FREEMASONRY
Are Masons Christians?

                                                                                                                      MARCH 2011/JULY 2013
Q:

 Hi, Ron! I'm sure you're very busy but when you have time would you share with me why the Freemasons are not Christian? It's my understanding that they use ancient Egyptian incantations (sp?). Someone dear to me believes they are Christian and I know that they are not. May the Lord bless all your works! In Jesus through Mother Mary, Judith Smedley, Portland, OH

A:

 There is quite a bit written by Holy Church regarding Freemasonry. I will limit my response in this report to your particular question: Are Masons Christians? So that you understand where the Holy Catholic Church is coming from in condemning Masonry, a general statement is in order. The Catholic Church exists to assist Jesus in saving our souls and getting us to heaven. Holy Church does not make a habit of condemning people or organizations. Holy Church will only admonish a person or an organization that is involved in mortal sin for the purpose of helping the individual(s) involved to repent and convert.

"Christian: The designation of believers in Christ."
 
Christians are then more identifiable by their study of and practice of: "Christian Doctrine: Those teachings that are considered applicable to all Christians for leading a Christian life. By Christian doctrine, the whole person, body, mind and soul, is developed according to the norms of reason and revelation with the help of God’s grace, in order to prepare the Christian for a happy and useful life here and for eternal happiness in the life to come."
 
Central to the order of the lives of Catholic and Protestant Christians is obedience to the Ten Commandments. "Commandments of God: The Decalogue, the 'Ten Words' given by God to Moses on Mt. Sinai, are considered to be the divinely instituted ordinances concerning the requirements of true worship and morality, The Commandments of God articulate what is required for the attainment of human fulfillment and union with God. They are constituted by the covenant, giving material content to the covenantal demand for human fidelity and worship."

Masons are of the belief that a person’s belief in God and obedience to Him is a 'personal option'; you can choose to believe or not believe. Hence the conflict that separates Masons from being Christians. "Masonry is founded on Naturalism. That means that human nature and human reason are supreme, and that there are no truths revealed by God that men are bound to believe. The Naturalist denies the authority of the Catholic Church as God’s Voice upon earth and against that Church the hatred of Naturalism is chiefly claimed. Following the tenants of Naturalism, Masonry advocates the complete exclusion of the Church from any civic influence, banns all cooperation between Church and State, and relegates religion and the Church to the realm of private and personal life."
 
"If the candidate for Masonry is not required to abjure his religion, this is not done out of reverence for religion, but to teach the great modern error that religion is a matter of indifference and that all religions are alike. Naturalism denies the existence of God, the spirituality and immortality of the human soul, truths which may be learned by the light of reason alone. Following this error, Masonry allows its votaries to accept the existence of God or to reject it. The Supreme Architect of the universe, the Masonic term for God, may mean anything or nothing. With this basic truth of God’s existence weakened, all other truths that human reason can arrive at soon disappear; namely that God created all things, that His Providence rules the universe, that the soul does not die but is destined for an eternal life. With the vanishing of these truths, private and public morality disappear. For they are the foundation on which all morality rests. Remove God from human life and there is no motive for right living, no meaning to justice or injustice."

"Freemasonry’s religious tone has brought it into conflict with almost all the main branches of Christianity."
 
As early as 1738, Pope Clement XII condemned Freemasonry and forbade Catholics to join Masonic lodges. Similar condemnations were promulgated by Benedict XIV, Pius VII and Leo XIII culminating in the proscription of Freemasonry by the 1917 Code of Canon Law (Canon 2335)."
 
"Scarcely 20 years after the organization of modern Masonry in 1717, Pope Clement XII forbade membership in the lodge, and since then seven other popes have warned the faithful against the dangers of Masonic naturalism to the Christian faith. The Roman Catholic Church prohibits its members from joining any form of Freemasonry."

Holy Church continues to this day to condemn Freemasonry and forbids Catholics to become members thereof! "Therefore the Church’s negative judgement in regard to Masonic associations remains unchanged since their principals have always been considered irreconcilable with the doctrine of the Church and therefore membership in them remains forbidden. The faithful who enroll in Masonic associations are in a state of grave sin and may not receive Holy Communion. (my emphasis)"

"For hundreds of millions of Roman Catholics and Eastern Orthodox, and tens of millions of Protestants, the choice is clear. They may follow the admonition of their churches and avoid the lodge, or they may join the Masonic lodge and thereby reject the spiritual direction of their pope, bishops, or church leaders. If they follow the latter path, the churches recognize their divided allegiance by various penalties ranging from a reprimand to denial of full participation in the church to expulsion."

I hope this has adequately answered your question. If I can be of further help, please ask. My 'charge' for this report: Please say one Hail Mary for me – thank you!

This report prepared on August 2, 2005 by Ronald Smith, 11701 Maplewood Road, Chardon, Ohio 44024-8482, E-mail: hfministry@roadrunner.com. Readers may copy and distribute this report as desired, without restrictions in number, as long as the content is not altered and is copied in its entirety. 

† Let us recover by penance what we have lost by sin †

SOME ENQUIRIES/CORRESPONDENCE ON FREEMASONRY WITH THIS MINISTRY
1. From: johnsalza@scripturecatholic.com To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2006 7:51 PM
Michael, thank you for your wonderful ministry. It is a great service to expose the darkness of the New Age. You may be interested to know that I am releasing a book on Freemasonry this September called Masonry Unmasked. Freemasonry also inculcates many of the New Age ideologies. May God bless you this Holy Week. John
From: johnsalza@scripturecatholic.com To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Thursday, April 13, 2006 7:40 PM      

Michael, Our Sunday Visitor is my publisher. I released The Biblical Basis for the Catholic faith last year (2005). Masonry Unmasked will be out in September, 2006. I will also have a book on the papacy coming out in 2007, and am working on a book on the Eucharist for 2008. You may contact the publisher at 1.800.348.2440 or visit their website at www.osv.com. 
Masonry Unmasked will be helpful to your patrons because it is written from a Catholic perspective, unlike the four books you mentioned which are written by Protestants, most of whom are anti-Catholic. God bless you, your family, and your ministry. John SEE PAGES 66ff.
From: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net To: johnsalza@scripturecatholic.com 

Dear John, Thank you. Since you must be quite authoritative on Freemasonry among Catholics, may I
clarify some issues with you?
1. Someone posted me these photocopied pages of a book. Chapter 12, pages 114 through 127, "Self-Imposed Curses". Freemasonry is discussed on pages 123-127. The title of the book is not given. 
The footnote 10 on page 125 reads: "Anyone interested in a comprehensive study of this subject (Freemasonry) is referred to the book Freemasonry: An Interpretation by Martin L. Wagner [obtainable from HRT Ministries, Box 12, Newtinville, N.Y. 12128-0012]." If you know the author / publication details of this book, could you please let me know?
2. Also in my archives, photocopied pages, "Freemason decrees for the destruction of the Catholic Church".
Point No 1 starts thus, "Remove St. Michael…" There are 33 such points. Know anything about it?
3. Another two photocopied pages under the title "Masons". This material appears to be the concerned with the "prophecies" of the false seer Veronica Leuken of "Our Lady of the Roses", Bayside, NY. The pages provide a list of 125 Catholic clergy "of a list of Masons and is reprinted exactly as printed in the July 1976 Bulletin de L'Occident Chretien Nr. 12 (Directeur Pierre Fautrad a Fye- 72490 Bourg Le Roi)... Each man's name is followed by his position if known, the date he was initiated into Masonry, his code #, and his code name if known." At No.108 is the late Cardinal Leo Suenens of Belgium. 
Have you seen this list? Is this a genuine list? Angela & I wish you a Holy Easter. Michael

From: johnsalza@scripturecatholic.com To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Friday, April 14, 2006 9:49 PM

Michael, I read excerpts from Wagner's book years ago and recall it being accurate. I believe I even quote from his book at least once in my book. I have not read any of the other material that you sent me. However, I doubt that any Cardinal would be a Mason because, up until the new code of canon law was promulgated, Catholic Masons were subject to latae sententiae excommunication. Even under the 1983 code, Catholic Masons are subject to a number of canonical penalties including excommunication, depending on the facts and circumstances. If there are Masons in the church hierarchy, then they have infiltrated the Church in an effort to destroy her. That would not surprise me. The smoke of Satan has entered into the Church, and it is a Masonic ethos. My book will blow the cover off of this pan-religious satanic sect and show the world what it really is all about. God bless. John

From: johnsalza@scripturecatholic.com To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Cc: Fr. James Manjackal
Sent: Monday, May 01, 2006 10:31 PM Subject: Re: FREEMASONRY

Thanks for your email. My book on Freemasonry, called Masonry Unmasked: An Insider Reveals the Secrets of the Lodge, will be released this September, 2006, by Our Sunday Visitor. You may buy the book by going to their website at www.osv.com. I would check in August/September. Grace be with you. John Salza, USA
2. From: Fr. James Manjackal To: prabhu Sent: Monday, April 03, 2006 12:19 PM 

My dear Michael, How is your fight against Satan? Have you some matter about Freemasons, why Freemasonry is against the church? Please send it to me. Thank you. My love and blessings. Fr. James, Munich, Germany
3. From: prabhu  To: mervin_meg Sent: Monday, January 22, 2007 9:56 PM Subject: FROM MICHAEL
Dear Mervin, Thanks for telephoning. You promised me that you would write, but you didn't.
Could you tell me about the late Cardinal Suenens? You have shown that he was a Freemason, but what about his being the leader of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal for so many years?
Could you explain that and tell me some more? Michael 

REMINDER: From: prabhu To: mervin_meg Sent: Saturday, April 07, 2007 9:55 AM 
From: mervin lobo To: prabhu Sent: Monday, April 23, 2007 11:59 AM Subject: Cardinal Leo Suenens

Dear Michael,
Praise the Lord...was just filing my mail and came across your request. Mervin is sailing, and I think that he did send you something about Cardinal Leo Suenens. Anyway I am sending you something I have on him. Below in red is what it is said about Suenens. Scroll down the list of masons to his name. God Bless, Meg 
EXTRACT 108. Suenens, Leo. Cardinal. Title: Protector of the Church of St. Peter in Chains, outside Rome. Promotes Protestant Pentecostalism (Charismatics). 
Destroyed much Church dogma when he worked in 3 Sacred Congregations: 1) Propagation of the Faith; 2) Rites and Ceremonies in the Liturgy; 3) Seminaries. 
Date initiated into Masonry: 6-15-67
Code number: 21-64
Code name: LESU
Captain Mervin John Lobo of Mumbai has been circulating this information for years, both in print and email. He writes for charismatic magazines like Divine Voice and Vachanotsavam, Charisindia, Renewal Voice and Shalom Tidings. In January and February 2009, I wrote to the publishers of each of these magazines giving them the above information. None of them responded and they continue to publish his articles. [SEE PAGE 80]
4. From: Francisco Andrés Flores To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Saturday, January 26, 2008 11:09 AM 

Subject: question

Dear Michael Prabhu, I’m sorry for my English, I’m from Argentina and I want to ask you about the secret dark and malicious activities from Masonry and new age into the Church.  I know some situations here in young groups, and I want to know what really they are looking for. I really thank you for your help, Francisco         3.
From: prabhu To: Francisco Andrés Flores Cc: johnsalza@scripturecatholic.com 

Sent: Sunday, January 27, 2008 8:06 AM Subject: NEW AGE and FREEMASONRY

Dear Francisco, I thank you very much for writing to me.

To know more about New Age, I request you to please visit my website which is www.ephesians-511.net. 
I suppose that you speak Spanish, and there is only one report there which is written in Spanish about New Age in the Catholic Ashrams in India.

About Freemasonry, I suggest that you write to Mr. John Salza [johnsalza@scripturecatholic.com] who has written a book "Masonry Unmasked: An Insider Reveals the Secrets of the Lodge", or visit his publisher [Our Sunday Visitor]'s website at www.osv.com . 
Love and Prayers, Michael Prabhu, Chennai, India

From: Francisco Andrés Flores To: prabhu Sent: Monday, February 04, 2008 11:55 AM

Dear Michael: I really thank you for your answer. Here in Argentina I’m a member of "filocalia", a Catholic community of music and art. We will pray for you, your family and your work. Love and prayers! Francisco
5. From: PRIEST To: prabhu Sent: Thursday, June 19, 2008 2:29 PM Subject: Re: Vassula Ryden EDITED
Dear Michael, There are Priests, Bishops and Cardinals from the Vatican, who are Freemasons. [Rome]
6. From: prabhu To: Name Withheld, Bangalore Sent: Tuesday, January 13, 2009 10:37 AM 
Subject: FREEMASONRY

Thanks for calling me on the ‘phone last night … Attached three documents:

1. Yoga and Freemasonry http://www.masonicpaedia.org/showarticle.asp?id=13 [Re: Swami Vivekananda]
2. Freemasonry [compiled information from various sources]

3. Freemasonry - Suenens, sent to me by Capt Mervin John Lobo of Mumbai, and his wife. He writes for Divine Voice, Shalom and Vachanotsavam magazines. He circulates this information that Cardinal Suenens, leader of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal was a Freemason. 

7. From: A LEADER IN THE CHARISMATIC RENEWAL To: prabhu Sent: Friday, January 23, 2009 9:09 AM 
Subject: Re: CAPT. MERVIN JOHN LOBO

Dear Mike, The little I remember of Mervin can be termed as "odd".  Not seen him or heard of him in years.  

The list of persons/hierarchy involved with Freemasonry - wow - how did he get his hands on such a list.  What way does anyone have in ascertaining that the same is genuine/fabricated/concocted/something that Lefebvre’s people have done? If genuine, Suenens could never say "Jesus is Lord" or open the Church to the Holy Spirit. There will be some people you should not waste your time with. One of them is Mervin, from what you have written. From the looks of it he probably needs deep deliverance himself. Mumbai
8. From: A MUMBAI ARCHDIOCESAN PRIEST To: prabhu Sent: Friday, January 23, 2009 12:22 AM

Subject: Re: CAPT. MERVIN JOHN LOBO

Dear Mike, I do not know much about Cardinal Suenens but I definitely know much about this man Capt. Mervin and agree that there is something fishy and suspicious about him.

The church needs to be careful about him irrespective of his educational qualifications. Reasons: 1) type of company he keeps 2) pro-Lefebvre 3) abusive language 4) In the church but working against the church.
9. From: Lay person, Mumbai To: prabhu ; renewalvoice@yahoo.com 
Sent: Wednesday, February 25, 2009 8:24 AM Subject: RE: CAPT. MERVIN JOHN LOBO 

Dear Prabhu, Thanks for bringing this to my attention. He seemed odd and fanatical to me.
If I were you I would just leave him alone. I remember him forcing me to buy a book which was written against the church and I refused to. He freaked out because I did not agree to his pint of view. Such people are just not worth it. I delete his mails and don’t even glance thru them. 

10. From: Name Withheld, Kolkata To: prabhu Sent: Thursday, May 07, 2009 5:36 PM

Dear Michael, Pl can you send me any information about Freemasons. I am trying very hard to get [my husband] to leave them. Yes I did give him the two books that you sent, but I don’t know what he has done with them. What I meant is there anything new from the Vatican condemning Freemasons? He is coming around, on the verge of leaving Freemasonry and coming back to Jesus. I will pray for you. 
From: prabhu To: Name Withheld Sent: Tuesday, May 12, 2009 5:25 PM Subject: Re: FREEMASONRY

These are two good titles. I don't know where you will find them. 
Grand Orient Freemasonry Unmasked as the Secret Power behind Communism by Mgr. George E. Dillon. It was written around 1885 by an Irish priest and is very revealing.                                                  4.
Freemasonry and the Vatican by Vicomte Lèon De Poncins; also an old book and an excellent read on the subject of Freemasonry.

11. From: Vimal Ajay Prabhu To: prabhu Sent: Wednesday, November 18, 2009 12:59 PM

Hi Dad, It would be great if you could send me some documents via mail on Freemasonry. Thanks
From: prabhu To: Vimal Ajay Prabhu  Sent: Wednesday, November 18, 2009 6:37 PM

If you are trying to convince one of your friends to quit the Freemasons, it won't do much good. Aloke Goel and Kuldip Sharma uncle are Freemasons. It is more like a club or business thing in India, with a lot of ceremonial trappings, unlike in the West where it is decidedly anti-Christian with occult "religious" rituals involved in the assemblies at their Lodges. Anyway, I am sending you a mail with an attachment of 11 pages of Catholic information. Love, Dad

12. From: Name Withheld, Dubai To: prabhu Sent: Wednesday, August 11, 2010 2:51 PM 

Dear Michael, It pleased me to see a new presentation of your site. Surprisingly when I was trying to open your website I accidentally bumped into ephesians511.org and came to know a little about Freemasons and their practices, though I heard about them before. Are they operating within the churches? What does the Church or Pope say about it? 

From: prabhu To: Name Withheld Sent: Thursday, August 12, 2010 7:25 AM

Subject: FREEMASONS and FREEMASONRY

There is a lot to share but I shall copy a little here for you. In India, Freemasonry seems to be harmless, like the Rotary or Lions Club, but I am not sure of the details of what goes on except that they do use some of the spiritual ideas and religious rituals of the original Freemasonry because some of my former business partners in Delhi are now Freemasons.  
A DOCUMENT FROM THE VATICAN ON THE NEW AGE MOVEMENT
JESUS CHRIST THE BEARER OF THE WATER OF LIFE A Christian reflection on the “New Age”
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/interelg/documents/rc_pc_interelg_doc_20030203_new-age_en.html February 3, 2003, 

The Pontifical Council for Culture and the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue 
"It is the fruit of the common reflection of the Working Group on New Religious Movements composed of different dicasteries of the Holy See… to explain how the New Age Movement [NAM] differs from the Christian faith"1, "illustrating the points where this spirituality contrasts with the Catholic faith".2
In tracing the origins and background of the NAM, the study reveals that "some of the traditions which flow into New Age are: ancient … occult practices, Cabbalism, early Christian Gnosticism, Sufism… Zen Buddhism, Yoga and so on",3 and that "the essential matrix of New Age thinking is to be found in the esoteric-theosophical tradition which was fairly widely accepted in European intellectual circles in the 18th and 19th centuries. It was particularly strong in Freemasonry, spiritualism, occultism and Theosophy, which shared a kind of esoteric culture."4 "The Age of Aquarius has such a high profile in the NAM largely because of the influence of Theosophy, spiritualism and anthroposophy and their esoteric antecedents."5 "When one examines many New Age traditions, it soon becomes clear that there is, in fact, little in the New Age that is new. The name seems to have gained currency through Rosicrucianism and Freemasonry, at the time of the French and American Revolutions, but the reality it denotes is a contemporary variant of Western esotericism." 6

Initiation: in religious ethnology it is the cognitive and/or experiential journey whereby a person is admitted, either alone or as part of a group, by means of particular rituals to membership of a religious community, a secret society (e.g. Freemasonry) or a mystery association (magical, esoteric-occult, gnostic, theosophical etc.). 7 

1 Foreword; 2 #1; 3 #2.1; 4 #2.3.2; 5 #2.1; 6 #1.3; 7 #7.2
The Document makes it clear that Freemasonry is a "secret society" which shares the "esoteric [occult] culture" of Theosophy, and both of them strongly influenced what evolved into the New Age Movement [NAM]. Therefore, it would be a grave matter and a sin for a Catholic to be involved with either Freemasonry or Theosophy, or for one to be a member of a Freemasonic Lodge or the Theosophical Society. 
FREEMASONRY IN THE INDIAN CHURCH
1. The Fr. Muller’s Homoeopathic Medical College and Hospital, Mangalore, founded by Jesuit missionary Fr. Augustus Muller in 1880, and managed by the Diocese of Mangalore, has the Freemasonic motto "Aude Sapere" ["dare to be wise"] printed in several issues of their annual magazine, Pioneer.
Samuel Hahnemann was the founder-inventor of the esoteric [occult] practice of Homoeopathy.

Samuel Hahnemann (1755-1843) was, among many other things, a Freemason.                                    5.
Probably the earliest Christian work on homoeopathy dealing thoroughly with both, the scientific evaluation and the occult connection, is a little booklet of 16 pages titled HOMOEOPATHY by Dr. H.J. Bopp, M.D. of Neuchatel, Switzerland in French. It still remains, in my opinion, one of the best analyses. It was translated into English in 1984 by Great Joy Publications, Belfast, Ireland. Some extracts from it:
"It is both useful and necessary to study the spiritual orientation of Dr. Hahnemann. 

We know that he was a member of a lodge of Freemasons*. It is significant that he placed on the title page of his Organ the Freemasonry motto 'aude sapere'. *since 1777, aged 22
Dr. H. Unger [a homoeopath himself] gives a clear description of his spiritual personality: '‘Like Goethe, Hahnemann embodies the two streams of the classical German genre, the pantheistic idealism of nature and the rational idealism of Freemasonry'. (Swiss Journal of Homeopathy No.1/1962) "
An extract from HEALING AT ANY PRICE? THE HIDDEN DANGERS OF ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE by Samuel Pfeifer M.D., Brunnen-Verlag, Basel, 1980; Word (UK) Ltd., English Edition, 1988:  
"As a young man, Hahnemann had become a member of the Freemasons (R. Schwarz in a German work, 1977, page 74). The movement uses a lot of Christian sounding words, and there is even a Bible on the altars of most Masonic temples. However, the Freemasons clearly deny the message of the Gospel, thus rejecting the salvation of lost men through Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross. To them salvation lies in man himself… It is no surprise that Hahnemann, as a member of the Lodge, disparagingly called Jesus an arch-enthusiast."
Articles in the Pioneer mention the 'subtle energy' and 'subtle body' [which are the 'vital energy' equivalents of homoeopathy], terms commonly used in Freemasonic and Theosophical esoteric writings.

2. CHAI, The Catholic Health Association of India is a Secunderabad-based organisation which is closely associated with, and supported by, the Pastoral Health Care Commission of the CBCI, the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India. CHAI’s Executive Director is a priest, Fr. Sebastian Ousepparampil. 
At the time when I produced my first report [dated 3.2.2000] on the activities of CHAI, CHAI were publishing, advertising for, and selling, through their division HAFA, Health Accessories For All, and their magazine Health Action, the Pranic Healing books authored by Choa Kok Sui, as well as some of 33rd degree Freemason Rev. C. W. Leadbeater’s books and other Theosophical Society books.

The CHAI report was followed by one [dated 29.6.2000] on the Holistic Health Centres operated by Catholic nuns, and copies of both reports were sent to the concerned Bishops and Commissions of the CBCI. There was no response or reaction from any Bishop or Commission of the CBCI till my public protest [hijacking the microphone during a seminar workshop and distribution of thousands of leaflets to the delegates] at Vailankanni on February 10, 2002, where eminent delegates – including bishops, cardinals and the Papal special envoy -- of the Catholic Health Care sector from all over the world, including CHAI, were assembled for the international three-day celebrations of the 10th World Day of the Sick, February 9-11, 2002.

CHAI had a stall at the venue on the grounds of this Basilica of Our Lady, at which the Pranic Healing and Theosophical Society books were brazenly being sold. Another Church organisation, the Sister Doctors Forum of India [SDFI], and Sr. M. Amalavathy, ICM had also put up stalls promoting alternative therapies like Reiki, Pranic Healing, and "Spiritual Human Yoga- Universal Energy- Mankind Enlightenment Love".
This ministry then backed up the public protest with a detailed 40-page report [dated 25.3.2002] to the Bishops. As usual, there was not a single acknowledgement from any Bishop. But, I received a letter from Fr. Sebastian Ousepparampil, the Executive Director of CHAI, threatening to "initiate legal proceedings" against this writer for defaming and libeling CHAI. I sent copies of the letter to most of the Bishops concerned. Thereafter, CHAI and Health Action magazine completely stopped publishing Leadbeater’s books, running advertisements for them in Health Action, and stocking them. The Theosophical Society books were also removed by CHAI along with those of the Pranic Healing Foundation.
The modern 'founder' of pranic healing, a New Age alternative therapy that is popular among Catholics in India, is Choa Kok Sui, a Chinese Filipino who, by his own admission, was engaged from his youth in clairvoyance, telepathy, hypnosis, chi kung or qi gong [Taoist yoga], Eastern meditations and mysticism, Freemasonry, Theosophy, etc. 

Choa Kok Sui strongly advises that "serious spiritual aspirants" of pranic healing should join several "esoteric" organizations including the Freemasonic society, and reading their publications is "a must". 

One such work, C.W. Leadbeater’s The Science of the Sacraments, is a blasphemy of the Mass and the Eucharist. He is the author of several books, all published by the Theosophical Society, that include Occult Chemistry and Clairvoyance. His The Chakras [1927], which is heavy occultism from cover to cover, is the source of much of Mr. Sui’s ad verbatim borrowings.                                                                                      6.
To quote him from this book, "The force of kundalini* in our bodies comes from that laboratory of the Holy Ghost deep down in the earth. It belongs to that terrific glowing fire of the underworld." [page 27]

"The energy* which we find rushing into the chakra* is that which is symbolized when it is said in Christian teaching that the Christ is incarnate of the Holy Ghost and the Virgin Mary." [page 24]

Further evidence of early knowledge about these force-centres* exists in the rituals of Freemasonry." [page 21]
In another book, The Hidden Life in Freemasonry, Leadbeater explains the "Masonic use of these forces" in connection with the Ida, the Pingala, and the Sushumna, all esoteric terms associated with Kundalini Yoga*.
The Chakras was publicly sold at Catholic sites by the Catholic Health Association of India [CHAI] "for the benefit of pranic and reiki healers"; and the only other books regularly advertised along with it in the CHAI monthly Health Action and other national Catholic periodicals, were those authored by Choa Kok Sui!

Major parts of one book, The ‘K.H’. Letters to C.W. Leadbeater were dictated by an entity named Koot Hoomi that guided him. Some of the Theosophical Society books, like Leadbeater’s were dictated by entities, and like his, noted in "automatic handwriting". Leadbeater was BOTH, Freemason and Theosophist.
*Hence the significance of the link "Yoga and Freemasonry" given on page 4. See also page 26.
3. CATHOLIC INSTITUTIONS AND CATHOLIC PRIESTS THAT PROMOTE PSYCHOTECHNOLOGIES
One of the leading influences in what passes as modern psychology is Carl Gustav Jung.
GNOSTICISM AND THE STRUGGLE FOR THE WORLD’S SOUL 
http://www.catholicexchange.com/vm/index.asp?vm_id=2&art_id=18577 
By Father Alfonso Aguilar 

EXTRACT: Modern times witnessed the resurgence of Gnosticism in philosophical thought — the Enlightenment, Hegel's idealism, some existentialist currents, Nazism, Jungian psychology, the Theosophical Society and Freemasonry.
CARL JUNG, NEO-GNOSTICISM, AND THE MYERS-BRIGGS TEMPERAMENT INDICATOR [MBTI]
http://www3.bc.sympatico.ca/st_simons/arm03.htm
A report by Rev. Ed Hird, Past National Chairman of Anglican Renewal Ministries of Canada, Rector, St. Simon’s Anglican Church, Vancouver (revised March 18, 1998) EXTRACT
Jung's family had occult linkage on both sides, from his paternal Grandfather's Freemasonry involvement as Grandmaster of the Swiss Lodge, and his maternal family's long-term involvement with séances and ghosts. John Kerr, author of A Most Dangerous Method, comments that Jung was heavily involved for many years with his mother and two female cousins in hypnotically induced séances. Jung eventually wrote up the séances as his medical dissertation. Jung acquired a spirit guide and guru named 'Philemon' [who was described by Jung as 'an old man with the horns of a bull...and the wings of a fisher']. Before being Philemon, this creature appeared to Jung as 'Elijah', and then finally mutated to 'Ka', an Egyptian earth-soul that 'came from below'. 
It may be worth reflecting upon why Jung designated his Bollingen Tower as the Shrine of Philemon. 
4. MULTI-LEVEL MARKETING [MLM]
AMWAY AND THE MASONIC LODGE 
http://www.texemarrs.com/031998/amway.htm
By Texe Marrs Exclusive Intelligence Examiner Report EXTRACT
Are Amway Corporation and its founders tied in with the Masonic Order? Many people have written me expressing their concerns about Amway. Evidently, whether deliberate or not, there does appear to be some type of connection between the organization and Freemasonry. 
The first Amway building had a Masonic square and compass symbol on the front facade. The luxurious Amway Grand Plaza Hotel in Grand Rapids, Michigan where Amway has its international conventions for its distributors was built right onto a huge Masonic temple. The architecture of this hotel is integrated so that many Masonic symbols carved in stone are visible at the river side of the structure.

In 1988 I was the keynote speaker at a national Sunday School leaders' conference held at the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel. Strangely, when I checked in, the desk clerk inexplicably assigned me to room 666!

Was this just coincidental, or did someone at the hotel know that the topic of my talk was to be "The Coming New Age Antichrist, 666?"
It felt odd and eerie entering a hotel room on the sixth floor with the number 666 prominently displayed on the door. But I had Jesus with me in my heart, and prayer as my weapon. I figured the devil had a lot more to worry about than me, and I certainly wasn't going to let him intimidate me.                                                 7.
Protected by the Holy Spirit from intimidation, I slept like a baby. So did Wanda, my precious wife. 
The next morning, we arose early, and Wanda and I went for a brief and invigorating walk outside along the river front of this mammoth and impressive hotel. There, I observed the pagan Masonic symbols, architecture, and Egyptian statues.

Back inside the hotel, in the grand lobby, I saw a shiny, brass metal plaque on a pillar. It had inscribed on it the names of dignitaries who had previously stayed at the hotel. I studied the names carefully and noticed that among them were England's Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip; the Netherlands' Queen Juliana and Prince Bernard; and former U.S. President Gerald Ford.

Then, a surprise: Amidst all these well-known VIP names was the name of another, lesser-known personage. Right there on the list was a "Chief Holy Eagle." I immediately recognized the potential New Age and Masonic meaning of the name of this so-called dignitary, Chief Holy Eagle.

Regardless of its Masonic connections, certainly the promotional emphasis within Amway is ungodly. There is nothing wrong with making money, but to combine the things of God with an all-out hunger and campaign for mammon is unbecoming.

Amway's spiritual philosophy is, in my opinion, perfectly in tune with the so-called prosperity gospel. … Perhaps this is why I am now so often besieged by folks telling me of New Age visualization and meditation, nature worship, and other New Age practices taught and encouraged by their Amway distributors. Whether this (officially) comes from the top down I do not know, but it does exist.

I am sure that Amway has its good points. Certainly, its supporters will respond to this article and vigorously defend the company. Recently, I received a letter from Amway's headquarters in which the company denies that its head, Rich DeVos, is a 33rd degree Mason. Perhaps Amway has an explanation for its retaining the Masonic symbols and architecture on its Amway Grand Plaza Hotel. My comments here should, therefore, be read with caution and without making a hasty judgment.

