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       FEBRUARY 8, 2017

2017 is the 100th anniversary of the appearances of Our Lady to three peasant children in Portugal.

In this series of collated articles (see the entire list at the end of the present file) on the Fatima Apparitions, and the Messages and the Warnings given by the Blessed Virgin Mary to (Francisco, Jacinta and) Sister Lucia, I have used sources of all kinds: the Church’s official statements, the writings of ordinary Catholics who own web sites and blogs, conservatives, Fatima cults like the one founded by the banned priest Fr. Nicholas Gruner, Traditionalists… and even Sedevacantists. 

In one file I have also included the perspective of the liberals in the Church. 
The individual writers and the Catholic views that they represent, strongly disagree with one another on three issues: whether the Third Secret was fully revealed by Church authorities, whether Russia was consecrated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary in the exact same way that the Blessed Virgin had instructed and, consequentially, whether Russia has been “converted”. Or not.
The Myth of a Converted Russia Exposed
http://www.traditioninaction.org/polemics/F_01_Kazan5_Myth.htm 
By Dr. Marian T. Horvat, Ph. D., Published in Catholic Family News, February 2001 (All emphases theirs)
There is a myth that being spun in Catholic public opinion, a fable about the new springtime of graces blowing into Russia when Communism supposedly fell in the 1980s. Catholic magazines like Inside the Vatican have played their part in nourishing the myth by featuring optimistic stories on great movements of religion and conversion, the fulfillment of the prophecies of Our Lady at Fatima in 1917 (Robert Moynihan, “Russia’s Future,” February 2000, pp. 13-24). 
Never mind that what is “emerging from the catacombs” are the Schismatic [Orthodox] Churches, not the Roman Catholic Faith. As Robert Moynihan points out with almost giddy enthusiasm in one of his lead stories last year, John Paul II deeply admires the spirituality of the Orthodox East. So he “desires the ‘conversion’ and ‘renewal’ of both the Roman Catholics and the Orthodox [Schismatics], and is at pains to ensure that the Orthodox view the re-emergence of the Roman Catholic Church in Russia not as a challenge or threat to Russian Orthodoxy.” He sees no problem that conversion to the Catholic Church has been relegated to a secondary plane, so that no barriers are raised to the “miracle” of full reunion with the Schismatics. 
Further, as Moynihan reminds us, to achieve this end the Pontiff is prepared for compromise. So much so “that he has stated in his encyclical on ecumenism, Ut unum sint that he is willing to face every obstacle to reunion, including a reconsideration of the way his own Petrine office carries out its mission” (Ibid., pp. 14-15) 
As for the new springtime graces, Moynihan assures us that the atheists and agnostics are looking for a new faith. The Schismatics are seeking a new purity, independence and confidence. The Catholic Church is reaching out to both. It is a rosy picture of renewal, conversion, and yes, even a time of peace for the world. 
That is why it was surprising to recently come upon what I suspect is a much more realistic, and grim, picture of the religious reality in Russia. In an interview in the February 2001 Catholic World Report, Fr. Daniel Maurer of the Canons Regular of Jesus the Lord (CJD) spoke about the Russia he has seen during the last eight years he has spent in Vladivostok in the Russian Far East. According to the personal missionary experience of Fr. Maurer, more than 75 years of Communist repression and a godless society have not only thoroughly eradicated the Catholic presence from Russia, but also left despair, poverty, an amoral populace, and religious indifference. With no incentive to be honest or to work to improve one’s condition in life, the result has been literally “the killing of the spirit of the Russians,” said Fr. Maurer. They have even coined a word for this new species of human being that developed under Communism – the homo sovieticus. 
Point one: his words prick the rosy bubble of the new springtime fable. 
Point two: his report also sadly reinforces the notion of a new idea of conversion and the missionary character of the Church supported by Vatican II and John Paul II. 

The “post-Communist” reality – a bleak picture 
What has been the result of the supposed death of Communism? 

According to Fr. Mauer, general hopelessness, a damaged sense of morals, and a lot of poverty. (During the financial crisis of 1998 when the bottom fell out from the ruble, people lost everything they had – for probably the third time since perestroika in late 1980s.) In a society where the faith was almost destroyed, morality has sunk to new low. Abortions abound, suicides have increased, and there are many more cases of sexually transmitted diseases. The same Russian who meets you on the street and genially offers directions and hospitality has no scruples about stealing your pocketbook. (There are bars on every window and doors with five locks everywhere). The spirit of initiative is broken and there is no quick repair job that can be applied. It’s too bad American atheists with all their comfortable theories about how religion is an artificial crutch can’t come and see what it is to live in a society without religion, Fr. Mauer comments wryly. It is a real hell on earth, a breeding bed for despair. 
What about possibilities for conversion? Fr. Mauer seems realistic in his reply. The older people, who invested themselves more strongly in the ideology of Communism in the ‘20s and ‘30s, do not want to admit they were deceived. It is easier to believe that religion is the opium of people, and God does not exist. The youth are too apathetic to be moved by ideology or religious fervor; their primary concern is pragmatic: making money. The greatest interest in religion comes from people in their late 20s and 30s who are married with children, according to Fr. Mauer. However, even many of them would not resist a return to Communism if it would provide more stability and better economic opportunities. The result of the pragmatism of the communism system. 
When Fr. Mauer and another priest arrived in Vladivostok in 1992, he found himself in a city of one million, with only six elderly women who could still remember being members of their Catholic Parish of the Most Holy Mother of God. The Catholic Church in the Far East had been persecuted to point of virtual extinction. After eight years, the number of parishioners has grown from six to 400, with only about 160 person at Sunday Mass. Hardly the new springtime of conversion. 
And the situation of the Schismatic church? Statistics show now that about 54 percent of Russians are baptized Orthodox, but those practicing their faith are less than 1/10th of 1 percent. In Vladivostok, Fr. Mauer reports, the Communists destroyed all 28 Schismatic parishes in the city. Even though there are now five Schismatic parishes, there has been no rejuvenation or grand return to the Schismatic church. Because the Schismatic Church was so co-opted by the Communists, young people don’t want to join it, Fr. Mauer says. Further, many “problem people” – alcoholics, deviants, and the self-interested – were ordained and left a generally bad impression. Now they have to be weeded out. 
The entrance of other denominations on the scene -- the Baptists, Seventh Day Adventists, Jehovah Witnesses and Mormons – is welcomed by Fr. Mauer in the new spirit of ecumenism [“The more the merrier,” he says. After all, they can help teach the basics of the Gospel and morality. Besides, he notes, the Russian soul is attracted to mysticism and the solemnity of the Catholic liturgy, so after a while Protestantism isn’t enough, and they seek out Catholics.] 
This situation, a general disillusionment with the Schismatic institution and a vacuum in the religious sphere would suggest conditions for a great missionary effort on the part of the Catholic Church that could bear much fruit. 

