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Does a priest have to offer Holy Mass daily?
Is it a requirement of all priests to say Mass daily, whether in private or in assembly, on vacation, or their days off?
http://www.catholic.com/quickquestions/is-it-a-requirement-of-all-priests-to-say-mass-daily-whether-in-private-or-in-assembl 
Q: Is it a requirement of all priests to say (or concelebrate) Mass daily, whether in private or in assembly, on vacation, or their days off?

A: There is no requirement that a priest celebrate Mass every day. But one would hope he would want to. There is no greater privilege on earth. –Fr. Vincent Serpa O.P.
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Does a priest have to offer Mass daily?

http://catholicstraightanswers.com/does-a-priest-have-to-offer-mass-daily/
The simple answer to this question is, “No, a priest does not have to offer Mass each day.”  
However, such a simple answer would be misleading since a priest, who is ordained to offer the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, ought to do so each day.
The Code of Canon Law (#276) in the section entitled “The Obligations and Rights of Clerics” states the following: “In leading their lives, clerics are especially bound to pursue holiness because they are consecrated to God by a new title in the reception of orders as dispensers of God’s mysteries in the service of His people. In order for them to pursue this perfection …they are to nourish their spiritual life from the two-fold table of Sacred Scripture and the Eucharist; priests are therefore earnestly invited to offer the sacrifice of the Eucharist daily…”

A priest generally fulfills this invitation by celebrating the Mass individually or concelebrating with other priests with the faithful present. However, even if a priest is alone, even without the aid of a server, he may still offer the Mass: In his “Holy Thursday Letter” addressed to all of the priests of the Church in 1999, Pope John Paul II taught, “In the Eucharist, the priest personally draws near to the inexhaustible mystery of Christ and of His prayer to the Father. He can immerse himself daily in the mystery of redemption and grace by celebrating Holy Mass, which retains its meaning and value even when, for a just reason, it is offered without the participation of the faithful, yet always for the faithful and for the whole world” (#6).  There are numerous stories of priests imprisoned and isolated in Nazi and Communist prison camps who found strength, comfort, and renewed identity in offering by themselves– alone but united with their Savior and the Church– the Holy Mass.

The priest ought to accept the invitation to offer the Holy Mass each day because of who he is. As a minister of word and sacrament and as one who acts in the person of Christ, the identity of the priest becomes most clear in the offering of the Mass, the source and summit of our Catholic spiritual life. The Mass is a memorial, but in the biblical sense, in that it makes present the event itself. Therefore, the Mass entails both memory and presence. Through the Mass, one not only recalls the saving event of the Last Supper, the passion, death, and resurrection, one enters into the ever-present, ever-living reality of that saving event. For the priest, he enters into the very mystery of his priesthood.
When the priest offers the Mass, he invokes and calls down in the epiclesis the Holy Spirit who makes present anew the saving event on the altar. Here the priest extends his hands over the bread and wine and says, “Let your Spirit come upon these gifts to make them holy, so that they may become for us the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Pope John Paul II taught, “The priest truly acts in persona Christi. What Christ accomplished on the altar of the cross and what earlier still He had instituted as a sacrament in the Upper Room, the priest now renews by the power of the Holy Spirit. At this moment the priest is as it were embraced by the power of the Holy Spirit, and the words which he utters have the same efficacy as those spoken by Christ at the Last Supper” (Gift and Mystery, p. 77). When the priest pronounces the words of consecration, the bread and wine become truly, really, and substantially Christ’s own body and blood, and they represent in a sacramental, unbloody manner the bloody propitiatory sacrifice offered by Him on the cross to His Father for the salvation of the world.

Note that for the most part, the Eucharistic prayers are said in the first person plural– asking for God’s forgiveness, praising and thanking God, and imploring God’s blessing. When the priest comes to the words of consecration– Jesus’s own words– he pronounces them in the first person singular, and shifts from the past tense and into the present tense.  If the priest kept the past tense and some sort of indirect discourse, he would simply be remembering what Jesus did rather than what Jesus is doing.  Christ, therefore, is the principle actor, and the priest speaks and acts in the person of Christ to make His sacrifice present in a new way.

The priest acting in the person of Christ is thus a minister of the Word of God, a minister of Sacraments, and a steward of the mystery of faith. When we reflect on the office of priest acting in persona Christi, we as a Church step back with a reverential awe. However, any priest must tremble.

