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Ah, but how can a Christian be demonized? you ask.

First, let’s correct a common misunderstanding based on the translation of the Greek word “daimonizomai” as demon possessed, which implies total ownership. The word “daimonizomai” is better translated as “demonized,” meaning that a person has a demon or is under the influence or power of a demon, but is not owned by a demon. This is a bit like having a bug, a fit, and a spell, only far more serious. Obviously, in the case of a believer, the believer belongs to Jesus. Actually, all things belong to Jesus, but not everyone recognizes or acknowledges this, and certainly the Devil doesn’t. Hebrews 1:2 says that Jesus Christ is the appointed heir and lawful owner of all things (AMP). In the Old Testament, God most High is described as “Maker and Possessor of heaven and earth” (Genesis 14:19, 22) and God of the “spirits of all flesh” (Numbers 16:22; 27:16).
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Nevertheless, a believer can come under the influence of Satan. Peter, who was a church spokesman and leader, shared space with Satan. In fact, Jesus rebuked Peter straight to his face and said, “Get behind me, Satan!” indicating that Peter was inspired by Satan (Matthew 16:23). The only other time Jesus said, “Get behind me, Satan!” was when He was addressing Satan himself (Luke 4:8). Now if Peter could come under the influence of Satan, anyone of us can come under the influence of a subordinate of Satan, like a demon or fallen angel.

Why do we think demonization or deliverance is such a strange thing? At least one third of Christ’s ministry was dedicated to exorcism. Out of whom did Jesus cast demons? Jews who were in covenant relationship with God or Gentiles who were not? Jews! Jesus was called to the people of God first, to Israel, not to Gentiles who were pagans, heathens, and infidels. In fact, when a Canaanite woman from the pagan region of Tyre and Sidon begged Jesus to deliver her daughter from a tormenting spirit, Jesus said, “I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matthew 15:24). Only by her intense pleading and great faith did He relent and expel the demon out of her daughter. The order of priority was and remains God’s people first.
Jesus ministered first and foremost in synagogues and the temple at Jerusalem where the faithful gathered (John 18:20). The modern equivalent would be Jesus touring all the churches in America and catapulting demons out of congregation members, not just laity, but clergy, too. He would not go to covens and crack dens and strip clubs and drag queen shows and Vale Tudo (“anything goes”) cage fights or board meetings of bankers who make bad loans. He would go to churches. Deliverance begins at the house of God. Deliverance in synagogues was in fact a general practice for Jesus who “was preaching in their synagogues throughout all Galilee, and casting out demons” (Mark 1:39 NKJV).

Even in His outdoor ministry, Jesus ministered to Jews: after all, He traveled around Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria where the Jews lived. The first recorded instance of Gentiles seeking Jesus—aside from the Canaanite woman—is toward the end of His ministry during the Passover Feast, less than a week before His crucifixion. Some Greeks told Philip, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus” (John 12:21 NKJV). John made a point of announcing that even Greeks were now starting to seek Jesus: this suggests that the crowds that followed Jesus until that point were Jews, which means that Jesus was casting demons out of God’s people in the open, in public, not behind closed doors, and some of those deliverances were very dramatic.

One of the clearest examples of a believer receiving deliverance is the woman in a synagogue who was doubled over by a crippling spirit and could not stand upright or look up at all. Jesus called her “a daughter of Abraham.” This title, “daughter of Abraham,” indicates that she was the spiritual offspring of Abraham, a woman of faith, and that she was like Abraham—in covenant with the living God and a friend of God, one in whom God could confide. Jesus said, “Ought not this daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has bound these eighteen years—think of it!—be loosed from her infirmity on the Sabbath?” (Luke 13:16).

Another example of a believer receiving deliverance is Mary Magdalene out of whom Jesus cast “seven demons” (Mark 16:9). It is noteworthy that Jesus appeared first to Mary Magdalene after His resurrection and gave her the distinct honor of being the first to preach the gospel that Christ is risen from the dead and ascended to the right hand of God the Father (Mark 16:9-11). Perhaps Jesus bestowed this honor on Mary to offset any stigma associated with being demonized and any revulsion toward the deliverance ministry?

The fact is, deliverance is especially for the people of God. Jesus called the deliverance ministry “the children’s bread” (Matthew 15:26). The term “children’s bread” is significant. The word “children” indicates that the intended recipients are members of God’s household, especially dependent and vulnerable family members. The word “bread” indicates that deliverance is sustenance, a vital necessity, and a special right of life support for God’s people.

