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“Fifty Shades of Grey” is pure porn
Grey is the devil’s favorite color
Even many Catholics dismiss Fifty Shades of Grey as harmless entertainment. They couldn’t be more wrong.
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Item/1516/grey_is_the_devils_favorite_color.aspx
By Teresa Tomeo, August 3, 2012
Editor's Note: This feature originally appeared on the CWR site on August 2, 2012. It is reposted here in advance of the release of the film based on the novel, 50 Shades of Grey. 

“Grey is the devil’s favorite color.” 
How I wish I could take credit for that powerful quote. However, it actually belongs to none other than philosopher, Catholic convert, author, and esteemed professor Dr. Peter Kreeft. A wise listener of mine sent me the Kreeft quote to help summarize the current obsession, and not just among the general public, with the Fifty Shades of Grey book trilogy. The fictional series written by E.L. James focuses on the sado-masochistic relationship between a young woman, Anastasia Steele, and her billionaire boyfriend, Christian Grey. It is so terribly raunchy it’s been dubbed “mommy porn” by secular critics and so graphic it’s described as yet one more example of “violence against women” by Dr. Drew Pinsky, TV host and popular relationship expert.
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Kreeft’s clever quip was not referring to Fifty Shades of Grey in particular, of course, but to moral relativism in general. You know the “We can do whatever we want with whom, whatever makes us happy or feel good” approach that in many ways has taken over our way of thinking, if you can even call that thinking. Book sales have reached the 30 million-plus mark. The movie rights have been sold for $5 million. The owners of a hotel in Great Britain have also decided that, out of the goodness of their hearts, they are replacing Gideon Bibles with Fifty Shades of Grey, because, well, some of their guests may be too shy to purchase the books or feel a little strange about reading them at home around family. So that’s just the type of thoughtful hotel proprietors they are. And in June E.L James signed the dotted line on a deal with an agency responsible for licensing and building the Fifty Shades brand, a brand that is expected to include lingerie, perfume, and even bedroom furniture and linens mostly targeted at adult women. 
Here’s another quote that comes to mind, and this one is from P.T Barnum: “There is a sucker born every minute.”

So what does all of this have to do with Christianity, or, more specifically, Catholic Christians? Well unfortunately, as I have learned over the months since Fifty Shades hit the book shelves and Amazon.com, quite a few of those suckers are sitting next to you and me in the pews in your local Catholic parish. 
You might be thinking that, when it comes to Catholics, this trash has been picked up only by the types who tend to frequent a church once in a while. Au contraire. Try this one on for size. Among those contacting me after I conducted several radio interviews on the Fifty Shades phenomenon was a pastor at a large parish in the Midwest. This priest had been doing his best to teach on the damaging impact of pornography and thought one of the ways to get his parishioners attention would be to utilize the computerized lawn sign in front of the church. After hearing me mention the Peter Kreeft quote on the air, he incorporated it into his message. That prompted quite a Facebook discussion among some of his parishioners who were—you guessed it—gobbling up the books. Mind you, according to this priest, these were active parishioners, not your Christmas-and-Easter-only types. At one point they apparently said that they thought it would be “funny” to take a picture next to the sign and post that on Facebook. The pastor also told me some of these same members of his congregation went so far as to say the books saved their marriages.

Granted, while these women were apparently active in their parish in terms of attendance, tithing, etc., we don’t know the extent of their theological understanding of the faith or how well they practice Church teaching beyond the basics. Surely those Catholics who take the time to listen to Catholic radio, or are very involved in active ministry such as pro-life causes, would never waste their time or money on such garbage, would they? Yes, they would, and quite frankly, they are. 

Probably one of the most startling emails I received was from a regular listener who told me she has been out on the frontlines teaching about the many problems presented by the HHS mandate, as well as promoting the Church teachings regarding artificial contraception and abortion. She spoke of herself as a pro-life activist who loved the Church. She was so disappointed that I was claiming the books were unsuitable reading. 

