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                                                                                 MAY 22, 2017
Forgiveness and Mercy


“Not to oppose error is to approve it, and not to defend the truth is to suppress it” - Pope St. Felix III

NOTE: In this report I may occasionally use bold print, italics, CAPS, or word underlining for emphasis. These will be my personal emphasis and not that of the source that I am quoting. Any footnote preceded by a number in (parenthesis) is my personal library numbering system.
By Ron Smith
Q: Are we required to forgive people who we believe have ‘wronged’ us and show mercy towards them?

A: YES.

Notes: This report will be lengthy. I identify my footnotes differently than the commonly acceptable English grammar method to make it easy for readers to easily find the quote in the source documents. Where a source document has an Imprimatur and Nihil Obstat this means that Holy Church has found it free from errors in faith or morals and allows it to be printed. The Catechisms of the Catholic Church that I quote from are accurate collections of all Dogmas and Doctrines of the Church that all Catholics are required to obey and practice under penalty of sin. To new readers I advise that I lack the credentials to offer valid opinions of my own so all of my answers are from sources from Holy Church and other Church accepted writings. Let us begin! Comments or questions – e-mail me!

Central Message of this Report


“I give you a new commandment: love one another. As I have loved you, so you also should love one another. This is how all will know you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
 “Commandment: A command: edict; to direct with authority, give orders.”

I give the advice within this report because it is not interfering in the business of others but because IT IS EXPECTED OF ALL OF US AS A SPIRITUAL ACT OF MERCY. “The works of mercy are charitable actions by which we come to the aid of our neighbor in his spiritual and bodily necessities. Instructing, advising, consoling, comforting are spiritual works of mercy, as are forgiving and bearing wrongs patiently. The corporal works of mercy consist especially in feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, clothing the naked, visiting the sick and imprisoned, and burying the dead. Among all these, giving alms to the poor is one of the chief witnesses to fraternal charity. It is also a work of justice pleasing to God.”
 “The fruits of charity are joy, peace, and mercy; charity demands beneficence and FRATERNAL CORRECTION; it is benevolence; it fosters reciprocity and remains disinterested and generous; it is friendship and communion: Love is itself the fulfillment of all our works. There is the goal; that is why we run: we run toward it, and once we reach it, in it we shall find rest.”
 “The spiritual works of mercy are: (1) TO INSTRUCT THE IGNORANT; (2) To counsel the doubtful; (3) To admonish sinners; (4) To bear wrongs patiently; (5) To FORGIVE OFFENSES WILLINGLY; (6) 

To comfort the afflicted; 
(7) To pray for the living and the dead. The doing of works of mercy is not merely a matter of exalted counsel; 
THERE IS AS WELL A STRICT PRECEPT IMPOSED BOTH BY THE NATURAL AND DIVINE LAW ENJOINING THEIR PERFORMANCE. That the natural law enjoins works of mercy is based upon the principle that we are to do to others as we would have them do to us. THE DIVINE PLAN IS SET FORTH IN THE MOST STRINGENT TERMS BY CHRIST, AND THE FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH IT IS VISITED WITH THE EXTREME PENALTY OF ETERNAL DAMNATION.”
 “Then He shall say to them also that shall be on His left hand: Depart from me, you cursed, into everlasting fire which was prepared for the devil and his angels.”
 “Enjoining: to direct with authority and emphasis; command.”
 I cannot over emphasize what Holy Church teaches EMPHATICALLY on our duty to forgive and be merciful under the risk of the ultimate penalty of the damnation of our soul! “Children, in turn, contribute the growth in holiness of their parents. EACH AND EVERYONE SHOULD BE GENEROUS AND TIRELESS IN FORGIVING ONE ANOTHER FOR OFFENSES, QUARRELS, INJUSTICES AND NEGLECT. Mutual affection suggests this. THE CHARITY OF CHRIST DEMANDS IT.”
 “Here (within the family) one learns fraternal love, generous – even repeated – forgiveness.”

