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TESTIMONY OF A FISHER OF MEN – 01
About Fr. McCloskey
http://www.catholicity.com/mccloskey/bio.html 

Father C. John McCloskey, III, STD is a priest of the Prelature of Opus Dei. He currently is Research Fellow of the Faith and Reason Institute in Washington DC. From 1985-1990, he was a chaplain at Princeton University. From 1998-2002, he was the Director of the Catholic Information Center for the Archdiocese of Washington, D.C. He is perhaps best known for guiding into the Church such luminaries as Dr. Bernard Nathanson, Lawrence Kudlow, Robert Novak, Judge Robert Bork, Senator Sam Brownback, Alfred Regnery and General Josiah Bunting.

His articles, reviews, and doctoral thesis, all of which are archived at Catholicity.com, have been published in major Catholic and secular periodicals, including Catholic World Report, First Things, L’Osservatore Romano, the Wall Street Journal, National Catholic Register, the Washington Times, the Washington Post, the New York Times, and ACEPRENSA.

Father John has done extensive work in radio and television, most notably at EWTN, where he has hosted series on topics such as Cardinal Newman, Catholic authors, Ecclesial Movements, the Role of the Laity in the Church, Thomas More, and the history of the Church, and has worked as a commentator on Papal trips. Father McCloskey has also appeared as a commentator on network television, satellite and cable channels.

He is co-author (with Russell Shaw) of Good News, Bad News: Evangelization, Conversion, and the Crisis of Faith, published in March, 2007 that is now available from Ignatius Press. He is also the co-editor of "The Essential Belloc" now available from St. Benedict's Press, and contributed a principal essay to the Cardinal Newman Society's "How to Choose a Catholic College" available from TheNewmanGuide.com.

A native of Washington, D.C., he received a degree in Economics from Columbia University in 1975. After working professionally on Wall Street for six years, he studied in Rome and Spain, where he received his doctorate in Theology with a specialty in Church History. Ordained in Spain in 1981, he has spent much of his pastoral work counseling university students and fellow priests, offering spiritual direction and preaching retreats.

He serves as an advisor to Christendom College, the Mary Foundation, and Ave Maria Single Catholics Online. He was the U.S. representative for the ecclesiastical faculties of the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross in Rome and the University of Navarre in Pamplona Spain from 1984-2003. 
Father McCloskey is an avid squash player and a member of the U.S. Squash Racquets Association.

Conversion: What's the Key?
http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/conversion-whats-the-key/  
By Victor Gaetan, National Catholic Register, May 18, 2011
Father C. John McCloskey, one of the most successful 'fishers of men,' explains his secret.
A new member of the Church shows her emotions as she and five others baptized and confirmed by Pope Benedict XVI carry the offertory gifts during the Easter Vigil Mass the Pope celebrated in St. Peter's Basilica in 2010 [picture].

During the Easter vigil Mass, in so many parishes, a moving moment comes when the faithful welcome new believers: catechumens (those who receive baptism, Communion and confirmation) and candidates (already baptized) who have typically completed the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA).

According to the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, tens of thousands of converts across the country joined the Church as full disciples of Christ this year.

In England and Wales, at Easter, some 900 members of the Church of England were received into the Catholic Church, including 61 former Church of England priests. They joined a new Catholic entity, called the Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham, created by Pope Benedict XVI so that former Anglicans in England and Wales can maintain aspects of their tradition.

The Anglican Ordinariate is led by Father Keith Newton, a former Anglican bishop who converted to Catholicism and was ordained a Catholic priest earlier this year.

But what are the ingredients for a successful conversion?
Many Catholics — despite seeing the abundant gifts offered by adult converts — are comfortable letting overburdened priests, RCIA staff and the Holy Spirit serve as frontline "fishers of men."

Father C. John McCloskey, a priest of the personal prelature of Opus Dei for the past 30 years, is considered one of the Church's most accomplished "fishers of men." He has guided dozens of people into full communion with the Catholic Church, including high-profile figures such as federal Judge Robert Bork, Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback, Gen. Josiah Bunting III, economist Larry Kudlow, former abortionist Bernard Nathanson and columnist Robert Novak.

"People are looking for the truth and the happiness that the truth can give," observed Father McCloskey. "These people, although successful — many, very successful — still found emptiness in their lives. The answer is a man named Jesus Christ."

"I just happen to have been the right man at the right time to help guide them," said the priest.

In his book Good News, Bad News: Evangelization, Conversion, and the Crisis of Faith (Ignatius, 2007), Father McCloskey calls on us all to evangelize with zeal and respect for others. He reminds us that Vatican II assigns the laity two tasks: "seeking holiness and extending the Kingdom of God on earth through family life, friendship, work, study — in a word, through apostolate."

Although he says he is "just an instrument and God uses me," such a productive instrument must have some rules of thumb for evangelizing. He does.
Five Steps
Describing the heart of conversion as a one-on-one relationship, a gift of self by the evangelizer, Father McCloskey says the best approach is a direct one: 1) Ask a friend or family member if he or she has ever considered joining the Catholic Church; 2) Be prepared to answer questions about the faith (which will probably require some study of your own), but be confident that you almost certainly know more than your non-Catholic friend; 3) Engage friends by suggesting good Catholic books and readings (a "Catholic Lifetime Reading Plan" is appended to his book), while sharing the beauty of the liturgy; 4) Know that conversion often takes time and is ultimately God's work, and 5) Follow up.

Whether or not your friend starts down the road to Catholicism and joins the Church, the relationship becomes part of an ongoing spiritual process in which all of us participate as believers, almost like the early Church.

Father McCloskey practices what he preaches.

For several years, Meghan Cox Gurdon, a Wall Street Journal contributor and unchurched descendant of the Mayflower pilgrims, sensed God at her side, offering "small bits of direction, as though God was saying to me, 'If you would like to step this way, it would be lovely'."

Not knowing how to respond to this "unexpected religious experience," in 1998 Gurdon called a college friend who gave her Father McCloskey's phone number at Opus Dei's Catholic Information Center in the heart of downtown Washington, D.C., where he was director from 1998 to 2004.

"He responded immediately and invited me to come talk," Gurdon recalled.

"Father C. John was the most direct, unapologetic Catholic I had ever met. This was immensely comforting to me. I had visited churches where the priests were sort of lukewarm, but Father C. John speaks with absolute confidence and transparency about the faith. There is something really diamond-sharp about him. And he is unafraid."

Gurdon was baptized the following Easter, in 1999. Since then, her husband, a British cradle Catholic who had stopped practicing the faith, rejoined too.

Jeffrey Bell, a public-relations guru and former Episcopalian, confirms the effectiveness of Father McCloskey's approach: "He asks people questions about their religious practices and their feelings, their relationship to religion in the past. People are not used to being asked questions like that, so they answer very honestly. It creates an opening. Father McCloskey taught me the direct approach: Showing interest in someone's faith history makes it easier to witness what the Church means to me."

Bell became Catholic in 1978.
Every Opportunity
Convinced that they were ripe for the Catholic Church, Bell advised two friends, economist and radio host Larry Kudlow and journalist Robert Novak, to seek spiritual guidance from Father McCloskey. They both converted.

Father McCloskey advises using every opportunity to evangelize, because you never know what experience or comment may touch another soul.

For Meghan Gurdon's baptism party, the priest told her to invite everyone she knew: "I had a church full of people. He was evangelizing through me. A woman attended, a deeply religious woman, a Baptist. At the party she said to Father C. John, 'You know, I'm not Catholic.' And he said, 'Not yet!'

"It took over 10 years, but she never forgot what he said. The reverberations of what he does are very wise."

Gurdon's Baptist friend is Melissa Overmyer, who calls Father McCloskey's comment "one of the balls that started rolling" that led her into full communion with the Church. By the time she sought spiritual direction, Father McCloskey had moved to Chicago, but she found another talented spiritual guide, Legionary Father Michael Sliney, and joined the Catholic Church last year.

As a result, Overmyer, who had taught an interdenominational Bible study group in Washington for over 20 years, has started a new Catholic Bible Study Group, the first in the nation's capital.
In his book, Father McCloskey observes that people of the Jewish faith can have the most difficulty converting to Christianity because they often lose friends and relatives who don't understand their decision. But in his experience, if Jews convert, it is usually to the Catholic Church, "the gold standard of the Christian proposition," in his words.

When Israel Zolli, chief rabbi of Rome during World War II, converted to Catholicism (taking the name Eugenio Zolli to honor Pope Pius XII, whose birth name was Eugenio Pacelli), many of his co-religionists were shocked.

As Zolli wrote in his 1954 memoir Before the Dawn: "The convert feels impelled by an irresistible force to leave a pre-established order and seek his own proper way. It would be easier to continue along the road he was on."

But as Zolli's wife, Emma, who converted with him, said about the criticism: "Now that I am baptized, I am unable to hate anyone. I love everyone."
Bernard Nathanson
Perhaps Father McCloskey's most famous convert is Bernard Nathanson, the atheist of Jewish background who oversaw, by his own estimate, 75,000 abortions; created the 1960s' national pro-abortion strategy (which prominently included denigrating the Catholic Church), and co-founded the National Abortion Rights Action League (NARAL).

Nathanson's spiritual autobiography, The Hand of God, was published in 1996 by Regnery Publishing — whose owner, Al Regnery, converted to Catholicism under the guidance of Father McCloskey.

About the priest, Nathanson wrote, "He'd heard I was prowling around the edges of Catholicism. He contacted me, and we began to have weekly talks. He'd come to my house and give me reading materials. He guided me down the path to where I am now."