5. MORE ALTERNATIVE THERAPIES [WE HAVE NOTED THE BACKGROUND OF PRANIC HEALING]

BACH FLOWER THERAPY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/BACH_FLOWER_THERAPY_FR_CLEMENS_PILAR_2.doc
By Fr. Clemens Pilar COp

EXTRACT: The Freemason Dr. Bach formulated his therapeutic concept based on his own esoteric view of the world… Within man he differentiated between the higher (divine) self and the earthly appearance of a personality. As far as he was concerned, it was man’s task to recognise his own divinity and in the end to only follow that "truth", which can be found in one’s own inner core. The "spiritual" flower essences are not to be seen as "healing" essences, but should rather be considered as means towards "salvation". Consequently Dr. Bach himself called them "sacraments", sacraments that were meant to help man on his way to a spiritual perfection. In line with the esoteric conceptual approach, man thus is meant to learn to only trust in himself and not to accept any other teaching from outside.
Definition of Esotericism on the Web

http://www.google.co.in/search?hl=en&defl=en&q=define:Esotericism&sa=X&ei=VBXeTJzhF4PyvQPX1K20Dg&ved=0CAYQkAE 

Esotericism or Esoterism is a term with two basic meanings. In the dictionary sense of the term, "esoterism" signifies the holding of opinions or beliefs, and derives from the Greek (esôterikos)… thus "pertaining to the more inward", mystic:  en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Esotericism. 

http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Esotericism:
Esotericism is the study of knowledge and systems of thought which are usually intended to be philosophical or ethical and mystic. Although most esoteric knowledge was once held in secret, it is now commonly taught openly. It is generally distinct from organized religion, which teaches more openly. While esotericism tends to focus on personal enlightenment and internal spiritual practice, organized religion or exotericism, tends to focus on outer spiritual practice and ritual and on laws that govern the society. Many groups or schools of thought embrace an esoteric tradition or philosophy: 

Alchemy, Astrology, Freemasons, G. I. Gurdjieff, Gnosticism, Kabbalists, Magic, Nazi mysticism, Occultism, Rosicrucians, Shamanism, Sufism, Vajrayana (Esoteric Buddhism), Yoga. 
                                                                                                                                                                     8.
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Pope Leo XIII’s famous encyclical condemning Freemasonry. How it attacks the Church, undermines religion, weakens marriage, harms society, leads to paganism, etc. Says, "Let no man think that he may for any reason whatsoever join the Masonic sect."  
Paragraphs 28-31 from http://www.tanbooks.com/doct/freemasonry.htm 
People and Rulers Deceived

Would that all men would judge of the tree by its fruits, and would acknowledge the seed and origin of the evils which press upon us, and of the dangers that are impending! We have to deal with a deceitful and crafty enemy, who, gratifying the ears of people and of princes, has ensnared them by smooth speeches and by adulation. Ingratiating themselves with rulers under a pretense of friendship, the Freemasons have endeavored to make them their allies and powerful helpers for the destruction of the Christian name; and that they might more strongly urge them on, they have, with determined calumny, accused the Church of invidiously contending with rulers in matters that affect their authority and sovereign power. Having, by these artifices, insured their own safety and audacity, they have begun to exercise great weight in the government of States; but nevertheless they are prepared to shake the foundations of empires, to harass the rulers of the State, to accuse, and to cast them out, as often as they appear to govern otherwise than they themselves could have wished. In like manner they have by flattery deluded the people. Proclaiming with a loud voice liberty and public prosperity, and saying that it was owing to the Church and to sovereigns that the multitude were not drawn out of their unjust servitude and poverty, they have imposed upon the people; and, exciting them by a thirst for novelty, they have urged them to assail both the Church and the civil power. Nevertheless, the expectation of the benefits which were hoped for was greater than the reality; indeed, the common people, more oppressed than they were before, are deprived in their misery of that solace which, if things had been arranged in a Christian manner, they would have had with ease and in abundance. But whoever strive against the order which divine Providence has constituted pay usually the penalty of their pride, and meet with affliction and misery where they rashly hoped to find all things prosperous and in conformity with their desires.
Benefit of Church's Teaching

The Church, if she directs men to render obedience chiefly and above all to God the sovereign Lord, is wrongly and falsely believed either to be envious of the civil power or to arrogate to herself something of the rights of sovereigns. On the contrary, she teaches that what is rightly due to the civil power must be rendered to it with a conviction and consciousness of duty. In teaching that from God Himself comes the right of ruling, she adds a great dignity to civil authority, and no small help towards obtaining the obedience and good-will of the citizens. The friend of peace and sustainer of concord, she embraces all with maternal love; and, intent only upon giving help to mortal man, she teaches that to justice must be joined clemency, equity to authority, and moderation to law-giving; that no one's right must be violated; that order and public tranquility are to be maintained; and that the poverty of those who are in need is, as far as possible, to be relieved by public and private charity. "But for this reason," to use the words of St. Augustine, "men think, or would have it believed, that Christian teaching is not suited to the good of the State; for they wish the State to be founded not on solid virtue, but on the impunity of vice." Knowing these things, both princes and people would act with political wisdom, and according to the needs of general safety, if, instead of joining with Freemasons to destroy the Church, they joined with the Church in repelling their attacks.
The Popes' Warning Reiterated

Whatever the future may be, in this grave and widespread evil it is Our duty, Venerable Brethren, to endeavor to find a remedy. And because We know that Our best and firmest hope of a remedy is in the power of that divine religion which the Freemasons hate in proportion to their fear of it, We think it to be of chief importance to call that most saving power to Our aid against the common enemy.                                       9.
Therefore, whatsoever the Roman Pontiffs Our predecessors have decreed for the purpose of opposing the undertakings and endeavors of the Masonic sect, and whatsoever they have enacted to deter or withdraw men from societies of this kind, We ratify and confirm it all by Our Apostolic authority: and trusting greatly to the good-will of Christians, We pray and beseech each one, for the sake of his eternal salvation, to be most conscientiously careful not in the least to depart from what the Apostolic See has commanded in this matter.
No Compromise with Masonry

We pray and beseech you, Venerable Brethren, to join your efforts with Ours, and earnestly to strive for the extirpation of this foul plague, which is creeping through the veins of the State. You have to defend the glory of God and the salvation of your neighbor; and with this object of your strife before you, neither courage nor strength will be wanting. It will be for your prudence to judge by what means you can best overcome the difficulties and obstacles you meet with. But as it befits the authority of Our office that We Ourselves should point out some suitable way of proceeding, We wish it to be your rule first of all to tear away the mask from Freemasonry, and to let it be seen as it really is; and by sermons and Pastoral Letters to instruct the people as to the artifices used by societies of this kind in seducing men and enticing them into their ranks, and as to the depravity of their opinions and the wickedness of their acts. As Our predecessors have many times repeated, let no man think that he may for any reason whatsoever join the Masonic sect, if he values his Catholic name and his eternal salvation as he ought to value them. Let no one be deceived by a pretense of honesty. It may seem to some that Freemasons demand nothing that is openly contrary to religion and morality; but, as the whole principle and object of the sect lies in what is vicious and criminal, to join with these men or in any way to help them cannot be lawful. 

2. INTERVIEW: Freemasonry's Influence in Europe 
Incompatible With Christian Religion, Says Historian
http://www.catholic.org/featured/headline.php?ID=1740  
MADRID, Spain, JAN. 30, 2005 (Zenit.org) To understand what is happening in Europe, the phenomenon of Masonry must be taken into account, says Protestant historian César Vidal. 
The director of the program "La Linterna" of the Spanish bishops' COPE radio network, Vidal has just written a book, "Los Masones: La Historia de la Sociedad Secreta Más Poderosa" (The Freemasons: History of the Most Powerful Secret Society), published by Planeta. 
Among other things, the book addresses the Masonic influence in the most important events of recent Spanish history, especially since the election last March of the Spanish Socialist Labor Party (PSOE). 
Vidal says that "the secularist current promoted by the government headed by José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero shares more than enough Masonry's rank anti-clericalism." 
The author explains that the Freemasons have an enormous role in the European Union and, by way of example, says that "the project of the European Constitution has been driven by a Freemason," Valéry Giscard D'Estaing, "who has excluded mention of the continent's Christian roots and, in addition, has insisted on the inclusion of an article that subjects the churches of the different nations but frees 'philosophical organizations' from that obligation." Vidal has doctorates in history, philosophy and theology, and a law degree. 
Q: Which outstanding personalities in Spain were and are Masons, a fact known by very few people? 
Vidal: The list would be too long and some, only some, are mentioned in my book "The Freemasons." Suffice it to say by way of illustration that the Grand Master of the great Spanish east is Dr. Josep Corominas, PSOE deputy; that the special five-member commission that established Felipe González as the PSOE's secretary-general has three Masons among its members -- one of them the future president of the Senate -- and that Rodríguez Zapatero's grandfather was a Freemason. 
Q: Can it be said that Masonry is behind the secularist current that is being witnessed in Spain? 
Vidal: What can be said without danger of exaggeration is that the secularist current promoted by the government that Zapatero heads shares, more than enough, Masonry's rank anti-clericalism. 
Q: What role does it have and might have in the European Union? 
Vidal: Enormous if one takes into account that the project of the European Constitution has been promoted by a Freemason who has excluded mention of the continent's Christian roots and, in addition, has insisted on the inclusion of an article that subjects the Churches to the different nations but frees "philosophical organizations" from that obligation. 
Q: In what way, over the last century, has Masonry been present in the history of Spain? 
Vidal: Repeatedly and lamentably. A very important role must be attributed to Masonry in the pro-independence movements of Cuba and the Philippines, in anti-clerical and secularist campaigns, in the erosion of the parliamentary monarchy of the Restoration, going so far as to take recourse to terrorism, in the proclamation of the Second Republic and, very especially, in the redaction of a Republican Constitution which created a social break that led to the Civil War.                                                                                         10.
Q: Can you tell us about concrete events that prove its struggle against Catholicism? 
Vidal: That is the history of Masonry since the 18th century, but suffice it to recall, by way of example, that Rodolfo Llopis, Freemason and Socialist, became secretary-general of the PSOE [and] promoted the anti-Christian educational legislation of the Second Republic; or scandals such as that of the Banca Ambrosiana which were linked directly to the Masons' action. 
Q: What were Masonry's origins? 
Vidal: The real origins of Masonry date back to the end of the 17th and early 18th centuries, when groups of individuals attracted by occult gnosis founded meeting places in which, supposedly, it was transmitted. 
Of course, they talk about origins that refer to pagan religions, to gnosis, to a nonexistent personality of [King] Solomon's time and also to the druids. 
Q: What are its most characteristic features, objectives and present structure? Is it a religion? 
Vidal: Though Freemasons deny it, the truth is that the Masonic cosmo-vision is not one proper to a philanthropic society as they often say, but that of a religion. That circumstance explains, precisely, the repeated condemnations of the Holy See and of the other Christian confessions, which consider membership in Masonry incompatible with Christianity. Masonry might be described as a secret society, with an initiative structure, a gnostic cosmo-vision, and an existential manifestation which makes it easy for its members to help one another when it comes to occupying important posts in society. 
Q: What percentage of Freemasons are there at present? 
Vidal: Without a doubt, very small. In France it is said that they are not more than 0.6% of the population. However, that has not prevented their controlling the Socialist International or their spreading in the Right itself, through personalities such as Giscard D'Estaing. 
Q: In what vital points of our society -- especially in economic, political and intellectual circles and the media -- are Freemasons present? 
Vidal: There are sectors that have always been of interest to Freemasons. Needless to say, politics where they control the Socialist International and have entered powerfully in parties of the Right. No less is their weight in the world of communications and, very especially, their interest in education, justice and the armed forces. 
In France, for example, the "affaire des fiches" revealed to what extent Masonic officers were promoted and Catholics, on the contrary, blocked from promotion.  ZE05013020
3. Do the Illuminati Really Exist?  
Interview With Massimo Introvigne 

http://www.zenit.org/article-13133?l=english 
TURIN, Italy, MAY 27, 2005 (Zenit.org) An expert in new religious movements downplays novelist Dan Brown's ideas about the Illuminati, an 18th-century group that once aspired to overthrowing the Catholic kingdom of Bavaria. Massimo Introvigne, director of the Turin-based Center for Studies in New Religions, went into detail about the group mentioned in Brown's new novel, in this interview posted by the center. 
Q: "Angels & Demons" by Dan Brown is the latest best-selling novel claiming that the Illuminati were, or are, an important and powerful secret society. Is this only a novel? 
Introvigne: Not according to Dan Brown himself. He claims in Web site that "Secret societies like the Illuminati go to enormous lengths to remain covert. Although many classified intelligence reports have been written on the brotherhood, few have been published. Conspiracy theories on the Illuminati include infiltration of the British Parliament and U.S. Treasury, secret involvement with the Masons, affiliation with covert Satanic cults, a plan for a New World Order, and even the resurgence of their ancient pact to destroy Vatican City. Separating Illuminati fact from fiction can be difficult on account of the massive quantities of misinformation that has been generated about the brotherhood. Some theorists claim this plethora of misinformation is actually generated by the Illuminati themselves in an effort to discredit any factual information that may have surfaced. This concealment tactic -- known as 'data-sowing' -- is often employed by U.S. intelligence agencies." 
Actually, Dan Brown seems to take the continuing existence of Illuminati even more seriously than his character Robert Langdon. 
Q: But the existence of the Illuminati is an historical fact, isn't it? 
Introvigne: Yes, it is. The Order of the Illuminati was established on May 1, 1776, at the University of Ingolstadt, then part of the Kingdom of Bavaria, in Germany, by a professor of law called Adam Weishaupt [1748-1830]. 
The Illuminati were an interesting organization, with both esoteric rituals and a political aim, based on the Enlightenment philosophy and ultimately aimed at overthrowing the Roman Catholic and politically conservative Kingdom of Bavaria and replacing it with a liberal republic. 
Q: Were the Illuminati part of Freemasonry? 
Introvigne: Not originally. Weishaupt was quite critical of Freemasonry and wanted to establish a different order with different rituals.                                                                                                                                 11.
He, however, failed to produce rituals interesting enough to attract a significant number of followers, and in February 1777 decided to be initiated as a Freemason in a Munich Masonic lodge known as Zur Behutsamkeit -- "The Prudence". In 1780, a prominent German Freemason, Baron Adolf Franz Friedrich Ludwig von Knigge, joined the Illuminati and by January 1782 he had rewritten their rituals in a much more Masonic form. Although this ritual was essentially Masonic, and many members were Freemasons, however, the Illuminati as such were not part of Freemasonry. 
Q: Did these Illuminati succeed in their purposes?  
Introvigne: In a way, yes. The new ritual was quite successful, and the Illuminati were able to recruit some 2,500 members both in Bavaria and various European countries, not a small number by the standard of esoteric orders in general. On the other hand, the Illuminati's political aim was not achieved. Between 1784-1787, documents were seized by the Bavarian police proving that theirs was a political plot aimed at overthrowing the government. 
Some members were arrested, although none was treated too severely by the Bavarian government, and they escaped with fines or a few months in jail, whilst Weishaupt himself fled Bavaria and lived quite peacefully in other parts of Germany until his death in 1830. The Illuminati survived outside Bavaria, thanks to the efforts of one of their leaders, Johann Joachim Christoph Bode [1730-1793], but had ceased any activity by 1790. 
Q: Wasn't there something sinister in the Illuminati's activities? 
Introvigne: Yes. Their political activities were not confined to legal means. In October 1786 the police raided the home of a prominent member of the Illuminati, the diplomat Franz Xavier von Zwack [1755-1843], and seized documents indicating that the order was ready to poison several of its political foes, although these plans were never executed. 
Q: But didn't the Illuminati claim a much older origin than 1776? 
Introvigne: Yes, they did. Weishaupt originally claimed that the Illuminati originated with the last King of Persia who was a Zoroastrian by religion, Yadzegerd III, who died in A.D. 651, although he confused him with Yadzegerd II, who died in A.D. 457 and was King of Persia from 438 to 457, and built a whole genealogy listing many famous historical characters. When Knigge joined the order, he asked Weishaupt for evidence of this genealogy. Weishaupt wrote back in January 1781 that the genealogy was an "innocent lie," in fact needed because not many would have joined a newly established order. Rather than being offended, Knigge agreed that a mythical genealogy was indeed needed, and proceeded to build one of his own, where the Illuminati were declared as having originally been founded by Noah, and revived after a period of decline by St. John the Evangelist. 
Q: What about the Knights Templar? Weren't they somewhat involved, too? 
Introvigne: Yes, according to Knigge's genealogy. In fact, at that time the Knights Templar were claimed as ancestors by the German Freemasonry as a whole. When modern Freemasonry came from its original United Kingdom to continental Europe, many European nobles were not prepared to join an order whose real origins were in the professional corporations of "free masons," including architects, building contractors but also common stonemasons. In 1736, André Michel de Ramsay [1686-1743] told in a famous discourse the French nobles he hoped to recruit into Freemasonry that, in fact, the British corporations of "free masons" were the places where persecuted knights went into hiding, thus creating a mythical, but more acceptable, origin for the Masonic lodges. 
In Germany, were speculations about an alleged secret prosecution of the Roman Catholic Order of the Knights Templar, suppressed by the Catholic Church in 1307, were quite widespread, Ramsay's "persecuted knights" were quickly identified with the Knights Templar. While it is true that the Knights Templar did survive in some countries for a century after their suppression, legends of a secret prosecution after the XV century are regarded as "hopelessly stupid" -- in the words of famous French historian Régine Pernoud -- by academic historians of Templarism. In fact, from the 18th century on, most esoteric orders give to their members mythical genealogies that would include the Knights Templar, Noah, Saint John or King Solomon, as well as famous people of literature and art. Usually, most of their members are aware of the merely symbolic and mythical character of these genealogies. Certainly, both Weishaupt and Knigge were aware that their genealogies were "symbolic" or, more simply, made up by themselves. There were no Illuminati before 1776. 
Q: But weren't the Illuminati the driving force behind the French Revolution? 
Introvigne: Not really. Anti-revolutionary authors, including Protestant John Robison [1739-1805] and Roman Catholic Father Augustin Barruel [1741-1820], claimed that the French Revolution was the result of a Masonic conspiracy, and that the Illuminati were the secret leaders of the French Freemasonry. We do not need to address here the complicate question of the relationship between Freemasonry, Enlightenment and the French Revolution. What is historically clear, however, is that the Illuminati, who were about to cease their existence in 1789, did not play any crucial role in the preparation of the French Revolution.                                          12.
The links between the Bavarian group and the French Freemasonry were tenuous at best, and in fact many French Freemasons were quite hostile to the Illuminati, and certainly not prepared to accept the leadership of a German order. 
For a number of political reasons, however, Robison's theories were particularly successful in the United States, where President Thomas Jefferson was accused of being a member of the dreaded sect. 
Q: But wasn't the back part of the Great Seal of the United States, the one we still see on the dollar bill, a symbol of the Illuminati? 
Introvigne: No, no matter how many books and movies claim it. The pyramid and eye symbol is never found among the Illuminati. Actually it is not even a Masonic symbol, although there are similar symbols in Freemasonry, where a fascination with Egypt was widespread in the 18th and 19th century. 
The particular pyramid used in the Great Seal was derived from Pyramidographia, a book published in 1646 in London by John Greaves [1602-1652], based on his trip to Egypt. The eye was introduced by Congress Secretary Charles Thomson -- who was not a Freemason -- in his 1792 speech prior to the Seal's Congressional acceptance as a very Christian "eye of the Providence," presiding over the destiny of the United States. 
As such, it is featured in a number of Christian churches and symbols, quite apart from, and well before, its use within the frame of Masonic rituals. 
Q: Didn't many always accept the theory, however, that the Illuminati were leading the world or, at least, the U.S.? 
Introvigne: Not before 1975. From the mid-19th century to 1975 the theory of the great Illuminati conspiracy remained the province of fringe "conspirationist" authors, not particularly well-known by the general public. 
In 1975, a trilogy known as "Illuminatus" was published by Robert Joseph Shea and Robert Anton Wilson. 
The three novels were written somewhat tongue-in-check, and Shea and Wilson were part of a neo-pagan group known as the Discordians, worshippers of Eris the Great Goddess of Chaos through "cosmic jokes." 
Actually, these are libertarian novels, where Weishaupt does not die in Germany but emigrates to the American British Colonies, where he assumes the name of George Washington and establishes the United States. 
When the U.S. evolves into an authoritarian, repressive state under the secret leadership of the Illuminati, Discordians organize the resistance in the name of liberty, Chaos, and the Great Goddess Eris. It is after Shea and Wilson's novels that the Illuminati start popping up literally everywhere, from Umberto Eco's novel "Foucault's Pendulum" [1988] to the movie "Lara Croft: Tomb Raider" [2001], including countless comics, role-playing games, and miscellaneous pieces of fiction. Unfortunately, some did not realize the nature of the "Illuminatus" novels, or even claimed that Shea and Wilson revealed a real conspiracy under the guise of fiction. This theory achieved a certain degree of success among Protestant fundamentalists. Its leading proponent, Milton William Cooper, died in a confrontation with law enforcement officers on Nov. 5, 2001. He refused to pay taxes to the U.S. government, claiming it was controlled by the Illuminati. 
Q: What about the Skull and Bones, the famous fraternal society of Yale's students and alumni? One hears frequently that it is part of the Illuminati… 
Introvigne: No relation. The Skull and Bones was established in 1832 by William Huntington Russell [1809-1885], when the original Illuminati were long since dead. Some tenuous similarity may be explained by the fact that both Weishaupt's Illuminati and Russell's Skull and Bones did take inspiration in the many "secret" student societies which existed in German universities since the 18th century. By the way, many stories told about the Skull and Bones are simply tall tales -- they are just another academic fraternity, including famous people because famous people do happen to have studied at Yale -- and in 1986 it was finally ascertained that even their famous skull did not really belong to legendary Indian chief Geronimo. The Apaches, to which The Skull and Bones was prepared to give back the skull, declared it unconnected with Geronimo and refused it. 
Q: But didn't an Order of the Illuminati exist in the 20th century, too? 
Introvigne: Yes. Within the framework of the German occult revival at the end of the 19th century, Leopold Engel "revived" -- in his own words -- the Bavarian Order of the Illuminati on March 12, 1901. 
He and his associate Theodor Reuss -- later to become famous as a sexual magician and an associate of famous British occult master [and Satanist- Michael] Aleister Crowley -- were spreading the word that the order was being revived since 1896. Later, they claimed that the revival took place in 1880, but this date is certainly false. As usual, Engel and Reuss told the members of their newly founded order that it was both very old and a legitimate continuation of the Bavarian Illuminati, whose succession had been transmitted from father to son within Reuss' family. 
It was claimed that the Illuminati originated in India and Egypt, were behind the Italian Renaissance and post-Renaissance art and science (hence the references to Gian Lorenzo Bernini and Galileo Galilei, quite familiar to the readers of "Angels & Demons," and included among their members an impressive rooster of historical characters, from Ulysses and Aristotle to -- yes, indeed -- Thomas Jefferson. Once again, however, Engel did admit -- in writing -- that this genealogy was mythical and symbolic, and should not be taken at face value. 13.
As for the story of a family succession connecting Reuss to the Bavarian Illuminati, Engel later declared that it was a figment of Reuss' imagination. 
Q: Who was Leopold Engel, exactly? 
Introvigne: An interesting character. He was a member of the inner circle of the loosely organized movement including the followers of the Austrian Christian visionary and mystic Jakob Lorber [1800-1864]. 
In fact, Engel "received" spiritually -- today, the word "channelled" would be used -- the missing 11th volume of Lorber's masterpiece "The Great Gospel of John," a volume still accepted as a legitimate part of the Lorber canon by many, although by no means all, Lorberians. He was also a prolific science fiction and dime novels writer. In fact, he seemed to lead a dual life, keeping his Lorberian and Illuminati activities quite separate, although the Illuminati materials written by Engel do show the influence of Lorber. 
Q: Do Engel's Illuminati still exist? 
Introvigne: Yes. Although persecuted in Nazi Germany, the Illuminati were able to survive in Switzerland, particularly thanks to the efforts of Felix Lazerus Pinkus [1881-1947], a rich left-wing economist. 
Pinkus initiated Hermann Joseph Metzger [1919-1990], a baker by trade as well as a stage hypnotist, who maintained alive the Order of the Illuminati until his death in 1990, and created an Illuminati center in the Swiss village of Stein, in the Canton of Outer Appenzell. A small number of his disciples still live or at least periodically meet there, and they are the only legitimate heirs of Engel's Illuminati. Of course one can join a number of other "Orders of the Illuminati," some of them online by paying a fee, but these do not even have the legitimacy of a succession from Engel's organization. 
Q: Can we characterize the Illuminati, as Dan Brown would have it, as a conspiracy to destroy the Vatican and its power in the name of reason and science? 
Introvigne: As mentioned earlier, the names of famous scientists mentioned as Illuminati are part of mythical genealogies with no historical basis. The Illuminati were mostly recruited among lawyers, governmental officers, and even liberal clergymen, with very few scientists, if any. Weishaupt's Illuminati taught to their new members a rather tame version of the Enlightenment philosophy, quite close to the ideas of Immanuel Kant. Weishaupt ostensibly claimed to be against the continuing reactionary influence of the Jesuits, but not against Roman Catholicism per se. However, those who reached his inner circle discovered a strong anticlericalism and anti-Catholicism, and some documents openly promoted secular humanism and atheism. Anti-clericalism was also a feature of Engel's order, although not a particularly prominent one. No historical Illuminati order ever boasted that it would "destroy the Vatican," a claim which would seem quite preposterous to anybody who would take into account the real number of their members and the extension of their activities. 
Q: Were, or are, the Illuminati a very powerful order? 
Introvigne: They certainly aren't any powerful today. The main aim of the Stein group, reduced to less than a dozen members, is to survive. Engel's group did not have any particular power. It had a certain cultural influence and initiated two distinguished novelists, Gustav Meyrink [1868-1932] and Franz Spunda [1890-1963], but this was rather limited to the occult subculture itself. The Bavarian Illuminati were a much more important organization, and deserve more than a footnote in German history. They managed to include among their members three ruling princes, Duke Charles August of Saxony-Weimar [1757-1828], Duke Ernst II of Saxony-Gotha [1745-1804], and Duke Charles William Frederic of Brunswick [1735-1806]. In 1783 Duke Charles August persuaded two famous protégés of his, Johann Wolfgang Goethe and Johann Gottfried von Herder, at that time the two leading German intellectuals, to join him among the Illuminati, although both, having been initiated, were never particularly active in the Order. Weishaupt and his close associates, unbeknownst to these princes and luminaries, were able to use the Illuminati for a very real political conspiracy, aimed at seizing power in Bavaria, which came close to succeed. Having said so much, it is equally important not to exaggerate the Bavarian Illuminati's role, which was close to non-existent outside Germany, and to remember that by 1790 they had fully ceased to exist. Those who want to persuade us that a secret Illuminati cabal did lead the world from the Renaissance to the 19th century, and continues to do so today, have a very difficult burden of proof, and never even came close to produce documents or evidence that such is the case. ZE05052727
4. Membership in the Masons 
http://www.zenit.org/article-18846?l=english; http://www.catholicbooks.net/?p=351 
ROME, February 6, 2007 (Zenit.org).
Answered by Father Edward McNamara, professor of liturgy at the Regina Apostolorum university.
Q: A member of the RCIA program was told by another member of the parish that if they were going to become Catholic they needed to terminate their involvement with the Masonic lodge before they could join. Is this still the case in the United States? -- T.N., Howard City, Michigan
A: This question is more canonical than liturgical. The Church's position with respect to membership of Masonic lodges, even though canon law no longer explicitly mentions the Masons, has not substantially changed.      14.
The new code states in Canon 1374: "A person who joins an association which plots against the Church is to be punished with a just penalty; however, a person who promotes or directs an association of this kind is to be punished with an interdict." An interdict is an ecclesiastical penalty that deprives the person of the right to celebrate or receive the sacraments but is less harsh than excommunication.
This text greatly simplified the former code which had specifically mentioned the Masons. This change led some Masons to think that the Church no longer banned Catholics from being Masons, since, among other things, in many countries membership at a lodge was merely social and had nothing to do with plotting against the Church.
In order to clarify the issue the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith published a declaration on Nov. 26, 1983*, shortly before the present Code of Canon Law came into effect. This declaration, signed by Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, states:
"It has been asked whether there has been any change in the Church's decision in regard to Masonic associations since the new Code of Canon Law does not mention them expressly, unlike the previous Code.
"This Sacred Congregation is in a position to reply that this circumstance in due to an editorial criterion which was followed also in the case of other associations likewise unmentioned inasmuch as they are contained in wider categories.
"Therefore the Church's negative judgment in regard to Masonic association remains unchanged since their principles have always been considered irreconcilable with the doctrine of the Church and therefore membership in them remains forbidden. The faithful who enroll in Masonic associations are in a state of grave sin and may not receive Holy Communion.
"It is not within the competence of local ecclesiastical authorities to give a judgment on the nature of Masonic associations which would imply a derogation from what has been decided above, and this in line with the Declaration of this Sacred Congregation issued on 17 February 1981 (cf. AAS 73 1981 pp. 240-241; English language edition of L'Osservatore Romano, 9 March 1981).
"In an audience granted to the undersigned Cardinal Prefect, the Supreme Pontiff John Paul II approved and ordered the publication of this Declaration which had been decided in an ordinary meeting of this Sacred Congregation." *http://www.cin.org/users/james/files/masons1.htm 
The congregation's judgment, therefore, was not so much based on whether the Masons as such or any specific group of Masons effectively plot against the Church today. This does not deny that some Masonic groups have historically combated the Church nor that even today, in some countries or at certain levels, the lodge remains at the forefront of those who oppose the Church's freedom of action. Rather, the Vatican congregation above all stressed the incompatibility of some Masonic principles with those of the Catholic Church. This incompatibility resides in some aspects of Masonic ritual, but more importantly in elements regarding the question of truth.
In its effort to bring together people of different provenances, Masonry requires that its members adhere to a minimal belief in a supreme architect of the universe and leave aside all other pretensions of truth, even revealed truth.
It is thus basically a relativistic doctrine, and no Catholic, nor indeed any convinced Christian, may ever adhere to a group that would require him, even as a mere intellectual exercise, to renounce the affirmation of such truths as Christ's divinity and the Trinitarian nature of God.
Of course, for many people active in Masonic lodges, the conversations and activities are more social in nature and rarely veer toward the realm of philosophical speculation. A Catholic, however, cannot ignore the fundamental principles behind an organization, no matter how innocuous its activities appear to be.  
5. Membership in the Masons 
ROME, February 20, 2007 (Zenit.org). http://www.zenit.org/article-18846?l=english 
After I replied to a question on prospective Catholics who belonged to a Masonic lodge (Feb. 6), one reader asked about Catholics who already belong to this group in the belief that it is just another social organization. Another asked for clarifications on those who convert who are already members.
The latter writes: "The answer must surely be two-part: The first part of Canon 1374 ('A person who joins an association which plots against the Church is to be punished with a just penalty') prevents a Catholic from joining the Masons but says nothing about converts who are already Masons. I have heard the case made by persons in that situation that 'once a Mason always a Mason' and that there is no way of ceasing to be one.
"The second part must be that the rest of the canon ('however, a person who promotes or directs an association of this kind is to be punished with an interdict') prevents our convert Mason from taking an active part in the running of his lodge, including enrolling new members."
As mentioned in the earlier column, once a Catholic, or a future Catholic, becomes aware of the Church's position on Freemasonry, he should formally withdraw his membership. To willfully remain would be an objectively sinful act and impede that Catholic's reception of Communion or his reception into the Church.   15.
There might be specific cases, however, when for grave reasons Church authorities allow a person an informal severance of association from an organization. This means that the person does not officially withdraw but ceases to participate in any meetings or activities of the organization until he or she is no longer considered a member. From a Catholic standpoint, the statement "once a Mason always a Mason" is simply untrue, even if Masons hold to this position.
In spite of its mystique and elaborate myths, Masonry is just as much a human social organization as myriad other secret societies. After all, becoming a Mason hardly leaves an indelible and eternal mark on the soul as does baptism and ordination. For all practical purposes one ceases to be a Mason the moment one decides to sever the relationship.
As there is much ignorance regarding the Church's position, and the motives of principle which lie at the heart of Masonry's incompatibility with Catholicism, it is incumbent upon priests to study the phenomenon, understand the Church's reasons and explain them to others. This explanation may be public, especially where Masonry is active in the area of a parish, or private, to Catholics who have unwittingly become involved. ZE07022022

6. Church opposition to Masonry rock solid: Vatican official 
http://www.cathnews.com/news/703/22.php 
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A high ranking Vatican official has restated Church teaching on Masonic associations, saying that Catholics who enrol in such associations are in a state of grave sin and may not receive communion.
Apostolic Penitentiary regent, Bishop Gianfranco Girotti made the statement on Thursday at a conference on the topic of Freemasonry held at the St Bonaventure Pontifical Theological Faculty, Zenit reports.
The bishop presided over the congress held in cooperation with the Socio-Religious Research and Information Group of Italy. Officials of Masonic associations and grand masters also took part in the meeting.
Bishop Girotti reminded his listeners that the Church has always criticised the concepts and philosophy of Freemasonry, considering them incompatible with the Catholic faith.
He mentioned the last official reference document, "Declaration on Masonic Associations," which was signed by the then prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, on 26 November 1983. The text states that since the principles of Masonic associations "have always been considered irreconcilable with the doctrine of the Church," membership in them, therefore, "remains forbidden." "The faithful who enrol in Masonic associations are in a state of grave sin and may not receive Holy Communion," adds the declaration signed by Cardinal Ratzinger, who is now Benedict XVI. 
Fr Zbigniew Suchecki, an expert in the subject, quoted number 1374 of the Code of Canon Law, which reads: "Whoever is inscribed in an association that plots against the Church must be punished with a just penalty; whoever promotes or directs that association, must be banned." "Masonry's attempts to express divine truths are based on relativism and do not agree with the principles of the Christian faith," Fr Suchecki said.
Bishop Girotti made reference to the statements of some priests who have declared publicly their membership in Masonry and called for the intervention of "their direct superiors," not excluding the possibility that "measures of a canonical character might come from the Holy See."
SOURCE Regent Restates Vatican's Anti-Masonry Position (Zenit, 2/2/07) 

