[image: image1.jpg]


AUGUST 6, 2016
Criticism of the Pieta Prayer Book
[image: image3.jpg]i METAMORPHOSE

I
A Catholic Ministry for Exposing the Truth about Alternative Medicine, the Occult in Reiki &
Pranic Healing and Orlental Spirtual Exercises of the New Age Movement
" queries and detailed information, please call on MICHAEL PRABHU.

MICHAEL PRABHU, #12, Dawn Apartments, 22, Leith Castle South Street, Chennal 600 028, INDIA.
inet  website : wiww.cphesians-511.net

FROMDARKNESS TOLIGHT  Phone : +91 (44) 24611606, ~e-mail : michaclprabhu@vs





Why we don’t carry the Pieta Prayer Book
https://www.aquinasandmore.com/blog/why-we-dont-carry-the-pieta-prayer-book/
October 14, 2011

There is a very popular prayer book available called the Pieta Prayer Book. It typically has either a blue or orange cover and the image of Michaelangelo’s Pieta on the front. The book is full of wonderful prayers and is very affordable. We sold several hundred when we first opened our store.
Unfortunately, we found that the prayer book also contains private revelations from people who haven’t even been recognized as Venerable by the Church and there is no indication that these revelations have been in any way approved by the Church.

Update 10/8/12: Someone in the comments found a passage in the Summa that backs the position of Mutter Vogel so we publicly acknowledge our error. Still, the book contains unapproved private revelations so we will continue not to carry it.

While most are fine, there is one section that contains heresy.
The page with revelations from Mutter Vogel has this to say:

Certainly, the Holy Sacrifice is one and the same even when it’s celebrated by an unworthy priest, but the grace called down upon the people is not the same.




Pieta Prayer Book
Since we first opened our policy has always been “Good Faith. Guaranteed” which means that we don’t carry many popular books including the Pieta Prayer Book.
Readers of this blog have left 61 comments many of which are eminently worth reading.
Criticism of Pieta Prayer Book
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=51318   

July 8, 2016
LL writes: “I have carried with me and read the Pieta Prayer Book for two decades. A lot of the prayers are some of my favorites. Somebody just told me that the Pieta book is bad, and shouldn’t be used. Is that true? Is it New Age, or is it a good Catholic Prayer book approved by the Church?”

It’s safe to say that the Pieta prayer book is NOT New Age, but it has endured some criticism over the years because of some of its content.

The book itself is not a Church publication. According to the Miraculous Lady of the Roses website, which is the publisher and owner of the copyright to the Pieta Prayer Book, it originated in the 1970s with a gentleman named Harry Faulhaber of southwest Michigan. He was looking for a spiritual gift to leave with people when making home visits on behalf of his parish. Together with his wife and a friend in San Damiano, Italy, they compiled the book of favorite prayers and had 1,000 copies made.

“Eventually all the books were given away and they made the decision to print more. They realized that they would have to charge a small fee for the book to offset the printing and shipping costs. To keep the cost as low as possible, they asked at the post office, ‘What’s the cheapest way to ship this?’ ‘Book rate (media mail),’ replied the postmaster, ‘but in order to be considered a book, it must have at least 72 pages.’ They opened the Pieta book and it had exactly 72 pages!” the site explains.

Since that time, more than nine million books have been printed.

The majority of complaints about the Pieta Prayer Book surround the inclusion of prayers that were composed by alleged seers who do not have Church approval.

One of these is Berthe Petit (1870 – 1943), a Franciscan Tertiary from Belgium who is known for her promotion of devotion to the Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart of Mary. However, her unapproved apparitions did not stop the Secretary of the Congregation for the Clergy from including her biography in their book entitled Eucharistic Adoration for the Sanctification of Priests and Spiritual Maternity which was published in 2007.

I was also unable to locate Church approval for the 14 promises Our Lord gave to another seer named Brother Estanislao (1903 – 1927) which are included in the Pieta book; but these same promises are quoted in a book by Joan Carroll-Cruz entitled Prayers and Heavenly Promises which has an imprimatur from Bishop Francis B. Schulte, the Archbishop of New Orleans.

Another criticism of the book is its presentation of the 15 Prayers of St. Bridget of Sweden and the alleged promises that are attached to the prayers.

A warning about these prayers and promises was issued by the Holy See Congregation of the Holy Office on January 28, 1954 which reads:

“In some places, a certain little work has been disseminated called the ‘Secret of Happiness: 15 Prayers Revealed by the Lord to St. Bridget in the Church of St. Paul at Rome’, published at Nice and various other places in several languages. Since it is asserted in this pamphlet that God made to St. Bridget certain promises, whose supernatural origin in no way stands up, let local ordinaries take care not to grant permission for publishing or reprinting pamphlets or other writings which contain these aforementioned promises.”