Father McCloskey says it took about 12 years before Nathanson was baptized, which is not necessarily a long time: "It takes as long as it takes. It could be months, years or decades. There is never any pressure. It is a work of grace, ultimately."

And the priest himself is not necessarily the decisive factor.

Geraldine Novak confirms that her husband, Robert Novak, who passed away in 2009, met with Father McCloskey weekly for several years, but it was a chance encounter with a college student that propelled him to seek baptism.

While seated at a dinner at Syracuse University, he asked a student wearing a crucifix if she was Catholic. She answered, "Yes" and asked Novak if he was. When the journalist explained he had been attending Mass and reading Catholic literature for several years but had not converted, the woman replied, "Mr. Novak, life is short, but eternity is forever."

As Geraldine Novak remembers, "After that, he did not rest until he made his conversion." And she did, too.

"I'm grateful for his conversion and mine," she continued. "We found a wonderful home in the Catholic Church. There is so much mercy and goodness — it is a great blessing."
Fr. McCloskey Reflects on 30 Years of Priesthood
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/father-c.-john-mccloskey-reflects-on-lessons-learned-from-30-years-of-priesthood/?utm_source=feedburner 
By David Kerr, Catholic News Agency

Rome, Italy, August 8, 2011 (CNA/EWTN News) - He is one of the most popular and recognizable priests in the U.S. and beyond – and this month Father C. John McCloskey chalks up three decades in the priesthood. 

"These 30 years have been magnificent," he told CNA August 5, adding, "what could possibly be better than being a priest?!"
"Through God’s grace so many Masses celebrated, confessions heard, baptisms, weddings, people brought in to the Church and, happily, God has used me as an instrument in spite of myself to bring dozens of vocations to the priesthood, religious life and to the new ecclesial movements, and all this with my evident faults and human failings." 

Fr. McCloskey’s road to the priesthood, though, certainly wasn't a conventional clerical tale. A graduate in economics from Columbia University in New York he worked for Citibank and Merrill Lynch on Wall Street before being ordained a priest of Opus Dei in 1981.   
Since then he’s gone on to become a best-selling author and popular religious commentator on both television and radio, most notably with EWTN. 

He is perhaps best known, though, for guiding into the Catholic Church such notable figures as Robert Novak, Judge Robert Bork, Senator Sam Brownback, General Josiah Bunting and Dr. Bernard Nathanson, one of the founders of NARAL Pro-Choice America, who died earlier this year. 

"(Those conversions) had nothing to do with me. I’m just an instrument. It’s God who gives the grace. I’m just an instrument who hangs in there till they say 'yes'," he humbly asserted at an anniversary party held in his honor last month in his hometown of Washington D.C.  

Three decades of priestly ministry has also given him is a keen eye for the challenges facing priests in 2011. “What are those challenges facing priests today?” he asks rhetorically.

"I would say in one sense the same as always - to put the spiritual and ascetical life always first and not let oneself be absorbed the business of pastoral work."

"I think also the priest must have must make a special effort to live fraternity with his fellow priests who are, in a certain sense, his real family. Time spent with them is mutually beneficial and helps to fight off the loneliness or selfishness that can creep in through the years." 

Fr. McCloskey says he is personally thankful for his "dozens of priest friends who are truly brothers" and who help him in his "walk to holiness with their encouragement and correction when needed." 

Currently based in Chicago, Fr. McCloskey keeps links with his hometown where he is a Research Fellow at the Faith and Reason Institute. Among many other projects, he is presently working on a book making the case for Catholic liberal arts education.  

Over the years he has also given spiritual direction to dozens of priests – a crucial requirement in the interior life of a cleric he says. "The priest should have a regular confessor and spiritual director and, if possible, identify himself with a particular spirituality in the Church, whether it’s ancient or new, that helps to keep him spiritually fit and energized for his pastoral duties and to deeply appreciate the universality of the Church." 

He also recommends to those priests who seek his advice that they take good care of their physical and psychological health making sure they "find time for measured rest and recreation." 

"The priest is celebrator of the sacraments, preacher of the Word and, as evangelizer, a fisher of men."
Father C. John, Fisher of Men
http://www.realclearreligion.org/articles/2011/07/25/father_c_john_fisher_of_men_106289.html 
By Mark Judge, Real Clear Religion, July 25, 2011
Fr. C. John McCloskey recently returned home to Washington, D.C. to celebrate the 30th anniversary of his priesthood. A somewhat shy man, McCloskey has been responsible for many conversions to the Catholic Church, including Judge Robert Bork, Newt Gingrich, Lawrence Kudlow and Dr. Bernard Nathanson. (Before his conversion, Nathanson had been a NARAL founder and abortionist who was responsible for the deaths of thousands of babies.)

A few years ago, McCloskey was assigned by his order, Opus Dei, to Chicago. So he was only back for a visit. He has been missed. Many of us are still wondering what he is doing in Chicago.

Fr. C. John, as he is known by his many friends, is partly responsible for me being a somewhat free man. Although I had heard about him for years prior, I met Fr. McCloskey about ten years ago. I had just finished my book Damn Senators (2003), about my grandfather who was a baseball player for the Washington Senators. I had also reverted to Catholicism a few years before the book came out.

I came across Fr. McCloskey the way I suspect many people at the time did -- by accidentally stumbling across the Catholic Information Center, where he was the director. The CIC is a book store and small chapel that sits between a bank and a fitness club on K street, about two blocks from the White House in one direction and the Washington Post in the other.

It's easy to walk past it and not even know it's there. K street is a clean, broad avenue where lobbyists work and where one tends to focus the eyes forward. Unless looking directly at the store -- where a life sized cutout of Pope Benedict XVI greets visitors -- it's easy to miss.

When I first came into the CIC, I knew I had found the equivalent of the medieval monasteries where culture was preserved during the Dark Ages. The bookstore is filled with titles from Fr. McCloskey's "Catholic Lifetime Reading Plan," volumes of timeless wisdom from Teresa of Avila, Chesterton, and Dietrich von Hildebrand.

I walked into Fr. McCloskey's office and introduced myself. Within minutes were talking like old friends and wondering how we had missed meeting each other growing up in D.C. The priest who baptized me? Fr. C. John had graduated with him at seminary. A famous actor who was making a movie about Jesus? Father had just talked to him. My grandfather was a baseball player? Baseball commissioner Bowie Kuhn was a friend.

I began to read some of the books on Fr. McCloskey's reading plan. The effect was intoxicating. Reading Chesterton, Dorothy Day, John Paul II and other brilliant theologians and philosophers, I began to understand the concept of what George Weigel calls "genuine freedom." In the modern age, freedom has come to mean freedom to choose where you live, what you guy, who you marry, and what your philosophy about life is. But this kind of freedom can become a trap that actually decreases our freedom.

Freedom to be sexually promiscuous is not a real type of freedom. Neither is freedom to consume. Last year I bought a new imac computer and itouch, and within weeks I was getting emails from Apple telling me about the "next generation" imacs and ipods that were soon coming out. Being a slave to the next new gadget is not being free. Genuine freedom involves growing in virtue by making wise decisions based on faith, reason and conscience.

I also began to meet a lot of D.C. Catholics. Fr. C. John is one of the great networking facilitators of all time.

Pope John Paul II said it took him years to learn how to listen well. Fr. C. John often emphasizes the importance of simply listening. This no doubt is one of the primary reasons he has been responsible for so many conversions. At his 30th anniversary party, he told me that during a conversion he just waits and listens. God provides the grace.

This is not to suggest that Fr. C. John is a stoic. He is a wonderful conversationalist and has a strong will. My first book signing at the Catholic Information Center was in 2003, when my book Damn Senators came out. Fr. McCloskey introduced me, and I still remember the first thing he said: "The Catholic Information Center is a place of Catholic prayer and study and fellowship, and Damn Senators is a book about baseball. But I am the director here, so I dictate the policy." It was said with a smile, and got a laugh.
I wrote earlier in this piece that Fr. McCloskey was responsible for me being a "partly" free man. As he knows, none of us are truly and fully free until our restless heart rest in God. But Fr. C. John has helped countless pilgrims make that journey to ultimate truth and love more compelling, rewarding -- and fun!

Mark Judge is a columnist for RealClearReligion and author, most recently, of A Tremor of Bliss: Sex, Catholicism, and Rock 'n' Roll.

The Conversion Specialist
http://www.catholicity.com/mccloskey/conversionspecialist.html 
By Michael S. Rose

Excerpted from Priest: Profiles of Ten Good Men Serving the Church Today
"Perhaps the Princeton community and society at large should advise McCloskey to take to drinking nothing but the semen of AIDS patients," wrote one undergraduate student from Princeton University in the pages of the official campus newspaper. The subject was Fr. C. John McCloskey III, serving at the time as assistant chaplain at the elite Ivy League university in New Jersey. The controversy: the priest had written a letter to the Daily Princetonian objecting to a skit performed on campus by "performance sexeducator" Suzi Landolphi, author of Hot, Sexy, and Safer. The comedienne's routine was designed to promote "safer sex," and included having female students stretch oversized condoms over the heads of male classmates while an amused audience cheered them on.

Fr. McCloskey had objected to, among other things, Landolphi's view that students were "salivating animals" who lacked any sense of self-control. For this, the Princeton chaplain was publicly castigated for wanting to "enslave" women in "the holy bond of matrimony" and of "keeping them barefoot, pregnant, and in the kitchen." This incident was just one among many incited by Princeton students and faculty who objected to Fr. McCloskey's presence on the campus of the nation's fourth oldest college.

