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Courageous stand of the Daughters of St. Paul against Scientology in Italy
http://clericalwhispers.blogspot.in/2010/01/courageous-stand-of-daughters-of-st.html
January 5, 2010

The Daughters of St. Paul in Italy are taking a courageous stand against the Church of Scientology.

Their publishing house recently issued the second of two books by Italian Catholic Maria Pia Gardini, who is a former Scientologist.

The publishing house has just published a second book by her exposing abuses within the Church of Scientology.

The Church of Scientology in Italy has announced it has instigated legal proceedings for libel against Gardini and those who have assisted her.

In bringing this lawsuit the Church of Scientology and its leader David Miscavige risk the enmity of millions of Catholics around the world, particularly since the organization forces all women, both married and unmarried, working for their elite Sea Org management organization to abort their unborn children.

In 2007 The Daughters of St. Paul's publishing house Edizioni Paoline (Paoline Publications) published I miei anni in Scientology (My years in Scientology) and in the first week of December 2009 released Il coraggio di parlare - storie di fuoriusciti da Scientology (The Courage To Speak Out - Stories of Ex-Scientologists),

The books have been widely reviewed in Italy. Numerous Italian-language reviews with the links to pdf files may be found at the links to the two books cited above.

Both books are co-authored by Italian Catholic journalist Alberto Laggia and Italian Catholic Maria Pia Gardini. Gardini is a former adherent of Scientology and member of its Sea Org elite, who run everything in Scientology and its front groups under the leadership of David Miscavige. She returned to full practice of Catholicism after leaving.

My Years in Scientology recounts Gardini's own experiences. The Courage to Speak Out contains the stories of fourteen ex-Scientologists including three from the US.

Both books are replete with accounts of horrendous abuses, including Maria Pia Gardini's having been defrauded of over a million dollars.

In September the National Church of Scientology in Italy sent a formal warning (Atto di diffida, approximately equivalent to a Cease and Desist letter) to Paoline saying that it had engaged in libelous attacks. The warning was signed by a lawyer for Scientology and the head of Scientology in Italy and was also sent to Maria Pia Gardini.

Laggia has written frequently on cults and Scientology for La Famiglia Cristiana (The Christian Family), a weekly magazine produced by the Daughters of St. Paul. It is widely read by Italian Catholics. More than one million copies are distributed every Sunday to parishes and churches throughout Italy.

In the US, the Daughters of St. Paul maintain a publishing house and fourteen bookstores known as Pauline Books and Media. It is not to be confused with the Paulist Press run by the Paulist Fathers, founded in the mid-nineteenth century by the remarkable Fr. Isaac Hecker, a convert to Catholicism.

In response to the release of The Courage to Speak Out, the Church of Scientology issued a press release by Scientology spokesman Luigi Brambani.

It announced that the Church of Scientology has instructed its lawyers to begin legal proceedings for libel against Maria Pia Gardini.

Tellingly, it did not explicitly mention Paoline as the September warning had, nor did it mention co-author Laggia. It did, however, mention that the legal action was not only against her but also "whomever assisted her with activities that the Church considers detrimental to its image." This means, at the very least, Paoline and Laggia, and perhaps the fourteen ex-Scientologists whose stories are recounted as well.

Perhaps not so coincidentally, the warning bears the date of the Feast of the Triumph of the Holy Cross (September 14). The press release announcing legal proceedings for libel was issued on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception (December 8). These are major feast days of the Church.

Luciano Scalettari is another journalist who writes frequently on cults alongside of Alberto Laggia at La Famiglia Cristiana. In his review of The Courage to Speak Out in the December 6, 2009 issue of the periodical, many years (and lots of money) thrown away, he writes:

It is a lucid and disturbing account of the stories of former Scientologists. You begin to realize, page after page, not only the courage it took to make the stories public, but the much greater courage required to leave because, as Alberto Laggia notes, "Deciding to go public with the story of one's involvement in Scientology is painful, but it is yet more difficult to give up an experience as totalistic and pervasive as that of adhering to Hubbard's church and to overcome extremely intense psychological pressure. In reality, as Maria Pia Gardini confessed to me, 'When you withdraw from a cult like Scientology, your legs carry you out, but your head is still inside'."

