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                                                                                                                                                                     MARCH 2010

                            C     O    N    Y     B    I     O - II

          A VISIT TO THE CONYBIO WEB SITE, AND SOME OF MY FIRST EMAIL CORRESPONDENCE*
    THE INFORMATION INCLUDED HERE IS IN CONNECTION WITH MY ARTICLE "CONYBIO" OF MARCH 2004.
"CONYBIO" IS THE VERY FIRST ARTICLE OF MINE THAT WAS PUBLISHED ON THE INTERNET. AT THAT TIME,
I WAS JUST LEARNING TO USE THE COMPUTER AS WELL AS THE INTERNET AND FAILED TO SAVE MUCH OF MY CONYBIO-RELATED CORRESPONDENCE, BUT WHAT I DID FIND WHEN RECENTLY UPDATING "CONYBIO" MARCH 2004 IS INTERESTING. WITH MY COMMENTS AND NOTES IN GREEN COLOUR WHERE ESSENTIAL. 
[E-MAIL IDs ARE DEFUNCT OR INTENTIONALLY INCLUDED] *COMMENCING FROM SIX YEARS EARLIER:
ADVERTISEMENTS IN "THE EXAMINER" [see "CONYBIO" http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CONYBIO.doc, page 2]
From: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Friday, April 23, 2004 9:01 PM
Subject: Your Ads in THE EXAMINER
Dear Mr. Michael Azavedo
I have seen your advertisements in THE EXAMINERs of 6 March and 3 April. 

I believe that you are a Catholic. Accordingly, I have sent you herewith a write-up on CONYBIO, and it is my request that you take a printout and read it carefully. And I pray that you may prayerfully discern that these products operate on occult principles that are incompatible with Christianity, and that the Lord may give you the courage to disassociate yourself completely from Conybio. Michael Prabhu, Chennai 

From: SIMPLICIO MICHAEL AZAVEDO <goldlinks@hotmail.com> To: <michaelprabhu@vsnl.net>
Sent: Sunday, April 25, 2004 8:11 PM Subject: RE: Your Ads in THE EXAMINER
DEAR MR PRABHU,                                                                                                                                                         THANKS VERY MUCH FOR YOUR EMAIL. I WAS ANXIOUS TO READ ABOUT CONYBIO BUT I DID NOT FIND YOUR WRITE UP. PLEASE BE KIND ENOUGH TO SEND THE SAME TO ME AT YOUR EARLIEST. THANKS ONCE AGAIN AND KIND REGARDS.

MICHAEL AZAVEDO
From: SIMPLICIO MICHAEL AZAVEDO <goldlinks@hotmail.com> To: <michaelprabhu@vsnl.net>
Sent: Monday, May 10, 2004 9:00 PM Subject: RE: Conybio
DEAR MR PRABHU, AS I INFORMED YOU I HAVE JUST STARTED LEARNING THE COMPUTER.
I AM STILL NOT ABLE TO OPEN THE ATTACHMENT. THAT IS WHY I HAD REQUESTED YOU TO SEND ME THE MATTER AS A LETTER AS YOU DID NOW. ANYHOW PLEASE BE KIND ENOUGH TO SEND THIS MESSAGE TO MY FRIEND MR. ASHOK AT jollyashok@hotmail.com. Thanks and sorry for all the trouble you are taking for me. Michael S Azavedo
NOTE: MICHAEL AZAVEDO INFORMED ME THAT AFTER READING MY ARTICLE, HE GAVE UP THE CONYBIO BUSINESS. [I HAVE NOT SAVED ALL THE CORRESPONDENCE.] HE HAS NOW GONE TO BE WITH THE LORD.
SOME LETTERS THAT I COULD TRACE OUT
From: marypforjesus@hotmail.com To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Monday, March 22, 2004 6:00 AM 

Subject: Re: CONYBIO/ LETTER TO ROME  
Dear Brother Michael Prabhu,
Thank you very much for you extreme kindness in sending us the copy of your letter to Rome with regard to the threat of New Age in our Catholic Church.
We have received your mails with attachments on Conybio and Martial Arts, but since we were very busy with retreat programmes in different places, we did not get time to go through them. We had downloaded all the materials in Father James's laptop in order to study as and when we get time. We started the retreats in [Europe] on….. 
This morning we were happy to see your mail again inspite of our failure to respond to your previous mails. 

Father in a very special way congratulates you for your courage to express the truth about the Church in India to Vatican and your zeal for our Mother Church. 
SEE INDEX ON PAGE 26
We sincerely pray that God may protect you because you are standing in Ephesians 5.11.
With love and God's Blessings from Father…, Mary Pereira [preaching retreats in Europe with Fr James]
From: james kaniyaparambil <jmk4jesus@CatholicWeb.com> To: prabhu <michaelprabhu@vsnl.net>

Sent: Saturday, July 31, 2004 1:45 AM Subject: Re: New 4
Dear Mike, Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus.
Thank you very much for your sincere research work for the Lord to enlighten the people of God about the dangers of New Age. I heartily congratulate you for your eye-opening articles which you share with people. 
This is in response with gratitude for the receipt of the attachments which u sent on 9.7.04. As you have enquired about the articles, Conybio, Martial Arts, lengthy articles on Homeopathy etc have been received by us. But the problem is, our laptop got spoiled in Germany, and we have given it for repair in Vienna. We do not know whether the stored files will be

intact when we get back the laptop. Anyway we will inform you about it later. With God's Blessings, Mary Pereira
From: caesare@sify.com To: prabhu  Sent: Monday, March 22, 2004 6:42 PM                                                                   
Dear Mike, I shall forward your message on Conybio to my friends.  But the thing is that many of them have bought the stuff. Now they can’t do any thing about it… Pamela, Kochi
From: luz maria montes To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Tuesday, April 20, 2004 7:06 AM 

Subject: An urgent request, Conybio 

Dear Michael, The love, joy and peace of the risen Jesus to you, Angela and family.                                                                                          I know that you once sent me something on Conybio, but I have not been able to find it. There is a young man, a member of one of our prayer groups, and on the core team, who has recently become a distributor of their products, and is convinced it is ok to do this. Please send me urgently the material that shows how this is connected to New Age so I may share it with him. Also pray for him and his family as this is presently his only source of income. Praise the Lord! In Christ, Luz Maria Engineer, Mumbai
From: Sony Joseph To: prabhu Sent: Wednesday, April 21, 2004 10:26 PM Subject: Re: 80 CONYBIO
Michael, This is a general article that connects medicine and original sin and science written by a doctor. This may not apply directly to India but I think you can show what is real scientific investigation from this one.
I will send the other articles one by one. Sony Joseph, Illinois, USA
Of Medicine, Magic, and Original Sin by Brian J. Kopp, DPM, Published by The Wanderer Printing Company, March 8, 2001
From: cyriljohn To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Monday, April 26, 2004 11:20 AM Subject: Re: MA/M 41/42 CONYBIO 

Dear Bro. Michael, Greetings! This is to acknowledge receipt of the about write-up. Thanks for the same.
Keep up the good work. May the Lord bless you! 
Yours in Christ, Cyril John [National Chairman, Catholic Charismatic Renewal], New Delhi
From: jojo [geo_preetha@satyam.net.in] To: prabhu Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2004 2:20 PM Subject: New age

Dear Michael, Charisindia is planning to bring out an issue on New Age. Probably this is an answer to your prayer and a dream come true for you! Now I want your help in the form of an article to be published in Charisindia- topic on Yoga, Martial Arts and related subjects. Pranic healing and reiki, I have asked another person to write on. Vipassana- I have with me another article. There is a time target: I want the article by May end or June by 5th the latest. Hope you would do your best much ahead of time.  Thanking you in advance, Yours in Christ, Constantine [Assistant Editor, Charisindia]                                                                                                          
From: prabhu To: jojo Sent: Sunday, May 02, 2004 4:49 PM Subject: Conybio write-up for CHARISINDIA 

Dear Professor Constantine, 

In reference to your letter to me dated 24th March*, I am attaching herewith a condensed version of the original article. It is now two-thirds of the length of the original. Kindly go through it and edit it to the length required by you.                   Alternatively, if you have any more suggestions please let me know by referring to the paragraphs in the serial order in which they appear. I trust that you would have received also a copy of my letter to Mr. Cyril John. In Jesus' Name Michael
NOTE: *THE LETTER OF 24TH MARCH FROM PROF. CONSTANTINE IS NO MORE IN MY ARCHIVES. TILL THE TIME OF WRITING, HE IS THE ASSISTANT EDITOR OF 'CHARISINDIA' AND DECIDES ITS CONTENT.
THE UNSOLICITED ASSURANCE THAT ALL MY ARTICLES IN 'CHARISINDIA' WAS PUBLICLY GIVEN ON MARCH 28, 2004 AT ST. JOSEPH’S CONVENT, BANDRA, MUMBAI, BY MR. CYRIL JOHN, NATIONAL CHAIRMAN, CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL, DURING HIS FELICITATION OF THE SPEAKERS AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE ONE-DAY SEMINAR ON 'NEW AGE' DELIVERED BY [THE LATE] ERROL FERNANDES AND MYSELF AT THE INVITATION OF THE BANDRA SERVICE TEAM.
A SECOND PUBLIC ASSURANCE, AGAIN UNSOLICITED, GIVEN BY MR. CYRIL JOHN WAS THAT ERROL AND I WOULD BE INVITED TO GIVE SEMINARS ON 'NEW AGE' TO THE LEADERS OF THE CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL ALL OVER INDIA.
WHILE DOING SO, HE EXPRESSED REGRET THAT NOT ONLY WAS NO COOPERATION BEING EXTENDED BY THE CCR TO THIS MINISTRY BUT ALSO THAT THIS MINISTRY WAS ACCORDED A VERY NEGATIVE PUBLICITY.
TO MUCH APPLAUSE, HE ASSURED THE DELEGATES THAT THIS WOULD NOT BE THE CASE IN FUTURE.
THIS LETTER FROM ROWENA LUIS TO OTHER BANDRA LEADERS, CONFIRMS MY STATEMENTS:
From: rowena luis 
To: ian dsouza; mario dias; michaelprabhu@vsnl.net; vincent dsouza; riterrol@vsnl.com [Errol Fernandes]
Sent: Saturday, April 17, 2004 7:58 PM

Subject: Report on the NEW AGE seminar, modified by Errol Fernandes
The New Age Movement is "one of the greatest threats to Christianity in the 3rd millennium" according to Pope John Paul II. Having recognized the growing trend of the subtle and disastrous influence of New Age and the truth behind the Pope's recent statement, the All Bandra Leaders team over the past few years have been addressing this urgent issue that faces the church today. 

A one-day seminar 'New Age and the Catholic' was held on March 28th. The 70 members from the various prayer groups in Bandra who attended were mostly core-group members, cell animators and ministry heads.
The two speakers Errol Fernandes of Bandra (who has long been studying and writing on the New Age), and Michael Prabhu from Chennai (who has more recently been conducting an intense research on New Age in the Indian context) expounded this topic in a clear and lucid manner.
Some topics were 'The principles of New Age' and its incompatibility with Christianity, 'Thinking about the way we think' or becoming more discerning as Christians in the world, etc. Several aspects of New Age such as 'holistic healing' techniques, vipassana, yoga and other Eastern meditations etc. were covered. All of the above were explained in the light of church documents- 'Jesus Christ, the Bearer of the Water of Life', '...Some Aspects of Christian Meditation', Ecclesia in Asia etc. 

There were two powerful testimonies, one by a lady who came out of her traumatic involvement with yoga, and another by a couple whose ministry reaches out to people in bondage to New Age philosophies and practices. 

The question and answer session handled excellently by Errol and Michael at the end helped to clarify remaining doubts. For the participants it was a clear eye-opener to see how far the New Age in its devious ways has made inroads into the life of normal Christians. The people left with a deeper awareness of New Age and a burden to start speaking out against it, and most importantly, to back it up with intercession having understood that this is spiritual warfare.
We were greatly encouraged and supported by the attendance of Luz Maria, the Bombay Service Team chairperson, who also spoke to us. 

In closing, Cyril John the National Service Team chairman addressed the participants and expressed the need to bring out a special issue of Charisindia dedicated to the different aspects of New Age, and to hold seminars of this kind for leaders in the charismatic renewal on an all-India basis. 
A follow-up seminar is proposed to be held in July*. Rowena
NOTE: ERROL FERNANDES PASSED AWAY OF LEUKEMIA ON JUNE 25.

THE JULY 4 FOLLOW-UP SEMINAR IN BANDRA WAS GIVEN BY ERIKA GIBELLO, A LONG-TIME CRUSADER AND SPEAKER AGAINST HOMOEOPATHY, NEW AGE AND NEW RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS.*
THOUGH INFORMED, I CHOSE NOT TO ATTEND.*                                                     *see three letters below
DESPITE NINE MONTHS OF DILIGENT CORRESPONDENCE WITH PROF. CONSTANTINE AND MR. CYRIL JOHN, DURING WHICH I SENT THEM MANY OF MY ARTICLES TAILOR-MADE FOR CHARISINDIA, THE MATTER GRADUALLY DIED A NATURAL DEATH, OR SHOULD I SAY THAT IT WAS KILLED OFF!
[THE DETAILED CORRESPONDENCE WITH PROF. CONSTANTINE WILL SOON BE AVAILABLE AT THIS SITE]  
THE NATIONAL LEADERS EXHIBITED A COMPLETE LACK OF INTEGRITY THAT DEFIES ALL EXPLANATION.
BUT, THERE COULD BE AN EXPLANATION AND I OFFER TWO MAIN REASONS WHICH ARE AGREED ON BY SUPPORTERS OF THIS MINISTRY, THOUGH THERE COULD BE MORE:

-SOME OF THE LONG-TIME AND SENIOR LEADERS ARE THEMSELVES INVOLVED IN SOME FORM OF NEW AGE, EITHER ACTIVELY OR PASSIVELY. 
I HAVE STARTED DOCUMENTING THIS IN SOME OF MY MORE RECENT REPORTS AND ARTICLES;
-SOME BISHOPS AND POWERFUL PRIESTS ARE PROMOTING NEW AGE HOLISTIC HEALING THERAPIES AND MEDITATIONS IN THEIR DIOCESES – IN THE CASE OF BOMBAY ARCHDIOCESE AND PUNE DIOCESE AND SOME DIOCESES IN KERALA NEW AGE IS VIRTUALLY INSTITUTIONALIZED. 
I HAVE STARTED DOCUMENTING THIS TOO IN SOME OF MY MORE RECENT REPORTS AND ARTICLES. 
THE CHARISMATIC RENEWAL PREFERS TO AVOID ROCKING THE BOAT – AND THE BISHOPS – AND, PUBLISHING MORE THAN A COUPLE OF GENERAL AND NON-SPECIFIC ARTICLES ON NEW AGE WHICH CHARISINDIA DID DO, AWARE THAT THE CONTENT OF SUCH ARTICLES WOULD NOT UPSET ANY OF THE BISHOPS, AND INVITING ME OR ERIKA GIBELLO TO CONDUCT SEMINARS ALL OVER INDIA WOULD CREATE PROBLEMS FOR THE BISHOPS. AND THE LEADERS OF THE RENEWAL.

ACCORDINGLY, SINCE 2004, NO ONE IN THE CHARISMATIC RENEWAL WRITES OR TALKS ABOUT NEW AGE. 
THE ONLY TALKS GIVEN ALL OVER INDIA TO SMALL CATHOLIC GROUPS HAVE BEEN BY THIS MINISTRY.

THE ONLY ARTICLES THAT ADDRESS THE ISSUES WITHOUT PULLING ANY PUNCHES – EXCEPT A COUPLE WRITTEN BY ERROL FERNANDES BEFORE HIS DEMISE AND ONE OR TWO RATHER OLD ONES COPIED FROM THE INTERNET – THAT HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED IN SOME MAGAZINES, ARE AUTHORED BY THIS WRITER.

TO DRIVE THE POINT HOME, LET ME EXPLAIN FURTHER. ERROL HAS, AS I HAVE, WRITTEN A GENERAL ARTICLE EXPLAINING WHAT THE NEW AGE IS, AS ALSO SOME LUCID ARTICLES ON THE VERY REAL AND PRESENT SPIRITUAL DANGERS OF YOGA AND VIPASSANA MEDITATIONS AND REIKI HEALING. THE NEW AGE ARTICLE WOULD GET PUBLISHED, BUT NOT THE OTHERS.
THE SAME TREND IS SEEN AMONG ALL LEADING CHARISMATIC MINISTRIES IN INDIA, BOTH ON THE INTERNRET AND CONVENTIONAL, WITH EXCEPTIONS IN SMALL POCKETS.  MOST OF THESE LEADERS HAVE LOST THEIR PROPHETIC SPIRIT IF EVER THEY DID HAVE ONE, AND ARE MORE INTERESTED IN POPULAR CHARISMATIC ACTIVITIES AND THEIR ‘CHAIRS’ AND THE GOODWILL OF PEOPLE INCLUDING THE BISHOPS. MY REGULAR READERS WOULD KNOW THAT I COULD SUBSTANTIATE THIS OUTRAGEOUS CLAIM WITH NUMEROUS LETTERS, MANY OF THEM FROM VERY SENIOR CHARISMATIC LEADERS THEMSELVES, AND FROM PRIESTS.
ONE WILL FIND BELOW, FROM OLD CORRESPONDENCE REPRODUCED BY ME, PAGES 7 ff**, THAT A CERTAIN MINISTRY WHICH IN ITS INFANCY AND EARLY DAYS HAD BELIEVED AND PROFESSED THAT NEW AGE MUST BE EXPOSED, THAT CATHOLICS MUST BE INFORMED AND PROTECTED, AND THAT THIS MINISTRY WAS FULFILLING A PROPHETIC ROLE, TODAY FINDS IT POLITICALLY CORRECT TO DISASSOCIATE ITSELF FROM THIS SAME MINISTRY. HAVE THEY REALISED THAT TO BE POPULAR THEY MUST COMPROMISE?
THERE IS THE CASE OF ANOTHER CATHOLIC MINISTRY THAT COOPERATED WITH THIS MINISTRY AND EXPOSED NEW AGE BUT EVENTUALLY DECIDED NOT TO, GIVING INNUMERABLE REASONS, EXCEPT THE TRUE ONE, FOR NOT DOING SO.

THAT MINISTRY ENDED UP ACTUALLY PROMOTING NEW AGE ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS, THOUGH NOT INTENTIONALLY, ON ITS SITE. DESPITE MY ALWAYS DRAWING THEIR ATTENTION TO THESE ERRORS, THE MISTAKES WERE NEVER RETRACTED OR CORRECTED BY THE MODERATOR FOR THE BENEFIT OF THEIR MEMBERS. THAT WILL BE THE SUBJECT OF A REPORT WHICH WILL DEMONSTRATE HOW SILENCE, PRETENDING ONE DOES NOT SEE, AND SPIRITUAL COMPROMISE, MUST ALWAYS LEAD TO GRAVE ERROR.      

*THREE [OF SEVERAL THAT I RECEIVED] LETTERS REGARDING THE SECOND AND ONLY FOLLOW-UP NEW AGE SEMINAR
1. FROM A PRIEST WHO PARTICIPATED AND SPOKE [PERSONAL CONTENT EDITED]
From: conradsaldanha To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Tuesday, July 06, 2004 11:56 PM 
Subject: Re: Trust it went well-really!!!!