Therefore, while the priest is not officially obligated to offer the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass each day and Canon Law simply “invites” him to do so, the priest ought to want to offer the Mass for in so doing he finds his identity, purpose, and strength as priest.

Do priests have to say Mass every day?
http://catholicexchange.com/do-priests-have-to-say-mass-every-day
http://canonlawmadeeasy.com/2009/01/08/do-priests-have-to-say-mass-every-day/ 

By Cathy Caridi, JCL, January 8, 2009
Q1: My husband and I watched a movie about medieval knights recently, and in it there were some monks who all went to their chapel in the middle of the night to pray and sing together. Is that still done in the Church anywhere today? —Alicia
Q2: We have a retired priest living in our parish rectory with the pastor. There’s one Mass scheduled per day during the week. They take turns saying it. I asked the parish secretary what time the other priest says Mass, if he doesn’t say the scheduled one. She looked surprised and said that they don’t say Mass unless it’s on the schedule. Can that be right? Aren’t priests required to say Mass every day?  —Julie

A: At first glance, these questions may not appear to be related in any way. Yet they both refer to duties and obligations incumbent upon Catholic clergy, and so it is appropriate to look at them together.

The monks in the movie that Alicia mentions were undoubtedly praying the Liturgy of the Hours (also referred to traditionally as praying the Office). From time immemorial, clergy have prayed a series of established prayers at set times throughout the day and night. Some of the prayers change daily, while others are fixed and said every single day. Note that in this way it is rather like the Mass, which has some parts that are always unchanging, while others vary depending on the liturgical season and the day of the year. Praying the Liturgy of the Hours is still done today, for as canon 1173 notes, the Church in this way praises God without ceasing, in fulfillment of the priestly office of Christ. The Liturgy of the Hours is considered the public prayer of the Church (cf. Vatican II’s Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy Sacrosanctum Concilium, 90).

Many readers may be at least vaguely familiar with the names for some of these Hours, such as Matins, Lauds, and Vespers.  They are called “Hours,” not because these prayers necessarily last for one full hour, but because they are prescribed to be said at set hours of each day (c. 1175). In monasteries, as far as possible these prayers are indeed said at the specified times — which requires the monks to wake up during the night and enter the church to pray the night Hours in common. The penance involved in such a daily practice, especially in the cold of winter, should be obvious to all!

All priests, and all deacons who are studying to become priests, are required to pray the Liturgy of the Hours every day (c. 276.2 n. 3). This can be time-consuming; so permanent deacons, who ordinarily have families and secular jobs during the work-week, may in certain countries be required to say daily only a part of it. Additionally, members of religious communities, whether they are clerics or not, are likewise obliged to pray the Liturgy of the Hours, although their own particular law may allow for some variations (c. 1174.1). This means that all sisters, cloistered nuns, and brothers are also required to pray the Liturgy of the Hours, regardless of whether they live enclosed in monasteries like the one in Alicia’s movie, or engage in teaching, nursing, or other apostolates out in the secular world.

As members of the clergy, our parish priests are all bound by this obligation. Their very busy schedules may not seem to leave them much time to pray in private, but they are nevertheless required to pray their Office daily. While they do not have to rise in the middle of the night, so as to pray each Hour at exactly the right time, they are expected to pray the entire Liturgy of the Hours during the course of each day (with some exceptions that allow for the fulfillment of their regular parish duties). Probably most of us at some point have seen parish priests sitting in church reading from their big, thick, black-bound prayer book; this book (called a Breviary) contains the Liturgy of the Hours. 
Busy priests can frequently be seen praying from their Breviary while sitting in the confessional, waiting for penitents; in the parish office, in between appointments; or even while waiting in the doctor’s office or at a bus-stop. In fact, any spare moment of their day can be — and often is — snatched by our parish clergy to pray a part of the Liturgy of the Hours!

Obviously, unexpected events arise that may make a priest unable to complete all the Hours by the end of the day. Illness, or the need to rush to the bedside of a dying parishioner, may leave Father without enough time to finish his Breviary on a given day. But apart from these truly unplanned, unforeseen events, the obligation to pray the daily Office still holds for every Catholic priest. Rest assured that the Holy Father himself, who surely is busier than even the busiest pastor, does not fail to pray the Liturgy of the Hours daily!

