                                                                                                                                                                           ****Altötting: A miracle in 1498 turned this little church in a Bavarian town into a Marian shrine. There was never any apparition as such                                                                                                                                                   *****Czestochowa: The "Black Madonna", 14th century onwards                                                                                               ******Aparecida: "Our Lady of Apparition", 1717, the patroness of Brazil                                                 *******Pompeii: Our Lady appeared March 3, 1884 to Fortuna Agrelli                                                              ********Syracuse: Italy; "Our Lady of Tears", August 1953                                                                                   *********Sant'Andrea delle Fratte: Apparition to Marie Alphonse Ratisbonne, an anti-Catholic Jew on January 20, 1842 in Rome. Ratisbonne became a Jesuit priest.                                                                  **********Tre Fontane: The principal seer was Bruno Cornacchiola; the apparition was in April 1947.          It seems that he went on to claim a total of 28 further apparitions by 1986, with messages which became increasingly apocalyptic in tone, including predictions of various evils which have not materialized. It also seems that he has not been completely truthful in his biography. This is like the tragic history of Mélanie at La Salette; her initial experience was trustworthy, but she allowed events to go to her head in later years. Source: http://www.theotokos.org.uk/pages/approved/appariti/trefonta.html 
The Blessed Virgin is weaving an enormous network, building up a large army of her devoted children in order to launch a frontal and final assault against Satan, and thus paving the way for the glorious victory of Jesus Christ, her beloved Son. Truly: "Who is she who comes forth as the morning rising, fair as the moon, bright as the sun, terrible as an army set in battle array?" (Song 6:10).
The exact day and hour of Christ Our Lord's second coming is a closely guarded secret in the bosom of God our heavenly Father. It remains for us to heed Jesus' exhortation: "Be prepared, because it will come upon you like a thief in the night."
Stephen Walford's book, Heralds of the Second Coming: Our Lady, the Divine Mercy and the Popes of the Marian Era from Blessed Pius IX to Benedict XVI, will be a beacon of light to many, exhorting all to watch and pray that those who will go through the "great tribulation" may persevere with courage in the "Faith of our Fathers living still through dungeon, fire, and sword" until Christ's final victory over Satan, thanks to Mary, His Immaculate Mother and ours as well.

Cardinal Ivan Dias
Prefect Emeritus of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples; Member, Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
Feast of Blessed Pius IX, February 7, 2012 

Matt C. Abbott is a Catholic columnist with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Communication, Media and Theatre from Northeastern Illinois University in Chicago, and an Associate in Applied Science degree in Business Management from Triton College in River Grove, Ill. He has worked in the right-to-life movement and is a published writer focused on Catholic and social issues. He can be reached at mattcabbott@gmail.com.
(Note: I welcome thoughtful feedback from readers. If you want our correspondence to remain confidential, please specify as such in your initial e-mail to me. However, I reserve the right to forward and/or publish e-mails — complete with e-mail addresses — that are accusatory, insulting or threatening in nature, even if said e-mails are marked confidential. Also, for subscribers to my column, please e-mail me directly instead of simply hitting "Reply" to the e-mail sent to you by the RenewAmerica site. Thank you and God bless!)
To unsubscribe from Matt's column, click here.

For the record, the email addresses of RenewAmerica are alerts@renewamerica.us and info@renewamerica.com.
On reading the Foreword written by Cardinal Ivan Dias for the book by Stephen Walford, I found that there are problematic issues with a number of the thirty-two "Marian apparition" sites listed by the Cardinal. I wrote to two of my knowledgeable Catholic friends, one of who lives in Switzerland and the other in Belgium, who use the Internet to keep Catholics informed about false mystics and unapproved apparitions and seers, and who exchange information with other Catholic apologists. My letter and their replies:
From: prabhu To: Belgium Catholic; Switzerland Catholic Sent: Friday, February 22, 2013 10:53 PM 
Subject: Indian Cardinal's Foreword to 'Heralds of the Second Coming'