Dearest Michael, The seminar went on well, It was really excellent, missed your presence...
Kindly send me both versions (soft and hard copy) of your articles. A little busy, Bye for now, Love and prayers, Conrad
2. FROM ONE OF THE ORGANISERS, LEADER OF THE BANDRA SERVICE TEAM [PERSONAL CONTENT EDITED]
From: rowenaluis To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Saturday, July 10, 2004 8:34 AM

Dearest Michael, I've just read your letter and I'm sending out this quick short reply back

Just to let you know that I'M ABSOLUTELY WITH YOU IN THIS FIGHT AGAINST NEW AGE… 
May the Grace and Peace of Christ be with you. Rowena
3. FROM THE PERSON WHO GAVE THE FOLLOW-UP NEW AGE SEMINAR [PERSONAL CONTENT EDITED]
From: erikagibello To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Saturday, July 10, 2004 1:04 PM Subject: Re: AYURVEDA 

Dear Michael, Whilst in Bombay my e-mail did not connect! When it was working I had no time and then I returned.
Your Feng Shui article proves how diligently you are working. I copied it for the participants and told them to request from Rowena. Your Yoga article was also copied and given to all participants.
At the question and answer session there were no questions pertaining to Feng Shui or to Yoga. Except complaints that the  [Catholic] schools offer and compel children to do Yoga and Vipassana.
All was in general terms. Father Conrad spoke also strongly but only general. Luz Maria was very supportive…
I missed sharing with you, most participants have not special knowledge or interest on our topic, so speaking and sharing with them is not possible… What about research about this Kalai Kaviri dance? In Christ, Erika Gibello, London
NOTE: NOTE THE STRESS THAT EVERYTHING WAS SPOKEN IN GENERAL TERMS.
IT APPEARS THAT THE MARCH 28TH ERROL FERNANDES-MICHAEL PRABHU SEMINAR WAS TOO SPECIFIC AND HARD-HITTING, AND THAT APPARENTLY IS SOMETHING THAT NO ONE IN AUTHORITY WANTS!
SOME LETTERS, CONTINUED
From: Fr. Thomas Sequeira, SVD To: prabhu Sent: Wednesday, May 12, 2004 1:18 PM
Subject: Re: 17/18 CONYBIO/ 82. LETTER TO ROME  

May God bless you. Due to the busy schedule I have not opened the mail for a long time. May your work be blessed a hundred fold. Fr. Thomas Sequeira SVD., Divine Call Centre, Mulki                                                                                                                                          
From: leo .rajiv To: prabhu Sent: Monday, June 07, 2004 3:19 PM Subject: Congrats!!

Noticed your article on Conybio online at Holy Spirit Interactive. Congrats!! Your first article online. Love, God Bless, Rajiv Balan, United Kingdom
[FROM THE PERSON WHO HELPED ME REGISTER MY DOMAIN AND MY INTERNET CONNECTION]
From: Sister Gideona To: prabhu Sent: Friday, May 14, 2004 11:29 PM

Subject: Re: CONYBIO/ LETTER TO ROME

Dear Mr. Prabhu, Thank you very much for sending us the letter you have written to the Holy Father. We pray that it will reach him personally and that something can be done about the situation.

We were shocked and grieved to read about the state of the Catholic church in India. What a heartache this must be for our Lord Jesus!  There is so much deception in our world today, and so little discernment among the Christians.

Just yesterday a Catholic lady from our town went to have Reiki treatment (against our advice), and she informed us that the local nuns also practise Reiki, so it must be all right.  I was so saddened by this.  Did the Pope write about Reiki in his 3rd February 2003 Vatican Document?  If so, could you please let me know what he said, so that I can tell this lady?

When your kind letter arrived with the information on Conybio, I glanced at it briefly, but since I have not come across this at all in Australia and, as mentioned above, I was devoting all my time and energy to a certain project, I did not read it in its entirety. It is good that you make people aware of the dangers and pitfalls in occult activities such as New Age.

Yes, I am the one who sent you Bob Larsen's article on Martial Arts.  I was glad to hear that you could use it. 

May God bless you and all your endeavours, and may He grant His light to those who have forsaken Him and have walked into the darkness. With warm greetings in our Lord Jesus, 
Sister Gideona, Evangelical Sisterhood of Mary, NSW, Australia 
From: anthonypatrick@rediffmail.com To: prabhu Sent: Saturday, May 15, 2004 1:27 PM

Subject: Re: Re: 67 CONYBIO/46. LETTER TO ROME

Praise God, Bro Michael, I have received your mail. I have also read thru it. You will know the Truth and it shall set you free. These words keep ringing in my mind while I go thru all this. There are so much of negative forces acting within the body of Christ but what can stop the Will of God. I have not taken any print outs for the moment but I have forwarded it to all my friends. I haven’t received the Conybio attachment. I have also received the Martial Arts attachment and I’m studying it for the moment. 
Sometimes it becomes hard to explain to other brethren the tricks and trade used by the evil one. Thanks to your documents I am able to convey to them the message of God. I also have all your printed material of the New Age movement. Pranic Healing, Reiki and some important letters which you have addressed to different people practising New Age. 
I may not be checking my mail regularly brother, but I surely look forward to all your messages. Thanks a lot for all the information you are updating. May God fill you with His power and grace. Praying for you.
In our prayers, God Bless, in Jesus, Anthony Virdi, Secunderabad 
From: treasure_goa@sancharnet.in To: prabhu Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2004 3:41 PM 

Subject: Re: 97. LETTER TO ROME

Dear Michael, I have gone through the "Letter to Rome". It makes one sit up. Did you send the document with references and details, or in the same format that you have sent it to me? I'm asking this because without adequate supporting references, I doubt anyone will take notice. For e.g., in para 2 under "Bishops", why do you not name the Bishops, as also the names of the books?                                                 

Similarly, the references to "Teenager" and "Jivan" should mention which issue/s you refer to, page nos., etc. So also, the para on CRI office bearers who are pro New Age - do you have the names and any other evidence? It is important in such exposes to be specific or else people do not pay too much attention.                                                                                                                                                  Jorim Mendonca forwarded to me your write-up on Martial Arts and Conybio. Here, too, there are few supporting references given. For instance, the definition you give about martial arts does not mention on which dictionaries/books you rely for the meanings. As an academic work meant to move the powers that be as well as others, to some concrete action, I think that such supportive references would be vital. Hope you understand. With regards, Francisco Dias, Goa
From: conrad saldanha To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Friday, June 25, 2004 12:48 AM Subject: Re: PATIENCE
…I forgot to mention that at the retreat which I conducted we had a case of someone whom the Lord helped discern against CONYBIO! Praise The Lord!!! The Lord also seem to have shown him the evil of MLM = Multi level marketing and the deception that is normally associated with it. [Fr] Conrad, Mumbai
From: corrine rasquinha To: prabhu Sent: Saturday, July 10, 2004 11:03 PM Subject: Re: NEW WRITE-UPS

Dear Micheal, Praise the Lord for all your efforts. Thanks a lot for sending me the Conybio article which I had forwarded to Aneel Aranha. I am told now that you write in Holy Spirit Interactive, Praise the Lord, and the two of you have become good friends to carry on the Lord's work. Please can you send me your article on Yoga 4, Homeopathy, and Pranic Healing by book post to my home address. I would be thankful… All the best for your work. 

Could you send your articles by email to sdwong@intnet.mu to Simon Wong in Mauritius as he leads a prayer group for 200 and is interested in reading all this material. His wife too is involved in the healing ministry, her name is Danielle. They were the main organizers for our retreats this June when Fr Augustine Mundackatt and myself were there in Mauritius. 
Love, Corrine, Mangalore
From: Suresh John Jacob To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Saturday, August 14, 2004 11:44 PM Subject: Conybio
Dear Br. Michael Prabhu, I just read your article in the Holy Spirit Interactive.

I am an Information Technology Consultant. I would like to know more about you and how you were able to know these things. May I just assume that you are an ex-Conybionian. Please get back to me, so as to know more about you. 
Shalom Uv' recha b'Yeshua  (Peace and Blessings in Jesus) Suresh John Jacob
From: henry quadros To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Saturday, February 18, 2006 8:36 PM

Dear Brother, We read some your articles in Stream magazine and we wanted to find out if DXN products have any connection with cults or is it a harmful alternative system because the organisation is world-renowned and functions similar to Conybio. We had confusion about this for a long time and we didn’t know whom to ask, after reading the abridged versions of your articles we understood that you are the right person to ask these things as your ministry deals with such things. Can you please enlighten us on this matter? What worried us was that there is one formula (mushroom powder) for practically every ailment and it is very high priced. Many people all around the world use it originates from East Asian countries. They have a variety of products from tea to lipstick at very high prices. Anxiously waiting for your enlightenment.

Br Henry Quadros, Abu Dhabi 

From: Pamela Mathias To: 'prabhu' Sent: Thursday, June 08, 2006 7:38 AM Subject: RE: HSI
Hi Michael Happy Birthday and I hope you have a joyful day with God’s choicest blessings.  This guy Aneel [Aranha, HolySpiritInteractive] published a whole lot of stuff on New Age, your article Conybio, yoga etc. God Bless, 
Pam, NSW, Australia
From: Suresh John Jacob To: prabhu Sent: Monday, June 26, 2006 10:18 PM Subject: Re: Reply

Dear Brother, Praise Jesus. I just got your mail... I certainly remember about the Conybio article, but don’t really remember HSI and who is Aneel Aranha? That was actually a time I was doing some IT consultancy for Conybio, and I soon left it as I started feeling a devilish force behind it… Shalom, Suresh

From: Deepak Vian Ferrao To: 'prabhu' Sent: Monday, June 18, 2007 7:30 PM Subject: RE: FALUN GONG or FALUN DAFA

Dear Michael, Thanks for all the reports and also about sharing the information about the mails in Mangalorean Catholics. 

I have also received the report on Anthony Samuel. I happened to read your article on Conybio in HSI. Was happy to see your article in HSI. Thanks again, Regards, Deepak Ferrao, Bangalore
** [see page 4] ANEEL ARANHA/HOLYSPIRITINTERACTIVE http://www.holyspiritinteractive.net/
From: leo .rajiv To: prabhu Sent: Tuesday, May 11, 2004 2:10 PM Subject: Re: 10. LETTER TO ROME

Michael, THATS GREAT!! WOW!! JUST WHAT I WAS HOPING FOR!! 

Michael you’re on the web {HSI/Aneel Aranha} now!! Praise God!! See, the wonders of technology!! How someone you never knew or have never met can offer you a column on their site....ok, ok, guess it’s not too right giving praise to the technology while its the work of the creator... anyway, great Michael... but you realise this also means a LOT MORE WORK!! Once you commit to a regular fortnightly column, you need to provide articles every fortnight!! You better think about that. But I believe it’s high time you started this. Guess for the website also we could have waited a little Its been sitting idle for such a long time, but with this I guess it will all fall into place soon. Praise be to God again!! Love, Rajiv 

From: leo .rajiv To: prabhu Sent: Monday, June 07, 2004 3:19 PM Subject: Congrats!!

Noticed your article on Conybio online at Holy Spirit Interactive. Congrats!! Your first article online. Love, God Bless, Rajiv Balan, United Kingdom
From: Aneel Aranha To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Sunday, May 09, 2004 6:22 PM Subject: Greetings from the UAE

Dear Mr. Prabhu,                                                                                                                                                   
We haven't had the pleasure of meeting but your name is a familiar one to me, getting increasingly familiar. 
Just this morning, somebody forwarded me an article by you on the Martial Arts, which I thought to be simply brilliant. A few hours later, another friend suggested I incorporate some articles on the New Age movement by yourself on my site, going so far as giving me your email and postal addresses.  

I do not believe in coincidence and getting two mails on the same day about a single subject, that too one that I had been planning of starting for some time now, is a sign being pointed towards you. I am aware that you have a very anointed ministry. I am also aware that you have a lot of writings on the New Age movement. Might I offer you a column on our site - weekly or fortnightly as you prefer - where you can educate some of our readers on the subject? If you are agreeable, my only request is to give the columns an international flavor, which is easily done by simply omitting specific references.  

The site in reference is called Holy Spirit Interactive, a Catholic web site I run and write for. It is under authority to the Vicariate of Arabia and is rapidly gaining respect in the International community. I just noticed that you are on the newsletter subscriber list, so hopefully you are already familiar with it. Please do let me know your thoughts on the subject.  I hope to hear from you soon. God bless. Aneel Aranha http://www.holyspiritinteractive.net/ May the Spirit be with you 

From: Aneel Aranha To: prabhu  Sent: Monday, May 10, 2004 7:12 PM Subject: Re: Greetings from the UAE 

Dear Mike,
Thank you for your prompt reply and for your carte blanche permission to use your writings! I can understand your motivation, which is the same as mine - to reach as many people as possible, but not many people feel this way. I am truly grateful that you do. One of the persons who wrote to me about you was Corrine Rasquinha, who works largely with youth in South India. She sent me the article on Martial Arts, which in all honesty, is the first article by you that I have read. In equal honesty, I didn't require to read any more to know that you would be a valuable asset to Holy Spirit Interactive. It is quite obvious that you know what you are talking about and aren't afraid to say it. 
The second person who told me about you was Lizbeth Mendonca who lives in Dubai. Do you know either/both of them?                              

I am very happy to use material that you have already written; it will all still be very relevant, surely. In future, perhaps you could copy me (email me?) on the articles that you write, so that I can put them up as and when I can.                  

My Postal Address is Post Box 25893, Dubai, United Arab Emirates. 

If it is going to be a lot of material, you might consider sending it through somebody who is coming down to Dubai. There are always plenty of people coming down and it might be more practical to send it across. My telephone numbers are 050-6258365 (cell) and 04-2861507 (land line). Do your travels ever bring you to this part of the world? If they do, please be our guest. We (wife Glenda, two kids) would love to have you visit with us.                                                                       
This has been a pleasure. Thank you once again. May God bless you mightily, Aneel 
From: Aneel Aranha To: prabhu Sent: Wednesday, May 12, 2004 9:59 AM Subject: Re: 99.LETTER TO ROME

Dear Michael,                                                                                                                                                               
I read your letter to Rome with much interest - and a certain degree of fascination, seeing as how you appear to have taken on the entire Indian Catholic establishment! I spent much time last night reading the 2003 Vatican Document on the subject. It is hard to understand, given what it says, why the Bishops and their kiln [sic] are on the other side of the divide. But then insidious are the ways of the New Age, I suppose. 

I have decided to give the subject as big a forum as possible but as I want to do this well, I would like to go about it systematically. We might begin with an introduction to the subject, always good for those to whom the subject of New Age means little. The Vatican Document serves as an excellent introduction, but it is too long for most of our readers. We would have to condense it, though I will include the Vatican document for those who want the "full story". You did mention that you had a summary of the Vatican Document. This might serve the purpose. 

In succeeding weeks, we could run your articles one a week. As I would really like to begin with subjects that all our readers will be familiar with - like Feng Shui and Yoga for instance - I wouldn't mind waiting they were finished. The Martial Arts is too long to start off with, though it could come in as a powerful #3. By the time the readers’ appetites would undoubtedly be whetted for more. 

In the meantime, if you could get across as much stuff to me as possible, I could see how to best put them all together. 
Perhaps you could get the notes that aren't in electronic format typed up in Word by someone. It is always good to have this stuff in electronic format. Not only will it will save you a bundle in postage costs, it can reach out to people more easily! 

I guess I am going to be termed "extreme right" once again, Mike <laughs>. It was a reputation I had when I started the site because of my very strong, but extremely "orthodox", view points on the Christian way of life, until I suddenly and quite miraculously obtained the support of the Arabian Vicariate. But the truth is what matters, right? This is going to be good! I look forward to hearing from you soon. Please keep me/my ministry in your prayers as I keep you/yours in mine. Love to you and Angela, Aneel                                        

P.S. I like 'METAMORPHOSE'! I was wondering about the name. 
From: Aneel Aranha To: prabhu Sent: Friday, May 14, 2004 2:27 AM 
Subject: Re: SUMMARY OF VATICAN DOCUMENT/CONVENTION
Dear Michael,                                                                                                                                                       
Thank you for both your documents. It was interesting reading about your ministry and I am glad to see that there are some people in the "establishment" who are both appreciative and grateful for the work that you are doing. 
I am not of the establishment but you can add me to the list of both appreciative and grateful. I have been doing a lot more reading on the New Age Movement since I last wrote and I am horrified! I had not realized the extent to which it has saturated into modern culture! 

I have decided not to waste any more time in highlighting the danger to Catholics. I am going to run an introduction to the New Age Movement on Sunday, May 23rd. This introduction will comprise the Vatican document in its entirety so that nobody is in any doubt that the Catholic Church is against this. I will also include another introduction that I have sourced which looks at the subject from a slightly different viewpoint. 

Commencing from the week after (May 30) I'll launch a series of articles on NAM. I had initially decided I'd have all the articles written by you, but because of the nature of the subject, I thought it might be wiser to have more than one writer, perhaps a priest, just to show that the church is behind this. I hope you understand and agree with the rationale behind this. Most of the articles will be by you, however, so if I could get a couple to work with, it would be great. Some of the more popular subjects would be nice to start with.  
Thank you once again for all the assistance you are providing, Mike. And for the education. I am still stunned, to be quite honest, with everything I am learning. God bless. Aneel
From: Aneel Aranha To: prabhu Sent: Friday, May 14, 2004 9:35 PM 
Subject: Re: SUMMARY OF VATICAN DOCUMENT/CONVENTION 

Dear Mike,                                                                                                                                                              
Short letter this, as my future letters will be too. I can understand how busy you are and don't want to cut into your time by giving you too much to read - and reply to.                                                                                                              
The names and email ids of priests willing to write will be appreciated. I don't really need lay persons. I am fine with you being the only lay person writing articles, though an Italian lady by the name of Erika Gibello* might contribute a few articles on the odd occasion. She is a friend of Fr. Rufus - do you know her?                             [*she’s Austrian- Michael]                                                
I will mail you copies of whatever I put up on the web site on New Age so you don't need to suddenly start learning how to use the Internet. 
Thank you for the article on Conybio. That's my bed time reading material tonight! <smiles> 
Good luck with your articles for CHARISINDIA. I am praying for you and your ministry. Love to you and Angela, Aneel 
From: Aneel Aranha To: prabhu Sent: Sunday, May 16, 2004 11:39 PM Subject: Errol Fernandes

Dear Mike,                                                                                                                                                                
I just heard from Errol who has expressed his willingness to cooperate wholeheartedly with the on-going series we have planned. This is largely due to you, and you have my gratitude yet again.  I have not heard from Fr. Conrad yet. If he does not write in a couple of days, perhaps you could have a word with him. I'll keep you posted.                                          
How are the articles for Charisindia coming along? God bless. Aneel 

From: Aneel Aranha To: prabhu Sent: Monday, May 17, 2004 12:53 AM Subject: Fr. Conrad

Hi again Mike, Just heard from Fr. Conrad too. He seemed a little uncertain about how he could be of assistance, but suggested that he might be able to do something on discernment. I'll keep you posted. Once again, thanks. God bless. Aneel
From: Errol Fernandes To: Michael Prabhu Sent: Monday, May 17, 2004 9:59 AM Subject: Holy Spirit Interactive

Dear Michael, I've been contacted by Aneel Aranha of Holy Spirit Interactive.  Thanks for mentioning my name to him.  I think our network is widening. In Jesus, Errol
From: Aneel Aranha To: prabhu Sent: Monday, May 17, 2004 11:54 PM Subject: Re: Fr. Conrad

Hi Michael, When I write to Fr. Conrad again I will mention that to him, but perhaps you can suggest he do so the next time that you write to him.                                                                                                                                                             
I noted your comment about sending out 150 emails to the Bishops in India. Perhaps I can shoot some more ammo from your shoulder. If you can let me have their emails I will mail them my next newsletter, which will have the beginning of the feature on the New Age Movement. Perhaps that will help convict them further, especially because my site is Vicariate supported. Let me know. We are outnumbered a million to one but we're still gonna win this war because we got God on our side. All we need to do is stick together. I really enjoy hearing from you Michael. Until next time, God bless.  Aneel

From: Aneel Aranha  To: prabhu Sent: Tuesday, June 08, 2004 12:19 AM Subject: Re: Give Life A Chance   
Michael, 
Yes, I am. It's a small network what we have going. It is impossible not to know everybody once you are in it. 
Your Conybio article is doing very well; lots of recommendations. 