I am glad you behave like my true daughter. Be always merciful as I am merciful. Love everyone out of love for Me, even your greatest enemies, so that My mercy may be fully reflected in your heart.”
 “The prayer most pleasing to Me (Jesus) is prayer for the conversion of sinners. Know, my daughter, that THIS PRAYER IS ALWAYS HEARD AND ANSWERED.”

 “From the Sermon on the Mount onwards, Jesus insists on conversion of heart: reconciliation with ones brother before presenting an offering on the altar, love of enemies and prayers for persecutors, etc., prayerful forgiveness from the depths of the heart, etc.”

“Faith is a supernatural gift of God which enables us to believe without doubting whatever God has revealed. I MUST BELIEVE WHATEVER GOD HAS REVEALED because God is the Very Truth and can neither deceive nor be deceived.”
 Did you ever wonder what happens if you deny one article of faith, such as refusing to forgive someone? “Should a Catholic be so unfortunate as contumaciously to deny a single article of faith, or to withdraw from the communion of his legitimate pastors, he ceases to be a member of the Church, and is cut off like a withered branch.”
 “Contumacious: Obstinately disobedient, rebellious, insubordinate.”
 What does Christ say about those who will not believe (doctrine taught by Holy Church)? “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he that believeth NOT shall be condemned.”

“The Church is considered the family of God, and rules exist to protect that family as a whole as well as the individual members. Specifically, Catholics are obligated to follow the divine laws of God, the natural moral law, Church law (also known as canon law), etc.”
 
“According to the Church's command, "after having attained the age of discretion, each of the faithful is bound by an obligation faithfully to confess serious sins at least once a year. ANYONE WHO IS AWARE OF HAVING COMMITTED A MORTAL SIN MUST NOT RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION, EVEN IF HE EXPERIENCES DEEP CONTRITION, WITHOUT HAVING FIRST RECEIVED SACRAMENTAL ABSOLUTION, unless he has a grave reason for receiving Communion and there is no possibility of going to confession. Children must go to the sacrament of Penance before receiving Holy Communion for the first time.”
 “To him therefore who knoweth to do good, and does not, to him it is a sin.”
 Jesus tells us to be like Him. “But according to Him that hath called you, who is holy, be you also in all manner of conversation holy: You shall be holy, for I am holy.”

“As Christ has been merciful, so the faithful are mandated to exercise compassion to others, forgiving – in the words of Jesus – seventy times seven times.”
 “Then came Peter unto Him and said: Lord how often shall my brother offend against me, and I forgive him?, till seven times? 
Jesus saith to him: I say not to thee till seven times; but will seventy times seven times.” 

	


“We must remember that forgiveness is a decision.... it is definitely not a feeling. 

I've never experienced a case of the "warm fuzzies" after choosing to forgive someone. God asks us to forgive. We may still have feelings of dislike and anger even after we forgive, but we must forgive. Entrust your hurts and your emotions to Jesus. It's not uncommon to have to pray for the grace to transcend the pain. Holding on to the bitterness and hurt is a type of ‘pseudo power’.... all it does is bind you up....physically, mentally & spiritually... it does absolutely nothing to help the situation that caused the pain! Let It GO! If you're hurting, can I ask that you not only forgive... but write down the names of those who have wounded you? I want you to ask Jesus to give a blessing to each of them. Yes, I know it's hard...but forgiveness always brings healing. Sometimes that healing doesn't come right away because forgiveness is a process. Persevere and keep praying...I will pray for you, too. Entrust your hurts and your emotions to Jesus. It's not uncommon to have to pray for the grace to transcend the pain.” 
 
For years I have driven by a Greek Orthodox Church on my way to Holy Mass. They are not in communion with the Catholic Church but they have a valid Eucharist which they reserve in their tabernacle. Jesus in the Eucharist is always waiting for us to ask Him for His help. So, each time I drive past this church I ask the Eucharistic Christ to send his blessings and gifts onto certain people I am praying for at that time. “Beloved, if God so loved us, we also must love one another.”
 “This is the commandment we have from Him: WHOEVER LOVES GOD MUST ALSO LOVE HIS BROTHER.”
 “Whoever says he is in the light, yet hates his brother, is still in the darkness. Whoever loves his brother remains in the light, and there is nothing in him to cause a fall. Whoever hates his brother is in darkness; he walks in darkness and does not know where he is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes.”