Please let me know in general what you think of this.
Are there any errors that you have knowledge of?
Do you know anything about the author Stephen Walford? What about this Matt C. Abbott?
Which are the unapproved apparition sites and which do you think are false ones but yet listed favourably by our Cardinal?
I intend to write a critique because the foreword is written by an Indian cardinal who was/is a high-ranking Vatican official.
I am not very knowledgeable on this subject and hence I seek your help so as not to make a mistake in my report.
Michael
From: Switzerland Catholic To: prabhu Sent: Monday, March 04, 2013 7:21 PM

Subject: Re: Indian Cardinal's Foreword to 'Heralds of the Second Coming'

I've read the preface of Cardinal Dias to Stephen Walford's book, which seems to be about Marian apparitions announcing the end of times. 
I know for sure that Garabandal (see http://www.ewtn.com/library/bishops/garaband.htm), Naju (see: http://www.ucanews.com/news/vatican-says-visionary-is-far-from-faith/14769), Medjugorje and Civitavecchia (see: http://www.cafarus.ch/CivitavecchiaMW.pdf are not recognized.  
Regarding Medjugorje, there is a Vatican Commission studying the case, but the ordinary bishops of Mostar-Duvno (Bishop Zanic and then Bishop Peric) have stated publicly that the claimed apparitions are in their opinion a fraud. 
Some of the other apparitions are controversial, although they do have some kind of recognition from the local dioceses, such as Akita and Kibeho. 
I had never heard before of Stephen Walford or Matt Abbott, and there doesn't seem to be a lot of info about them on the internet. 
In his preface, Cardinal Dias refers to "Our Lord's Second Advent", which is also known as Christ's Second Coming. I am not sure about the theology behind that term. The Nicene Creed resumes our belief that the Lord will return at the end of the world for the final judgment of the living and the dead, the resurrection of the dead and the everlasting life in the Heavenly Kingdom (I'm just resuming the sense in lay terms). 
However, in apparitionistic circles, the Second Coming is often described as an "intermediate" direct intervention of Jesus before the end of the world. It is based mainly on claimed prophecies or interpretations of claimed prophecies and Marian apparitions, but has no Scriptural basis (although believers in the Intermediate or "Second" Coming would disagree). The fact that Cardinal Dias uses the term "Second Advent" in a context of Marian apparitions, makes me wonder if he is referring to the intermediate coming. One would have to read Walford's book to get a clearer view on the matter.
I think you should seek the assistance of a theologian on the above matter and/or ask directly Cardinal Dias.
I'm sorry I cannot be of better assistance.
Switzerland Catholic
From: Belgium Catholic To: prabhu ; Switzerland Catholic Sent: Wednesday, March 06, 2013 7:49 PM

Subject: Re: REMINDER PLEASE: Indian Cardinal's Foreword to 'Heralds of the Second Coming'

I don't know Stephen Walford or Matt C. Abbott
Cardinal Dias seems to be not very critical, but he himself adds that some 'apparitions' are still 'awaiting approval of the Holy See'.
But it is NOT up to Rome to approve 'apparitions'. This belongs to the normal jurisdiction of the local bishop.
Card. Dias never mentions the warnings against false 'apparitions', in general (St. John of the Cross, Grignion de Montfort, John Paul II...) or by local authorities.
Akita has been approved by Bishop Ito, but NOT by his successor.
In Kibeho some of the 'seers' got approval, not all of them.
Medjugorje has been rejected by 2 successive bishops and by all commissions (diocesan & national YU).
Garabandal has been rejected by 8(!) consecutive bishops of Santander.
Naju has been rejected by the Korean archbishop.
Amsterdam has been 'approved' by bishop Punt without serious study. This approval is not valid, because it had been definitively rejected by Rome before.
Zeitoun is dubious. An Egyptian bishop told me it was set up by the government with laser beams to attract (the money of) tourists.
Civitavecchia has never been 'approved'. The local bishop has been fooled. The blood tears of the statue of the Madonna of Medjugorje have been proven to have a male origin. The owner of the statue (an electrician) refused examination of his D.N.A.
Belgium Catholic