Such intemperate criticism, some of which can get very nasty, is all in a day's work for a campus chaplain at a prestigious school such as Princeton, Fr. McCloskey explains in a sanguine tone. "Almost unquestioningly in the elite universities, the environment is generally not hospitable to Catholicism." The values propounded by such schools are in fact "radically anti-Christian." He had his work cut out for him from day one.

Though he himself attended an Ivy – Columbia University in New York City – he is unabashed when he claims that such schools "are where the seeds of the culture of death are planted." That's why he considers his ministry as chaplain on the campuses of Yale and Princeton as missionary work at the heart of the culture of death.

In 1985, Fr. McCloskey began commuting to Princeton's campus three days a week from his home in New York's Upper West Side. Not long after, he was appointed an assistant campus chaplain at the Aquinas Institute, Princeton's equivalent to a Newman Center. He replaced a controversial Jesuit priest who had attracted an unlikely following among Princeton students; in a relatively short period of time, however, Fr. McCloskey became arguably more controversial–not for departing from Catholic teaching as his predecessor had apparently done, but for upholding it.

Partly because of his association with Opus Dei – the organization is often accused of being "secretive" and "controversial" – and partly because he refused to water down Catholicism on campus, Fr. McCloskey attracted some vocal critics who claimed the priest's approach to religion was offensive and oppressive, and that he was trying to establish a "universal hegemonic view" because he dared to disagree with the politically correct views propounded in the academic Ivory Tower. In particular, his insistence on maintaining traditional Catholic teaching on human sexuality incurred strident opposition by an on-campus faction, including well-known faculty members, that went so far as to call for his removal from campus ministry.

What bothered his detractors most was that many Catholics on campus found his authentic Catholic message attractive, and that he was making converts and drawing Catholic students closer to Christ and His Church. For this, he was seen as dangerous and harmful to the status quo. "In a place like Princeton when you make waves," he says, "get ready. There's going to be opposition." Fr. McCloskey knew as much going into the job. In addition to his four years as an undergraduate at Columbia, he had also worked in the cutthroat environment of Wall Street, so he had no illusions about the challenges he would face at Princeton.

The anti-McCloskey faction there claimed that he was "overly negative," "rigid," and "censorious." Translation: they were offended that he was placing an emphasis on personal sin, and counseling students to avoid the near occasions of sin, which are common on just about any college campus. Despite the school's reputation for "diversity" and "openness," it is ironic that some members of the Princeton community wanted Church and university authorities to suppress Fr. McCloskey because they personally found his views on religion and morality distasteful. They accused Fr. McCloskey of wanting to stamp out those who didn't agree with him, yet tried to silence him by demanding his expulsion. And in the end they got their wish: in 1990 the head chaplain, a Catholic priest from the Trenton diocese, decided to dismiss Fr. McCloskey for being too controversial.

Although no longer an official university chaplain, Fr. McCloskey moved to Princeton to serve as chaplain of the Opus Dei-owned Mercer House, located just three blocks from the campus ministry office. In that capacity he continued to assist students and others just as he had done as an official chaplain.
"A little orthodoxy seems to scare a lot of people," he commented when asked why some folks in Princeton, New Jersey, including Catholic priests, were paralyzed by anxiety at his presence. Campus ministry is about catechetics and evangelization, he says, and "orthodoxy" – belief in and adherence to the teachings of the Catholic Church – is the main ingredient. Using this logic, it stands to reason that without orthodoxy, campus ministry is rendered ineffectual. And that's just how he characterizes the chaplaincies at most American colleges and universities during the last several decades.

"The general situation of most campus ministries is troubled," he says. "They often find themselves understaffed through the ever-decreasing availability of qualified priests and religious. In more than a few cases, campus chaplaincies have been used as either dumping grounds or refuges for priests or women religious who have not fit in well with their dioceses or communities. From Fr. McCloskey's vantage point, rare is the college chaplaincy that has a coherent plan for total evangelical and catechetical work with all the Catholic students from a lively, orthodox viewpoint."

That's exactly what Fr. McCloskey tried to bring to his own approach to campus ministry: a coherent plan for evangelization and catechesis from a lively, orthodox perspective. He was working, he says, in the "most exotic pagan mission territory in the world," and his goal was "re-evangelizing" a society wherein the past several generations of Catholics were failed in their education in the Faith. For this reason he believes that, after seminary, the college chaplaincy is the single-most important ministry in any diocese. These "elite universities" are the places from which the future leaders of the nation will naturally emerge, he says. "These people are best educated and the most ready to take up leadership positions, which is how we transform the culture."

Again, these schools present certain challenges that one may not find in the typical American parish. Fr. McCloskey likens the situation on today's campuses such as Princeton and Yale to Romans 11. It's a sort of "raw paganism," he explains, but conversions and reconciliation are always ripening for the harvest. That virtue of hope is what spares Fr. McCloskey the discouragement that many Christians feel in such places that have been routed by the forces of secularism, consumerism, and hedonism.

Simply put, he believes that it's necessary to teach college students what the Church teaches, and that evangelizing means introducing them to Jesus Christ. Given the ignorance of the Catholic faith displayed by many, if not most, college students–even on the elite campuses where students are presumably well-educated and generally intelligent–this is an obvious starting point. "It's a lot of fun, and challenging," he says, "because the students are at a point in life when they are looking for answers." Many are jaded and tend toward sophomoric cynicism, some are materialistic, but there are others who are looking for some ideals, searching for truth. The opportunity to expose them to Christian orthodoxy and the Catholic Church, he adds, is an "absolute joy."

In his experience at Princeton and Yale, many of the students came from small families that did not help them grow in the virtues of service, responsibility, and sharing that often come from growing up in a large family. These families are marked by "contraceptive selfishness" and place an emphasis on material gratification and professional success, he says. "Hedonism, prestige, security, power, and ambition are the standards by which they live." To be sure, there is no shortage of ideologies on campuses across the country that cater to such anti-Christian vices. For that reason, Fr. McCloskey also views his evangelical and catechetical mission as counter-cultural. Put simply, he says, a spiritual war is being waged between good and evil. The "civilization of love" that Pope John Paul II has been encouraging for two decades must combat the dominant "culture of death." The college chaplaincy, says Fr. McCloskey, is one important front on that battlefield.

He believes the first battle to be waged is against ignorance. Many students he's met with over the years seem to think that just because they attended twelve years of Catholic schools or CCD programs they have an adequate grasp of Church doctrine and morals. More often he found that the opposite was the case. The students knew little about the Catholic faith, and what little they did know was often distorted by confused notions.

Consequently, the Catholic students were often the most difficult to educate. They've been misled and misinformed by poor Catholic catechetical programs in their parishes and schools. They've received little substantive instruction from the pulpit or in their religion classes. The situation would not be quite so tragic, he says, "if it were not for the fact that often those who have been deformed come prepared to insist on their own vision of Christianity rather than to learn and adhere to the teachings of Christ and His Church." Conversely, public and private school students, he's found, are often much more open to the true teachings of Catholicism. Either way, most students, he says, have a desperate need of intellectual and moral answers to the challenges and pressures around them.

The second battle to be fought in the campus chaplaincy is an uphill one. So much of what occurs in the life of a college student, Fr. McCloskey explains, subjects him to intense pressure to conform with the world, to follow the anti-Christian principles which seem to dominate our culture - principles which place a premium on personal autonomy and self-fulfillment, and often involve the abuse of sexuality.

Academic pressure confronts the student in another way. Most of the courses he will take during his time on campus will not be taught from a Christian standpoint, and many may even mock or ridicule basic Christian values. Likewise, the professors charged with guiding the student's academic progress and grading his work are often generally hostile to Christian doctrine and morals. The books the student will read typically share the professors' viewpoints and will sometimes subtly – or even overtly – undermine the Catholic faith.

"If the college students of today are 'baptized pagans,'" says Fr. McCloskey, it is for the chaplaincy staff to catechize them and help them live their Christian lives fully at college in the midst of their studies and personal relations, preparing them to take on even greater responsibilities in the future with their families and professional work."

Thus, the main end of the chaplaincy, he continues, is to help the student to be reconciled with God and the Church, and to help him to remain and grow in the state of grace. "A student who makes a regular practice of Communion and Confession in college will tend to carry these practices into later life and communicate them to his family and friends."
The means to this main end is uncomplicated: again, evangelization, catechesis, and the sacraments. As a Catholic chaplain, Fr. McCloskey received a list of the Catholic students registered at the school that year. His first step was to make contact with each one of them by either calling or writing them. In this, he followed the example of Monsignor William Nolan, the late long-time chaplain at Dartmouth College, who during his tenure there brought many undergraduates to the Faith through conversion. With this initial contact he generally encouraged the student to meet with him for fifteen minutes. "In my experience," says Fr. McCloskey, "it was quite rare for the student to turn down this gesture of interest and friendliness on the part of the chaplain." These initial meetings, he says, were crucial in order to open up communications with the students early in the school year. If the student is going to withstand the societal and peer pressures of campus life, he needs the countervailing help of other convinced Catholics, both clerical and lay, right from the beginning of his college career. This was a time-consuming and arduous task, he admits, but one that paid immediate dividends for individual students and for the vitality of the campus apostolate.

In these initial meetings he asked each student about his religious life and practice, in order to get a good sense of what is required to help him live out his life as a Christian. For many of these students, he says, the largest obstacle to overcome was the fact that they had not validly received the Sacrament of Penance in some years. Consequently, one of his first tasks was to re-educate the student about the sacrament and how to conduct an examination of conscience. This was typically the first step to getting the student re-involved with the sacraments on a regular basis. To this end, he emphasizes the importance of keeping regular hours in the confessional and not simply by appointment.