Conversely, the deliverance ministry is hazardous for anybody who is not in covenant relationship with God, who does not have the Holy Spirit, but is empty on the inside. Jesus taught specifically on this point. He said:

“When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry places, seeking rest, and finds none. Then he says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ And when he comes, he finds it empty and unoccupied, swept clean, and put in order. Then he goes and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter and dwell there; and the last state and condition of that man is worse than the first. So shall it also be with this wicked generation.” Matthew 12:43-45 NKJV/NIV.

This “wicked generation” refers to those who do not believe but are devoid of the Spirit of God. If an evil spirit vacates an unbeliever, it will return with reinforcements, and the devastation will be greater. So the deliverance ministry is not only futile, but dangerous for unbelievers, unless, of course, salvation immediately follows. If deliverance is unsuitable for unbelievers, that only leaves believers as suitable recipients.

But how can the Holy Spirit in a Christian share space with a demon? you ask.

For our sake, He does. This is the unfathomable love of God. You see, the Holy Spirit enters us to make us holy, not because we are holy. What condition are we in? Are we perfect? Or do we give place to the Devil at times? When we get saved, we are not instantly transformed into Christ-like nature, but only gradually as we continue to submit to His discipline (2 Corinthians 3:18). We still sin, and we still have to work out our own salvation with fear and trembling (Philippians 2:12). John says in his first epistle: “If we say we have no sin, we delude and lead ourselves astray, and the truth is not in us” (1 John 1:8 AMP). When the Holy Spirit shares space with sinners, He necessarily also shares space with the Devil because we share space with the Devil. However, the Holy Spirit abides in us to give us power over the Devil and to disturb the Devil and drive him out.

Sin attracts demons, and especially habitual sin and inherited generational iniquities (hereditary spiritual brokenness or crookedness). “Now sin, when it is full grown, brings forth death” (Romans 5:12; 6:16: James 1:15). Demons are like raptors, predatory birds that prey on the corrupt carnal nature. Revelation refers to demons as “unclean birds” (Rev. 18:2). Jesus alludes to this in Matthew 24, a passage about the end times. Jesus says, “Wherever the rotting carcass is, there the carrion vultures gather” (Matthew 24:28 NIV). Now let’s think about this: Jesus was speaking to desert dwellers who saw birds of prey all the time; this was not a newsworthy item unless, of course, He was talking about spiritual matters, not just natural matters. The carnal nature attracts demons the way rotting flesh attracts raptors. After all, Satan is the prince of the power of the air, and his agents and emissaries are aerial predators, too (Ephesians 2:2).

For some, deliverance from demons comes spontaneously and all at once at salvation. This is rare, I believe. For most, deliverance is progressive and must be pursued and contended for, even strenuously. In any case, deliverance is part of the sanctification of the believer, part of the process of being set apart for a redemptive purpose, and that redemptive purpose is usually the exact opposite of our bondage. We become freedom fighters in the domain of our former slavery. We take our former captors captive (Isaiah 14:2).
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Deliverance is arguably the greatest aspect of the redemptive work of the cross. Jesus said,

“As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:14-15 NKJV

Jesus was referring to a peculiar incident in the wilderness that prefigured His crucifixion (Numbers 21:4-8). Long story short, the Israelites got frustrated in the wilderness and slandered God and were bitten by fiery flying snakes for their back biting. The Lord provided an unusual antidote for the snake bites: He instructed Moses to build a bronze sculpture of a snake impaled on a stake and to lift it up so the Israelites could gaze steadily at it and be healed. The snake on a stake foreshadows Christ’s crucifixion and its impact on Satan. On the cross, Jesus identified with humanity, whose nature had gotten hopelessly intertwined with the serpent nature and had become deformed and subhuman (Isaiah 52:13). Jesus fastened the sin nature and the snake nature to the stake through His own body and took the judgment due to man for entangling himself with the Devil.

Of this redemptive work, Jesus said:

“Now the ruler (evil genius, prince) of this world shall be cast out (expelled). And I, if and when I am lifted up from the earth [on the cross], will draw and attract all men [Gentiles as well as Jews] to Myself.” John 12:31-32 AMP

Since Satan was cast out and expelled at the cross, so too were his agents and emissaries. But we have to enforce it. It does not come automatically. The deliverance ministry releases people from terrible torment, oppression, and desolation. Equally important, however, it frees the human personality from more subtle forms of enmeshment with the demonic that hinder the full expression of a person’s identity and fulfillment of life purpose.

