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                                                                            Esoterism
Esoterism – What exactly is it?
•
The word comes from the Greek and means "Inner, inward…".
•
Originally it was used to talk about secret lore, concerning spiritual, extrasensory things, which cannot be understood by sheer logic alone.
•
From the 19th century onward, esoteric ideas were published openly and gained wide publicity in the western world in the wake of the New Age Movement.
•
Today esoteric ideas and practices are present in the everyday life of many, without being recognised as such.
Is Esoterism a Religion?
•
No, esoterism is no religion, but rather a collective term for many trends, all of which - in a certain way - have to do with issues falling within a spiritual, religious or world view spectrum.
•
A typical sign for the esoteric environment is a mixture of religious concepts coming from diverse historical (and modern) times and cultures.
What are the basic assumptions of the esoteric world?
•
The universe itself is said to be eternal and divine. It is described as an impersonal divine energy or power – often words or concepts coming from the Far East are used for such energy (Chi, Qi, Prana…).
•           All that exists is said to be an effluence of a condensed divine energy. Even gods, angels, spirits are all an expressions of this energy.
•
Everything within the universe is said to be connected via this energy through a network of similarities and analogies. Man himself is a part of this divine energy. In the final analysis each human being is his or her own God.
•
The well-being of each individual and of the cosmos as such depends on this harmony of energies
•
On a spiritual way of self-perfection, man is meant to raise his energies until he experiences a merging of his innate energies with the higher vibrations – the divine energy.
•
Spirits and angels, fairies, pixies, elves and elemental beings surround man and can help him.
•
Each human being is totally responsible for him- or her- self, for his or her fortune or suffering, for sickness and health. Wrong thinking leads to ill health and misfortune. Positive, correct thinking leads to a successful life.

•
Man does not live just once in this world, but returns again and again in many reincarnations while continually further developing and perfecting himself.

•
All religions are the same, there is no absolute truth. Each man or woman should chose for themselves what suits him or her most. At need, religious ideas can also be changed and combined or mixed at will.
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Nowadays, many offers from this esoteric world are not only found in esoteric shops, but in many other locations as well, whether in bookstores, drug stores or in health food stores.
Where do you find esoteric items in everyday life?
Today esoteric ideas can be found in virtually all areas within our society. In many diverse practices, concepts, and symbols, and through the practice of combining diverse religions the basic tenets of the esoteric world are spread widely. We find esoteric ideas within the health sector, within education, within lifestyles, partnerships, management, etc. 
Part of this are practices and concepts like: Feng Shui,  Bach Flower Therapy, Reiki, Qi-Gong, Tai Chi, Astrology, Pendelling, Kinesiology, Precious Stones  Therapy, Yoga, Prana Healing and many more.
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Starting with alternative therapies, all the way to witchcraft - the spectrum of offers displayed in esoteric shops is widely encompassing / The Pa-Kua with the Yin Yang / The Chinese character or letter for the universal cosmic power Chi

The Esoteric World and Christianity – do they go together?
The Christian Faith differs fundamentally from the concepts and beliefs of the esoteric world view.
•
A Christian believes in a personal God. God is a You, somebody to whom one can speak.
•
God has created the whole universe, yet He Himself is above the universe.
•
Each human being is a unique image of God. Life is given to each individual human being by God Himself.
•
"Life force" is no power originating from nature but a gift given to everyone at every moment of existence by the Creator Himself.
•
The final goal of man is the eternal dialogue of love with God and with all other human beings.
•
The original cause for suffering comes from the damaged relationship between man and God, and between man and man (sin).
•
Salvation is being granted by God and consists of grace alone. It means the repaired relationship and friendship between God and man.
•
Life in this world is unique; it will not come a second time. The Christian hopes for the resurrection of the body and eternal life in the community of saints.
•
The baptised has basically reached his goal. He or she no longer has to search for a way of redemption, because he or she has arrived at his or her salvation. During the course of his or her earthly life however, he or she will try to get to know Christ, the Redeemer better, and to love him more.
•
There is an absolute truth, and this truth can be recognised. There is no way to the Father apart from Christ. 

Christian Faith and esoteric thinking are incompatible on central issues.