Offering such advice does not come without criticism – at least it didn't at Princeton. Fr. McCloskey was accused (by other priests!) of "coercing" students into going to confession, and using interviews with freshman students to "manipulate" them. But these priests, according to Fr. McCloskey, were simply upset he emphasized the Sacrament of Reconciliation, even though it's the duty of priests at times, he explains, to tell certain people that they are in need of confession. In fact, he sees this as a spiritual work of mercy.

The ultimate goal of the initial visit or "interview," he explains, was to elicit a commitment from the student to learn more about his faith. He encouraged this by handing out copies of the Catechism and New Testaments, while pointing out to the student that his knowledge of the Faith should at least be on the same level as his secular studies.

Following this initial interview, some students became involved in some of the activities of the campus chaplaincy, including Sunday Mass, and sometimes daily Mass. He offered courses in Catholicism and periodic retreats with plenty of room for spiritual direction. But the two practices that Fr. McCloskey promoted above all – and still does – is the daily habit of mental prayer and spiritual reading. His hope was that he could gradually help the student to a fuller life of piety: daily Mass, devotion to the Blessed Virgin, examination of conscience, and yes, the habit of making a regular confession.

At Princeton, Fr. McCloskey always kept a list of recommended reading material, not only of spiritual and literary classics written by great lights such as Newman, Chesterton, and Dante, but also informative books written from a Christian perspective that shed light on contemporary issues.

He also composed lists of recommended courses at Princeton each year. Although that may sound innocuous, the anti-McCloskey faction twisted his intentions by claiming that the priest was warning students against taking particular courses. The only evidence they produced to substantiate this claim was a memo from Fr. McCloskey that accompanied the list. The memo stated: "Remember, everything depends on the outlook of the teacher giving the course. The latter may seem quite interesting and stimulating, but if it is given by an anti-Christian, its impact is counter-productive."

For this, Fr. McCloskey was blasted for "censorship," and was said to be violating the very nature of free inquiry. His critics claimed that he had no right to evaluate university courses, no matter how obliquely. In short, Fr. McCloskey's work was seen as detrimental to the welfare of the university.

These sorts of incidents merely confirm the ongoing cultural battle in academia. A priest who is fulfilling his duties of teaching, preaching, and administering the sacraments–and doing it well–can expect the sort of attacks that Fr. McCloskey has endured throughout his tenure as a campus chaplain. But the payoff, he says, far outweighed any problems instigated by those who sought to stifle his ministry and influence. The "payoff" is not always concrete and measurable, but without fail, he says, from among those students who remain close to the chaplaincy there have come vocations, and not only to the priesthood and religious life, but also to a fully dedicated lay life. "The role of the chaplaincy is to serve as an instrument of God to transmit that call to the student," he says. That is how Fr. McCloskey approached his task.

The Opus Dei priest remained in Princeton until 1998, when he "graduated" to his hometown of Washington, D.C. to take over the direction of the Catholic Information Center (CIC), which he calls a "downtown center of evangelization." Instead of ministering to college students, his focus now is winning the hearts of busy – and often cynical – Washingtonians, from fast-food employees to U.S. senators.

"It's a kind of surrogate parish," he says of the CIC. Giving "evenings of recollection," retreats, courses on Catholicism and individual spiritual direction keeps him to a busy and fast-paced schedule. For the past few years, he has given spiritual direction to an average of 25 men and women each week, usually during half-hour meetings with him at his downtown office. "My basic attitude," he says, "is that I never turn down anyone. Everyone is worthy of my attention as a priest." Obviously he has been frequently recommended as a priest who is trustworthy, discreet, and orthodox in his views and in his practice of the Faith. When a priest does his job well, he'll be sought out.

As much as he is sought out, he's also accessible – in person, by phone, and by email. In fact, he takes the time to answer hundreds of questions and queries about the Catholic faith each month that come to him via the Internet. 
His website, "McCloskey's Perspectives" (www.frmccloskey.com) on which he posts every article he's ever written–and he's written many–keeps him visible and accessible. Part of his mission at the CIC, and anywhere he's ever been or will be, is catechesis. To this end, Fr. McCloskey is not at all afraid to make use of the newest and most powerful means of communication the world has to offer.

"I have a product to sell; I find prospects, and then I go after them," he explains by way of analogy. "My product is the Catholic faith. I'm an open book. I have no secrets. I like to write articles that explain what I do." One article, entitled "Winning Converts," explains Fr. McCloskey's passion for converting souls, but more importantly explains why and how each and every Catholic can and ought to go about the work of making converts. "As followers of Christ," he writes, "we are interested not in winning arguments, but only in our personal 'gift of self' which is never more complete than when we act as God's collaborators in communicating the gift of divine life, God's grace." Following in the footsteps of Catholic philosopher Dietrich Von Hildebrand, Fr. McCloskey looks upon all the people he encounters each day as Catholics in re (in fact) or in spe (potentially).

Indeed, such an approach has made Fr. McCloskey a name as a "specialist" in the business of transforming souls. "Often times," he explains, "those in Washington who are interested in the Catholic faith don't know where their local parish church is or who their pastor is. So they come to me at a highly visible place in downtown Washington." These men and women are often Evangelicals and Jews. "They want a specialist," he says, "not a general practitioner. I'm a specialist in conversions, not by choice, but by reality."

As a specialist, he eschews the more institutional approach to conversion that has unfortunately become the order of the day. "Many people are turned off by the bureaucratic approach that says, 'Hey, if you want to be Catholic then you have to come here every Tuesday night for a year,' or even worse, 'Sorry, our convert program started in late August, so you'll have to wait for next year.'" The Catholic Information Center was set up, in part, to give the kind of individual attention that Fr. McCloskey believes each personal conversion often requires. "I tailor-make my approach to each individual considering his circumstances and try to find out what's best for him," he says.

His record speaks for itself: Fr. McCloskey has aided in the conversions of some noteworthy personalities including Kansas Senator Sam Brownback, Wall Street economist Lawrence Kudlow, political commentator Robert Novak, and conservative publisher Alfred S. Regnery. During his whole life he's been in contact with high-profile people on the East Coast. "That's been my line of fire, so to speak," he admits.

One of his most noteworthy conversions is that of former Jewish abortionist Dr. Bernard Nathanson. As chronicled in Nathanson's 1996 book The Hand of God, he was involved in abortion for nearly three decades, beginning in 1945, when he persuaded a pregnant girlfriend to abort their child. He would eventually become the director of New York's largest abortion clinic and a co-founder of the National Abortion Rights Action League. His venture into what he calls "the Satanic world of abortion" included aborting his own child. "What is it like to terminate the life of your own child?" he wrote in his book. "I have aborted the unborn children of my friends, my colleagues, casual acquaintances, even my teachers. There was never a shred of self-doubt, never a wavering of the supreme self-confidence that I was doing a major service to those who sought me out." By the time he was convinced to leave the abortion industry – moved by the images afforded by ultrasound technology – he had presided over 75,000 abortions.

Functioning as an agnostic, he first converted to the pro-life cause. But for more than a decade he walked on the brink of despair, contemplating whether or not to commit suicide. After witnessing an Operation Rescue demonstration at a Manhattan abortion clinic, he started to ask questions about God, and his reading interests eventually turned toward Catholic authors. "[Fr. McCloskey]'d heard I was prowling around the edges of Catholicism," wrote Nathanson. "He contacted me and we began to have weekly talks. He'd come to my house and give me reading materials."

One of the most important aspects about the priest's approach to Dr. Nathanson was that he spoke what the doctor calls "the language of reason and erudition." He was able to unite faith and reason for Nathanson, who said he needed the safety net of reason for his leap of faith. "He guided me down the path to where I am now," he said of Fr. McCloskey, when he was received into the Church by Cardinal John O'Connor in 1989. "I owe him more than anyone else."

Now operating just blocks from the White House, Fr. McCloskey has been disparagingly called "the Catholic Church's K Street Lobbyist." But the priest takes no offense, and accepts the cynical label. Why not? He is, after all, lobbying for souls. And not just the souls of the rich and influential, he says, because for every high-profile conversion like a Nathanson or a Novak there are dozens of everyday people who convert to the Catholic faith under his guidance.

Perhaps because of the prominence of his present assignment, Fr. McCloskey has also become one of the nation's leading priestly pundits, and probably the lone self-described "conservative" Catholic priest among those who are regularly consulted by the national mainstream media on issues pertaining to the Catholic Church. He has appeared on an impressive number of television and radio programs explaining Church teaching and defending the Catholic faith. He has even locked horns on national television with the likes of Gary Wills and Fr. Richard McBrien. He's also often quoted in highly visible newspapers such as The Wall Street Journal, The Washington Post, and The New York Times.

One of the main messages he likes getting through in the press is that the Catholic Church will be revitalized in this country by a return to the traditional teachings of the Church. This stands in marked contrast to the relentless push for liberalization in doctrine and discipline as a means of solving problems in the Catholic Church. Such a message brings with it not a little ridicule and mockery, and some particularly harsh criticism from Catholic liberals, but nothing Fr. McCloskey hasn't been able to take in stride.
Just as during his years in Princeton, he must regularly field criticisms of his methods and beliefs. Plenty of that criticism centers around his being a priest of Opus Dei. Critics of this international Catholic group (officially known as a "personal prelature") that is officially recognized by the Pope, claim Opus Dei is secretive and cult-like in their practices. Fr. McCloskey dismisses such criticism, explaining that most of Opus Dei's critics just don't understand that Catholics can dedicate themselves to God as a layman. "That idea is so weird to them that they think Opus Dei is like Jim Jones giving them poison to drink," he explains. Rather, he describes the organization as a "supernatural family in the Church" that promotes the universal call to holiness in all states of life.