“What everyone needs to remember is this is fiction and fun reading. It doesn’t make me any less Catholic or diminish my morals or any less interested in the battles of our Church and the country,” she wrote.

Are you kidding me? And yes, I did ask her that very question. 
In my email response I also wondered how reading about a woman being whipped and blindfolded, among other things, by an abusive and deeply disturbed male character constitutes fun reading. I also questioned how she could on the one hand teach about the mandate along with the fallout of contraception and abortion, and on the other hand ingest and endorse pornographic material that was actually promoting exactly that which she claims to be fighting against. She was basically counteracting her own efforts. What part of this didn’t she understand? Quite a lot, apparently. It’s probably no surprise that I never received a response. Nor was there a response from yet another woman who claimed I would lose her listenership if I didn’t stop speaking out against poor misunderstood Christian Grey. After all, it was just entertainment. I guess both of these women forgot that the Church couldn’t possibly be any clearer in terms of the teaching on this little thing called pornography—something serious enough to be described as a serious offense, as stated in paragraph 2354 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church: 

Pornography consists in removing real or simulated sexual acts from the intimacy of the partners, in order to display them deliberately to third parties. It offends against chastity because it perverts the conjugal act, the intimate giving of spouses to each other. It does grave injury to the dignity of its participants (actors, vendors, and the public), since each one becomes an object of base pleasure and illicit profit for others. It immerses all who are involved in the illusion of a fantasy world. It is a grave offense. Civil authorities should prevent the production and distribution of pornographic materials.

I guess I shouldn’t be stunned at the mental hoops some people, even those who claim to be faithful Catholics, will jump through in order to justify something as bad as this trilogy. After all, years of research on media influence shows how so many Americans, Catholic or not, have simply been catechized by the culture. I’ve published several books on the topic, for crying out loud, but it still breaks my heart. And as a result of years of desensitization, as Dr. Peter Kleponis explains, many have been led into a grey area, so to speak, when it comes to recognizing this kind of stuff for what it really is—pure porn. Kleponis is a Catholic therapist and author of the book The Pornography Epidemic:  A Catholic Approach (Women of Grace, $10.99). He writes:

When people think of porn they usually think of a visual image such as a photo or a video. They don’t realize literature can be pornographic. Words can paint very vivid pictures in our minds just as damaging as visual pornography. This is what Fifty Shades of Grey does. …

Also, many Catholics see nothing wrong with pornography. They have adopted the mainstream belief that it’s just adult entertainment and that everyone does it. This makes it seem acceptable to them. They are unaware of the damage it is causing. This type of material can do more harm in the long-run. People need to realize that a healthy relationship cannot be built on exciting (and sometimes dangerous) sex.

So much for the fun-reading factor, wouldn’t you say? But it’s not all gloom and doom. As St. Paul tells us in Romans 5:20, “where sin abounds, grace abounds all the more.” E.L. James may be responsible for bringing the topic of porn along with the issue of the objectification of women out of the closet and smack in the center of badly needed discussion in the Catholic world and elsewhere. So keep talking. Keep blogging, and keeping referring those in your circle of influences to solid resources including the teachings of the Catholic Church. The paragraphs in the catechism pertaining to chastity, beginning with paragraph 2337, are very helpful and don’t require any advanced theology degrees. 
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The Pontifical Council for Social Communications also has a great document, Pornography and Violence in the Communications Media: A Pastoral Response. Although it was released in 1989 before the onslaught of sexual content so prevalent in the culture today, it is still filled with wisdom and insight on how to deal with the growing plague of porn.