If you feel frustrated in your identity and purpose, but are regularly submitting to the discipline of God and have done all that you know to do, consider the possibility of demonic interference and seek deliverance. To your freedom!

Can a Christian Cast out Demons?
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Absolutely, yes!

But didn’t the deliverance ministry end after the first century with the death of the apostles (or the disciples of the apostles)? you opine.

No. The deliverance ministry continues today, though it has been suppressed in western nations for a number of reasons:

(a rational, materialistic view of life that does not perceive, admit to, or deal with the spirit realm;

(spiritual indifference, complacency, and apathy of those who do not want to be discomfited or inconvenienced;

(fear or skepticism about the Devil and the personal nature of evil;

(pride and revulsion concerning demonization;

(the heretical doctrine of cessationism (that supernatural works ceased at the end of the first century).

Apart from the undeniable experience of Christians worldwide, here is the Biblical basis for its continuance:
Jesus’ intent always has been and always will be to reproduce Himself in His disciples and to reproduce His ministry through His disciples. In fact, the nickname Christian is a diminutive form of Christ that means little Christ. Christians are supposed to be like Christ, not just in character but also in works. Collectively, the gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—outline the ever-widening scope of the mission mandate from Jesus to us. First Jesus commissioned His twelve disciples to do what He did (eleven after Judas betrayed Jesus and committed suicide); then He commissioned seventy more disciples; then He commissioned all those they would reach through direct personal contact and by indirect transmission (through the grapevine); then He commissioned all believers down through the ages.

Twelve Disciples Commissioned
Here is Jesus’ charge to His twelve disciples:

And when He [Jesus] had called His twelve disciples to Him, He gave them power over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease. Matthew 10:1 NKJV

These twelve Jesus sent out and commanded them saying, “Do not go into the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter a city of the Samaritans. But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. Matthew 10:5-8 NKJV; see also Mark 3:14 and Luke 9:1

Seventy Disciples Commissioned + More Laborers
After delegating twelve disciples to represent Him and advance His ministry, Jesus delegated seventy more. Just like the twelve, the seventy were sent to preach the kingdom of God and to demonstrate it by curing illnesses and driving out demons. Jesus counted these seventy disciples as “few” relative to the needs of humanity, so He urged these disciples to pray for more laborers, in other words, to pray for an increase in the number of kingdom workers like themselves who would cure illnesses and drive out demons. We know from this that at the very least, in their generation and in their day, the number of disciples was supposed to multiply greatly to handle “the harvest”. Here is the full account in Luke:

Now after this the Lord chose and appointed seventy others and sent them out ahead of Him, two by two, into every town and place where He Himself was about to come (visit). And He said to them, The harvest indeed is abundant [there is much ripe grain], but the farmhands are few. Pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest. Go your way […]. Luke 10:1-3 AMP

Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name! Luke 10:17 AMP

And He said to them, I saw Satan fall like a lightning [flash] from heaven. Behold! I give you the authority and power to trample upon serpents and scorpions and [physical and mental strength and ability] over all the power that the enemy [possesses]; and nothing shall in any way harm you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are enrolled in heaven.” Luke 10:18-20 AMP

In that same hour He rejoiced and gloried in the Holy Spirit and said, I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have concealed these things [relating to salvation] from the wise and understanding and learned, and revealed them to babes (the childish, unskilled, and untaught). Yes, Father, for such was Your gracious will and choice and good pleasure. Luke 10:21 AMP

All things have been given over into My power by My father […]. Luke 10:22 AMP

Several important principles are embedded in this account of the expansion of the deliverance ministry. First, the reaction of the disciples and Jesus to the deliverance ministry is joy. The seventy were overjoyed that demons were subject to them in the name of Jesus—so thrilled, in fact, that they failed to mention anything else that the Lord did through them on that mission’s trip. This is a notable emphasis. Luke, who recorded the account, was a physician. As a physician, he could have been expected to have a professional bias for healings and creative miracles of the body; instead, he reports the impact of deliverances both in the disciples who exult and in Jesus who exults that such mighty things are revealed to “babes”. Their ecstatic, celebratory attitude is the right attitude to have about deliverance (as opposed to indifference, skepticism, fear, or disgust); a celebratory attitude promotes deliverance.