Fr. McCloskey first joined Opus Dei when he was a 16-year-old student at St. John's College High School in Washington, D.C. Ironically, he was attracted to the secularity of the group, and the basic idea that one need not be a priest or a religious in order to live a holy life. Indeed, he says, as a child he never had role models who were priests. In fact, a good number of the priests he knew in the 1960's were rather poor examples of the priesthood. Some left while others stayed in the Church and subverted Catholic doctrine.

Fr. McCloskey remained active in Opus Dei throughout his college years at Columbia University, while working 25 hours a week for Citibank down on Wall Street. In both school and in work, he says, he was always conscious of overtly living out his life as a Christian. With the help of his spiritual director he discerned that he was being called to the priesthood, a call that he found surprising since he had always been impressed with Opus Dei's primary focus of living out the Christian life as a layman.

From Manhattan he went overseas to attend seminary at the epicenter of the Catholic Church: Rome. At the Roman College of the Holy Cross, the formation center for Opus Dei priests, the future Fr. McCloskey lived with 160 men from 60 countries from around the globe. "I can't think of any disadvantages of studying in Rome," he says. "I was in the middle of European culture, near the Roman martyrs, and near to the 2,000-year history of Christendom." From there he went to graduate study at the University of Navarre in Spain.

Though he appreciated his years in seminary, where he was influenced by the living example of his professors, he is quick to tell people that he got much more out of his years in Manhattan on Wall Street and at Columbia University than from his seminary experience. "That's what's made it so much easier to deal with people like Lawrence Kudlow or Bernard Nathanson, or street people from Harlem for that matter. It's a lot different than a young man who went to Catholic high school, then Christendom College and on to Mount St. Mary's Seminary. I'm not at all against that, but in a way that man may be a little out-of-touch with some of the realities he'll have to face later in his priesthood."

Washington, D.C. and New York City have shaped the man who became Fr. C. John McCloskey III when he was ordained in Rome in 1982. "I'm not an angry man," he assures, but neither is he cowed by the media or academe. He's armed and dangerous. Armed with the Catholic faith, and dangerous to the enemies of that faith, and a way to salvation for men and women who are seeking Christ. "Priests are warriors for Jesus Christ," he says. "They are the Navy Seals, the Army Rangers, and the Green Berets of the Catholic Church, and I'm proud to serve among her ranks."
Michael S. Rose is author of four books including the NY Times bestseller Goodbye, Good Men. He is a contributing editor to New Oxford Review. His articles and essays have appeared in venues such as The American Conservative, Wall Street Journal, Newsday, Catholic World Report and The Wanderer. His latest book, from which this article is excerpted, is Priest: Profiles of Ten Good Men Serving the Church Today. He can be reached by email at: msrose@alumni.brown.edu.

Articles About Cardinal Newman
Fr. McCloskey's articles on Venerable John Henry Newman.

Friendship: The Key to the Evangelization of Men
Strong male friendship must be revived if Catholic men and their progeny are to get on with the holy and ambitious task in this young millennium: to build the civilization of love and truth in the 21st century.

The Courage To Be Catholic Book Review
George Weigel critiques the Catholic Church in the US with respect to the sexual crisis among the clergy, the lack of fidelity to the Church's teachings, and the shortage of vocations. He accompanies his criticism with analysis into the roots of the problems as well as his suggestions for the future.

The Family: Seedbed of Vocations
God calls a chosen few... to follow him even more closely in a life of apostolic celibacy for the kingdom of God, whether it be as a priest, religious, or layperson. Those called by God owe ninety percent of their vocation to their parents.

Go Out Into the Deep
It is time for today's college graduates, in this time of renewal and hope, to go out into the deep, to lower the nets for the catch, and to count on the Immaculate Heart of Mary along the way.

Recovering Stray Catholics
Calling back stray Catholics to the Father's embrace.

The Seven Daily Habits of Holy Apostolic People
These are the principal means to achieve holiness. If you are a person who wants to bring Christ to others through your friendship, these are the instruments by which you store up the spiritual energy that will enable you to so.

A Spiritual Consultant
As Blessed Escriva put it, "You wouldn't think of building a good house to live in here on earth without an architect. How can you ever hope, without a director, to build the castle of your sanctification in order to live forever in heaven?"
Spiritual Reading
Despite the lure of secular media, Catholics must spend time reading the Sacred Scriptures and other spiritual classics. Father John explains why we need spiritual reading and offers advice on what and how to read.

Spirituality in the Workplace
The laity are all called to labor in the vineyard, and the vineyard is the world and there is no excuse not to be involved. They are free and responsible members of the Church called directly to evangelization.

Triumph: The Power and the Glory of the Catholic Church, a 2000-Year History Book Review
H.W. Crocker makes the history of the Church come alive in this new book. Crocker writes with an attitude: he presumes that the Catholic Church is a divine institution founded by Christ and destined to last until the Second Coming.

2030: Looking Backwards
First published in May of 2000, Father McCloskey takes a speculative and controversial stand on what the Catholic Church might look like thirty years from now in this entertaining letter from a fictional Father Charles to a fictional young priest named Father Joseph.

Winning New Converts
As the Catechism reminds us, winning converts to our Faith should be a constant concern for all Catholics: "The true apostle is on the lookout for occasions of announcing Christ by word, either to unbelievers... or to the faithful." How should we go about it?

Why Converts Choose Catholicism
http://www.catholicity.com/mccloskey/exodusreview.html 
A Book Review by Father John McCloskey, National Catholic Register, November 6-12, 2005

Dave Shiflett, described by Chuck Colson as "one of the most astute culture watchers and writers I know," has written Exodus to answer the question he poses in the subtitle: Why Americans are Fleeing Liberal Churches for Conservative Christianity (Sentinel, New York, 2005).

An accomplished journalist and a member of the White House Writer's Group, Shiflett writes in a breezy and personal style from a perspective that fairly represents the new religious styles but clearly favors religions that don't consider "dogmatic" a dirty word.

Why is his book important? Over the long term, a people's health can be measured by whom they worship, how they worship, and what difference it makes in their day-to-day lives.

Today, Christianity is spreading like wildfire in Africa and Asia, while its influence is rapidly diminishing in Europe. We will have to see whether Pope Benedict and his youthful troops in the new ecclesial communities can pull off a miracle, but the intermediate prognosis is grim.

That brings us back to Shiflett's America.

A recent survey shows that the United States, unlike Europe, continues to hold steady as a nominally Christian country, with over 80% of Americans identifying themselves as Christians. Given the drastic decline in public and private morals since 1960, the obvious question is: How can this be? Imagine a 1950s American mother waking up in 2005 and turning on the television or the radio, or picking up a popular magazine. She would probably suffer a fainting spell, if not cardiac arrest, from the assault of deeply immoral attitudes toward marriage, family and sexuality.

The reason this can happen in a nominally Christian country is that the definition of "Christianity" in America has changed, and this is the story that Shiflett's book tells.

The great culture clashes that divide our country presently are at their root theological: They pit those who acknowledge religious authority (either Biblical or exercised by a divinely guided inspired Church) against those who ground their principles on the unencumbered moral right of each person to create his own personal religion, regardless of objective morality and doctrinal belief.

Shiflett, who classifies himself "as an itinerant Presbyterian, with an emphasis on the itinerant," demonstrates first with statistics, and then through interviews and anecdotes drawn from the northern Virginia and D.C.-area, that "Americans are vacating progressive pews and flocking to churches that offer more traditional versions of Christianity."

Even The New York Times cannot duck the evidence: "Socially conservative churches that demand high commitment from their members grew faster than other religious denominations in the last decade."
Shiflett turns first to the Episcopal church, which was once the prototype for a traditional denomination. Many former Episcopalians have fled to more conservative Protestant denominations, or to the more liturgically minded and doctrinally based Catholic and Orthodox Churches.

Shiflett devotes considerable space to the Episcopalian membership drain provoked by the ordination of an openly practicing homosexual, Gene Robinson, as bishop (an event that continues to roil church members worldwide). Some Episcopalians consider this the last straw, but the same noise was heard when the Episcopal church revised the Book of Common Prayer, ordained women, and blessed homosexual unions.

To capture the "loyalist" position that embraces even a changed church, Shiflett presents the thinking of Rev. Hertherington, an Episcopal priest: "He called for broad-mindedness, justice, quality, equality and hospitality. … He made it clear that the contemporary virtues of openness, inclusion, hospitality and tolerance have won over Biblical admonition, especially regarding sexual sin."
After examining "celebrity heretics" such as Episcopal Bishop John Shelby Spong and describing their "missionary" work in deconstructing traditional Christianity, Shiflett allocates the rest of the book to the destinations of refugees from heresy and ersatz religion.

Chief among these, as we might imagine, is the Catholic Church. As Shiflett puts it: "When heretics make headlines, they are also making Catholics, and very good Catholics at that. Some take a long while to reach Rome, but once there they have joined not only the ancients but also the rapidly expanding Catholic population of the Southern Hemisphere. Before many more decades pass by, those who fear Catholic power may find themselves pining for the days when all they had to worry about was a tunnel connecting the Vatican to the White House."

In his section on the Catholic Church, Shiflett interviews converts such as Al Regnery, the well-known scion of a conservative publishing house of the same name. Regnery converted from Episcopalianism along with an old friend and writer, Andy Ferguson, who at one time wished to become an Episcopal priest.

Ferguson was strongly impressed by the Church's history and consistent liturgy, while Regnery was attracted by "commitment to principle, institutional vastness and forgiving attitude."