MY COMMENTS
Considering his status as Prefect emeritus of a Vatican Congregation and member of the CDF, Cardinal Ivan Dias should have exercised prudence in lumping together the few Marian apparition sites that are Church-approved along with controversial ones and those of dubious nature, and alleged manifestations which the local bishops have continued, for several decades in some cases, to reject as false/not of supernatural origin.
An approved Marian apparition is one that has been examined by the CDF either based on laid down criteria or internal procedures in place before that, and has been granted approval by the local bishop based on the direction of the CDF or received a direct approval from the Holy See.

Rome has only officially confirmed the apparitions at Knock, Guadalupe, Saint-Étienne-le-Laus, Paris - Rue du Bac (Miraculous Medal), La Salette, Lourdes, Fátima, Pontmain, Beauraing, and Banneux.
Some like Saragozza [Zaragoza, in Spain], Santa Maria Maggiore [St. Mary Major, Rome] and Walsingham [England] and Vailankanni in India are traditional centuries-old celebrations accepted as genuine by the Church long before the CDF came into existence and determined the authenticity of later occurrences elsewhere around the world. 
According to Fr Salvatore M. Perrella of the Marianum Pontifical Institute in Rome, of the 295 reported apparitions studied by the Holy See through the centuries only 12 have been approved, the latest being the May 2008 approval of the 17th- and 18th-century apparitions of Our Lady of Laus.
Only three of the hundreds of reported apparitions of Our Lady in the last century have received unreserved approval of validity by the proper ecclesiastical authorities – Fátima (1917), Beauraing (1932) and Banneaux (1933). In the last 60-70 years alone, the Church has deemed some 230 Marian 'apparitions' unworthy of belief.

Naju: by the decree of the local Korean bishop, Julia Kim herself and anyone who visits the "Our Lady of Naju" site as a pilgrim or supports her claims to be a seer are excommunicated.

Akita, Japan: no ecclesiastical decree appears to exist from the CDF even three decades after the fact.
Kibeho: the Rwanda apparitions were accepted by Bishop Misago but have not been given final approval by the CDF. Three of the six seers were accepted as genuine; three were rejected as false.

Amsterdam: Bishop Jozef Marianus Punt of Haarlem-Amsterdam issued a letter that declared this apparition as having a supernatural origin. Later, the CDF took the unusual step of overruling the decision of Bishop Punt of the Netherlands to approve claims that the Virgin Mary had appeared in Amsterdam under the guise of "Lady of All Nations who once was Mary".
Garabandal: The reported Spanish apparitions from 1961 to 1965 were examined by the local bishop and were declared as not having evidence of being of supernatural origin.
The nine [9] Marian apparitions that have received episcopal approval: http://www.miraclehunter.com/marian_apparitions/approved_apparitions/index.html EXTRACTS [chronologically]
1. Quito, Ecuador, 1594-1634, Our Lady of Good Success, four apparitions to Venerable Mother Mariana de Jesus Torres, approved by Bishop Salvador de Riber in 1611
2. Querrien, France, August 15-20, 1652, Our Lady of Eternal Aid, fifteen apparitions to Jeanne Courtel, a 12-year old shepherdess, approved by Archbishop Denis de La Barde, bishop of Saint-Brieuc, September 1652

3. Robinsonville, WI, USA, October 9-17, 1859, Our Lady of Good Help, three apparitions to Adele Brise, a 28-year old, approved by Bishop David L. Ricken, December 2010

4. Castelpetroso, Italy, March 22, 1888-June 1890, Our Lady of Sorrows, many apparitions to two shepherdesses -
Fabiana Cecchino (35) and Serafina Giovanna Valentino (33), approved by Bishop Macarone-Palmieri of Bojano, 1889
5. Amsterdam, Netherlands, March 25, 1945-May 31, 1959, Our Lady of All Nations, fifty-six apparitions to Ida Peerdeman, approved by Bishop Jozef Marianus Punt of Haarlem, May 2002; in 2005, the CDF overruled that decision -Michael.  