A new and shocking definition of conversion 
But no, says Fr. Mauer, this is not the case at all, since conversion is no longer the primary mission of the missionaries. “John Paul II has told all missionaries going to Russia that we are forbidden to proselytize the Orthodox Christians,” he states complacently. “They [the Schismatics] are a true apostolic church, and rather than catching them, we should be praying for communion between the two churches.” 
This stands in direct opposition to the age-old Catholic teaching where the Church instructed her sons and daughters to fight against “the perfidy of heretics and schismatics.” Until Vatican II, the goal of missions was to convert heretics, schismatics, Jews, and pagans from the errors they professed in order to bring them into the bosom of the Church. After Vatican II, missions came to signify a movement of the Church of openness toward heretics, schismatics, Jews and pagans – without asking for their conversion. As Fr. Mauer calmly states, proselytism is banned by the Pope himself. In the spirit of the new evangelization, the Church must adapt to others. Fr. Mauer’s words are an alarming indication of just deeply the new progressivist doctrine has been imbedded in good-willed but misguided missionaries. 
What about the Fatima prophecy, in which Our Lady said that Russia would be converted? Yes, says the missionary priest, “but we don’t think it will be converted by becoming Roman Catholic. It was never a Roman Catholic country. … The conversion of Russia will certainly be through the Orthodox [Schismatic] Church. And then, we hope to have communion with the Orthodox Church. I don’t say union, but communion, because union in some people’s minds means they are coming back.” Therefore, union would mean the two patriarchs would accept one another again as equal brothers so that the Church will become one. 
Behold the fruits of the Council’s opening toward other religions and the world: a false interpretation of the Message of Fatima and a relativization of the Faith. How can we explain an ecumenism that no longer seeks the conversion of heretics and schismatics and would have the Mother of God content with a return of Russia to a Schismatic church? What it does help to explain is the sparse apostolic fruit of John Paul II’s "new evangelization," in which there has been no widespread resurrection of Churches in either Western Europe or in the old Europe under communist domination, or even in Latin America. 

A new primary goal of missionary work: Humanitarian not spiritual 
If the primary effort of Catholic missionaries is not to convert, what is it then? 
If the aim of the Canons Regular of Jesus the Lord (including their first Russian novitiate) is not first and foremost to bring the scattered sheep back into the Catholic fold and secure for them the promise of eternal salvation, then what are they doing? 
Fr. Mauer has an answer. To help man. They have a food program that feeds 50 people daily. They opened the first crisis pregnancy center in summer 1998 (thanks to US funding), and hope to open five more (with help from the Knights of Columbus). With this base, they hope to start an adoption center, as a response to the great number of abortions. Statistically, the average Russian woman will have eight abortion in her childbearing years, stated Fr. Mauer, although he believes the actual number is more like 12 abortions per woman (and he has spoken to women who have had as many as 25 abortions). 
The reasons for these horrendous figures? Since other contraception methods have not been introduced or are not trusted, abortion is the cheapest way to limit your family size (and Russians live in tiny apartments or homes where more than one child is considered impractical and a terrible burden – the opposite of a healthy Catholic mentality). Abortions are free, and births are not (the average cost of a birth is $20, a monthly salary for the average earner). Society ostracizes a mother who would “give away” her child, but not one who kills her baby (the warped, illogical mentality that developed in the first “civilized” country to legalize abortion in 1921). 


Permit me a final short commentary. These efforts to feed the hungry and to promote adoptions are indeed commendable and worthy missionary efforts. But in the post-Vatican II era, such humanitarian efforts have come to supercede the primary missionary goal: the conversion of souls. The spiritual aim of conversion is being overridden by purely humanitarian works. Thus, the maxim of Mother Theresa’s sisters and so many of Catholic Charities services today: We don’t do what we do because the people we serve are Catholic or because we want them to be Catholic. But because we are Christian. The notion behind this is that there is a greater good that converting a soul to the one true Church of God; it is to help humanity. And there is a greater body to which to belong than the Roman Catholic Church; it is this ubiquitous, superior, all-encompassing Christian body that somehow embraces the Catholic Church as well as all the other “religions.” 
And here we have the Masonic utopic dream of the creation of a new society based on a logic quite different from those who burn with a zealous fire to convert souls, like the great St. Isaac Jogues, Fr. Juniper Serra, Fr. DeSmet, St. Francis Cabrini, and so many other heroic figures of our American missionary past. In the new world order a-borning, this kind of religious fervor has to be extinguished. It is human beings and the wellbeing of the universe that will be the central concern.
What Would the Conversion of Russia Look Like?

http://www.crisismagazine.com/2014/conversion-russia-look-like
By Austin Ruse, August 29, 2014
For much of the twentieth century, Catholics around the world prayed after every Low Mass for the conversion of Russia.
Called the Leonine Prayers, originally they were conceived as a protection of the sovereignty of the Papal States, which were then under attack. This intention ended with the Lateran Treaty of 1929 but the prayers continued from that time for the conversion of Russia that had become an atheistic state bent on destroying religion.

The prayers included 3 Ave Marias, a Salve Regina, a versicle and response, a prayer for the conversion of sinners and the “exaltation of Holy Mother Church,” ending with the prayer to St. Michael the Archangel. Pius X added the invocation “Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, Have Mercy on Us.”