So it’s clear that our priests are required by law to pray the Liturgy of the Hours daily-but are they obliged to say Mass every day as well? On the face of it, that would certainly seem logical! Let’s now look at the canon law pertaining to Julie’s question.

Canon 904 states that since, in the mystery of the Eucharistic Sacrifice, the work of redemption is continually being carried out, priests are to celebrate it frequently. In fact, the canon adds that daily celebration of the Mass is earnestly recommended — but it specifically avoids requiring priests to say Mass every day.

In other words, the code obliges priests to pray their Breviary every day, but does not oblige them to say daily Mass. What is going on here?

The primary reason for this is not legal, but theological. A priest should, if he can, avoid celebrating Mass if he is in a state of grave sin. Until he has the opportunity to make a sacramental confession, such a priest may very well wish not to say Mass, if possible. This avoidance would thus stem not from a lack of devotion, but on the contrary, from a consciousness of personal guilt and a respect for the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. While he might wish to go to confession immediately, a missionary priest, or one who is assigned to a very rural area, may find it difficult to find another priest to hear his confession right away.

If the code required every priest to say Mass daily, a priest in such a situation would find himself in a moral dilemma. He could either obey the law and offer Mass in a state of grave sin; or he could violate the law out of deference to the Eucharist. In such a situation, canon law would then be in direct conflict with sound sacramental theology. Obviously this is untenable — which is why the code refrains from imposing the absolute obligation of saying daily Mass on every priest across the board.

All of which is not to suggest, of course, that the priests at Julie’s parish must be in a state of grave sin on the days when they do not celebrate Mass! But without knowing the specific facts of their individual situations, it is at least safe to say that they are not violating the law.

In fact, if there are frequent funerals and/or weddings at Julie’s parish, the priest who does not say the scheduled daily Mass is probably saying a funeral or wedding Mass on at least some days of the week. Perhaps he’s also saying Mass sometimes at the local Catholic elementary school, the hospital, or even at another parish that is short-staffed.

Or it’s possible that he may be saying Mass privately, without the parish secretary even being aware of it. Canon 906 notes that a priest should not celebrate Mass without the participation of at least one other person; but it also makes an exception if the priest has a good and reasonable cause for offering the Mass alone. If a parish priest is not scheduled to say a particular Mass at his parish at a publicized time, he may very well end up saying his Mass with no one else present, if he says it at an hour when nobody else happens to be in the church. The mere fact that no one else is present does not prevent a priest from offering the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.

As we have seen on so many occasions in this space before, canon law is in complete synch with Catholic theology. Everyone, including somebody in a state of grave sin, is welcome to pray, and in fact should do so. This is why the Church has no qualms about requiring all her clergy to pray the Liturgy of the Hours every single day. But unless it is absolutely necessary for the good of the souls entrusted to his care, a priest offering the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass daily without previously confessing all serious sins is quite another matter. What may at first appear to be a laxity in the law is actually in complete accord with our Catholic faith.
Must a Priest say Mass Every Day?
http://www.scross.co.za/2015/03/must-a-priest-say-mass-every-day/ 

By Michael Shackleton, March 24, 2015 
Q: Is a priest obliged to celebrate Mass every day of the week? I believe there is a limit to the number of Masses a priest may celebrate on Sundays. If so, what is it? -N. Pietersen
A: Let’s first refer to the importance of the Mass. Expressed very simply: Christ paid the price of all sin by sacrificing his life to the Father in order to save humanity from everlasting ruin.
In the Mass, the same sacrifice is liturgically commemorated when Christ, together with his Church, exercises his priestly office in the celebration of the Eucharist.

“The whole Church, the Body of Christ, prays and offers herself ‘through him, with him, in him’, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to God the Father” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1553).

When a priest offers Mass, it is never his own private prayer. He acts in the name of Christ and at the same time in the name of all the members of the Church. His priesthood is not for his own spiritual advancement but for service of others.
Aware of this great duty and privilege, priests offer the Mass daily. But they are not obliged to do so.
Canon 904 of the Code of Canon Law, noting that the mystery of the eucharistic sacrifice is continually being carried out, urges priests to celebrate “frequently” but also says that “daily celebration is earnestly recommended, because, even if it should not be possible to have the faithful present, it is an action of Christ and of the Church in the carrying out of which priests fulfil their principal role”.