The second principle is the effect of earth on heaven: what is done on earth impacts what is done in heaven. While the disciples are busy casting out demons, Jesus observes Satan nosedive out of heaven. Given the context, it appears that advancing the kingdom of God on earth, and specifically through exorcism, dislodges Satan from his heavenly position of honor and power over a region and hurtles him down to the ground where he loses face and high ground. The passage suggests a correspondence between exorcism in a region and the destabilization and disempowerment of the kingdom of darkness in that region.

The third principle is the tremendous scope of authority that Jesus gives His disciples—an authority over all the power of the enemy, so complete that it crushes the enemy like a reptile underfoot, and so invincible that no harm whatever can befall the disciples in exercising that authority. These three principles—faith in Christ’s total authority over all the power of the Devil; celebration of that authority (reveling in the glory of God as expressed through exorcism); and action or demonstration of that authority—are the script for expanding the kingdom of God in a dramatic way.

All Disciples Commissioned: As Many as Believe in His Name
Continuing with the theme of the ever-expanding scope of Jesus’ ministry through us: After His resurrection and before His ascension to heaven, Jesus enlarges His mission mandate, extending the invitation of discipleship and accompanying signs of discipleship from the Jews only to the entire human race—to as many as would accept the invitation. Here is Mark’s account:
And He [Jesus] said to them [the eleven apostles], Go into all the world and preach and publish openly the good news (the Gospel) to every creature [of the whole human race]. He who believes [who adheres to and trusts in and relies on the Gospel and Him Whom it sets forth] and is baptized will be saved [from the penalty of eternal death]; but he who does not believe […] will be condemned. Mark 16:15-16 AMP

And these attesting signs will accompany those who believe: in My name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new languages; they will pick up serpents; and [even] if they drink anything deadly, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will get well. Mark 16:17-18 AMP

So then the Lord Jesus, after He had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. Mark 16:19 AMP

In Mark’s account, Jesus promises that attesting signs—such as expelling demons and exposing snakes—would follow those who believe. Such signs confirm the validity of the message and the messenger. They provide tangible evidence, proof positive that Jesus is real, that He is loving, and that His power is greater than the power of evil. The promise of signs was not just for the eleven disciples, but for those who would believe in Jesus because of their testimony.

Jesus does not qualify or restrict the promise of signs to His eleven disciples only. Rather, He gives an open-ended invitation and assurance of power over darkness to those who believe—in other words, to any and all believers, whoever they are and whenever and wherever they live. In fact, the promise of signs could not apply to the eleven disciples because they were already doing signs or supernatural works: the promise of signs had to apply to others besides them who were not yet doing supernatural works, for a promise points to a future event. The promise of signs points to those who will come after the eleven disciples—even us. Matthew describes the great commission and its implications even more clearly:

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had directed and made appointment with them. And when they saw Him, they fell down and worshipped Him; but some doubted. Matthew 28:16-17 AMP

Jesus approached and, breaking the silence, He said to them, All authority (all power of rule) in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Go then and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything whatsoever that I have commanded you, and behold, I am with you all the days (perpetually, uniformly, and on every occasion), to the [very] close and consummation of the age. Amen (so let it be). Matthew 28:18-20 AMP and KJV

Matthew’s account is even more specific and far reaching than Mark’s. First, Matthew reports that discipleship is for all nations. The word nations is derived from the Greek word ethnos, which means a multitude of individuals associated or living together: in the narrowest sense, a tribe or people group, and in the broadest sense, the whole human family.1 The Hebrew equivalent of ethnos in the Old Testament refers to foreign nations that do not worship the one true God, in other words, pagan or heathen nations. In the New Testament, the Apostle Paul uses the term for Gentile Christians, pagan converts to Christ. 

Since the whole human family is a social unit that spans many generations, it necessarily includes the posterity of those who were living during the first century, for the human population has grown exponentially since then, and Jesus intended to make disciples of the entire human race.

As far as Jesus is concerned, the authority and power over evil that He delegated to His eleven disciples is for all mankind, for as many as will receive Him from every people group in every time period. This goal of all people globally and historically is reinforced by Jesus’ promise that He will be with them perpetually and until the end of the age. To whom does “them” refer? It cannot refer to His eleven disciples, for they died nearly two millennia ago and the end of the age has not yet come. The promise that Jesus will be with His disciples perpetually refers to generation after generation of believers, and the promise that He will be with His disciples until the end of the age refers to believers living at the end of the age—to us!