Before the prayers were suppressed in 1965 just think of the billions of them offered for this intention? From little schoolgirls to Catholic heads of state to canonized saints, they all prayed for the conversion of Russia. Does any faithful Catholic think that the end of the Soviet Union in 1991 was not the result of these prayers?

The Cold War—World War III—ended bloodlessly. A murderous regime that had killed millions upon millions and enslaved many more and had tried to enchain the human spirit was toppled almost miraculously. There should have been a victorious parade up Fifth Avenue in New York.

But the work of the Spirit was not yet finished. Toppling the regime was only part of it. The other part was conversion. And what did we think that would look like?

Last summer I visited Russia for the first time. In recent years, I have come to work closely with the Russian government at the UN. They have come alive on issues related to life and family.

Additionally, I have been working with a movie producer to make a film about the remarkable achievements of the American ballerina Keenan Kampa who last year became the first American and only the third foreigner ever invited to join the most storied ballet troupe in history, the Mariinsky of St. Petersburg.

I believe I’ve seen a glimpse of the conversion of Russia.

Vladimir Yakunin, head of the Russian railroad and a long-time close associate of Vladimir Putin, a man sometime suggested as Putin’s successor, had sponsored a visit to Russia of the True Cross of St. Andrew.
The True Cross of St. Andrew was burned in the French Revolution. Before being consumed in toto, a Catholic priest snatched it from the flames. During the pontificate of Pope St. John Paul the Great, it was returned to the Greek Orthodox Church.
Yakunin, along with his wife who brought her husband to the faith, brought the True Cross to Russia. It was shown in Moscow only a stone’s throw from the Kremlin at Christ Our Savior Cathedral, a highly symbolic Church that was built by the Tsar to celebrate the defeat of Napoleon but that was razed by Stalin and then rebuilt under Putin.

On the day I was there, the faithful stood in the rain for five hours to venerate the cross—to kiss the glass—for about one second before Cathedral aides gently but firmly shoved them on their way. Five hours in the rain for one second of veneration. Meditate on that.

The True Cross of St. Andrew is important to the Russian faithful because he preached along the Black Sea and is said to have traveled up the Dnieper River to plant a cross in what is now the site of St. Andrew’s Church of Kiev.

Under the auspices of his St. Andrew the First-Called Foundation, Yakunin—who the Obama administration placed on the State Department list of those forbidden to do business in the U.S.—also sponsored a Russian tour of the Belt of Mary. Two million people are reported to have venerated that.

The Russians have long venerated the Mother of Jesus. One of religious and nationalistic symbols for Russians is Our Lady of Kazan, which rests in the Cathedral in St. Petersburg. This image is so important to the Russians that even wicked Stalin had it paraded around the walls of Leningrad to break the Nazi siege, which was then broken.

I bring up Yakunin deliberately. When I wrote about him a few years ago, a good friend of mine who worked in foreign policy for Vice President Cheney, refused to speak with me for six months. He is controversial. I bring him up to demonstrate the straightness of God’s crooked lines.

And what about Putin, another of God’s crooked lines?

It is clear that under his direction, the government has taken strong positions on life and family matters. Indeed, Russia is one of the leaders at the UN in rolling back anti-life language, in reforming the rapaciously pro-abortion treaty monitoring bodies, and in blocking the LGBT ascendancy.

Beyond politics, though, an American who is a bishop in the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia tells me—as is well known in Russia—Putin has a confessor he sees once a week.

Recall that when President George W. Bush met Putin for the first time Putin was wearing the cross he wore as a baby when his mother secretly baptized him. It was saved from a fire and given to Putin by his mother prior to his first trip to Israel. He has never taken it off. Putin buried both his mother and his father out of the Church in St. Petersburg where she baptized him.

Russian experts Jiri Valenta and Leni Friedman Valenta, writing in the current issue of The National Interest tell us, “In our search for Putin’s soul, and through many interviews with Russian Orthodox clergy and believers throughout Russia, Europe and the Middle East, we’ve come to regard his embrace of religious orthodoxy as genuine.”

The Valentas consider rather than the “paranoid megalomaniac” he is portrayed as in the American press, he is more an “ambitious technocrat,” more than that, a “Christian autocrat.” He is not a democrat, like Andrei Sakharov, but more like the “anti-Bolshevik, religious-nationalist” Alexander Solzhenitsyn.

Many will be appalled even to consider the sincerity of Putin’s religious beliefs. The proof of his insincerity is for all to see. They say Putin is merely using religious faith and social conservative politics to advance his imperialistic agenda. But, a well-placed Catholic living in Moscow tells me that Putin’s sincerity is not the most important thing. The most important thing is that Putin believes these are important for Russia, that it is important for Russians to practice the faith, to protect the unborn child, to block the LGBTs, and defend the faithful overseas.

And what of the Orthodox Church? It was greatly compromised during the Communist darkness so there is rebuilding to do. After all, attendance at the Orthodox Liturgy is still quite small. To their credit and with hope for the future they have a dynamic young bishop named Hilarion Alfeyev. Only 48, Metropolitan Hilarion is the head of external relations for the Church, the author of 600 articles and 40 books, possessing a doctorate in philosophy from Oxford, decidedly western in his outlook and quite friendly to the Catholic Church.

Fifteen years ago, he was the Orthodox representative to the reopening of the Catholic Cathedral in Moscow, what had been turned into an office building by the Reds. On behalf of the Orthodox Church, he warmly welcomed the reopening of the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, still only one of two Catholic Churches in Moscow.

He has been to Rome many times and, working with Inside the Vatican founder Robert Moynihan and the conservative U.S.-based Bradley Foundation, has brought his orchestral works there, also to New York and Washington DC.

Last year, when Hilarion went to meet the new Pope as the official representative of the Russian Orthodox Church, he gave Francis an image of Our Lady of Humility, an obvious double message in addressing what separates East from West, the two lungs of the Church of Christ. The even more interesting thing about that gift and its giver is that Francis gave that exact gift to Pope Emeritus Benedict when they first met after Francis’ elevation. Hilarion was very pleased by this.