7. Masonry, Atheism and Catholicism 
Interview with Author of "The Masonic Plot"
http://www.ewtn.com/library/ISSUES/zmasathcath.htm  
BURGOS, Spain, June 3, 2007 (Zenit.org) What's true and what's not about the Masons is the topic of a recent book by an expert in the history of religions. Father Manuel Guerra Gómez, who is an author of 25 books on sects and other topics, recently released "La trama masónica" (The Masonic Plot), published in Spanish by Styria. Father Guerra is a diocesan priest of Burgos, and a retired professor of the Burgos headquarters of the Faculty of Theology of Northern Spain.
In this interview with ZENIT he says that "the Masonic method, atheistic in nature, reflects historical relativism and leads to the socio-cultural relativism that it promotes."
Q: Is the famous Masonic conspiracy a myth?
Father Guerra: It is necessary to distinguish between Masonry and the Masons. Masonry, as such, does not aspire to power or at least to having it serve its own principles and interests.                                             16.
Nevertheless, Masons are in fact present in every international organization in which decisions are made and in the multinational corporations that have an influence on economic and political power. It is logical to think that they try to pass on their ideological principles -- relativism, atheism, Gnosticism -- wherever they are and to irradiate them beyond their own context. On the other hand, in the English-speaking world and in the northern countries, in Turkey, etc., it is not that they seek to gain power, they are the power.
Thus, for example, the sovereign of the United Kingdom is also the grand master of the United Grand Lodge of England, and of the more than 150 grand lodges -- one for every country, and in the United States one for every state. In 1995, in the United Grand Lodge of England there were 750,000 members belonging to 8,000 lodges throughout the world.
Besides this, because of the rule of secrecy, there is no way of knowing for certain where they are active and how far their direct influence extends, and much less do we know the extent of their indirect influence. Tony Blair's government sought to institute the obligation that Masons declare their membership in the group, especially if they were functionaries of the state and above all if they worked in the area of justice or in the police. The response of 1,400 English judges who voluntarily declared their membership in the Masons is commendable. Evidently there are many more.
Following the scandals of the secret Propaganda Due Lodge of Licio Gelli in Italy, functionaries in certain areas of Italian public administration must declare whether that they are Masons at the risk of losing their post.
Q: Is it true that 60% of the members of the European Parliament are Masons?
Father Guerra: This and a similar claim were made by Josep Corominas, grand master of the Grand Lodge of Spain up until March 2006. On Feb. 9, 2007, he left the Grand Lodge of Spain, but affirmed that he would continue to be a Mason and wanted to be considered such. Is this a new division which has given place to a new Masonic obedience, or is it an incorporation into one already existing?
Indeed, all the proposals pertaining to family and bioethics issues, dissenting from the teaching of the Church and even the natural law, have been approved by the European Parliament. There is also the case of the Italian Rocco Buttiglione who was rejected as a European commissioner by an atheist majority of the Parliament.
Q: In Rome a conference has just ended in which the incompatibility of Catholicism and Masonry was recalled. A call for dialogue with Masons on socio-cultural questions was made. How can this happen?
Father Guerra: Despite the objective incompatibility between Masonry and Catholicism, Catholics can dialogue with Masons at different levels, except for those things that the Holy See, aware of the risks, has reserved for its exclusive competence.
In the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith's declaration on Freemasonry it is stated that it "is not within the competence of local ecclesiastical authorities to give a judgment on the nature of Masonic associations which would imply a derogation from what has been decided above, and this in line with the declaration of this sacred congregation issued on Feb. 17, 1981."
It is likewise necessary to consider the reality and consequences of Masonic secrecy. How can you dialogue with someone who wears a mask? Despite this, it is still possible to dialogue about socio-cultural questions. Even if religions and ideologies end up forming and conforming the respective cultures to themselves, there always exists some common ground. Unlike that which is specifically religious and ideological, the cultural ambit is still a sector about which it is possible to dialogue, at least in theory. It is easier to undertake dialogue on intercultural issues -- like poverty, literacy, the environment, health, globalization, etc. -- than on interreligious issues. Nevertheless, even on this terrain, dialogue with the Masons encounters serious difficulties, insofar as Masonic atheism, open or hidden, tends to relegate to the margins religious particularities, that which is not common to all religions and moral codes, and tends to enclose it -- like someone under "house arrest" -- in the forum of personal conscience and behind Church walls.
In this sense Masonry works to eliminate the socio-cultural trappings of Christianity in traditionally Christian countries -- such as for example Nativity scenes or representations of symbols of the Christmas mystery -- the star of Bethlehem, the Three Kings, etc.
Q: Does Masonry substitute itself for religion?
Father Guerra: Masonry, in line with one of its products, the New Age, prefers to use the term "spirituality," which has a more subjective resonance than the term "religion."
Some Masons say that they are Christians and deny that Masonry is a religion. They should rather recognize that they belong to two religions: the Catholic one and the Masonic one. But in fact, at least for many, above all for the Masons who are agnostics and deists, Masonry is a substitute for religion. Indeed, Masonry is called a "religion" and sometimes "the religion" in Masonic writings and those of Masons.
Q: How were you able to get up close to this world if it is so secretive?
Father Guerra: I dedicated many hours of study to the constitutions, rules and rituals of the different federations of Masonic lodges, spoke with Masons and ex-Masons in Spain and Mexico, and read books on Masonry by Masons and non-Masons.                                                                                                         17.
About 10 years ago in Mexico I spent two summers speaking daily with Masonic and non-Masonic university professors. I spent the afternoons visiting the centers of different sects, some of them para-Masonic, that are on the outskirts of the cities.
Q: Does Masonry have more to do with a method than a content?
Father Guerra: Man, besides thinking, also feels and imagines. Sentiments and imagination can interfere with and disturb mental lucidity. But despite this, ideas and beliefs orient man; principles create and orient human institutions. But to achieve the objective it is necessary to use the right "method."
The Greek word "odos" means "way," and "met" means the "goal" at which we want to arrive. In Masonry the method aims at the highest categories and the maximum effectiveness since it in fact constitutes one of the "principles," perhaps the most fundamental, the one that is at the basis of all the others.
It is precisely because of its method that Masonry ends up being incompatible with Christian doctrine. The Masonic method, atheistic in nature, reflects historical relativism and leads to the socio-cultural relativism that it promotes.
Alain Gérard, one of the directors of the Grand Orient of France, says that "Masonry is only a method." According to him, a Mason can have "opinions" or the beliefs of a particular religion, but the Masonic method obliges him to "call into question" his opinions and to accept the possibility that they will be declared false or surpassed by a more solid rational system and with the support of the majority. "You cannot have a real discussion if, whatever be the outcome of the discussion, there will always be some points about which you are convinced you are right," Gérard says.
With this the Masonic allergy to dogmas and to dogmatic and revealed religion, especially to Christianity, comes to light.
This also explains why Masons tend to consider democracy as an achievement of Masonry and the democratic method -- approval by majority vote -- as something connatural to Masonry. This democratic method they extend to every reality, including the truth itself, the good, etc. The present grand master of the Grand Orient of France, Jean Michel Quilardet, in a statement to the Spanish newspaper La Voz de Asturias on Jan. 29, 2007, said that "you can think that a non-atheistic democracy exists -- and non-atheistic means non-Masonic -- but to my way of seeing things and to my way of thinking atheism is an accomplishment of democracy." Thus, those democrats who are not atheists or Masons, if they are democrats, would be second-class democrats.
Q: Are the Masons a creative minority? Are Christians as well?
Father Guerra: Masons obviously do not have a monopoly on creativity. Even if it is of a different nature, creativity also belongs to Christians with the help of divine grace and the influence of the Holy Spirit. And Christian creativity is not of a lesser sort. To demonstrate this all we need to do is look at the history of the Church and at its adaptation of evangelization to quite variable social and cultural circumstances in the 2000 years of its existence. "The hand of the Lord is not too short" -- Isaiah 59:1 -- in our day. When, a few years ago, Pope John Paul II called the ecclesial movements "the new springtime of the Spirit," "the renewed Pentecost," "a special gift that the Spirit offers to the Church in our historical moment," I initially attributed it to his incredible goodness. The good and holy person only sees good in everything, like the greedy man sees lucre and the lustful man sees sexual pleasure. When, however, I worked on a piece called "The Ecclesial Movements in Spain," and I was able to see the reality for myself, it left a deep impression. What creativity the sons and daughters of the Church, moved and inspired by the Holy Spirit, have today!
How could the Church or the world survive if the ecclesial movements -- the educational projects, the aid work, etc. -- disappeared, leaving a kind of large "black hole" in the ecclesial and socio-cultural galaxies? ZE07060311

8. Bishop refuses Catholic burial for politician May 24, 2010
http://www.ucanews.com/2010/05/24/bishop-refuses-catholic-burial-for-politician/ 
Bishop Emilio Marquez of Lucena said he denied giving Governor Rafael Nantes Catholic burial rites because he was a born-again Christian and a Mason who did not repent. "Canon 1184 states, that Church funeral rites are to be denied to 'notorious apostates, heretics and schismatics' unless they showed some signs of repentance before death," the bishop told UCA News. He said Nantes was "known everywhere" as a born-again Christian and to provide him a Catholic burial would cause scandal and confusion.

Nantes, 53, and three others died when their helicopter crashed in Lucena City, Quezon Province 100 kilometers southeast of Manila, on May 17. He was buried on May 22 in a private cemetery in Lucban town, Quezon. Bishop Marquez said Nantes’ sister, a Catholic, asked him to reconsider his decision, but accepted it after he explained Church law.

"I explained to her that canon 1184 applies to his being a known born-again Christian, and the Philippine bishops’ protocol on Masonry, which does not allow for a Church burial," Bishop Marquez said.

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines on March 14, 1990, declared Church funeral rites will be denied to any Catholic who belonged to any Masonic association, unless there was some sign of repentance before death.                                                                                                18.
9. FREEMASONRY 
http://www.holyspiritinteractive.net/columns/williamsaunders/straightanswers/59.asp 
By Fr. William P. Saunders Ph. D.
There seems to be some confusion about whether Catholics are allowed to be Masons. I know some Catholics who are Masons. They say that the Church has changed its ban on Masons, and Catholics may join. I don’t think so. What is the Straight Answer? 

Before addressing the question at hand, let’s first consider the organization itself. The origins of the Masons or what is officially called Freemasonry are hard to pinpoint. With the decline of cathedral building in the aftermath of the Protestant movement, mason guilds began accepting non-masons as members to bolster their dwindling membership. Eventually, the non-masons outnumbered the masons, and the guilds became places for the discussion of ethics and morality while retaining the secret signs, symbols and gestures of the original guild. Four such guilds merged in 1717 in London, England, to form the Grand Lodge of Freemasons. (A "freemason" was a highly skilled mason who enjoyed the privileges of membership in a trade guild.) Masons gradually spread throughout the world.  Old "handbooks" of freemasonry define the organization as "a peculiar system of morality veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols," "a science which is engaged in the search after the divine truth," and "the activity of closely united men who, employing symbolical forms borrowed principally from the mason's trade and from architecture, work for the welfare of mankind, striving morally to ennoble themselves and others and thereby to bring about a universal league of mankind which they aspire to exhibit even now on a small scale." James Anderson (d. 1739), a Scottish Presbyterian minister, wrote the Book of Constitutions in which he contrived the "traditional" albeit spurious history of freemasonry. 
Masons hold that God, "the Great Architect," founded freemasonry, and that it had as patrons, Adam and the Patriarchs. Even Jesus is listed as "the Grand Master" of the Christian Church. They credit themselves with the building of Noah's Ark, the Tower of Babel, the Pyramids and Solomon's Temple. In all, freemasonry borrows liberally from the history and traditions of cultic groups such as the Druids, Mithars, Egyptian priesthood, Rosicrucians and others to weave its own history. 
The Catholic Church has difficulty with freemasonry because it is indeed a kind of religion unto itself. The practice of freemasonry includes temples, altars, a moral code, worship services, vestments, feast days, a hierarchy of leadership, initiation and burial rites, and promises of eternal reward and punishment. While in America, most Masons are Christian and will display a Bible on their "altar," in the same lodges or elsewhere, Jews, Muslims, Hindus or other non-Christian religions can be admitted and may use their own sacred Scriptures. (In France, in 1877, the "Grand Orient" Lodge eliminated the need to believe in God or the immortality of the soul, thereby admitting atheists into their fold. This atheistic type of freemasonry spread particularly in Latin countries.) Moreover, the rituals involve the corruption of Christianity. The cross is merely a symbol of nature and eternal life, devoid of Christ's sacrifice for sin. INRI (for Christians, Iesus Nazarenus Rex Iudaeorum, i.e. Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews) means for Masons Igne Natura Renovatur Integra, i.e. by fire nature is renewed entirely, referring to the sacred fire's (i.e. truth and love) regeneration of mankind just as the sun regenerates nature in the spring. The rituals are also inimical to Catholicism. During the initiation rite, the candidate expresses a desire to seek "light," and he is assured that he will receive the light of spiritual instruction that he could not receive in another Church. Moreover, he will gain eternal rest in the "celestial lodge" if he lives and dies according to Masonic principles. Note also that since Masonry involves non-Christians, the use of the name of Jesus is forbidden within the lodge. For Catholics, (and hopefully all sincere Christians), Christ alone is the light who entered this world to dispel sin and darkness. A strong anti-Catholicism also permeates freemasonry. 
The two traditional enemies of freemasonry are the royalty and the papacy. Masons even believe that Christ, dying on Calvary, was "the greatest among the apostles of Humanity, braving Roman despotism and the fanaticism and bigotry of the priesthood." When a Mason reaches the 30th degree in the Masonic hierarchy, called the Kadosh, the person crushes with his foot the papal tiara and the royal crown, and swears to free mankind "from the bondage of Despotism and the thraldom of spiritual tyranny." Now pause for a moment: Would a sincere Catholic commit such an action? In a word, "no." 
A second difficulty with freemasonry for Catholics involves the taking of oaths. An oath is a religious act which asks God to witness the truth of the statement or the fulfillment of a promise. Only the Church and the state for serious reason can require an oath. A candidate makes an oath to freemasonry and its secrets, under pain of death or self-mutilation, by kneeling blindfolded in front of the altar, placing both hands on the volume of sacred law (perhaps even the Bible), the square, and compass, and repeating after the "worshipful master." Keep in mind that the candidate does not yet even know all the "secrets" to which he is taking an oath. This oath is wrongful because of to whom and to what the candidate is swearing.                                               19.
The history of freemasonry has proven its anti-Catholic nature. In the United States, one of the leaders of freemasonry, Gen. Albert Pike (d. 1891), referred to the papacy as "a deadly, treacherous enemy," and wrote, "The papacy has been for a thousand years the torturer and curse of Humanity, the most shameless imposture, in its pretense to spiritual power of all ages." In France in 1877, and in Portugal in 1910, Freemasons took control of the government for a time and enacted laws to restrict the activities of the Church particularly in education. In Italy, the movement in the mid-1800s to unify the country was infiltrated by Freemasons who were intent on abolishing the papacy and restricting the rights of the Catholic Church. In Latin America, Freemasons have expressed anti-Church and anti-clerical sentiment. Without doubt, one reason why Western Europe suffers from its present secularism is because of the role of freemasonry since the 19th century. Since the decree "In Eminenti" of Pope Clement XII in 1738, Catholics have been forbidden to join the Masons, and until 1983, under pain of excommunication. Scanning official documents, the Church has condemned freemasonry and other secret societies at least 53 times since 1738, and has specifically repeated the condemnation of freemasonry 21 times. (The Orthodox and several Protestant churches also ban membership in the Masons.) Confusion occurred in 1974 when a letter by Cardinal Franjo Seper, then prefect of the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, was interpreted to mean that Catholics could join Masonic lodges that were not anti-Catholic, an interpretation widely advanced by the media; however, the same congregation declared this interpretation as erroneous in 1981. On Nov. 26, 1983, with the approval of Pope John Paul II, the Sacred Congregation (whose prefect was Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, now Pope Benedict XVI) reiterated the ban on Catholics joining the Masons: "The Church's negative position on Masonic association ... remain unaltered, since their principles have always been regarded as irreconcilable with the Church's doctrine. Hence, joining them remains prohibited by the Church. Catholics enrolled in Masonic associations are involved in serious sin and may not approach Holy Communion." Neither this declaration nor the 1983 Code of Canon Law imposed the penalty of excommunication on Catholics belonging to the Masons. However, the Holy See has upheld that belonging to freemasonry and participating in its rituals is a mortal sin which prevents one from receiving Holy Communion. Some Masonic lodges may provide great service to the community. Nevertheless, when a Catholic understands this group’s history, religious pretense, anti-Catholic bias and violence against the Catholic Church, one must question, "Why would a serious, practicing Catholic even consider joining?" So the straight answer is, "No, Catholics may not join the Masons.”

10. ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH LAW REGARDING FREEMASONRY
http://www.io.com/~janebm/churchlaw.html
By Reid McInvale, Full Member, Texas Lodge of Research Member, Holland Lodge No. 1, Houston, Texas

Note: This paper was presented before the Texas Lodge of Research A.F. & A.M. (TLR) on June 13, 1992 and has been published in volume XXVII of "Transactions", the official publication of the TLR. Further, this paper has also been reproduced and published in The Illinois Lodge of Research "Transactions", Volume 8,  Number 2,  page 14 (August, 1997). Publication of this paper without permission of the author is prohibited by law*. This web page has no relationship to the TLR or any Masonic organization, and the author is solely responsible for its content. Questions and comments regarding this paper should be directed to the Editor of The Freemasons' Page of Reason and emailed to reid.mcinvale@gmail.com.       *Permission taken March 28, 2011
Freemasonry is an important topic of discussion for Catholic theologians and clerics. The Roman Catholic hierarchy are, and historically have been, quite interested in Freemasonry. For over two hundred and fifty years the Vatican has been condemning Masonry and seeking to prevent the Lodge membership of Catholics. 

Masons are of many opinions regarding the present state of affairs between the Roman Catholic Church and the Masonic Fraternity (or Freemasonry). There seems to be a growing assumption that antipathy between the church and Masonry is a matter of historical importance only and that relations are such that Catholics can become Masons without retribution by the church. Some brethren and some Catholics believe that since the Second Ecumenical Council, which was conducted from 1962 to 1965 and is informally known as "Vatican II", the attitude of the church has been to regard Freemasonry as an acceptable sphere for fraternal interaction. This paper is intended to present current Roman Catholic Church law regarding Roman Catholic membership and participation in Freemasonry, along with historical background to the development of that church law. 

Roman Catholic Church Canon Law is defined as "That body of law constituted by legitimate ecclesiastical authority for the proper organization and government of the church as a visible society. The term Canon is used to designate the body of law that is proper to the Roman Catholic Church."1 

Canon Law was for centuries a simple compilation of Papal pronouncements including constitutions and encyclicals, as well as Sacred Writings and other church generated documents, some of which were contradictory. The first generally accepted authoritative collection of Roman Catholic Church Law was what is now known as the Decretum of Gratian, formally known as Concordia Discordant Cononum.                       20.
This work by a twelfth century monk includes apostolic constitutions, Canons of Sacred Councils and patristic texts, all with commentary. Gratian's commentary attempted to reconcile conflicting authorities and compose a comprehensive treatment of church law. 

In later centuries various church councils promulgated laws, and popes made pronouncements, but a comprehensive, consistent and authoritative statement of church law was lacking. Finally, the Codex Iuris Canonici, commonly known as the Code of Canon Law, was promulgated by Pope Benedict XV on 27 May 1917 in the Constitution Providentissim Mater Ecclesia. It went into effect 19 May 1918, and constituted the first codification of church law.2 
Whether under the influence of papal pronouncements or under the Code of Canon Law, the Church's attitude toward Masonry has been consistent. After Freemasonry became known to the world at large in the early eighteenth century, the church took notice of it, and objected to it. Eight popes have issued pronouncements either explicitly condemning Freemasons or those activities and principles identified with Freemasonry.3 
The pronouncements took the form of constitutions, encyclicals, apostolic epistles, and addresses. Constitutions were the old style position papers or statements of church law issued by popes. Encyclicals are letters from the pope circulated to the bishops stating the church's position on certain matters. 
The papal pronouncements relating to Freemasonry are as follows: 

Clement XII, In Eminenti, 28 April 1738 

This constitution was the first public written attack by the papacy against Masonry. In In Eminenti the principal objections to Freemasonry given were: that it was open to men of all religions; that there were oaths taken; that Masons denied clerical authority, and that Masons met in secret.4 
Pope Clement forbade Masonic membership by Catholics and directed the "Inquisitors of Heretical Depravity" to take action against Catholics who became Masons or assisted Freemasonry in any way. He ordered excommunication as punishment for those who defied his ban.
Benedict XIV, Providas, 18 May 1751 

This constitution confirmed In Eminenti and condemned Freemasonry on the grounds of its naturalism, demand for oaths, secrecy, religious indifferentism, possible threat to the church and state. It specifically forbids Roman Catholics from seeking membership in any Masonic group.5 
Pius VII, Ecclesiam A Jesu Christo, 13 September 1821 

The constitution Ecclesiam specifies excommunication for Freemasons and gives as reason for the censure the oath bound secrecy of the society and their conspiracies against the church and state. It also links Freemasonry with the Society of the Carbonari, known as the "Charcoal Burners", who at that time were active in Italy and were believed to be a revolutionary group.6 
Leo XII, Quo Gravioria Mala, 13 March 1825 

This constitution restated the Roman Catholic Church's objection to Freemasonry as a secret society, with oath-bound secrecy, which conspires against church and state.7 
Pius VIII, Traditi Humilitati, 24 May 1829 

This encyclical is considered by some Roman Catholic authorities to be an anti-Masonic polemic.8 
It warned against a secret society whose "cunning purpose is to...lead the students along the path of Baal." It called for Catholics to "...eradicate those secret societies of factious men who, completely opposed to God and to princes, are wholly dedicated to bringing about the fall of the Church, the destruction of kingdoms, and disorder in the whole world."9 It also makes reference to the anti-Masonic pronouncements of previous popes. 
Litteris Altero, 25 March 1830 

This apostolic letter reiterated earlier papal condemnations of Freemasonry. It specifically condemns the influence of Freemasonry in education.10 
Gregory XVI, Mirari Vos, 15 August 1832 

This was an encyclical on liberalism and religious indifferentism. Religious indifferentism is defined as "... the fraud of the wicked who claim that it is possible to obtain the eternal salvation of the soul by the profession of any kind of religion, as long as morality is maintained." This encyclical does not mention Masonry, but religious indifferentism is one of the charges often leveled against Freemasonry in papal pronouncements.11 
Some Roman Catholic authorities identify this pronouncement as anti-Masonic.12                                       21.
Pius IX, Qui Pluribus, 9 November 1846 

This encyclical calls for Roman Catholics to fight against heresy. It decries those who put human reason above faith, and who believe in human progress. Strangely, it also attacks secret "sects" and "crafty" Bible societies who "force on people of all kinds, even the uneducated, gifts of the Bible." This encyclical also calls "perverse" religious indifferentism.13 While not mentioning Masonry directly, it criticizes those it does not identify for those same faults that the previous papal pronouncements imputed to Freemasonry, and is regarded as an anti-Masonic pronouncement by some Catholic sources. 
Quibus Quantisque Malis, 20 April 1849 

This pronouncement is referred to by some authorities as anti-Masonic,14 but is unavailable in English translation. 
Quanta Cura, 8 December 1864 

This is an Encyclical condemning "current errors", including naturalism. It calls liberty of conscience and worship the "liberty of perdition". It attacks communism and socialism directly, but does not mention Freemasonry.15 Quanta Cura is referred to by some authorities as an encyclical dealing with Freemasonry.16 
An attack on naturalism is usually understood to be an attack on Freemasonry. 
Multiplices Inter, 25 September 1865 

This is an address made by Pope Pius IX condemning Freemasonry and other secret societies. In it, he accuses Masonic associations of conspiracy against the church, God and civil society. He further attributes revolutions and uprisings to Masonic activities, and denounces secret oaths, clandestine meetings and Masonic penalties.17
Apostolicae Sedis Moderatoni, 12 October 1869 

This is a constitution relating to Canon Law. It clarifies the procedure regarding censure in Canon Law, changes some Canons and establishes a new list of censures.18 
Some authorities state the document relates to Freemasonry,19 but it is unavailable in English translation. 
Etsi Multa, 21 November 1873 

In the encyclical Etsi Multa, Pope Pius condemned Masonry by stating that Masonic groups were among the "sects" from which "....the synagogue of Satan is formed ...."20 
Leo XIII, Etsi Nos, 15 February 1882 

This papal encyclical speaks about the conditions then prevalent in Italy and refers to a "pernicious sect" at war with Jesus Christ, which sect he blames for civil unrest in Italy.21 
Some Roman Catholic authorities identify this as a reference to Freemasonry.22 
Humanum Genus, 20 April 1884 

The encyclical Humanum Genus is considered to contain one of the most vicious attacks on Freemasonry of any papal pronouncements. It states that "A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor a bad tree produce good fruit...the Masonic sect produces fruits that are pernicious and of the bitterest savor." It goes on to say that Freemasonry's goal is the destruction of the Roman Catholic Church, and that Freemasonry and the Roman Catholic Church are adversaries. Pope Leo further stated that many Freemasons are unaware of the ultimate goals of Freemasonry and should not be considered partners in the criminal acts perpetrated by Freemasonry. He also condemns the naturalism of Freemasonry, by which is meant the belief that "human nature and human reason ought in all things to be mistress and guide...they allow no dogma of religion or truth which cannot be understood by the human intelligence, nor any teacher who ought to be believed by reason of his authority."23 It is interesting to note that Brother Albert Pike stated that this encyclical was a "...declaration of war, and the signal for a crusade, against the rights of man...."24 
Officio Sanctissimo, 22 December 1887 

This is an encyclical epistle concerning Bavaria and includes a warning against Freemasonry. It states that Freemasonry is a "contagion", and is a "sect of darkness".25 
Dall'Alto Dell'Apostolico Seggio, 15 October 1890 

This encyclical, also known as Ab Apostolici, dealt with Freemasonry in Italy. It condemned the contemporary course of public affairs in Italy as the realization of the "Masonic programme". This alleged "programme" was said to involve a "deadly hatred of the Church", the abolition of religious instruction in schools and the absolute independence of civil society from clerical influence.26                                                                             22.
Inimica Vis, 18 December 1892 

This encyclical epistle to the bishops of Italy addresses Freemasonry in Italy. It reiterates the urgent necessity of combating the ends of Freemasonry, and entreats the bishops to work to convert victims of Freemasonry. It complains that some Roman Catholic clergy are entering into or cooperating with Freemasonry.27
Custodi di Qualla Fede, 18 December 1892 

This is an encyclical epistle to the people of Italy attacking Freemasonry. It tells how to work against Freemasonry in ways such as guarding Catholic homes against infiltration, setting up Catholic schools and mutual aid societies, and establishing a Catholic press. It contains virulent criticism of Freemasonry.28 
Praeclara, 20 June 1894 

Praeclara is an apostolic letter to the rulers and nations of the world which calls for union with the church of Rome, and which warns against Freemasonry.29 
Annum Ingressi, 18 March 1902 

Annum Ingressi is an apostolic epistle to the bishops of the world reviewing the 25 years of his pontificate. It also urges resistance to Freemasonry.30 

As one can tell from the increasingly harsh attacks on Freemasonry by the popes, the various papal pronouncements appear not to have impeded the progress of Masonry. The attitude of the Vatican has not always been the attitude of the clergy or of the people. 

It is important to note that in the 18th century the then popes' condemnations of Freemasonry were not promulgated in America by the church's chief cleric, Bishop John Carroll. Bishop Carroll wrote in a letter in 1794 and spoke of the lodge question as follows: "I do not pretend that these decrees (against Freemasonry) are received generally by the Church, or have full authority in these dioceses."31 That wasn't to be the last time that American Catholics refused to freely support the Vatican's position regarding Freemasonry. 

British Roman Catholics had a similar attitude toward church authority. There were Roman Catholic Grandmasters of English Masonry during the 18th Century, including Thomas, Duke of Norfolk who was Grandmaster of the Premier Grand Lodge of England in 1730. Robert Edward, Ninth Lord Petre, who was considered the head of the Catholic community in England, became Grandmaster of the Premier Grand Lodge in 1772 and served for 5 years.32 
With the advent of the 1917 Code of Canon Law, the Church incorporated the attitude of previous papal encyclicals into something akin to statutory law. In Canon 2335 of the 1917 Code of Canon Law, the church held that "those who joined a Masonic sect, or other societies of the same sort, plot against the church or against legitimate civil authority, incur excommunication". This was explicit church law for decades thereafter. 

After the Second Ecumenical Council (Vatican II) there began clerical questioning of the church's condemnation of Masonry. In 1968 a book was printed in Spain entitled La Masoneria Despues del Concilio (Masonry after Vatican II).33 
The author was a Jesuit Priest, Father J. A. Ferrer Benimeli, whose thesis was that regular Freemasonry should not be condemned. He condemned irregular Freemasonry only, since it was atheistic and anti-clerical. 

The growing ambivalence of the church's position regarding Freemasonry became official in 1974 when Franjo Cardinal Seper, Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, sent letters to John Cardinal Krol of Philadelphia and others regarding the force and meaning of Canon 2335 of the 1917 Code of Canon Law.34 
The Cardinal, doubtlessly prompted by the ecumenical fervor of the times, stated that the Canon still remained in force, but that since penal laws are subject to strict interpretation, excommunication would only be applicable to those Roman Catholics who joined organizations which actively plotted against the Roman Catholic Church. Given that Masonry does not plot against the Roman Catholic Church, the letter was interpreted by many to mean that the Cardinal's statement signaled that the ancient strictures against Roman Catholic membership in Masonry had been removed. 

It will be remembered that in 1978 both Pope Paul VI and Pope John Paul I died and Pope John Paul II was elected. With him, conservatives in the church regained power. Their influence can be felt by the back tracking and retreat from ecumenicism of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith is an authoritative high level organization in the Vatican concerned with church law and purity of doctrine. On 2 March 1981, just seven years after Cardinal Seper's letter, the Congregation retreated from borderline tolerance of Freemasonry. It issued the "Declaration on Catholic Membership in Masonic Associations".35 In this declaration, the letter of 1974 was blamed for giving "rise to erroneous and tendentious interpretations". By this declaration the Congregation was in effect saying that the old rules relating to Freemasonry were back in force.                                                                                                                 23.
The Roman Catholic Church presently operates under the new Code of Canon Law which was promulgated in 1983. This new Code revised Canon 2335 of the 1917 Code, and incorporated it into new Canon 1734, which reads as follows:" One who joins an association which plots against the church is to be punished with a just penalty; one who promotes or moderates such an association, however, is to be punished with an interdict."36 As can be seen, no longer does the Canon impose excommunication on Catholic Masons, or even mention Masons directly. 
One interesting feature of the 1983 Code is that it appears to differentiate between simple lodge membership, the punishment for which is a "just penalty", and promoting or holding office in such a society, the punishment for which is an "interdict".
An "interdict" is a punishment or vindictive penalty by which the Roman Catholic faithful, remaining in communion with the church, are forbidden certain sacraments and are prohibited from participation in certain sacred acts. It is a censure. Those bound by a personal interdict are forbidden to celebrate or assist at divine services, and are denied ecclesiastical burial.37 It appears, therefore, that where Masonic groups are determined to have plotted against the church, Catholic officers of those lodges will be subject to a stiffer penalty than will regular members who are Catholic. 

As a consequence of the new Code of Canon Law and Cardinal Seper's letter, the church was faced with answering the question `since the new Code does not prescribe a punishment for belonging to a Masonic organization, does that mean that the church approves of such membership as long as no plotting against the Roman Catholic Church occurs?' In other words, has there been a rapprochement between Masonry and Roman Catholicism? Numerous persons have, since the promulgation of the new Code of Canon Law in 1983, set out to answer that question. In this author's view, the question has been answered conclusively in the negative. 