If we see everything as grey then we fail to recognize objective truth.  As Dr. Kreeft reminds us, the Church is the bright light that shows us the true colors of Fifty Shades and other influences vying for our attention and ultimately our souls.
Many of the 143 comments left by readers are worth reading.
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Fifty Shades author E.L. James

Fifty Shades of Grey is a 2011 erotic romance novel by British author E. L. James. It is the first instalment in the Fifty Shades trilogy that traces the deepening relationship between a college graduate, Anastasia Steele, and a young business magnate, Christian Grey. It is notable for its explicitly erotic scenes featuring elements of sexual practices involving bondage/discipline, dominance/submission, and sadism/masochism (BDSM). Originally self-published as an ebook and a print-on-demand, publishing rights were acquired by Vintage Books in March 2012.
Fifty Shades of Grey has topped best-seller lists around the world, selling over 125 million copies worldwide by June 2015. It has been translated into 52 languages, and set a record in the United Kingdom as the fastest-selling paperback of all time. Critical reception of the book, however, has tended towards the negative, with the quality of its prose generally seen as poor. Universal Pictures and Focus Features produced a film adaptation, which was released on 13 February 2015 and also received generally unfavourable reviews.

The second and third volumes of the trilogy, Fifty Shades Darker and Fifty Shades Freed, were published in 2012. Grey: Fifty Shades of Grey as Told by Christian, a version of Fifty Shades of Grey being told from Christian's point of view, was published in June 2015.

On 1 August 2012, Amazon UK announced that it had sold more copies of Fifty Shades of Grey than it had the entire Harry Potter series combined, making E. L. James its best-selling author, replacing J. K. Rowling, though worldwide the Harry Potter series sold more than 450 million copies compared with Fifty Shades of Grey's sales of 60 million copies.

In April 2012, when E. L. James was listed as one of Time magazine's "100 Most Influential People in the World"

There has also been criticism against the fact that BDSM is part of the book. Archbishop Dennis Schnurr of Cincinnati said in an early February 2015 letter, "The story line is presented as a romance; however, the underlying theme is that bondage, dominance, and sadomasochism are normal and pleasurable."
Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fifty_Shades_of_Grey 

Fifty Shades of Grey is an ‘assault on marriage’, say bishops
http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2015/02/12/fifty-shades-of-grey-is-an-assault-on-marriage-say-bishops/
February 12, 2015
The new movie Fifty Shades of Grey is “a direct assault on Christian marriage and on the moral and spiritual strength of God’s people”, the Archbishop of Cincinnati has told priests in his archdiocese.

“We need to inform our people about the destructive message of this movie and to highlight the beauty of God’s design for loving relationships between a husband and a wife in the bond of marriage,” Archbishop Dennis Schnurr said in an early February letter. “The story line is presented as a romance; however, the underlying theme is that bondage, dominance, and sadomasochism are normal and pleasurable,” he added.

Archbishop Schnurr’s letter echoed the sentiment expressed by several Catholic and other religious leaders and organizations that have criticised the film, which arrives in cinemas on Friday.

It is based on the first book in a trilogy by E L James that features an erotic and sadomasochistic story line about a young college student who agrees to become a sex slave to a business tycoon.

The chairman of the US bishops’ Committee on Laity, Marriage, Family Life and Youth in a letter to his fellow bishops urged them to alert Catholics to such an objectionable film, which he said is being promoted as a romantic story but is a “graphic portrayal of a young woman agreeing to be abused and degraded in a sexual relationship”. “Remind the faithful of the beauty of the Church’s teaching on the gift of sexual intimacy in marriage, the great dignity of women, and the moral reprehensibility of all domestic violence and sexual exploitation,” wrote Bishop Richard Malone of Buffalo, New York.

John Mulderig, a film critic at the US Catholic News Service, wrote that Fifty Shades – about Anastasia Steele, a “socially awkward” college student who becomes involved with an “intimidating business tycoon” named Christian Grey – has “a pornographically narrow focus and a potentially dangerous message”. The couple’s “uncommitted pleasure” displaces a spiritual union “for the sake of a disordered exchange of possession and surrender”, Mr. Mulderig wrote.