Thank you once again for that, and for all your help. God bless. Aneel
From: prabhu To: Aneel Aranha Sent: Wednesday, June 09, 2004 4:47 PM Subject: HSI/CONYBIO 
Dear Aneel, Rajiv wrote to me from London that he was thrilled to see my 'first article online'. THANK YOU. You can, if you wish, advertise my email id for readers who would like to write for more information. God bless you and your ministry. What is your family like? Are you fulltime in ministry? It cannot be so in the Gulf.  Send me your photograph[s]. I can't do so. No facilities. I will shortly, in a week, be sending you some short articles [some are shorter versions of the earlier articles] that I have written. They are CONYBIO, MARTIAL ARTS [in terms of length now only around 3 or 4 pages each] YOGA and FENGSHUI.  Love Michael  
 
From: Aneel Aranha To: prabhu Sent: Wednesday, June 09, 2004 11:40 PM Subject: Re: HSI/CONYBIO 

Dear Michael, 
Your email id is online, right below your article so people can contact you if they so wish. Please do add all your friends onto the HSI mailing list; they will be happy to see you online. 
Yes, I am in full time ministry, though I do some freelance writing and designing to earn some money to help pay the bills. My wife works for an American company and has been a great source of support. I have two kids, a boy, also called Aneel. He is 14, just finished his exams. I have a daughter Lianne who turned 8 on the first of this month. She loves ballet. Attaching a picture taken for the kids baptism in December 2002.  Thanks for letting me know you will send some of your shorter articles. I look forward to receiving them. Take care Michael and God bless. Aneel 
From: Info Desk: Holy Spirit Interactive To: anandshalontr Sent: Thursday, August 19, 2004 4:06 PM 

Subject: Re: need an answer 

Dear Joseph, I have forwarded your mail to Mr. Prabhu, who is very knowledgeable about the New Age Movement. He is most qualified to answer your question. He is travelling at the moment, so you might have to wait a few days for his reply. I truly appreciate your desire to do the right thing by God. May he bless you for it. God bless. Aneel

{From: anand To: info@holyspiritinteractive.net Sent: Thursday, August 19, 2004 1:30 PM Subject: need an answer

I am a Roman Catholic Some time back when I attended a Charismatic Convention in Mumbai, one of the speakers referred to AMWAY as a new-age fad and that as Christians we should not promote them. My wife is very keen that we join AMWAY as a distributor as she is convinced that it is remunerative and will help us tide over financial difficulties we encounter often. Could you give me the correct position and justification for not joining up AMWAY?? 

God Bless, Joseph D’Souza} {This is regarding AMWAY, Multi-level Marketing- Michael. See the concerned article}
NOTES: TILL THIS POINT, STARTING FROM ANEEL ARANHA’S SELF-INTRODUCTION, I HAVE ONLY ANEEL’S LETTERS TO ME, EXCEPTING ONE OF MY REPLIES.
My records show that I put Aneel Aranha in touch with Errol Fernandes, a few weeks before his demise, Erika Gibello, Fr. Conrad Saldanha and others. [I have not included above the copies of some of his other letters to me between May and August 2004.] I even gave him the addresses of all the Bishops of India, and this was when HolySpiritInteractive [HSI] was in its infancy and virtually unknown whereas today it has ministered in several parts of the world including India. In the last week of May 2004, I wrote a couple of long letters explaining to him why Inner Healing is NOT New Age.

Then from around June 9, 2004, my birthday anniversary, till August 13, 2004, there was silence from Aneel. With my then 22 years of ministry behind me, I knew better than to ask him for the reason.

Eventually, of its own accord, it came in response to a casual letter of mine dated August 4, 2004:

From: Info Desk: Holy Spirit Interactive To: prabhu Sent: Friday, August 13, 2004 2:01 AM                                                
Dear Michael […] 

I am sure you might be wondering whatever became of your articles. 

I have put a temporary hold on the New Age section on the site, awaiting the return of one of my spiritual advisors who is vacationing in London. There is much that I am confused about and I need some clarity before I can go ahead. I hope you understand. 

Please do keep in touch when you can. I know how things get, so no rush, but when you have a minute or so, drop in a line. Be blessed. Much love, Aneel 
I received the brush-off as if I had been the one soliciting publicity through HSI.

I wrote back explaining that I was neither troubled nor hurt but that in fact I had become quite used to such turnarounds from people in popular ministry. Aneel’s response:

From: Info Desk: Holy Spirit Interactive To: prabhu Sent: Friday, August 13, 2004 2:53 PM Subject: Re: publication      
Dear Michael,

Thanks for your mail. I wish to make a quick clarification. My hesitation is not because I am "unprepared to risk endangering my ministry by getting involved in unpopular issues" but because 

I am not yet entirely convinced in my own mind that all the things that the Vatican document speaks about as New Age are evil.  

The document is, after all, a preliminary document.  The Vatican is soon to bring out a new document, which I await, and failing to get proper answers in that, I will wait for God to eventually show me the way.  If I am convinced that the things that we speak about are, indeed, evil, there is no force on this earth that will make me stop going to war against them, even if it means risking my life much less my ministry. Until such time that I am convinced, however, I will sit it out. 
I hope you can understand where I am coming from. God bless. Aneel
I wrote back, the same evening, a kind but firm letter, defending the Vatican Document on the New Age and carefully explaining my ministry and my experience with leaders in popular ministry. Aneel’s immediate reply:
From: Aneel Aranha To: prabhu Sent: Friday, August 13, 2004 11:35 PM 

Dear Michael, 

As you know, it is that time of the week when things get extremely busy but I felt I needed to put a pause to my work and write to you for two very important reasons. 

One, and this is the main reason, is because you are my friend and your friendship is valuable to me. I do not wish to see it flounder over disagreements in viewpoints or misunderstandings in communication, especially because one of the fulcrums of my ministry is unity through diversity. 

The second reason is because it is important to me that you understand where I am coming from. 
I am not chickening out of this fight or allowing myself to be swayed by popular opinion or doing things out of any other reason other than the fact that I do not believe I am ready for this. 

I have been led by the Spirit all this time Michael and I listen to what he says very, very carefully. He is not giving me any answers at this moment and when that happens it is a sign for me to wait. He has rewarded my patience in the past; I am sure that he will reward it in the future too. Let me say things as I see them now: 

1. I believe that the New Age Movement is a clear and present danger. It is what I said in my editorial when I launched the section on NAM and I stand by that. I have not removed any article that I put up, nor have I retracted anything that I have said. 

2. I believe that a lot of Catholics, clergy included, are being led astray by the New Age Movement. I believe that correction is needed and needed soon. 
3. I believe that most of what you say has substance. Your articles are thoroughly researched and documented. Your credentials are excellent. I have no problem with anything that you say and I will not refute anything because I do not believe you are wrong. I however, want confirmation from an independent source and the Holy Spirit. So far I have had none from either. 

4. I believe that HSI can be a very powerful weapon against the New Age Movement. I want to use it. But before I use a weapon I want to be sure of my position. I also need to know the enemy thoroughly and understand how he can be taken out. I am not the type who just goes out swinging left, right and center hoping one of the blows will hit. When I swing, I want the enemy to hurt with every swing. And I want to make sure that I am protected the best I can. 

5. Finally, I believe I am just not ready for this particular war. I have other priorities which need to be addressed and at this moment in time, that is primarily educating Catholics about their faith, strengthening it, and spreading the word of God around the world. Getting involved in NAM at this stage will confuse a lot of people, most of whom can't quote two verses of scripture and don't even know why they go to mass! 

I promise you that at the time the Holy Spirit leads me to do so, I will enjoin you in battle and you will not find a more ferocious warrior fighting by your side. But until that time please respect where I am coming from, support what I am trying to do (as I support what you are doing), with prayers, if nothing else, and let us enjoy our friendship. Until that time, please also continue to educate me on the evils of NAM. I do want to learn. Much love, Aneel
ARE NOT ALL OF THE ABOVE STATEMENTS COMPLETELY CONTRADICTORY TO WHAT ANEEL ARANHA WROTE ME FROM MAY 2004 TO JULY 2004 -- AND IN FACT ALSO TO STATEMENTS IN HIS OWN LETTER ABOVE? WHERE IS HE COMING FROM?
SILENCE FOR THE NEXT FOUR MONTHS, AUGUST THROUGH DECEMBER. MEANWHILE I SENT HIM MY HARDCOPY MATERIAL AND A BOOK THAT EXHORTS ONE TO BE PROPHETIC.
I MUST HAVE CERTAINLY WISHED HIM FOR CHRISTMAS. ANEEL WROTE: 

From: Aneel Aranha To: prabhu Sent: Saturday, December 25, 2004 10:43 PM Subject: Merry Christmas!

Dearest Mike,
Glenda and the kids join me in wishing you and your loved ones a very happy Christmas and a blessed year ahead. 
I've been going through the material that you have sent me and find it very interesting. I liked the book that you sent me and also the articles that you have written though it is slow going because there is tons of it! I am truly impressed by the fire that burns in you to make the truth known and was appalled by some of the things that appear to be going on in the Catholic church! More about this later. You have yourself a great season. Love and prayers, Aneel
WHAT’S ALL THE ABOVE GOT TO DO WITH CONYBIO?
WELL, NOTHING. AND EVERYTHING.

CONYBIO’S WHERE IT ALL STARTED REALLY, WHEN THE ARTICLE GOT GLOBAL ATTENTION ON THE INTERNET THROUGH HSI. AND THERE ARE SOME WHO WOULDN’T LIKE THAT.
I CAN THINK OF SOMEONE ADVISING ANEEL TO COOL IT WITH THIS NEW AGE THING, ESPECIALLY WITH THE MICHAEL PRABHU CONNECTION. THE SAME THING HAPPENED WITH CHARISINDIA AND WITH OTHER CATHOLIC MINISTRIES BEFORE AND AFTER THAT, AFTER THEY HAD INITIALLY ACTED WITH GREAT ENTHUSIASM AND SOLIDARITY WITH THIS MINISTRY.

THE REST, TO USE A CLICHÉ, IS HISTORY.

ANEEL ARANHA POSTED A SERIES OF NEW AGE ARTICLES BY MARCIA MONTENEGRO, AN ANTI-CATHOLIC WRITER. AS IF THERE ARE NO CATHOLIC WRITERS ON NEW AGE IN THE WEST! AND HSI IS A VERY CATHOLIC MINISTRY!!!

BUT THIS WAS NOTED BY ANOTHER MINISTRY, IDENTITY WITHHELD, WHICH WROTE TO ME:

From: name withheld To: prabhu Sent: Monday, August 14, 2006 10:29 PM Subject: Re: CONFIDENTIAL

JMJ Dear Michael, I did a little research on MM [Marcia Montenegro] few months ago discovered that Aneel had chosen a non-Catholic writer for such an issue as New Age. NN
A FEW MONTHS LATER, THE MINISTRY REPORTED:

From: name withheld To: prabhu Cc: name withheld Sent: Friday, November 03, 2006 11:27 AM

Subject: HSI has its own egroup now

Looks like you've been keeping busy. Today I just happened to discover an egroup of Holy Spirit Interactive (HSI). It is called HSI family and was started September last week this year. Aneel's been pretty active on it. Interestingly I found the post below and with a link to John Vennari's site. (I wonder if he is aware of the traditionalist link). Also attaching the two replies it attracted. HSI Family is at: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/hsifamily/ NN
AND AGAIN, THE name withheld PERSON TELEPHONED ME AND ASKED ME TO CHECK OUT THE RATING OF HSI BY catholicculture.com, WHICH I ASKED A FRIEND TO DO ON MY BEHALF BECAUSE I DID NOT KNOW HOW.
I THEN WROTE TO ANEEL ARANHA AND HE RESPONDED:
From: prabhu To: aneel@holyspiritinteractive.net; aneelnet@eim.ae; aneelnet@emirates.net.ae 

Sent: Wednesday, October 17, 2007 7:35 AM Subject: PLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT

Dear Aneel, I trust that all is well with you and family.

A few days ago, name withheld drew my attention to the "caution" issued on HolySpiritInteractive by catholicculture.com. From a triple-green rating, there is an amber light flashing on FIDELITY [to Church teaching]:
"There is much to recommend about this site but readers should be aware of charismatic elements which confuse sound Catholic theology with Protestant Biblical understanding. 

WEAKNESSES

Example(s) Numerous articles by non-Catholic author, Marcia Montenegro (Fidelity)

Example(s) Protestant approach 
Example(s) Omission of Catholic approach in youth section (Fidelity)
Protestant Christian music and "resources" under the youth/kids sections (Fidelity)
Example(s) Total condemnation of any drinking of alcohol (Fidelity)"
Love, Michael Prabhu
From: Aneel Aranha To: prabhu Sent: Wednesday, October 17, 2007 10:10 AM

Subject: Re: PLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT
Dear Michael,
Thanks for bringing this to my attention. As you pointed out, from a Triple Green rating, HSI has suddenly been issued a caution for fidelity. I don't know why the inclusions of a non-Catholic author who doesn't contradict Catholic teachings, or the omission of a mention of Sacraments in an article, should result in a Caution. But I guess they want to make sure that everything is totally legit! It is a real pity. I'll get in touch with them and see what they can do to reverse their decision.

God bless, Aneel
I DID NOT LEARN TO GOOGLE SEARCH OR TO SURF THE INTERNET TILL LAST YEAR, SO THERE IS NO WAY THAT I COULD HAVE KNOWN ALL OF THIS UNLESS IT WAS BROUGHT TO MY ATTENTION BY SOMEONE ELSE.
WHILE IT IS name withheld WHO HAD DRAWN THE ATTENTION OF catholicculture.com TO THE CONTENTS OF HSI WHICH HE SEEMED TO BE MONITORING CLOSELY, I HEARD FROM MY FRIENDS THAT ANEEL ARANHA BELIEVES THAT THIS MINISTRY HAS BEEN VILIFYING THE NAME OF HIS MINISTRY, WHICH IS NOT TRUE.
CONYBIO ARTICLE APPARENTLY REMOVED FROM THE HSI WEBSITE

THE CONYBIO ARTICLE WAS TO BE FOUND ON HOLYSPIRITINTERACTIVE FROM JUNE 2004
New Age: A Clear and Present Danger: [http://www.holyspiritinteractive.net/features/newage/cancer02_conybio.asp] Conybio by Michael Prabhu June 06, 2004 – HolySpiritInteractive Issue #23 
Conybio: What a Con! Holy Spirit Interactive: New Age [see the record in articles CONYBIO, page 5 and BIOCONNED!... page 2], links given by Austine Crasta, Moderator, KonkaniCatholics yahoo group on Sep. 19, 2007.
TODAY, ALL OTHER ARTICLES IN HSI ISSUE NO. 23 OPEN EXCEPTING CONYBIO!!!!!
AGAINST AN ENQUIRY ABOUT CONYBIO, ANEEL GIVES THE LINK TO MY WEB SITE BUT NOT TO THE CONYBIO ARTICLE THAT IS/WAS IN HSI, WHICH MEANS THAT HE HAS TAKEN IT DOWN. WHAT WOULD BE THE REASON FOR HIS DOING SUCH A THING? AND AFTER ALL THAT HE WROTE TO ME IN MAY 2004!!!!! 

From: Georgina Shenoy To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net; aneel@holyspiritinteractive.net 

Sent: Friday, February 26, 2010 8:26 AM Subject: Fwd: Regarding Conybio/ Bro. Aneel's reply

Dear Michael Prabhu,

We enquired from Br. Aneel Aranha about a product called Conybio and he directed us to your site. Thanks for a fantastic analysis that clarifies matters leaving no doubt that Conybio is new age. Georgina and Gemma
From: aneel@holyspiritinteractive.net To: gemfernandes@gmail.com; georginashenoy@gmail.com; 
Sent: Feb 26, 2010 7:26 AM Subject: Re: Regarding Conybio 
Hi Georgina, 
We all have to use discernment about the usage of new therapies and here is an article that might help in arriving at the right decision: http://www.ephesians-511.net/articles_doc/CONYBIO.doc Aneel
From: Georgina Shenoy To: aneel@holyspiritinteractive.net Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2010 10:29 AM 
Subject: Cony Bio 
Dear brother Aneel, How is Holy Spirit Interactive?

I was searching for information on something called Cony Bio which Christians must avoid and I came across a link to an article on your web site which is about six years old, and it was recommended by a friend of mine who reads konkani catholics. When I clicked on the link, it did not open although I could read others on the same page. Can you help me?

Is Cony Bio <<new age>>?

Kind regards, Georgina, Wellington, ND georginashenoy@gmail.com 

A QUERY ABOUT CONYBIO IN KONKANICATHOLICS
See the enquiries in KonkaniCatholics concerning BIODISC in the articles BIODISC and BIOCONNED!... KONKANICATHOLICS DIGEST NO. 485 QUERY: Is it OK to Use Conybio? 
QUERY: Is it OK to Use Conybio?  Posted by: "YYY" konkanicatholics@gmail.com   Sunday March 4, 2007 

Dear Michael,
I have gone to your site and glanced thru Articles. Noticed CONYBIO. Can you give some insights on this as I was panning in buying some of these items, and like me many must have already or are panning to do the same. Can you please let me know from the Catholic point if it is right the use these items…. YYY DUBAI [MY RESPONSE WAS NOT ARCHIVED]
KONKANICATHOLICS DIGEST NO. 486 March 5, 2007 
Dear Michael,
Thanks a ton for the useful piece of advise. Probably this could be why the Lord was holding me back from buying this stuff. I hope and pray that all my other brothers & sisters who are using this and/or intend to do the same will read this piece of advice and act accordingly.
Michael, I would also like you tell me something about AMWAY products also, my brother is into it and have managed to drag me also, much against mine & my husband's wishes. I am not into it fully (i.e. attending meetings and making more members) just once I have purchased some of their products. Please advise. YYY 

Dear YYY,
At the JY Conclave in Kengeri, I mentioned that there are three issues on which I lack information, but which are highly suspect. One of them is Neuro-Linguistic Programming or NLP. I cannot recall the second. The third one is Multi-Level Marketing or MLM.
AMWAY is MLM. I do not know much about it as I said, but there are obviously unChristian aspects to it. One of them is that one has to maintain a split personality, another is the method[s] of selling, but I do not want to commit anything till I have some concrete evidence, preferably testimonies. I have met senior people in ministry who do MLM on the side to make money. My observation: for one thing, they seem to be now depending on their own abilities rather than Providence, and the other is that they talk FIRST and MORE about the products that they are selling than about the Lord and Kingdom work, because they have to sell you something, which is not the Gospel!!!! And that would apply to me too even if I were not in full time ministry.
One can immediately see that their priorities have changed!!!!! Check out and see what the FIRST thing is- that comes to mind- when one meets someone new. Does one look at him/her as a link in the chain and someone who will enhance one’s position in the group, and also be a source of income to one? I am not saying that it is terribly bad. And I don't want to be accused of being narrow-minded or condemnatory, but for believers it is something worth thinking over in case they have been affected but never realised it. Speaking for myself, I would like that when I meet someone for the first time, I would think of them as God's children whom I might be required to minister to, or be ministered by. Not as prospects for {Conybio products, even if they were not New Age, which however they are, or} MLM. Sorry I can't do better than that right now. Love, Mike [The article will be available shortly]
CONYBIO IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW

When I wrote the first story on CONYBIO in March 2004, I did not know how to Google search for information. That is something which I have been doing only since maybe a year now. Hence, some of the reports copied below PREDATE my original CONYBIO story.
I remember reading a story in the newspapers about the top Chennai management of Conybio being arrested, but despite a diligent Google search today, I could not find the same. However, check these out:
Infra-red bras for breast cancer banned Asia Africa Intelligence Wire November 22, 2003* 

http://www.accessmylibrary.com/coms2/summary_0286-19450478_ITM 
Firm asked to stop misleading advertisements Express News Service November 22, 2003* http://cities.expressindia.com/fullstory.php?newsid=68805
      FDC pulls up Chennai healthcare firm Business Standard November 27, 2003
      http://www.business-standard.com/india/news/fdc-pullschennai-healthcare-firm/158654/ [parallel story]
*Ahmedabad, November 21: In response to a complaint made by city-based Consumer Education and Research Society, the Food and Drugs Control Commissioner, Gujarat State, has ordered Conybio Healthcare (India) Pvt Limited, Chennai, to stop publication and distribution of its pamphlets claiming that its products cure illnesses like diabetes, blood pressure, parkinsonism, spondylitis, paralysis, piles, cancer and other diseases through ‘far infra-red rays’. 
A CERS press release informed that the commissioner in his jurisdiction has also ordered raids on the company, issuing of prohibitory orders and seizure of goods manufactured by it. One team of the firm visited the office of the commissioner and it was advised to stay away and abstain from issuing misleading advertisements in violation of statutory provisions.