Many years ago during my law enforcement career I was the Chief Deputy of the Sheriff’s Office. I was on-call every third weekend for any emergency that occurred. Just before Christmas I got a call of a deranged gunman having taken a three month old baby hostage on a dead-end street. The baby was in his truck next to him and he had a high powered rifle sticking out the driver’s window. He threatened to shoot anyone who tried to stop him. He was very ‘high’ on cocaine and alcohol. When I arrived on-scene the Sheriff called me via radio and told me this guy was backing out of his driveway; that I was not to allow him to pass my position – PERIOD! I only had seconds to come up with a plan. I had a deputy place his cruiser across the road and stand behind it with a shotgun. I hid behind a pine tree at road’s edge. The guy slowed way down and tried to drive around the cruiser on my side of the road. He momentarily stalled out (or did God send an angel to stall the truck?). In this split second I jumped through the driver’s window half way grabbing and throwing the rifle behind me. I pushed the baby in the infant basket to the passenger door and engaged this guy in combat. Somehow I pulled him out of the truck and we went down into a drainage ditch into freezing water and snow. The guy was huge; about 6’6” tall and around 230 pounds. I was able to get him cuffed up and arrested. As I was battling him in the truck cab a deputy got to the passenger door and I told him to secure the baby, which he did. This guy was placed in jail with several felony charges. My tooth was broken during the fight. 

Several months later I was in my new job as Chief of Police of an affluent community. I got a call from a judge’s bailiff telling me the guy was up for sentencing. He said this judge did not like lawmen being assaulted and that if I wished, he would give him a stiff sentence. I told the bailiff I needed to think it over and that I would call him back. From what I had experienced, the average lawman would have had much anger and a desire for a stiff penalty. I prayed on the matter. I heard in my prayer – mercy, mercy! “Take no revenge and cherish no grudge against your fellow countrymen. You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
 I called the bailiff back and told him to tell the judge that I forgave the man and to give him the most lenient sentence permissible under law. Instead of a sentence to the penitentiary, the judge sentenced the man to about 6 months of weekends only in the county jail. “And His commandment is this: we should believe in the name of His son, Jesus Christ, and love one another just as He commanded us. Those who keep His commandments remain in Him, and He in them, and the way we know He remains in us is from the Spirit that He gave us.”
 “
When you stand to pray, forgive anyone against whom you have a grievance, so that your heavenly Father may in turn forgive you your transgressions.”
 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.”

This report is not meant to be about me but I want to use one more case as an example of mercy. One morning I was reviewing police reports from the previous 24 hours. The previous evening one of our officers saw a woman staggering drunkenly through a parking lot. Our officer approached her and told her she could not drive in that condition and to ‘sleep it off’. The officer parked nearby and kept the lady’s car under watch. In a few minutes, the lady drove off weaving all over the road. The officer pursued and the lady ran at high speeds. In the next community she went off the road and rolled her car. She was not wearing seatbelts, was thrown from the car and had her spine severed at the waist. This made her a permanent paraplegic. She was life flighted to a hospital in Cleveland where she underwent several surgeries. 

I learned that she had been a working street prostitute, drug addict and alcoholic. I called the hospital to check up on her because we needed more personal information to complete our investigation. I spoke to a nun-nurse who was caring for her. She said the lady was clinging to life. She said she had not received a single visitor, phone call or card. Further, Welfare had taken custody of her three boys from unknown fathers. 

I decided I would visit this woman and I got an idea! I called the nun-principal at a Catholic School and briefed her on the case. I asked if she could have a few students make this woman a few cards to cheer her up. She agreed and told me to pick them up the next day. What I picked up was shocking – a large box filled to the brim with cards, banners and posters from every kid in the school and the staff members. As I drove to the hospital I could not resist opening a few cards (all from elementary students) to see what they were saying to this woman. One little girl said, Don’t worry because we are praying for you and God listens to us kids”. Another child said, “I’m fasting for you so that you will get better”. Yet another said, “I am offering my masses up for you”. I would be lying if I said that I did not shed a few tears. 