Paoline is unfazed by Scientology's threats and is quite prepared to stand its ground.

In an interview with Gianni Leone, editor of the Italian language online magazine Mondo Raro based in the UK, a Paoline spokesman said,

We live in a free country and a publisher has the obligation to be as accurate and as steadfast as possible, because it is not a crime to report the facts when they exist and can be documented.

and

The issues which are dear to our hearts and about which we have and will continue to take a stand are peace, justice, dialogue among different religions and cultures, more from the viewpoint of what unites rather than from what divides them. In this time marked by fear and distrust of others, these are uncomfortable but urgent issues.

David Miscavige is the iron-fisted leader of Scientology world-wide and was recently exposed by the St. Petersburg Times in Florida in their three-part investigative series, The Truth Rundown, as a frequent assaulter of his executives and other employees.

The St. Petersburg Times has also recently published an editorial, Scientology Investigation Overdue, in which it called for government investigation of Scientology's tax-exempt status and alleged violations of labor laws.

Journalist Jonny Jacobsen, a former Agence France-Presse journalist, has filled out the picture of abuses within the Miscavige regime at Infinite Complacency - Violence and Abuse in Scientology with his detailed reporting on the recent Paris convictions of Scientology for organized fraud.

He has just published insightful analyses of the letters from ex-Scientologists tabled by Australian Senator Nick Xenophon in support of his motion for an investigation into Scientology's tax exemption in a stirring speech he delivered in the Australian Senate on November 17, 2009.

The accounts describe horrendous abuses of coerced abortion, cover-up of rape, suicide, false imprisonment, degrading humiliation and punishment among others.

Senator Xenophon's motion will be voted on when the Australian Parliament reconvenes in February 2010.

In contrast to Italy where Catholic journalists Alberto Laggia and Luciano Scalletari write frequently on Scientology and other cults and the threat they pose to society and Catholic families, there are very few English-language Catholic journalists who do more than comment without much depth only on stories that are major news events like Scientology's conviction in Paris for organized fraud and the defection of Oscar-winning director Paul Haggis which both occurred in October of 2009.

Nearly alone among US Catholic journalists, Randy Sly at Catholic Online has dug in deep and written much on Scientology, filing ten stories since June of 2009.

It is not at all clear so far whether Miscavige will follow through on the legal proceedings for libel he has instructed Scientology in Italy to make. He risks making enemies of tens of millions of Catholics around the world.

The Daughters of St. Paul are not a religious order that happens to have a publishing house and bookstores, of which they maintain forty-seven in Italy, fifteen in in the US and Canada, three in Australia, and many more around the world.

The order was founded by an Italian priest, Fr. James Alberione (1884 - 1971) with the explicit mission of using mass media and social communications for Catholic education and evangelization.

Fr. Alberione is a remarkable figure. He very early on recognized the importance of mass media and social communications for the Catholic Church in the 20th century. He founded the Society of St. Paul, a religious order for men, on the very day that World War I broke out in 1915.

The Daughters of St. Paul were founded the following year. Fr. Alberione also founded eight other religious orders and secular institutes which together constitute the ten members of the world-wide Pauline Family.

A figure of remarkable insight into the needs of the time and boundless entrepreneurial energy, Fr. Alberione was revered in Italy.

Pope Paul VI rushed to his bedside an hour before he died in 1971. Pope John Paul II declared him Venerable in 1996 and beatified him in 2003. He is thus known among Catholics as Blessed James Alberione. The cause for his canonization as an official saint of the Catholic Church is continuing.

Part of the mission of the Daughters of St. Paul's is to provide resources to Catholics on the dangers cults pose for Catholic families, since eighteen to twenty-four-year olds are target victims of cults such as Scientology. Thus Pauline bookstores all over the world carry titles addressing these issues.

This is the first time, however, that a Catholic publishing house has published books criticizing Scientology. It is a notable achievement. One hopes Catholic publishing firms in English-speaking countries will have the courage to do likewise.

