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Cardinal Cordes on Pope John Paul II and the Consecration of Russia
https://onepeterfive.com/cardinal-cordes-pope-john-paul-ii-consecration-russia
By Maike Hickson, May 15, 2017
Cardinal Paul Josef Cordes, former President of the Pontifical Council Cor Unum, recently visited Kazakhstan as the Holy Father’s special envoy at the concluding ceremony of the Marian Congress of Kazakhstan. That ceremony took place on the centenary of the apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima, on 13 May 2017, and was conducted in the Cathedral of “Our Lady of Fatima” in Karaganda. On that day, Cardinal Cordes was presiding over the concluding Mass and his own homily was read aloud in the Russian language. The Austrian Catholic news website Kath.net published on 15 May 2017 Cardinal Cordes’ prepared homily in full.

Cardinal Cordes, while speaking about the importance of Our Lady of Fatima with regard to the destruction of Communism in Eastern Europe, also makes a significant side remark about Pope John Paul II and about his own 1984 Marian Consecration. As Cardinal Cordes reveals from his own experience, Pope John Paul II had specifically wanted to consecrate Russia by name to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, but he failed to do so due to the influence of his cautious diplomatic counselors. The German cardinal explains, as follows:

Just how important Fatima was for the holy pope [John Paul II], I was once to witness myself, [in] a personal encounter with him. Obviously, for a long time he had dealt with that significant mission which the Mother of God had given to the seer children there: to consecrate the world [sic] to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. He himself had made this act of consecration on 23 [sic – 25] March 1984, when the statue of Our Lady of Fatima had come to Rome. However, he held back to mention Russia explicitly; because the Vatican diplomats had urgently asked him not to mention this country because otherwise political conflicts might perhaps arise. 
A short while later [after that 25 March 1984 event], I was invited by him for lunch. He talked in a small circle about how he felt this urge inside also to mention Russia at that Consecration, but that he then gave way to his counselors. And he then told us with a glowing face: What he renounced for himself, had nevertheless been fulfilled, he said. Through friends he heard something for him important and consoling, namely that some Orthodox Russian bishops had taken his own consecration of the world to the Mother of God as an occasion also to consecrate Russia in a special way to Mary. When he spoke about this story, I could see his joy – surely also about the fact that they had fulfilled his urgent yearning; but also because he had himself in his own intuition guessed the Will of God. [Emphasis added]

Cardinal Cordes concludes this story with the words that, in light of these events: “One can only break out in praising God. It [this praise] will sound especially intimate in this place, the only cathedral in the former Soviet Union which is consecrated to Our Lady of Fatima; on this day, on which Pope Francis canonizes the two seer children Francisco and Jacinta.”

This short report as presented here by Cardinal Cordes is yet another confirmation – as previously expressed by Rome’s chief exorcist Father Gabriele Amorth himself – that Pope John Paul II had given in to outside pressures not to mention Russia explicitly by name when performing the 1984 Consecration of the world to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Father Amorth – who is now deceased – had told LifeSiteNews in December of 2015 the following with regard to this momentous matter:

The Consecration has not yet been made. I was there on March 25 [1984] in St. Peter’s Square, I was in the front row, practically within touching distance of the Holy Father. John Paul II wanted to consecrate Russia, but his entourage did not, fearing that the Orthodox would be antagonized, and they almost thwarted him. Therefore, when His Holiness consecrated the world on his knees, he added a sentence not included in the distributed version that instead said to consecrate “especially those nations of which you yourself have asked for their consecration.” So, indirectly, this included Russia. However, a specific consecration has not yet been made. You can always do it. Indeed, it will certainly be done …”
Both testimonies about these incidents at the 25 March 1984 Consecration might seem so small and yet they are, truly, so significant and so consequential. To consecrate Russia by name, and explicitly so, at that moment of history would have meant to put mere human prudential considerations below Divine commands and the merciful warning message of the Mother of God. It would mean to trust God’s Providence and His love for mankind. It would have meant to trust that Our Lady’s conditioned promise to send a period peace will come true.
9 of 235 readers’ comments

1. Perhaps John Paul II trusted his counselors more than the Counselor; the Holy Spirit.
Such is the great responsibility of the Vicar of Christ on this earth, so many talking around him, giving advice, warning of what to say and not to say, what to do and not to do, and always worried about offenses taken by "others'. It is to be understood, and yet, I think it is another indication that those who reside in the Vatican, to the very top, have truly not put their trust in the Holy Spirit. They worry too much of things of this world.

2. He apparently trusted the founder of the Legionaries of Christ more than he trusted the Holy Spirit. The man was truly evil, yet totally invincible under John Paul II.

3. Some of the most holy men I know - mystics even - have their blind spots. They make bad judgments, spiritual or otherwise. Remember that every man has his blind spots, and that every Pope makes his mistakes. The Pope is, in the end, only a man. And the frequent hysteria surrounding JP2 among traditionalists rings of the "anti-vaxxer" and "flat earth" quality of hysteria; it is to our great discredit.

4. JPII inherited an extremely difficult situation vis-a-vis the Consecration and the Fatima message. His two immediate predecessors had disregarded it, including the "pope of 1960" who was explicitly charged with revealing it to the world. John XXIII was said to have replied "this is not for our times" upon reading the 3rd Secret, and he dismissed the little seers as "prophets of doom" at the opening of his Council.

So in a sense, the die was already cast. This, in my mind anyway, somewhat mitigates JPII's failure to fulfill Our Lady's 
command.