Matthew’s account says that these believers are to observe everything whatsoever that Jesus commanded His eleven disciples. The word observe is derived from the Greek word tereo, which means to attend to carefully, take care of, guard, keep in the same state, reserve, hold fast.2 This means that Christ’s teaching is to be perpetuated exactly as He gave it to His eleven disciples: it is to be safeguarded and preserved against corruption or dilution, such as the cessationist heresy that supernatural works were only for first century believers and that God doesn’t do signs and wonders anymore. The phrase everything whatsoever (KJV) that modifies the word observe is all-inclusive: it is a compound of the Greek words “pas” and “hosos,” which means each thing and anything and everything individually and all things and the whole thing collectively to the greatest and farthest extent possible.3 In other words, not a single element or aspect of Christ’s teaching to His eleven disciples is to be omitted when teaching all nations. Whatever Christ taught them is exactly what all nations are to learn and practice. That includes casting out demons and picking up serpents.

Deliverance in the Old Testament: The Rod of God
What does it mean to pick up (AMP) or to take up serpents (NKJV)? The phrase—which does not refer to a carnival trick—is enigmatic unless one studies several related Biblical passages in conjunction. The serpent is a title of Satan, and by extension refers to all of Satan’s agents, including fallen angels and demons:

So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. Revelation 12:9 NKJV; see also Genesis 3

That serpent of old first appears in the garden of Eden to Adam and Eve, the parents of the whole human race. There he undermines their trust and confidence in God, their security in themselves, and sabotages their relationship with God. After the fall from union with God, Eve says of the serpent: “The serpent beguiled (cheated, outwitted, and deceived) me […]” (Genesis 3:1, 13 AMP).
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The phrase take up serpents indicates a role reversal in the long-term domination of the power of evil over man. The word-picture take up serpents suggests that the offspring of Adam and Eve—you and me—are not beguiled and cheated by the serpent, but handle the Devil and his agents in a way that incapacitates him or them. Since snakes are stealth predators that advance through full body contact with the ground under secrecy of cover, lifting them up off the ground necessarily exposes and disables them, blowing their cover and putting them in a vulnerable, even helpless, inoperative position. This general, intuitive meaning is illustrated by three major Biblical references to taking up serpents: Moses’ rod of God, which is a serpent morphed into a staff; Moses’ bronze sculpture of a serpent fastened to a stake; and Christ on the cross. All three passages pertain to the serpent nature overtaking God’s people and God rescuing them from the serpent nature and its evil effects.

In Exodus 2, the Lord animates Moses’ walking stick, which is a type of ruler’s staff or king’s scepter. The Lord morphs Moses’ walking stick into a snake; He directs Moses to snatch the snake by the tail; and then He morphs it back into a staff. With this authenticating sign, Moses is to impress himself and God’s people that he is on assignment from God and backed by God’s power. The sign signifies that Moses rules on God’s behalf, that he is sent to judge the serpent power of the oppressor, and that in the hands of Moses, the serpent is an instrument of God’s glory and triumph over evil. By grabbing the serpent’s tail and lifting it in the air and wielding it like a weapon, Moses demonstrates control over the enemy: he shows that he can handle snakes, but they can’t handle him (see Exodus 3:9-12; 4:1-5, 17).

The Amplified translation of this passage identifies the serpent as “the symbol of royal and divine power on Pharaoh’s crown” (Ex 4:3). Since the serpent also represents Satan, the source of political and religious power in ancient Egypt was Satan. More specifically, the politico-religious power came from satanic agents—fallen angels or demons—operating through the Egyptian pantheon. How do we know that the worship of pagan gods is in fact demon worship? Various scriptures make the connection. Here are a couple examples, one from the Old Testament and one from the New:

They provoked Him to jealousy with foreign gods, with strange gods, with abominations they provoked Him to anger. They sacrificed to demons, not to God—to gods whom they knew not, to new gods lately come up, new arrivals […]. Deuteronomy 32:16-17 AMP/NKJV

[…] what the pagans sacrifice they offer [in effect] to demons (to evil spiritual powers) and not to God [at all]. 1 Corinthians 10:10 AMP

Worship of false gods is demon worship, whether or not the worshippers realize it as such. The Egyptians worshipped a host of creature-gods that were fronts for demons. The power derived from creature worship or creation worship is best summed up as the power of the snake or Satan. This is an occult power that subjugates, degrades, abuses, exploits, and destroys. But in the hands of Moses, the power of the snake is rendered useless. 