The company distributed in the market sun-shade as a cure from migraine and sun-stroke, socks for acidity, pillow covers for spondylitis, palm guards for Parkinson’s disease, eye-shade for sinusitis, T-shirts for high, low blood pressure, short pants that cure gas, acidity, prostate, piles, urinary system problems, ladies’ briefs for menstrual problems, bed-sheets for paralytic strokes and brassieres for breast cancer. 

The Assistant Commissioner, Food and Drug Control Administration, Valsad, had come across more than 30 such products of the company. He prohibited the sale of these products. The FDA ordered the manufacturers and stockists to stop distribution of the objectionable pamphlets and sale of the goods. 

The CERS had drawn notice of the Commissioner to the fact that the company’s claims violate Schedule J of the Drugs and Cosmetics Rules, 1945, and Section 3 (D) of the Drugs and Magic Remedies (Objectionable Advertisements) Act, 1954. 

Based on a complaint from a reputed orthopaedic surgeon at Valsad, CERS had written to Conybio Healthcare, on 19 April 2003, to send copies of efficacy studies done by the company and results obtained from them, with each of the products shown in its brochure. Subsequently, it sent a complaint to the Commissioner, Food and Drug Control Administration, Gandhinagar, on 22 April 2003. 

The commissioner has asked Conybio Healthcare to produce evidence to substantiate the claims for its products and to provide scientific proof in support of the effect of infra-red rays, which it claims, is present in its products. The company, through its representatives, informed the commissioner that it had never undertaken such studies by any recognised Indian institute. 

CERS had also sent a complaint to the Secretary General, the Advertising Standards Council of India, New Delhi. The matter is being vigorously pursued by CERS with the authorities concerned.

MLM forum to set up Indian arm soon http://sify.com/finance/fullstory.php?id=13812712 31 May 2005 EXTRACT: 
Thiruvananthapuram: The US-based Multi Level Marketing International Association (MLMIA) will soon have an Indian affiliate that will look at galvanising all non-IDSA (Indian Direct Selling Association) members under a single banner. 
N. Khanagendrran, President and Chief Executive Officer of Chennai-based Conybio Healthcare (India), will be the President of the new affiliate and will hold office for a minimum of three years. 
Speaking to Business Line here, Khanagendrran said he would soon set up an office of the Indian affiliate in Chennai. "The intention is to bring all good companies doing business on strictly ethical grounds - all genuine players who find themselves otherwise unrepresented on a common platform." 
The so-called 'pyramid' and 'chain' players would not be entertained. To make it doubly sure, MLMIA-India will set up a screening committee which will be headed by the Conybio chief himself. "We're not going to reject entries just for the heck of it. The decision will be enforced after studying the nature of business being followed," he said. […]
According to Khanagendrran, it is high time the Government made the initiative to legalise the industry. In the process of doing so, it should seek to throw out all unethical players to save the industry the blushes. 

The industry is a mass job creator. Most of the Conybio distributors have been unemployed graduates. They are now able to raise incomes ranging from Rs 5,000 to Rs 30,000. There are also instances of annual revenues crossing Rs 6 lakh. 

"Conybio contributes Rs 1 crore to the exchequer in various taxes, excise and duties on a monthly basis. In the Chennai circle, we are among the highest sales tax and income-tax assessees," Khanagendrran said. 
Misleading advertisements and consumers Pushpa Girimaji, Indian Institute of Public Administration, New Delhi, 2006

http://consumereducation.in/misleadingeng.pdf EXTRACT
4. Drugs and Magic Remedies (Objectionable Advertisements Act)

The Drugs and Magic Remedies (Objectionable Advertisements) Act, 1954 basically prohibits four kinds of advertisements pertaining to drugs and magical cures…

In the year 2003, Consumer Research and Education Society, Ahmedabad, brought to the notice of the regulatory authority in Gujarat, the sale and promotion of certain health gadgets by Conybio Health Care in violation of The Drugs and Magic Remedies (Objectionable Advertisements) Act.

The company was found promoting and distributing sun shade to cure one from migraine and sunstroke, socks for acidity, pillow covers for spondylitis, palm guards for Parkinson’s disease, eye-shade for sinusitis, T-shirts for high, low blood pressure, short pants that cure gas, acidity, prostate, piles, urinary system problems, ladies’ briefs for menstrual problems, bed sheets for paralysis strokes and brassieres for breast cancer.

When the Regulator asked the company to produce scientific evidence to support the effect of infrared rays which it claimed was present in the producers, the company said it have never undertaken such studies by any recognized Indian institute.

Subsequently, the Regulator prohibited the sale and promotion of the products (CERS press release November 21, 2003)

100000 Crore scam by MLM Companies http://www.india-today.com/btoday/20030706/features5.html
http://mlmcrimealert.blogspot.com/2008/02/100000-crore-scam-by-mlm-companies.html February 10, 2008

Another Rs 4,000 Crore In The Making! Hundreds of companies are using the unregulated direct selling route to run Ponzi schemes. It's not illegal yet, but it's probably time to blow the whistle on them. By Shailesh Dobhal
Rajat Verma/Director (Operation)
EZEEBIZ: Translation, anyone? The company recently launched a set of four Hindi-to-English books and cassettes (Price: Rs 6,615). Distributors enrol by purchasing a set but can earn returns only by signing on more distributors, not selling the books.
Pramod Khullar/Chairman
LIFE CARE: The company that sells privilege cards and toiletries has 90,000 distributors. None could be seen at its distribution centre. Now, Life Care is diversifying into durables and gift products.
Jeet Kalsi/Managing Director
STERLING LIFE: Its Delhi distribution is abuzz with activity; distributors from lower middle-class families are scrambling to pay Rs 17,500, and buy durables they do not need, and can't even sell. Their income is dependent on their ability to hire more distributors.
The district centre in Delhi's western borough Janakpuri presents an impressive sight. In heaving Delhi it is an oasis of order: neat rows of shops; covered corridors that protect shoppers from the scorching summer sun; and enough underground parking to accommodate a fleet of Hummers. Should you take the trouble to visit, you can't miss hordes of young men, some probably still in college, sporting black ties with a legend that says SL. 
In the basement of District Centre, Jaina Tower I, is the Delhi office and distribution centre of a relatively unknown company, Sterling Life (SL) India. The young men are its distributors.
At first sight, Sterling Life India appears to be just another network marketing company-those that sell through networks or parties - in the same league as "the Amways and Avons of the world", as Jeet Kalsi, Sterling's Managing Director, claims. It sells consumer durables (coffee makers, water heaters, colour televisions, and vacuum cleaners) through a network of distributors. And what a network that is; in three years of existence Sterling Life has acquired an enviable 45,000 distributors across seven North Indian cities, including Delhi.
All one has to do to become a distributor with Sterling Life is to buy consumer durables worth Rs 17,500. "Well, this amount, being significant, makes the distributor feel he is investing in a business, and therefore makes him serious about the business," is how Kalsi explains the higher-than-high entry-cost. Most known direct sellers charge a nominal entry fee; Avon charges nought. Sterling is a unique multi-level marketer in more ways than one. The products distributors buy is rarely sold; they just need to buy them, whether they need another television or not. Distributors earn virtually their entire commission on new referrals and not on product sales. Indeed, of the company's sales of Rs 50 crore, just around Rs 1 crore comes from such business. The rest comes from new distributors.
There's more to this unique business model: distributors aren't eligible for refunds; and when something goes wrong with a product, and it can't be repaired, "we simply replace it with a new one," in the words of Kalsi. By the end of this year, Sterling hopes to add 30,000 distributors to its network (that's a cool Rs 52.5 crore in sales).
Is Sterling really an above-the-board direct seller as Kalsi would like us to believe? And what about hundreds of other such companies, Life Care (sales: Rs 40 crore; 90,000 distributors), Interworld.Com, the erstwhile First Biz Network (sales: Rs 20 crore; 37,000 distributors), Revolution Forever (sales: Rs 6 crore; 15,000 distributors), Ezeebiz (sales: Rs 8.35 crore; 55,000 distributors), Infigrow, In Paradise Network, SBC Network, Speed Matrix India and White Sapphire, all in New Delhi; Conybio Healthcare (sales: Rs 60 crore; 1,80,000 distributors) and GoldQuest International (12,000 distributors) in Chennai; Infiniteopps (sales: Rs 17.5 crore; 15,000 distributors) in Pune; Cossets in Chandigarh; and Pioneer Ebizz in Hyderabad?
A Proxy for Ponzi
Pyramid schemes are illegal in India; the Prize Chit and Money Circulation (Banning) Scheme Act, 1978, bans them. But direct marketing is alright, and don't network marketers reward distributors for hiring more distributors? It didn't take long for some unscrupulous, but wholly legal, companies to come up with the kind of get-rich-quick-through-direct-marketing schemes that appeal to Indians. They purport to sell everything from privilege cards, soaps and cosmetics, grocery products, durables, vacations, books, educational CDs, gold coins, even sun beads.
Take the case of the two-year old, Rs 40-crore Life Care, a 90,000-member strong New Delhi-based company, ostensibly selling a discount card and a range of cosmetics and toiletries, all eponymous. When this writer visited its office-plus-distribution centre in Rohini, a residential area in North-West Delhi, the outlet supposed to dispense products was locked. It was subsequently opened for this writer's benefit, but there wasn't a single distributor in sight- strange, for a company that claims 15,000 active distributors in Delhi alone. "I am discontinuing the existing scheme, and starting a new plan with unlimited depth," says the apologetic Chairman, Pramod Khullar, when told that his company's direct marketing scheme seems more like a money-chain than anything else.
HOW IT WORKS? The Modus Operandi of unscrupulous direct marketers.
STEP 1: The law bans pyramid money schemes......So call yourself a direct marketer and identify a product you can sell
STEP 2: Sell this product to distributors but don't encourage them to re-sell....... Instead reward them for identifying more distributors

STEP 3: Build the chain of distributors......as long as you can continue to, the Ponzi scheme will not come unstuck.
Companies such as Life Care can operate with impunity, reasons Sameer Modi, Managing Director of legit direct seller Modicare, because there are no specific laws governing direct selling in this country. Most countries, including Malaysia and South Africa, regulate their direct selling industries through specific legislation. In India, the concerned ministry, the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, states that, "...The need for a separate legislation was not felt in view of the fact that there are adequate provisions available in the Sale of Goods Act, 1930, (for regulating the sale of goods); the Indian Contract Act, 1872, (for the sale of services) and the Consumer Protection Act, 1986, (to promote and protect the rights of the consumers." That doesn't really help, says Harmeet S. Pental, the President of the Indian Direct Selling Association, because, by the time these laws can be called into effect, the damage is done. "Pre-emption and not just redressal is the need here," adds IDSA's Pental.
The law can't touch these companies because they have a product to show. "Where the business thrives more on structure of business rather than actual product sale, our suspicions are raised,'' says S. Krishnamoorthy, an Indian Police Service officer, handling crime in Chennai. "There is no question of everybody benefiting, somebody always loses.'' 
Yet, the police has not made much headway in its investigations into the activities of Conybio Healthcare, a direct seller of toothpaste (minimum price Rs 210) and sun beads (Rs 15,000).
There's no shortage of gulls. Another Chennai-based company, GoldQuest International hawks a gold coin at Rs 43,000, a 100 per cent premium over what it should cost. It has found 12,000 takers even though D. Hemchandra Rao, President, Madras Coin Society, warns that, "In the case of GoldQuest, the coin is neither a period coin nor is it by an authorised body (like government mints)." But the company's Country Head Pushpam Naidu defends it by saying: "GoldQuest is well within its rights to operate in India and I have a document from the Minister of Consumer Affairs that says so." 
Over 37,000 people have already bought an e-shop for Rs 5,000 each, from the New Delhi-based First Biz Network! 
Heard of Revolution Forever? The company's main product is a discount card priced at Rs 6,500 (it has 15,000 distributors). Ezeebiz has over 55,000 distributors for a set of four basic Hindi-to-English translation books and audio cassettes priced at Rs 6,615 besides other packages. And Pune-based Infiniteopps offers computer education packages starting at Rs 1,350 (it has over 1,00,000 customers and 15,000 distributors).
Almost every one of these companies has a binary direct selling plan that rewards distributors for recruiting other distributors. "Binary plans, by and large, are just recruitment-focused and walk a thin line from being a pyramid scheme," explains IDSA's Pental, who is also Managing Director of the Rs 100-crore Avon Beauty Products. IDSA estimates that there could be 1,000 such companies out there, paying unsustainable returns of around 80 per cent on sales (the legit ones pay 40 per cent) largely for recruitment. At average sales of Rs 3-4 crore, the size of this industry is around Rs 4,000 crore (the actual number could be much larger), far higher than the Rs 1,723-crore organised and legitimate direct selling industry in India.
Buoyed by the lack of regulation, more unscrupulous entrepreneurs are entering the business. In the past six months, 39 new members sought membership of IDSA, with just two being shortlisted for consideration, a measure of the rot that has set in the industry. And existing ones are diversifying. First Care is moving into durables and gift hampers; Sterling Life and Revolution Forever into toiletries and cosmetics. And all of them believe there is nothing illegal (there isn't) about their business. "We're not pyramid, but binary," says Manmohan Gupta, Chairman, Interworld.Com. "And who is IDSA to cast aspersions on our model?" Not that these aspersions count for anything: IDSA reported the activities of First Biz Network to Delhi Police in April 2003 ("...we feel is operating money circulation scheme..."), through a letter to the Assistant Commissioner of Police, Kalkaji (a South Delhi neighbourhood), in whose jurisdiction the company is based. Nothing much happened, because existing laws are geared for redressal, not pre-emption.
Things will probably continue in the same tenor until a large pyramid scheme company disguised as a direct seller goes under (all pyramid schemes are based on the company's ability to keep growing its base of distributors; the minute its network stagnates, its business becomes unsustainable). By then, it may be too late.
-additional reporting by Nitya Varadarajan and Dipayan Baishya
Lax Indian laws mean there’s no cure for ‘wonder drugs’ March 3, 2008 khushboo.n@livemint.com 
By Khushboo Narayan & C.H. Unnikrishnan http://in.biz.yahoo.com/080302/259/6rgfr.html
http://www.livemint.com/2008/03/03002716/Lax-Indian-laws-mean-there82.html 
Industry estimates show that multi-level marketing, especially those related to the health care segment, has annual sales of at least Rs10,000 crore in India
Mumbai: From his house in Santacruz, a western suburb of Mumbai, E.M. Lobo doles out an unclassified substance that he says will cure people of the most lethal ailments—cancer, HIV/AIDS, heart disease, diabetes, blood pressure, arthritis and more. The wonder drug, made by a US-based company, is sold through a network of independent distributors than over pharmacy counters. Lobo is one of those distributors. He works for 4Life Research USA Llc., a multi-level marketing company which claims that the substance, based on what it calls the “transfer factor” formula, can boost human immunity levels 437% and cure these diseases and disorders. Never mind that the world’s top drug companies are still spending billions of dollars to find cures for most of the conditions this drug addresses.

Transfer factor refers to a group of proteins credited with transferring immunity from parents to their children. It is found in eggs, white blood cells and colostrum, which is a complex milk protein produced in late pregnancy or soon after giving birth.
“We are not doctors but we have common sense, and we know that the only way to build good health is supplements,” says Lobo, who calls himself a wellness guru. The company’s drug, he says, is a patented concentrate of transfer factors from cow colostrums and egg yolk. It costs Rs 3,000 for a bottle of 60 capsules and has been sold in India for the past nine months. With no legal sanction, the 4Life product is yet another instance of so-called magic remedies touted unchecked through multi-level marketing route, involving several layers of distributors and retailers, and finally reaching customers. 

Earlier, Conybio Healthcare (India) Pvt. Ltd, Japan Life and Amway Corp. took the same path to sell health care products with unsubstantiated claims.

Vasant Pandit, the promoter of Japan Life, was arrested by the Delhi Police in 2005 on charges of duping his distributors and investors of crores of rupees. The company, which was raided in offices across India, used to sell imported health magnetic beds called the “Japan Life Total Sleeping System” through multi-level marketing claiming cures for arthritis and diabetes.

“As India still does not have laws to regulate food/dietary supplements, many companies take advantage of this and come out with products that they claim are therapies for complicated diseases,” says Bhadra Sen Gupta, a leading oncologist in Mumbai who recently initiated a patient awareness programme to guard against quacks and advertisements touting magic remedies.

Lobo claims the transfer factor is not a drug but a nutritional supplement and does not need a prescription. “Transfer factor is not a medicine, drug, vitamin, herb or mineral. It is an immuno-molecule that has all the intelligence like a memory chip. It can transfer the immunity to the body and overnight you enjoy a very powerful immune support.” He says he has even engaged doctors to sell the product. “There is no such thing as prescription. If a doctor understands the product, he will give it to his patients along with other medicines. We are selling transfer factor through a lot of doctors in Mumbai.”

Padmanabhan Kubal, another distributor for 4Life in India and an associate of Lobo, cannot stop praising the drug. “My friend was suffering from arthritis for the past 10 years. He was under treatment but it was of no use. But after taking this product, his reports showed an improvement of more than 40% within 20 days,” he says.

The duo has support from doctors such as Swati J. Shah, a homeopath practising in Mumbai. Shah says the transfer factor has no side effects. “This is not a medicine and it does not have any side effects. It is not habit-forming and has no threats from overdosing,” she says.

India’s Drugs and Magic Remedies Act, a law that is rarely enforced, gives drug regulatory departments or the police the right to take action against misleading advertisements related to treatments, including arrests and seizure of the products.

Maharashtra’s food and drug commissioner S.A. Momin says: “We have booked at least 20 such cases in the last two years in Mumbai, and many companies and individuals are already on trial or have been punished with jail terms and fines.”

A couple of years ago, the Kerala government banned the products of Chennai-based Conybio Healthcare, which sold undergarments, stockings, bangles and mattresses that it claimed would cure diabetes, arthritis and heart ailments. However, with no effective regulation to check face-to-face promotions and oral claims, the company could override the ban through multi-level marketing.

Industry estimates show that multi-level marketing, especially those related to the health care segment, has annual sales of at least Rs10,000 crore in India.

In multi-level marketing, an independent distributor recruits people not only to buy and sell products but also to recruit more people. The new hires, in turn, recruit more people, thus forming a chain. Each member earns a commission for expanding the network as well as selling the product.

This kind of marketing was banned in India in 1978. The country’s laws also ban “money circulation schemes” in all forms—multi-level, network and direct marketing—but companies have managed to exploit the loopholes in the system to spread their businesses.

Conybio’s general manager Vijay Chandran says: “Conybio offers fabrics and other bodywear that has bio-ceramics, which emit infra-red rays that help in faster recovery from diseases.” 