Canon 905 makes the general rule that a priest should not celebrate more than once a day. Of course, in busy parishes a priest may find that he has to offer the regular daily Mass and maybe a funeral or nuptial Mass as well.

The same canon, citing pastoral necessity, allows priests to celebrate two or even three Masses on a Sunday. Due to the scarcity of priests, many of them occasionally cannot avoid exceeding this limit.

Celebrating more than one Mass on a Sunday can be heavy for priests, particularly the elderly and infirm. Aside from also having to preach, the celebrant may hear confessions and attend parish gatherings. Bishops will take note of the health of their clergy and endeavour to lighten the load whenever possible.

If a priest does find it difficult to cope with too many Sunday Masses he can always consider the possibility of reducing their number. He should carefully make a distinction between Masses that are for the convenience of churchgoers and those that he is physically able to handle.

Are priests obliged to say Mass Every Day? 

http://www.vocationnetwork.org/blog/questions_catholics_ask/2015/09/are_priests_obliged_to_say_mass_every_day 

By Alice L. Camille, September 1, 2015 
Older churches still include side chapels and altars in various locations throughout the building, mute witnesses to a time when private masses were celebrated by multiple priests. Most parishes don't have the luxury of multiple priests these days. But the question remains: was there ever a time in church history when a priest was obliged to offer a daily mass, and is it true today?
The 1985 Code of Canon Law provides us with current normative church practice in such matters. Canon is Greek for "rule", but the rules it supplies don't generally pertain to faith and morals and therefore are subject to change. For example, since the 11th century, priests have been restricted in the number of masses they can celebrate daily. This is to limit the number of mass stipends a priest might collect, curtailing certain abuses. Today a priest may accept only one stipend per day and is not permitted to celebrate more than one Eucharist daily (Can. 905) —except under conditions elaborated elsewhere in the law (as with a nuptial mass). On Sundays and holy days a priest may celebrate twice or more if a shortage of priests makes it necessary. I've been in a lot of parishes where one priest and three-plus weekend masses is standard practice.

In Canon 904, priests are "earnestly" urged to celebrate mass frequently, even daily. But this is a "recommendation," and there is no mandate to do so. Also, Canon 906 states that "Except for a just and reasonable cause, a priest is not to celebrate the eucharistic sacrifice without the participation of at least some member of the faithful." Those private side altars where Father might "say his mass" are no longer deemed normative.

It's interesting to note that the 1917 Code of Canon Law offered strikingly different recommendations: that a priest say mass only "several times a year," although he was still obliged to attend mass on Sundays and holy days like every other member of the faithful. This practice reflected a time when vocations to the priesthood crowded the field of presiders. These varying prescriptions indicate that, historically, the obligation to celebrate mass has been determined more by the needs of the community than a perceived mandate for the priest himself.

Books: Surprised by Canon Law - Pete Vere, Michael Trueman (Cincinnati, OH: Servant Books, 2005. Priesthood: A History of the Ordained Ministry of the Catholic Church - Kenan Osborne (Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 2003) Scripture: Heb. 9:1-28
Stipends and Mass Obligation

http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/stipends-and-mass-obligation 
Rome, September 3, 2013

Answered by Legionary of Christ Father Edward McNamara, professor of liturgy and dean of theology at the Regina Apostolorum university.
Q: Does an ordained priest have the duty and responsibility to say Mass only on Sundays and on the days of obligation? What about the weekdays when he does not get an intention from faithful — does he have any obligation or is it optional (Canon 904)? Does he have to say daily Mass so as to help his bishop fulfill the bishop's Mass intentions which he has requested and received from other countries? In my diocese we work in mission churches where we get two or three Mass intentions for a month. The other days we apply for the bishop's intention, for which he receives money to support his diocese. In this context I base my question. —P.D., Orissa state, India
A: There are two separate questions involved here. One involves a priest's obligation to say Mass, the other regards the rules for the distribution of stipends.

Although many Catholics are unaware of it, strictly speaking, a priest has no obligation to say Mass at all. With respect to Mass, the priest has the same obligation as every other Catholic to attend Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation.
This fact does not make saying Mass a mere question of option or personal choice. Canon 904 of canon law, mentioned by our reader, actually recommends priests to celebrate daily. To wit:

"Remembering always that in the mystery of the eucharistic sacrifice the work of redemption is exercised continually, priests are to celebrate frequently; indeed, daily celebration is recommended earnestly since, even if the faithful cannot be present, it is the act of Christ and the Church in which priests fulfill their principal function."
Therefore the Church highly favors priests to celebrate daily, because the Mass is his greatest privilege and the highest thing he can do. Even if no one else is present and there is no specific intention, the Mass glorifies God, intercedes for the living and the dead, increases the Church's holiness and is the primary source of the priest's spiritual growth.