I got to her room. She was conscience but almost unresponsive because of all of her medications. I tried to make her aware of the box of cards but ‘she was out of it’ so I put them in her locker. I asked her if I could pray over her. I prayed and left, somewhat disappointed. 

Now God’s divine timing comes into play. My wife, children and I prayed the rosary for her for a few weeks and eventually forgot about her. Several months later I got a call from the sister who had the kids make the cards. She said this woman was coming to their school and wanted to thank everyone in assembly. She asked if I would like to attend to hear what she had to say. I attended. The lady came in via a wheelchair. She gave a beautiful presentation against drugs and alcohol and remaining pure. She thanked the children for their cards. She went on to say (without revealing her former vocation) that when she found she was paralyzed and could not work again and her children had been taken from her and she was abandoned by her family, she decided to take her own life. Being a drug addict she knew what medications to save up to do the job. On the day that she had enough meds saved to ‘do the job’ she said some policeman came in and prayed over her. She said she then decided to postpone ‘it’ until another day. The nun-nurse came in to check on her. She commented that she had never seen a patient get so many cards before. The lady said she did not know what she was talking about. The nun realized she had not yet seen the cards and brought them from her locker and placed them on the bed. This lady said she stayed up all day reading every card and poster and crying her eyes out. She said she thanked God for such a caring gift and turned her life over to Jesus.

Jesus instantly healed her of everything but her paralysis, including her drug addiction and alcoholism. When she got out of the hospital she began to attend AA meetings to insure she did not return to alcohol. A contractor heard her testimony at AA, particularly about her children. He told her he had the bottom of a 2 story house completely renovated and that she could have it for whatever rent welfare would pay. She looked at the house but decided she could not take it because it needed a rather long wheelchair ramp to enter. 

Another Godincidence! Several years before I had attended some charismatic functions and various speakers said that God had a job for everyone to do. I was reading the newspaper just before Christmas and a woman had a ‘Christmas wish’ for an outdoor wheelchair ramp to get her daughter in/out of the house. I had never built a ramp before but I was an able carpenter. I thought I could get enough material together from donations so I contacted her and built it. This led to many more free ramps in N/E Ohio over the next several years. You can see how this story ends – I built her a free ramp, digging post holes in frozen ground in January close to Lake Erie. The last I heard of this lady, she got her children back, moved into the house and was attending college to become a social worker hoping to help people such as herself! 

A proper ending to this report is this scripture: “Then the scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery and made her stand in the middle. They said to Him, ‘Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery. Now in the law, Moses commanded us to stone such a woman. So what do you say’? They said this to test Him so that they could have some charge to bring against Him. Jesus bent down and began to write on the ground with His finger. But when they continued asking Him, He straightened up and said to them, ‘Let the one among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.’ Again He bent down and wrote on the ground. And in response, they went away one by one, beginning with the elders. So He was left alone with the woman before Him. Then Jesus straightened up and said to her, ‘Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?’ She replied, No one, sir’. Then Jesus said, ‘Neither do I condemn you. Go, and from now on do not sin anymore’.”

AMEN!
This report prepared on May 11, 2017, by Ronald Smith, 11701 Maplewood Road, Chardon, Ohio 44024-8482, E-mail: <hfministry@roadrunner.com>. Readers may copy and distribute this report as desired to anyone as long as the content is not altered and it is copied in its entirety. In this little ministry I do free Catholic and occult related research and answer your questions. Questions are answered in this format with detailed footnotes on all quotes. If you have a question(s), please submit it to this land mail or e-mail address. Answers are usually forthcoming within one week. PLEASE NOTIFY ME OF ANY ERRORS THAT YOU MAY OBSERVE!  Send a note if you want to be on my e-mail list.

† Let us recover by penance what we have lost by sin †
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