When someone brought this to the attention of the authors at EWTN’s Q&A Forum, they received the following response:

“The warning published by the Holy Office (Warning Concerning the “Promises of St. Bridget”) stated only that the promises were uncertain, as to their supernatural origin. It says nothing against the prayers, which have been in regular use since the Middle Ages. As to why the promises are still published along with the prayers, either Rome is being ignored, or Rome is thought to have changed its mind. In short, the promises are questionable, but there is no reason why the prayers of St. Bridget shouldn’t be used, as they have been for many centuries.”

All of the above has caused some Catholic book stores to stop carrying the book.

Although the Pieta Prayer Book does lack an imprimatur, I was unable to find any official Church statement against the book and, as a result, see no reason why the faithful cannot safely use these prayers for private devotion.

Pieta Prayer Book
http://www.ewtn.com/v/experts/showmessage.asp?number=438199 

May 2, 2005
Q: I am/was a Methodist youth minister and am coming home to the Catholic Church. My RCIA teacher gave me a copy of the Pieta Prayer Booklet published by the MLOR Corporation in 2004. I am very uncomfortable with much of the booklet. The actual prayers are not the problem, but I am bothered my many of the promises made for saying the prayers or even carrying a copy of some of them. I feel this booklet presents itself as formulas for manipulating God, and I get a sick feeling in my stomach when I read it. Please review this booklet thoroughly and comment on it in relation to Catholic teachings. If my mother came across this booklet she would surely think I've joined a cult.
A: I was not familiar with the specific booklet that you have. Immediately, however, I agreed with your healthy instinct about the faith.

Here is the text condemning the booklet: A Monitum from the Holy Office: In certain places a booklet has appeared with the title “The Secret of Happiness: Fifteen Prayers Revealed by Our Lord to Saint Brigid in the Church of Saint Paul in Rome,” published in various languages at Nice (and elsewhere).

Since it is asserted in this booklet that certain promises were made by God to Saint Brigid, and it is by no means certain that these promises were of supernatural origin, Ordinaries of places [bishops of dioceses] must avoid giving permission to publish or to reprint works or writings which contain the aforesaid promises.

Given at Rome, from the Holy Office, 28 January, 1954

(Acta Apostolicae Sedis 46-64, as contained in Canon Law Digest, Vol. IV, p. 389, Milwaukee: Bruce Publishing Company, 1958)

Anything published in the Acta Apostolicae Sedis is official and binding. -Rev. Mark J. Gantley, JCL
Different perspectives of the Pieta Prayer Book
http://www.ewtn.com/v/experts/showmessage.asp?number=438371
May 5, 2005
Q: This is a follow up to the topic of the Pieta Prayer Book. I agree that there are great promises throughout the book regarding some of the prayers. I would like to point out, however, that The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is also mentioned in the book. Jesus' promises that come with saying the Chaplet are not even mentioned in the Pieta book yet the Catholic Church approves the Chaplet of Divine Mercy as a proper Devotion. One of Jesus' promises for those who say the Chaplet, for example, is that if the Chaplet is recited in the presence of a dying person, that person is not subjected to the Justice or Judgment of Jesus but is taken into His Divine Mercy at the moment of Death and their sins are forgiven. Does the Church encourage Catholics to say the Divine Chaplet of Mercy but also teach that the promises are not to be considered?

I can't speak for everyone but in my case I have used this book to enrich my Faith the last few years and I believe it has brought me to a deeper understanding and belief in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. It has helped me to focus with greater intensity and reverence on the Miracle of the Holy Eucharist and Jesus' true presence within. The book also contains reasons why we should pray the Rosary daily and go to Mass as often as possible and how to make a perfect Holy Communion. Do the promises behind the prayers motivate me? Absolutely.

I have also passed the book to others in the past in hopes of enriching their faith. Now, I think I'm hearing that this may be wrong to do and if it is, I don't plan on doing it anymore. However, I must say it is disappointing to think that you could be helping to spread the Faith to others only to find out later that this approach may not be acceptable.

A: The Church has condemned these "promises" because they are, basically, superstitious. It is gravely wrong to mix superstition in with the truth of our faith.