On 26 November 1983, the same year that the church adopted the new Canon of Church Law, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith issued a statement declaring that "the church's negative position on masonic associations, therefore, remains unaltered, since their principles have always been regarded as irreconcilable with the church's doctrine...Catholics enrolled in masonic associations are involved in serious sin and may not approach holy communion."38 
One can see how this new policy statement conflicts with the ecumenical nature of Cardinal Seper's 1974 letter and the changes in Canon Law. Clearly there had been retrograde movement in the church's attitude toward Masonry. The Congregation avoided directly overriding their 1974 statement by drawing a distinction between penal law and morality. They held that what was meant in their 1974 statement was that Catholics could not be excommunicated or otherwise punished for merely being Masons, insofar as the particular Masonic group to which they belonged did not attack the church. However, the Congregation held that it was nonetheless immoral to belong to Masonic groups because Freemasonry was, in their view, antithetical to the teachings and authority of the church. Clearly, the momentum toward a rapprochement between Freemasonry and the church had been lost. 

Influenced by the statements of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, and the reversal of the short lived drift toward ecumenicism, in 1985 the United States Bishops Committee for Pastoral Research and Practices published a report entitled "Masonry & Naturalistic Religion"39. The Pastoral Research & Practices Committee Report states that while one can no longer be excommunicated for being a Mason, it is none the less sinful to belong to Masonic organizations. The rationale is that the principles of Masonry are irreconcilable with those of the church. The report goes on to quote a six year study of Masonry by the bishops of Germany and the study of American Masonry by Professor William Whalen.40 The Committee Report quotes those sources as stating that the principles and basic rituals of Masonry embody a naturalistic religion, active participation in which is incompatible with Christian faith and practice. Those who knowingly embrace such principles are "committing serious sin". 

As could be predicted, and in line with its history, the American church at large is more tolerant of Freemasonry. Perhaps the attitude of American Catholics and the American church was best expressed in a letter from Bishop Fiorenza of the Houston-Galveston diocese, in which he said: 

".... In the historical view, Freemasonry in Europe and Latin America has opposed the Catholic Church and has been virulent in its anti-clerical attitude. To a great extent, however, this mentality is not typical of Freemasonry in the United States .... There is a concern that certain Freemasonry groups display all the elements of a religion, but forbid the mention of Jesus Christ within the lodge. This, too, is not exemplified in masonic groups in the United States but is found in other parts of the world. Most Masons in this country join for social and business reasons. 

In general, there has been no conflict between Freemasonry and the Catholic Church in this country. Both organizations have existed in harmony in the United States...."41                                                              24.
While the apparent tolerance of American Catholics toward Masonry is encouraging, the Vatican and the U.S. Conference of Bishops have made determinative rulings by which American Catholics at large are expected to abide. The final nail in the coffin of any possible near term rapprochement between the Catholic Church and Freemasonry appears to have been a declaration published in the official Vatican newspaper L'Osservatore Romano by Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, ".... The faithful who enroll in masonic associations are in a state of grave sin and may not receive Holy Communion.... In an audience... the Supreme Pontiff John Paul II approved and ordered the publication of this declaration..."42 Thus, the present pope is on record opposing Masonic membership for Catholics. 

In subsequent editions of the newspaper the holding of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, approved by the pope, has been restated and substantiated. For those of a philosophical bent, the 11 March 1985, L'Osservatore Romano (English language edition) contains an article which argues that Masonry establishes a relativistic symbolic concept of morality unacceptable to Catholicism.43 

Thus, and despite the Second Ecumenical Council, the hostile tenor of Roman Catholic Church pronouncements toward Masonry remains unabated, and official church attitudes and law are not meaningfully different from those of previous centuries. The atmosphere and tradition established by long dead European popes and Freemasons continues to haunt American Freemasons. By denying communion to Roman Catholics who are Masons, the church denies obedient Roman Catholics the opportunity to share in the brotherhood of Freemasonry, and Freemasons lose the opportunity to share fraternal bonds with many Roman Catholics. 
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                                                                                                                                                                   SEXUAL CONNOTATIONS TO MASONIC SYMBOLS - SEX IN THE "G"
http://www.cuttingedge.org/free16.htm
EXTRACT The letter "G" figures prominently in Freemasonry. In the lower degrees, the initiate is told that this letter stands for "God" and for "Geometry", which the Supreme Architect of the Universe used to design this wonderful Cosmos. However, occultist, and 33rd Degree Mason, Arthur Waite, quotes Eliphas Levi [also 33rd Degree], telling us that the letter "G" stands for Venus, and that Venus' symbol is a lingam, a stylized phallus. [Masonic author, Arthur Edward Waite, The Mysteries of Magic: A Digest of the Writings of Eliphas Levi, Chicago, DeLaurence, Scott, and Company, 1909, p. 217]

The greatest Masonic author of all time, Albert Pike, agrees. He states [page 631-32 in Morals and Dogma] that the Monad [#1] is male, and the Duad [#2] is female. Their sexual union produces the Triad [#3], which is "represented by the letter 'G', the generative principle". This term "generative principle" is code for the sex act.

Masonry, Beyond the Light 
By W. Schnoebelen, Chick Publications, 1991. Page 146 [Book in my library]

"The central symbols of Freemasonry actually represent the human reproductive organs. In what is called esoteric Freemasonry, we learn that the square is the symbol of the lingam (or god-force in witchcraft) and the compasses are the symbol of the female organs called yoni (goddess-force) by occultists."
For Masonic symbols, see also: http://www.christian-restoration.com/fmasonry/symbols.htm.                     26.
11. Masonry (Freemasonry)

Catholic Encyclopedia, http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09771a.htm  

The subject is treated under the following heads: 

I. Name and Definition 
II. Origin and Early History 
III. Fundamental Principles and Spirit 
IV. Propagation and Evolution 
V. Organization and Statistics
VI. Inner Work 
VII. Outer Work 
VIII. Action of State and Church
Name and definition

Leaving aside various fanciful derivations we may trace the word mason to the French maçon (Latin matio or machio), "a builder of walls" or "a stone-cutter" (cf. German Steinmetz, from metzen, "to cut"; and Dutch vrijmetselaar). 

The compound term Freemason occurs first in 1375 — according to a recently found writing, even prior to 1155 [1] — and, contrary to Gould [2] means primarily a mason of superior skill, though later it also designated one who enjoyed the freedom, or the privilege, of a trade guild. [3] In the former sense it is commonly derived from freestone-mason, a mason hewing or building in free (ornamental) stone in opposition to a rough (stone) mason. [4] This derivation, though harmonizing with the meaning of the term, seemed unsatisfactory to some scholars. Hence Speth proposed to interpret the word freemasons as referring to those masons claiming exemption from the control of local guilds of the towns, where they temporarily settled. [5] In accordance with this suggestion the "New English Dictionary of the Philological Society" (Oxford, 1898) favours the interpretation of freemasons as skilled artisans, emancipated according to the medieval practice from the restrictions and control of local guilds in order that they might be able to travel and render services, wherever any great building (cathedral, etc.) was in process of construction. These freemasons formed a universal craft for themselves, with a system of secret signs and passwords by which a craftsman, who had been admitted on giving evidence of competent skill, could be recognized. On the decline of Gothic architecture this craft coalesced with the mason guilds. [6] 

Quite recently W. Begemann [7] combats the opinion of Speth [8] as purely hypothetical, stating that the name freemason originally designated particularly skilled freestone-masons, needed at the time of the most magnificent evolution of Gothic architecture, and nothing else. In English law the word freemason is first mentioned in 1495, while frank-mason occurs already in an Act of 1444-1445. [9] Later, freemason and mason were used as convertible terms. 

The modern signification of Freemasonry in which, since about 1750, the word has been universally and exclusively understood, dates only from the constitution of the Grand Lodge of England, 1717. In this acceptation Freemasonry, according to the official English, Scottish, American, etc., craft rituals, is most generally defined: "A peculiar [some say "particular" or "beautiful"] system of morality veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols." Mackey [10] declares the best definition of Freemasonry to be: "A science which is engaged in the search after the divine truth." The German encyclopedia of Freemasonry, "Handbuch" [11] defines Freemasonry as "the activity of closely united men who, employing symbolical forms borrowed principally from the mason's trade and from architecture, work for the welfare of mankind, striving morally to ennoble themselves and others and thereby to bring about a universal league of mankind [Menschheitsbund], which they aspire to exhibit even now on a small scale". The three editions which this "Handbuch" (Universal Manual of Freemasonry) has had since 1822 are most valuable, the work having been declared by English-speaking Masonic critics by far the best Masonic Encyclopedia ever published. [12] 
Origin and early history

Before entering upon this and the following divisions of our subject it is necessary to premise that the very nature of Freemasonry as a secret society makes it difficult to be sure even of its reputed documents and authorities, and therefore we have consulted only those which are acknowledged and recommended by responsible members of the craft, as stated in the bibliography appended to this article. "It is the opprobrium of Freemasonry", says Mackey [13] 

that its history has never yet been written in a spirit of critical truth; that credulity . . . has been the foundation on which all masonic historical investigations have been built, . . . that the missing links of a chain of evidence have been frequently supplied by gratuitous invention and that statements of vast importance have been carelessly sustained by the testimony of documents whose authenticity has not been proved.                     27.
"The historical portion of old records", he adds [14] 

as written by Anderson, Preston, Smith, Calcott and other writers of that generation, was little more than a collection of fables, so absurd as to excite the smile of every reader.

The germs of nearly all these fantastic theories are contained in Anderson's "The Constitutions of Free Masons" (1723, 1738) which makes Freemasonry coextensive with geometry and the arts based on it; insinuates that God, the Great Architect, founded Freemasonry, and that it had for patrons, Adam, the Patriarchs, the kings and philosophers of old. Even Jesus Christ is included in the list as Grand Master of the Christian Church. Masonry is credited with the building of Noah's Ark, the Tower of Babel, the Pyramids, and Solomon's Temple. Subsequent authors find the origin of Masonry in the Egyptian, Dionysiac, Eleusinian, Mithraic, and Druidic mysteries; in sects and schools such as the Pythagoreans, Essenes, Culdees, Zoroastrians, and Gnostics; in the Evangelical societies that preceded the Reformation; in the orders of knighthood (Johannites, Templars); among the alchemists, Rosicrucians, and Cabbalists; in Chinese and Arabic secret societies. It is claimed also that Pythagoras founded the Druidic institution and hence that Masonry probably existed in England 500 years before the Christian Era. Some authors, considering geological finds as Masonic emblems, trace Masonry to the Miocene (?) Period [15] while others pretend that Masonic science "existed before the creation of this globe, diffused amidst the numerous systems with which the grand empyreum of universal space is furnished". [16] 

It is not then difficult to understand that the attempt to prove the antiquity of Freemasonry with evidence supplied by such monuments of the past as the Pyramids and the Obelisk (removed to New York in 1879) should have resulted in an extensive literature concerning these objects. [17] Though many intelligent Masons regard these claims as baseless, the majority of the craft [18] still accept the statement contained in the "Charge" after initiation: "Ancient no doubt it is, having subsisted from time immemorial. In every age monarchs [American rituals: "the greatest and best men of all ages"] have been promoters of the art, have not thought it derogatory to their dignity to exchange the sceptre for the trowel, have participated in our mysteries and joined in our assemblies". [19] It is true that in earlier times gentlemen who were neither operative masons nor architects, the so-called geomatic Masons [20] joined with the operative, or dogmatic, Masons in their lodges, observed ceremonies of admission, and had their signs of recognition. But this Masonry is by no means the "speculative" Masonry of modern times, i.e., a systematic method of teaching morality by means of such principles of symbols according to the principles of modern Freemasonry after 1723. 
As the best German authorities admit [21], speculative Masonry began with the foundation of the Grand Lodge of England, 24 June, 1717, and its essential organization was completed in 1722 by the adoption of the new "Book of Constitutions" and of the three degrees: apprentice, fellow, master. All the ablest and most conscientious investigations by competent Masonic historians show, that in 1717 the old lodges had almost ceased to exist. The new lodges began as convivial societies, and their characteristic Masonic spirit developed but slowly. This spirit, finally, as exhibited in the new constitutions was in contradiction to that which animated the earlier Masons. These facts prove that modern Masonry is not, as Gould [22] Hughan [23] and Mackey [24] contend, a revival of the older system, but rather that it is a new order of no greater antiquity than the first quarter of the eighteenth century. 
Fundamental principles and spirit

There have been many controversies among Masons as to the essential points of Masonry. English-speaking Masons style them "landmarks", a term taken from Deuteronomy 19:14, and signifying "the boundaries of Masonic freedom", or the unalterable limits within which all Masons have to confine themselves. Mackey [25] specifies no less than twenty-five landmarks. The same number is adopted by Whitehead [26] "as the pith of the researches of the ablest masonic writers". 
The principle [?] of them are [27] 

-the method of recognition by secret signs, words, grips, steps, etc.; 

-the three degrees including the Royal Arch; 

-the Hiram legend of the third degree; 

-the proper "tiling" of the lodge against "raining" and "snowing", i.e., against male and female "cowans", or eavesdroppers, i.e., profane intruders; 

-the right of every regular Mason to visit every regular lodge in the world; 

-a belief in the existence of God and in future life; 

-the Volume of the Sacred Law; 

-equality of Masons in the lodge; 

-secrecy; 

-symbolical method of teaching; 

-inviolability of landmarks.                                                                                                                    28.
In truth there is no authority in Freemasonry to constitute such "unchangeable" landmarks or fundamental laws. Strictly judicially, even the "Old Charges", which, according to Anderson's "Constitutions", contain the unchangeable laws have a legal obligatory character only as far as they are inserted in the "Book of Constitution" of each Grand Lodge. [28] But practically there exist certain characteristics which are universally considered as essential. Such are the fundamental principles described in the first and sixth articles of the "Old Charges" concerning religion, in the texts of the first two English editions (1723 and 1738) of Anderson's "Constitutions". These texts, though differing slightly, are identical as to their essential tenor. That of 1723, as the original text, restored by the Grand Lodge of England in the editions of the "Constitutions", 1756-1813, and inserted later in the "Books of Constitutions" of nearly all the other Grand Lodges, is the most authoritative; but the text of 1738, which was adopted and used for a long time by many Grand Lodges, is also of great importance in itself and as a further illustration of the text of 1723.
In the latter, the first article of the "Old Charges" containing the fundamental law and the essence of modern Freemasonry runs (the text is given exactly as printed in the original, 1723): 

I. Concerning God and Religion. A Mason is obliged by his Tenure, to obey the moral law: and if he rightly understands the Art, he will never be a stupid Atheist  [Gothic letters] nor an irreligious Libertine [Gothic letters]. But though in ancient times Masons were charged in every country to be of the religion of that country or nation, whatever it was, yet 'tis now thought more expedient only to oblige them to that religion in which all men agree, leaving their particular Opinions to themselves: that is, to be good men and true or Men of Honour and Honesty, by whatever Denominations or Persuasions they may be distinguished; whereby Masonry becomes the Centre of Union and the Means of conciliating true Friendship among Persons that must have remained at a perpetual Distance.
Under Article VI, 2 (Masons' behaviour after the Lodge is closed and the Brethren not gone) is added: 

In order to preserve peace and harmony no private piques or quarrels must be brought within the door of the Lodge, far less any quarrels about Religion or Nations or State Policy, we being only, as Masons, of the Catholick Religion, above mentioned, we are also of all Nations, Tongues, Kindreds and Languages and are resolved against all Politicks [printed in the original in Gothic letters] as what never yet conduced to the welfare of the Lodge nor ever will. This charge has been always strictly enjoin'd and observ'd; but especially ever since the Reformation in Britain or the dissent and secession of these Nations from the communion of Rome.
In the text of 1738 the same articles run (variation from the edition of 1723 are given in italics): 

I. Concerning God and Religion. A Mason is obliged by his Tenure to observe the moral law as true Noahida (sons of Noah, the first name of Freemasons) and if he rightly understands the craft, he will never be a stupid atheist or an irreligious libertine nor act against conscience. In ancient times the Christian masons were charged to comply with the Christian usages of each country where they travelled or worked; but Masonry being found in all nations, even of diverse religions, they are now generally charged to adhere to that religion, in which all men agree, (leaving each Brother his own particular opinion), that is, to be good men and true, men of honour and honesty, by whatever names, religions or persuasions they may be distinguished; for they all agree in the three great articles of Noah, enough to preserve the cement of the lodge. Thus Masonry is the centre of their union and the happy means of conciliating true friendship among persons who otherwise must have remained at a perpetual distance.
VI. 1. Behaviour in the Lodge before closing: . . . No private piques nor quarrels about nations, families, religions or politics must by any means or under any colour or pretence whatsoever be brought within the doors of the lodge; for as Masons we are of the most ancient catholic religion, above mentioned and of all nations upon the square, level and plumb; and like our predecessors in all ages we are resolved against political disputes, as contrary to the peace and welfare of the Lodge.

In order to appreciate rightly these texts characterizing modern "speculative" Freemasonry it is necessary to compare them with the corresponding injunction of the "Gothic" (Christian) Constitutions regulating the old lodges of "operative" Masonry till and after 1747. These injunctions are uniformly summed up in the simple words: "The first charge is this that you be true to God and Holy Church and use no error or heresy". [29] The radical contrast between the two types is obvious. While a Mason according to the old Constitution was above all obliged to be true to God and Church, avoiding heresies, his "religious" duties, according to the new type, are essentially reduced to the observation of the "moral law" practically summed up in the rules of "honour and honesty" as to which "all men agree". This "universal religion of Humanity" which gradually removes the accidental divisions of mankind due to particular opinions "or religious", national, and social "prejudices", is to be the bond of union among men in the Masonic society, conceived as the model of human association in general.                                                                                                                                             29.
"Humanity" is the term used to designate the essential principle of Masonry. [30] It occurs in a Masonic address of 1747. [31] Other watchwords are "tolerance", "unsectarian", "cosmopolitan". The Christian character of the society under the operative régime of former centuries, says Hughan [32] "was exchanged for the unsectarian regulations which were to include under its wing the votaries of all sects, without respect to their differences of colour or clime, provided the simple conditions were observed of morality, mature age and an approved ballot". [33] In Continental Masonry the same notions are expressed by the words "neutrality", "laïcité", "Confessionslosigkeit", etc. In the text of 1738 particular stress is laid on "freedom of conscience" and the universal, non-Christian character of Masonry is emphasized. The Mason is called a "true Noahida", i.e. an adherent of the pre-Christian and pre-Mosaic system of undivided mankind. The "3 articles of Noah" are most probably "the duties towards God, the neighbour and himself" inculcated from older times in the "Charge to a newly made Brother". They might also refer to "brotherly love, relief and truth", generally with "religion" styled the "great cement" of the fraternity and called by Mackey [34] "the motto of our order and the characteristic of our profession". 
Of the ancient Masons, it is no longer said that they were obliged to "be of the religion" but only "to comply with the Christian usages of each Country". The designation of the said "unsectarian" religion as the "ancient catholick" betrays the attempt to oppose this religion of "Humanity" to the Roman Catholic as the only true, genuine, and originally Catholic. The unsectarian character of Masonry is also implied in the era chosen on the title page: "In the year of Masonry 5723" and in the "History". 
As to the "History" Anderson himself remarks in the preface (1738): 

Only an expert Brother, by the true light, can readily find many useful hints in almost every page of this book which Cowans and others not initiated (also among Masons) cannot discern.

Hence, concludes Krause [35], Anderson's "History" is allegorically written in "cipher language". Apart, then, from "mere childish allusions to the minor secrets", the general tendency of this "History" is to exhibit the "unsectarianism" of Masonry. 
Two points deserve special mention: the utterances on the "Augustan" and the "Gothic" style of architecture and the identification of Masonry with geometry. The "Augustan" which is praised above all other styles alludes to "Humanism", while the "Gothic" which is charged with ignorance and narrow-mindedness, refers to Christian and particularly Roman Catholic orthodoxy. The identification of Masonry with geometry brings out the naturalistic character of the former. Like the Royal Society, of which a large and most influential proportion of the first Freemasons were members [36], Masonry professes the empiric or "positivist" geometrical method of reason and deduction in the investigation of truth. [37] In general it appears that the founders of Masonry intended to follow the same methods for their social purposes which were chosen by the Royal Society for its scientific researches. [38] "Geometry as a method is particularly recommended to the attention of Masons." "In this light, Geometry may very properly be considered as a natural logic; for as truth is ever consistent, invariable and uniform, all truths may be investigated in the same manner. Moral and religious definitions, axioms and propositions have as regular and certain dependence upon each other as any in physics or mathematics." "Let me recommend you to pursue such knowledge and cultivate such dispositions as will secure you the Brotherly respect of this society and the honour of your further advancement in it". [39] 
It is merely through inconsistency that some Grand Lodges of North America insist on belief in the Divine inspiration of the Bible as a necessary qualification and that not a few Masons in America and Germany declare Masonry an essentially "Christian institution". According to the German Grand Lodges, Christ is only "the wise and virtuous pure man" par excellence, the principal model and teacher of "Humanity". [40] In the Swedish system, practised by the German Country Grand Lodge, Christ is said to have taught besides the exoteric Christian doctrine, destined for the people and the duller mass of his disciples, an esoteric doctrine for his chosen disciples, such as St. John, in which He denied that He was God. [41] Freemasonry, it is held, is the descendant of the Christian secret society, in which this esoteric doctrine was propagated. 
It is evident, however, that even in this restricted sense of "unsectarian" Christianity, Freemasonry is not a Christian institution, as it acknowledges many pre-Christian models and teachers of "Humanity". All instructed Masons agree in the objective import of this Masonic principle of "Humanity", according to which belief in dogmas is a matter of secondary importance, or even prejudicial to the law of universal love and tolerance. Freemasonry, therefore, is opposed not only to Catholicism and Christianity, but also to the whole system of supernatural truth. 

The only serious discrepancies among Masons regarding the interpretation of the texts of 1723 and 1738 refer to the words: "And if he rightly understands the Art, he will never be a stupid Atheist or an irreligious Libertine". 
The controversy as to the meaning of these words has been particularly sharp since 13 September, 1877, when the Grand Orient of France erased the paragraph, introduced in 1854 into its Constitutions, by which the existence of God and the immortality of soul were declared the basis of Freemasonry [42] and gave to the first article of its new Constitutions the following tenor: "Freemasonry, an essentially philanthropic, philosophic (naturalist, adogmatic) and progressive institution, has for its object the search after truth, the study of universal morality, of the sciences and arts and the practice of beneficence. It has for its principles absolute liberty of conscience and human solidarity. It excludes none on account of his belief. Its device is Liberty, Equality, Fraternity." On 10 September, 1878, the Grand Orient, moreover, decreed to expunge from the Rituals and the lodge proceedings all allusions to religious dogmas as the symbols of the Grand Architect, the Bible, etc. These measures called out solemn protests from nearly all the Anglo-American and German organs and led to a rupture between the Anglo-American Grand Lodges and the Grand Orient of France. As many freethinking Masons both in America and in Europe sympathize in this struggle with the French, a world-wide breach resulted. Quite recently many Grand Lodges of the United States refused to recognize the Grand Lodge of Switzerland as a regular body, for the reason that it entertains friendly relations with the atheistical Grand Orient of France. [43] This rupture might seem to show, that in the above paragraph of the "Old Charges" the belief in a personal God is declared the most essential prerequisite and duty of a Mason and that Anglo-American Masonry, at least, is an uncompromising champion of this belief against the impiety of Latin Masonry. 

But in truth all Masonry is full of ambiguity. The texts of 1723 and 1738 of the fundamental law concerning Atheism are purposely ambiguous. Atheism is not positively condemned, but just sufficiently disavowed to meet the exigencies of the time, when an open admission of it would have been fatal to Masonry. It is not said that Atheists cannot be admitted, or that no Mason can be an Atheist, but merely that if he rightly understands the Art, he will never be a stupid Atheist, etc., i.e., he will not hold or profess Atheism in a stupid way, by statements, for instance that shock religious feeling and bring Masonry into bad repute. And even such a stupid Atheist incurs no stronger censure than the simple ascertaining of the fact that he does not rightly understand the art, a merely theoretical judgment without any practical sanction. Such a disavowal tends rather to encourage modern positivist or scientific Atheism. 
Scarcely more serious is the rejection of Atheism by the British, American and some German Grand Lodges in their struggle with the Grand Orient of France. The English Grand Lodge, it is true, in its quarterly communication of 6 March, 1878 [44] adopted four resolutions, in which belief in the Great Architect of the Universe is declared to be the most important ancient landmark of the order, and an explicit profession of that belief is required of visiting brethren belonging to the Grand Orient of France, as a condition for entrance into the English lodges. Similar measures were taken by the Irish, Scottish, and North American Grand Lodges. But this belief in a Great Architect is so vague and symbolical, that almost every kind of Atheism and even of "stupid" Atheism may be covered by it. Moreover, British and American Grand Lodges declare that they are fully satisfied with such a vague, in fact merely verbal declaration, without further inquiry into the nature of this belief, and that they do not dream of claiming for Freemasonry that it is a "church", a "council", a "synod". Consequently even those are acknowledged as Masons who with Spencer and other Naturalist philosophers of the age call God the hidden all-powerful principle working in nature, or, like the followers of "Handbuch" [45] maintain as the two pillars of religion "the sentiment of man's littleness in the immensity of space and time", and "the assurance that whatever is real has its origin from the good and whatever happens must be for the best". 
An American Grand Orator Zabriskie (Arizona) on 13 November, 1889, proclaimed, that "individual members may believe in many gods, if their conscience and judgment so dictate". [46] Limousin [47] approved by German Masons [48] says: "The majority of men conceive God in the sense of exoteric religions as an all-powerful man; others conceive God as the highest idea a man can form in the sense of esoteric religions." The latter are called Atheists according to the exoteric notion of God repudiated by science, but they are not Atheists according to the esoteric and true notion of God. On the contrary, add others [49] they are less Atheists than churchmen, from whom they differ only by holding a higher idea of God or the Divine. In this sense Thevenot, Grand Secretary of the Grand Orient of France, in an official letter to the Grand Lodge of Scotland (30 January, 1878), states: "French Masonry does not believe that there exist Atheists in the absolute sense of the word" [50] and Pike himself [51] avows: 

A man who has a higher conception of God than those about him and who denies that their conception is God, is very likely to be called an Atheist by men who are really far less believers in God than he, etc.

Thus the whole controversy turns out to be merely nominal and formal. Moreover, it is to be noticed that the clause declaring belief in the great Architect a condition of admission, was introduced into the text of the Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of England, only in 1815 and that the same text says:                             31.
"A Mason therefore is particularly bound never to act against the dictates of his conscience", whereby the Grand Lodge of England seems to acknowledge that liberty of conscience is the sovereign principle of Freemasonry prevailing over all others when in conflict with them. The same supremacy of the liberty of conscience is implied also in the unsectarian character, which Anglo-American Masons recognize as the innermost essence of masonry. "Two principles", said the German Emperor Frederick III, in a solemn address to Masons at Strasburg on 12 September, 1886, "characterize above all our purposes, viz., liberty of conscience and tolerance"; and the "Handbuch" [52] justly observes that liberty of conscience and tolerance were thereby proclaimed the foundation of Masonry by the highest Masonic authority in Germany.  
Thus the Grand Orient of France is right from the Masonic point of view as to the substance of the question; but it has deviated from tradition by discarding symbols and symbolical formulæ, which, if rightly understood, in no way imply dogmatic assertions and which cannot be rejected without injuring the work of Masonry, since this has need of ambiguous religious formulæ adaptable to every sort of belief and every phase of moral development. From this point of view the symbol of the Grand Architect of the Universe and of the Bible are indeed of the utmost importance for Masonry. Hence, several Grand Lodges which at first were supposed to imitate the radicalism of the French, eventually retained these symbols. A representative of the Grand Lodge of France writes in this sense to Findel: "We entirely agree with you in considering all dogmas, either positive or negative, as radically contradictory to Masonry, the teaching of which must only be propagated by symbols. And the symbols may and must be explained by each one according to his own understanding; thereby they serve to maintain concord. Hence our Grand Lodge facultatively retains the Symbol of the Grand Architect of the Universe, because every one can conceive it in conformity with his personal convictions. [Lodges are allowed to retain the symbols, but there is no obligation at all of doing so, and many do not.] To excommunicate each other on account of metaphysical questions, appears to us the most unworthy thing Masons can do". [53] The official organ of Italian Masonry even emphasizes: "The formula of the Grand Architect, which is reproached to Masonry as ambiguous and absurd, is the most large-minded and righteous affirmation of the immense principle of existence and may represent as well the (revolutionary) God of Mazzini as the Satan of Giosue Carducci (in his celebrated hymn to Satan); God, as the fountain of love, not of hatred; Satan, as the genius of the good, not of the bad". [54] In both interpretations it is in reality the principle of Revolution that is adored by Italian Masonry. 