It is entirely possible that this western-looking polymath could end up as Patriarch of the Russian Orthodox Church. After all, Hilarion’s boss, Patriarch Kirill, used to have Hilarion’s current job.

It is abundantly clear that Russia is profoundly important to the Catholic Church. There are the Leonine Prayers. But there is also Fatima. The Blessed Mother appeared in the era of the Russian Revolution, much concerned with atheistic Russia, and in her Second Secret asked for Russia to be consecrated to the Sacred Heart of Mary by the pope in communion with all the bishops of the world. According to Sister Lucia, one of the Fatima children, Pope St. John Paul the Great accomplished this on March 25, 1984. The Soviet Union folded a few years later. The video of John Paul II reading the prayers is quite dramatic.

It is unfortunate that the crises in Crimea and Ukraine have occurred. It is profoundly unfortunate for all those directly harmed in the war going on there now. There are grave injustices happening there, even as you read this. But the harm goes beyond the immediate and into opportunities now being missed.

In their National Interest piece the Valentas assert that Russia ought to be our partner in fighting ISIS, for instance. It is unclear that the Obama administration would really be interested in doing the hard things to make that happen, but if they did, they would find an experienced partner in the Russians.

The Russian government is outspoken in making the protection of Christians a foreign policy priority, while our own government has made LGBT ours. The Russians know the Islamist threat as well as any government in the world. They have fought radical Islam for decades, even centuries. The Russian government has offered citizenship to the Christians of Syria! The Russians have even made what appears to be a sincere move toward Israel.

None of this column should be read as an apology for Putin or his colleagues or the actions of his government. I agree with some and strongly disagree with others. The column should be read as a consideration that there are things going on in Russia that we certainly cannot understand by reading the New York Times and that we will not fully know until the General Judgment.

What we know is this. God writes straight with crooked lines and the devil hates such straightness. The devil rejoices in what divides us. Right now we are divided when we should be about His Father’s business, which includes the conversion of Russia and—while we’re at it—the conversion of America.

Austin Ruse is president of C-FAM (Center for Family & Human Rights), a New York and Washington DC-based research institute focusing on international legal and social policy. The views expressed here are not necessarily those of C-FAM.
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Is Russia Converting?

https://remnantnewspaper.com/web/index.php/fetzen-fliegen/item/2715-is-russia-converting 
By Robert J. Siscoe, August 23, 2016 (All emphases theirs)
The Material Preparation for the Consecration?
Editor’s Note: The recent RTV Short, Putin vs. Obama, touched off a lively debate here and on YouTube that seems to call for a bit more context. The following article by Robert Siscoe appeared in the print-edition of The Remnant back in 2013, and provides food for thought. As I said here the other day, we don’t claim to have all the answers but we are interested in this debate, especially if it can be conducted by those willing to think outside the box, set aside outdated Cold War polemics and look at what’s happening in the here and now. This is not 1980, the U.S. is not the ‘shining city on the hill,’ and when considering the breakup of the U.S.S.R.—especially when compared to other ruthlessly Christophobic regimes operating around the world right now—it doesn’t seem quite right to single out Russia as the “evil empire” anymore. So, what's going on here? How does Fatima come into this? What about the consecration? Have the atheistic "errors of Russia" now become the "errors of the whole world"? Was Our Lady (who never once mentioned 'Communism') referring merely to a political/economic system or wasn't there much more to it than that. -MJM 

Over the past few years some remarkable events of a religious nature have been taking place in Russia, of all places, with Vladimir Putin gaining worldwide respect for his leadership. The former KGB agent is emerging as a voice of moral sanity through his promotion of traditional morality and having the courage to condemn sins against nature. He has also been speaking out for the rights of persecuted Christian minorities in the Middle East, and taking concrete measures to establish closer relations between the Orthodox Church and the Russian State. Mere political stunts? Perhaps, but perhaps not. 
In a recent article from LifeSiteNews, Hilary White discussed some of these recent events:

Putin praised the growth of cooperation between the Orthodox Churches and the Russian state, saying, “We act as genuine partners and colleagues to solve the most pressing domestic and international tasks, to implement joint initiatives for the benefit of our country and people.”

The Russian Federation recently passed legislation making it illegal to promote homosexuality as normal, a move that, while condemned by many European leaders, was strongly supported by the Orthodox Church.

Putin added Thursday that the Church was giving Russians a moral compass when so many were looking for help. “Today when people are once again searching for moral support, millions of our compatriots see it in religion,” he said. “They trust the wise, pastoral word of the Russian Orthodox Church.”

He added that it was the Church that was ultimately responsible for the development and rise of “culture and education” in Russia over the last 1,000 years. “The adoption of Christianity became a turning point in the fate of our fatherland, made it an inseparable part of the Christian civilization and helped it turn into one of the largest world powers,” Putin said.[1]
These positive developments have many Catholics wondering what is taking place in Russia. Has the long-awaited conversion, spoken of by Our Lady of Fatima, already begun? 
If so, what about the collegial Consecration that is supposed to precede it? And has Vladimir Putin really undergone a conversion to Christianity (albeit Orthodoxy), or are his public actions in support of Christianity merely a means of strengthening and unifying the Russian people in preparation for their coming battle against the West?
There are informed Catholics on either side of this issue and both make a compelling case for their position, but in my opinion Putin’s motives are irrelevant with respect to the larger picture, since what I believe we are witnessing is nothing less than the material preparation for the Consecration of Russia, which, I believe, is itself is due to the millions of Rosaries and other prayers that the faithful have been offering up for this intention for decades. God has willed that only the Pope and Bishops can bring about the true conversion of Russia, but I strongly suspect that God has been using the prayers of the faithful to prepare the matter, which will receive the form (the true Faith) when the long-awaited Consecration takes place.