Submit your intellect and will to the mind of the Church, and the truth will set you free. -Rev. Mark J. Gantley, JCL
Pieta Prayer Book and other promises
http://www.ewtn.com/v/experts/showmessage.asp?number=438371
May 12, 2005
Q: Sorry that this is not correct forum (liturgy) but I know you're smart with general questions and it does have to do with prayers. A question in another forum came up about the Pieta prayer booklet which although recently revised has been around awhile as I understand. My wife as a cradle Catholic grew up with one. I am a convert from about 15 years ago and, like the person in the other post, find the promises to feel wrong. How can anyone say that if I pray a particular prayer a certain amount of times, I'd be granted indulgences or free a particular number of souls from Purgatory or that almost anything I ask can "come true and seldom fails". It all smacks of superstition and formulas for salvation. I think the prayers themselves are great. I pray "formula" prayers as well as spontaneously and think that prayers will help other souls as well as your own but I just don't buy into very specific promises based on whether I pray a particular prayer a certain number of times or even things such as wearing a scapula. I wear a crucifix and my patron saint medal to outwardly show my faith as well as to remind me to reflect on Christs sufferings for me and of my brother Saint to whom I can try to emulate. But I don't believe wearing them grants me any particular promise like the scapula --what is the background for all of this and what, if any, of these things does the Church say are True promises and based on what reasoning (i.e. certain revelation from the Blessed Mother, a certain number of witnessed miracles associated with such things, etc..)?

A: The Pieta booklet has many beautiful prayers in it, and Catholics have used it fruitfully for decades. However, it is not an official prayer book and some material accompanying the prayers, such as the alleged promises you mention, tend toward superstition. For example, the Church rejects the promises allegedly revealed to St. Bridget. That document of the Holy Office from 1954 is in our library. Even when the Church accepts a private revelation as credible, she brings it into the heart of the Church, rather than have it rest on human credulity alone (as all private revelation does).

So, for example, we believe the Promise of Mercy Sunday on human faith in the credibility of St. Faustina, but the Church makes it solid by her divine authority through the Indulgence she created. The former is on sand, the latter is on Rock.

So, use the prayers in the Pieta book, but don't give much credence to the other material. -Colin B. Donovan, STL
Why Do Catholics…?
http://www.ncregister.com/site/article/why-do-catholics68/
By the editors, National Catholic Register, January 5, 2015

Regarding the Nov. 2-15 issue http://www.ncregister.com/nov.-2-15-2014 question: Please look into the Pietà prayer book.

“Since responding to a question about certain promises attributed to private revelations that suggest saying certain prayers for several years will guarantee one’s salvation, a number of writers have asked about my assertion that it is a superstitious practice,” responds Colin Donovan, EWTN vice president for theology. “Others have asked about the Pietà prayer book.”
“Concerning the Pietà booklet, it is a collection created in the 1970s by a layman who wanted to have something simple to give people he met during the apostolate. In general, it certainly has had that influence, despite the presence of claims that are neither accepted by the Church nor consistent with Catholic teaching.

“A case in point are the prayers attributed to St. Bridget. These prayers have many extraordinary claims associated with them. Writing of them in 1954, the Holy Office, known today as the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, stated that they were not proven to be supernatural and that bishops should not allow them to be published (EWTN.com/library/CURIA/CDFBRID.HTM).

“I can think of two reasons why the Holy See would say this. First, having been found in Rome apart from any known writings of St. Bridget, they cannot really claim any historical connection to her, and thus cannot be judged to be credibly from God based on her recognized sanctity. Even if it were demonstrated historically to be one of her writings, it would still have to be judged by its content against the faith, something the Church does with the writings of all the saints and blesseds.

“Secondly, in no case has the Church ever accepted any practice as meritorious apart from the faith which motivates it, together with charity and virtue of life” (see Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2111).

RELATED FILES
NORMS REGARDING THE MANNER OF PROCEEDING IN THE DISCERNMENT OF PRESUMED APPARITIONS OR REVELATIONS PAUL VI/CDF FEBRUARY 25, 1978 & DECEMBER 14, 2011

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NORMS_REGARDING_THE_MANNER_OF_PROCEEDING_IN_THE_DISCERNMENT_OF_PRESUMED_APPARITIONS_OR_REVELATIONS.doc 

THE MESSAGE OF FATIMA CDF, JUNE 26, 2000
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_MESSAGE_OF_FATIMA.doc
NORMS REGARDING THE MANNER OF PROCEEDING IN THE DISCERNMENT OF PRESUMED APPARITIONS OR REVELATIONS 02 CDF MAY 29, 2012