Propagation and evolution of Masonry

The members of the Grand Lodge formed in 1717 by the union of four old lodges, were till 1721 few in number and inferior in quality. The entrance of several members of the Royal Society and of the nobility changed the situation. Since 1721 it has spread over Europe. [55] This rapid propagation was chiefly due to the spirit of the age which, tiring of religious quarrels, restive under ecclesiastical authority and discontented with existing social conditions, turned for enlightenment and relief to the ancient mysteries and sought, by uniting men of kindred tendencies, to reconstruct society on a purely human basis. In this situation Freemasonry with its vagueness and elasticity, seemed to many an excellent remedy. To meet the needs of different countries and classes of society, the original system (1717-23) underwent more or less profound modifications. In 1717, contrary to Gould [56], only one simple ceremony of admission or one degree seems to have been in use [57]; in 1723 two appear as recognized by the Grand Lodge of England: "Entered Apprentice" and "Fellow Craft or Master". The three degree system, first practised about 1725, became universal and official only after 1730. [58] The symbols and ritualistic forms, as they were practised from 1717 till the introduction of further degrees after 1738, together with the "Old Charges" of 1723 or 1738, are considered as the original pure Freemasonry. A fourth, the "Royal Arch degree [59] in use at least since 1740, is first mentioned in 1743, and though extraneous to the system of pure and ancient Masonry [60] is most characteristic of the later Anglo-Saxon Masonry. In 1751 a rival Grand Lodge of England "according to the Old Institutions" was established, and through the activity of its Grand Secretary, Lawrence Dermott, soon surpassed the Grand Lodge of 1717. The members of this Grand Lodge are known by the designation of "Ancient Masons". They are also called "York Masons" with reference, not to the ephemeral Grand Lodge of all England in York, mentioned in 1726 and revived in 1761, but to the pretended first Grand Lodge of England assembled in 926 at York. [61] They finally obtained control, the United Grand Lodge of England adopting in 1813 their ritualistic forms. 
In its religious spirit Anglo-Saxon Masonry after 1730 undoubtedly retrograded towards biblical Christian orthodoxy. [62] This movement is attested by the Christianization of the rituals and by the popularity of the works of Hutchinson, Preston, and Oliver with Anglo-American Masons. It is principally due to the conservatism of English-speaking society in religious matters, to the influence of ecclesiastical members and to the institution of "lodge chaplains" mentioned in English records since 1733. [63]                                                           32.
The reform brought by the articles of union between the two Grand Lodges of England (1 December, 1813) consisted above all in the restoration of the unsectarian character, in accordance with which all allusions to a particular (Christian) religion must be omitted in lodge proceedings. It was further decreed "there shall be the most perfect unity of obligation of discipline, or working . . . according to the genuine landmarks, laws and traditions . . . throughout the masonic world, from the day and date of the said union (1 December, 1813) until time shall be no more". [64] In taking this action the United Grand Lodge overrated its authority. Its decree was complied with, to a certain extent, in the United States where Masonry, first introduced about 1730, followed in general the stages of Masonic evolution in the mother country.
The title of Mother-Grand Lodge of the United States was the object of a long and ardent controversy between the Grand Lodges of Pennsylvania and Massachusetts. The prevailing opinion at present is, that from time immemorial, i.e., prior to Grand Lodge warrants [65] there existed in Philadelphia a regular lodge with records dating from 1731. [66] In 1734 Benjamin Franklin published an edition of the English "Book of Constitutions". The principal agents of the modern Grand Lodge of England in the United States were Coxe and Price. Several lodges were chartered by the Grand Lodge of Scotland. After 1758, especially during the War of Independence, 1773-83, most of the lodges passed over to the "Ancients". The union of the two systems in England (1813) was followed by a similar union in America. The actual form of the American rite since then practised is chiefly due to Webb (1771-1819), and to Cross (1783-1861). 
In France and Germany, at the beginning Masonry was practised according to the English ritual [67] but so-called "Scottish" Masonry soon arose. Only nobles being then reputed admissible in good society as fully qualified members, the Masonic gentlemen's society was interpreted as society of Gentilshommes, i.e., of noblemen or at least of men ennobled or knighted by their very admission into the order, which according to the old English ritual still in use, is "more honourable than the Golden Fleece, or the Star or Garter or any other Order under the Sun". The pretended association of Masonry with the orders of the warlike knights and of the religious was far more acceptable than the idea of development out of stone-cutters' guilds. Hence an oration delivered by the Scottish Chevalier Ramsay before the Grand Lodge of France in 1737 and inserted by Tierce into his first French edition of the "Book of Constitutions" (1743) as an "oration of the Grand Master", was epoch-making. [68] In this oration Masonry was dated from "the close association of the order with the Knights of St. John in Jerusalem" during the Crusades; and the "old lodges of Scotland" were said to have preserved this genuine Masonry, lost by the English. Soon after 1750, however, as occult sciences were ascribed to the Templars, their system was readily adaptable to all kinds of Rosicrucian purposes and to such practices as alchemy, magic, cabbala, spiritism, and necromancy. The suppression of the order with the story of the Grand Master James Molay and its pretended revival in Masonry, reproduced in the Hiram legend, representing the fall and the resurrection of the just or the suppression and the restoration of the natural rights of man, fitted in admirably with both Christian and revolutionary high grade systems. The principal Templar systems of the eighteenth century were the system of the "Strict Observance", organized by the swindler Rosa and propagated by the enthusiast von Hundt; and the Swedish system, made up of French and Scottish degrees in Sweden. 
In both systems obedience to unknown superiors was promised. The supreme head of these Templar systems, which were rivals to each other, was falsely supposed to be the Jacobite Pretender, Charles Edward, who himself declared in 1777 that he had never been a Mason. [69] Almost all the lodges of Germany, Austria, Hungary, Poland, and Russia were, in the second half of the eighteenth century, involved in the struggle between these two systems. In the lodges of France and other countries [70] the admission of women to lodge meetings occasioned a scandalous immorality. [71] The revolutionary spirit manifested itself early in French Masonry. Already in 1746 in the book "La Franc-Maçonnerie, écrasée", an experienced ex-Mason, who, when a Mason, had visited many lodges in France and England, and consulted high Masons in official position, described as the true Masonic programme a programme which, according to Boos, the historian of Freemasonry (p. 192), in an astonishing degree coincides with the programme of the great French Revolution of 1789. In 1776 this revolutionary spirit was brought into Germany by Weishaupt through a conspiratory system, which soon spread throughout the country. [72] Charles Augustus of Saxe-Weimar, Duke Ernest of Gotha, Duke Ferdinand of Brunswick, Goethe, Herder, Pestalozzi, etc., are mentioned as members of this order of the Illuminati. Very few of the members, however, were initiated into the higher degrees. The French Illuminati included Condorcet, the Duke of Orléans, Mirabeau, and Sieyès. [73] 
After the Congress of Wilhelmsbade (1782) reforms were made both in Germany and in France. The principal German reformers, L. Schröder (Hamburg) and I.A. Fessler, tried to restore the original simplicity and purity. The system of Schröder is actually practised by the Grand Lodge of Hamburg, and a modified system (Schröder -Fessler) by the Grand Lodge Royal York (Berlin) and most lodges of the Grand Lodge of Bayreuth and Dresden. 
The Grand Lodges of Frankfort-on-the-Main and Darmstadt practice an eclectic system on the basis of the English ritual. [74] Except the Grand Lodge Royal York, which has Scottish "Inner Orients" and an "Innermost Orient", the others repudiate high degrees. The largest Grand Lodge of Germany, the National (Berlin), practises a rectified Scottish (Strict Observance) system of seven degrees and the "Landes Grossloge" and Swedish system of nine degrees. The same system is practised by the Grand Lodge of Sweden, Norway, and Denmark. These two systems still declare Masonry a Christian institution and with the Grand Lodge Royal York refuse to initiate Jews. Findel states that the principal reason is to prevent Masonry from being dominated by a people whose strong racial attachments are incompatible with the unsectarian character of the institution. [75] 

The principal system in the United States (Charleston, South Carolina) is the so-called Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, organized in 1801 on the basis of the French Scottish Rite of perfection, which was established by the Council of the Emperors of the East and West (Paris, 1758). This system, which was propagated throughout the world, may be considered as the revolutionary type of the French Templar Masonry, fighting for the natural rights of man against religious and political despotisms, symbolized by the papal tiara and a royal crown. It strives to exert a preponderant influence on the other Masonic bodies, wherever it is established. 

This influence is insured to it in the Grand Orient systems of Latin countries; it is felt even in Britain and Canada, where the supreme chiefs of craft Masonry are also, as a rule, prominent members of the Supreme Councils of the Scottish Rite. There are at the present time (1908) twenty-six universally recognized Supreme Councils of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite: U.S. of America: Southern Jurisdiction (Washington), established in 1801; Northern Jurisdiction (Boston), 1813; Argentine Republic (Buenos Aires), 1858; Belgium (Brussels), 1817; Brazil (Rio de Janeiro), 1829; Chile (Santiago), 1870; Colon, for West India Islands (Havana), 1879; Columbia (Cartagena); Dominican Republic (S. Domingo); England (London), 1845; Egypt (Cairo), 1878; France (Paris), 1804; Greece (Athens), 1872; Guatemala (for Central American), 1870; Ireland (Dublin), 1826; Italy (Florence), 1858; Mexico (1868); Paraguay (Asuncion); Peru (Lima), 1830; Portugal (Lisbon), 1869; Scotland (Edinburgh), 1846; Spain (Madrid), 1811; Switzerland (Lausanne), 1873; Uruguay (Montevideo); Venezuela (Caracas). Supreme Councils not universally recognized exist in Hungary, Luxemburg, Naples, Palermo, Rome, Turkey. The founders of the rite, to give it a great splendour, invented the fable that Frederick II, King of Prussia, was its true founder, and this fable upon the authority of Pike and Mackey is still maintained as probable in the last edition of Mackey's "Encyclopedia" (1908). [76] 
Organization and statistics

The characteristic feature of the organization of speculative Masonry is the Grand Lodge system founded in 1717. Every regular Grand Lodge or Supreme Council in the Scottish, or Grand Orient in the mixed system, constitutes a supreme independent body with legislative, judicial, and executive powers. It is composed of the lodges or inferior bodies of its jurisdiction or of their representatives regularly assembled and the grand officers whom they elect. A duly constituted lodge exercises the same powers, but in a more restricted sphere. The indispensable officers of a lodge are the Worshipful Master [77] the Senior and Junior Warden, and the Tiler. The master and the wardens are usually aided by two deacons and two stewards for the ceremonial and convivial work and by a treasurer and a secretary. Many lodges have a Chaplain for religious ceremonies and addresses. The same officers in large numbers and with sounding titles (Most Worshipful Grand Master, Sovereign Grand Commander, etc.) exist in the Grand Lodges. As the expenses of the members are heavy, only wealthy persons can afford to join the fraternity. The number of candidates is further restricted by prescriptions regarding their moral, intellectual, social, and physical qualifications, and by a regulation which requires unanimity of votes in secret balloting for their admission. Thus, contrary to its pretended universality, Freemasonry appears to be a most exclusive society, the more so as it is a secret society, closed off from the profane world of common mortals. "Freemasonry", says the "Keystone" of Philadelphia [78] 

"has no right to be popular. It is a secret society. It is for the few, not the many, for the select, not for the masses."
Practically, it is true, the prescriptions concerning the intellectual and moral endowments are not rigourously obeyed:

"Numbers are being admitted . . . whose sole object is to make their membership a means for advancing their pecuniary interest". [79] 

"There are a goodly number again, who value Freemasonry solely for the convivial meetings attached to it." 

"Again I have heard men say openly, that they had joined to gain introduction to a certain class of individuals as a trading matter and that they were forced to do so because every one did so. Then there is the great class who join it out of curiosity or perhaps, because somebody in a position above them is a mason."                 34.
"Near akin to this is that class of individuals who wish for congenial society". [80] 

"In Masonry they find the means of ready access to society, which is denied to them by social conventionalities. They have wealth but neither by birth nor education are they eligible for polite and fine intercourse." 

"The shop is never absent from their words and deeds." 

"The Masonic body includes a large number of publicans." [81] 
Of the Masonic rule — brotherly love, relief, and truth — certainly the two former, especially as understood in the sense of mutual assistance in all the emergencies of life, is for most of the candidates the principal reason for joining. This mutual assistance, especially symbolized by the five points of fellowship and the "grand hailing sign of distress" in the third degree, is one of the most fundamental characteristics of Freemasonry. By his oath the Master Mason is pledged to maintain and uphold the five points of fellowship in act as well as in words, i.e., to assist a Master Mason on every occasion according to his ability, and particularly when he makes the sign of distress. In Duncan, "American Ritual" (229), the Royal Arch-Mason even swears: 

I will assist a companion Royal Arch-Mason, when I see him engaged in any difficulty and will espouse his cause so as to extricate him from the same whether he be right or wrong. 
It is a fact attested by experienced men of all countries that, wherever Masonry is influential, non-Masons have to suffer in their interests from the systematical preferment which Masons give each other in appointment to offices and employment. Even Bismarck [82] complained of the effects of such mutual Masonic assistance, which is detrimental alike to civic equality and to public interests. In Masonic books and magazines unlawful and treacherous acts, performed in rendering this mutual assistance, are recommended and praised as a glory of Freemasonry. "The inexorable laws of war themselves", says the official orator of the Grand Orient de France, Lefèbvre d'Aumale [83] "had to bend before Freemasonry, which is perhaps the most striking proof of its power. A sign sufficed to stop the slaughter; the combatants threw away their arms, embraced each other fraternally and at once became friends and Brethren as their oaths prescribed", and the "Handbuch" [84] declares: "this sign has had beneficial effect, particularly in times of war, where it often disarms the bitterest enemies, so that they listen to the voice of humanity and give each other mutual assistance instead of killing each other". [85] Even the widely spread suspicion, that justice is sometimes thwarted and Masonic criminals saved from due punishment, cannot be deemed groundless. The said practice of mutual assistance is so reprehensible that Masonic authors themselves [86] condemn it severely. "If", says Bro. Marbach (23), "Freemasonry really could be an association and even a secret one of men of the most different ranks of society, assisting and advancing each other, it would be an iniquitous association, and the police would have no more urgent duty than to exterminate it." 
Another characteristic of Masonic law is that "treason" and "rebellion" against civil authority are declared only political crimes, which affect the good standing of a Brother no more than heresy, and furnish no ground for a Masonic trial. [87] The importance which Masonry attaches to this point is manifest from the fact that it is set forth in the Article II of the "Old Charges", which defines the duties of a Freemason with respect to the State and civil powers. Compared with the corresponding injunction of the "Gothic" constitutions of operative masonry, it is no less ambiguous than Article I concerning God and religion. The old Gothic Constitutions candidly enjoined: "Also you shall be true liegemen to the King without treason or falsehood and that you shall know no treason but you mend it, if you may, or else warn the King or his council thereof". [88] The second article of modern speculative Freemasonry (1723) runs: 

Of the civil magistrates, supreme and subordinate. A Mason is a peaceable subject to the Civil Powers, wherever he resides or works, and is never to be concerned in Plots and Conspiracies against the peace and welfare of the Nation, nor to behave himself undutifully to inferior Magistrates; for as Masonry hath always been injured by War, Bloodshed and Confusion so ancient Kings and Princes have been much disposed to encourage the craftsmen, because of their Peaceableness and Loyalty, whereby they practically answer'd the Cavils of their adversaries and promoted the Honour of Fraternity, who ever flourished in Times of Peace. So that if a Brother should be a Rebel against the State, he is not to be countenanc'd in his Rebellion, however he may be pitied as an unhappy man; and, if convicted of no other Crime, though the loyal Brotherhood must and ought to disown his Rebellion, and give no Umbrage or Ground of political Jealousy to the Government for the time being; they cannot expel him from the Lodge and his Relation to it remains indefeasible.
Hence rebellion by modern speculative Masonry is only disapproved when plots are directed against the peace and welfare of the nation. The brotherhood ought to disown the rebellion, but only in order to preserve the fraternity from annoyance by the civil authorities. One guilty of rebellion cannot be expelled from the lodge; instead, his fellow Masons are particularly obliged to have pity on his misfortune when he (in prison or before the courts) has to suffer from the consequences of his rebellion, and give him brotherly assistance as far as they can.  
Freemasonry itself as a body is very peaceable and loyal, but it does not disapprove; on the contrary, it commends those brethren who through love of freedom and the national welfare successfully plot against monarchs and other despotic rulers, while as an association of public utility it claims privilege and protection through kings, princes, and other high dignitaries for the success of its peaceful work. "Loyalty to freedom", says "Freemason's Chronicle" [89] "overrides all other considerations". The wisdom of this regulation, remarks Mackey [90] "will be apparent when we consider, that if treason or rebellion were masonic crimes, almost every mason in the United Colonies, in 1776, would have been subject to expulsion and every Lodge to a forfeiture of its warrant by the Grand Lodges of England and Scotland, under whose jurisdiction they were at the time". 

A misleading adage is "once a Mason always a Mason". This is often taken to mean that "the Masonic tie is indissoluble, that there is no absolution from its consequences" [91] or "Obligations" [92] that not even death can sever the connection of a Mason with Freemasonry. [93] But certainly a Mason has the "right of demission" [94] and this right, whatever be the opinion of Masonic jurisprudence, according to the inalienable natural rights of man, extends to a complete withdrawal not only from the lodge but also from the brotherhood. In the scale of Masonic penalties, "expulsion" is the most severe. [95] Besides those who have been expelled or who have resigned there are many "unaffiliated" Masons who have ceased to be "active" members of a lodge, but, according to Masonic law, which, of course, can oblige no more than is authorized by the general rules of morality, they remain subject to the lodge within the jurisdiction of which they reside. 

As to unity, Masonic authorities unanimously affirm that Freemasonry throughout the world is one, and that all Freemasons form in reality but one lodge; that distinct lodges exist only for the sake of convenience, and that consequently every regular Mason is entitled to be received in every regular lodge of the world as a brother, and, if in distress, to be relieved. The good understanding among Masons of different countries is furthered by personal intercourse and by correspondence, especially between the grand secretary offices and international congresses [96] which led to the establishment, in 1903, of a permanent international office at Neuchâtel, Switzerland. [97] There is no general Grand Lodge or direction of Freemasonry, though various attempts have been made in nearly every larger state or country to establish one. Incessant dissensions between Masonic systems and bodies are characteristic of Freemasonry in all countries and times. But the federative unity of Freemasonry suffices to prove a true solidarity among Masons and Masonic bodies throughout the world; hence the charge of complicity in the machinations which some of them carry on. This solidarity is openly avowed by Masonic authorities. Pike, for instance, writes [98] 

When the journal in London which speaks of the Freemasonry of the Grand Lodge of England, deprecatingly protested that the English Freemasonry was innocent of the charges preferred by the Papal Bull (Encycl. 1884) against Freemasonry, when it declared that English Freemasonry had no opinions political or religious, and that it did not in the least degree sympathize with the loose opinions and extravagant utterances of part of the Continental Freemasonry, it was very justly and very conclusively checkmated by the Romish Organs with the reply, 'It is idle for you to protest. You are Freemasons and you recognize them as Freemasons. You give them countenance, encouragement and support and you are jointly responsible with them and cannot shirk that responsibility'.
As accurate statistics are not always to be had and the methods of enumeration differ in different countries, total numbers can only be approximated. Thus in most of the Lodges of the United States only the Masters (third degree) are counted, while in other countries the apprentices and fellows are added. There are besides many unaffiliated Masons (having ceased to be members of a lodge) who are not included. Their number may be estimated at two-thirds of that of the active Masons. In England a Mason may act as member of many lodges. Confirming our statement as to the active members of the strictly Masonic bodies, which in calendars and year books are registered as such, we may, upon recent and reliable sources [99] estimate the actual state of Freemasonry as follows: Grand Orients, Grand Lodges, Supreme Councils, and other Scottish G. Bodies, 183; lodges 26,500; Masons, about 2,000,000; the number of the Grand Chapters of Royal Arch is: in the United States 2968 subordinate chapters, under one General Grand Chapter; England, 46 Grand Chapters with 1015 subordinate chapters; English colonies and foreign Masonic centres, 18 Grand Chapters with 150 subordinate chapters. The census of craft masonry is as follows: 

Great Britain and Colonies (excluding Canada): 4,670 lodges; 262,651 members 

Canada: 727 lodges; 60,728 members 

United States (White): 12,916 lodges; 1,203,159 members 

United States (Colored): 1,300 lodges; 28,000 members 

Latin countries: 2,500 lodges; 120,000 members                                                                                        36.
Other European countries: 771 lodges; 90,700 members 

Africa: 53 lodges; 2,150 members 

Total: 22,937 lodges; 1,767,388 members 
Inner work of Freemasonry: — Masonic symbolism and oaths

"From first to last", says Pike [100] "Masonry is work". The Masonic "work", properly so called, is the inner secret ritualistic work by which Masons are made and educated for the outer work, consisting in action for the welfare of mankind according to Masonic principles. Masons are made by the three ceremonies of initiation (first degree), passing (second degree), and raising (third degree). The symbols displayed in these ceremonies and explained according to the Masonic principles and to the verbal hints given in the rituals and lectures of the third degrees, are the manual of Masonic instruction. The education thus begun is completed by the whole lodge life, in which every Mason is advised to take an active part, attending the lodge meetings regularly, profiting, according to his ability, by the means which Masonry affords him, to perfect himself in conformity with Masonic ideals, and contributing to the discussions of Masonic themes and to a good lodge government, which is represented as a model of the government of society at large. The lodge is to be a type of the world [101] and Masons are intended to take part in the regeneration of the human race. [102] "The symbolism of Freemasonry", says Pike in a letter to Gould, 2 December, 1888 [103] "is the very soul of Masonry." And Boyd, the Grand Orator of Missouri, confirms: "It is from the beginning to the end symbol, symbol, symbol". [104] 
The principal advantages of this symbolism, which is not peculiar to Freemasonry but refers to the mysteries and doctrines of all ages and of all factors of civilization, are the following: (1) As it is adaptable to all possible opinions, doctrines, and tastes, it attracts the candidate and fascinates the initiated. (2) It preserves the unsectarian unity of Freemasonry in spite of profound differences in religion, race, national feeling, and individual tendencies. (3) It sums up the theoretical and practical wisdom of all ages and nations in a universally intelligible language. (4) It trains the Mason to consider existing institutions, religious, political, and social, as passing phases of human evolution and to discover by his own study the reforms to be realized in behalf of Masonic progress, and the means to realize them. (5) It teaches him to see in prevailing doctrines and dogmas merely subjective conceptions or changing symbols of a deeper universal truth in the sense of Masonic ideals. (6) It allows Freemasonry to conceal its real purposes from the profane and even from those among the initiated, who are unable to appreciate those aims, as Masonry intends. "Masonry", says Pike, "jealously conceals its secrets and intentionally leads conceited interpreters astray". [105] "Part of the Symbols are displayed . . . to the Initiated, but he is intentionally misled by false interpretations". [106] "The initiated are few though many hear the Thyrsus". [107] "The meaning of the Symbols is not unfolded at once. We give you hints only in general. You must study out the recondite and mysterious meaning for yourself". [108] "It is for each individual Mason to discover the secret of Masonry by reflection on its symbols and a wise consideration of what is said and done in the work". [109] "The universal cry throughout the Masonic world", says Mackey [110] "is for light; our lodges are henceforth to be schools, our labour is to be study, our wages are to be learning; the types and symbols, the myths and allegories of the institution are only beginning to be investigated with reference to the ultimate meaning and Freemasons now thoroughly understand that often quoted definition, that Masonry is a science of morality veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols." 
Masonic symbols can be and are interpreted in different senses. By orthodox Anglican ecclesiastics the whole symbolism of the Old and New Testament connected with the symbolism of the Temple of Solomon was treated as Masonic symbolism and Masonry as the "handmaid of religion" [111] which, "in almost every part of every degree refers distinctly and plainly to a crucified Saviour". [112] Many Masonic authors in the Latin countries [113] and some of the principal Anglo-American authors [114] declare that Masonic symbolism in its original and proper meaning refers above all to the solar and phallic worship of the ancient mysteries, especially the Egyptian. [115] "It is in the antique symbols and their occult meaning", says Pike [116] "that the true secrets of Freemasonry consist. These must reveal its nature and true purposes." In conformity with this rule of interpretation, the letter G in the symbol of Glory (Blazing Star) or the Greek Gamma (square), summing up all Masonry is very commonly explained as meaning "generation"; the initial letter of the tetragrammaton (Yahweh) and the whole name is explained as male or male-female principle. [117] In the same sense according to the ancient interpretation are explained the two pillars Boaz and Jachin; the Rosecroix (a cross with a rose in the centre); the point within the circle; the "vesica piscis", the well-known sign for the Saviour; the triple Tau; Sun and Moon; Hiram and Christ (Osiris); the coffin; the Middle Chamber and even the Sancta Sanctorum, as adyta or most holy parts of each temple, usually contained hideous objects of phallic worship. [118]                                                                                                                                                           37.
As Masons even in their official lectures and rituals, generally claim an Egyptian origin for Masonic symbolism and a close "affinity" of "masonic usages and customs with those of the Ancient Egyptians" [119] such interpretations are to be deemed officially authorized. Pike says, moreover, that "almost every one of the ancient Masonic symbols" has "four distinct meanings, one as it were within the other, the moral, political, philosophical and spiritual meaning". [120] From the political point of view Pike with many other Anglo-American Scotch Masons interprets all Masonic symbolism in the sense of a systematic struggle against every kind of political and religious "despotism". Hiram, Christ, Molay are regarded only as representatives of "Humanity" the "Apostles of Liberty, Equality, Fraternity". [121] The Cross (a double or quadruple square) is "no specific Christian symbol", "to all of us it is an emblem of Nature and of Eternal life; whether of them only let each say for himself". [122] The Cross X (Christ) was the Sign of the Creative Wisdom or Logos, the Son of God. Mithraism signed its soldiers on the forehead with a cross, etc. [123] I.N.R.I., the inscription on the Cross is, Masonically read: "Igne Natura Renovatur Integra". The regeneration of nature by the influence of the sun symbolizes the spiritual regeneration of mankind by the sacred fire (truth and love) of Masonry, as a purely naturalistic institution. [124] "The first assassin of Hiram is Royalty as the common type of tyranny", striking "with its rule of iron at the throat of Hiram and making freedom of speech treason." The second assassin is the Pontificate (Papacy) "aiming the square of steel at the heart of the victim". [125] Christ dying on Calvary is for Masonry "the greatest among the apostles of Humanity, braving Roman despotism and the fanaticism and bigotry of the priesthood". [126] Under the symbol of the Cross, "the legions of freedom shall march to victory". [127] 
The Kadosh (thirtieth degree), trampling on the papal tiara and the royal crown, is destined to wreak a just vengeance on these "high criminals" for the murder of Molay [128] and "as the apostle of truth and the rights of man" [129] to deliver mankind "from the bondage of Despotism and the thraldom of spiritual Tyranny". [130] "In most rituals of this degree everything breathes vengeance" against religious and political "Despotism". [131] Thus Masonic symbols are said to be "radiant of ideas, which should penetrate the soul of every Mason and be clearly reflected in his character and conduct, till he become a pillar of strength to the fraternity". [132] "There is no iota of Masonic Ritual", adds the "Voice" of Chicago, "which is void of significance". [133] These interpretations, it is true, are not officially adopted in Anglo-American craft rituals; but they appear in fully authorized, though not the only ones authorized even by its system and by the first two articles of the "Old Charge" (1723), which contains the fundamental law of Freemasonry. As to the unsectarian character of Masonry and its symbolism, Pike justly remarks: "Masonry propagates no creed, except its own most simple and sublime one taught by Nature and Reason. There has never been a false Religion on the world. The permanent one universal revelation is written in visible Nature and explained by the Reason and is completed by the wise analogies of faith. There is but one true religion, one dogma, one legitimate belief". [134] Consequently, also, the Bible as a Masonic symbol, is to be interpreted as a symbol of the Book of Nature or of the Code of human reason and conscience, while Christian and other dogmas have for Freemasonry but the import of changing symbols veiling the one permanent truth, of which Masonic "Science" and "Arts" are a "progressive revelation", and application. [135] 
It should be noted, that the great majority of Masons are far from being "initiated" and "are groveling in Egyptian darkness". [136] "The Masonry of the higher degrees", says Pike [137] "teaches the great truths of intellectual science; but as to these, even as to the rudiments and first principles, Blue Masonry is absolutely dumb. Its dramas seem intended to teach the resurrection of the body". "The pretended possession of mysterious secrets, has enabled Blue Masonry to number its initiates by tens of thousands. Never were any pretences to the possession of mysterious knowledge so baseless and so absurd as those of the Blue and Royal Arch Chapter Degrees". [138] "The aping Christianity of Blue Masonry made it simply an emasculated and impotent society with large and sounding pretences and slender performances. And yet its multitudes adhere to it, because initiation is a necessity for the Human Soul; and because it instinctively longs for a union of the many under the control of a single will, in things spiritual as well as in things temporal, for a Hierarchy and a Monarch". [139] "It is for the Adept to understand the meaning of the Symbols [140] and Oliver declares: "Brethren, high in rank and office, are often unacquainted with the elementary principles of the science". [141] Masons "may be fifty years Masters of the Chair and yet not learn the secret of the Brotherhood. This secret is, in its own nature, invulnerable; for the Mason, to whom it has become known, can only have guessed it and certainly not have received it from any one; he has discovered it, because he has been in the lodge, marked, learned and inwardly digested. When he arrives at the discovery, he unquestionably keeps it to himself, not communicating it even to his most intimate Brother, because, should this person not have capability to discover it of himself, he would likewise be wanting in the capability to use it, if he received it verbally. For this reason it will forever remain a secret". [142]                                                                                                             38.
In view of the fact that the secrets of Masonry are unknown to the bulk of Masons, the oaths of secrecy taken on the Bible are all the more startling and unjustifiable. The oath, for instance, of the first degree is as follows: "I, in the presence of the Great Architect of the Universe, . . . do hereby and hereon solemnly and sincerely swear, that I will always hide, conceal and never reveal any part or parts, any point or points of the secrets or mysteries of or belonging to Free and Accepted Masons in Masonry which may heretofore have been known by, shall now or may at any future time be communicated to me" etc. "These several points I solemnly swear to observe under no less penalty, than to have my throat cut across, my tongue torn out by the root and my body buried in the sands of the sea", "or the more efficient punishment of being branded as a wilfully perjured individual, void of all moral worth". "So help me God", etc. 
Similar oaths, but with severer penalties attached, are taken in the advanced degrees. The principle contents of the promises are according to Pike: 

Eighteenth degree: "I obligate and pledge myself always to sustain, that it belongs to Masonry to teach the great unsectarian truths, that do not exclusively belong to any religion and acknowledge that I have no right whatever to exact from others the acceptation of any particular interpretation of masonic symbols, that I may attribute to them by the virtue of my personal belief. I obligate and solemnly pledge myself to respect and sustain by all means and under any circumstances Liberty of Speech, Liberty of Thought and Liberty of Conscience in religious and political matters". [143] 

Thirtieth Degree: 
A. "I solemnly and freely vow obedience to all the laws and regulations of the Order, whose belief will be my belief, I promise obedience to all my regular superiors. . . . I pledge myself to be devoted, soul and body, to the protection of innocence, the vindication of right, the crushing of oppression and the punishment of every infraction against the law of Humanity and of Man's rights . . . never, either by interest or by fear, or even to save my existence, to submit to nor suffer any material despotism, that may enslave or oppress humanity by the usurpation or abuse of power. I vow never to submit to or tolerate any intellectual Despotism, that may pretend to chain or fetter free thought, etc." 

B. "I solemnly vow to consecrate my life to the ends of the Order of Knights of Kadosh, and to co-operate most efficaciously by all means prescribed by the constituted authorities of the order to attain them. I solemnly vow and consecrate, to these ends, my words, my power, my strength, my influence, my intelligence and my life. I vow to consider myself henceforward and forever as the Apostle of Truth and of the rights of man." 

C. "I vow myself to the utmost to bring due punishment upon the oppressors, the usurpers and the wicked; I pledge myself never to harm a Knight Kadosh, either by word or deed . . .; I vow that if I find him as a foe in the battlefield, I will save his life, when he makes me the Sign of Distress, and that I will free him from prison and confinement upon land or water, even to the risk of my own life or my own liberty. I pledge myself to vindicate right and truth even by might and violence, if necessary and duly ordered by my regular superiors." 