The CNS classification is classification is O – morally offensive. The Motion Picture Association of America rating is R – restricted. Under 17-year-olds require an accompanying parent or adult guardian.

In mid-January when the MPAA announced the film would have an “R” rating, Morality in Media criticised that decision, saying the rating “severely undermines the violent themes in the film and does not adequately inform parents and patrons of the film’s content”.

The story of “a childlike, mousey young woman” becoming the “target of a powerful, intimidating, older man … glamorises and legitimatises violence against women”, the organisation said in a statement.

It warned women “lining up to see this film” that “there is nothing empowering about whips and chains or humiliation and torture. Women as a group will not gain power by collaborating with violent men.”

Founded in 1962, Morality in Media describes itself as the leading national organisation opposing pornography and indecency by educating the public and urging vigorous enforcement of the law.

“The contrast between the message of Fifty Shades of Grey and God’s design for self-giving and self-sacrificing love, marriage and sexual intimacy could not be greater,” said the Religious Alliance Against Pornography in its statement criticising the film. The movie’s main message, the alliance said, is that “bondage, dominance and sadomasochism are normal and pleasurable.”

In the Diocese of Sioux City, Iowa, Bishop Walker Nickless issued a memo to priests and deacons, speaking out strongly against the book and movie.

“This book is a vile and vicious piece of pornography of the worst sort, promoting not merely promiscuity and marital infidelity, but also violent and degrading views of and sexual behaviour against women,” he said.

Bishop Nickless particularly pointed to the immorality of pornography, “its objectification of both men and women”.

“When that objectification is combined with masochism and other forms of violence in the sexual act, as in this case of Fifty Shades of Grey, the harm it does to women, and thus also to families and children, is immensely greater,” he said.

Bishop Nickless applauded clergy who have already preached about the book and movie “for their pastoral energy, awareness, and initiative”.

“I encourage all of you to help me to share, again and again, the truths of God’s plan for marriage and family, and the grave harm that pornography does to women and children, and likewise to those who use it,” he said. “We must not be silent in the face of such debilitating cultural mores, but bring the saving light and grace and truth of our Lord to those who need it most.”

In Virginia, a week before the premiere of Fifty Shades, the Arlington Catholic Herald diocesan newspaper had a ticket giveaway for a showing of Old Fashioned, described as a wholesome romance about a former frat boy and a free-spirited woman who embark on an old-fashioned courtship in contemporary America.

The tickets were provided by Carmel Communications.

“Going up against big-budget, blockbuster competition that offers a dark take on love, Old Fashioned puts romance and respect in the heart of relationships,” producer Nathan Nazario said in a statement. He said audiences were responding to the movie’s “simple message that chivalry is not dead, and real love is worth waiting for.”

Teresa Tomeo, an author and syndicated Catholic talk radio host, noted that the Fifty Shades of Grey book trilogy “continues to bring in the big bucks – breaking book sale records wherever the ‘mommy porn’ fictional novels are available.” The film, she said, was also “expected to be a cash cow at the box office.”

“Women make up the majority of this particular and very sad market and, unfortunately, also can’t seem to get enough reminders of the abusive relationship between Christian Grey and Anastasia Steele,” Tomeo wrote in a widely circulated commentary.

Women are “snatching up” all manner of accessories tied to the books and film, she noted. “So far the collection features everything from candles, bed sheets, earrings, chokers and bracelets in the form of handcuffs.”

The Catholic Church in its teaching “couldn’t be clearer when it comes to why pornography, any type of porn, is a grave offence”, she said, adding that “secular family study experts are now agreeing that pornography poses great danger to women and to relationships in general. It’s unhealthy in a myriad of ways – physically, emotionally and spiritually.

“It is also highly hypocritical to cry foul when cases of abuse involving actions similar to those exhibited in Fifty Shades … make headlines,” she added. “We can’t have it both ways.”