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NORMS_REGARDING_THE_MANNER_OF_PROCEEDING_IN_THE_DISCERNMENT_OF_PRESUMED_APPARITIONS_OR_REVELATIONS_02.doc
MARIAN APPARITIONS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MARIAN_APPARITIONS.doc
PRIVATE REVELATION 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PRIVATE_REVELATION.doc
PRIVATE_REVELATION-CRITERIA_FOR_DISCERNMENT-RICHARD_SALBATO 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PRIVATE_REVELATION-CRITERIA_FOR_DISCERNMENT-RICHARD_SALBATO.doc  

PRIVATE REVELATION-RULES FOR DISCERNMENT OF PHENOMENA-FR FELIX BOURDIER 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PRIVATE_REVELATION-RULES_FOR_DISCERNMENT_OF_PHENOMENA-FR_FELIX_BOURDIER.doc 

CARDINAL IVAN DIAS PROMOTES CONTROVERSIAL MARIAN APPARITIONS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_IVAN_DIAS_PROMOTES_CONTROVERSIAL_MARIAN_APPARITIONS.doc
AKITA, JAPAN-ARE THE SUPERNATURAL EVENTS GENUINE? 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AKITA-JAPAN-ARE_THE_SUPERNATURAL_EVENTS_GENUINE.doc
CATALINA RIVAS-STIGMATIST OR PLAGIARIST? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATALINA_RIVAS-STIGMATIST_OR_PLAGIARIST.doc
CHRISTINA GALLAGHER-THE HOUSE OF PRAYER 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHRISTINA_GALLAGHER-THE_HOUSE_OF_PRAYER.doc
CRITICISM OF THE PIETA PRAYER BOOK 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CRITICISM_OF_THE_PIETA_PRAYER_BOOK.doc 
FALSE PRIVATE REVELATION OF MICHAEL DIBITETTO - RON SMITH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FALSE_PRIVATE_REVELATION_OF_MICHAEL_DIBITETTO-RON_SMITH.doc
FALSE PRIVATE REVELATION OF SHINELLA STEPHENS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FALSE_PRIVATE_REVELATION_OF_SHINELLA_STEPHENS.doc
FR STEFANO GOBBI-MARIAN MOVEMENT OF PRIESTS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_STEFANO_GOBBI-MARIAN_MOVEMENT_OF_PRIESTS.doc
GARABANDAL

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/GARABANDAL.doc
JULIA KIM-MARYS ARK OF SALVATION
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/JULIA KIM-MARYS ARK OF SALVATION.doc
MARIA DIVINE MERCY-THE WARNING SECOND COMING AND THE BOOK OF TRUTH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MARIA_DIVINE_MERCY- THE_WARNING_SECOND_COMING_AND_THE_BOOK_OF_TRUTH.doc
MARIA SIMMA-GET US OUT OF HERE
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MARIA_SIMMA-GET_US_OUT_OF_HERE.doc
MARIA VALTORTA-POEM OF THE MAN-GOD

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MARIA_VALTORTA-POEM_OF_THE_MAN-GOD.doc
MAUREEN SWEENEY-HOLY LOVE MINISTRIES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MAUREEN_SWEENEY-HOLY_LOVE_MINISTRIES.doc
MEDJUGORJE

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MEDJUGORJE.doc
MEDJUGORJE-CAREY WINTERS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MEDJUGORJE-CAREY_WINTERS.doc
MEDJUGORJE-JOHN LOUGHMAN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MEDJUGORJE-JOHN_LOUGHMAN.doc
OUR LADY OF FATIMA AND THE BROWN SCAPULAR 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/OUR_LADY_OF_FATIMA_AND_THE_BROWN_SCAPULAR.doc
OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY-SAN NICOLAS ARGENTINA

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/OUR_LADY_OF_THE_ROSARY-SAN_NICOLAS_ARGENTINA.doc
PATRICIA DE MENEZES-THE COMMUNITY OF DIVINE INNOCENCE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PATRICIA_DE_MENEZES-THE_COMMUNITY_OF_DIVINE_INNOCENCE.doc
PROPHECIES OF ST MALACHY ON THE POPES AND THE LAST DAYS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PROPHECIES_OF_ST_MALACHY_ON_THE_POPES_AND_THE_LAST_DAYS.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 02-MEDJUGORJE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_02-MEDJUGORJE.doc
VERONICA LUEKEN-OUR LADY OF THE ROSES

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VERONICA_LUEKEN-OUR_LADY_OF_THE_ROSES.doc
WEEPING PICTURE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN AT SEHION RETREAT CENTRE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WEEPING_PICTURE_OF_THE_BLESSED_VIRGIN_AT_SEHION_RETREAT_CENTRE.doc