Material Preparations
In an August 2012 article from the Washington Times, titled: “In Putin’s Russia, Little Separation between Church and State”, we read: 
The Russian Orthodox Church is enjoying its newfound prestige with the Russian government. The head of the church, Patriarch Kirill, was granted residence in the Kremlin, the elaborate historic fortress in Moscow and seat of the Russian government, late last year… a move that restored the head of the church to a residence the church lost in the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution.[2]
The same article quotes an Orthodox Priest who had the following to say about separation of Church and State: 
‘Our church does not consider itself an enemy of the state. The Western idea that the state and the church should be slight rivals and slight enemies is both bizarre and incorrect from an Orthodox point of view,’ Archpriest Vsevolod Chaplin, a leading Orthodox church official, said in June. ‘We have — quite the opposite — teachings about harmony, cooperation and agreement between the state and the church.’[3] 
In the same article, the then-President Dmitry Medvedev admitted: “Yes, the church occupies a fitting place in the life of our society and government.” 
The restoration of a union between Church and State, which was lost at the 1917 Communist Revolution, is not only in agreement with the teaching of the Orthodox Church, but also reflects the teaching of the Catholic Church, as one can read in many Papal encyclicals, such as Immortale Die – “On the Christian Constitution of the State” – by Pope Leo XIII. Union of Church and State is an essential element for a truly Christian country, which alone can produce a truly Christian culture. Therefore, regardless of the motives that are inspiring it, and in spite of the fact that the form (true Faith) is still lacking, this development serves as an important material component for the future conversion of the nation. 
In addition to promoting greater cooperation between church and State, Russia is also taking measures to suppress heretical sects, which is another positive development in the material preparations. The following is taken from a 2008 New York Times article: 


The Kremlin’s surrogates in many areas have turned the Russian Orthodox Church into a de facto official religion, warding off other Christian denominations that seem to offer the most significant competition for worshipers. They have all but banned proselytizing by Protestants and discouraged Protestant worship through a variety of harassing measures, according to dozens of interviews with government officials and religious leaders across Russia.

This close alliance between the government and the Russian Orthodox Church has become a defining characteristic of Mr. Putin’s tenure, a mutually reinforcing choreography that is usually described here as working ‘in symphony.’ …

… 300 miles south of Moscow, the police evicted a Seventh-day Adventist congregation from its meeting hall, forcing it to hold services in a ramshackle home next to a construction site. Evangelical Baptists were barred from renting a theater for a Christian music festival, and were not even allowed to hand out toys at an orphanage. A Lutheran minister said he moved away for a few years because he feared for his life. He has returned, but keeps a low profile.

On local television last month, the city’s chief Russian Orthodox priest, who is a confidant of the region’s most powerful politicians, gave a sermon that was repeated every few hours. His theme: Protestant heretics. ‘We deplore those who are led astray — those Jehovah’s Witnesses, Baptists, evangelicals, Pentecostals and many others who cut Christ’s robes like bandits, who are like the soldiers who crucified Christ, who ripped apart Christ’s holy coat,’ declared the priest, the Rev. Aleksei D. Zorin.[4]
The article goes on to quote a Protestant Minister, Mr. Pakhomony, who said: “They have made us into lepers to scare people away. There is this climate that you can feel with your every cell”.
The active suppression of heresy, which is the ideal in a truly Christian State, is another positive development since heresy corrupts the true Faith, causes division, and results in the loss of innumerable souls. While it is true that the Orthodox Church is itself in schism from the Catholic Church and does not profess the “fullness’ of the Faith, the suppression of heretical sects is certainly a positive development in the material preparation. What is lacking at present is the form, which will easily be remedied when the Consecration takes place.

Another positive development is seen in a recent amendment to the Russian Constitution. On June 26, 2013, Russia approved an amendment intending to protect children “from information that is harmful to their health and development”. The law expressly forbids “non-traditional sexual relations among minors expressed in distribution of information that is aimed at the formation among minors of non-traditional sexual attitudes, attractiveness of nontraditional sexual relations, misperceptions of the social equivalence of traditional and non-traditional sexual relations, or enforcing information about non-traditional sexual relations that evokes interest to such relations.”
In view of these measures the Sodomites are fleeing Russia in droves, thereby ridding the country of a sin that cries to Heaven for vengeance. As a result of this law, any Russians suffering from this disordered tendency will be forced to keep it in the closet where it belongs.

Conclusion
It seems evident that these positive developments constitute the material preparation for the coming Consecration, which will bring about the conversion of Russia and the promised Age of Peace. 
At the wedding Feast of Cana, the Blessed Mother asked her Son to perform a miracle. Even though His time had not yet come (John 2:4) Our Lord granted the request, but the miracle did not take place until the “waiters” did their part. Their job was to prepare the matter for the miracle by filling the jugs with water, which would then be miraculously transformed into wine at the appointed time. In like manner, I believe the prayers of the faithful are serving to prepare the matter in Russia, which will soon be miraculously transformed when the Consecration takes place and the form is infused. 
While only the Pope and Bishops can bring about the true conversion by performing the collegial Consecration of Russia as requested by God, [5] the seemingly miraculous conversion of the matter, which we are witnessing today, should give us hope that the long-awaited event is not far off. It should also serve as an encouragement to those who have helped to prepare the matter by their sacrifices and prayers. But whether or not the Consecration takes place before or after “the annihilation of nations” is in the hands of the Pope, since only he can bring about the true conversion by an act of obedience to the Will of God.
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[3] Ibid.
[4] Clifford J. Levy, At The Expense Of All The Others, Putin Picks A Church’, New York Times, April 24, 2008
[5] “The moment has come in which God asks the Holy Father, in union with all the Bishops of the world, to make the consecration of Russia to My Immaculate Heart, promising to save it by this means” (Words of the Blessed Mother to Sr. Lucy in June of 1929). 
Has Russia Really Converted?

http://www.fatimacrusader.com/cr37/cr37pg10.asp
By Father Joseph Martinez, undated
"In the end, My Immaculate Heart will triumph, the Holy Father will consecrate Russia to Me, Russia will be converted ..." Many voices are proclaiming today that this long desired goal has been achieved. "Russia has been converted," they say or at least it is the beginning of that conversion.