An important source of guidance on these matters is "The Vatican Report: Sects or New Religious Movements - A Pastoral Challenge."
NEW AGE-THE WORKING GROUP ON NEW RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS IN THE VATICAN AUGUST 2011
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_AGE-THE_WORKING_GROUP_ON_NEW_RELIGIOUS_MOVEMENTS_IN_THE_VATICAN.doc 

NEW RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS AND NEW AGE-ROME PROCEEDS "A STEP FURTHER" 17 MAY 2013 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_RELIGIOUS_MOVEMENTS_AND_NEW_AGE-ROME_PROCEEDS_A_STEP_FURTHER.doc
No fewer than four Vatican departments were involved in producing the report which was based on surveys from Catholic bishops around the world.

The Report examines the reasons young people get involved in cults and suggests ways that bishops might respond in their responsibility to educate and support families and individuals who have been involved with cults or affected by them.

Scientology ought to be of great concern to Catholics.

Foremost among its abuses are coerced abortions in the Sea Org. Every pregnant woman, married or not, is forced to have an abortion, often with physical and verbal abuse. Astra Woodcraft, one of the founders of Ex-Scientology Kids, in the video Scientology's Coerced Sea Org abortions recounts the abuse she experienced and has witnessed. Her story is among those included in The Courage to Speak Out.

Catholic bishops routinely speak out forcefully on abortion. It is a dereliction of duty to fail to denounce coerced abortions in the Church of Scientology.

No other organization in the world coerces women into abortion as a matter of policy except the government of China. The government of China at least allows a woman one child. Scientology's Sea Org allows her none.

Catholic families around the world are at risk for losing their children and loved ones to cults of which Scientology is the most dangerous.

The number of celebrity Scientologists who come from Catholic families is striking: Fox News commentator Greta Van Susteren, musician Chick Corea, opera singer Julia Migenes, deceased Mexican actor Eduardo Palomo, Venezuelan actress Ruddy Rodriguez, and Hollywood stars John Travolta, Tom Cruise, and Katie Holmes.

Nicole Kidman was a reluctant Scientologist during her marriage to Cruise, and has since returned to the practice of Catholicism. Even the leader of Scientology, David Miscavige was raised Catholic.

Two of the Americans whose stories Laggia and Gardini recount are also from Catholic backgrounds: outspoken critic Tory Christman and Lawrence Brennan, author of the important The Miscavige Legal Statements: A Study in Perjury, Lies and Misdirection.

Scientology's tax-exempt status in the US rests upon legal representations made by Miscavige on his role and control of Scientology organizations.

Miscavige has undoubtedly made similar statements supporting Scientology's tax exemption in Australia and New Zealand. Inquiry into whether he perjured himself to tax authorities in those countries is an important consideration in the investigation called for by Senator Xenophon.

Two other important ex-Scientologists who have returned to the practice of Christianity are from Catholic families.

Bonnie Woods is the founder of Escape, an organization in England that ministers to families and friends whose loved ones are involved in Scientology. She has recently published Deceived: One woman's stand against Scientology (also available for free download at the Escape website).

Woods was the target of a vicious campaign against her by Scientology. After six years of arduous litigation she won her lawsuit for libel against them. Woods was magnificently supported by Christian ministers and laypeople and has been a member of Anglican, Methodist, Evangelical, and Pentecostal congregations.

Nancy Many has returned to the practice of Catholicism. Her new book My Billion Year Contract contains a chapter entitled "Catholics and Other Organized Religions". Many was driven to a complete mental breakdown after weeks of brutal interrogation by Scientology staffers and executives.

Scientology falsely claims one can be a Catholic and a Scientologist at the same time. Accounts of former Scientologists tell us that as one advances in Scientology training "alternative practices" such as Catholicism must be abjured.

Staff and Sea Org members from Christian backgrounds have been punished for praying and reading the Bible and even for speaking positively of religious books.