Shiflett also discusses other high-profile converts, such as Judge Robert Bork, dean of Washington columnists Robert Novak, possible presidential candidate (and evangelical turned Catholic) Sen. Sam Brownback, R-Kan., and popular radio talk-show host Laura Ingraham.

Remaining chapters are quite helpful, particularly for Catholics seeking to understand the mindset of fellow Christians who are united with us on so many issues, except the fundamental ones of authority and the sacraments. (I refer to the Southern Baptists and the evangelicals.)

To gain insight into the Southern Baptists, Shiflett interviews two important and influential members: Richard Land and Albert Mohler. He writes that interviewing them gives an insight into how evangelical thinkers see the world:

"They aren't triumphalistic — quite the opposite. They are not chauvinistic, for they have little hope of stopping, on a societal scale at least, what they believe is an irresistible anti-Christian juggernaut. Nor does this type of orthodox Christian buy in to the argument that America is a shining city on the hill, or for that matter worthy of God's benevolence."
Moving on to that broad group of generic Christians that come under the umbrella of "evangelicals," Shiflett profiles Colson, for whom he once served as speech writer. Colson's story is well-known — how a Boston-born, Ivy league-educated, Republican henchman under President Nixon went to jail in the Watergate era, had a born-again experience, and founded the Prison Fellowship, which evangelizes criminals with notable success.

According to Colson, "the purest form of Christianity is practiced in prison. In prison you don't have to worry about stepping on anyone's toes if you talk about sin. As they say, the hangman's noose concentrates the mind."

At the same time, he has tough words for the so-called "soft" evangelicals with their mega-churches:

"Colson says they are purveyors of 'self-centered worship.' You may get people to come to those churches, and you may have church growth. But you will not have church impact. The reason is that church becomes increasingly like the culture. People go in, see a skit, listen to some music, hear a soothing sermon, and think they have done their Christian duty. They are entering the exact precarious position the mainline found itself in the '60s and '70s."

Perhaps we Catholics, who lived through the last 40 years in the United States, know exactly what he means, as our own drop in Church attendance demonstrates.

Shiflett finishes his excellent survey of the exodus from "liberal" Christianity to "conservative" Christianity by re-telling perhaps the most dramatic conversion story of all to demonstrate the power of orthodox Christianity.

That is the conversion to Catholicism of the father of legal abortion in the United States, the Jewish-born former atheist Dr. Bernard Nathanson.

Colson, who attended his baptism, recounts, "It was a sight that burned into my consciousness, because just above Cardinal O'Connor was the cross. … I looked at the cross and realized again that what the Gospel teaches is true; in Christ is the victory. He has overcome the world, and the gates of hell cannot prevail against his Church."

Shiflett's book moves the case for unity in the Church forward. Although he does not say so, his storytelling and interviews clearly show that Christianity without a divinely instituted authority to guide and govern leads inexorably to a total reliance on private judgment and utter chaos in doctrine and morals.

John Paul II's greatest goal of unity among all Christians was not accomplished in his lifetime. That project continues, however, and where else could it end except in returning home to Rome?

Good News, Bad News

Evangelization, Conversion and the Crisis of Faith

A new book by Father John McCloskey.

http://www.catholicity.com/mccloskey/goodnews.html
Father John McCloskey has become a famous "convert maker" in the powerful corridors close to the White House. 
Having run the Catholic Information Center in the heart of Washington, DC from 1998 to 2004, McCloskey had direct contact with numerous well-known and lesser-known Washington figures. Among well-known Catholic converts instructed by Fr. McCloskey are Senator Sam Brownback, publisher Alfred Regnery, Dr. Bernard Nathanson, journalist Robert Novak and many others.

This work is a joint effort of McCloskey and Russell Shaw, the widely read Catholic author, speaker, and former communications director for the U.S. bishops. Drawing on moving, firsthand accounts of conversions, this book combines personal testimony, solid theology, and effective methods of communicating the Catholic Faith.

In addition to his compelling insights on how to teach or share the faith in a winning, inspiring way, this work includes the contributions of several dozen converts of Fr. McCloskey who give their own moving testimonies of why they converted to Catholicism, and how that life-changing journey happened for each of them. Many of their writings reveal extraordinary perception regarding the workings of grace and the dynamics of the spiritual life.

What Readers Are Saying

From personal experience, I can testify that Father C. John McCloskey is one of America's great Catholic evangelizers. This book is a unique, fascinating guide of how and why to convert, and it should be must reading for all Catholics.
~Robert D. Novak
Mr. Shaw and Fr. McCloskey have written a book about repentance, recovery, conversion, and joy. I recommend it because I have experienced it through Jesus, my Savior.
~Lawrence Kudlow
Through their friendship and their family life, Catholics converted the Roman Empire, one person at a time. This book shows you how it was done-and how it's still done today. It's a book that can change the world all over again.
~Dr. Scott Hahn
This book ranks with Karl Stern's Pillar of Fire and Thomas Merton's Seven Storey Mountain as an indispensable spiritual road map for the perplexed, the sorely bent and the broken. I know: Father John McCloskey was my Virgil, guiding me gently and lovingly through the terrifying jungle of secular success to a place of infinite surcease – God's grace.
~Dr. Bernard Nathanson
Fr. C.J. McCloskey and Russell Shaw are themselves incomparable evangelists and apologists of the Church. They are compelling writers. All should study them.
~Lewis E. Lehrman
No matter where you are in your spiritual journey, pick this book up and be transformed both inside and out.
~Raymond Arroyo
When it comes to leading people into full communion with the Catholic Church, Fulton J. Sheen was the John McCloskey of his day.
~Robert P. George
This book is calling all Catholics to share the gift of faith and shows them how to do so with winsome joy.
~Rev. Richard John Neuhaus
Articulate and provocative. This is an important book we all need to read.
~Bowie Kuhn
"There is no more articulate believer in the power and majesty of the Catholic Church than Fr. C. J. McCloskey. Any sincere searcher for Truth who is attracted to Christian--particularly Catholic--faith, will want to read this book. Agree or disagree with Fr. McCloskey's unequivocal perspectives, his assertive witness provides much food for thought."
~Wesley J. Smith
I've often wished that the call to Christian witness could come with a user's manual. Now it does, and the book is written by two true heroes of the apostolate. Do the world a favor and read this book today!
~Mike Aquilina
Fr. C. John McCloskey is one of the foremost apostles of the new evangelization in the United States. Catholics looking to bring converts into the fold should pay close attention to this wise and engaging book.
~W. Bradford Wilcox
Good News, Bad News is a wonderful contribution to the new evangelization envisioned by Pope John Paul II. Although dialogue is important for the Church, it is not a replacement for the fundamental call to evangelize. Father C.J. McCloskey and Russell Shaw, with clarity and deep insight, show how this can be done today in a joyful effort to bring others to the fullness of truth, which is found in Our Lord Jesus Christ and His Church. All those who love Our Lord and long to share the Faith would do well to read this excellent work.
~Dr. Timothy O'Donnell
Fr. McCloskey's and Russell Shaw's new work is an arresting reminder that even in our relentlessly technological age, sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ born and raised from the dead is still best accomplished person-to-person. In these pages two compelling writer/evangelists provide both blueprint and testimonial to the ongoing power of the personal witness and its role in the evangelization of persons and cultures.
~Jeffrey O. Nelson
The obstacles to converting people to the Catholic Faith in the modern world today are formidable. It is difficult to imagine a time since Luther's revolt when Catholicism has been more misrepresented and misunderstood, and more treated with contempt and indifference. 
Fr. John McCloskey and Russell Shaw - the priest and the journalist -show how, despite these impediments, the Truth of the Catholic Faith can be made known to self-identified modern people through appeals to the intellect and the heart seeking understanding. Both practical and inspiring, McCloskey and Shaw have provided us with an indispensable guide for bringing others to where we are all called - home to Christ and his Catholic Church, the home of Truth and Divine Love.
~Samuel Gregg
Father John is the subject of much wariness in some quarters – a secretive figure working the back corridors of power, sewing the seeds of medieval intrigue. Here's his playbook, for anyone to read, along with some A-list testimonials.
~Dave Shiflett
In McCloskey and Shaw we have examples of men who contradict the vacuous dictum that those who cannot do, teach. They teach what they have done, and have done well. What they say is both faithful and reasonable and the combination has already affected many lives.
~Fr. George William Rutler
Fr. C. John McCloskey has written a book from an uncommon vantage point: the perspective of a clear-eyed, optimistic Christian who focuses, not on the obstacles to religious belief in our society, but on the incredible opportunities for evangelization. Drawing on his broad pastoral experience, and giving us the actual words of many ordinary, real-world people who have gone through different forms of conversion, he offers a multitude of resources to use and practical steps to take in order to bring others closer to Christ in a very normal, "un-preachy" way. This unapologetic introduction to apologetics will open people's eyes to marvelous possibilities for being apostles in their own lives."
~Christopher Wolfe
In a time of great conversions to the Catholic Church, not only in numbers but in the noteworthiness of the converts themselves, we are now blessed to have the Good News and the Bad News about the state of the Church and conversions in our age. Fr. McCloskey has been on the front lines, leading searching souls to the fullness of the faith. The stories are fascinating, the background instructive. This book is a fascinating read that will enthrall you from beginning to end. 
~Steve Ray
Fr. C. John McCloskey has provided a clear and practical guide for the apostolate of evangelization to which God calls every member of the Catholic laity. With confidence in the power of the truth and an understanding of the joy that permeates faithful Catholic life, Fr. McCloskey draws upon his own considerable experience in helping converts into the Church to assure us that we, too, can be God's instruments in this edifying work.
This book is in many ways an exhortation to genuine friendship and love–just as Our Lord offers us friendship with God, so also can we help those we care about to a fuller friendship with Christ. If we take to heart and put into practice the message of this very readable little book, not only will we have a role in bringing God's kingdom to our friends and relatives, we will grow in our own relationship with Christ.
~Dr. Thomas E. Dillon
McCloskey and Shaw have put forth a clarion call to the laity to proclaim the Gospel and defend the Faith. Good News, Bad News is filled with inspiring stories, concrete advice, and a clear theological vision of what it means to be a disciple and witness of Jesus Christ in a culture in desperate need of the Truth."
~Carl Olson
Those who forget the role of contemplation in the conversion of souls would be well advised to read this book. As one of the greatest saints of the twentieth century has reminded us, it is prayer, then action, that is the recipe for winning souls for Christ
~Joe Sobran
A great priest and a great writer combine on a great topic, the path to Rome - now that's a great idea! As one who tread that path some years ago, I can not think of a more important subject. Hopefully, this book will inspire others to follow that path.
~William L. Saunders
Fr. John McCloskey is an expert apologist and evangelist. With patience, wisdom, compassion and wit he has helped many people come into joyful full communion with the Catholic Church. Here he applies the same gifts to the task of teaching others the art of winning converts. Good News is a fresh, practical and readable manual for the New Evangelization, and should be devoured by all those involved in sharing their faith.
~Fr. Dwight Longenecker
Good News gives Christians of today a clear guide on how to reach out to people and disseminate the truth about life. The many personal stories about how human beings opened their souls to the Lord's calling have one implicit element in common: McCloskey's extending himself to meet and understand human beings as they are. God does the conversion, but McCloskey has helped open minds and hearts by an apostleship based on prayer, knowledge about his faith, example and courage.
~Alejandro Antonio Chafuen
In this tour de-force, one of America's foremost writers and a well known priest evangelist, provide a theologically rich and a pastorally wise guide for Catholics to fulfill the Lord's command "Make disciples of all nations" Mt. 28:19. The personal stories provide thrilling moments of how God works through the evangelizer and in the converted. For priests and laity this thoughtful, joyful and practical book is a must!
~Bernard Dobranski
Conversion and Holiness in The New Evangelization may sound forbidding, but it offers a very practical spirituality. If a friend asks about converting to Catholicism, here is simple, straightforward and unembarrassing advice. Almost all the known questions related to conversion are similarly discussed. God will be the real shepherd, of course, but this is a clear set of guideposts to Catholicism from which even (or especially) existing Catholics will benefit.
~John O'Sullivan
Without conversion there will be no evangelization, that is the good news and the bad news. The call to change is the very heart of the gospel and the new evangelization demands it.
~Bishop Nicholas Di Marzio
"Evangelizing" sometimes has a bad name. But Father McCloskey and Russell Shaw show why this needn't be the case. In fact, they explain why evangelization is every Christian's responsibility and how to evangelize with both zeal and genuine respect for others.
~Sen. Rick Santorum
Readers are guaranteed to find this book highly intelligent, unabashedly orthodox, and splendidly readable. The team of "Fr. C. John" and Russell Shaw would be very difficult to beat.
~Thomas Howard
We are repeatedly told that the success formula in life is KISS: Keep it simple, Stupid! And that's just what Father McCloskey has done in his work on evangelization. We are reminded that this task of "convert-making" is pre-eminently a lay apostolate and that it takes no more than a basic knowledge of the faith, living it enthusiastically and being willing to share it honestly and joyfully. The whole book constantly brought back memories of my own father - a common laborer with only a high school diploma - who throughout the fifties and sixties brought dozens of honest seekers into the Catholic Church by his own fervent witness and intelligent presentation of the Catholic Faith. What God has made so simple, we ought not to complicate, as this book amply demonstrates.
~Fr. Peter M.J. Stravinskas
Father C. John McCloskey is one of the most dynamic apostles of Jesus I have ever known. He has the ability to present the good news of our redemption through the saving life, death, and resurrection of Our Lord persuasively, enthusiastically, invitingly. In Evangelization, Conversion and the Crisis of Faith Father "C.J" and Russell Shaw describe the compelling insights Father has used to share the truths of the faith in an inspiring way. I personally know some of the persons he has converted-and whose moving testimonies are included in this book-and the way their lives have been transformed as a result. This is a must read.
~William E. May
Don't Just Keep the Faith, Spread It