Furthermore, since this has occurred, it must be that the Consecration of Russia was validly done in 1984. And so we need not pester and petition the Pope. For that matter, (fallen man easily draws this conclusion) we need not live the Fatima Message with any great urgency or fervor, since the crisis has passed, peace has been granted, and so on.

God's Providence at Work

We do not deny that recent events in the Eastern Bloc are providential. God Almighty, Who is the Lord of History, guides the courses of the nations.

And we do not deny that the prayers and sacrifices of the Faithful have obtained from the Divine Mercy benefits for which we should be thankful. When the children of God live the Fatima Message, by offering the Rosary every day, consecrating themselves to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, wearing the Brown Scapular, and — most important — offering the necessary sacrifice for the faithful fulfillment of all their duties, they obtain many and great graces for themselves and for a just peace in the world.

We do not deny that the various consecrations and acts of entrustment which our Holy Father has made have had a value as prayers which obtain some blessings from the Most High.

What we deny and oppose is the idea that Russia has been solemnly consecrated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary by the Pope acting publicly in union with all the Catholic Bishops of the world, in accordance with the solemn request of Our Lady of Fatima.

There has been no solemn reparation for the state atheism of which Russia is the exemplar and the worldwide fomenter. There has been no manifest connection between such a consecration and the promised and yet to be achieved wonderful conversion of Russia to Jesus Christ our God. There has been no resulting widespread praise and glorification of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, seen as the cause of our salvation.

In past issues The Fatima Crusader has analyzed closely the various consecrations made by the Popes and has demonstrated that they do not satisfy the conditions so clearly laid down by Our Lady of Fatima in the name of the Most Holy Trinity on June 13, 1929, to the fulfillment of which are attached such wonderful promises. Having shown that the commanded consecration has not taken place, it will be helpful to show also that the conversion of Russia has not occurred. Then we will see that we must increase our efforts for holiness of life, augment our prayers and sacrifices, and continue to work for the consecration and for the revelation of the final part of the Third Secret of Fatima.

Tragic Error

It is very important to know what is the meaning of this "conversion of Russia." If we have the wrong idea of this reality, we may satisfy ourselves with some superficial or merely political or economic change in that poor nation, and give up our fervent living of the Fatima Message. Such an error would be tragic and would contribute at least indirectly to the loss of many souls, possibly our own.
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Carolina, Sister Lucy's older sister with Father Paul Leonard and Father Martial Berube, Carolina told us last October that Sister Lucy does not type or write letters on a computer. This important fact demonstrates those letters allegedly form Sister Lucy that claim the consecration is done are indeed fakes

Conversion That Pleases Our Lady

The conversion of Russia is to be a triumph of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. It is to be something that pleases Her. Now the will of the Immaculate Virgin is perfectly united to the will of God, both in regard to Herself who said "Be it done to Me according to Thy word," and in regard to us to whom She says, "Do whatever He tells you." So the conversion of Russia must be a conversion to the fullness of what God wills and commands human beings to do both as individuals and (and this is crucially important) as a nation, both in private life and in the life of the state as such.

The conversion of the Russian people must mean their personal adherence to Him Who is the Way, the Truth and the Life. And they must be attached to Him not merely in the way they may like, but in the way that He has commanded. It is the will and command of Jesus Christ the only Savior of the world, that we believe everything that He has taught, that we be baptized, and that we listen to the Church.

It is the will and command of the Lord that everyone be a member of the Catholic Church, in full communion with the Successor of Peter, the Pope of Rome. This is the traditional and immemorial teaching of the Church and it was stated again by the Second Vatican Council.

From the above it follows that it is not sufficient that the people of Russia return to the Russian Orthodox Church, which does not recognize the Vicar of Christ. How could they be said to be fully converted if they did not recognize the Immaculate Conception of Her who will have saved them? How could they be said to be fully converted if they did not accept the supreme jurisdiction of the Bishop of Rome through whose instrumentality they will have been saved?

It is important to note that Our Lady did not promise merely the conversion of Russians, or the conversion of the Russian People, but the conversion of Russia. She promised the conversion of the Russian nation and state, and not just the conversion of some or many of her citizens. If we are to distinguish a true conversion of Russia from a false one, we must know in what the true conversion of a nation consists.

Conversion, Not Just Change

It is obvious that in the Fatima Message the word "conversion" is used in a Catholic and evangelical or theological sense. It does not mean merely "change". It means to repudiate sin and to embrace the holy will of God.

In a human person, repentance begins with forsaking the darkness of error and accepting the light of faith in such a way that one lives and acts according to that supernatural light. It entails not merely ceasing to do wrong, but repudiating, rejecting and renouncing one's sins. Having repented of sin one "walks in the way of the commandments."

God demands that we love Him with all our heart and soul and mind and strength. We are to obey God not only in a portion of our life which we call "religious", but in our whole life and in all its parts.

We must live not only our spiritual life, but our private life, our family life, our life of work, our life of leisure, our cultural life and our civic or political life according to the law and plan of God. Otherwise, in reducing the Sovereignty of the Lord to some part of our lives, we would be refusing to recognize God as God, Who is the Lord of all, since He has created all things out of nothing.

What a National Conversion Means

Nations owe all the good that is in them and their continued existence to Almighty God. They depend on Him. They belong to Him Who is the Sovereign Master of all things.

Nations as such must obey God if they would be blessed by God in their national life. They too must recognize and honor Christ our God by first of all conforming to the natural moral law of right and wrong (written on every human heart) and by recognizing the truth and supreme importance of His Gospel, never acting against that Truth, and protecting and supporting the life of Grace in the people as much as possible.

A Nation recognizes and honors the natural law when none of its laws or customs is contrary to that law. For example, an individual man may not take the life of another innocent human being. Similarly a nation may not take the life of the innocent; it may not sanction the taking of such life; it may not command such an evil action.

Since the upholding and living of the natural law is a prerequisite and condition of true conversion to God, an individual or a nation cannot rightly be said to have converted if it continually acts in violation of that law.

Russia Today

Let us consider the case of Russia. In Russia abortion on demand was introduced following the revolution. This is still in place. The state sanctions the murder of the innocent unborn child. (We must hang our heads as we realize that on this score we are no better — proof that Russia has succeeded in spreading her errors throughout the world.)