While Catholic hierarchy statements on Scientology are very few, we can cite Cardinal Ersilio Tonini's interview in 1998 and that of Papal Nuncio to Hungary Archbishop Karl-Josef Rauber in 2001.

In an interview with Corriere della Sera Cardinal Tonini said:

I know Scientology. I have seen young people sucked in by a mechanism in which they lost their freedom. Thinking is distorted, and personality is first deconstructed and then reshuffled. A complete break from one's family is an indispensable step in this deconstruction. Scientology is a serious danger.

This quotation appears on the back cover of The Courage To Speak Out.

In an interview with the Hungarian television channel Duma, Archbishop Rauber referred to Scientology as a business and a totalitarian organization:

The entire organization and its operation is a totalitarian one. They are talking about freedom, but they are actively preventing it; they destroy the moral and social identities of their followers. The end goal of Scientology is not a religious, but rather a business one, in my opinion.

In February of this year, the Primate of Canada, Cardinal Marc Ouellet of Québec addressed the issue of Scientology on two occasions eight days apart.

In an interview with Québec's Le Soleil he said of Scientology, "It is not a church." He also questioned the criteria upon which Québec's provincial tax authorities decide what is a religious organization worthy of tax exemption.

A week later at his annual press lunch he said he was aware of what was going on in Canada and other countries and of Scientology's legal actions and lawsuits for libel against its critics.

The Daughters of St. Paul are to be commended for their courage in standing up to the Scientology juggernaut and its lawfare. They are being completely faithful to their vocation as Christians to bear the suffering of the Cross in fidelity to the charism of their founder Fr. James Alberione and their model St. Paul who wrote in his Letter to the Romans (Romans 8: 37 - 38):

I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

December 2009 brings us to the half way point in the Pauline Year marking the 2000th anniversary of the birth of St. Paul which will close on June 29, 2010, the feast of his martyrdom.

To commemorate the occasion the Daughters of St. Paul in London have published much-beloved art commentator Sister Wendy Beckett's Sister Wendy Contemplates St. Paul in Art.

Blessed James Alberione well knew that he and the Daughters of St. Paul would encounter opposition in their mission to make the Gospel known through mass media communications that are the hallmark of our era.

The international scope of the Daughters of St. Paul and the rest of the Pauline Family reminds us that the threat Scientology and other cults pose to Catholic families is not confined to Italy.

Catholics are being snared into Scientology throughout the English-speaking world not only in the US and Canada, but in Great Britain and Ireland, and Australia and New Zealand.

One former Scientologist described leaving the cult as "a death without a funeral". Helping those who have been thus brutalized, traumatized, and victimized is part of the Catholic Church's mission to the world in fidelity to the words of Jesus who said, "What you have done for the least of these you have done for me."

The victims of Scientology are most assuredly the least of Jesus' brothers and sisters, whose plight is ignored by Catholics, who say, "Thank God it's not me" when they should be saying, "There but for the grace of God go I. How can we help?"

While the Church in Australia and New Zealand have been dead silent even in the face of the call by an Australian Senator in Parliament for investigation, Ireland has been well served by Dialogue Ireland.

Dialogue Ireland grew out of the pastoral work of two Catholic priests, Fr. Martin Tierney, and Fr. Louis Hughes, a Dominican, whom the Archbishop of Dublin appointed to set up a committee to provide information to Catholics about New Religious Movements and to aid those victimized by them.

Fr. Martin Tierney has written and spoken out repeatedly against the damage done by Scientology and other cults. This remarkable man has been severely stricken with cancer, and needs the prayers of Catholics everywhere.

To provide a broader ecumenical scope, the Catholic Church joined with the Presbyterian Church to establish Dialogue Ireland. It is now directed by the indefatigable Mennonite Mike Garde. He appears frequently on the radio and is proud to be a member of Anonymous, the remarkable world-wide student-lead anti-Scientology movement which unexpectedly roared out of obscure corners of the Internet in January 2008 and now operates in more than 130 cities in over 30 countries.

Irish former Scientologist and Sea Org executive John Duignan turned to Mike Garde for help in making his daring escape from Scientology in 2006. Pursued by Scientology intelligence agents he was forced to adopt disguises and find safe houses.