Father C.J. McCloskey Shares Evangelization Tips

http://www.zenit.org/article-19553?l=english
By Fr C. John McCloskey
CHICAGO, May 7, 2007 (Zenit.org) - Every person a Catholic meets is a potential convert to the Church, says the author of a new book on how to share the faith. 

Father C. John McCloskey, a priest of the prelature of Opus Dei and a research fellow at the Faith and Reason Institute, is known for aiding in the conversions of p residential candidate Sam Brownback, Judge Robert Bork, Dr. Bernard Nathanson, journalist Robert Novak, publisher Alfred Regnery and economist Lawrence Kudlow, to name a few. 

Father McCloskey recently pooled his talents and knowledge with Russell Shaw to write "Good News, Bad News: Evangelization, Conversion and the Crisis of Faith[image: image1.png]


" (Ignatius). 

In this interview with ZENIT, Father McCloskey explains how evangelization and friendship go hand-in-hand, and why the Church and faithful Catholics are attractive to would-be converts. 

Q: Why did you decide to write this book? 

Father McCloskey: Actually, the idea came from my collaborator, the noted journalist and author Russell Shaw, who visited me while I was the director at the Catholic Information Center in Washington, D.C., and suggested the idea. 

Shaw thought my experiences and those of the people whom I have assisted on their journey into the Church would be helpful to inquiring potential converts and the many priests, religious and lay faithful who are eager to share their faith in a personal manner -- above all, through a strong friendship that leads to sharing one's great joy in being a Catholic. 

I had written some how-to articles on this subject, along with a good number of Church history pieces that help to put my ideas and experience in a historical context. 

We are in a glorious moment of the New Evangelization, fueled by the Holy Spirit, as evidenced in the pontificates of Pope John Paul II and Benedict XVI; the teachings of the Second Vatican Council are being brought to full and proper fruition. 

Q: What is the difference between good and bad proselytism? 

Father McCloskey: Good proselytism involves respect for the dignity of the human person and their interior freedom. 

Bad proselytism involves pressure and some form of coercion completely contrary to the freedom that Christ won for us on the cross. The truth makes us free, but it must be freely accepted to be effective. 
Good proselytism comes through a sincere and close friendship in which the potential convert recognizes that his friend has only his temporal and eternal happiness at heart. The person eager to share his faith as an apostle should see himself as an instrument God is using to offer this gift to his friend to be freely accepted or rejected. 

This is a process that can last months, years or even decades. I know there are instant conversions. I have read about them but have never seen one. I have, however, seen some persons "convert" too quickly, and in some cases later fall away. 

There is always opportunity for a comeback, though -- the seals of baptism and confirmation remain, and so does God's love for them. 

A committed Catholic is always on the lookout to share his faith with others any way he can, but the most effective way is the means by which the Church grew in the early centuries -- through the power of "personal influence," to use a phrase coined by Venerable John Henry Newman. That entails a good attractive example of Christian virtue combined with a deep prayer and sacramental life. 

This, along with personal one-on-one or family-to-family friendship, fueled by grace, will inevitably create a powerful evangelizing environment that can overcome any "culture of death" -- whether that of the Roman Empire or that of our consumerist and sexualized society in the West. 

It doesn't happen overnight. God has all the time in the world. 

Q: What can the faithful do to convert those around them? 

Father McCloskey: On a human level, I would suggest the same tips that are helpful in making friends. 

First of all, be an interesting person, which above all means -- to the extent possible -- soaking yourself in Western culture by reading, listening to and seeing all that is good in it. 

Second, become an expert in humanity. Understand and love people the way they are, seeing both what you can learn from them and what gifts you can give them. 

As the expression goes, to make friends, be a friend. A serious Catholic should have dozens of friends of varying degrees of closeness. 

Also, regard every non-Catholic, without exception, as a potential convert. That is Christ's will. He died for all, not for a few, and wants everyone to be his close and intimate friend as a part of his family, the Church. 

On a supernatural level, as already mentioned, the more we are immersed in God through our participation in prayer, spiritual reading, the sacraments, and the teachings of the Church, the more God can work through us to bring people to him in the Church. 

Above all, we should always be praying for our friend and helping him advance at God's pace. We should always be asking ourselves, "What does he need next, and how can I provide it?" 

Q: What are the key things that attract people to the Catholic Church? Is it the doctrine? or the practice? or the works of charity? 

Father McCloskey: All potential converts, like everybody else, are seeking happiness both in this life and the next. Otherwise, why bother? 

In the Church they find an institution that claims to be Christ's mystical body, founded by him during his time on earth, and unashamedly teaching the truth based on divine Revelation as it comes to us through Scripture and Tradition. 

What a joy it has been through the years to see people discover through study and prayer Christianity, which can and must be lived in order to learn that being good does make us happy. 

At the same time, converts remember very well the type of lives they were living prior to discovering the Lord and his Church; they are deeply grateful for the grace of this found treasure and have an eagerness to share it with others. The truth did make them free. 

I think, above all, people are attracted to the Church by their growing knowledge and love of the person of Jesus Christ. As they grow more curious in reading the New Testament and Church history, they realize that Christ did not leave his children orphans, but rather instituted a Church -- his family, his body -- where he resides until the second coming. 

The Church provides the means: its Scripture, sacraments, its authoritative teaching, the example of the saints, etc., so that a new Catholic can grow in Christ and reach his goal of holiness in heaven. 