Russia has not, as divine law requires, repudiated this horrible crime. It has not enacted legislation protecting the right-to-life of the innocent child in its mother's womb. It is very far from having done penance for its sins as Nineveh did when God warned them through Jonah.

Russia does not recognize the existence of God or the fact of His Incarnation. It has not returned to God on a national level, as justice requires. It may tolerate the practice of religion. It may allow some Catholic churches to be opened, but that does not constitute a conversion. We may be thankful for the freedom that our fellow members of the Mystical Body enjoy for the moment, but we should still be vigilant.

Conversion Does Not Mean Consumerism

As Russia becomes "Westernized" they are importing Western "consumerism" which is hardly better than their theoretical materialism. They are importing refined Western sensuality and pornography. Is this conversion to God?

We must avoid a very grave error. We must not think that the conversion of Russia will be their conforming themselves and their national life to our present Western ways. Their conversion must mean that Russians become Catholic Christians and that Russia become a Christian Catholic Nation. So far this has not happened.

It is the will of God that men be joined to Jesus Christ and filled with His Grace, sharing in the very life of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. It is God's will that our culture and society be a support to this supernatural life.

It is contrary to the law of God that society be hostile to this life of grace. It is our duty to strive to construct a society where God is honored and welcomed and where His children may live in peace while preparing for Heaven.

Final Triumph

When Russia has been converted it will become a Christian nation such as we have described. It will spread the Catholic Faith throughout the world, helping all men to be Catholic and all nations to be Catholic as God wants and commands. Then truly will there be the long-desired era of peace which the Immaculate Heart of Mary has absolutely promised.

It has not happened yet. It will happen. Let us pray, sacrifice and work to hasten that glorious day.

The Fatima Message: A Final Chapter?
https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2015/06/28/the-fatima-message-a-final-chapter/
By Howard Kainz, June 28, 2015 (All emphases theirs)
Somehow I missed hearing about the death of Fr. Nicholas Gruner (April 29), “The Fatima Priest,” whose controversial interpretations of the Fatima Message I have written about in TCT and elsewhere. May he rest in peace. He and other Marian-oriented priests have given me an incentive to investigate the 1917 apparitions at Fatima further, and make pilgrimages to that shrine.
A Pathway Under the Gaze of Mary, the recently published biography of Lucia, may bring further clarification to the Fatima message, and even help dispel some of the suspicions that troubled Fr. Gruner and others.

Sr. Lucia’s fellow nuns, the Sisters of Carmel of Coimbra in Portugal, compiled the biography. It offers an account of the events and apparitions in 1917, but is mostly concerned with the aftermath of the apparitions, Lucia’s entry into the Dorothean Order, then the Carmelites, and her final years. Included are Sr. Lucia’s notes and letters, and other documents and correspondences. The treatment is respectful, but not hagiographical. It brings out Lucia’s difficulties in trying to fulfill her mandate as the only one still living one of the three Fatima seers.

She was often challenged by superiors who had different agendas, spiritual advisors who did not agree with each other, a bishop making demands that seemed to conflict with orders from heaven, etc.

Initially, she was allowed to enter the Dorotheans incognito. Her superiors forbade discussion of Fatima in her presence, however, so it became clear to the other sisters that the new religious was the remaining seer. Eventually her superiors allowed people to question her and get advice, request autographs and photographs – all of which caused great discomfort for someone who simply wanted to pursue her religious life like other nuns. She spent many years wrestling with her desire to enter a Carmelite cloister, but encountered much friendly opposition from those who didn’t want to lose her, as well as obstacles from ill health, and life in wartime.

She prayed constantly in making decisions about her vocation, and about her mission of spreading the message of Fatima. But only occasionally after 1917 did she receive special revelations:

            December 10, 1925: Our Lady appeared, requesting the devotion of the Five First Saturdays, with Confession and Communion, to make reparation for sins against Her Immaculate Heart.
            February 15, 1926: The Child Jesus appeared, encouraging Lucia to make efforts to spread this devotion, in spite of reluctance of superiors. (Fatima in Lucia’s Own Words: Sister Lucia’s Memoirs mentions that Our Lord appeared again later and complained that many who start making First Saturdays do not finish them.)
            June 13, 1929: Our Lady appeared, asking specifically for the consecration of Russia to her Immaculate Heart.
            May 1930: Our Lord explained to Lucia five types of offenses and blasphemies against Mary’s Immaculate Heart, and the proper fulfillment of the First Saturdays devotion.
            1936: Our Lord explained the necessity that the official consecration of Russia be carried out by the Holy Father and the whole Church; and that it will be done, although late.
            May 13, 1942: Our Lord appeared and clarified the nature of the sacrifice he was now requiring to make reparations for sin.
            In 1943, Lucia was seriously sick and in danger of death, the Bishop of Leiria visited and ordered her to write down the third part of the Secret. She protested that she had no order from heaven to do so, but the bishop said the responsibility was his and reminded her to be obedient. This caused great distress. She tried a number of times to obey the command, but her hand froze.
             Finally, on Jan 3, 1944, Our Lady appeared, and said, “Do not be afraid, God wanted to prove your obedience, faith, and humility. Be at peace and write what they order you, but do not give your opinion of its meaning.” Lucia explained thereafter that she could only repeat the details of the vision, but not divulge Mary’s explanation.
Lucia made very few comments about the future, though a couple mentioned Portugal: “In Portugal the dogma of the Faith will always be preserved.” But: “If Portugal does not approve abortion then it is safe, but if approved it will have much to suffer.”

About the consecration of Russia, she encountered many difficulties, but was a stickler (like Fr. Gruner, in a way). In October 1942, she told Pius XII it was not done, “because it lacked the union with all of the bishops of the world.” Regarding Pope Paul VI’s consecration on May 13, 1967, “They asked me if it was done as Our Lady requested. I answered no, for the same reason.” In a letter, she writes: “When John Paul II made it on May 13, 1982, they asked me then if it was done. I said no. It lacked the union with all the bishops.” Finally, “this same Supreme Pontiff John Paul II wrote to all the bishops of the world asking them to unite with him … and on March 25, 1984 – publicly and in union with all the bishops of the world who wished to unite – made the Consecration as Our Lady requested. They asked me then if it was made as Our Lady had asked for it, and I said yes. Since then it is done.”