Duignan has set down his experiences in his page-turner published in 2008, The Complex: An Insider Exposes the Covert World of Scientology. The book is available in Ireland and the US.

Scientology prevented distribution of The Complex in the UK with threats of lawsuits for libel, exactly the same tactic it is using in Italy against Maria Pia Gardini, Alberto Laggia, and the Daughters of St. Paul.

There is no Catholic initiative in Australia analogous to Dialogue Ireland. Nor has any Catholic media voice, let alone a bishop or cardinal, made any comment on Senator Xenophon's stunning call for investigation of the cult.

For millions of Australian Catholics Ireland is a cultural and spiritual homeland. Irish Catholics founded the Church in Australia and have provided its leadership for over 200 years.

In November 2009 the St. Petersburg Times published an editorial, Scientology Investigation Overdue, calling for investigation of the cult's tax exempt status in the US saying, "As former staffers lift the veil of secrecy that for years has obscured the inner workings of the Church of Scientology, a new mystery emerges: Why are government authorities looking the other way?"

Indeed with the Daughters of St. Paul being attacked in Italy for publishing books necessary for the education of Catholic families to protect their children against the horrendous abuses such as those described by the former Scientologists whose letters Senator Xenophon tabled in November, one can just as well ask "Why are Catholic bishops, particularly in Australia, looking the other way?"

The Daughters of St. Paul have shown courage of St. Paul and the Blessed James Alberione. Catholics in Australia need to follow their example. Catholic laity need to call and write their bishops, and bishops in turn need to find the courage to speak out and put an end to Scientology's abuses.

The Gospel demands nothing less.

Church of Scientology on trial in France
http://www.cathnews.com/article.aspx?aeid=13988
May 27, 2009 
The director of the Scientology Celebrity Centre in Paris, Alain Rosenberg, and five other French Scientology leaders have gone on trial in Paris on charges of organised fraud that could lead to the banning of the organisation.
The court is hearing a complaint from two women, one of whom alleges she was manipulated into handing over 20,000 euros ($28,000) for costly Scientology products, such as an "electrometer" to measure mental energy, Yahoo News reports.

She says she was approached in a Paris street by a Scientologist in late 1998 who was sold a series of life-improvement courses, vitamins and other products that she could ill afford, landing her in debt.
The second complainant alleges she was forced by her Scientologist employer to undergo testing and enrol in courses in 1998. When she resisted, she was fired.
The plaintiffs' lawyers argue that Scientology resorts to harassment and pressure to rein in victims who show signs of vulnerability.
The Scientology Celebrity Centre in Paris, its director Alain Rosenberg and five other top officials are accused of preying on fragile followers "with the goal of seizing their fortune by exerting a psychological hold." The group's spokeswoman in France rejected the accusations, insisting that Scientology was a legitimate religion whose members faced persecution.
Some of the Scientologists are also charged with illegally supplying pharmaceutical products after plaintiffs said they were given vitamins and concoctions to improve their mental state. 

FULL STORY @ Church of Scientology on trial in France (Yahoo News) LINKS Scientology (Wikipedia)
Editorial: Why the spotlight on Scientology?
http://www.catholic.org/news/national/story.php?id=35407
By Randy Sly, Washington, December 2, 2010