Why have esoteric ideas also spread among Christians?
It is seldom that the esoteric world view is taught openly. Above all it is indirectly disseminated in diverse everyday   practices and concepts. Over time, such  practices will suggest the kind of thinking, which in reality they are built upon. Through the multitude of offers, which can be found in today’s society all coming from this background, an atmosphere and a basic general feeling has permeated our society, whose pull has touched many, without their  having noticed this fact. Thus the esoteric ideas have subtly spread and today are strongly influencing many people. Many have accepted esoteric ideas within their worldview without having recognised them as such.
What can be done?
Since the confusion is great among Christians, the faithful should:
•
not go along with fashionable ideas concerning diverse world views, but should critically examine new developments;
•
unmask irrational ideas helped by their logic;
•
discover anew and more deeply the precious treasure of their Christian faith;
•
strengthen their Christian identity;
•
courageously demonstrate a Christian profile and openly witness their faith;
•
develop understanding for those who are seeking and to offer them answers based on their own Christian faith.
•
encounter the living God each day anew through a sincere practice of their faith, by daily receiving the grace of the sacraments and by nourishing themselves with the word of God.
More than 1500 years ago, St Augustine – when confronted with the challenge of people, who thought differently – wrote the following:
"Much of what belongs to the Christian faith, is carefully observed, understood more clearly and  proclaimed more impressively, when it is questioned by the clever unrest of the heretics and  when it has to be defended against them, so that the questions raised by them become the cause for an increase in learning." (De civitate Dei, XVI, 2)

Other writings on the subject:
Baer, Randall N., Inside the New Age Nightmare, Louisiana 1989
Benkovic Johnette S., The New Age Counterfeit, Milford 1995
Pacwa Mitch SJ, Catholics and the New Age, Michigan 1992
Reck William, An Overview of the New Age Movement, Milford 1995
On the subject of New Age, there is an informative document issued by the Church:
"Jesus Christ, the bearer of the waters of life". Considerations on New Age from a Christian viewpoint. Rome
2003. This document can be downloaded via the following internet address: 
http://www.vatican.va/roman_ curia/pontifical_councils/interelg/documents/rc_pc_in- terelg_doc_20030203_new-age_en.html 
Author: 
Fr. Dr. Clemens Pilar COp, Gebrüder Lang Gasse 7, A - 1150 Wien, Austria. Tel./fax:0043-(0)1/893 43 12

Email: clemenspilar@gmx.at Web: http://nazaret.juengergemeinschaft.at END
Fr. Clemens Pilar is a Catholic priest. Ordained in 1989, he is a member of the Kalasantiner Community*.
Born in Vienna, Austria, where he now conducts his pastoral ministry and his crusade to expose New Age and "healing" using Alternative or Complementary Medicines, he was encouraged in this direction by the Archdiocese of Vienna and has been dealing with the subject "Esotericism and New Age" since 1987.

He is the author of "Esoteric Practices and Christian Faith - An Aid to Discernment", 2003, [127 pages], first published in 2001 in German under the title "Esoterik und christlicher Glaube – Hilfen zur Unterscheidung".
I have quoted from the above-referred book in eight of my articles/reports so far.
I have now received Fr. Clemens Pilar’s permission** to reproduce on my web site fourteen of his articles that are available in the English language. This article is the sixth of them.

*See http://www.piaristusa.org/html/kalasantiner.html, http://www.vienna.net/company/vienna/ecclesiastical-religious-institutions/kalasantiner-kongregation-f-d-christlichen-arbeiter-bbe.html 

**From: clemenspilar@gmx.at To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Sunday, November 07, 2010 8:31 PM 
Dear Mr. Prabhu,
I am very glad to read about your work. It is very important in our days. The book "Esoteric Practices and Christian Faith" is the only one of my books which has been translated in English. In the recent years I began to work out flyers about different subjects concerning New Age. I’ve written 20 flyers, 14 of them are actually translated in English. Here I send them to you. I hope that they are helpful for your work and ministry. God bless you
P. Clemens
All bold emphases in red and green, as well as asterisks (*) and the notes against them are mine- Michael
Definitions of Esotericism on the Web

http://www.google.co.in/search?hl=en&defl=en&q=define:Esotericism&sa=X&ei=VBXeTJzhF4PyvQPX1K20Dg&ved=0CAYQkAE 

Esotericism or Esoterism is a term with two basic meanings. In the dictionary sense of the term, "esoterism" signifies the holding of opinions or beliefs, and derives from the Greek (esôterikos)… thus "pertaining to the more inward", mystic:  en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Esotericism. 

http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Esotericism:
Esotericism is the study of knowledge and systems of thought which are usually intended to be philosophical or ethical and mystic. Although most esoteric knowledge was once held in secret, it is now commonly taught openly. It is generally distinct from organized religion, which teaches more openly. While esotericism tends to focus on personal enlightenment and internal spiritual practice, organized religion or exotericism, tends to focus on outer spiritual practice and ritual and on laws that govern the society. Many groups or schools of thought embrace an esoteric tradition or philosophy: 

Alchemy, Astrology, Freemasons, G. I. Gurdjieff, Gnosticism, Kabbalists, Magic, Nazi mysticism, Occultism, Rosicrucians, Shamanism, Sufism, Vajrayana (Esoteric Buddhism), Yoga. 
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