According to him, these products do not require any health-related regulatory clearances in India and are imported from Malaysia. The company did not respond to other queries sent on an email on its multi-level distribution structure.

Rajat Banerji, corporate communication head of Amway Corp. in India, says the company has launched 17 products in the nutritional and wellness segment across the country. However, the company’s official website shows only two such products in its list: Nutrilite and Positrim. “Amway is a direct selling company and believes in selling these products directly from the distributors to the consumers. This is precisely the reason why our products are not available on (shop) shelves,” he says.

Although products such as the one sold by 4Life have no approval from the US regulator Food and Drug Administration, Lobo sets forward yet another view. “In most cases, these brands are cleared in the country where they are manufactured. In this case, it is an American company so the regulations are stipulated in the US. Our country has no objection if it is cleared in America because they have a certain understanding from their angle,” he argues.

But unlike other multi-level marketing schemes, 4Life distributors in India use brochures and pamphlets to advertise. One of these seen by Mint assures: “Positive result on cancer, heart diseases, diabetes, blood pressure, arthritis, asthma, Parkinson’s, sinus, thyroid, allergies. 4Life transfer factor products have been recommended by the Russian federation for use as immune modulators.”

When Mint called 4Life’s US corporate headquarters at Sandy, Utah on 21 February, it was directed to email David Brough, the marketing head of 4Life operations in India. An email sent to him the same day was not responded to.
A senior official of the Central Drugs Standards Control Organisation, India’s apex drug regulatory body that clears all new drugs for the local market and oversees import regulations for drugs and therapeutic products, says he had little information on 4Life. Adds Momin: “Multi-level marketing schemes often do not use publicity material as these people canvas their customers on a one-to-one basis. So, it has become a challenge for regulators to get enough proof against the false claims.”

Former drug controller general of India M. Venkateswarlu says the law has to be amended to cover all new frauds. If a company labels a product as a food or dietary supplement, there is no legal provision to control its quality, manufacturing and marketing it does not fall under either drug or food categories.

The Union government had in 2000 proposed a dietary supplement Bill, but a draft itself did not find consensus among various ministries and departments and has been in cold storage since. Taking advantage of this, several companies have started labelling their “magic remedy” products as dietary supplements.

http://consumer.admanya.com/blog_munir_khan_beware_of_this_super_quack_who_calls_himself_a_scientist-674.html
sunil281 wrote on 06 September, 2009 

Few years back, I have encountered a product from Malaysia named Conybio. Claims that the white spotted product emits ultraviolet rays and help your metabolism of the body for a better health. The claim that the spotted underwear when adorned by a lady can cure of a white vaginal discharge!!!! What a hocus pocus! They have made thousands of Indian ladies wear their contraption and faded out. 

      BAN MLM OF HEALTH PRODUCTS – EDITORIAL, PHARMABIZ 6 January 2010 
http://www.pharmabiz.com/article/detnews.asp?articleid=19381&sectionid=47
December 10, 2003 P A Francis
Since last five years, some major marketing firms have ventured into multi level marketing of healthcare products in a big way escaping the attention of the country's regulatory authorities. These firms find selling healthcare products with exaggerated and misleading medical claims through MLM route an easy way to make a quick buck. These MLM companies are usually operating amongst the middle class in metros and other urban centres with the promises of huge commissions for selling such products and for helping to expand their network. 
Last month, one such company based in Chennai, Conybio Healthcare, was nabbed in Gujarat by the state Food and Drug Control Administration. FDCA raided and seized various products of the company claiming to be curing serious diseases such as diabetes, cancer, blood pressure, spondylitis, paralysis, etc from different parts of Gujarat. The company's claim is that these diseases could be cured or controlled through Far Infrared Rays emitted by its products. Some of these products are pillow covers for spondylitis, bed sheets for paralysis, T shirts for high and low blood pressure, palm guards for Parkinson's disease and brassieres for breast cancer. All these products have excessive price tags. The company has no reply to FDCA's letter seeking scientific and clinical explanations for the claims made by it for the products. FDCA' action was in response to a compliant made by the Ahmedabad based Consumer Education and Research Society pointing out the false and misleading claims of the company.
Gujarat FDCA's action was followed up by Maharashtra FDA by raiding the premises of Conybio's stockists in many parts of Mumbai on last Saturday. Whereas, Tamil Nadu Drug Controller's office refused to take action against continued marketing of the products of the company despite an official alert from the Gujarat FDCA weeks ago. T N authorities had taken a stand that the products and services of Conybio do not violate the provisions of Magic Remedies Act, 1954 and Drugs and Cosmetics Rules, 1945. A stand like this is absolutely irresponsible for a drug regulatory authority of a state to take especially when two state authorities have already initiated action against the company. At least TN DC should have discussed the issue with Gujarat FDCA or Maharashtra FDA before concluding that there is no violation of the Acts. From the promotional literature and leaflets of the Conybio, it is abundantly clear that the company is making unproven therapeutic claims for its products which have no marketing approval either from DCGI or from state drug authorities. Regular use of such high priced products without medical supervision could prove to be dangerous to unsuspecting customers. Incidentally, Conybio is not the only company which is active in selling healthcare products through MLM. There are other companies as well marketing magnetic beds, herbal formulations, slimming agents and many other products with tall claims. It is important in the public interest that no multi level marketing of products with whatever medical claims should be allowed by the health authorities. A system also needs to be developed to regularly track activities of such dubious companies and launching instant action.

FROM THE CONYBIO HEALTHCARE (INDIA) PVT. LTD. WEBSITE 
www.conybio.com [MARCH 2010] 
LATEST PRODUCTS AT CONYBIO http://conybio.com:8080/cb/Login.do;jsessionid=ADB462681AF130D6EB217E4BB4E02E92 
Nano Ceramide Lotion, Nano Ceramide Conditioner, ALKA [FIR water treatment technology]Nano Ceramide Shampoo, 
FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK http://conybio.com:8080/cb/Staticleft.do?command=presidentsmessage 

Dear Conybionians, 
This is your friend and President speaking to you. At the outset, I would like to wish you all a very bright and wonderful future in CONYBIO. As you all know CONYBIO HEALTHCARE (INDIA) PVT. LTD., was my dream project, which I started in India, in the land of my forefathers. I came here with the intention of giving good life as well as good health to India. I was particularly fascinated by the high life expectancy in China. Therefore, I wanted to do something, by bringing a unique product. I chose Bio-ceramic Products, first time introduced in India and I am proud to say that we are the Pioneers and the Leaders of the Bio-ceramics based products… 

Enter the whole new wonderful world of CONYBIO. You are going to experience total family Happiness by reaping the unique benefits of Health & Wealth. We are in the business of providing an additional source of income and wellness, for those who have zeal to excel and aspire to achieve their goals. For those who wish to rewrite their destiny this is an Opportunity to have Time and Money in Abundance. Lakhs of people have benefited from the CONYBIO movement.

We at CONYBIO have a unique Marketing Plan, which is one of a kind. Basically, it’s an Accumulative Marketing Plan. Well, the reason why I have started this business was that, only through Network Marketing, I would be able to touch many people’s lives. It was my Vision to create a 100 Crorepatis here in India and I am proud to state that till date we have got 79 Crown Diamond Managers, which is the highest rank in the Marketing. So this is simply to say that our Marketing Plan is an achievable one. You will also enjoy an Opportunity to Earn Your Foreign Holiday Trip – A Yearly Feature from the HOUSE OF CONYBIO. A Reward for lots of Hard Work --- followed by Moments of Leisure and Fun at Exotic Locales Abroad.

Today I am proud to say that the Success of CONYBIO is because its Management is Humane, Vibrant and Resilient. Is a 100% Peoples Company, a Distributor sensitive Company, which adopts and practices a “SINGLE LARGE FAMILY CULTURE” by using emotional and trust based bond between Management and Distributors. No wonder, we at CONYBIO pride ourselves in literally living up to our motto, which encapsulates the concept of Network Marketing with a humane Indian touch in its entirety. A Distributor Driven Network Marketing Company – FOR the People, BY the People, OF the People. 

CONYBIO is going to be a lifetime Business; basically I am saying this because it is not going to finish with me. My next generation is ready to take up this business and to lead your next generation. I am only here to give you the BEST and I want you to be the BEST. “Our Vision is to touch millions of peoples Lives, by offering Good Health, Financial Independence and Personal Freedom” and “Our Mission is to provide unique products and services for better living, through an ongoing financial opportunity within our growing CONYBIO family”. 

When you deal with CONYBIO, you are sure that you are with a professionally managed growing Corporate, which deals with its members as a family. Come-lets walk into the future together. We are here to give you the BEST and I just want you to be the only BEST, Nothing More, Nothing Less, but be the BEST. GOD BLESS!!! 

PRESIDENT & CEO, Dato' Dr KANAGENDDRAN. 
ABOUT CONYBIO http://conybio.com:8080/cb/Staticheader.do?command=aboutconybioreq 
CONYBIO HEALTHCARE (INDIA) PVT. LTD., is the dream project of the promoter, Mr. N Khangendrran, who wanted to start a business in India, in the land of his forefathers. Mr. Khangendrran, who was born and brought up in Malaysia, is in an Indian at heart. He is a person of Indian origin who, came across an excellent range of products which he felt would be of great value and benefit to the people of India. Mr. Khangendrran who has extensively travelled all over the world was particularly fascinated by the fact that the life expectancy in China was very high. The average life expectancy in China was 77 years, whereas in India it is 58 years, as per the census of India. He realised the impact of Far Infrared Rays* Technology on the Chinese people and felt that this should also benefit the people of India. 

CONYBIO was created as a forum in which its participants could express their intent to contribute to transforming the quality of people’s lives. At Conybio we seek ways to contribute to the quality of nurturing the planet and its inhabitants, using non –adversarial means. Briefly put, it is our intention to contribute to a world that can eventually work for everyone. 

CONYBIO products essentially bring you the goodness of the Sun, encapsulated in the form of bioceramics, embedded in fabric of daily wear / use. The bioceramics, on contact with human body heat at normal body temperature of 36.9 deg. C, produces Far Infrared Rays (FIR), which is so very beneficial for the sustenance of all life form on this planet. 

Conybio Healthcare (India) Pvt. Ltd. is an Indian Company and is into the business of Interactive Distribution. 

Conybio started its commercial operations in April 1999 with just 12 unique Bioceramic based products and now has an array of over 65 products to choose from in a span of seven years. Today it has emerged as one of the largest Network Marketing Company in India. Conybio has today become a household name in some of the major cities of India. It has earned the distinction of becoming an Indian Multi National Company, by setting up the US operations. The Company has been registered in the USA and all Indian Distributors would now get an opportunity to automatically do business in the USA from mid of this year – 2006. It also plans to enter a few SAARC countries this year. 

CONYBIO was formed with an object of providing an alternative self-employment opportunity to the people of India. Today within a span of 7 years Conybio has provided self-employment opportunities to over 3,65,000 Indians. The Company has an ambitious target of giving an alternative employment and business opportunity to over 10,00,000 persons. It is by no means is a small measure to manage and interact with over 10,00,000 associates of the Company, for which an appropriate infrastructure has been created at Chennai. 

CONYBIO has created a compliment of 79 Crown Diamond Managers; over 3.65 lakh Distributors, lot of Earn Car Achievers and some proud Mercedes Benz Aficionados, the Business Network is supported by an array of Stockists and an effective product distribution network through 24 dedicated Consignment Agents on an All India basis.
CONYBIO has been recognised by the “FIR Association of Korea”, the apex body for excellence in Far Infrared Ray (FIR) technology, for being the pioneer credited with the introduction of high quality Grade 1 Superior Bioceramic Products in India and awarded the prestigious “Bio-Cert” – the certificate for excellence in April 2003. Conybio has also been awarded the coveted ISO 9001 – 2000 quality benchmark by M/s. Intertek Group plc UK, the official authorised ISO 9001 – 2000 certifier in July 2006. 

CONYBIO products conforms to supportive therapy only for the well being of the human body and should be used in addition to the prescribed medicines recommended by your doctor, in case of an ailment. Our products are neither a medicine nor an alternative to medicine and we do not claim preventive and / or curative properties / benefits by usage of our products. The Company has conducted several field trails on each and every product. There are innumerable testimonials from actual users to support our belief on the products. 
Presently, Conybio has made inroads into the entire length and breadth of the country. One of the reasons for the fast expansion in India is the uniqueness of our FIR products, that are effective and caught the imagination of the Indian people, with regard to its efficacy along with our “one of a kind” simple accumulative Marketing Plan, that we believe makes a difference, a difference that can actually be noticed by the Distributors and Customers at large, in terms of their own health and well being. 

The business is propagated by using the most powerful media “Word of Mouth” advertisement, based on real life experiences by using the product. Conybio rewards its Distributors for their efforts to promote and sell the products to actual needy end users, based on Conybio’s Accumulative Marketing Plan. 

The business process is one of sponsoring people who are likeminded and of the same wavelength, with a burning desire and urge to CHANGE in terms of lifestyles, income, good health. The beauty of the business is that you can start the business part time and expand it to any other city / town where you have contacts, without your actual physical presence there. The Success of this business depends upon the efficacy of duplicating the business. Structured National Training Programmes through Conybio Learning Resources Curriculum enables the Distributor to achieve their goals with ease and dexterity. 

Conybio takes pride in the fact that it adopts a positive approach towards marketing, without incorporating negativism of any kind whatsoever, in its methodologies. It focuses extensively on its main U S P and prides itself in being “the only Network Marketing Company to focus on need based products” and capitalises repeatedly on this forte. Its Success story can be measured by the fact that it has reached every corner of India, thereby proving its acceptability amongst the Indian populace. Though on the very face of it, its progress and growth may not be considered so very spectacular, Conybio steadfastly plods on diligently in terms of not only sales volume but also the number of Distributors in its fold. No wonder, we at Conybio pride ourselves in literally living up to our motto, which encapsulates the concept of Network Marketing with a humane Indian touch in its entirety. 

*Far Infrared Rays or FIR: please see detailed explanation in my articles CONYBIO and BIOCONNED...
TOP 15 CONYBIO STOCKISTS http://conybio.com:8080/cb/TopAchievers.do?command=top10stockistsreq 

3 OUT OF THE TOP 15 STOCKISTS ARE CHRISTIANS FROM KERALA. 2 OUT OF 17 CHOSEN FOR HOLIDAY IN MALAYSIA ARE ALSO KERALA CHRISTIANS: http://conybio.com:8080/cb/Staticleft.do?command=toursreq 
WITHDRAWN CONYBIO PRODUCTS [AS ON 9 NOVEMBER 2009]: 

http://conybio.com:8080/cb/Newsupload.do?command=VIEW 

       1004 Fancy Necklace 

       1009 Brassiers (Padded) 

       1010 Brassiers (Under Wired) 

       1016 Double Bed Sheet 

       1017 Single Bed Sheet 

       1024 UV Visor 

       1027 Food Container 

       1036 Mens Bracelet 

       1053 Mens Palm Guard 

       1055 Lumber Belt 

       1091 FIR SLIPPERS 

       1095 Fir Cap 

       1072 Short Pant 

       1450 Water Ioniser 

FAQ ON CONYBIO PRODUCTS http://conybio.com:8080/cb/Staticleft.do?command=productsreq 
What is Far Infrared Rays?

F.I.R. is an invisible ray also known as natural source of energy or 'Bio Genetic" of which the Sun is the only natural source. Bio-Genetic is very instrumental for regeneration of cells in plants, animals and human beings. Today's technology has made it possible for human beings to produce the ray of the same stature. (Please refer to an article on F.I.R.)
What is the use of F.I.R.?

F.I.R. is known to have positive effects on living organisms in human bodies, plants and animals. It helps retain their freshness and prolongs life.

How F.I.R. works on the human body?

The invaluable role of F.I.R. on the human body are as follows:

     1. To activate water molecules in the body.

     2. To increase the oxygen content of the body.

     3. To heat and expand blood capillaries to promote blood circulation.

     4. To expel toxic wastes from the body.

     5. To activate body cells for better enzymes excretion.

     6. To reduce blood acidity.

     7. To reduce pressures on our nervous system.

     8. To increase metabolism process.

Benefits of F.I.R. in other applications?

       1. To promote perspiration.

       2. To prevent growth of bacteria.

       3. To help grow better.

       4. To maintain and increase freshness.

       5. To reduce water acidity.

       6. To reduce aching & pain.

       7. To regulate body temperature.

       8. To get rid of bad smell and moisture.

       9. To ionise water.

     10. To ionise air.

     11. To maintain youthful look (beauty application). 

     12. To increase energy level.

     13. To slow down ageing process.

     14. To regenerate body cells.

     15. To maintain acid-alkaline equilibrium in the body. 

     16. To normalise blood cholesterol.

     17. To regenerate cells damaged by alcohol

What are the Conybio F.I.R. product range? [see also page 26]
The products are:

     1. CONYBIO FIR Sun Beads

     2. CONYBIO FIR Chitosan Waist Belt

     3. CONYBIO FIR Bed Sheet

     4. CONYBIO FIR Brassiere

     5. CONYBIO FIR Briefs

     6. CONYBIO FIR Pack

     7. CONYBIO FIR Necklace 

     8. CONYBIO FIR Bracelet 

     9. CONYBIO FIR Socks 

   10. CONYBIO FIR Pillow Pad

   11. CONYBIO FIR T-Shirt

   12. CONYBIO FIR Knee Brace... and so on!

Is there any guarantee on the effectiveness of the products?

Neither Company nor anyone is in a position to give out guarantee. This did not even happen in the mainstream of medical practices. The emphasis here is based on the scientific facts and thorough general observations. It helps a lot in prevention and in the method of treatment as well.

Are these products addictive?

Scientifically, there is not a single proof that they are addictive

Are they needed by everyone regardless of age group?

They are needed by everyone from the foetus stage to the elderly bracket.

Can these products cure?

The word "cure" itself is a misconception even in the modern medicine practice. F.I.R. is one of the ways to rectify, enhance and to treat people who are suffering from various ailments.
Are there any side effects after usage?

There are no side effects whatsoever. Alas, some might go through “Healing Crisis".

What is "healing crisis”?

Healing crisis is when our body experience a state of detoxification. It follows with some minor ailments. It is advised that the user continue using or applying the product. If the occurrence is quite serious, stop applying for a while and proceed with the application later

Is there any possibilities of no effects after usage and when this happens, what should be done?

Actually, it effects everyone relatively. It is also possible that no obvious effect can be felt. This is normally so in the case of people with good Health. However, the application helps a lot in terms of disease prevention.

How long after first usage can the effects be seen or felt?

It depends on the individual. To some it can be felt in a very short period of time. Based on the findings of the Japanese researchers, the effects can be seen/felt between one week to three months of continuous usage. It is dependent on the amount of toxins prevalent in the body.

Are there any testimonials to prove the effectiveness of the products?

There are a lot of happy users from within and outside the country. Some testimonies are given here in testimony page. Moreover, personal experience in the best way to feel the power of these products, so use the products and realise.
FAQ ON NETWORK MARKETING http://conybio.com:8080/cb/Staticleft.do?command=planreq 
Can Network Marketing be done successfully part-time?

Absolutely it's very common in fact. You can start your Network Marketing business on a part-time basis, without giving up your current source of income, until your Network Marketing business is generating the income you require. The best part is that you can continue to operate indefinitely on a part-time basis. What would you do if you were financially independent and most of your time was free to do what you pleased? This is why so many people are flocking to Network Marketing. That's why we say that Network Marketing puts the freedom back in free enterprise!

Do I have to sell products door-to-door or hold parties or meetings?

No. One of the greatest features of Network Marketing is that Success can be achieved using a wide variety of methods. You choose the methods that YOU are comfortable with; whether that means direct mail, distributing catalogs, telemarketing, meetings, one-on-one, in-home parties, via fund raisers, commercial accounts, and so on.

Isn't Network Marketing one of those pyramid schemes?