6. Akita, Japan, July 6-Ocober 13, 1973, Our Lady of Akita, three apparitions with bleeding statue and stigmata to Sr. Agnes Sasagawa (43), approved by Bishop John Shoojiroo Ito of Niigata, April 1984. In 1988, Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger allowed Ito's pastoral letter and its dissemination to the faithful; the recognition was overturned by Bishop Ito’s successor -Michael. 
7. Betania, Venezuela, March 25, 1976-January 5, 1990, Reconciler of People and Nations, thirty-one apparitions to Maria Esperanza, approved by Bishop Pio Bello Ricardo, November 1987

8. Cuapa, Nigeria, April 15-October 13, 1980, Our Lady of Cuapa, 4+ apparitions to Bernardo Martinez, approved by Bishop Pablo, Antonio Vega, November 1982

9. San Nicolas, Argentina, September 25, 1983-February 11, 1990, Our Lady of the Rosary, 1816 apparitions to Gladys Quiroga de Motta, approved by Bishop Domingo Castagna of San Nicolas, April 1985

Different Internet web sites and Catholic ministries accept varying numbers of approved Marian apparition sites, ranging from 7 to 12, depending on the factors taken into consideration by them -- whether approved by the local ordinary [see above] or by Rome, and sometimes their selective personal "endorsement" for a particular alleged visionary. According to one web site, the only visionary declared genuine by the Church in the last 160 years is Benoite Rencurel, the shepherdess visionary from Saint-Étienne-le-Laus, France

I have made available at this ministry’s web site a collation of information on some of the more popular but controversial sites and their visionaries, alleged or approved.

Some writers appear not to have done their homework thoroughly, either inadvertently or intentionally. So apparently has Cardinal Ivan Dias, as indicated by his all-inclusive list.
He served as the Apostolic Nuncio to Korea from June 1987 to October 1991 and is embroiled in controversy in regard to the Naju phenomena with Julia Kim and her followers claiming his and therefore the Vatican’s approval. Keep in mind my earlier disclosure – that Julia Kim and those who support her incur automatic excommunication. For details, see my report 
JULIA KIM-MARY'S ARK OF SALVATION 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/JULIA KIM-MARYS ARK OF SALVATION.doc
A few days ago, I received this letter from an Italian Catholic journalist who has now forbidden me to publish it after I informed her that I had used the first half of it in the following report of mine:
WHAT'S HAPPENED TO THE CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHATS_HAPPENED_TO_THE_CATHOLIC_CHARISMATIC_RENEWAL.doc
From: Alessandra Nucci To: Michael Prabhu Sent: Monday, June 03, 2013 1:12 PM

Subject: Re: The Catholic Charismatic Renewal UNEDITED EXTRACT
BTW; when in Rome for Pentecost I spoke to people whom I respect and who know Card. I. Dias very well and what they told me was eye-opening. I would never have dreamed that this revered prelate could be such a veritable power-hungry thug.  It gave new meaning to the charge of "filth" and careerism in the church that Pope Benedict spoke of. 
Lord please send your Spirit of truth and strength on Pope Francis!
Italian Catholic
MARIAN PILGRIMAGE SITES IN INDIA

1. Vailankanni, Tamil Nadu
http://www.miraclehunter.com/marian_apparitions/approved_apparitions/vailankanni/:
There are three major events associated with Our Lady of Good of Health in Vailankanni. The Virgin Mary is said by tradition to have appeared to a shepherd boy named Tamil Krishnannesti Sankaranaranayam who offered the child milk. She is subsequently said to have appeared to and healed a crippled boy selling buttermilk. A group of Portuguese sailors attribute being saved from a violent storm to her intercession. They constructed a larger chapel at their landing spot in Vailankanni… The apparitions of Our Lady of Good Health have not been formally approved but are implicitly approved by the elevation of the church to basilica status. In 1962, the bishop of the diocese, Dr. R.A. Sundram went to Rome to attend the second session of the Second Vatican Council. At this time he requested that the Holy Father raise the ancient shrine of Our Lady of Vailankanni to the high rank and dignity of a "minor basilica". The request was carefully looked into and magnanimously granted. His holiness Pope John XXIII graciously issued orders raising the shrine to the exalted state of a minor basilica. Thus the shrine basilica of Vailankanni became linked to the St. Mary Major Basilica in Rome. For more information, click on the link 