Our focus on the Church of Scientology did not come by pulling an arbitrary name out of a hat; they are, frankly, in the news.
Regular readers of Catholic Online will have noticed that the Church of Scientology has been in our cross-hairs several times this past year. Personally, I have written a dozen articles on the subject. 
Our focus on Scientology did not come by pulling an arbitrary name out of a hat at an editorial meeting, nor did it come because any of us are ex-Scientologists. 
They are, frankly, in the news. Whether it´s the renunciation of affiliation by a celebrity member, conviction of fraud by the French courts, harassment of defectors or depositions regarding forced abortions that have shown up on the web, the spotlight has been turned on. 
These are not isolated occurrences. The activities of this group, founded by Science Fiction writer L. Ron Hubbard, have increasingly been in the headlines in recent years regarding a variety of issues. 
Scientology is not new news. Major newspapers and news networks have, from time to time, covered stories regarding problems with organization. Books have been written both for and against dianetics and Scientology. Most of the world had heard about it but few really understood it. 
In June 2009, however, the St. Petersburg Times wrote an extensive three-part series on Scientology that brought a number of issues concerning beliefs, practices and the actions of the group with respect to its members or former members. 
The spotlight, at that point, grew brighter. The world of Scientology, which before had been primarily the focus of expatriates and groups like Anonymous, were now being brought into the mainstream of attention. 
While Catholic Online was one of the few Catholic voices to cover Scientology, a hard-hitting article appeared this week in America Magazine´s online edition, entitled "Scientology at the Dock." 
In this piece, Father John Coleman, S.J., who served as a Professor of Social Values at Loyola Marymount University, Los Angeles until last year, took a careful look at the organization and its recent track record. Fr. Coleman´s concerns mirrored those of Catholic Online, when he stated, "Recent allegations about Scientology rely less on the organization´s belief system... The recent attacks on Scientology focus mainly on its behaviors." 
"I suspect with so much smoke," Coleman writes, "somewhere there must be a real fire. While the organization hates the term, it is a totalitarian ´cult.’ It just may also be criminal." 
As Catholics, there is no doubt that we take issue with the system of belief embraced by the Church of Scientology. No amount of good works can offset the fact that the group proposes doctrines that are irreconcilable with Christianity. From a Catholic perspective, they are not a legitimate religion. 
Catholics certainly must respect individuals who are involved with scientology because we respect the dignity of every human person. However, the teaching of the Organization is a different matter. In addition, allegations concerning their practices and treatment of members are certainly appropriate to examine if human dignity is allegedly disregarded and human freedom is not respected. 
I was recently offered an invitation to visit a Scientology Church in Washington, D.C.. Whatever I might find during such a visit could never alter the fact that the truth claims found within the teaching of Christianity and the claims of Scientology cannot be somehow glossed over. We can never simply "agree to disagree" concerning the claims of our Christian faith and the claims of Scientology. 