Some priests do have a certain obligation to say Mass in virtue of their office as pastors. Some also acquire an obligation to say, or have said, a weekly Mass for the intention of the souls entrusted to their care. Once more, the obligation derives not from the priesthood itself but from the office for which they have been appointed and the obligations they freely assume on accepting this office.

The question of stipends is somewhat more complex. This is governed by canons 945-958.

"Canon 945 §1. In accord with the approved practice of the Church, any priest celebrating or concelebrating is permitted to receive an offering to apply the Mass for a specific intention.

"§2. It is recommended earnestly to priests that they celebrate Mass for the intention of the Christian faithful, especially the needy, even if they have not received an offering.

"Canon 946. The Christian faithful who give an offering to apply the Mass for their intention contribute to the good of the Church and by that offering share its concern to support its ministers and works.

"Canon 947. Any appearance of trafficking or trading is to be excluded entirely from the offering for Masses."

In order to avoid the appearance of trafficking or trading, there are rules governing such aspects as the obligation of celebrating even if an offering has been lost and limiting the number of intentions per day.

With respect to how to act when more intentions than can be celebrated in a year are received in a parish or shrine, the following laws are observed:

"Canon 954. If in certain churches or oratories more Masses are asked to be celebrated than can be celebrated there, it is permitted for them to be celebrated elsewhere unless the donors have expressly indicated a contrary intention.

"Canon 955 §1. A person who intends to entrust to others the celebration of Masses to be applied is to entrust their celebration as soon as possible to priests acceptable to him, provided that he is certain that they are above suspicion.

"He must transfer the entire offering received unless it is certain that the excess over the sum fixed in the diocese was given for him personally. He is also obliged to see to the celebration of the Masses until he learns that the obligation has been accepted and the offering received ….

"Canon 957. The duty and right of exercising vigilance that Mass obligations are fulfilled belong to the local ordinary in churches of secular clergy and to the superiors in churches of religious institutes or societies of apostolic life."

In the case mentioned by our correspondent in India, it would appear that excess Mass intentions requested outside of the country are transferred to the diocese to be celebrated in a mission diocese.

This is a fairly common practice, and those who do so make these transfers with the specific intention of helping to support the Church's missionary efforts. They are aware that differences in exchange rates make relatively small European and American donations go a long way in other countries.

According to Canon 945.1, the stipend attached to a priest's daily Mass intention is for the diocesan priest's personal use. In some places all offerings are received by the diocese, parish or religious community in lieu of a salary or other retribution equal or higher than the totality of Mass offerings. Authoritative canonists consider this a legitimate practice provided that it is voluntary.

In most Western countries the established stipend for Masses is such that it would never amount to more than a small fraction of a priest's sustenance.

In the case at hand, however, even a $10 stipend (the stipulated amount in many U.S. dioceses) could far exceed average daily income in a poor area and give the wrong impression. Likewise, those transferring Mass intentions usually intend to aid the missionary work in general and not the priest's personal income.

In this context it is probably legitimate for the bishop to retain for diocesan projects a part of stipends received from other countries, especially if he has actively sought this form of help. However, in virtue of Canon 945.1, it would be proper for him to transfer to the priest at least the amount corresponding to the established local stipend unless, as mentioned above, a voluntarily alternative is already established.

It would also be feasible for the bishop to transfer the whole stipend to the parish and determine how much the priest retains for personal use while transferring the rest for parish projects.

This is, of course, merely a technical consideration. In truth it must be recognized that most priests working in missionary diocese show little concern for their personal comfort and a great deal for the spiritual and human welfare of their flocks.

Finally, with respect to the first part of the question: A priest would not be obliged to say Mass just to fulfill the intentions requested by the bishop. If the priest does request an intention, however, he acquires an obligation of justice to celebrate Mass for that intention.

In doing so, not only does he glorify God by celebrating Mass, but also helps the missionary effort of the whole diocese to make progress.

See also
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