The Basilica of Our Lady of Good Health in Velankanni, Tamil Nadu in southern India does, however, have a legend that involves a number of apparitions. There is no historical record of the apparition of Our Lady of Good Health but the oral tradition suggests that there was an apparition to a Hindu boy in mid 16th century.

http://www.miraclehunter.com/marian_apparitions/approved_apparitions/apparitions_1800-1899.html:

NOT INVESTIGATED – TRADITIONAL APPROVAL

1895, Vellangany (India) 
Visionary: Krishnaannesti Sankaranarayanam (12) 
2. Batim, Goa

An apparition of Our Lady at Batim is the supposed appearance by the Virgin Mary in the compound of Igreja de São Simão e Judas (Church of Saint Simon and Jude), Batim-Ganxim in Goa. The first sighting is purported to have been made by Iveta Gomes on 24 September, 1994. Others have since claimed to have seen the Virgin Mary, as well as other miracles, at this location. Though the apparition has no Episcopal approval, the Church has not raised any objection to the gathering of people at the site, in expression of their faith. Source: Wikipedia
Mystic claims that Mary appeared at Batim apparition

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2012-03-26/goa/31240050_1_batim-pilgrims-prayer
March 26, 2012

Gancim (Batim): Hundreds of faithful from different parts of Goa and a few from abroad flocked to Gancim hill and spent several hours in prayer and penance in the church and compound of St Simon and St Jude.

The secluded church premises was buzzing with activity on Sunday, as the pilgrims had gathered there after receiving news that Mary, whom Christians venerate as the mother of God would appear to some on the hill on March 25, 2012.

Gancim hill has turned into a pilgrimage place for many after Iveta Fernandes had claimed of witnessing a Marian apparition here on September 24, 1994. Though this Marian apparition has no Episcopal approval, the church has also not raised any issue about the gathering of people at the site for expression of their faith. The prayers began at noon and Iveta was present throughout the session, which lasted for almost four hours. "We were informed about a month back that Mother Mary had given a message to Iveta that she would bless everyone who gathers at Gancim on March 25, 2012," said Fr Michael Fernandes, parish priest of Our Lady of Guadalupe church, Batim.
The prayers commenced with a 'Way of the Cross' at 12.30pm from Maina. The pilgrims trudged up the hill on a pilgrimage, pondering over Christ's suffering and death. Other pilgrims also reached the place and kept pouring in till almost 3pm. After reaching, they assembled in the small chapel, but most of them spilled out in the open, braving the intense heat while some stood in the shade of trees in the chapel compound. The parish priest then led the prayer session, including adoration of the Blessed Sacrament as the large gathering comprising men, women, youth and children participated, paying no heed to the blazing sun. The scene later shifted to the chapel compound for recitation of the prayer of Divine Mercy and sorrowful mysteries of the rosary at 3pm. Iveta, who was accompanied by her husband Felix, was escorted into an enclosure around a cross that was erected at the site of the first apparition.

As Gomes and her husband knelt before the cross facing the overhead sun, hundreds of others also joined them in prayer. The pilgrims meditated over Christ's sufferings and many cried and wept. Occasionally, some pilgrims looked up towards the sun, hoping to see a Marian apparition.

Iveta, who spoke after rosary, said that during the third mystery, Mother Mary had told her that she had blessed everyone who had gathered at Gancim. "She appeared only to her, but there were no other claims," a source said. The pilgrims started to disperse while only a few remained behind for the Eucharistic service in Gancim church at 4pm.