In fact, the snake does Moses’ bidding and is converted into an instrument of justice much like a judge’s gavel. With the rod of God—a rigidified snake that has lost its function—Moses judges Egyptian rule, the gods of Egypt, and ultimately the power of Satan: “[…] against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment [proving their helplessness]. I am the Lord” (Exodus 12:12 NKJV).

The judgments reveal the Lord as:

God over creation—over every creature and every natural sphere of influence;

God of justice, One who judges and punishes evil and who avenges and vindicates the oppressed: “The LORD executes righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed. He made known His ways to Moses, His acts to the children of Israel” (Psalms 103:6-7 NKJV); and

God Who shares His rule with those who submit to His rule.

Deliverance in the New Testament: The Finger of God
Pharaoh’s administrative assistants, the Egyptian magician-priests, gave a nice assessment of the rod of God: “This is the finger of God,” they said (Exodus 8:19 NKJV). Their admission was significant. Against their own interest and reputation at Pharaoh’s court, they conceded that the power Moses represented was (and is) superior and that his God was (and is) greater.

Fast forward another 1,300 years, and Jesus refreshes this statement, re-contextualizing it and applying it to the deliverance ministry: “But if I cast out demons with the finger of God, then surely the kingdom of God has come upon you” (Luke 11:20 NKJV; italics mine). With this simple phrase, finger of God, Jesus recalls the entire Exodus story, the humiliation of false gods, the punitive judgments against wickedness, and ultimately, the overthrow of satanic rule. 
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The finger of God is verbal shorthand for the miraculous release of an entire nation. Yet here Jesus applies the phrase to an individual who is set free of a demon; in this way, He draws an analogy between Old and New Testament forms of deliverance.

Just as Moses delivered God’s people collectively from an external oppressor and oppressive circumstances with an outstretched staff, so now Jesus delivers God’s people individually from an internal oppressor and an oppressed state of being with a point of the finger. Whereas in Moses’ day, God’s people were forcibly ousted from enemy territory, now in Jesus’ day, the enemy is forcibly ousted from God’s territory. No longer are God’s people displaced and dispossessed; rather, the enemy is displaced and dispossessed, for Jesus has come to take back domain in and through people.

For whoever rules in and through people, rules in the land. For man is a walking plot of real estate, and to him God has given dominion over the earth, to fill and subdue it (see Genesis 2:7; Genesis 1:28). Although Adam and Eve turned over their dominion right to Satan, we regain it in Christ. When man is freed from satanic influence, he has true dominion as God intended it. God will ensure that Satan has no place—no foothold or stronghold—either in heaven above, which is God’s throne, or on earth beneath, which is His footstool (Matthew 5:34-35). He will do this through the finger of God, which is the New Testament equivalent of the rod of God.

This finger of God is our finger, for we are the body of Christ! (1 Corinthians 12:27) As we do our part—cast out demons—people will be drawn to Jesus:

“And I, if and when I am lifted up from the earth [on the cross], will draw and attract all men [Gentiles as well as Jews] to Myself.” John 12:32 AMP

Taking up serpents is lifting up Jesus! Casting out demons enforces the work of the cross against Satan and gives Jesus the reward for His suffering: “He shall see His [spiritual] offspring […]. He shall see the [the fruit] of the travail of His soul and be satisfied” (Isa 53:10-11 AMP). His reward is to set people free: to proclaim liberty to captives and release to prisoners of darkness and of dungeons (Isaiah 61:1).

Deliverance expels the enemy within. When the enemy leaves, nothing belonging to that enemy remains in a person, so Satan has no claim against that person and no power over that person with respect to that enemy. Deliverance puts a person in the same state of freedom and right standing that Jesus has:

“The prince (evil genius, ruler) […] has no claim on Me. [He has nothing in common with Me; there is nothing in Me that belongs to him, and he has no power over Me].” John 14:30 AMP

A person who has nothing to do with the devil—nothing in common with him and nothing belonging to him—becomes a considerable threat, and especially when he or she points the finger at Satan.

Do Not Forbid Deliverance
The only qualification for casting out demons is faith in Jesus. Of course, faith in Jesus implies discipleship, and discipleship implies discipline, a progressively more righteous way of living. Yet Jesus has no problem with seemingly unauthorized individuals other than His appointed disciples carrying on His ministry of casting out demons:

Now John answered and said, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in Your name, and we forbade him because he does not follow with us.”