D. "I pledge myself to obey without hesitation any order whatever it may be of my regular Superiors in the Order". [144] 
Outer work of Freemasonry: its achievements, purposes and methods

The outer work of Freemasonry, though uniform in its fundamental character and its general lines, varies considerably in different countries and different Masonic symbols. "Charitable"or "philanthropic" purposes are chiefly pursued by English, German, and American Masonry, while practically at least, they are neglected by Masons in the Latin countries, who are absorbed by political activity. But even in England, where relatively the largest sums are spent for charitable purposes, Masonic philanthropy does not seem to be inspired by very high ideals of generosity and disinterestedness, at least with respect to the great mass of the brethren; the principal contributions are made by a few very wealthy brethren and the rest by such as are well-to-do. 
Moreover, in all countries it is almost exclusively Masons and their families that profit by Masonic charity. Masonic beneficence towards the "profane" world is little more than figurative, consisting in the propagation and application of Masonic principles by which Masons pretend to promote the welfare of mankind; and if Masons, particularly in Catholic countries, occasionally devote themselves to charitable works as ordinarily understood, their aim is to gain sympathy and thereby further their real purposes. In North America, especially in the United States a characteristic feature of the outer work is the tendency toward display in the construction of sumptuous Masonic "temples", in Masonic processions, at the laying of cornerstones and the dedication of public buildings and even of Christian churches. This tendency has frequently been rebuked by Masonic writers. "The Masonry of this continent has gone mad after high degreeism and grand titleism. We tell the brethren, that if they do not pay more attention to the pure, simple, beautiful symbolism of the Lodge and less to the tinsel, furbelow, fire and feathers of Scotch Ritism and Templarism, the Craft will yet be shaken to its very foundations!" "Let the tocsin be sounded". [145]                                                                                    39.
"Many masons have passed through the ceremony without any inspiration; but, in public parades of the Lodges (also in England) they may generally be found in the front rank and at the masonic banquets they can neither be equalled nor excelled". [146] 
Even with regard to the most recent Turkish Revolution, it seems certain that the Young Turkish party, which made and directed the Revolution, was guided by Masons, and that Masonry, especially the Grand Orients of Italy and France, had a preponderant rôle in this Revolution. [153] In conducting this work Freemasonry propagates principles which, logically developed, as shown above, are essentially revolutionary and serve as a basis for all kinds of revolutionary movements. Directing Masons to find out for themselves practical reforms in conformity with Masonic ideals and to work for their realization, it fosters in its members and through them in society at large the spirit of innovation. As an apparently harmless and even beneficent association, which in reality is, through its secrecy and ambiguous symbolism, subject to the most different influences, it furnishes in critical times a shelter for conspiracy, and, even when its lodges themselves are not transformed into conspiracy clubs, Masons are trained and encouraged to found new associations for such purposes or to make use of existing associations. 
Thus, Freemasonry in the eighteenth century, as a powerful ally of infidelity, prepared the French Revolution. The alliance of Freemasonry with philosophy was publicly sealed by the solemn initiation of Voltaire, the chief of these philosophers, 7 February, 1778, and his reception of the Masonic garb from the famous materialist Bro. Helvetius. [154] Prior to the Revolution various conspiratory societies arose in connection with Freemasonry from which they borrowed its forms and methods; Illuminati, clubs of Jacobins, etc. A relatively large number of the leading revolutionists were members of Masonic lodges, trained by lodge life for their political career. Even the programme of the Revolution expressed in the "rights of man" was, as shown above, drawn from Masonic principles, and its device: "Liberty, Equality, Fraternity" is the very device of Freemasonry. Similarly, Freemasonry, together with the Carbonari, cooperated in the Italian revolutionary movement of the nineteenth century. Nearly all the prominent leaders and among them Mazzini and Garibaldi, are extolled by Masonry as its most distinguished members. In Germany and Austria, Freemasonry during the eighteenth century was a powerful ally of the so-called party, of "Enlightenment" (Aufklaerung), and of Josephinism; in the nineteenth century of the pseudo-Liberal and of the anti-clerical party. 
In order to appreciate rightly the activity of Freemasonry in Germany, Sweden, Denmark and England, and in France under the Napoleonic regime, the special relations between Freemasonry and the reigning dynasties must not be overlooked. In Germany two-thirds of the Masons are members of the old Prussian Grand Lodges under the protectorship of a member of the Royal Dynasty, which implies a severe control of all lodge activity in conformity with the aims of the Government. Hence German Freemasons are scarcely capable of independent action. But they certainly furthered the movement by which Prussia gradually became the leading state of Germany, considered by them as the "representative and the protector of modern evolution" against "Ultramontanism", "bigotry", and "Papal usurpations". They also instigated the "Kulturkampf". The celebrated jurisconsult and Mason, Grandmaster Bluntschli, was one of the foremost agitators in this conflict; he also stirred up the Swiss "Kulturkampf". At his instigation the assembly of the "Federation of the German Grand Lodges", in order to increase lodge activity in the sense of the "Kulturkampf", declared, 24 May, 1874: "It is a professional duty for the lodges to see to it, that the brethren become fully conscious of the relations of Freemasonry to the sphere of ethical life and cultural purposes. Freemasons are obliged to put into effect the principles of Freemasonry in practical life and to defend the ethical foundations of human society, whensoever these are assailed. The Federation of the German Grand Lodges will provide, that every year questions of actuality be proposed to all lodges for discussion and uniform action". [155] German Freemasons put forth untiring efforts to exert a decisive influence on the whole life of the nation in keeping with Masonic principles, thus maintaining a perpetual silent "Kulturkampf". The principal means which they employ are popular libraries, conferences, the affiliation of kindred associations and institutions, the creation, where necessary, of new institutions, through which the Masonic spirit permeates the nation. [156] A similar activity is displayed by the Austrian Freemasons. 
The chief organization which in France secured the success of Freemasonry was the famous "League of instruction" founded in 1867 by Bro. F. Macé, later a member of the Senate. This league affiliated and implied with its spirit many other associations. French Masonry and above all the Grand Orient of France has displayed the most systematic activity as the dominating political element in the French "Kulturkampf" since 1877. [157] 
                                                                                                                                                                   40.
From the official documents of French Masonry contained principally in the official "Bulletin" and "Compte-rendu" of the Grand Orient it has been proved that all the anti-clerical measures passed in the French Parliament were decreed beforehand in the Masonic lodges and executed under the direction of the Grand Orient, whose avowed aim is to control everything and everybody in France. [158] "I said in the assembly of 1898", states the deputy Massé, the official orator of the Assembly of 1903, "that it is the supreme duty of Freemasonry to interfere each day more and more in political and profane struggles". "Success (in the anti-clerical combat) is in a large measure due to Freemasonry; for it is its spirit, its programme, its methods, that have triumphed." "If the Bloc has been established, this is owing to Freemasonry and to the discipline learned in the lodges. The measures we have now to urge are the separation of Church and State and a law concerning instruction. Let us put our trust in the word of our Bro. Combes". "For a long time Freemasonry has been simply the republic in disguise", i.e., the secret parliament and government of Freemasonry in reality rule France; the profane State, Parliament, and Government merely execute its decrees. "We are the conscience of the country"; "we are each year the funeral bell announcing the death of a cabinet that has not done its duty but has betrayed the Republic; or we are its support, encouraging it by saying in a solemn hour: I present you the word of the country . . . its satisfecit which is wanted by you, or its reproach that to-morrow will be sealed by your fall". "We need vigilance and above all mutual confidence, if we are to accomplish our work, as yet unfinished. This work, you know . . . the anti-clerical combat, is going on. The Republic must rid itself of the religious congregations, sweeping them off by a vigorous stroke. The system of half measures is everywhere dangerous; the adversary must be crushed with a single blow". [159] "It is beyond doubt", declared the President of the Assembly of 1902, Bro. Blatin, with respect to the French elections of 1902, "that we would have been defeated by our well-organized opponents, if Freemasonry had not spread over the whole country". [160] 
Along with this political activity Freemasonry employed against its adversaries, whether real or supposed, a system of spying and false accusation, the exposure of which brought about the downfall of the masonic cabinet of Combes. In truth all the "anti-clerical" Masonic reforms carried out in France since 1877, such as the secularization of education, measures against private Christian schools and charitable establishments, the suppression of the religious orders and the spoliation of the Church, professedly culminate in an anti-Christian and irreligious reorganization of human society, not only in France but throughout the world. Thus French Freemasonry, as the standard-bearer of all Freemasonry, pretends to inaugurate the golden era of the Masonic universal republic, comprising in Masonic brotherhood all men and all nations. "The triumph of the Galilean", said the president of the Grand Orient, Senator Delpech, on 20 September, 1902, "has lasted twenty centuries. But now he dies in his turn. The mysterious voice, announcing (to Julian the Apostate) the death of Pan, today announces the death of the impostor God who promised an era of justice and peace to those who believe in him. The illusion has lasted a long time. The mendacious God is now disappearing in his turn; he passes away to join in the dust of ages the divinities of India, Egypt, Greece, and Rome, who saw so many creatures prostrate before their altars. Bro. Masons, we rejoice to state that we are not without our share in this overthrow of the false prophets. The Romish Church, founded on the Galilean myth, began to decay rapidly from the very day on which the Masonic Association was established". [161]
The assertion of the French Masons: "We are the conscience of the country", was not true. By the official statistics it was ascertained, that in all elections till 1906 the majority of the votes were against the Masonic Bloc, and even the result in 1906 does not prove that the Bloc, or Masonry, in its anti-clerical measures and purposes represents the will of the nation, since the contrary is evident from many other facts. Much less does it represent the "conscience" of the nation. The fact is, that the Bloc in 1906 secured a majority only because the greater part of this majority voted against their "conscience". No doubt the claims of Freemasonry in France are highly exaggerated, and such success as they have had is due chiefly to the lowering of the moral tone in private and public life, facilitated by the disunion existing among Catholics and by the serious political blunders which they committed. Quite similar is the outer work of the Grand Orient of Italy which likewise pretends to be the standard-bearer of Freemasonry in the secular struggle of Masonic light and freedom against the powers of "spiritual darkness and bondage", alluding of course to the papacy, and dreams of the establishment of a new and universal republican empire with a Masonic Rome, supplanting the papal and Cæsarean as metropolis. The Grand Orient of Italy has often declared that it is enthusiastically followed in this struggle by the Freemasonry of the entire world and especially by the Masonic centres at Paris, Berlin, London, Madrid, Calcutta, Washington. [162] It has not been contradicted by a single Grand Lodge in any country, nor did the German and other Grand Lodges break off their relations with it on account of it shameful political and anti-religious activity. But though the aims of Italian Masons are perhaps more radical and their methods more cunning than those of the French, their political influence, owing to the difference of the surrounding social conditions, is less powerful. 
The same is to be said of the Belgian and the Hungarian Grand Lodges, which also consider the Grand Orient of France as their political model. 
Since 1889, the date of the international Masonic congress, assembled at Paris, 16 and 17 July, 1889, by the Grand Orient of France, systematic and incessant efforts have been made to bring about a closer union of universal Freemasonry in order to realize efficaciously and rapidly the Masonic ideals. The special allies of the Grand Orient in this undertaking are: the Supreme Council and the Symbolical Grand Lodge of France and the Masonic Grand Lodges of Switzerland, Belgium, Italy, Spain, Hungary, Portugal, Greece; the Grand Lodges of Massachusetts and of Brazil were also represented at the congress. The programme pursued by the Grand Orient of France, in its main lines, runs thus: "Masonry, which prepared the Revolution of 1789, has the duty to continue its work". [163] This task is to be accomplished by the thoroughly and rigidly consistent application of the principles of the Revolution to all the departments of the religious, moral, judicial, legal, political, and social order. The necessary political reforms being realized in most of their essential points, henceforth the consistent application of the revolutionary principles to the social conditions of mankind is the main task of Masonry. The universal social republic, in which, after the overthrow of every kind of spiritual and political tyranny", of "theocratical" and dynastical powers and class privileges, reigns the greatest possible individual liberty and social and economical equality conformably to French Masonic ideals, the real ultimate aims of this social work. 
The following are deemed the principal means: (1) To destroy radically by open persecution of the Church or by a hypocritical fraudulent system of separation between State and Church, all social influence of the Church and of religion, insidiously called "clericalism", and, as far as possible, to destroy the Church and all true, i.e., superhuman religion, which is more than a vague cult of fatherland and of humanity; (2) To laicize, or secularize, by a likewise hypocritical fraudulent system of "unsectarianism", all public and private life and, above all, popular instruction and education. "Unsectarianism" as understood by the Grand Orient party is anti-Catholic and even anti-Christian, atheistic, positivistic, or agnostic sectarianism in the garb of unsectarianism. Freedom of thought and conscience of the children has to be developed systematically in the child at school and protected, as far as possible, against all disturbing influences, not only of the Church and priests, but also of the children's own parents, if necessary, even by means of moral and physical compulsion. The Grand Orient party considers it indispensable and an infallibly sure way to the final establishment of the universal social republic and of the pretended world peace, as they fancy them, and of the glorious era of human solidarity and of unsurpassable human happiness in the reign of liberty and justice. [164] 
The efforts to bring about a closer union with Anglo-American and German Freemasonry were made principally by the Symbolical Grand Lodge of France and the "International Masonic Agency" at Neuchâtel (directed by the Swiss Past Grand Master Quartier-La Tente), attached to the little Grand Lodge "Alpina" of Switzerland. These two Grand Lodges, as disguised agents of the Grand Orient of France, act as mediators between this and the Masonic bodies of English-speaking and German countries. With English and American Grand Lodges their efforts till now have had but little success. [165] Only the Grand Lodge of Iowa seems to have recognized the Grand Lodge of France. [166] The English Grand Lodge not only declined the offers, but, on 23 September, 1907, through its registrar even declared: "We feel, that we in England are better apart from such people. Indeed, Freemasonry is in such bad odour on the Continent of Europe by reason of its being exploited by Socialists and Anarchists, that we may have to break off relations with more of the Grand Bodies who have forsaken our Landmarks". [167] The American Grand Lodges (Massachusetts, Missouri, etc.), in general, seem to be resolved to follow the example of the English Grand Lodges. 
The German Grand Lodges, on the contrary, at least most of them, yielded to the pressure exercised on them by a great many German brothers. Captivated by the Grand Orient party on 3 June, 1906, the Federation of the eight German Grand Lodges, by 6 votes to 2, decreed to establish official friendly relations with the Grand Lodge, and on 27 May, 1909, by 5 votes to 3, to restore the same relations with the Grand Orient of France. This latter decree excited the greatest manifestations of joy, triumph and jubilation in the Grand Orient party, which considered it as an event of great historic import. But in the meantime a public press discussion was brought about by some incisive articles of the "Germania" [168] with the result, that the three old Prussian Grand Lodges, comprising 37,198 brothers controlled by the protectorate, abandoned their ambiguous attitude and energetically condemned the decree of 27 May, 1909, and the attitude of the 5 other so-called "human-itarian" German Grand Lodges, which comprise but 16,448 brothers. It was hoped, that the British and American Grand Lodges, enticed by the example of the German Grand Lodges, would, in the face of the common secular enemy in the Vatican, join the Grand Orient party before the great universal Masonic congress, to be held in Rome in 1911.                                                                                                                                    42.
But instead of this closer union of universal Freemasonry dreamt of by the Grand Orient party, the only result was a split between the German Grand Lodges by which their federation itself was momentarily shaken to its foundation. 
But in spite of the failure of the official transactions, there are a great many German and not a few American Masons, who evidently favour at least the chief anti-clerical aims of the Grand Orient party. Startling evidence thereof was the recent violent world-wide agitation, which, on occasion of the execution of the anarchist, Bro. Ferrer, 31, an active member of the Grand Orient of France [169] was set at work by the Grand Orient of France [170] and of Italy [171] in order to provoke the organization of an international Kulturkampf after the French pattern. In nearly all the countries of Europe the separation between State and Church and the laicization or neutralization of the popular instruction and education, were and are still demanded by all parties of the Left with redoubled impetuosity. 

The fact that there are also American Masons, who evidently advocate the Kulturkampf in America and stir up the international Kulturkampf, is attested by the example of Bros. J.D. Buck, 33 and A. Pike, 33. Buck published a book, "The Genius of Freemasonry", in which he advocates most energetically a Kulturkampf for the United States. This book, which in 1907, was in its 3rd edition, is recommended ardently to all American Masons by Masonic journals. A. Pike, as the Grand Commander of the Mother Supreme Council of the World (Charleston, South Carolina) lost no opportunity in his letters to excite the anti-clerical spirit of his colleagues. In a long letter of 28 December, 1886, for instance, he conjures the Italian Grand Commander, Timoteo Riboli, 33, the intimate friend of Garibaldi, to do all in his power, in order to unite Italian Masonry against the Vatican. He writes: The Papacy . . . has been for a thousand years the torturer and curse of Humanity, the most shameless imposture, in its pretence to spiritual power of all ages. With its robes wet and reeking with the blood of half a million of human beings, with the grateful odour of roasted human flesh always in its nostrils, it is exulting over the prospect of renewed dominion. It has sent all over the world its anathemas against Constitutional government and the right of men to freedom of thought and conscience.
Again, "In presence of this spiritual 'Cobra di capello', this deadly, treacherous, murderous enemy, the most formidable power in the world, the unity of Italian Masonry is of absolute and supreme necessity; and to this paramount and omnipotent necessity all minor considerations ought to yield; dissensions and disunion, in presence of this enemy of the human race are criminal". 

"There must be no unyielding, uncompromising insistence upon particular opinions, theories, prejudices, professions: but, on the contrary, mutual concessions and harmonious co-operation". 

"The Freemasonry of the world will rejoice to see accomplished and consummated the Unity of the Italian Freemasonry". [172] 
Important Masonic journals, for instance, "The American Tyler-Keystone" (Ann Arbor), openly patronize the efforts of the French Grand Orient Party. "The absolute oneness of the Craft", says the Past Grand Master Clifford P. MacCalla (Pennsylvania), "is a glorious thought." "Neither boundaries of States nor vast oceans separate the Masonic Fraternity. Everywhere it is one." "There is no universal church, no universal body of politic; but there is an universal Fraternity, that Freemasonry; and every Brother who is a worthy member, may feel proud of it". [173] Owing to the solidarity existing between all Masonic bodies and individual Masons, they are all jointly responsible for the evil doings of their fellow-members. 
Representative Masons, however, extol the pretended salutary influence of their order on human culture and progress. "Masonry", says Frater, Grand Orator, Washington, "is the shrine of grand thoughts, of beautiful sentiments, the seminary for the improvement of the moral and the mental standard of its members. As a storehouse of morality it rains benign influence on the mind and heart". [174] "Modern Freemasonry", according to other Masons, "is a social and moral reformer". [175] "No one", says the "Keystone" of Chicago, "has estimated or can estimate the far reaching character of the influence of Masonry in the world. It by no means is limited the bodies of the Craft. Every initiate is a light bearer, a center of light". [176] "In Germany as in the United States and Great Britain those who have been leaders of men in intellectual, moral and social life, have been Freemasons. Eminent examples in the past are the Brothers Fichte, Herder, Wieland, Lessing, Goethe. Greatest of them all was I.W. von Goethe. Well may we be proud of such a man" [177] etc. German Masons [178] claim for Freemasonry a considerable part in the splendid development of German literature in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. These claims, however, when critically examined, prove to be either groundless or exaggerated. English Freemasonry, being then at a low intellectual and moral level and retrograding towards orthodoxy, was not qualified to be the originator or a leading factor in the freethinking "Culture of Enlightenment."                                                                                                                  43.
German Masonry, then dominated by the Swedish system and the Strict Observance and intellectually and morally degenerated, as Masonic historians themselves avow, was in no better plight. In truth the leading literary men of the epoch, Lessing, Goethe, Herder, etc. were cruelly disabused and disappointed by what they saw and experienced in their lodge life. [179] Lessing spoke with contempt of the lodge life; Goethe characterized the Masonic associations and doings as "fools and rogues"; Herder wrote, 9 January, 1786, to the celebrated philologist Bro. Heyne; "I bear a deadly hatred to all secret societies and, as a result of my experience, both within their innermost circles and outside, I wish them all to the devil. For persistent domineering intrigues and the spirit of cabal creep beneath the cover". [180] 
Freemasonry, far from contributing to the literary greatness of these or other leading men, profited by the external splendour which their membership reflected on it. But the advantage was by no means deserved, for even at the height of their literary fame, not they, but common swindlers, like Johnson, Cagliostro, etc., were the centres round which the Masonic world gravitated. All the superior men belonging to Freemasonry: Fichte, Fessler, Krause, Schröder, Mossdorf, Schiffman, Findel, etc., so far as they strove to purge lodge life from humbug, were treated ignominiously by the bulk of the average Masons and even by lodge authorities. Men of similar turn of mind are stigmatized by English and American Masonic devotees as "materialists" and "iconoclasts". [181] But true it is that the lodges work silently and effectually for the propagation and application of "unsectarian" Masonic principles in human society and life. The Masonic magazines abound in passages to this effect. Thus Bro. Richardson of Tennessee avers: "Freemasonry does its work silently, but it is the work of a deep river, that silently pushes on towards the ocean, etc." [182] "The abandonment of old themes and the formation of new ones", explained Grand High Priest, J.W. Taylor (Georgia), 

"do not always arise from the immediately perceptible cause which the world assigns, but are the culmination of principles which have been working in the minds of men for many years, until at last the proper time and propitious surroundings kindle the latent truth into life, and, as the light of reason flows from mind to mind and the unity of purpose from heart to heart, enthusing all with a mighty common cause and moving nations as one man to the accomplishment of great ends. On this principle does the Institution of Freemasonry diffuse its influence to the world of mankind. It works quietly and secretly, but penetrates through all the interstices of society in its many relations, and the recipients of its many favors are awed by its grand achievements, but cannot tell whence it came". [183]
The "Voice" (Chicago) writes: "Never before in the history of ages has Freemasonry occupied so important a position, as at the present time. Never was its influence so marked, its membership so extensive, it’s teaching so revered." "There are more Masons outside the great Brotherhood than within it." Through its "pure morality" with which pure Freemasonry is synonomous, it "influences society, and, unperceived, sows the seed that brings forth fruit in wholesome laws and righteous enactments. It upholds the right, relieves the distressed, defends the weak and raises the fallen (of course, all understood in the masonic sense above explained). So, silently but surely and continually, it builds into the great fabric of human society". [184] 
The real force of Freemasonry in its outer work is indeed, that there are more Masons and oftentimes better qualified for the performance of Masonic work, outside the brotherhood than within it. Freemasonry itself in Europe and in America founds societies and institutions of similar form and scope for all classes of society and infuses into them its spirit. Thus according to Gould [185] Freemasonry since about 1750 "has exercised a remarkable influence over all other oath-bound societies". The same is stated by Bro. L. Blanc, Deschamps, etc. for Germany and other countries. In the United States, according to the "Cyclopedia of Fraternities", there exist more than 600 secret societies, working more or less under the veil of forms patterned on Masonic symbolism and for the larger part notably influenced by Freemasonry, so that every third male adult in the United States is a member of one or more of such secret societies. "Freemasonry", says the "Cyclopedia", p.v., "of course, is shown to be the mother-Fraternity in fact as well as in name." "Few who are well informed on the subject, will deny that the masonic Fraternity is directly or indirectly the parent organization of all modern secret societies, good, bad and indifferent". [186] 
Many Anglo-American Freemasons are wont to protest strongly against all charges accusing Freemasonry of interfering with political or religious affairs or of hostility to the Church or disloyalty to the public authorities. They even praise Freemasonry as "one of the strongest bulwarks of religions" [187] "the handmaid of religion" [188] and the "handmaid of the church". [189] "There is nothing in the nature of the Society", says the "Royal Craftsman", New York, "that necessitates the renunciation of a single sentence of any creed, the discontinuance of any religious customs or the obliteration of a dogma of belief. No one is asked to deny the Bible, to change his Church relations or to be less attentive to the teaching of his spiritual instructors and counsellors". [190] "Masonry indeed contains the pith of Christianity". [191]                                                                         44.
"It is a great mistake to suppose it an enemy of the Church." "It does not offer itself as a substitute of that divinely ordained institution." "It offers itself as an adjunct, as an ally, as a helper in the great work of the regeneration of the race, of the uplifting of man". [192] Hence, "we deny the right of the Romish Church to exclude from its communion those of its flock who have assumed the responsibility of the Order of Freemasonry". [193] 
Though such protestations seem to be sincere and to reveal even a praiseworthy desire in their authors not to conflict with religion and the Church, they are contradicted by notorious facts. Certainly Freemasonry and "Christian" or "Catholic" religion are not opposed to each other, when Masons, some erroneously and others hypocritically understand "Christian" or "Catholic" in the above described Masonic sense, or when Masonry itself is mistakenly conceived as an orthodox Christian institution. But between "Masonry" and "Christian" or "Catholic" religion, conceived as they really are: between "unsectarian" Freemasonry and "dogmatic, orthodox" Christianity or Catholicism, there is a radical opposition. It is vain to say: though Masonry is officially "unsectarian", it does not prevent individual Masons from being "sectarian" in their non-Masonic relations; for in its official "unsectarianism" Freemasonry necessarily combats all that Christianity contains beyond the "universal religion in which all men agree", consequently all that is characteristic of the Christian and Catholic religion. These characteristic features Freemasonry combats not only as superfluous and merely subjective, but also as spurious additions disfiguring the objective universal truth, which it professes. To ignore Christ and Christianity, is practically to reject them as unessential framework. 
But Freemasonry goes farther and attacks Catholicism openly. The "Voice" (Chicago), for instance, in an article which begins: "There is nothing in the Catholic religion which is adverse to Masonry", continues, 

for the truth is, that masonry embodies that religion in which all men agree. This is as true as that all veritable religion, wherever found, is in substance the same. Neither is it in the power of any man or body of men to make it otherwise. Doctrines and forms of observance conformable to piety, imposed by spiritual overseers, may be as various as the courses of wind; and like the latter may war with each other upon the face of the whole earth, but they are not religion. Bigotry and zeal, the assumptions of the priestcraft, with all its countless inventions to magnify and impress the world . . . are ever the mainsprings of strife, hatred and revenge, which defame and banish religion and its inseparable virtues, and work unspeakable mischief, wherever mankind are found upon the earth. Popery and priestcraft are so allied, that they may be called the same; the truth being, that the former is nothing more nor less than a special case of the latter, being a particular form of a vicious principle, which itself is but the offspring of the conceit of self-sufficiency and the lust of dominion. Nothing which can be named, is more repugnant to the spirit of masonry, nothing to be more carefully guarded against, and this has been always well understood by all skillful masters, and it must in truth be said, that such is the wisdom of the lessons, i.e. of masonic instruction in Lodges, etc. [194]

In similar discussions, containing in almost every word a hidden or open attack on Christianity, the truly Masonic magazines and books of all countries abound. Past Grand Deacon J.C. Parkinson, an illustrious English Mason, frankly avows: "The two systems of Romanism and Freemasonry are not only incompatible, but they are radically opposed to each other" [195] and American Masons say: "We won't make a man a Freemason, until we know that he isn't a Catholic." [196] 
With respect to loyalty towards "lawful government" American Masons pretend that "everywhere Freemasons, individually and collectively, are loyal and active supporters of republican or constitutional governments". [197] "Our principles are all republican". [198] "Fidelity and Loyalty, and peace and order, and subordination to lawful authorities are household gods of Freemasonry" [199] and English Freemasons declare, that, "the loyalty of English Masons is proverbial". [200] These protestations of English and American Freemasons in general may be deemed sincere, as far as their own countries and actual governments are concerned. Not even the revolutionary Grand Orient of France thinks of overthrowing the actual political order in France, which is in entire conformity with its wishes. The question is, whether Freemasons respect a lawful Government in their own and other countries, when it is not inspired by Masonic principles. In this respect both English and American Freemasons, by their principles and conduct, provoke the condemnatory verdict of enlightened and impartial public opinion. We have already above hinted at the whimsical Article II of the "Old Charges", calculated to encourage rebellion against Governments which are not according to the wishes of Freemasonry. The "Freemason's Chronicle" but faithfully expresses the sentiments of Anglo-American Freemasonry, when it writes: If we were to assert that under no circumstances had a Mason been found willing to take arms against a bad government, we should only be declaring that, in trying moments, when duty, in the masonic sense, to state means antagonism to the Government, they had failed in the highest and most sacred duty of a citizen. 
Rebellion in some cases is a sacred duty, and none, but a bigot or a fool, will say, that our countrymen were in the wrong, when they took arms against King James II. Loyalty to freedom in a case of this kind overrides all other considerations, and when to rebel means to be free or to perish, it would be idle to urge that a man must remember obligations which were never intended to rob him of his status of a human being and a citizen. [201]
Such language would equally suit every anarchistic movement. The utterances quoted were made in defence of plotting Spanish Masons. Only a page further the same English Masonic magazine writes: "Assuredly Italian Masonry, which has rendered such invaluable service in the regeneration of that magnificent country", "is worthy of the highest praise". [202] "A Freemason, moved by lofty principles", says the "Voice" (Chicago), "may rightly strike a blow at tyranny and may consort with others to bring about needed relief, in ways that are not ordinarily justifiable. History affords numerous instances of acts which have been justified by subsequent events, and none of us, whether Masons or not, are inclined to condemn the plots hatched between Paul Revere, Dr. J. Warren and others, in the old Green Dragon Tavern, the headquarters of Colonial Freemasonry in New England, because these plots were inspired by lofty purpose and the result not only justified them, but crowned these heroes with glory". [203] "No Freemason" said Right Rev. H.C. Potter on the centenary of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch, New York, "may honourably bend the knee to any foreign potentate (not even to King Edward VII of England) civil or ecclesiastical (the Pope) or yield allegiance to any alien sovereignty, temporal or spiritual". [204] From this utterance it is evident that according to Potter no Catholic can be a Mason. In conformity with these principles American and English Freemasons supported the leaders of the revolutionary movement on the European continent. Kossuth, who "had been leader in the rebellion against Austrian tyranny", was enthusiastically received by American Masons, solemnly initiated into Freemasonry at Cincinnati, 21 April, 1852, and presented with a generous gift as a proof "that on the altar of St. John's Lodge the fire of love burnt so brightly, as to flash its light even into the deep recesses and mountain fastnesses of Hungary". [205] Garibaldi, "the greatest freemason of Italy" [206] and Mazzini were also encouraged by Anglo-American Freemasons in their revolutionary enterprises. [207] "The consistent Mason", says the "Voice" (Chicago), "will never be found engaged in conspiracies or plots for the purpose of overturning and subverting a government, based upon the masonic principles of liberty and equal rights". [208] "But" declares Pike, "with tongue and pen, with all our open and secret influences, with the purse, and if need be, with the sword, we will advance the cause of human progress and labour to enfranchise human thought, to give freedom to the human conscience (above all from papal 'usurpations') and equal rights to the people everywhere. Wherever a nation struggles to gain or regain its freedom, wherever the human mind asserts its independence and the people demand their inalienable rights, there shall go our warmest sympathies". [209] 
Action of state and Church authorities

Curiously enough, the first sovereign to join and protect Freemasonry was the Catholic German Emperor Francis I, the founder of the actually reigning line of Austria, while the first measures against Freemasonry were taken by Protestant Governments: Holland, 1735; Sweden and Geneva, 1738; Zurich, 1740; Berne, 1745. In Spain, Portugal and Italy, measures against Masonry were taken after 1738. In Bavaria Freemasonry was prohibited 1784 and 1785; in Austria, 1795; in Baden 1813; in Russia, 1822. Since 1847 it has been tolerated in Baden, since 1850 in Bavaria, since 1868 in Hungary and Spain. In Austria Freemasonry is still prohibited because as the Superior Court of Administration, 23 January, 1905, rightly declared, a Masonic association, even though established in accordance with law, "would be a member of a large (international) organization (in reality ruled by the 'Old Charges', etc. according to general Masonic principles and aims), the true regulations of which would be kept secret from the civil authorities, so that the activity of the members could not be controlled". [210] It is indeed to be presumed that Austro-Hungarian Masons, whatever statutes they might present to the Austrian Government in order to secure their authorization would in fact continue to regard the French Grand Orient as their true pattern, and the Brothers Kossuth, Garibaldi, and Mazzini as the heroes, whom they would strive to imitate. The Prussian edict of 1798 interdicted Freemasonry in general, excepting the three old Prussian Grand Lodges which the protectorate subjected to severe control by the Government. This edict, though juridically abrogated by the edict of 6 April, 1848, practically, according to a decision of the Supreme Court of 22 April, 1893, by an erroneous interpretation of the organs of administration, remained in force till 1893. Similarly, in England an Act of Parliament was passed on 12 July, 1798 for the "more effectual suppression of societies established for seditions and treasonable purposes and for preventing treasonable and seditious practices". By this Act Masonic associations and meetings in general were interdicted, and only the lodges existing on 12 July, 1798, and ruled according to the old regulations of the Masonry of the kingdom were tolerated, on condition that two representatives of the lodge should make oath before the magistrates, that the lodge existed and was ruled as the Act enjoined. [211]                                                               46.
During the period 1827-34, measures were taken against Freemasonry in some of the United States of America. As to European countries it may be stated, that all those Governments, which had not originated in the revolutionary movement, strove to protect themselves against Masonic secret societies. 

The action of the Church is summed up in the papal pronouncements against Freemasonry since 1738, the most important of which are: 

· Clement XII, Constitution "In Eminenti", 28 April, 1738; 

· Benedict XIV, "Providas", 18 May, 1751; 

· Pius VII, "Ecclesiam", 13 September, 1821; 

· Leo XII, "Quo graviora", 13 March, 1825; 

· Pius VIII, Encyclical "Traditi", 21 May, 1829; 

· Gregory XVI, "Mirari", 15 August, 1832; 

· Pius IX, Encyclical "Qui pluribus", 9 November, 1846; 

· Pius IX, Allocution "Quibus quantisque malis", 20 April, 1849; 

· Pius IX, Encyclical "Quanta cura", 8 December, 1864; 

· Pius IX, Allocution "Multiplices inter", 25 September, 1865; 

· Pius IX, Constitution "Apostolicæ Sedis", 12 October, 1869; 

· Pius IX, Encyclical "Etsi multa", 21 November, 1873; 

· Leo XIII, Encyclical "Humanum genus", 20 April, 1884; 

· Leo XIII, "Præclara", 20 June, 1894; 

· Leo XIII, "Annum ingressi", 18 March, 1902 (against Italian Freemasonry); 

· Leo XIII, Encyclical "Etsí nos", 15 February, 1882; 

· Leo XIII, "Ab Apostolici", 15 October, 1890.

These pontifical utterances from first to last are in complete accord, the latter reiterating the earlier with such developments as were called for by the growth of Freemasonry and other secret societies.
Clement XII accurately indicates the principal reasons why Masonic associations from the Catholic, Christian, moral, political, and social points of view, should be condemned. These reasons are: 

· The peculiar, "unsectarian" (in truth, anti-Catholic and anti-Christian) naturalistic character of Freemasonry, by which theoretically and practically it undermines the Catholic and Christian faith, first in its members and through them in the rest of society, creating religious indifferentism and contempt for orthodoxy and ecclesiastical authority.

· The inscrutable secrecy and fallacious ever-changing disguise of the Masonic association and of its "work", by which "men of this sort break as thieves into the house and like foxes endeavour to root up the vineyard", "perverting the hearts of the simple", ruining their spiritual and temporal welfare. 

· The oaths of secrecy and of fidelity to Masonry and Masonic work, which cannot be justified in their scope, their object, or their form, and cannot, therefore, induce any obligation. The oaths are condemnable, because the scope and object of Masonry are "wicked" and condemnable, and the candidate in most cases is ignorant of the import or extent of the obligation which he takes upon himself. Moreover the ritualistic and doctrinal "secrets" which are the principal object of the obligation, according to the highest Masonic authorities, are either trifles or no longer exist. [212] In either case the oath is a condemnable abuse.                                                                                              47.                                                                                      Even the Masonic modes of recognition, which are represented as the principal and only essential "secret" of Masonry, are published in many printed books. Hence the real "secrets" of Masonry, if such there be, could only be political or anti-religious conspiracies like the plots of the Grand Lodges in Latin countries. But such secrets, condemned, at least theoretically, by Anglo-American Masons themselves, would render the oath or obligation only the more immoral and therefore null and void. Thus in every respect the Masonic oaths are not only sacrilegious but also an abuse contrary to public order which requires that solemn oaths and obligations as the principal means to maintain veracity and faithfulness in the State and in human society, should not be vilified or caricatured. In Masonry the oath is further degraded by its form which includes the most atrocious penalties, for the "violation of obligations" which do not even exist; a "violation" which, in truth may be and in many cases is an imperative duty. 