Definitely not. Though Network Marketing and pyramid schemes do share some similarities, there's a very important difference that makes the latter illegal. You see, in pyramid schemes, income is generated solely on the process of recruiting others into the pyramid. Sometimes a product or service of questionable value is involved (that is never retailed to the general public by the way), but generally what you're buying is the right to recruit others into the scheme. This is illegal. Also, in pyramid schemes, those who get in first and who are at the top win, while everybody else loses. In a legitimate Network Marketing Company, on the other hand, Distributors are paid only on product movement; not on recruiting. Both at wholesale and retail. There's also compensation based on the training and managing of your marketing team. Unlike illegal pyramids, in Network Marketing, no matter where you're positioned or when you join, you can advance to the very highest income levels and even make more money than those above you in the network.

I'm not a salesperson, so this probably isn't for me.

Actually, studies have shown that people with no sales experience do great in Network Marketing. In fact, the studies show that they often do better than those with previous sales experience. This is because Network Marketing isn't about selling; at least not in the way most people think of selling. There's no place for arm-twisting or high-pressure techniques in Network Marketing. Rather, Network Marketing is simply about sharing the concepts and products of your Network Marketing Company that you use and you're excited about.

How much money can I make?

The bottom line is "you'll get out of it whatever you put into it". It works...if you do. But that's the beauty of it, too; you are in control -it's up to you how far you take it. Don't forget, the income you create in Network Marketing is residual. This basically means that for the work you do just today, you have the potential to earn money not only for today but for years to come.

Do I have to sponsor a lot of people to be successful?

No, if you can sponsor just one person every month or two, you can do great in Network Marketing.

What's so important about sponsoring in this business anyway?

It's like this: it doesn't matter how intelligent, rich, energetic, or dynamic you are we are all limited to the same 24 hours a day. By sponsoring, however, you can overcome this limitation. By sponsoring, you can virtually clone yourself and have dozens, hundreds, even thousands of people all working indirectly on your behalf on their time - and receive a cut of everything they do. 

Sponsoring also builds your security in this business. Why? In most traditional businesses, what happens if you become ill or disabled and are unable to service your customers? Or perhaps you just want to take a nice long vacation? Whatever the case, you could lose most if not all of your income overnight, because it relies on you being there. That's not owning your own life and that's certainly not financial freedom.

Through the process of sponsoring and building a downline in Network Marketing, however, you can create total financial freedom for yourself. With a down line of independent business people working for you, you no longer have all your eggs in one basket. On the contrary, because each person in your downline has a vested interest in continuing and building their own businesses, you create an income that is non-dependent upon you - an income that can continue, even grow, indefinitely with or WITHOUT you.

Do I have to stock and deliver products?

Most Network Marketing Companies today allow its Distributors (and often even retail customers) to order direct from the company. The company simultaneously tracks your commissions, credits your account, and automatically sends you a check for the total amount due.

Isn't Network Marketing just another "get-rich-quick" scheme?

No, "get-rich-quick" is a fairy tale. It just doesn't happen in the real world. Sure, there are a few exceptions, but they're extremely rare. In fact, if overnight riches is your dream, your odds are probably better playing your state lottery than doing it in business - any business.

I couldn't get involved in Network Marketing. It's not a "real" business.

It's very real. Network Marketing is now a multi-billion dollar industry involving millions of independent business people and major U.S. corporations like Colgate-Palmolive, Gillette, Sprint, and MCI, just to name a few. And it's a rapidly-growing international force, too, with thousands of Network Marketing Companies already in operation in Canada, Mexico, Europe, Japan, Australia, New Zealand, and the Pacific Basin.

If Network Marketing is so great, why aren't more people involved?

That can be summed up in one word: misconceptions. The general public just doesn't understand what Network Marketing is or its potential. But that's finally starting to change. Right now it's estimated that only about 2% of the U.S. population is involved in Network Marketing. But industry experts predict that number could climb to 10% by the end of this decade. You can position yourself to take advantage of this trend by getting started in Network Marketing now. The timing is great for getting involved

What are the costs involved in starting and operating this kind of business?

Virtually all Network Marketing Companies require you to first purchase some kind of "Starter Kit." This is a one-time cost, and is usually less than $100. In addition, of course, you'll have monthly expenses for office supplies, postage, advertising, etc. A total of $50-$150 dollars per month is probably a realistic expenditure to expect. Anyone can afford this amount of money without jeopardizing their current lifestyle, while they're trying to build a better one. Here's some more good news - most, if not all of that, is tax deductible.

What if I can't afford to buy extra products.

You're not supposed to. Network Marketing Companies just want you to replace those products you now buy elsewhere with the equivalent but-higher-quality products your Network Marketing Company manufactures. By doing so, you are likely to save money since you now get to buy at wholesale. Plus, it only makes sense to buy from yourself to buy from "your own store."

I've tried Network Marketing before and it didn't work for me.

Let's say you've just moved into a new city and you decided to go out to eat that evening. Unfortunately, the food at the restaurant you picked turned out to be horrible. But just because of this one bad experience, you surely wouldn't swear off eating at all the other restaurants in the city, would you? Of course not! Network Marketing is no different. There are fair Network Marketing Companies, great Network Marketing Companies, and, yes, even some bad Network Marketing Companies. But Network Marketing works! You just need to link up with the right Company.

I don't have the cash right now to get involved in Network Marketing.

Get it! If a brand new $60,000 Mercedes were offered to you for $1 DO, would you find the money somehow to buy it? Go and get the money because your own Network Marketing business could be worth a lot more than that Mercedes.

I can see how others have become successful, but I don't think I could do it.

People of every age, every background, from every walk of life are making it in Network Marketing today. If you have the desire, you can succeed in Network Marketing.

If I would happen to be sponsored by someone half way across the country, how do I get questions answered? And what about training?

Free consultation and assistance from your sponsor, other upline associates (and often the corporate staff of your Network Marketing Company) is a phone call away. Faxes, E-Mail, Voice Mail, and other new technologies also provide fast and efficient communications between upline and downline...no matter where they're located. As for long distance training, this is easily handled through video training tapes, audio tape seminars, books, online computer and telephone conferences, etc.

I just don't have the time to start a Network Marketing business. I've got too many irons in the fire already.

That's precisely why you should consider Network Marketing. Besides creating financial freedom, Network Marketing is specifically designed to create personal freedom for you, so that you can do all the things in life you really want to do, that you don't have the time for now.

Don't you have to get in at the beginning to make any real money? Doesn't saturation eventually occur?

That's another big misconception that's been perpetuated by the media for years. The fact is, there has never been any evidence produced that "saturation" occurs in Network Marketing. This very topic was debated in U.S. courts at one time and that was the conclusion by the courts.

Secondly, realise that because Network Marketing is still a very young industry, there are hundreds of millions of prospects worldwide who have never even heard of Network Marketing. It will take years to even make a dent in that.

But here's the main reason why "saturation" is a myth: Timing. In the U.S. alone, there are tens of thousands of brand new prospects "hatched" every year. Part of that figure is young adults who have only just reached the stage in their lives where they'd consider (and could afford) to start a business. Then there are the thousands who have just experienced a major shift in the direction of their lives because of changes at work, at home, etc. These same people, who just months before could in no way, shape, or form be considered prospects for Network Marketing, NOW are suddenly very open to the proposition. And this is happening constantly. Bottom line: The market is wide open and the potential is enormous.
[THE WHOLE THING IS PROBABLY COPIED FROM A U.S. SITE CONSIDERING THAT PRICES MENTIONED ARE IN USD, ETC.]

NETWORK MARKETING http://conybio.com:8080/cb/Staticheader.do?command=aboutnetworkmarketreq 
The Real Meaning of NETWORK MARKETING "You've done it for years - and never been paid a paise!" How often do you recommend a movie, a good book, an excellent restaurant or even a brand name product you feel is of value? All the time! 
Have any of these Companies ever paid you for the powerful, persuasive "advertising" you did on their behalf? Certainly not!

You need Customers who believe in you and your product. You must tell your story to people so they will take action. 
The traditional approach is advertising. 
The reason why business spends 20% or even 50% of their entire income on advertising is - without it, they will go out of business. 

How big are the advertisement budgets of Companies you are presently doing business with? 
Some spend over 500 million to 1 billion annually on advertising, just look around and you can see all the advertising spent in your local area. It's everywhere, e.g. Billboards, Television, Radio, Newspaper, Magazine, etc. 
None of these advertising methods are as effective as Word-of-Mouth advertising, People will rather believe a trusted friend's recommendation instead of listening to a Rs.50 million advertising campaign.

POWER OF WORD OF MOUTH ADVERTISING

There is power in Word-of-Mouth advertising that can never be bought through regular advertising channels. 
Smart Companies are more than willing to share their advertising budgets for this powerful method of increasing business.

In Network Marketing the value added to the price of the products at each level of distribution is completely cutoff upto 60% and that benefit is passed on to the Distributor.

It is possible, by sharing the news with just a couple of friends, that eventually, everyone in town could be contacted. That's Networking. 

Now, how much Word-of-Mouth Advertising bonus do you deserve? You deserve the entire advertising and distribution budget. 

Of course, you would share it with your network of friends who helped you spread the news. That's compensation. 

What special talent is necessary to receive financial benefits from this Shared Advertising Concept? Can anyone take advantage and qualify for sharing in a Company's advertising and distribution budget? Everyone can get a monthly referral bonus, no unique qualifications are necessary.

THE DOUBLING CONCEPT 

The principle that fuels the growth of your Network Marketing business is called the Doubling Concept 

Let's say you set aside Re. 1/- on day 1 - and then you merely double it every day for a month. What do you think happens? 

On day two, you will have only Re. 2/-, day three - Re. 4/- and so on. By the end of the first week, on day seven you will have Rs 64/-. Excited? Probably not. 

The end of the second week, on day fourteen you will be looking at Rs.8,192/- Not bad- but watch this. By the end of the third week, on day 21 you will have over Rs. 10,00,000! and by the end of the month, on day 31 you will have in excess of Rs. 1,07,00,00,000!!! SO, ON THE WHOLE YOU WILL HAVE A WHOPPING Rs.214.74 CRORES PLUS!!!!!! IN 31 DAYS [chart]       MULTI-LEVEL MARKETING [MLM]: READ THE TRUTH ABOUT MLM IN MY SEPARATE ARTICLE ON THE SUBJECT
CONYBIO'S NETWORK MARKETING http://conybio.com:8080/cb/Staticheader.do?command=strategiesreq 

Every day, thousands of new people all over India are discovering Conybio and joining the Conybio Dynamic Family to take advantage of the Products and the Business Opportunity to enhance their lives.  

The Most beneficial concept about the CONYBIO's NETWORK MARKETING PLANN is that it is an ACCUMULATIVE PLAN, unlike other NETWORK MARKETING CONCEPTS, which follows a marketing strategy that takes you back to the starting point, month after month even after several months of marketing effort. 

At Conybio you start your business as a Distributor and begin to earn bonus from the Executive level and the same continues to grow till your reach the Crown Diamond Manager Rank. Your income increases month after month and you will never return to the starting point, but continue to stay at the achieved level, even if you don't do business. 

You register in CONYBIO's NETWORK MARKETING just by investing around Rs.3000. (Rs.750/- towards membership plus a minimum of 1500BV worth of products your choice i.e. Rs.750 + Rs.2300 approximately Rs.3050. 
You will also be given a product catalogue folder and a FIR Health Knowledge Book) for a package of CONYBIO's FIR BIO-CERAMIC products. These are exclusive products that are not available in open market and it is exclusively marketed by CONYBIO on a direct marketing basis at Distributor's price.

Based on the products you purchase, you are credited with points "Business Value (BV)" with a minimum of 1,500 BV which is the unit of Business volume you have done. 
This BV accumulates as you sponsor more Distributors who will be buying CONYBIO products and thereby you will be getting a minimum of 1,500 BV each. The individual BVs, of the Distributors who are all under you, are added together to form your Group BV (GBV) and with the help of Temporary Accumulated BV(TABV) higher ranks are awarded. 

In addition Conybio has developed an exclusive training department called Conybio Learning Resources (CLR) which has evolved a Conybio Success System (CSS). The contents provides for a structural training programme which enables you to make it to the top at a faster pace. Monthly motivational Seminars are conducted by experts in the field to help maintain the tempo of sustained growth and proliferation of networking on an All India basis.

Conybio also conducts Business Meetings at its Home Office to explain about the concept of Network Marketing and the products with experienced upline Distributors. They share their experience in marketing and guide the new entrants

A Distributor can grow in Conybio Network Marketing Business as shown above [chart]. 

The Distributor gets promoted to a MANAGER RANK with a Temporary Accumulated Business Value (TABV) of 60,000 BV and he will be eligible for other bonuses like LDB Leadership Development Bonus. When he reaches the next rank of GROUP MANAGER, he would be eligible for LOB (Leadership Overriding Bonus). Please note that Performance Bonus is called as LOB from this rank onwards. When he reaches the rank of Diamond Manager, he is entitled for a unique CHF (Car/Housing Fund) of 3%. (Please refer to details in the Marketing Plan) 
Similarly, when he reaches the rank of CROWN DIAMOND MANAGER, he is entitled to enjoy CBB (Crown Breakway Bonus of 4%) for promoting more CDM's under him/her.(Please refer to details in the Marketing Plan):
http://conybio.com:8080/cb/Staticheader.do?command=marketingplanreq 

ABOUT FIR http://conybio.com:8080/cb/Staticheader.do?command=firreq
What Are Far Infrared Rays (FIR)?

FIR is commonly known as the "Light of Life". It is an invisible part of the spectrum of sunlight and as such is also known as the "Invisible Light".

It is known as the "Light of Life" because it has brought life to the Earth. Until today, the development and reproduction of all life-forms on Earth depends upon FIR found in sunlight. 

To cite a few examples, all insects depend on sunlight to hatch their eggs and propagate them. This is all done by FIR. Sea turtles lay their eggs on the sandy beaches and bury them in the sand. Under the heat of the Sun, especially the effects of FIR acting on the eggs for a period of time, tiny turtles are hatched. This is one of the forms, which FIR has contributed. If there were no sunlight, the above example of procreation would not have taken place. As such, we call FIR in sunlight the "Light of Life"

Actually, FIR does not only originate from the Sun itself. Many living things on Earth such as Human Beings, animals, soil and minerals are able to produce FIR under specific conditions and such rays are similar in nature to the "Light of Life".

Hens and many other birds embrace their eggs and use the heat produced by their bodies to hatch them. They are in fact using FIR produced by their bodies to do the hatching, thus producing life.

Under this simple reproductive process, the eggs of insects, sea turtles, hens and birds have developed tremendously under the influence of FIR. These changes have caused the albumin and the yolk to develop into blood vessels, nerves, skeletons, organs, etc. and give life to the young which live together with their mothers in this world. That is why the effects of FIR are so great. Our bodies too can produce FIR. The intensity of FIR produced by the Human being varies from person to person. However, when it begins to decline, the human body will be subjected to attacks by ailments and diseases, age quickly and become old. There will be a decline in the state of health and when we are about to face death, FIR radiation from the human body will be near to zero. 

As such the human body requires a continuous supply of FIR from mother nature to boost the powers of the FIR found in our bodies. Constant exposure to sunlight will make our body feel healthier and because of this, we will feel energetic and stronger after having a sun -bath. From the physics point of view, FIR is a form of light. It is a form of light invisible to our eyes and as such is known as the 'Invisible Light'.

It possesses properties similar to Light. It has a fixed wavelength range, is a transverse wave, which is a component of the electromagnetic spectrum. It travels in straight lines and also experiences refraction and reflection. When it comes in contact with bodies of similar wavelength resonance takes place, thus causing both of them to vibrate at the same frequency and eventually the FIR is absorbed by the body itself. It also possesses a form of "Natural Energy". Heat which we experience everyday is all due to the presence of FIR.
*Far Infrared Rays or FIR: READ THE TRUTH ABOUT FIR IN MY ARTICLES CONYBIO AND BIOCONNED!...
PRINCIPLES OF FIR http://conybio.com:8080/cb/Staticheader.do?command=principlesreq 
It is false assumption that the existence of life depends upon water and oxygen. Few creatures survive the extreme rigours of North and South pole, which shows the importance of warmth with Infrared Rays to support life. The amount of F.I.R available for health is reduced as the sunlight reaches the earth because most are being absorbed by the ocean, concrete buildings and man-made objects.

F.I.R was first discovered through spectroscopes by German scientist in 1800. Since then, many researchers from Italy, United States of America and Germany have found that it helps to promote health profoundly. Since 1980's researchers and experts from United States of America, Japan, Korea and China have started to accumulate scientific proofs on the contributions of F.I.R to human health. The physical characteristics of F.I.R are invisible, linearity, refractivity; can be absorbed and produce warmth and harmonise with the natural life-force released by the human body, to enhance resonance absorption; the ability to penetrate deep into the human body.

F.I.R radiation is popular in Japan and Korea and recently numerous research papers on clinical experimentation and application of F.I.R are published. In depth research by the Japanese expert has shown that F.I.R radiation is similar to the average "qi" (8 micron) wavelength emitted during "qi gong" therapy which has been practiced by ancient Chinese since 3000 years ago. Cooperation between Japan's Chinese Medical Science Society President Mr. Mitsutane Sugi and Master Lin Housheng, a prominent "qi gong" exponent of China, have produced a range of therapeutic device to perform psychosomatic treatment.

Disturbance "qi" (life-force) will disturb the normal body function illness. Therefore "qi" released from the palm of "qi gong" master is "qi" introduced from an external source to restore the body's function. Therefore by wearing F.I.R products, it helps to produce warmth and increase the resonance absorption, which is similar to "qi gong" therapy to restore health. According to Dr. Masao Nakamura from Japan, F.I.R treatment is the best solution, because it achieves the objective "treatment that caused the least pain to the patient".
RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT PRODUCTS OF FIR http://conybio.com:8080/cb/Staticheader.do?command=firRDreq
FIR AND BLOOD FLOW http://conybio.com:8080/cb/Staticheader.do?command=firworksreq
When the normally smooth, firm linings of the arteries become thickened and roughened by deposits of fat, fibrin, calcium and cellular debris, it will lessen the arteries ability to expand and contract and slows the blood movement through narrowed channels. These conditions make it easier for blood clots to form, blocking the arteries and stopping blood flow completely.

Our body temperature is normally at 36°C to 37°C. When we exercise, blood flow increases, increase in blood flow results in increase in the metabolic rate. Increase in metabolic rate paves the way for ejecting body waste & toxins through sweat. In this process, the body waste is being eliminated, and proper food nutrient ingested to supplement our body, which becomes vital for longevity. It is also a fact that materials like clothing can keep our body warm but it does not emit FIR for absorption - only fabrics that contain bioceramic, materials have the properties if worn and used on a long term basis on our body, will one achieve optimum health benefits.
Why do we say that 4-16 micron is the Bio-Genetic Rays? The basis is on usage, research on living things coupled with FIR. Temperature of every living thing including animals and plants is normally within the range 0°C to 50°C. The ability to absorb electromagnetic waves is also within this range and this wavelength is between 8-12 microns, the external emission rate of the human body. It is within the frequency range of 4 - 16 micron. Extensive biological research has shown that FIR wavelengths between 4 - 16 micron are beneficial to human body and consequently known as the physiological rays or Bio-Genetic Rays.

There are many medical specialist and researchers who have determined that our body can quickly react to absorb the distal infrared. The distal infrared causes the water molecules in the body to vibrate and then it causes heat reaction through resonant absorption; and the heat causes the temperature under the skin to increase, resulting in expansion of capillaries to promote blood circulation and eliminate obstacles that hinder metabolism; and the tissues get activated to result in the formation of enzyme.

The water molecules in the body is likewise changed into micro-molecules, and would get rid of toxic and body waste and make the water more active to increase metabolic rate. Apart from this, 4 -16 micron FIR in the blood stream is able to neutralise blood toxicity and smoothen the wall of arteries, capillaries and veins.