Of course, they must see others who show by their behavior, their happiness, their practice of Christian piety and virtues, and by their practice of true Christian charity as exemplified in the spiritual and corporal works of mercies, that indeed the Church provides the means to live the Christian life fully it can be done. 

They see this not only in canonized saints of the ancient past and more recent past, but even more importantly in their friends -- the people who precisely have been God's instrument in introducing them to Christ's Church. 

Q: Are there any facets of Benedict XVI's teaching that strike a cord with would-be converts? 

Father McCloskey: What stands out immediately is his short and potent encyclical letter on God as love. 

The fact that a much misunderstood and maligned German cardinal became a Pope who does not throw out anathemas but rather writes on "eros" and "agape," and speaks about the essential importance of concrete acts of charity to the poor, infirm and underprivileged -- both corporately and in personal actions of each of its members -- to the Church's mission underlines the Church's message that indeed God is love. 

I also think it has been helpful to see the wonderfully seamless transition from two men with such a different personalities as John Paul the Great and Benedict XVI, arguably two of the most powerful intellects of the past century as, respectively, a philosopher and a theologian. 

Remember that virtually all the converts of last 25 years never knew any Pope other than John Paul II. While the Church certainly does not depend solely on the holiness of its hierarchy, it certainly doesn't hurt. 
Q: How do you see the state of other religions, in the face of increasingly complex bioethical and moral issues? 

Father McCloskey: To put it simply, no other Christian church or ecclesial community really even attempts to speak authoritatively on such questions. They simply do not have the tradition -- or could we say the magisterial grace -- to be able to examine these complex issues. 

Indeed, those communities closer to the Catholic Church often simply defer to its teachings, trusting in its millennial tradition and moral theology even if they do not recognize its unique claim as the one Church founded by Christ. 

Only the Catholic Church institutionally provides prudent and clear teachings that guard the good and dignity of the human person from conception until a natural death. 

This role is imperative, in light of the continuing rapid progress both in scientific and medical knowledge that can be utilized for good or for evil as applied to the human person, particularly in medical-moral questions involving procreation and in the origins of life. 

Converts see this as sign of the divine authority of the Church using its vast experience and wisdom to facilitate clear moral choices. 

The Rev. John McCloskey - The Catholic Church's K Street lobbyist

http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/assessment/2002/08/the_rev_john_mccloskey.html
By Chris Suellentrop, August 9, 2002

In late July, a tiny item in the Washington Post announced some surprising news: Sen. Sam Brownback, a Kansas Republican and former United Methodist best known for his opposition to cloning, converted to Catholicism on June 27. But just as notable as Brownback's conversion was the man who performed it, the Rev. John McCloskey. Brownback is the third political celebrity to convert to Catholicism under McCloskey's guidance — the other two were journalist Robert Novak and economist-commentator Lawrence Kudlow. The priest, who operates out of Washington's Catholic Information Center a couple of blocks from the White House, has made himself a spiritual K Street lobbyist.

What's he lobbying for? Souls, but also the soul of the Catholic Church. In addition to his trifecta of high-profile conversions (plus a fourth, the former abortion doctor Bernard Nathanson), McCloskey has become one of the nation's most prominent priestly pundits, espousing his doctrinaire conservatism (in matters of faith, not politics) on Meet the Press, The O'Reilly Factor, Crossfire, NPR's All Things Considered, and Tim Russert's hour-long CNBC show. He chats on television with Greta Van Susteren, Paula Zahn, and Tony Snow and is quoted by USA Today, the Washington Post, and the New York Times. Like all good advocates, he's relentlessly on-message: The Catholic Church, he says, will be revitalized by a traditionalist return to its roots, not through liberalization. 

It's a two-pronged strategy: Bring in conservative evangelical Protestants like Brownback while at the same time casting out liberal Catholics of all stripes. McCloskey is the anti-Garry Wills, telling American Catholics who dissent from some church teachings why you aren't a Catholic. "A liberal Catholic is oxymoronic," he says. "The definition of a person who disagrees with what the Catholic Church is teaching is called a Protestant." The Catholic Information Center, which McCloskey calls D.C.'s "downtown center of evangelization" for Catholicism, features a chapel and a bookstore that promotes McCloskey's views. Displayed prominently in the window at 1501 K St. is Goodbye, Good Men: How Liberals Brought Corruption Into the Catholic Church, Michael S. Rose's controversial book on homosexuality in Catholic seminaries. 

McCloskey is a native Washingtonian, an Ivy Leaguer who graduated from Columbia and a former Wall Streeter who worked at Citibank and Merrill Lynch. As a result, he travels comfortably in elite circles, and his ministry is focused on them: on young priests and seminarians (the intellectual elite in many Catholic communities), on college students at elite universities and "strong countercultural" Catholic institutions, and on "opinion-makers and people of influence." The self-described supply-sider has a top-down strategy to transform the culture, too. He wants to turn Blue America into Red. As McCloskey wrote in an essay last year for Catholic World Report, "[I]n the first several centuries of Christianity the Gospel was most successfully preached not to the poor and the outcasts, but rather to the prosperous middle classes and educated upper classes in the cities."

That focus on elites is a hallmark of Opus Dei, the conservative Catholic society to which McCloskey belongs. As James Martin put it in the Jesuit weekly America, "Opus Dei is the most controversial movement in the Catholic Church today." It's fiercely evangelical and fully devoted to the pope and the Catholic hierarchy. It's also a powerful force within the Vatican. The pope's spokesman is a member, and its founder, a Spanish priest named Josemaría Escrivá (who died in 1975), will be canonized October 6. Opus Dei is not well-known among American Catholics, nor is it particularly popular among them — 3,000 U.S. members and holding for the past 20 years, if Opus Dei's numbers are to be believed. (And there's no reason not to believe them.) 

But Opus Dei's Vatican influence and its doctrinal rigidity have made it the target of tough criticism from Catholic liberals for controversial practices such as self-flagellation, intolerance of dissent, and strict segregation of the sexes. The Rev. Richard McBrien, a Notre Dame professor of theology, says the group's beliefs are a throwback to the days before Vatican II, the council that liberalized Catholic teachings in the 1960s. Adds Martin, the Jesuit author of the America article, "What you have to assent to be Catholic is the creed that we say at Mass. One of the criticisms leveled at liberal Catholics is that they're cafeteria Catholics. But you can find cafeteria Catholics on the right that choose to ignore church teachings on social justice, on the rights of workers and the poor, on just war theory."
But McCloskey says that Catholics must "assent wholeheartedly" to each and every one of the church's teachings, regardless of how theologians rank their importance. "A good Catholic isn't worried about going deep into these theological levels," he says. "You say, 'I believe'." It's an anti-intellectual approach: All members of the church take a leap of faith, but McCloskey wants them to do it with their eyes closed and their hands over their ears. 

That demand of total, uncritical obedience is reminiscent of the most damning criticism leveled at Opus Dei by former members — that it uses cult-like methods of recruitment and indoctrination to prey on the unwitting. A practicing Catholic, Diane DiNicola founded the Opus Dei Awareness Network after her daughter was recruited into Opus Dei. She says her daughter did not know that she would be required to sleep on wooden boards, to flagellate herself, or that her incoming and outgoing mail would be read by Opus Dei. "I've experienced personally a side to Opus Dei that I wonder whether it comes from the Holy Spirit," DiNicola says. "I think Opus Dei is a cancer on the Catholic Church."

Critics like DiNicola lead many to believe that Opus Dei has a mysterious, unknown mission. But McCloskey's agenda, at least, seems transparent. He's quietly blunt about what he wants, and he writes about it in detail on his Web site, McCloskey's Perspectives. He describes the period after Vatican II as a "generally unfortunate period for our country and our Church," calls coeducation a "failure," and notes the "particular needs of the complementary yet quite different sexes." He advises college students to avoid "nominal" Catholic colleges (meaning Notre Dame, Georgetown, Boston College, and the like) that emphasize concepts like "openness, just society, search, diversity, and professional preparation." During a time of increasing ecumenism, McCloskey blithely predicts the imminent demise of liberal Protestantism: "Over time, most of them will fall away from Christianity or become Catholics." And when he goes before a mass audience, he doesn't back down, telling Russert on CNBC that if the pope were to reverse himself on birth control, "that would be the end of the Catholic Church because it would put in doubt any teachings of any sort, including adultery or any number of the Ten Commandments."

Despite his high-profile successes, it's paranoid to believe that either McCloskey or Opus Dei is going to convert the entire U.S. government or that all U.S. Catholics are going to embrace his brand of the faith. (Even McCloskey doesn't believe that, though he would argue that it is the brand of the faith.) And despite valid concerns raised by DiNicola and others, most members of Opus Dei are just good people trying to be good Christians. "Hey, it's a big church, there's plenty of room for them," says Michael Sean Winters, who writes about Catholicism for the New Republic and other publications. "I only wish that they would feel that way." Winters is right: The problem isn't that McCloskey is conservative or that he wants to bring in conservatives like Brownback. It's that he wants to throw everyone else out.

McCloskey is on the front lines of a long-simmering war over the Catholic Church, its direction and future — a war over the role of women, over contraception, over the proper role of the laity — ultimately, a war over the meaning of Vatican II. No one, save God, knows the outcome. But it's worth noting that even one of the church's most devoted partisans can't avoid a little "Protestant" dissent.

When asked what he would do if the Catholic Church ever reversed its position on birth control, McCloskey dismissed the question as an impossible hypothetical. Dismissed it, that is, after he blurted out his first, instinctive reaction: "I'd be gone in a second." 

Perhaps there's room for private judgment after all.