· The danger which such societies involve for the security and "tranquility of the State" and for "the spiritual health of souls", and consequently their incompatibility with civil and canonical law. For even admitting that some Masonic associations pursued for themselves no purposes contrary to religion and to public order, they would be nevertheless contrary to public order, because by their very existence as secret societies based on the Masonic principles, they encourage and promote the foundation of other really dangerous secret societies and render difficult, if not impossible, efficacious action of the civil and ecclesiastical authorities against them. 

                                                                                                                                                                            Of the other papal edicts only some characteristic utterances need be mentioned. Benedict XIV appeals more urgently to Catholic princes and civil powers to obtain their assistance in the struggle against Freemasonry. Pius VII condemns the secret society of the Carbonari which, if not an offshoot, is "certainly an imitation of the Masonic society" and, as such, already comprised in the condemnation issued against it. Leo XII deplores the fact, that the civil powers had not heeded the earlier papal decrees, and in consequence out of the old Masonic societies even more dangerous sects had sprung. Among them the "Universitarian" is mentioned as most pernicious. "It is to be deemed certain", says the pope, "that these secret societies are linked together by the bond of the same criminal purposes." Gregory XVI similarly declares that the calamities of the age were due principally to the conspiracy of secret societies, and like Leo XII, deplores the religious indifferentism and the false ideas of tolerance propagated by secret societies. Pius IX [213] characterizes Freemasonry as an insidious, fraudulent and perverse organization injurious both to religion and to society; and condemns anew "this Masonic and other similar societies, which differing only in appearance coalesce constantly and openly or secretly plot against the Church or lawful authority". Leo XIII (1884) says: "There are various sects, which although differing in name, rite, form, and origin, are nevertheless so united by community of purposes and by similarity of their main principles as to be really one with the Masonic sect, which is a kind of centre, whence they all proceed and whither they all return." The ultimate purpose of Freemasonry is "the overthrow of the whole religious, political, and social order based on Christian institutions and the establishment of a new state of things according to their own ideas and based in its principles and laws on pure Naturalism." 
In view of these several reasons Catholics since 1738 are, under penalty of excommunication, incurred ipso facto, and reserved to the pope, strictly forbidden to enter or promote in any way Masonic societies. The law now in force [214] pronounces excommunication upon "those who enter Masonic or Carbonarian or other sects of the same kind, which, openly or secretly, plot against the Church or lawful authority and those who in any way favour these sects or do not denounce their leaders and principal members." Under this head mention must also be made of the "Practical Instruction of the Congregation of the Inquisition, 7 May, 1884 [215] and of the decrees of the Provincial Councils of Baltimore, 1840; New Orleans, 1856; Quebec, 1851, 1868; of the first Council of the English Colonies, 1854; and particularly of the Plenary Councils of Baltimore, 1866 and 1884. [216] These documents refer mainly to the application of the papal decrees according to the peculiar condition of the respective ecclesiastical provinces. The Third Council of Baltimore, n. 254 sq., states the method of ascertaining whether or not a society is to be regarded as comprised in the papal condemnation of Freemasonry. It reserves the final decision thereon to a commission consisting of all the archbishops of the ecclesiastical provinces represented in the council, and, if they cannot reach a unanimous conclusion, refers to the Holy See. 
These papal edicts and censures against Freemasonry have often been the occasion of erroneous and unjust charges. The excommunication was interpreted as an "imprecation" that cursed all Freemasons and doomed them to perdition. In truth an excommunication is simply an ecclesiastical penalty, by which members of the Church should be deterred from acts that are criminal according to ecclesiastical law. The pope and the bishops, therefore, as faithful pastors of Christ's flock, cannot but condemn Freemasonry.                          48.
They would betray, as Clement XII stated, their most sacred duties, if they did not oppose with all their power the insidious propagation and activity of such societies in Catholic countries or with respect to Catholics in mixed and Protestant countries. Freemasonry systematically promotes religious indifferentism and undermines true, i.e., orthodox Christian and Catholic Faith and life. Freemasonry is essentially Naturalism and hence opposed to all supernaturalism. As to some particular charges of Leo XIII (1884) challenged by Freemasons, e.g., the atheistical character of Freemasonry, it must be remarked, that the pope considers the activity of Masonic and similar societies as a whole, applying to it the term which designates the most of these societies and among the Masonic groups those, which push the so-called "anti-clerical", in reality irreligious and revolutionary, principles of Freemasonry logically to their ultimate consequences and thus, in truth, are, as it were, the advanced outposts and standard-bearers of the whole immense anti-Catholic and anti-papal army in the world-wide spiritual warfare of our age. In this sense also the pope, in accordance with a fundamental biblical and evangelical view developed by St. Augustine in his "De civitate Dei", like the Masonic poet Carducci in his "Hymn to Satan", considers Satan as the supreme spiritual chief of this hostile army. 
Thus Leo XIII (1884) expressly states: 

What we say, must be understood of the Masonic sect in the universal acceptation of the term, as it comprises all kindred and associated societies, but not of their single members. There may be persons amongst these, and not a few, who, although not free from the guilt of having entangled themselves in such associations, yet are neither themselves partners in their criminal acts nor aware of the ultimate object which these associations are endeavouring to attain. Similarly some of the several bodies of the association may perhaps by no means approve of certain extreme conclusions, which they would consistently accept as necessarily following from the general principles common to all, were they not deterred by the vicious character of the conclusions.

"The Masonic federation is to be judged not so much by the acts and things it has accomplished, as by the whole of its principles and purposes." 
Sources

[1] The Freemason's Chronicle, 1908, I, 283, frequently referred to in this article as Chr. 
[2] Concise Hist., 109, 122. 
[3] Gould, "Hist.", I, 378, 379, 410; II, 153 sqq. 
[4] A. Q. C., VIII, 35, 155 sq.; Boos, 104 sqq. 
[5] A. Q. C., X, 10-30; IX, 167. 
[6] A. Q. C., XI, 166-168. 
[7] Vorgeschichte, I, 1909, 42-58. 
[8] A. Q. C., X, 20-22. 
[9] Gould, "Concise History", 166 sq. 
[10] Symbolism of Freemasonry, 1869, 303. 
[11] 1900, I, 320 sq. 
[12] "Transactions of the Lodge Ars Quatuor Coronatorum", XI (London, 1898), 64. 
[13] Encyclopedia, 296. 
[14] Chr., 1890, II, 145. 
[15] Donnelly, "Atlantis the Antediluvian World". 
[16] Oliver, I, 20, sq. 
[17] Chr., 1880, I, 148; II, 139; 1884, II, 130; Gruber, 5, 122-128. 
[18] See, for instance, "The Voice" of Chicago, Chr., 1885, I, 226. 
[19] English ritual, 1908, almost identical with other English, Irish, Scottish, and American rituals. 
[20] See Gould, "Hist.", I, 408, 473, etc. 
[21] "Handbuch", 3rd ed., I, 321; Begemann, "Vorgeschichte, etc.", 1909, I, 1 sqq. 
[22] History, II, 2, 121. 
[23] A. Q. C., X, 128. 
[24] Encyclopedia, 296 sq. 
[25] 3, 17-39. 
[26] Chr., 1878, I, 187, 194 sqq. 
[27] Mackey, "Jurisprudence", 17-39; Chr., 1878, I, 194 sqq.; 1888, I, 11). 
[28] Fischer, I, 14 sq.; Groddeck, 1 sqq., 91 sqq.; "Handbuch", 3rd ed., II, 154. 
[29] Grand Lodge Ms. No. 1, Gould, "Concise History", 236; Thorp, Ms. 1629, A. Q. C., XI, 210; Rawlinson Ms. 1729-39 A. Q. C., XI, 22; Hughan, "Old Charges". 
[30] Groddeck; "Handbuch", 3rd ed., I, 466 sqq. 
[31] Oliver, "Remains", I, 96; 332.                                                                                                              49.
[32] Chr., 1876, I, 113. 
[33] See also Chr., 1878, I, 180; 1884, II, 38; etc., Gould, "Conc. Hist.", 289 sq. 
[34] Lexicon, 42. 
[35] Kunsturkunden, 1810, I, 525. 
[36] Begemann, "Vorgeschichte," II, 1910, 127 sq., 137 sq. 
[37] Calcott, "A Candid Disquisition, etc.", 1769; Oliver, "Remains", II, 301. 
[38] Gould, "History", II, 400. 
[39] Calcott; Oliver, ibid., II, 301-303. 
[40] "Sign.", 1904, 45 sq., 54; Gruber (5), 49 sqq.; Idem (4), 23 sq. 
[41] Findel, "Die Schule der Hierarchie, etc.", 1870, 15 sqq.; Schiffmann, "Die Entstehung der Rittergrade", 1882, 85, 92, 95 sq. 
[42] Bulletin du Grand Orient de France, 1877, 236-50. 
[43] "Intern. Bull.", Berne, 1908, No. 2. 
[44] Chr., 1878, I, 161. 
[45] 3rd ed., II, 231. 
[46] Chr., 1890, I, 243. 
[47] Acacia, 1907, I, 48. 
[48] Sign., 1907, 133 sq. 
[49] Sign., 1905, 54. 
[50] Chr., 1878, I, 134. 
[51] Morals and Dogma, 643 sqq. 
[52] 3rd ed., II, 200. 
[53] Sign., 1905, 27. 
[54] Rivista, 1909, 44. 
[55] Gould, "History", II, 284 sq. 
[56] Concise History, 309. 
[57] A. Q. C., X, 127 sqq.; XI, 47 sqq.; XVI, 27 sqq. 
[58] Gould, "Conc. Hist., 272; 310- 17. 
[59] Ibid., 280. 
[60] Ibid., 318. 
[61] Handbuch, 3rd ed., I, 24 sqq.; II, 559 sqq. 
[62] Chr., 1906, II, 19 sq.; 1884, II, 306. 
[63] A. Q. C., XI, 43. 
[64] Preston, "Illustrations", 296 seq. 
[65] Chr., 1887, II, 313. 
[66] Drummond., "Chr.", 1884, II, 227; 1887, I, 163; II, 178; Gould, "Concise History", 413. 
[67] Prichard, "Masonry Dissected", 1730. 
[68] Gould, "Concise History", 274 sq., 357 sq.; Boos, 174 sq. 
[69] Handbuch, 2nd ed., II, 100. 
[70] Abafi, I, 132. 
[71] Boos, 170, 183 sqq., 191. 
[72] See ILLUMINATI, and Boos, 303. 
[73] Robertson, "Chr.", 1907, II, 95; see also Engel, "Gesch. des Illuminatenordens", 1906. 
[74] Bauhütte, 1908, 337 sqq. 
[75] Sign., 1898, 100; 1901, 63 sqq.; 1902, 39; 1905, 6. 
[76], 292 sq. 
[77] French Vénérable; German Meister von Stuhl. 
[78] Chr., 1885, I, 259. 
[79] Chr., 1881, I, 66. 
[80] Chr., 1884, II, 196. 
[81] Chr., 1885, I, 259), etc., etc. 
[82] Gedanken und Erinnerungen, 1898, I, 302 sq. 
[83] Solstice, 24 June, 1841, Procès-verb., 62. 
[84] 3rd ed., II, 109. 
[85] See also Freemason, Lond., 1901, 181; Clavel, 288 sqq.; Ragon, "Cours", 164; Herold, 191, no. 10; "Handbuch", 2nd ed., II, 451 sqq. 
[86] E.g., Krause, ibid., 2nd ed., I, 2, 429; Marbach, "Freimaurer-Gelübde", 22-35. 
[87] Mackey, "Jurisprudence", 509.                                                                                                       50.
[88] Thorp, Ms., 1629, A. Q. C., XI, 210; Rawlinson, Ms. 1900, A. Q. C., XI, 22; Hughan, "Old Charges". 
[89] Chr., 1875, I, 81. 
[90] Jurisprudence, 510, note 1. 
[91] Chr., 1885, I, 161. 
[92] Chr., 1889, II, 58. 
[93] Chr., 1883, II, 331. 
[94] Mackey, "Jurisprudence", 232 sq. 
[95] Mackey, op. cit., 514 sqq. 
[96] Paris, 1889; Antwerp, 1894; Hague, 1896; Paris, 1900; Geneva, 1902; Brussells, 1904; Rome, intended for Oct., 1911. 
[97] Chr., 1907, II, 119. 
[98] Off. Bull., 1885, VII, 29. 
[99] Mackey, "Encyclopedia", 1908, 1007 sq.: "Annual of Universal Masonry", Berne, 1909; "Mas. Year-Book 1909", London; "Kalendar für Freimaurer", Leipzig, 1909. 
[100] I, 340. 
[101] Chr., 1890, I, 99. 
[102] Chr., 1900, II, 3. 
[103] A. Q. C., XVI, 28. 
[104] Chr., 1902, I, 167. 
[105] (1), 105. 
[106] (1), 819. 
[107] (1), 355. 
[108] (3), 128. 
[109] (1), 218. 
[110] Inner Sanctuary I, 311. 
[111] Oliver, Hist. Landmarks, I, 128. 
[112] Oliver, ibid., I, 146, 65; II, 7 sq. 
[113] Clavel, Ragnon, etc. 
[114] Pike, Mackey, etc. 
[115] Pike (1), 771 sq. 
[116] (4), 397. 
[117] Pike (1), 698 sq., 751, 849; (4), IV, 342 sq.; Mackey, "Symbolism", 112 sqq., 186 sqq.; see also Preuss, "American Freemasonry", 175 sqq. 
[118] Mackey, "Dictionary", s.v. Phallus; Oliver, "Signs", 206-17; V. Longo, La Mass. Specul. 
[119] Ritual, I (first) degree. 
[120] Pike (3), 128. 
[121] Pike (4), 141. 
[122] Pike, ibid., 100 sq. 
[123] (1), 291 sq. 
[124] Pike (4), III, 81; (1), 291; Ragon, l. c., 76-86. 
[125] (4), I, 288 sq. 
[126] Ibid., III, 142 sq. 
[127] Ibid., III, 146. 
[128] Ibid., IV, 474 sq. 
[129] Ibid., IV, 478. 
[130] Ibid., IV, 476. 
[131] Ibid, IV, 547. 
[132] "Masonic Advocate" of Indianapolis, Chr., 1900, I, 296. 
[133] Chr., 1897, II, 83. 
[134] (4), I, 271. 
[135] Ibid., I, 280; (1), 516 sq. 
[136] Chr., 1878, II, 28. 
[137] (4), I, 311. 
[138] Ibid., IV, 388 sq. 
[139] Ibid, IV, 389 sq. 
[140] (1), 849. 
[141] Oliver, "Theocratic Philosophy", 355.                                                                                             51.

[142] Oliver, Hist. Landmarks, I, 11, 21; "Freemasons' Quarterly Rev.", I, 31; Casanova in Ragon, "Rit. 3rd Degree", 35. 
[143] Pike (4), III, 68. 
[144] Ibid., IV, 470, 479, 488, 520. 
[145] Chr., 1880, II, 179. 
[146] Ibid., 1892, I, 246. For similar criticism see Chr., 1880, II, 195; 1875, I, 394. 
[147] Gould, "Concise History" 419. 
[148] Chr., 1893, I, 147. 
[149] Chr., 1906, I, 202. 
[150] "New Age", May, 1910, 464. 
[151] "Acacia", II, 409. 
[152] See Congrés Intern. of Paris, 1889, in "Compte rendu du Grand Orient de France", 1889; Browers, "L'action, etc."; Brück, "Geh. Gesellsch. in Spanien"; "Handbuch"; articles on the different countries, etc. 
[153] See "Rivista", 1909, 76 sqq.; 1908, 394; "Acacia," 1908, II, 36; "Bauhütte", 1909, 143; "La Franc-Maçonnerie démasquée, 1909, 93-96; "Compte rendu du Convent. Du Gr. Or. de France", 21-26 Sept., 1908, 34-38. 
[154] Handbuch, 3rd ed., II, 517. 
[155] Gruber (5), 6; Ewald, "Loge und Kulturkampf". 
[156] See Herold, No. 37 and 33 sqq. 
[157] See also Chr., 1889, I, 81 sq. 
[158] "Que personne ne bougera plus en France en dehors de nous", "Bull. Gr. Or.", 1890, 500 sq. 
[159] Compterendu Gr. Or., 1903, Nourrisson, "Les Jacobins", 266-271. 
[160] Compte-rendu, 1902, 153. 
[161] Compte-rendu Gr. Or. de France, 1902, 381. 
[162] "Riv.", 1892, 219; Gruber, "Mazzini", 215 sqq. and passim. 
[163] Circular of the Grand Orient of France, 2 April, 1889. 
[164] See "Chaîne d'Union," 1889, 134, 212 sqq., 248 sqq., 291 sqq.; the official comptes rendus of the International Masonic Congress of Paris, 16-17 July, 1889, and 31 August, 1 and 2 September, 1900, published by the Grand Orient of France, and the regular official "Comptes rendus des travaux" of this Grand Orient, 1896-1910, and the "Rivista massonica", 1880-1910. 
[165] See Internat. Bulletin, 1908, 119, 127, 133, 149, 156; 1909, 186. 
[166] Chr. 1905, II, 58, 108, 235. 
[167] From a letter of the Registrator J. Strahan, in London, to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts; see "The New Age", New York, 1909, I, 177. 
[168] Berlin, 10 May, 1908; 9 June, 12 November, 1909; 5, 19 February, 1910. 
[169] Barcelona, 13 October, 1909. 
[170] Circular of 14 October, 1909; "Franc-Maç. dém.", 1906, 230 sqq.; 1907, 42, 176; 1909, 310, 337 sqq.; 1910, an "International Masonic Bulletin", Berne, 1909, 204 sq. 
[171] Rivista massonica, 1909, 337 sqq., 423. 
[172] Official Bulletin, September, 1887, 173 sqq. 
[173] Chr., 1906, II, 132. 
[174] Chr., 1897, II, 148. 
[175] Chr., 1888, II, 99. 
[176] Chr., 1889, II, 146. 
[177] "Keystone", quoted in Chr., 1887, II, 355. 
[178] See Boos, 304-63. 
[179] Gruber (6), 141-236. 
[180] Boos, 326. 
[181] Chr., 1885, I, 85, 1900, II, 71. 
[182] Chr., 1889, I, 308. 
[183] Chr., 1897, II, 303. 
[184] Chr. 1889, II, 257 sq. 
[185] Concise History, 2. 
[186] Ibid., p. xv. 
[187] Chr., 1887, II, 340. 
[188] Chr., 1887, I, 119. 
[189] Chr., 1885, II, 355.                                                                                                                     52.
[190] Chr., 1887, II, 49. 
[191] Chr., 1875, I, 113. 
[192] Chr., 1890, II, 101. 
[193] Chr., 1875, I, 113. 
[194] Chr., 1887, I, 35. 
[195] Chr. 1884, II, 17. 
[196] Chr., 1890, II, 347: see also 1898, I, 83. 
[197] "Voice" quoted in Chr., 1890, I, 98. 
[198] "Voice" in Chr., 1893, I, 130. 
[199] "Voice" in Chr., 1890, I, 98. 
[200] Chr., 1899, I, 301. 
[201] Chr., 1875, I, 81. 
[202] Chr., 1875, I, 82. 
[203] Chr., 1889, I, 178. 
[204] Chr., 1889, II, 94. 
[205] "Keystone" of Philadelphia quoted by Chr., 1881, I, 414; the "Voice" of Chicago, ibid., 277. 
[206] "Intern. Bull.", Berne, 1907, 98. 
[207] Chr., 1882, I, 410; 1893, I, 185; 1899, II, 34. 
[208] Chr., 1892, I, 259. 
[209] Pike (4), IV, 547. 
[210] Bauhütte, 1905, 60. 
[211] Preston, "Illustrations of Masonry", 251 sqq. 
[212] Handbuch, 3rd ed., I, 219. 
[213] Allocution, 1865. 
[214] Const. "Apostolicæ Sedis", 1869, Cap. ii, n. 24. 
[215] "De Secta Massonum" (Acta Sanctæ Sedis, XVIII, 43-47. 
[216] See "Collect. Lacensis", III, 1875 and "Acta et decr. Concil. plen. Balt. III", 1884.
OTHER NOTES 
The following are the abbreviations of masonic terms used in this article: L., Ls., GL, GLs, GO, GOs, Supr. Counc., GBs = Lodge, Lodges, Grand Lodge, Gr. Orient, Supreme Council, Gr. Bodies, etc.
Abbreviations of more frequently quoted books and magazines: K.=Keystone (Philadelphia). V="Voice of Masonry", later on: "Masonic Voice and Review" (Chicago). Chr.="Freemason's Chronicle" (London); A. Q. C.="Ars Quatuor Coronatorum". Transactions (London), the best scientific masonic magazine; Bauh.=Bauhütte; Sign.="Signale für die deutsche Maurerwelt" (Leipzig); Enc., Cycl., Handb.=Encyclopedia, "Allgemeines Handbuch der Freimaurerei" (Universal Manual of Freemasonry) Leipzig. This latter German encyclopedia, in its three editions, quite different from each other, but all of them containing valuable and accurate information, is considered even by English and American masonic criticism (A. Q. C., XI, 1898, 64) as far and away the best masonic encyclopedia ever published.
Key to numbers: In the article above, an Arabic number after the name of an author of several works indicates the work marked with the same number in the following bibliography. Other numbers are to be judged according to the general rules maintained throughout the ENCYCLOPEDIA.
The Freemason's Chronicle (Chr.), of which two volumes have been published every year in London since 1875, reproducing on a large scale also the principle articles published by the best American Masonic journals, offers the best and most authorized general survey of Anglo-American Freemasonry. R. FR. GOULD styles it: "A first class Masonic newspaper" (Chr., 1893, I, 339). The principle Masonic author quoted by us is the late ALBERT PIKE, Grand Commander of the Mother- Supreme Council (Charleston, South Carolina — Washington), acknowledged as the greatest authority in all Masonic matters. According to NORTON "the world-renowned BRO. PIKE (Chr., 1888, II, 179) is generally admitted as the best authority on Masonic jurisprudence in America" (Chr., 1876, II, 243). According to the Grand Orator ROBERT (Indian Territory) he "was the greatest Masonic scholar and writer of this (19th) century, whose name has been a household word wherever Masonry is known" (Chr., 1893, I, 25). According to the New Age, New York, he was "regarded as the foremost figure in the Freemasonry of the world" (1909, II, 456), "the greatest Freemason of the Nineteenth Century", "the Prophet of Freemasonry" (1910, I, 52). "His great work — his Magnum Opus — as he called it", says the New Age (1910, I, 54), "was The Scottish Rite Rituals, as they were revised and spiritualized by him." 
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And his book Morals and Dogma, currently quoted by us, is highly recommended to all Masons searching for serious and sure information, by the celebrated Masonic scholars TEMPLE (Brussels) and SPETH, the late secretary of the learned Quatuor-Coronati Lodge at London (Chr., 1888, I, 389). The circulars (letters) of PIKE, according to the Bulletin of the Supreme Council of Belgium (1888, 211) were "true codes of Masonic Wisdom". The well-known English BRO. YARKER, 33, says: "The late A. Pike . . . was undoubtedly a masonic Pope, who kept in leading strings all the Supreme Councils of the world, including the Supreme Councils of England, Ireland, and Scotland, the first of which includes the Prince of Wales (now King Edward VII) Lord Lathom and other Peers, who were in alliance with him and in actual submission" (A. E. WAITE, Devil-Worship in France, 1896, 215). "The German Handbuch (2nd ed., 1879, IV, 138) calls Pike: "The supreme General of the Order", and T.G. Findel, the German historian of Masonry: "the uncrowned king of the High Degrees" (Bauhütte, 1891, 126).
Masonic Publications 
Encyclopedias: MACKEY, (1) Encyclopedia of Freemasonry (London, 1908), even this recent edition, according to American authorities, is thoroughly antiquated and scarcely an improvement on that of 1860; IDEM, (2) Lexicon of Freemasonry (London, 1884); OLIVER, Dict. of Symbolic Freemasonry (London, 1853); MACKENZIE, The Royal Masonic Cycl. (1875-7); WOODFORD, Kenning's Cycl. (1878); LENNING, Encycl. der Freimaurerei (1822-1828); IDEM AND HENNE AM RHYN, Allgemeines Handbuch der Fr., 2nd ed. (1863-79); FISCHER, Allg. Handb. d. Fr., 3rd ed. (1900); these editions contain valuable information and answer scientific requirements far more than all the other Masonic cyclopedias (A. Q. C., XI, 64); STEVENS, Cyclopedia of Fraternities (New York, 1907).

Masonic Law and Jurisprudence: The Constitutions of the Freemasons, 1723, 1738; Neues Constitutionen Buch, etc. (1741); DE LA TIERCE, Histoire, Obligations, et. Statuts, etc. (Frankfort, 1742); OLIVER, Masonic Jurisprudence (1859, 1874); CHASE, Digest of Masonic Law (1866); MACKEY, Text Book of Mason. Jurisprudence (1889); VAN GRODDECK, etc., Versuch einer Darstellung des positiven innern Freimaurer. Rechts (1877), the best general survey of Masonic laws of all countries.

Historical
ANDERSON, Hist. of Freemasonry in the first edition and translations of the Book of Constitutions (most unreliable, even after 1717); PRESTON, Illustrations of Masonry (1772), ed. OLIVER (1856), though not reliable in some historical particulars, contains much valuable information of historical and ritualistic character; FORT, Early Hist. and Antiquities of Freemasonry (Philadelphia, 1875); ROWBOTTOM, Origin of Freemasonry as manifested by the Great Pyramid (1880); HOLLAND, Freemasonry from the Great Pyramid historically illustrated (1885); CHAPMAN, The Great Pyramid, etc. (1886); WEISSE, The Obelisk and Freemasonry, according to the discoveries of Belzoni and Gorringe (New York, 1880); KATSCH, Die Entstehung und wahre Endzweck der Freimaurerei (1897); FINDEL, History of Freemasonry (1861-2; 1905), translated and revised by LYON, 1869; influential in spreading more accurate historical notions among Masons; GOULD, Hist. of Freemasonry (3 vols., 1883-1887), now reputed the best historical work on Freemasonry; CHETWODE CRAWLEY, Cæmentaria Hibernica (1895-1900); HUGHAN, Origin of the English Rite of Freemasonry (1884); The Old Charges of British Freemasons (London, 1872; 1895); KLOSS, Gesch. der Fr. in Engl., Irland und Schottland 1685-1784 (1847); BOOS, Gesch. der Freimaurerei (1896); HASCALL, Hist. of Freemasonry (1891); Earl Hist. and Transactions of Masons of New York (1876); McCLENACHAN, Hist. of the Frat. in New York (1888-94); ROSS ROBERTSON, Hist. of Freemasonry in Canada (1899); DRUMMOND, Hist. and Bibliogr. Memoranda and Hist. of Symb. and Royal Arch Masonry in the U. S.; Supplement to GOULD, Hist.(1889); THORY, Annales, etc., du Grand Orient de France (1812); KLOSS, Gesch. der Freimaurerei in Frankr. (1852-3); JOUAST, Hist. du Grand Orient Fr. (1865); LEWIS, Gesch. d. Freimaurerei i. Oesterreich (1861); ABAFI, Gesch. d. Freimaurerei in Oesterreich-Ungarn (1890 sqq.), Principles, Spirit, Symbolism of Freemasonry. Chief Sources:-- The Constitutions of the Freemasons, 1723 and 1738; HUTCHINSON, Spirit of Freemasonry (1775); TOWN, System of Spec. Masonry (1822, New York); OLIVER, Antiquities of Freemasonry (1823); The Star in the East (1827); Signs and Symbols (1830, 1857); PIKE, (1) Morals and Dogma of the A. A. Scot. Rite of Freemasonry 5632 (1882); IDEM, (2) The Book of the Words 5638 (1878); IDEM, (3) The Porch and the Middle Chamber. Book of the Lodge 5632 (1872); IDEM, (4) The Inner Sanctuary (1870-79); KRAUSE, Die drei ältesten Kunsturkunden der Frmrei (1810), still much esteemed, in spite of historical errors, as a critical appreciation of Freemasonry; FINDEL (best German authority), Geist und Form der Fr. (1874, 1898); IDEM, Die Grundsötze der Fr. im Volkerleben (1892); IDEM, Die moderne Weltanschauung und die Fr. (1885); IDEM, Der frmische Gedanke (1898); Bauhütte (1858-1891) and Signale (1895-1905).
                                                                                                                                                                   54.
Anti-masonic publications
From 1723-1743, English Freemasonry and ANDERSON, History, were derided in many publications (GOULD, 2, 294, 327); against French Freemasonry appeared: L'Ordre des Freemasons trahi 1738 (A. Q. C., IX, 85) and Le Secret des Mopses révélé (1745); Sceau romptu (1745); on the occasion of the French Revolution: LEFRANC, Le voile levé (1792). In the United States the anti-Masonic movement began 1783: CREIGH, Masonry and Antimasonry (1854); STONE, Letters on Masonry and Antimasonry (1832); PENKIN, Downfall of Masonry (1838) Catalogue of anti-Masonic books (Boston, 1862); Sechs Stïmmen über geheime Gesellschaften und Frmrei (1824); ECKERT, Der Frmrorden in seiner wahren Bedeutung (1852); HENGSTENBERG, Die Frmrei und das evang. Pfarramt (1854-56); Civiltà Cattolica since 1866; NEGRONI, Storia passata e presente della setta anticristiana ed antisociale (1876); MENCACCI, Memorie documentate della rivoluzione italiana (1882); RINIERI, Cozetti Masonici (1900-01); ENIGMA, La setta verde (1906-7); GRUBER, Mazzini; Massoneria e Rivoluzione (1901), traces the revolutionary work of Italian Masonry from 1870 till 1900; GAUTRELET, La Franc-maçonnerie et la Révolution (1872); JANET, Les sociétés secrètes et la société 3rd ed., 1880-83), best general survey of the revolutionary work of secret societies in all countries; BROWERS, L'Action de la Franc-m. dans l'hist. moderne (1892); LEROUSE, La Franc-m. sous la 3e République (1886); COPIN-ALBANCELLI, La Franc-m. (1892); GOYAU, La Franc-m. en France (1899); NOURRISSON, Le club des Jacobins (1900); IDEM, Les Jacobins au pouvoir (1904); BIDEGAIN, Le Grand Orient de France (1905); NEUT, La F.-m. soumise au grand jour de la publicité (1866), contains valuable documents on French, Belgian, and German Masonry; MALLIE, La Maçonnerie Belge (1906), documents on the most recent political activity of Belgian Masonry; DE LA FUERTE, Historia de las Sociedades secretas antiquas y modernas en España, etc. (1870-71); BRÜCK, Die geheimen Gesellschaften in Spanien (1881); TIRADO Y ROYAS, La Masonería en España (1892- 3); DE RAFAEL, La Masonería pintada por si misma (1883); PACHTLER, Der stille Krieg gegen Thron und Altar (1876); BEUREN (M. RAICH), Die innere Unwahrheit der Frmrei (1884); GRUBER, (4) Die Frmrei und die öffent. Ordnung (1893); IDEM, (5) Einigungsbestrebungen, etc. (1898); IDEM, (6) Der "giftige Kern", etc. (1899); IDEM, (7) Frmrei und Umsturzbewegung(1901); Streifzüge durch das Reich der Frmrei (1897); EWALD, Loge und Kulturkampf (1899); OSSEG, Der Hammer d. Frmrei, etc. (1875); W. B., Beiträge zur Geschichte der F. In Oesterreich (1868); Die Frmrei in Oesterreich Ungarn (1897). In Poland: MICHALOW, Die geh. Werkstätte der Poln. Erhebung (1830; 1877); ZALESKI, O Masonii w Polsce 1738-1820 (Cracow, 1908); for Anglo-Saxon and French Masonry see PREUSS, A Study in American Freemasonry (St. Louis, 1908), a careful discussion on the basis of the standard works of Mackey and Pike.

