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Catholics capitulate over Christ, not Santa Claus
Sorry Kids, But The VHP Just Told Santa Claus Not To Give You Chocolates This Christmas!

http://www.indiatimes.com/news/india/sorry-kids-but-the-vhp-just-told-santa-claus-not-to-give-you-chocolates-this-christmas-228620.html
By IndiaTimes, November 26, 2014
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Yes the Vishwa Hindu Parishad just killed the Christmas spirit in Bastar, Chhattisgarh! They have told missionary schools in Bastar not to allow Santa Claus to distribute chocolates to school kids. No, they aren't working on behalf of the Indian Dental Association. They are doing this allegedly because they feel Santa's trying to use chocolates to convert Hindu kids to Christianity. The school authorities have thankfully rejected this demand.

But that's just one of a long list of VHP demands on Christian missionary schools in Bastar. They want Goddess Saraswati's idols to be installed in these schools and priests to be called "Pracharya" instead of "Father" by students. 
The VHP diktats prompted the church authorities to initiate a dialogue. Jagdalpur diocese spokesman and vicar-general, Abraham Kannampala, says: "On November 21-22, seven church representatives and 12 VHP men met and discussed various issues. We accepted some suggestions but did not agree on some other proposals. It's not as if we're under pressure from anyone and we made some compromise. Ours was a collaborative, problem solving approach. We didn't have any objection to non-Christian students addressing school principal as 'pracharya', or 'uppracharya', or 'sir', instead of 'father', as demanded by VHP. Similarly, we agreed to put up photographs of 'Ma Saraswati' and 'great personalities' who worked for national interest in our educational institutions."
4 selected readers' comments
Do you really think getting chocolates from Santa Claus would convert Hindu children to being Christian? –Rehan Talreja (Hindu)
Please let me know why Bishops don't allow Christians to do following things: 
1. Taking prasad from Hindus
2. Doing yoga which improves health –Ravi Rawat (Hindu)
Who told you bishops don’t allow taking prasad and doing yoga? I’m a Catholic and I take prasad I do yoga. –Vipul Rodrigues (imagines he’s Catholic)
My own granny converted. Now she refuses to accept prasadam or offerings made to Hindu gods. On asking why she says it is from demons. -Suri Narayan (Hindu)
MY COMMENTS
Ravi Rawat, a Hindu, is more aware about what Catholics may or may not do than Vipul Rodrigues who accepts and consumes food offered to Hindu deities and practices yoga but thinks that he is a good Catholic.

IS HOLY COMMUNION EQUIVALENT TO PRASADAM-IS IT SAFE FOR CATHOLICS TO CONSUME PRASADAM
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/IS_HOLY_COMMUNION_EQUIVALENT_TO_PRASADAM-IS_IT_SAFE_FOR_CATHOLICS_TO_CONSUME_PRASADAM.doc
So Vipul Rodrigues is wrong -- in what he does, but he’s partly right -- in what he thinks, because many bishops and priests do encourage and promote the taking of prasad and the performing of yoga.
Methinks that Suri Narayan’s Hindu granny must have converted to an evangelical Protestant or Pentecostal sect (and not the Catholic faith), because they, unlike many Indian Catholics, do not tolerate yoga or the consumption of food offered to idols which they think is demonic.

But its not like Catholics are not taught what Suri Narayan’s granny knows:
EXORCISTS WARN AGAINST USE OF YOGA MANTRAS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/EXORCISTS_WARN_AGAINST_USE_OF_YOGA_MANTRAS.doc
YOGA IS SATANIC-EXORCIST FR GABRIELE AMORTH 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_IS_SATANIC-EXORCIST_FR_GABRIELE_AMORTH.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-19 - CONNIE J. FAIT
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-19.doc
YOGA-WHAT DOES THE CATHOLIC CATECHISM SAY ABOUT IT 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA-WHAT_DOES_THE_CATHOLIC_CATECHISM_SAY_ABOUT_IT.doc
YOGA-WHAT DOES THE CATHOLIC CHURCH SAY ABOUT IT? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA-WHAT_DOES_THE_CATHOLIC_CHURCH_SAY_ABOUT_IT.doc -- and 60 more.

An extract from another news story:

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/vishwa-hindu-parishad-now-opposes-santa-claus-giving-chocolates-to-kids-during-christmas/articleshow/45280706.cms
The VHP and its backed outfits have also said they want idols of Goddess Saraswati, the Hindu deity of learning, installed in missionary schools.
While the Catholic school authorities agreed to have the Goddess's idols installed, they rejected VHP's other demands saying these were an infringement on their freedom to manage their religious affairs guaranteed by the Constitution. 
MY COMMENTS
What we clearly observe is that The Indian Church, in Chhattisgarh at least, is more than ready -- despite their denial (It's not as if we're under pressure from anyone and we made some compromise) -- to compromise on Christ than on Santa Claus, who is a purely secular, commercial aspect of Christmas.
That is not surprising since, in addition to all the "regular" liturgical abuses that one has to endure at every Holy Mass including those at Pentecost, the Easter vigil and Christmas, we now have Santa Claus walking up the aisle during -- and I mean during -- the liturgy to the accompaniment/singing of "Jingle Bells" or "Santa Claus is coming to town"* or something of that sort, to applause, the cutting and distribution of cake, sweets and chocolates. So while our pastors disobey Holy Mother Church, flout the rubrics in the General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM) and desecrate the sacredness of the Holy Mass & the sanctuary with impunity, they won’t let go of Santa Claus but have agreed to permit "idols of Goddess Saraswati, the Hindu deity of learning  (to be) installed in missionary schools".
We have already made progress in that direction as the following and other of my reports reveal: 

TAMIL NADU CLERGY VENERATE THE HINDU DEITY GANESHA 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TAMIL_NADU_CLERGY_VENERATE_THE_HINDU_DEITY_GANESHA.doc
*An excerpt from my letter of April 22, 2014 to the Archbishop of Madras-Mylapore 

Subject: LITURGICAL ERRORS AND ABUSES … AT THE NATIONAL SHRINE OF ST. THOMAS:
Despite the bad experience that I had at the Christmas Vigil Mass, December 24, 2013, I decided to attend the English Vigil service at Easter. Since most of the abuses of the Christmas Vigil Mass were repeated at the Easter Vigil Mass and will be noted later on (in this report to you), I will record only one of them here: during the Mass and before the Final Blessing, the now Father Charles initiated the playing of a recording of what I recall was "Santa Claus is coming to town". A few lines blasted out and a parishioner dressed as Santa Claus was making his way onto the altar before some of the other concelebrants asked Fr Charles to stop the nonsense he was doing.

It would not be out of place for me to claim that the ascent of Santa Claus to the altar accompanied by music, singing and applause was stopped not out of a concern to be faithful to the rubrics but because the then parish priests realised that I might be in the congregation and would be gifted the opportunity to make one more report to the Archbishop… which I did.  
The Church is largely secularized and hinduized. Now it’s the turn of the schools, enter Ma Saraswati. 
Is the demand to install idols and the Church’s capitulation not a blatant "infringement on their freedom to manage their religious affairs guaranteed by the Constitution"?