All in all, Lucia appears in the biography as a humble and nondescript shepherdess, entrusted by the Queen of Heaven with a mission to the world, and secrets, but for the most part dealing with day-to-day crosses, trying to be faithful to her vocation as a religious while escaping the limelight.

The initial Fatima message in 1917 is still of the utmost importance, and in great need of implementation: “Jesus … wants to establish in the world devotion to my Immaculate Heart. To those who accept this, I promise them the salvation of their souls and they will be loved by God like flowers placed by me to adorn His throne.”

Famed Exorcist apparently claimed in video to staunch outlet that Fatima request was not met due to political pressure

http://www.spiritdaily.org/amorthfatima.htm
By Michael H. Brown

Father Gabriele Amorth, the famous exorcist of Rome, claims Saint John Paul II was pressured not to name Russia in his consecration of the world and Russia as requested during the historic Fatima apparitions.
"We don't have time to analyze this subject, but I do hold it very dear," he said of the consecration to an outlet called Fatima TV. "Sister Lucia always said Our Lady requested the consecration of Russia and only the consecration of Russia. She also asked the consecration of the world to another great and young Portuguese saint, Alexandrina Maria da Costa. But these two things are very different and very separate. Now Our Lady requested a consecration of Russia in a very solemn and public ceremony to be performed by the Pope with all the bishops of the world. This was specified in detail by Our Lord Jesus, Who continued to appear to Sister Lucy, as Our Lady also did. He wanted this consecration to be recognized as the triumph of the Immaculate Heart of Mary so that she would be honored together with His Sacred Heart. These are the words of Our Lord, but the time has passed and the consecration not done and Our Lord is deeply offended. You see, with our free will we can affect world events.

"Our Lady said the consecration would be done, but that it would be too late. I feel shivers run down my spine when I remember the words 'it will be too late,'" the exorcist said in a 2012 interview that only now has come to our attention.

"Unfortunately, they didn't open the secret up in 1960 and Russia spread her errors all over the world. The conversion of Russia would have been a triumph of the Immaculate Heart of Mary," the priest, now in his eighties, added.

It was an event, said Father Amorth, that would have changed the world.

"In 1984 the Pope quite timidly attempted to consecrate the world to Mary in St. Peter's Square," the exorcist told the organization, which long has argued about Fatima issues. "I was there, just a few feet away from him. I was the organizer of the event in St. Peter's Square. It was March 25 and the Pope had the statue of Our Lady of Fatima coming over from Fatima, the statue that usually stays in the large sanctuary at Fatima. But on that occasion he wanted the statue there. Kneeling in front of the statue, he attempted the consecration, but all around him were politicians who told him, 'You can't name Russia. You can't.'  And he asked again, 'Can I name it,' and they said, 'No, no, no.'"

There are no details from the priest on who the "politicians" allegedly were, nor any substantiation of what was said and when it was stated. It is a hot-button issue, with the Vatican maintaining that the 1984 consecration met the requirement (as outlined in the secrets of 1917) and Sister Lucia herself, in interviews during the 1990s, saying that the consecration was accepted by Our Lady. The seer asked that those who disputed this stop.

It also has been pointed out that Communism miraculously fell immediately after that consecration -- and that Russia itself appears to some as being in the throes of a Christian revival -- in some ways more Christian, at least in the public square, than the United States.

For our discernment. The interview arrives at a time when an Italian journalist has released alleged comments from Sister Lucia in an unpublished diary in which the seer seemingly relates additional details about the third secret, including a description of huge geologic events occurring as an angel touches the earth's axis with the flame of a spear.

It also comes at a time when others have pointed out that another major request from Fatima -- the First Saturday devotion -- has never spread in a significant way, which was another requirement for world peace.

Meanwhile, tensions between Russia and Ukraine remain a cause for acute international concern.

"Whoever thinks the prophetic message of Fatima is over deceives himself," asserts the exorcist. "The apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima are unique in the history of the Church. They have a great influence over the course of human history. They have religious importance as well as historical significance."

Thus far, mankind has headed down the wrong road, he believes, as has the Church. "Vatican Two: instead of a Renaissance, a disaster," intoned the well-known expert on demonology. "But the end is glorious and in the end Russia will be converted and the Immaculate Heart will triumph. It hasn't yet, but it will, and the world will experience a period of peace." "Before this finale it is probable that man will suffer some kind of chastisement by God due to the sin and cold hearts. But we're not facing the end of the world, not as some crazy men are saying. We're going toward the Triumph of the Immaculate Heart."

The video was dispensed by a group that staunchly insists three consecrations by the Vatican have not been valid responses to the request of the Virgin, who in 1917 had said, "When you see a night illumined by an unknown light, know that this is the great sign given you by God that he is about to punish the world for its crimes, by means of war, famine, and persecutions of the Church and of the Holy Father. To prevent this, I shall come to ask for the Consecration of Russia to my Immaculate Heart, and the Communion of reparation on the First Saturdays.

"If my requests are heeded, Russia will be converted, and there will be peace; if not, she will spread her errors throughout the world, causing wars and persecutions of the Church. The good will be martyred; the Holy Father will have much to suffer; various nations will be annihilated. In the end, my Immaculate Heart will triumph. The Holy Father will consecrate Russia to me, and she shall be converted, and a period of peace will be granted to the world."

How a request meant to forestall what turned out to be World War Two is still relevant and is a matter of debate. The tragic war is now a chapter in history.

Sister Lucia said in the 1990s that we were currently in a "period of peace" due to the fall of Communism in the late 1980s and early 1990s. Others dispute that -- among them, it seems, Father Amorth (a proponent also of Medjugorje). He believes that by 1984 Russia had not yet completed its dispersal of errors.
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