A research conducted by Japanese Medical Professor (Tanji) on white mice with cancer cells showed that the application of FIR (Bio-Genetic Rays) could also help to convert the cancer cells back to normal healthy cells. That is why the Bio-Genetic Rays is so amazing.
EFFECTS OF FIRhttp://conybio.com:8080/cb/Staticheader.do?command=effectsfirreq
Infrared Rays having a wavelength between 4-16 microns benefits the human body. The normal absorption of resonant frequency for human body is 8 to 15 microns. 
However, the range of absorbable band of all organic matter on our planet is approximately 6 to 15 microns. This activates water molecules, vibrates through resonance, improves and increases blood circulation and metabolic function, cleanses the body of toxic wastes, decreases acidity in the blood, increases blood's oxygen content and retards ageing process.

26 different ceramics and various mineral oxides such as Aluminium dioxide Al2O3, Silicon dioxide SiO2 etc, are mixed in a certain proportion and processed, such that it is capable of producing FIR from body heat generated at 36°9C temperature. 
This composition is preheated to 1600°C, cooled and embedded in the fabric through an exothermic process and shaped into various CONYBIO BIOCERAMIC PRODUCTS.

The natural resonant frequencies of water and organic substances are within the FIR frequencies. 
Therefore water and organic substances absorb energy easily from the radiated FIR waves.

LIST OF CONYBIO PRODUCTS http://conybio.com:8080/cb/Productmaster.do?command=PRODUCTLIST
In addition to the list on page 20, of which serial nos. 2, 3, 4, 6, 10 and 12 are now missing here, the apparent new additions are Spirulina Cereal, Ginseng Coffee, men’s singlet, long pants, and a wider range of bracelets, T-shirts and socks*.
Disclaimer: "Our products provide you with the goodness of the Sun and conforms to supportive therapy only. 

Our products are neither a medicine nor an alternative to medicine and we do not claim preventive and/or curative properties / benefits by usage of our products".
CUSTOMER PRICE LIST http://conybio.com:8080/cb/PriceList.do?command=CUSTOMERPRICELIST 
*The price list however displays some of the 'missing' items with their prices. 

Additionally included are Conybio’s BIO-CERAMIC MULTIPURPOSE CLEANER, FIR ACTIVATED PLASTIC MUG, FIR ACTIVATED PORCELAIN MUG, FIR AIRTIGHT LUNCHBOX, CHITOSAN DENTAL PASTE, FIR CHITOSAN BEAUTY SOAP, TOXIN ADSORBENT, FIR ELBOW BRACE, FIR ANKLE BRACE, FIR SHIN BRACE, WRIST GUARD, FIR WRIST BAND, FIR HEAD BAND, FIR EYE SHADE, FIR SUN SHADE, FIR CERVICAL SOFT COLLAR, FIR WINTER CAP FIR HEALTH CARD, FIR KEYBOARD PAD, WATER POT, ALKA*, FIR FILTER CARTRIDGE,  WATER FILTER COUNTER TOP, WATER FILTER WALL MOUNTED, FIR BIO BALL, CERAMIC FILTER, CARBON FILTER, ACTIVATOR, NANO CERAMIDE LOTION, NANO CERAMIDE CONDITIONER, NANO CERAMIDE DETERGENT, HAIR CREAM, CONYBIO PLUS TOOTH PASTE, CONY KIDS TOOTH PASTE, PP FILER CARTRIDGE, FIR COMMERCIAL PACK, LADYS PALM GUARD, COMISOLE WHITE BLACK, etc. 
*ALKA, The best water treatment technologies in one simple single unit. The unique FIR ALKALINE natural water treatment system. 4 Stage Purification - Ceramic Filtration, Nano Silversol Activated Carbon, Granular Activated Carbon, FIR Activating Bioceramics and Alkaline Activation with negative ions. 16.5 litres capacity bio-ceramic impregnated lower water tank. Portable easy to handle, Economical (No electricity necessary). 
WASHING METHOD: Don’t use hot water for cleaning. Do not use detergent to clean. MRP (1 UNIT): Rs. 9,500
TESTIMONIALS
http://conybio.com:8080/cb/Staticheader.do?command=healthreq
There are people with Christian names who have testified to the wellness benefits received from using CONYBIO products.
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       FALUN DAFA, FALUN GONG, QI-GONG
FALUN DAFA COMES TO BANGALORE* IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

FOR A REFRESHER ON QI-GONG, FALUNG GONG, FALUN DAFA, PLEASE READ THE ARTICLES CONYBIO, BIO DISC AND BIOCONNED!... ONCE AGAIN, IT IS name withheld WHO BRINGS IT TO MY ATTENTION. BUT DESPITE MY MAKING ENQUIRIES WITH BANGALOREANS, I DO NOT LEARN ANYTHING FROM THEM. HOWEVER THE PROBLEM WAS SERIOUS ENOUGH TO WARRANT A PRIEST’S ENQUIRING WITH ME FOR THE FIRST TIME.
From: name withheld To: prabhu Sent: Saturday, January 20, 2007 12:32 AM Subject: Falun Gong
JMJ Dear Michael, Have you researched and written on Falungong mediation? 

Please watch out as you will hear of it more often as it has now entered India. NN
From: adolf washington To: prabhu Sent: Friday, June 08, 2007 7:42 PM Subject: 

I’m writing a story on Falun Dafa meditation being introduced in Bangalore (some Catholic institutions practicing it)*. Give me a few lines on this, so that I could quote you in the SAR New story. Fr. Adolf
From: prabhu To: adolf washington Sent: Saturday, June 09, 2007 12:27 PM Subject: FALUN DAFA
Dear Fr. Adolf, In January someone had written me: “Have you researched and written on Falungong mediation? Please watch out as you will hear of it more often as it has now entered India...” But he did not follow up and I forgot about it.

I am reproducing here an excerpt from my article "CONYBIO". For a Christian to appreciate the spiritual problems associated with this meditational technique one has to understand the Taoist philosophy behind it, the Yin/Yang, the principle of "chi", etc., all of which I have explained in great detail in other articles like Pranic Healing, Reiki, Acupuncture, etc. etc. The entire Conybio article [available at www.ephesians-511.net ] is attached here for your convenient referral. Thank you, Michael
PS. If you could give me more information about who is propagating anything to do with it in Bangalore, I would be most interested in making further enquiries and filing a report with the Archbishop. [NO RESPONSE]
From: prabhu To: Michael Prabhu Sent: Saturday, June 09, 2007 6:36 PM Subject: FALUN GONG or FALUN DAFA
[ENQUIRY. No useful or informative response received from the Bangalore Catholics whom I wrote to]
From: name withheld To: prabhu Sent: Saturday, June 09, 2007 12:53 PM Subject: Re: URGENT 

Falun Gong (Falun Dafa) was introduced to the public by… [http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Falun_Gong] NN [see page 30]
From: prabhu To: name withheld Sent: Sunday, June 10, 2007 10:15 AM Subject: FALUN GONG

THANKS A LOT. DO I HAVE YOUR PERMISSION TO PASS IT ON TO FR. A WITH THE NOTE THAT YOU RESEARCHED THIS? …I DON'T WISH TO TAKE CREDIT FOR WHAT I DID NOT RESEARCH. PLS. ADVISE. MIKE
From: name withheld To: prabhu Sent: Sunday, June 10, 2007 10:20 AM Subject: Re: FALUN GONG

JMJ Please don't. Fr. A probably has much better resources. What I've sent you is from an online encyclopedia. Please send him only your original research because what I sent you is something that he too has good access to. I posted it across to you only for your knowledge, i.e., if you are researching the subject for him... NN
From: prabhu To: name withheld Sent: Monday, June 11, 2007 7:56 AM Subject: Re: FALUN GONG

WHY DON'T I THEN SEND IT TO HIM SO THAT IF HE IS EXPOSING ERROR, IT WILL BE HELPFUL FOR THE CHURCH AND WILL HIT HER ENEMIES THRU HIM? I CAN TELL HIM IT’S FROM THE NET AND LET HIM DO WITH IT WHAT HE WANTS.
I CAN'T WRITE ON THE SUBJECT BECOS I DON'T KNOW WHERE IT’S HAPPENING. [NO RESPONSE FROM name withheld]
From: prabhu To: Michael Prabhu Sent: Monday, June 18, 2007 11:20 AM Subject: FALUN GONG or FALUN DAFA
Dear friends, Yesterday [June 17] I attended a program conducted by non-Christians in a non-Christian hall, in Chennai. 

No Christian was present. 
I understand that the Falun Dafa has entered Bangalore, and is being propagated in some Christian institutions. I am reproducing below an excerpt from my article "CONYBIO". 
For a Christian to appreciate the spiritual problems associated with this meditational technique one has to understand the Taoist philosophy behind it, the Yin/Yang, the principle of "chi", etc., all of which I have explained in great detail in other articles like Pranic Healing, Reiki, Acupuncture, etc. etc. The entire Conybio article is available at www.ephesians-511.net .
If you could give me more information about who is propagating anything to do with it in Bangalore, I would be most interested in making further enquiries and filing a report with the Archbishop.
Love, Michael Prabhu, Metamorphose Catholic Ministries, Chennai [NO RESPONSE]
Finding inner peace through exercises Staff Reporter, The Hindu, October 28, 2006

http://www.hindu.com/2006/10/28/stories/2006102819380200.htm
# Falun Dafa is a way to improve the mind, body and spirit
# Falun Dafa helps improve a person's health and cleanses the body
# It is practised in over 70 countries by more than 100 million people

*Bangalore: Falun Dafa, also called Falun Gong, is a way to improve the mind, body and spirit. It is nothing but a set of five simple exercises that help open up one's energy channels, purify the body and helps the practitioner find inner peace. Bhagwan, a practitioner, says that many people have taken to Falun Dafa as it helps improve a person's health and cleanses the body. 
"It is suitable for all ages. By practising Falun Dafa, one can develop clarity in approach in day-to-day life," he said.
Chitra Bhagwan, also a practitioner, said that Falun Dafa was based on three principles of truthfulness, compassion and tolerance. Falun Dafa is an ancient cultivation practice. Master Li Hongzhi popularised it in 1992. It is currently practised in over 70 countries across the world by more than 100 million people, said Cindy Drukier, a Canadian practitioner.
Ms. Chitra said Falun Dafa is easy to learn as the movements are simple and effective. She said that Falun Dafa is practised in the city at Cubbon Park at 6.30 a.m. and Kumara Park West at 5 p.m. For details, call 9341254320, 9886500273.
*FALUN DAFA: FROM CUBBON PARK TO JYOTHI NIVAS COLLEGE FOR WOMEN, BANGALORE
On the 12th of May, 2008, as Joint Editor of The Catholic Times, I attended the Indian Catholic Press Association [ICPA]’s 14thNational Convention and Annual General Body meeting at the Jyothi Nivas College For Women on Hosur Road, which is run by the St. Joseph of Tarbes nuns. 
At the auditorium, I found a few people distributing copies of a four-page multi-coloured, attractive mini-magazine titled "Introduction to Falun Dafa", 2007 edition [free of cost] along with superior-quality invitation cards to World Falun Dafa Day celebrations at Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Race Course Road from 11 to 13 May, no entry fee.
Each invitation card was accompanied by an artificial rose set in leaves and a classy bookmark.  All this must have cost the organizers a pretty package and it is obvious that, despite the "free classes at Cubbon Park from 6:30 to 7:30 am and Kumara Park from 5:00 to 6:00 pm", they must have been confident that they would make a profit at the end of the day. Remember, only the good things in life come free.
It had not taken much time for Falun Dafa to traverse the few kilometers from Cubbon Park to Hosur Road.

It did not surprise me to find the latest New Age fad at the Tarbes nuns'. They had been laying the ground work for New Age since over a decade, to the best of my knowledge, with pranic healing, yoga and Dharma Bharathi syncretism at their St. Francis Xavier’s Convent. So my dear friend name withheld and Fr. Adolf were right. Only, the so many Catholic lay ministries and covenant communities and prayer groups in Bangalore – did not care to expose the menace and fight it on their home ground or, at the very least, inform this ministry which would do their work for them.

They probably do not realize that to remain silent in the face of error is to be an accomplice to it and they will be held guilty for not protecting their brothers and sisters [both figurative as well as literal] from spiritual danger.
AN ARTICLE THAT APPEARED IN VISHAL JAGRUTI, A CATHOLIC MAGAZINE FROM GOA, AND MY RESPONSE
Yogis, Yoga and Christianity November 2007, SAR NEWS by Fr. Adolf Washington, Bangalore 
Priests of two churches in London that banned a group from conducting yoga classes in their premises early September this year, would probably scoot back home should they visit India now.

The two priests had called the ancient Indian practice “un-Christian”, after disallowing Louise Woodstock from conducting yoga classes for children at the Silver Street Baptist Church and St James Church of England in Taunton, Somerset.

The anti-yoga call has only got shriller in many parts of the United Kingdom.

But back home, more Catholic institutions are adopting yoga or yoga-related techniques to either blindly imitate or “baptise” as their own, the practices of religious gurus who are pitching tents in every nook and corner of the country.

We intended something similar with inculturation when we adopted certain Indian forms of worship - though some still choose to call it Hinduisation of Christianity – and we did meet with sufficient success in getting people of other faiths interested in ours. But the unguarded pace at which many of us today are embracing various new forms of yoga is in a way affecting our basic beliefs and faith life.

A case in point is the Falun Dafa meditation. Their claim of membership of 100 million in China, the US, Canada, Europe and Australia will now double or increase fourfold with their entry into India. You get a free VCD or CD music commentary, an expensive-looking brochure and a couple of booklets for self-help.

Catholic institutions have even introduced them in morning assemblies and as part of “staff welfare” programmes. While good health is the gift wrap for most of these kinds of practices, what many of our priests and nuns do not know is that the Falun Gong or Wheel of Law is a blend of Buddhism, Taoism and New Age spiritualism.

Jesus did not give us religion as a mixture or concoction of sorts. He gave us One Bread, One Cup.

At least eight early morning slots of several national television channels are full of yogis and yogas. It is impossible to keep a count of how many Catholics or Christians are performing yoga in front of the television to Hindu religious chants.

From: prabhu To: AICU; vjscript@yahoo.com Sent: Monday, February 25, 2008 8:11 AM

Subject: YOGA and the FALUN DAFA 
Dear Sir, 
With reference to the excellent NEWS item published in Vishal Jagruti, November 2007 issue, page 11, Yogis, Yoga and Christianity, I am very interested to know from you the names of the writer and the source of that item. 

I greatly appreciate the writer’s awareness of the spiritual dangers of Falun Dafa. I have written about the Falun Gong and the Falun Dafa in my expose of the “CONYBIO” product [see www.ephesians-511.net]. 

The Bishops of Korea have issued several warnings against the Falun and allied phenomena, including yoga, published by UCAN News since 1997. In fact, Qi-gong, Chi-kung, Ki-kung, etc. are nothing but “Chinese” or “Taoist” Yoga.

Can anybody [including the writer of the referred news report] confidentially provide me [michaelprabhu@vsnl.net] with the names and addresses of Catholic institutions that have introduced Falun Dafa? I will be most grateful.

Michael Prabhu, Subscriber, Chennai [Letter published in March issue of VJ]

A BANGALORE PRIEST PROTESTS FALUN DAFA! FALUN GONG IS NEW AGE!!
From: AICU To: prabhu Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2008 11:51 AM Subject: Re: THE GOLDEN COMPASS

Dear Mr. Prabhu, 

Ref. your email of 25/02/08. The news item was received from SAR News and the article was written by Fr. Adolf Washington. We suggest that you get in touch with them for further information.

Their email ID is sarnews@dataone.in Regards J.A. Barreto, VJ Publisher

FR. ADOLF WASHINGTON IS Editor-in-chief, SAR News, Public Relations Officer (Bangalore Archdiocese), and
Director, Archdiocesan Communication Centre, Bangalore. A portion of his story is copied from my CONYBIO article which I had referred him to.
FALUN DAFA IN CHENNAI
The invitation card that I received from the Falun Dafa volunteers at the Jyothi Nivas college in Bangalore reported "Free classes also at Kolar, Srinivaspur, KGF, Chintamani [all near Bangalore, Karnataka], Cochin, Hyderabad, Mumbai and Delhi."

But a few months later I saw this ad. in a Chennai newspaper "Free Falun Gong workshop". I have the clipping with me but did not record the name of the paper or the date. I visited their centre at the office of Kengs India Pvt. Ltd. in T. Nagar [m: 94446 24292, www.falundafa.org] to check it out, one evening in June. Suman Srinivasan [tel: 2815 6941, sumanr@ufl.edu] was leading people individually into meditation and after an impatient wait in the office, I walked away with a fair amount of literature in Tamil and Telugu, some very pretty Falun Gong bookmarks, and the glossy 72-page Special Anniversary Edition of the "Journal of Falun Dafa Around the World", titled "Compassion".
FALUN DAFA - A REAL AND PRESENT DANGER
On page 5 of my article CONYBIO, I had excerpted and copied news reports from various newspapers that reported, 1999 to 2002, on this "Chinese cult", the crackdown on the Falun by the Chinese government, the atrocities on its members and activists by the State, and enough information to confirm that Falun Dafa is a New Age sect or path, and that Falun Gong or Qi Gong is a New Age spiritual meditational practice. 
The Journal, and the four-page pamphlet which I was given at Jyothi Nivas, only contain more of the same information.
Since its origin in 1992, it swept like a plague across the People’s Republic of China. By 1999, it had spread to over forty countries globally. 1992-2002 was the period of what they call "the persecution" in China. Hundreds, if not a few thousand Falun Dafa practitioners were killed while over a hundred thousand were arrested or detained after public protests against its ban by the Chinese government. Tiananmen Square once again became a rallying point. The Falun Dafa became the nemesis of the Communist Party of China. It is estimated that the Falun Dafa had by then over a hundred million members before the crackdown which started July 20, 1999. 
At the beginning of 1998, Li Hongzhi, the founder of Falun Dafa, had immigrated to the United States with his wife and daughter. It became politically correct for the US and other Western governments to stand up for Li and the practitioners of Falun Dafa, in the name of democracy and human rights, likening him to Poland’s Lech Walensa and India’s Mahatma Gandhi. Amnesty International took up his case. He was also conferred thousands of awards and received many more invitations, thus further widening the reach of his spiritual practice. He was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize three years running, 2000 to 2002! Eminent people from all over the world – like then U.S. President George W. Bush and Dr. Franz Susman, "Professor of Catholic Church History", Austria, spoke out in condemnation of China and in support of Li. Susman described "the Falun Gong movement today (as) the biggest hope for mankind". Anti-Falun protesters including Chinese government officials like China’s Propaganda Minister and a Montreal-based Chinese newspaper were served with warnings and class-action law suits for persecuting the Falun.
As did the newspaper clippings in my CONYBIO report, the four-page Falun Dafa pamphlet too educates us on the spiritual nature of the exercises of Falun Gong. They talk of exercises, health, but also meditation and its 'healing power'. One is taught to live "in tune with the nature of the cosmos – the power of returning to your original self".
The first stage of the exercise, named "Buddha Showing a Thousand Hands", "opens all energy channels in the body"; the second "enhances one’s energy level and awakens wisdom"; the third "Penetrating the Cosmic Extremes" "purifies the body using energy from the cosmos"; the fourth, called the "Falun Heavenly Circuit" "circulates energy widely"; and the last, the "Way of Strengthening Divine Powers" "strengthens divine powers and energy potency".
If I highlight all the New Age terms in those phrases, the paragraph will be in red. I suggest that the reader study the Vatican Document on the New Age, my summary of it, and those of my articles that explain Chinese traditional medicines and ancient Chinese [Taoist] philosophy.
For Catholics to have any truck with the Falun Dafa and the Falun Gong is to get involved in the occult. It is a grievous sin against the First Commandment of God which expressly forbids us to worship or give even the least credence to creation, leave alone elevate it -- and ourselves -- to divine status.
It is a sad thing to note that half a page of the pamphlet records that "over 35 schools, and approximately 18,000 students, teachers and parents" in South India have already come under the influence of the Falun Dafa as of three years ago.