But Jesus said to him, “Do not forbid him, for he who is not against us is on our side.” Luke 9:49-50 NKJV

The word him in the New King James translation is added for clarity, but Jesus’ original statement is “Do not forbid,” which could mean, “Do not forbid casting out demons,” and/or “Do not forbid that man and others like him to cast out demons.” It probably means both. The Apostle Paul, who never met Jesus during His earthly ministry, is a model for what Christians should aspire to in deliverance:

Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, so that even handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and evil spirits went out of them. Acts 19:11-12 NKJV

Let that sink in. If handkerchiefs and aprons are suitable instruments for casting out demons, we are no less. Those handkerchiefs and aprons were worn by a godly man, but we are clothed with an even godlier man, the God-man Jesus Christ (Galatians 3:27).

To raise the standard even higher, where it ought to be, Jesus declared that His disciples would surpass Him in greatness of supernatural works:

“I assure you, most solemnly I tell you, if anyone steadfastly believes in Me, he will himself be able to do the things that I do; and he will do even greater things than these because I go to the Father.” John 14:12 AMP
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Jesus was not just addressing His twelve disciples here. If so, He would have used language more appropriate and natural to the social context and said, “If you all steadfastly believe in Me, then you all will be able to do greater things than I do.” Instead, He looked at His twelve disciples and said, “If anyone steadfastly believes in Me, he will do greater works.” The wording is unusual and significant; it refers to more people than those actually present. Consider this: If I look at you and say, “You will do greater works than I do”—it is clear that I am addressing you and only you. But if I look at you and say, “Anyone will do greater works than I do”—then I am including others besides you who are not present. Jesus places no restriction on who anyone might be: there is no time or place restriction; no gender, age, ethnicity, nationality, class or education restriction; in fact, no restriction along any human parameters, including personal past (that what you once did and what you once were before you believed in Him). Ultimately, the mission mandate is for us since Jesus passed it from His original twelve disciples to seventy more disciples, to “more laborers,” and finally to “all nations”.

The Importance of the Deliverance Ministry
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Demons were not just a menace in a bygone era; they are a menace today and will be until Christ’s return. Since “darkness shall cover the earth, and dense darkness the people,” we can expect a lot of demonic activity (Isaiah 60:2 AMP). 
At the end of the age, when judgments fall, many will be worshipping demons: “But the rest of mankind who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, that they should not worship demons […]” (Revelation 9:20 NKJV). The threat of demons is not just a pagan problem, but touches those affiliated with the faith: “Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons […]” (1 Timothy 4:1 NKJV). Jesus also warns His disciples (not pagans) against deception. He says:
“Take heed that no one deceives you.” Matthew 24:4 NKJV

“Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.” Matthew 24:11 NKJV

“For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.” Matthew 24:24 NKJV

Paul warns that dual fellowship with Christ and demons is a possibility for God’s people:

“[…] the things which the Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice to demons and not to God, and I do not want you to have fellowship with demons. You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the Lord’s Table and of the table of demons.” 1 Corinthians 10:20-21 NKJV
Paul would not have warned Christians at Corinth if he did not think there was some danger of them delving into dual communion with Christ and demons. Since Paul’s letters circulated to all the churches (and since the Roman empire was very pagan), he must have thought all the churches were at risk. In the tradition of Paul, this website is dedicated to exposing one kind of dual fellowship (yoga as dual communion with Christ and Hindu spirits); however, there are many kinds of syncretism ignorantly practiced by Christians. Where there has been dual fellowship or communion, deliverance by the finger of God is needed.

The subject of demonology and deliverance is a major one. My purpose is not to write exhaustively on this subject, but only to give a synopsis for those who need an orientation or refresher. For further treatment on the subject, I recommend They Shall Expel Demons: What You Need to Know about Demons—Your Invisible Enemies, by the late Derek Prince, a brilliant, redeemed intellectual (former Cambridge University professor) and Bible expositor who jump-started restoration of the deliverance ministry in the 1970s. The book is an excellent primer from a trustworthy source.4 I also recommend Defeating Dark Angels: Breaking Demonic Oppression in the Believer’s Life, by Dr. Charles Kraft, who was academic advisor at Fuller Theological Seminary and spiritual mentor to the man who was instrumental in my deliverance, Gary Hixson.5 Finally, I recommend Free in Christ: Your Complete Handbook on the Ministry of Deliverance, by Pablo Bottari.6
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