That being said, how else can one describe what he chose to do if not as a favoring of human judgment over divine? He exercised his own (considerable) geopolitical judgment and deemed that he could not "risk" the formal consecration of Russia. He was said to have feared the political consequences, which might have included anything from the full liquidation of the Church behind the Iron Curtain to full-scale nuclear war.

I cannot conceive of the pressures he felt in his position. He was the leader of the Church at a time when it faced a literal existential crisis. The liturgy was in tatters. 
Vocations were bottoming out. Devotional life was dying out everywhere.
The poison of VII had weakened the Church around the world, and his own bishops were implacably opposed to him *on a personal level.* I have my theories on why he chose to do (and not do) certain things, but this is perhaps not the right forum for them. At any rate, he was a faithful Catholic and sits now in Heaven as a Saint and an intercessor for those of us still in this "vale of tears."

5. There were other popes prior to John Paul II, during the interval between 1917 and 1984. Why didn't Pope Pius XII, for example, make the consecration?
6. One will recall the condemnation of Communism by Pope Pius XI. Pope Pius XII was prevailed upon to lift the condemnation so that Western Catholics could fight with our great ally, Uncle Joe Stalin. Thus he could not, he felt, consecrate Russia.

The fruits of WWII and the errors of Russia are all around us. Until we recognize the wrongheadedness of WWII Allies we will never get the consecration.

What are these errors? From: https://onepeterfive.com/er...
1. A reductively atheistic materialist world-view which aims at undermining anything Christian in society;

2. An ideology that is disconnected from Truth and reality;

3. A cultural Marxism that later permeated also the West with the help of the Frankfurt School and Antonio Gramsci’s ideas;

4. A revolutionary socialistic spirit that undermines especially major aspects of family life – especially with the help of feminism, divorce and abortion;

5. A Hegelian dialectic philosophy, along with dialectic materialism, which claims that strife and ongoing contention in society are necessary in order to bring about higher and unfolding forms of life; such an approach essentially denies and purportedly transcends the principle or law of non-contradiction.

6. A form of governing “revolutionary socialism” that is also constitutionally called “Democratic Centralism,” the latter formulation meaning that things have the appearance of being openly democratic, yet they are all centrally organized and managed in the background (Dr. Robert Hickson recently applied this principle to the current situation in the Church – especially with regard to the Family Synods – here);

7. A disregard for tradition and for the traditional institutions of society (or now of the Church, such as the Curia?) as “counter-revolutionary forces”;

8. A deceitful misuse of language with the intent to manipulate the public;

9. A method of branding one’s own opponents with sweeping and demeaning epithets that abstractly categorize them as “right-wing” or “counter-revolutionary”;

10. An approach to ongoing revolutionary changes where there is both “a slow path” and “a fast path” of the Revolution; such is “the Dialectic” and the “dialectical process”;

11. Toward more moderate and compromising opponents, one first tries to incorporate them into the professed new system so as to use them as Lenin’s “useful idiots” in the sense that they help give to the world the illusory idea that nothing has really changed;

12. As a last element – but of course a very important and painful one for those who lived under Communism – there is a constant sense of distrust and fear, unto the imprisonment and killing of one’s intransigent opponents.
7. Pope Pius XII consecrated the world in 1942 in response to a revelation of Our Lord to another Portuguese mystic, Blessed Alexandrina Maria da Costa. The purpose was “an abbreviation of the present distress” i.e. a shortening of the Second World War. 
(Frère Michel, Toute la Vérité Sur Fatima: Le Secret et l’Église, 1984, p. 464; 1986, p. 464.)
8. Actually, Pius XII did - BUT not correctly. To recap:

On June 13, 1929, in the Presence of the Most Holy Trinity, Our Lady said to Sister Lucia:

"The moment has come in which God asks the Holy Father to order and make in union with all the bishops of the world the consecration of Russia to My Immaculate Heart, promising to save it by this means."

This is what God asked for through Our Lady of Fatima.

From Pope Pius XI to the present, NO Pope has done it exactly as God wanted:

Pius XI - didn't do it.

In the 1950s, Our Lady told Sister Lucia:

"Make it known to the Holy Father that I am awaiting the consecration of Russia to My Immaculate Heart. Without the consecration, Russia will not be able to convert, nor will the world have peace."

Pius XII - 1952 - consecrated Russia BUT WITHOUT all the bishops. Our Lord told Sister Lucia that this was insufficient. (This is the answer to your question.)

John XXIII - didn't do it.

Paul VI - didn't do it but declared Our Lady Mother of the Church.
John Paul I - died after 33 days.
John Paul II - consecrated the WORLD - NOT Russia - in 1982, 1984 and 2000. Russia was not even mentioned in *any* of these consecrations, *nor* were they performed in union with all the bishops of the world.

Benedict XVI - didn't do it.
Francis - 2013 - entrusted the WORLD to Our Lady - no mention of Russia. Saturday he entrusted the WORLD (again) to Our Lady.

When God wants something done, He wants it done HIS way. NO politician, diplomatic treaties etc., is going to bring world peace.

Please check out www.fatima.org. They're the best resource on Fatima.

9. To consecrate something without mentioning it by name seems to be completely contrary to the idea of consecration as far as I can see.

However, I am a simple, dull-witted man who has no cares about the human respect of schismatics, heretics and diplomats, so perhaps I don't have the life-skills necessary to operate in the grey world of ecclesiastical politics. In my simple reductionist way I would normally assume that if somebody doesn't do something that they are asked to do, then its because they don't really think it is very important or don't believe that the one who has asked them to do it has any right to ask it in the first place. –Deacon Augustine
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