However, Scientology does now claim to be a religion. They are most certainly not a Christian religion or community so the use of the word ecumenism in reference to any relationship between us is inappropriate. Perhaps, such a dialogue might be viewed as "interreligious dialogue"? 
As Pope Benedict XVI, then Cardinal Ratzinger, wrote in "Dominus Iesus" concerning "interreligious dialogue." 
Inter-religious dialogue, therefore, as part of her evangelizing mission, is just one of the actions of the Church in her mission ad gentes. ("to the nations") Equality, which is a presupposition of inter-religious dialogue, refers to the equal personal dignity of the parties in dialogue, not to doctrinal content, nor even less to the position of Jesus Christ — who is God himself made man — in relation to the founders of the other religions. 
Catholic Online is, by intention, a Catholic news organization. We are compelled to explore and explain the belief systems of such groups as well as underscore the areas where they depart from orthodox Christian faith as revealed in Sacred Scripture and Tradition and taught by the Magisterium of the Catholic Church. 
While Scientology states that there is room for Christianity in its world, as faithful followers of our Lord Jesus Christ, there is no room for Scientology in ours. Should you read the materials on the Scientology website and learn more about their world, it becomes quite clear that each adherent will come to a point where they must answer the question, "Choose this day whom you will serve." 
According to one source, 28 percent of Scientologists, including Tom Cruise, were former Catholics. Somewhere, those who left to become a part of Hubbard´s new reality had lost sight of the grace and power of the Gospel in transforming and rebuilding lives. We don´t want this to continue to happen. 
We are called to inform our readers about the actual beliefs of incompatible religions, inspire them to maintain faithfulness to the Truth found in Jesus Christ and His Church, and ignite them to fulfill her mission of evangelization and transformation. Inform, inspire, ignite is more than just a tagline for Catholic Online. 
Again, quoting from "Dominus Iesus," 
It must therefore be firmly believed as a truth of Catholic faith that the universal salvific will of the One and Triune God is offered and accomplished once for all in the mystery of the incarnation, death, and resurrection of the Son of God. 
Above all else, it must be firmly believed that "the Church, a pilgrim now on earth, is necessary for salvation: the one Christ is the mediator and the way of salvation; he is present to us in his body which is the Church. 
One person who left Scientology and returned to her Catholic roots is Maria Pia Gardini, who wrote a book about her journey. Allegedly, threats of a lawsuit were made by the Church of Scientology in Italy against the author and the book´s publisher, the Daughters of St. Paul. 
The story was covered by a large number of news organizations, Catholic Online included. When asked about the lawsuit this week, Tommy Davis, spokesman for the Church of Scientology, told us that such a lawsuit never existed. 
So, in addition to belief, our concerns about Scientology involve behavior. Some have stated in the comments section that, as Catholics, we should address our own bad behavior as Catholic Christians. We have and we will. Furthermore, that does not preclude us from looking at others. 
Scientology´s actions have not been the focus of only one news organization. They have been questioned by many. Again, it isn´t even one issue that has been called into question; there seems to be a growing number of issues on many fronts that keep making the headlines. 
We don´t see this stopping. Books are being written by ex-Scientologists describing their experiences during and after, private albeit revealing communications from within Scientology are being published on the net along with YouTube videos that continue to cast a shadow on Scientology´s mettle. 
In November 2009, Senator Nick Xenophon, a member of the Australian Parliament, entered a motion calling for a criminal investigation of Scientology in Australia. In December 2009, a young man is murdered and Scientology is a part of the story. 
Haiti is just the latest. The Georgia Senate passed a resolution on February 8 singling out the work of Volunteer Ministers in Haiti. Yet others, some of whom were on the ground in Haiti, are painting a very different picture. 
Our Haiti story yielded a response from the Church of Scientology. From the comments on the response story as well as postings on other websites, concerns about the work of the Volunteer Ministers continue to exist. They are not disputing that some good hard labor was contributed, but continuing to bring up questions of medical personnel left behind, contributions actually being made, etc. 
Each day Google, Bing, or any other search engine you want to use, will dish out new stories, accusations and accounts concerning the actions of Scientology. Some may be untrue or exaggerated. Given the nature of the web, this is almost a given. As Fr. Coleman stated in his piece, however, "I suspect with so much smoke somewhere there must be a real fire." 
We will continue to report on behavior as well as belief. There are legitimate concerns. We will also give opportunity for Scientology to respond, should they so desire. We also know there will be cross-examination, either by us or others. 
The final disposition regarding the issue of belief is firm and fixed. The final disposition on behavior matters ultimately rests in the courts and governments of the world. Our call, at Catholic Online, is to remain in the world of inform, inspire, ignite.  

Randy Sly is the Associate Editor of Catholic Online. He is a former Archbishop of the Charismatic Episcopal Church who laid aside that ministry to enter into the full communion of the Catholic Church in 2006. His reporting on the Church of Scientology has received global attention as the group´s activities come under increasing scrutiny.
Scientology Is a Gnostic Cult
http://catholicexchange.com/scientology-is-a-gnostic-cult
November 10, 2005

Q: Has anyone written articles on Scientology so that I may share the Gnostic or New Age errors regarding its teachings with my children?
A: For more information on the New Age movement in general, please see our Faith Fact The New Age Movement.
The following is an overview of the basic beliefs of Scientology. Founded by the late L. Ron Hubbard in the 1954, the Church of Scientology is by definition a cult, both regarding its religious beliefs and its behaviors and practices, especially those involving the coercion and isolation of members. Scientology is also anti-Christian in both its beliefs and its practices.

Scientology is based upon L. Ron Hubbard’s controversial book Dianetics: The Modern Science of Mental Health. During his life, Hubbard led his “new religion” as its founder, prophet, and sole authority. Scientology basically promotes a form of Gnosticism, that salvation comes not through the saving actions of Jesus Christ but through the possession of special knowledge alone. Hubbard’s type of Gnosticism also includes reincarnation. Scientology claims that human beings are, in actuality, “thetans,” gods who have forgotten their god-like state. In the mind of each thetan are implanted “engrams,” which are negative thoughts from past lives that cause irrational or compulsive behavior. The explicit goal of Scientology is to “clear” these engrams from the body so that knowledge of this god-like state can be attained.