Sources said that Iveta has received another message that Mother Mary will again bless the faithful on the feast day of Divine Mercy on April 15, 2012.

RELATED INFORMATION ON PRIVATE REVELATION ALREADY AVAILABLE AT OUR WEB SITE
NORMS REGARDING THE MANNER OF PROCEEDING IN THE DISCERNMENT OF PRESUMED APPARITIONS OR REVELATIONS PAUL VI/CDF FEBRUARY 25, 1978 & DECEMBER 14, 2011

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NORMS_REGARDING_THE_MANNER_OF_PROCEEDING_IN_THE_DISCERNMENT_OF_PRESUMED_APPARITIONS_OR_REVELATIONS.doc 

NORMS REGARDING THE MANNER OF PROCEEDING IN THE DISCERNMENT OF PRESUMED APPARITIONS OR REVELATIONS 02 CDF MAY 29, 2012

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NORMS_REGARDING_THE_MANNER_OF_PROCEEDING_IN_THE_DISCERNMENT_OF_PRESUMED_APPARITIONS_OR_REVELATIONS_02.doc
MARIAN APPARITIONS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MARIAN_APPARITIONS.doc 

PRIVATE REVELATION 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PRIVATE_REVELATION.doc
PRIVATE_REVELATION-CRITERIA_FOR_DISCERNMENT-RICHARD_SALBATO 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PRIVATE_REVELATION-CRITERIA_FOR_DISCERNMENT-RICHARD_SALBATO.doc  

PRIVATE REVELATION-RULES FOR DISCERNMENT OF PHENOMENA-FR FELIX BOURDIER 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PRIVATE_REVELATION-RULES_FOR_DISCERNMENT_OF_PHENOMENA-FR_FELIX_BOURDIER.doc 

AKITA, JAPAN-ARE THE SUPERNATURAL EVENTS GENUINE? 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AKITA-JAPAN-ARE_THE_SUPERNATURAL_EVENTS_GENUINE.doc
CHRISTINA GALLAGHER-THE HOUSE OF PRAYER 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHRISTINA_GALLAGHER-THE_HOUSE_OF_PRAYER.doc
FALSE PRIVATE REVELATION OF MICHAEL DIBITETTO - RON SMITH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FALSE_PRIVATE_REVELATION_OF_MICHAEL_DIBITETTO-RON_SMITH.doc
FR STEFANO GOBBI-MARIAN MOVEMENT OF PRIESTS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_STEFANO_GOBBI-MARIAN_MOVEMENT_OF_PRIESTS.doc
GARABANDAL

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/GARABANDAL.doc
JULIA KIM-MARYS ARK OF SALVATION
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/JULIA KIM-MARYS ARK OF SALVATION.doc
MARIA DIVINE MERCY-THE WARNING SECOND COMING AND THE BOOK OF TRUTH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MARIA_DIVINE_MERCY- THE_WARNING_SECOND_COMING_AND_THE_BOOK_OF_TRUTH.doc
MARIA VALTORTA-POEM OF THE MAN-GOD

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MARIA_VALTORTA-POEM_OF_THE_MAN-GOD.doc
MAUREEN SWEENEY-HOLY LOVE MINISTRIES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MAUREEN_SWEENEY-HOLY_LOVE_MINISTRIES.doc
MEDJUGORJE

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MEDJUGORJE.doc
MEDJUGORJE-CAREY WINTERS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MEDJUGORJE-CAREY_WINTERS.doc
MEDJUGORJE-JOHN LOUGHMAN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MEDJUGORJE-JOHN_LOUGHMAN.doc
PATRICIA DE MENEZES-THE COMMUNITY OF DIVINE INNOCENCE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PATRICIA_DE_MENEZES-THE_COMMUNITY_OF_DIVINE_INNOCENCE.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 02-MEDJUGORJE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_02-MEDJUGORJE.doc
VERONICA LUEKEN-OUR LADY OF THE ROSES

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VERONICA_LUEKEN-OUR_LADY_OF_THE_ROSES.doc 