One hopes and prays that this does not include Catholic schools.
Why would the indomitable, authoritarian and ruthless Communist government of the People’s Republic of China fear a mass movement that has no "membership", appeals to meditation and spirituality, and to apparent virtues like "Truthfulness, Compassion and Forbearance"? One reason could be because they recognized a hidden spiritual power behind the façade of the Falun meditation and the Dafa way.
To underscore the seriousness of this phenomenon, I must reproduce something that I had copied from the newspapers in my CONYBIO article. Please read it carefully:

“‘There’s a real danger to society’ said He Zexiu, a physicist who helped design China’s hydrogen bomb in the late 1960s and who denounced Falun on television… He also denounced the group’s call to disciples to eschew all medicine… LI HONG ZHI SAYS HE LEARNED FALUN GONG FROM A SPIRITUAL MASTER HE HAS NEVER FULLY IDENTIFIED. The Chinese Government blames him for the deaths of 1,400 people by brainwashing them into shunning medical care… The New York based leader of the Falun Gong mystical sect… who founded the group in 1992 while living in China… was named last week as China’s public enemy No. 1. 

He claims that he is a ‘higher being’ sent to earth to help his followers achieve divine status…

“In his book of teachings, Zhuan Falun, Mr. Li says… that practitioners of his way, which he calls Falun Dafa, are elevated to a new type of morality, rendering them invulnerable to earthly diseases… One Beijing woman in her seventies vowed to continue to pursue enlightenment in secret through the Falun’s peculiar blend of BUDDHISM, TAOISM and NEW AGE SPIRITUALISM. The State media propaganda claimed that many Gong members suffered psychological problems, harming themselves and others as a result…”

INFORMATION ON FALUN DAFA SENT TO ME BY name withheld ON JUNE 09, 2007 [see page 27] http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Falun_Gong 

Origins
Falun Gong (Falun Dafa) was introduced to the public by Li Hongzhi on May 13, 1992 in Changchun, Jilin. 
According to Li, Falun Gong is an advanced "cultivation system" in the "Buddha School" which, in the past, was handed down to chosen disciples and served as an intensive "cultivation method" that required practitioners with extremely high “Xinxing” (mind-nature; heart-nature; character) or “great inborn quality.” Li taught the practice for three years and since then Falun Gong has also been promoted by practitioners themselves voluntarily. Falun Gong quickly grew in popularity in China, and starting in 1996 Li has introduced the practice to other countries.

Theoretical background
The content of Li Hongzhi's books include commentaries on questions that have been raised in China's qigong community. Falun Gong originally surfaced in the institutional field of alternative Chinese science, not religion. The debate between what can be called "naturalist" and "supernaturalist" schools of qigong theory has produced a considerable amount of literature. Xu Jian stated in The Journal of Asian Studies 58 (4 November 1999): "Situated both in scientific researches on qigong and in the prevailing nationalistic revival of traditional beliefs and values, this discursive struggle has articulated itself as an intellectual debate and enlisted on both sides a host of well-known writers and scientists — so much so that a veritable corpus of literature on qigong resulted. In it, two conflicting discourses became identifiable. Taking “discourse” in its contemporary sense as referring to forms of representation that generate specific cultural and historical fields of meaning, we can describe one such discourse as rational and scientific and the other as psychosomatic and metaphysical. Each strives to establish its own order of power and knowledge, its own “truth” about the “reality” of qigong, although they differ drastically in their explanation of many of its phenomena. The controversy centers on the question of whether and how qigong can induce “supranormal abilities” (teyi gongneng). The psychosomatic discourse emphasizes the inexplicable power of qigong and relishes its occult workings, whereas the rational discourse strives to demystify many of its phenomena and to situate it strictly in the knowledge of modern science." The Chinese government has generally tried to encourage qigong as a science and discourage religious or supernatural elements. However, the category of science in China tends to include things that are generally not considered scientific in the West, including qigong and traditional Chinese medicine.

David Aikman has written in American Spectator (March 2000): "Pragmatic and good-natured Americans may believe that qigong belongs in a general category of socially neutral, New Age-style concepts that are merely subjective, not necessarily harmful, and incapable of scientific proof. But China's scientific community doesn't share this view. 
Experiments under controlled conditions established by the Chinese Academy of Sciences in the late 1970s and early 1980s concluded that qi, when emitted by a qigong expert, actually constitutes measurable infrared electromagnetic waves and causes chemical changes in static water through mental concentration. Qi, according to much of China's scientific establishment, for all intents existed."[11]
Theories about the cultivation of elixir (dan), "placement of the mysterious pass" (xuanguan shewei), among others, are also found in ancient Chinese texts such as The Book of Elixir (Dan Jing), Daoist Canon (Tao Zang) and Guide to Nature and Longevity (Xingming Guizhi). Falun Gong's teachings tap into a wide array of phenomena and cultural heritage that has been debated for ages. It is noteworthy that the definitions of many terms usually differ somewhat from Buddhist and Daoist traditions.
Li Hongzhi States in Falun Buddha Fa Lecture in Europe: "Since the time Dafa was made public, I have unveiled some inexplicable phenomena in qigong as well as things that hadn’t been explained in the qigong community. But this isn’t the reason why so many people are studying Dafa. It’s because our Fa can truly enable people to Consummate, truly save people, and allow you to truly ascend to high levels in the process of cultivation. Whether it’s your realm of mind or the physical quality of your body, the Fa truly enables you to reach the standards of different levels. It absolutely can assume this role."
Noah Porter (2003) quotes Andrew P. Kipnis (2001) and states: "Thus, to the Western layperson, qigong of all sorts may seem to be religious because it deals with spiritual matters. Because Li Hongzhi makes use of many concepts from Buddhism and Taoism in his writings, this may make Falun Gong seem even more like a religion to the outsider; Falun Gong grew initially into a space termed scientific [in China], but was insulated from the spaces formally acknowledged as institutionalized science in Western countries"[12]
Li Hongzhi's biography
In a lecture held on May 23, 1999 in Toronto, Canada, Li was asked: "I want to recommend to a newspaper that they publish the Master’s biography. Is this appropriate?" and he answered:

No. I don’t want to speak about my own situation. Nobody should. Because everybody wanted to find out about me there was a very, very simple biography in Zhuan Falun. Now I had asked them to take it out. What I tell you about is the Law (Dharma), everyone should study this Law. Have no interest in my circumstances! Just study the Law and that will lead you to consummation.

Interviewed by Time magazine in May 1999, Li Hongzhi was asked to name his teachers. In response Li stated, "I do not wish to have their names known. I had masters in two schools."[13]
Li Hongzhi
Main article: Li Hongzhi
Li Hongzhi is the founder of Falun Gong, but Falun Gong practitioners themselves call him "master" or "teacher". According to the Communist Party of China, a biography which is now generally accepted by the western media[attribution needed] with a few points of discretion, Li was born in a small town in Jilin Province and moved to Changchun as a child. He played the trumpet in a People's Liberation Army band, worked as an attendant in a hostel and a clerk in a grain and oil company. He later took interest in Qigong at the end of the 1980s. There is no comprehensive biography of Li available, although in his first version of the book Zhuan Falun, which was circulated in China until the 1999 ban, there was an extensive biography detailing his years of training under a number of spiritual masters. This biography draws very sharp contrast to the CPC's biography of Li, and includes mention of Li achieving a supernatural state of body and mind, and special powers including levitation, invisibility, achieving supernatural feats with thoughts alone.[7] [14]
As a result, much is left to speculation about Li's true identity, and when he is asked about it personally, he has always given responses open to interpretation.[improper synthesis?] When a Time reporter asked Li “Are you a human being?”, Li responded: “You can think of me as a human being.” [15] Maria Hsia Chang suggests that based on Li Hongzhi's quotations, especially his claims (direct or indirect) of divinity, Falun Gong can rightfully be considered a religion.[16] In addition to his apparent admission of a divine nature, according to certain members of the American anti-cult movement, Li demonstrates the characteristics of an authoritarian cult leader.

According to Clearwisdom.net, a Falun Gong website, Li is the recipient of several awards from state and congressional bodies in the U.S and is a two time Nobel Prize nominee [17] [18].

History and timeline
Main article: History of Falun Gong
Growth
Falun Gong was introduced to the public by its founder Li Hongzhi on May 13, 1992, in Changchun, Jilin. Invited by Qigong organizations from each area, Mr. Li traveled to almost all major cities in China from 1992 to 1994 to teach the practice. From 1995 to 1999, Li introduced the practice to other countries. Since then, Falun Gong has been voluntarily promoted by practitioners themselves, with Li giving speeches on an irregular basis around the world that extends his teachings.

Persecution of Falun Gong
Main article: Persecution of Falun Gong
In April 1999, a Tianjin professor wrote an article in the Tianjin College of Education’s Youth Reader magazine entitled “I Do Not Agree with Youth Practicing Qigong,” and made special mention of Falun Gong [19]. On April 25, Falun Gong practitioners lined the streets near Zhongnanhai in a silent protest against the government, alleging unfair treatment of its practitioners in Tianjin. In July 1999, the People's Republic of China banned Falun Gong in mainland China, fearing "a serious ideological and political struggle that would have a bearing on the future of the Communist Party and the State". Theories on the motives behind the ban vary. While some attribute Falun Gong's ban as the result of a personal directive of then-President Jiang Zemin, Falun Gong claims institutionalized persecution of their practitioners under the singular body of the Communist Party of China. Since the ban various human rights groups and western governments have condemned the Chinese government for alleged human rights abuses, including allegations of torture. The ban continues to this day.

Beliefs and teachings
Main article: Teachings of Falun Gong
The foundation of Falun Dafa are teachings known in traditional Chinese culture as the "Fa" (Dharma), or "Dharma and principles" – that are set forth in the book Zhuan Falun. Falun Gong students are taught that their Fa or "Buddha Law" can be summarized in three words – Zhen 真, Shan 善 and Ren 忍, which translate approximately as 'truthfulness, benevolence (or compassion), and forbearance'. The process of cultivation is said to be one in which the practitioner assimilates himself or herself to Zhen, Shan and Ren.

The teachings and principles of Falun Gong are captured in two main books written by Li Hongzhi: Falun Gong (Law Wheel Qi Gong) and Zhuan Falun (Turning the Law Wheel). Falun Gong is an introductory book that discusses qigong, introduces the principles and provides illustrations and explanations of the exercises. Zhuan Falun is the core text of Falun Dafa practice.[20]
Research into health benefits
Research conducted into the health benefits of Falun Dafa include work by Quan-Zhen Li (Ph.D, M.D), Richard J. Johnson (M.D.), Ping Li (Ph.D) et al. Their paper titled Genomic Profiling of Neutrophil Transcripts in Asian Qigong Practitioners: A Pilot Study in Gene Regulation by Mind–Body reports the result of studies conducted on Neutrophils/polymorphonuclear leukocytes (PMNs) of Falun Gong practitioners. The study reports that among the 6 practitioners on whom the genomic profiling was done, in comparison to the control group, about 200 genes were found consistently up-regulated or down-regulated. The study states:

"We here report the cellular and molecular changes in Falun Gong practitioners' PMNs that may attribute to enhanced immunity, alteration of apoptotic properties in favor of a rapid resolution of inflammation, as well as PMNs longevity based upon a much more economical balance of protein synthesis and degradation."
"Drastic system-level changes of gene expression were detected in PMNs of Falun Gong practitioners, while little changes were detected among non-practitioners, despite the differences in age and gender. Most interestingly, the genes that are regulated in a consensus fashion among the practitioners can be grouped into several functional clusters, which are directly linked to PMN functions in anti-viral immunity, apoptotic property and possibly longevity based upon a much more economical balance of protein synthesis and degradation."[21]
The Falun Dafa Australia website lists three surveys conducted in China in 1998, all of which suggest significant improvement in health levels. While the latter two provide no information related to who performed the surveys, the first lists a team of eleven researchers assembled from various institutes, hospitals, and universities. This survey was conducted on over ten thousand Falun Gong adherents in Beijing. The results suggest that among the participants Falun Gong’s disease healing rate was 99.1% with a cure rate of 58.5%[22]
The rate of improvement in physical health was 80.3%, while 96.5% in mental health. The results of this survey indicate that Falun Gong has a significant effect in disease healing and improving health.[23]
Third Party Views
Main article: Criticism and controversies about Falun Gong
Apart from the general negative rhetoric against Falun Gong from the Communist Party of China, Falun Gong's critics also come from psychological, religious, and philosophical circles. Falun Gong has received criticism from anti-cult experts in the United States, as reported by the San Francisco Chronicle. [24], [25] Some academics claim Falun Gong has misinterpreted or skewed principles of Qigong, Buddhism, and Taoism. [26] Li Hongzhi has been subject to controversy based on the content of his lectures and his claims of having supernatural powers. [27]
Differences between Falun Gong and other beliefs
Main article: Criticism and controversies about Falun Gong#Differences between Falun Gong, Buddhism, Qigong and other beliefs
Whether Falun Gong cultivation practice derives legitimacy from the ancient teachings of Buddhism is a matter of some controversy. Supporters say that traditional Chinese teachings called the Fa (Dharma) or “Dharma and principles” form the foundation for their Falun Dafa. In Zhuan Falun, Li states “Falun Dafa is one of 84,000 cultivation ways in the Buddha’s School, which has never been made public during the historical period of this human civilization.” However, as reported by Benjamin Penny (2005), Falun Gong’s earliest critics stated that by dramatically changing the meanings of traditional Buddhist terms, Li misrepresents the basic tenets of Buddhism and should not claim to be part of that tradition.

Debatable significance of Falun Gong awards and recognitions
Main article: Criticism and controversies about Falun Gong#Debatable significance of Falun Gong awards and recognitions
There is some controversy about how meaningful Falun Gong’s many municipal awards and recognitions are and how they are used to promote the Falun Gong. Patsy Rahn (2000), states they “are documents routinely obtained by groups from public officials in the US for public relations purposes” and may be used to mislead people in China into believing “that the American government supports Master Li and his Falun Gong practitioners.”[28] Noah Porter (2003) argues that these awards are not always easy to get, citing one example from Tampa, Florida.[29]
Falun Gong and the Anti-Cult Movement
Critics of Falun Gong in the West argue that Li Hongzhi establishes a relationship of dependency between himself and his followers, and uses what they say are a variety of manipulative techniques. They consider that Falun Gong should be thought of as a "cult" rather than a new religious movement or metaphysical qigong. A number of American writers in the field of cultic studies, including Rick Ross, Margaret Singer and Steven Hassan, have claimed that Li Hongzhi meets their definition of a "manipulative cult leader."
While cult experts have not reached a consensus definition for a cult, they often focus on what is considered the coercive behavior of the group leader as an indicator for the potentially damaging aspects of a particular group. In a New Times article (March 23-29, 2000) cult expert Margaret Singer stated: “Some will say it’s not but Falun Gong looks like a cult to me. My criteria is a self-appointed person with secret knowledge to share, who gets his followers convinced he is the pipeline to the eternal good life. Doesn’t that sound like Master Li?” [30]
However, opinions within the scientific community are notably varied. According to Philip Jenkins (2000) (quoted by Porter 2003), along with fringe religious groups almost always came movements to denounce or even eradicate them; the definition of a cult was not created in a vacuum, but rather is "a prefabricated script some centuries in the making, incorporating charges that might originally have been developed long ago against a wide variety of movements". Porter points out that supernormality was already a part of qigong before Falun Gong was introduced, as was moral guidance. Also, "Falun Gong does not force practitioners to sign contracts, threaten physical or economic harm for apostasy, or any other such coercive methods that are often attributed to cults. If someone tried Falun Gong and disliked it for any reason, they would have nothing to fear from practitioners. Also, it is interesting to note that practitioners are cognizant that Falun Gong does not fit neatly into categories like qigong or religion, and some are looking for more accurate ways of describing it to non-practitioners." Porter also opines that it is unfair to make comparisons between Falun Gong and cults such as People's Temple and Branch Davidians; "such statements irresponsibly leave the impression that Falun Gong has similarities to these violent groups, when in fact Falun Gong practitioners have consistently refused to use violence against those who persecute them." [31]
Ethics
Falun Gong lays emphasis on its interpretation of good moral nature. Practitioners are required to emphasize virtue (de), be a good person in all environments, and always think of others before doing things.

According to Li Hongzhi, the sole criterion that distinguishes good from bad is the unchanging characteristic of the universe: Zhen-Shan-Ren (Truthfulness, Benevolence and Forbearance). In Zhuan Falun, Li states:

“As a practitioner, one must follow this characteristic of the universe to conduct himself instead of the standard of ordinary people…. As a human being, if you can follow this universe’s characteristic of Zhen-Shan-Ren, you are a good person.”[32]
In a speech in Los Angeles (2006), Li Hongzhi spoke for the first time about what he sees as a big problem—cultivators not accepting criticism well. He also suggested that practitioners may be too focused on making judgments about others:

"As cultivators, think about it—I've talked about this in Zhuan Falun and in my earlier teachings on Fa—I have said, "Don't hit back when hit, don't talk back when insulted." When others mistreat you, you should respond with just a smile and let that be the end of it. And when others are embroiled in conflict and you are just an onlooker, you should think about it, "How can I do better? If I were in that position, would I be able to control my xinxing and face the criticism and disapproval like a cultivator?" Cultivation is about looking inside yourself. Whether you are right or wrong, you should examine yourself. 

Cultivation is about getting rid of human attachments. If you always reject reproaches and criticism, always point your fingers at others, and always refute others' disapproval and criticism, is that cultivating? How is that cultivating? You have grown used to focusing on other people's shortcomings, and never take examining your own self seriously. When others' cultivation one day meets with success, what about you? Isn't Master hoping that you are cultivating well? Why won't you accept criticism, and why do you keep focusing on other people? Why not cultivate inward and examine your own self? Why do you get agitated when you are criticized? How many of you seated here can keep at ease when someone points at you out of the blue and berates you? How many of you can stay unruffled and search for the reason on your part when faced with others' criticism and chiding?"[33] 

Falun Gong also believes in the act of retribution, and that all good and evil deeds will be paid in return in the due time. Because of this, Falun Gong practitioners see the PRC government crackdown as an act of "evil", and some pro-Falun Gong groups have reported claims of a number of people dying or suffering spontaneously after their alleged involvement in the crackdown of Falun Gong.[citation needed]
The Epoch Times
Main article: Epoch Times
According to the Epoch Times, it was founded in New York in May 2000, following the arrest of a small circle of journalists in China [8], however Li Hongzhi, the founder of Falun Gong (also known as Falun Dafa), has stated in his lectures that the Epoch Times “was established by Dafa (literally: great law) disciples for validating the Fa." [34] As a result of these conflicting statements and claims, whether or not the newspaper is actually Falun Gong's mouthpiece in the media is under considerable debate. The publication itself, however, presents an obvious political slant that is pro-Falun Gong and anti-Communist Party of China. The website's home page has a centered counter which displays in large numerals the number of people who have allegedly quit the Communist Party of China. This number is now over 20 million [35].

Falun Gong outside mainland China
Main article: Falun Gong outside China
The suppression of Falun Gong practitioners has been regarded by most western governments as a major international human rights issue. As of December 2005, sixty-one lawsuits have been filed[citation needed] in about thirty countries charging Jiang and several other senior officials with genocide, torture, and crimes against humanity for their roles in the treatment of Falun Gong in mainland China.[36] The PRC government is accused by Falun Gong and many human rights groups of violating the United Nations Convention Against Torture (UNCAT), also ratified by the People's Republic of China.
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