The Catholic Church has always taught that we are, by nature, God’s creation and not gods in our own right. The thetan idea has no basis in Scripture, Tradition, or other historical evidence. The First Commandment, “You shall have no other gods before me” (Ex.19:3), prohibits idolatry, including self-worship. Man, as a creation of God, is forbidden to worship himself as another god. Christianity also excludes past lives and reincarnation, as St. Paul writes: “It is appointed for men to die once, and after that comes judgment…” (10:27, cf. Mt. 25:31-46).

Scientology, while maintaining a front of religious tolerance, disavows Christ and teaches its members that Christ is one of many engrams (negative thoughts) that must be dealt with in order to “clear our consciousness.” Former Scientologists have claimed that cult-like tactics such as isolation from loved ones were common practices. In its May 6, 1991, issue, Time magazine presented an extensive cover story on how Scientologists have exercised power over and extorted money from many of its members. Because the Church of Scientology remains closed to outsiders, all of the claims made against it cannot be proven “beyond a doubt.” Nevertheless, as noted, there is substantial evidence convicting the organization of moral wrongdoing. Programs promoted by Scientology — which appear from the outside like some of the countless self-help, feel-good programs — are misleading on the surface, gradually incorporating belief in reincarnation and planting doubt regarding the credibility of the Bible and Christianity in general.

You might want to access the Time article at your local public or university library. You may also access other helpful articles on Scientology by using your local library’s Reader’s Guide to Periodical Literature.

And finally, (Catholic Answers) provided a good primer on Gnosticism in the “Catholic Quick Questions” section of their This Rock magazine (June 1993 issue):

“What is Gnosticism?
“Gnosticism, which gets its name from the Greek word gnosis (“knowledge”) was a religious movement beginning, possibly, before the time of Christ and extending into the first few centuries of the Christian era. Gnostics viewed themselves as ‘those who know.’ Their heretical teachings varied from group to group and can’t be pinned down with specificity, but common gnostic beliefs included these:

“Although Christ appeared to be human, his humanity was merely an illusion.

“Christ appeared to die, but did not really die. The Crucifixion was really a crucifiction.

“Christ was not truly God, the second Person of the Trinity. He was merely a created being who was the lowest of the aeons, a group of semi-divine beings between God and man. Each lower aeon was given power by a higher aeon. Christ, the aeon furthest removed from God, created the world because God was too pure to dirty himself with matter.

“Matter is evil, so one can do anything one wants with one’s body, including killing it to release the soul from its imprisonment.

“The God of the Old Testament is evil, as evidenced by the fact that he created the material universe. He is not the same as the God of the New Testament, who is the God of Love, as Jesus and his apostles taught (1 Jn. 4:8, 16).

“People are saved by acquiring secret knowledge (gnosis), which is imparted only to the initiated. Gnosticism was similar in some ways to the modern New Age movement. Like New Agers, gnostics used Christian terminology and symbols, but placed them in an alien religious context that gutted the essential teachings of Christ. It’s unclear when Gnosticism began. Many Church Fathers thought Gnosticism was founded by Simon Magus, the Samaritan sorcerer who converted to Christianity (Acts 8:9-24). Some contemporary scholars think Gnosticism started a few centuries before Christianity and then invaded it from the outside through the conversion to Christianity of Jewish and Gentile gnostics. Other scholars believe Gnosticism started as a Christian heresy.

“It seems clear, though, that the apostles themselves had to contend with a form of Gnosticism (Col. 2:8, 18, 1 Jn. 4:1-3, Rev. 2:6, 15). Paul said, ‘Avoid profane babbling and the absurdities of so-called knowledge [gnosis]. By professing it some people have deviated from the faith’ (1 Tim. 6:20-21).”
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