12. The Masonic Religion 
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By William J. Whalen
Masonry Encompasses All Elements of a Religion of Naturalism

The basic Christian objection to Freemasonry is that the Craft constitutes a religious sect in opposition to the revealed truths of the Gospel. Whatever the religious doctrines of the Masonic sect it is plain that they do not embrace the central Christian doctrines of the Trinity, the Fall, the Incarnation, the Atonement. To the lodge these essential Christian beliefs are completely irrelevant. No one need accept the Christian revelation, acknowledge Jesus Christ as God and Man, or receive baptism in order to attain salvation and enjoy the eternal happiness promised by the lodge. 
Not all the religious systems in the world are exclusive; Christianity is. A Chinese may combine elements of Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism and a Japanese may successfully blend Shintoism and Buddhism. 
A Christian owes complete loyalty to Jesus Christ, God made man; he may not divide his allegiance among other gods. 

Most Masons who deny that Masonry is a religion confuse religion with the Christian religion. They know Masonry is not Christian since if it were their Jewish and Moslem brethren would object. Since it is not Christian they assume that it is not religious. Or their views of Christianity as primarily a system of character building and as synonymous with the decent, kindly. and gentlemanly coincide with their appraisal of the lodge and they see no conflict between the two institutions. The fact is, however, that the lodge is essentially religious and possesses all the elements of a religion of naturalism. 

Masons themselves have testified again and again to the religious nature of the lodge while denying that Masonry should be classified as "sectarian" religion. By this they mean that the various religious faiths represent on a lower plane that pure and undefiled universal religion of mankind represented by Freemasonry. For example, [Albert] Pike states:                                                                                                                55.
"Masonry is not a religion. He who makes of it a religious belief falsifies and denaturalizes it. The Brahmin, the Jew, the Mohometan, the Catholic, the Protestant, each professing his peculiar religion, sanctioned by the laws, by time, and by climate, must needs retain it, and cannot have two religions; for the social and sacred laws adapted to the usages, manners, and prejudices of particular countries are the work of man."[1] 

Masonry is willing to humor those brethren who go along with the local and tribal cults so long as they realize that the sectarian doctrines of these cults are simply necessary evils. Pike explains: 

"But Masonry teaches, and has preserved in their purity, the cardinal tenets of the old primitive faith, which underlie and are the foundation of all religion. All that ever existed have had a basis of truth; and all have overlaid that truth with errors . . . Masonry is the universal morality which is suitable to the inhabitants of every clime, to the man of every creed."[2] 

He adds, "Religion, to obtain currency and influence with the great mass of mankind, must needs be alloyed with such an amount of error as to place it far below the standard attainable by the higher human capacities."[3] Masonry, however, strips sectarian religion of these encrusted errors and reveals itself as the universal religion. While religion gathers the barnacles of superstition and error, Masonry remains pure and undefiled. It becomes Christianity without Christ, Judaism without the Law, Islam without the Prophet. 

Some Masonic partisans seem to believe that Masonry could not qualify as a religion because it lacks the complex dogmatic systems of the denominations in their hometown. The lodge demands only belief in a Supreme Architect and in the immortality of the soul. As Mackey states: "The religion of Masonry is pure theism." He boasts, "The truth is that Masonry is undoubtedly a religious institution . . . which, handed down through a long succession of ages from that ancient priesthood who first taught it, embraces the great tenets of the existence of God and the immortality of the soul."[4] In his <Encyclopedia> he restates this: "The Religious Doctrines of Freemasonry are very simple and self evident. They are darkened by no perplexities of sectarian theology but stand out in broad light, intelligible and acceptable by all minds, for they ask only for a belief in God and in the immortality of the soul."[5] 

Although Freemasonry is not a dogmatic theology, and is tolerant in the admission of men of every religious faith, it would be wrong to suppose that it is without a creed. On the contrary, it has a creed the assent to which it rigidly enforces, and the denial of which is absolutely incompatible with membership in the Order. This creed consists of two articles: First, a belief in God, the Creator of all things, who is therefore recognized as the Grand Architect of the Universe; and secondly, a belief in the eternal life, to which this present life is but a preparatory and probationary state.[6] 

Simply because Masonry reduces its theological statement to these two propositions we may not deduce that it does not constitute a religion. This bare minimum compared to the dogmatic structure of Christianity is nevertheless more than is asked of many religionists: Unitarians, Reform Jews, Buddhists. A Unitarian in good standing may doubt the existence of a personal God and flatly deny the immortality of the soul; his Unitarianism nevertheless constitutes a religion. Like Unitarianism the Masonic sect denies the need to accept the Christian gospel but allows its initiates to entertain their own peculiar theological views outside the lodge room. Human reason becomes the only guide to religious belief and the gospel of Christ stands on a par with the scriptures of Hinduism, the Koran, and the Book of Mormon. 

The lodge unwittingly confirmed the religious nature of Masonry in a court case in 1903. A certain Robert Kopp, who had been expelled from the fraternity, appealed against his former brethren in the civil courts. 
He lost his case but the counsel for the Grand Lodge of New York presented the following statement in his "Briefs and Points": 

The right to membership in the Masonic fraternity is very much like the right to membership in a church. Each requires a candidate for admission to subscribe to certain articles of religious belief as an essential prerequisite to membership. Each requires a member to conduct himself thereafter in accordance with certain religious principles. Each requires its members to adhere to certain doctrines of belief and action. 

The precepts contained in the "Landmarks and the Charges of a Freemason" formulate a creed so thoroughly religious in character that it may well be compared with the formally expressed doctrine of many a denominational church. The Masonic fraternity may, therefore, be quite properly regarded as a religious society, and the long line of decisions, holding that a religious society shall have sole and exclusive jurisdiction to determine matters of membership, should be deemed applicable to the Masonic fraternity. 

Mackey asks: Look at its ancient landmarks, its sublime ceremonies, its profound symbols and allegories-all inculcating religious observance, and teaching religious truth, and who can deny that it is eminently a religious institution? . . . Masonry, then, is indeed a religious institution; and on this ground mainly, if not alone, should the religious Mason defend it.[7]                                                                                                           56.
We should not be disturbed by the frequent denials of the religious character of the lodge offered by ordinary members. They either do not understand Masonry or they do not know what constitutes a religion. Many other cults are as insistent on denying their religious nature. Jehovah's Witnesses have railed against "religion" for decades and flatly deny that their eschatological sect resembles religion in any form. A faith healing cult such as the Unity School of Christianity and an occult mail order sect such as the Rosicrucians also have their reasons for rejecting the name "religion" although they must be so classified by anyone working in the field of religious sociology or comparative religion. If Freemasonry were to acknowledge its religious status, it would compromise the position of thousands of Christian Masons and Protestant ministers who wear the apron. 

The Masonic strategy is simple enough. First deny that Masonry is a religion and then proceed to prove that it is. For example, the same Pike who told us "Masonry is not a religion" also tells us, "Every Masonic Lodge is a temple of religion; and its teachings are instruction in religion."[8] What religion? Not Christianity or Judaism or Islam. Rather Freemasonry is a religion which simply demands belief in God and immortality and inculcates a natural morality of salvation by character. 

Pike explains: "Masonry, around whose altars the Christian, the Hebrew, the Moslem, the Brahmin, the followers of Confucius and Zoroaster, can assemble as brethren and unite in prayer to the one God who is above all Baalim, must needs leave to each of its Initiates to look for the foundation of his faith and hope to the written scriptures of his own religion. For itself it finds those truths definite enough, which are written by the finger of God upon the heart of man and on the pages of the book of nature.[9] 

In other words "for itself" Masonry considers the doctrines of Christianity quite peripheral and quite unnecessary but if her initiates must look for other sources of religious authority the lodge will not object. At no time, however, does the lodge ever suggest that the religion and morality of the lodge be supplemented by the Church nor does it direct its initiates to the Church. In fact, those who wish to bypass the Church and find their spiritual sustenance in Masonry alone are welcome to do so and, to be candid about it, are much wiser than their brethren who accept the dross and barnacles of Christianity. For many indeed the lodge is church enough and they may testify that they find Freemasonry a completely satisfying spiritual home. Those who desert the 

Christian church for the lodge would receive the commendation of the Masonic writer Sir John Cockburn who said, "Creeds arise, have their day and pass, but Masonry remains. It is built on the rock of truth, not on the shifting sands of superstition." Obviously those who have chosen the solid truth of the lodge over the superstition and sectarian dogmas of the Church have chosen the better part. 

Would the searcher for a religious home find all the elements of a religion in the Masonic lodge? Unquestionably, he would. 

He would worship the Grand Architect of the Universe in a Temple whose lodge room features two chief articles of worship, an altar and a Volume of Sacred Law, usually but not necessarily the Holy Bible. Surely, if Masonry were nothing but a mutual benefit society, it would have no need for an altar. We find no altars in the board room of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company or in the lobby of the American Red Cross headquarters. Mackey tells us: From all this we see that the altar in Masonry is not merely a convenient article of furniture, intended, like a table, to hold a Bible. It is a sacred utensil of religion, intended, like the altars of the ancient temples, for religious uses, and thus identifying Masonry, by its necessary existence in our Lodges, as a religious institution. Its presence should also lead the contemplative Mason to view the ceremonies in which it is employed with solemn reverence, as being part of a really religious worship.[10]

Like most other paraphernalia in the lodge room the Bible assumes a symbolic meaning, in this case the scriptures of the majority of the brethren. It is clear that the Craft recognizes no particular inspiration of the Bible and places it on a par with the scriptures of all other religions. Pike explains: 

"The Bible is an indispensable part of the furniture of a Christian lodge, only because it is the sacred book of the Christian religion. The Hebrew Pentateuch in a Hebrew lodge, and the Koran in a Mohammedan one, belong on the Altar; and one of these, and the Square and Compass, properly understood, are the Great Lights by which a Mason must walk and work."[11]

George Wingate Chase is even more explicit: The Jews, the Chinese, the Turks, each reject, either the New Testament or the Old, or both, and yet we see no good reason why they should not be made Masons. In fact Blue Lodge Masonry has nothing whatever to do with the Bible; it is not founded upon the Bible. If it was it would not be Masonry; it would be something else.[12] 

The Bible in the lodge room is not a standard of religious belief but a symbol of a religious attitude toward life. The central allegory of Freemasonry, the assassination of Hiram Abiff, is nowhere recorded in the Bible. The lodge usually picks passages from the Bible for its liturgy which do not mention Christ lest His name scandalize non-Christian Masons.                                                                                                                          57.
Our religious inquirer would know that each candidate for the lodge' in Anglo-Saxon jurisdictions, must affirm belief in a Supreme Architect and in immortality. The shock of entrance of the first degree serves as his Masonic baptism or rebirth as he moves from self-acknowledged darkness and helplessness into the light of Masonic teaching. Mackey describes the shock of entrance in the following words: 

There he stands without our portals, on the threshhold of this new Masonic life, in darkness, helplessness, and ignorance. Having been wandering amid the errors and covered over with the pollutions of the outer and profane world, he comes inquiringly to our doors seeking the new birth, and asking a withdrawal of the veil which conceals divine truth from his uninitiated sight.... There is to be not simply a change for the future, but also an extinction of the past, for initiation is, as it were, a death to the world and a resurrection to a new life.... The world is left behind-the chains of error and ignorance which had previously restrained the candidate in moral and intellectual captivity are broken-the portals of the Temple have been thrown widely open, and 

Masonry stands before the neophyte in all the glory of its form and beauty, to be fully revealed to him, however, only when the new birth has been completely accomplished.[13] 

Masonry makes no references to that baptism which makes the Christian a participant in God's own life, to the sacraments of the Church, to the revealed truths of the gospel. 

All men alike come to the portals of the Masonic Temple ignorant of divine truths and aimless wanderers. 

The Masonic initiate knows that: 

A Lodge is said to be opened in the name of God and the Holy Saints John, as a declaration of the sacred and religious purposes of our meetings, of our profound reverence for that Divine Being whose name and attributes should be the constant theme of our contemplation, and of our respect for those ancient patrons whom the traditions of Masonry have so intimately connected with the history of the institution.[14]

During the degree workings the initiate has bound himself by solemn oaths taken on the V.S.L. and asked God Himself to witness his resolve to keep the secrets of the order and to enter into specific relationships with his new brethren. All the ritual, prayers, hymns, candles, and vestments of a liturgical church are his in the Temple. 

The Craft also furnishes him with a moral code which makes no reference to other religions or to models of conduct except those of the Masonic hero: Hiram Abiff. At no time is the Christian Mason encouraged to pattern his life after his Savior or to cultivate the specifically Christian virtues. This Masonic morality is selective. In regulating his sex life he may remember his Masonic oath: "I promise and swear that I will not violate the chastity of a Mason's wife, his mother, sister or daughter, knowing them to be such." Presumably all others are fair game and such seductions and rapes in no way violate his obligation. We need not speculate on the public reaction to such a moral code if publicly advanced by a Christian denomination. 

His Masonic mentors assure him that fidelity to the principles of the lodge will win him entry to "Thy lodge on high." In explaining the term "Acacian" Mackey explains that this refers to "A Mason who by living in strict accord with his obligations is free from sin."[15] The Mason wins salvation not through the passion and death of Jesus Christ but through the mythical assassination of Hiram Abiff. 

He knows that when he dies he will be clothed in the Masonic apron and buried by his brethren. They will assure his survivors that if he has lived according to Masonic principles he will enjoy the bliss of heaven. After the religious services, if any, the lodge takes charge of the graveside ceremony. The assembled brethren sing the following funeral dirge written in 1816: 

Solemn strikes the funeral chime, 

Notes of our departing time; 

As we journey here below 

Through a pilgrimage of woe. 

Mortals, now indulge a tear, 

For mortality is here! 

See how wide her trophies wave 

O'er the slumbers of the grave. 

Here another guest we bring! 

Seraphs of celestial wing, 

To our fun'ral altar come, 

Waft a friend and brother home.                                                                                                           58.
Lord of all, below, above, 

Fill our souls with truth and love; 

As dissolves our earthly tie, 

Take us to Thy lodge on high. 

Perhaps during his lifetime he had the opportunity to witness the consecrating and constituting of a new lodge. This ceremony with its obvious religious character is described by the English Masonic historian Jones: 

The Consecrating Officer, acting on behalf of the Grand Master, opens a lodge in three degrees, and, to the accompaniment of suitable prayers, scripture readings, and addresses, uncovers the lodge board and scatters corn (the symbol of plenty), pours wine (the symbol of joy and cheerfulness), pours oil (the symbol of peace and unanimity) and sprinkles salt (the symbol of fidelity and friendship). He then dedicates the lodge, and the Chaplain takes the censer three times round the lodge and offers the prayer of dedication. The Consecrating Officer then officially consecrates the lodge, and there generally follows the installation of the first Master, the election and appointment of officers, the approval of bylaws, etc., etc. In the old rites, still followed under some of the American jurisdictions, there is placed upon a table in front of the Consecrating Officer an emblem known as the "lodge" an oblong box of white fabric, to hold the warrant and the constitutions-and round it are placed three candles and the vessels containing the consecrating elements.[16] 

Masonry meets all the essential requirements of a religion. It is not Christianity but it is religion. Mackey states: 

Speculative Masonry, now known as Freemasonry, is, therefore, the scientific application and the religious consecration of the rules and principles, the technical language and the implements and materials, of operative Masonry to the worship of God as the Grand Architect of the Universe, and to the purification of the heart and the inculcation of the dogmas of a religious philosophy.[17] 

Man arrives at an understanding of this religious philosophy through reason alone, says Masonry. Consequently, this religion of naturalism never rises above the level of any of the non-Christian "higher" religions. For some a blending of Masonry and their own religion may be a possibility; such a course is not open to the Christian. 

Nowhere in Masonry is it suggested that a man be born again in baptism, that God became man in Jesus Christ, that He died for man's sins, that He founded a Church with authority to teach what is necessary for salvation. These become secondary, supplementary, and "sectarian" dogmas in the eyes of the lodge. Under no circumstances should they violate Masonic etiquette by dragging these dogmas into the lodge or mention the name of Jesus Christ aloud among their brethren. This is the real apostasy of the Christian Mason. Here is where the Christian Mason assumes the role of Peter on the night of the crucifixion. While he stands in the lodge among those who deny and ignore Christ and participates in worship and prayer from which his 

Redeemer's name is carefully excluded he is testifying before men: "I know not the man." 

The lodge has tried to eliminate the slightest reference to Christianity in its rituals and monitors. Mackey remarks: The Blazing Star is said, by Webb, to be "commemorative of the star which appeared to guide the wise men of the East to the place of our Savior's nativity." This, which is one of the ancient interpretations of the symbols, being considered too sectarian in its character, and unsuitable to the universal religion of Masonry, has been omitted since the meeting of Grand Lecturers at Baltimore, in 1842.[18] 

Christ has told the Christian Mason "No man cometh to the Father, but by me," but the Mason supports the lodge which promises eternal happiness to all who live by Masonic principles. He stands at the grave of an unbaptized brother and answers "So mote it be" to the Worshipful Master's assurance that the deceased has attained "Thy lodge on high." He knows he has been commanded by Christ to go and teach all nations and yet he submits to a gag on religious discussion in a religious organization dedicated to the worship of God. 

This dilemma does not face the Catholic since he knows that his Church has exposed the religious pretensions of the lodge for more than two centuries. Many Protestants and Eastern Orthodox also belong to denominations which forbid any compromise with the lodge. Furthermore, this choice between Church and lodge does not face 

modernist Protestants, Unitarians, and Jews who deny the exclusive claims of the Christian faith, doubt or deny the divinity of Jesus Christ, dismiss the inspiration of the Bible. 

The problem of dual membership in lodge and Church weighs heaviest on those evangelical Protestants, particularly ministers, who attempt to combine the religious tenets of Christianity with those of Masonic naturalism, who try to serve Hiram Abiff and Jesus Christ on alternate evenings.                                        59.
As the Lutheran writer, the Rev. Theodore Graebner, put it: "The difficulty for a Christian remaining a Freemason, then, consists in this, that Christ is not satisfied to share His homage with Allah and with Buddha."[19] 

In practically every respect Masonry resembles the mystery religions and as such represents not Christianity but a return to paganism. Mackey points out that Masonry "is not Christianity, but there is nothing repugnant to the faith of a Christian."[20] But this is the point: Masonry is admittedly and obviously religious but it is not 

Christianity and this in itself is repugnant to the faith of a Christian. 
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By William J. Whalen

Jesus Christ or Hiram Abiff?

When a Catholic abandons his faith and joins the Masonic sect the Church recognizes his switch of allegiance and considers him excommunicated. The Church would be untrue to her divine commission if she were to turn her back and pretend that her sons can serve two masters. Protestant churches which acknowledge the exclusive claims of Jesus Christ and the religious basis of the lodge follow a similar course. 

We believe that anyone who has followed our discussion to this point will agree that this is the only course of action which a Christian denomination can pursue. The Masonic lodge may avoid anticlerical activities in certain nations, may support commendable charitable undertakings, may disclaim its own religious orientation. 

Nevertheless the Christian knows that he cannot worship the Triune God on Sunday morning and the Grand Architect on lodge night. He knows he cannot participate in religious worship with non-Christians praying to T.G.A.O.T.U. and still observe Christ's command to ask the Father in His name. 

Masonic friends may assure us that the lodge itself does not bar Catholics from membership and that nothing detrimental to the Church has ever been voiced in their Temples. This may very well be true, but it is quite beside the point. Christians do not feel free to become Buddhists simply because Buddhists may refrain from attacking Christianity. They do not become Buddhists or Moslems because Christ, not Buddha or Mohammed, is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 

For all Masonry cares the Bible might never have been written, the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity never have become man or died for man's sins, never have instituted the sacraments or established a Church.      60. Masonry relegates these to the categories of "sectarian" and "peculiar" dogmas and those who believe in them are warned not to drag them into the Temples of Masonry's universal religion. Masonry carries man back to a pre-Christian reliance on human reason alone with absolutely no reference to the Christian revelation. We readily admit that a belief in God and in the immortality of the soul is better than atheism. Masonry, however, does not labor to convert twentieth-century atheists and agnostics to theism; the lodge offers Christian men a pre-Christian religious worship, theology, and morality. 

What possible advantages would a Christian see in the lodge which would induce him to deny the claims of Jesus Christ and seek admission into Masonry? We find a number of such advantages dangled before prospective members of the lodge but none of these withstand examination. 

In the first place, the lodge promises to make its initiates privy to great secrets. They will be "in" while the rest of mankind, including most of Christendom, will sit in the darkness outside. Nowhere does Masonry promise more and deliver less; the great secrets of the lodge are neither great nor secret. Are these the secrets of the universe? Are these secrets too blinding in brilliance for the minds of women, children, and the "profane"? Are they the keys to spiritual, physical, and mental happiness? Alas, they consist of a few passwords and secret grips and ritual mumbo jumbo. The dissatisfied Master Mason must be enticed by the carrot of higher and higher degrees to find the secrets he expected in the Blue Lodge. He never does. 

What is more, the secrets for which he has paid in the coin of the realm and in hours of fruitless memorization are not even secret. He should have known that real secrets in a mass organization of 4,000,000 men are illusory. Anyone with curiosity about the subject can easily procure all the genuine Masonic rituals he wishes. Recently, a friend of the author, a rabbi, complained that he had wasted evening after evening deciphering the King Solomon's code book for his Blue Lodge initiation and did not find out until later that he could have purchased the ritual in plain English at a bookstore a few blocks from the Masonic Temple. It happens that publishers and vendors of Masonic books, like their profane colleagues, are in business to make money and not to preserve inconsequential lodge secrets. 

Other candidates for the lodge are attracted by the promise of preference. Once they become eligible to wear the Masonic ring or lapel button certainly their business will pick up, they will sell more life insurance, they will gain more patients or clients. Perhaps if they get into legal difficulties they will find a brother Mason on the bench or in the jury box. And should they decide to run for public office they will enjoy the electoral support of their brethren of the white apron. 

A minute's analysis will destroy this illusion. In many communities, particularly in the Eastern part of the country, the Mason who flaunts his affiliation may well antagonize as many customers and voters as he expects to win. In many Southern communities where most white Protestant bourgeoisie are already members, he cannot expect such preferential treatment since most of his competitors also wear the square and compass. 

Elsewhere the Mason may find some doors open to him which would have otherwise remained shut and he may pick up a few votes which would have gone to the opposition candidate. He would be foolish to think, however, that more than a handful of Americans make it a practice to investigate lodge membership in their complex daily activities. Will the 32nd degree Mason who sells tainted meat or weighs his thumb with the pork chops continue to attract his lodge brothers to his shop? Will the bleeding victim of the highway accident seek the proper password from the physician who comes to his aid? Will the Mason be happy to pay $100 extra to buy his next Ford from the Worshipful Master? Will General Motors or RCA pay a higher dividend to stockholders who belong to the lodge? And do normal people stop to debate: "Between two men of equal ability, I will choose the one who belongs to the same lodge as I do." No one need fear that if he gives a good haircut, sells merchandise of quality, writes readable magazine articles, serves a tasty meal he will suffer in his business relationships because he lacks a Masonic pin. 

We do not wish to deprecate Masonic benevolence, another so called advantage to membership, but we feel we should again stress that there is no comparison between the charity of the Christian churches and that of the lodge. While the lodge carefully limits its disbursements to those who are paid up members, the Church extends her charity to all: men and women, young and old, white and black. The lodge takes pains to exclude women, children, Negroes, the poor, crippled, and senile from its Temples. The only ones who are accepted for Masonic membership are those who are most unlikely ever to need charitable assistance "If ye love them that love you, what thanks have ye? Do not even the publicans the same?" 
                                                                                                                                                                   61.
Anyone so foolish as to rely on the lodge for help in adversity would do better to put his dues and assessments into insurance, annuities, common stocks, bonds, bank deposits, or real estate. During a serious depression Masons desert the lodge by the hundreds of thousands and the average of $3 per member per year for charity drops to pennies. On the other hand, one who is looking for opportunities to serve his fellow man need not look for them in the lodge. He can find abundant opportunities in his church, in youth work, in service clubs, and in similar groups. 

Good fellowship is another promise which the lodge makes its candidates and we will not deny that such fellowship flourishes in many lodges. It should. Practically all the members fall into the same social class: white, Protestant, bourgeois. Such jarring topics as religion and politics are outlawed. "Nonconformists" may be disposed of by means of the black ball. Again, what a difference between the exclusive lodge and the all embracing Church of Christ which turns no one from her doors. What no one can seriously propose, however, is that any man looking for companionship must find it in the Masonic lodge. Even the smallest country village supports dozens of clubs and social organizations which fill man's gregarious needs. A person can choose a church society such as the Holy Name Society or Legion of Mary, a veterans' organization such as the VFW or the American Legion, a service club such as the Lions or Kiwanis, a trade union, and a bewildering assortment of bridge and poker clubs, P.T.A.'s, discussion groups, Catholic Action organizations, square dance groups, stamp clubs, etc. 

Finally, some men are wooed into the lodge by simple vanity, by the opportunity to claim grandiose titles, to command a respect that they do not find in their own homes or in their occupations. Some find an escape from an oppressively feminine social life in the all-male lodge. 

Although we believe that Masonry ultimately undermines the Christian basis of society, propagates an insidious religion of naturalism and the spirit of religious indifference, administers an immoral oath, and often engages in or tolerates anticlericalism, we have a Christian obligation to love Masons. When we deny the compatibility of the lodge and the Christian faith we do not question the sincerity of Protestant Masons but their consistency. It seems that many of us reveal a lack of consistency in many areas of our lives. We are scientific about one subject and superstitious about another. We harbor mutually incompatible political and economic theories but we compartmentalize our lives so that our inconsistencies do not show. 

Catholics along with many Protestant and Eastern Orthodox know of the basic incompatibility of Church and lodge because this has long been demonstrated by their religious leaders. We pray that those who receive no such guidance from their churches in this matter will investigate for themselves the mutually exclusive claims of Jesus Christ and the Grand Architect. "That all men should honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. He that honoreth not the Son honoreth not the Father who hath sent Him" (Jn. 5:23). 

Taken from "Christianity and American Freemasonry" by William J. Whalen published by Bruce Publishing Company, 1958. Copyright (c) 1996 EWTN
14. Papal Condemnations of the Lodge

http://www.ewtn.com/library/NEWAGE/PACONDEM.TXT 
By William J. Whalen

Eight Popes Have Condemned Masonry Since 1738
No one could accuse the Catholic Church of disguising her antipathy to Freemasonry. 

Scarcely 20 years after the organization of modern Masonry in 1717 Pope Clement XII forbade membership in the lodge and since then seven other popes have warned the faithful against the dangers of Masonic naturalism to the Christian faith. 

Catholics who join the Masonic sect are automatically excommunicated. Except at the point of death only the pope or his delegated representative can lift this excommunication in the external forum. Such a "Catholic" Mason deprives himself of the spiritual benefits of the Church, may not receive the sacraments, and cannot be given Christian burial nor be interred in consecrated ground. A Mason who desires to enter the Church must cut all ties with the lodge. A Mason who wishes to marry a Catholic woman must reveal his lodge affiliation in signing the pre-nuptial questionnaire. 

Excommunication is a drastic penalty but its object is to cure the offenders and bring them back to the Church. Obviously a non-Catholic cannot be excluded from the communion of the faithful to which he does not belong. Masonic jibing at the in effectiveness of papal excommunication for Protestant and Jewish Masons betrays a complete misunderstanding of the term. The Church does not excommunicate Masons. 

She excommunicates Catholics who freely elect to worship the Grand Architect of the lodge rather than the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.                                                                                                                 62.
In previous chapters we have examined the chief reasons for the Church's severe attitude toward Masonry. Masonry constitutes a religion of naturalism which considers the basic Christian doctrines of the Trinity, the Incarnation, the Atonement, the necessity of baptism, and the role of the Church in the plan of salvation to be quite incidental. The lodge furthermore exacts a series of oaths from its candidates which cannot be called valid extrajudicial oaths; those who swear such oaths, agreeing to the most horrible self-mutilation in order to protect a few passwords and secret grips, are objectively guilty of either vain or rash swearing. Third, the Masonic order has historically sought to destroy the Catholic Church and to substitute a purely secular society. Posing as nonpartisan in religious affairs the lodge plumps for abolishment of parochial schools, easy divorce laws, cremation, suppression of religious orders especially the Society of Jesus, and a separation of Church and State never envisioned by the framers of the First Amendment. In addition, American Freemasonry discriminates against Negroes, promotes a spirit of religious indifference, lends itself to manifold injustices through preferential treatment of Masons by Masons, and expunges the name of Christ from lodge prayers and from Bible passages used in the ritual. 

Pope Clement directed his bull In <Eminenti> (April 28, 1738) against Francis, Grand Duke of Tuscany, who had sponsored Masonic lodges within his domain. The bull read in part: 

It has become known to us, even in truth by public rumor, that great and extensive progress is being made by, and the strength daily increasing of, some Societies, Meetings, Gatherings, Conventicles or Lodges commonly known as of <Liberi Muratori>, or Freemasons or some other nomenclature according to difference of language, in which men of any religion and sect whatsoever, content with a certain affectation of natural virtue, are associated mutually in a close and exclusive bond in accordance with laws and statutes framed for themselves; and are bound as well by a stringent oath sworn upon the Sacred Volume, as by the imposition of heavy penalties to conceal under inviolable silence, what they secretly do in their meetings. 

But since it is the nature of wickedness to betray itself, and to cry aloud so as to reveal itself, hence the afore-said Societies or Conventicles have excited so strong suspicion in the minds of the faithful that to enroll oneself in these Lodges is quite the same, in the judgment of prudent and virtuous men, as to incur the brand of depravity and perverseness, for if they were not acting ill, they would not by any means have such a hatred of the light. And this repute has spread to such a degree that in very many countries the societies just mentioned have been proscribed, and with foresight banished long since as though hostile to the safety of kingdoms.

We, accordingly, turning over in our mind the very serious injuries which are in the highest degree inflicted by such Societies or Conventicles not merely on the tranquillity of the temporal state, but also on the spiritual welfare of souls, and perceiving that they are inconsistent alike with civil and canonical sanctions, being taught by the divine word that it is our duty, by day and night, like a faithful servant, and a prudent ruler of 

his master's household, to watch that no persons of this kind like thieves break into the house, and like foxes strive to ravage the vineyard, that is to say, thereby pervert the hearts of the simple and privily shoot at the innocent; in order to close the wide road which might be opened thereby for perpetrating iniquity with impunity and for other just and reasonable causes known to ourselves, have determined and decreed that these same Societies, Meetings, Gatherings, Lodges or Conventicles, of <Liberi Muratori>, or Freemasons, or by whatever other name called, herein acting on the advice of some Venerable Brethren of ours, Cardinals of the Holy Roman Church, and also of our own motion, and from our certain knowledge, and mature deliberation, and in the plenitude of Apostolic Power, should be condemned and prohibited as by this present Constitution we do condemn and prohibit them. 

Wherefore we direct the faithful in Christ, all and singly, of whatever status, grade, dignity and preeminence, whether laics or clerics as well secular as regular, even those worthy of specific and individual mention and expression, strictly and in virtue of holy obedience, that no one, under any pretext or farfetched color dare or presume to enter the above mentioned Societies of <Liberi Muratori>, Freemasons, or otherwise named, 

or to propagate, foster and receive them whether in their houses or elsewhere, and to conceal them, or be present at them, or to afford them the opportunity or facilities for being convened anywhere, or otherwise to render them advice, help or favor, openly or in secret, directly or indirectly, of themselves or through the agency of others in whatever way; and likewise to exhort, induce, incite or persuade others to be enrolled 

in, reckoned among, or take part in Societies of this kind, or to aid and foster them in any way whatsoever; but in every particular to abstain utterly as they are in duty bound from the same Societies, Meetings, Assemblies, Gatherings, Lodges, or Conventicles, on pain of excommunication to be incurred by all who in the above ways 

offend-to be incurred ipso facto without any declaration, and that from this excommunication no one, except on the point of death, can obtain benefit of absolution except through Us, or the Roman Pontiff for the time being. 

Communications in 1738 did not encompass the daily newspapers, magazines, radio, TV, and motion pictures of today, and hence the Catholic world did not immediately know of the contents of the bull. According to ancient Church practice a bull was not promulgated in a given diocese until it is posted and means are obtained to enforce it. Where Masonry was not yet a problem or where secular authorities prevailed upon individual bishops the promulgation was delayed for many years. To add to the confusion a bogus bull was circulated which asked the faithful to support the lodges whenever possible! 

Consequently we find that some Catholics, particularly in Ireland, continued to join the lodge after the papal pronouncement. Some served as Worshipful Masters and some lodges were composed entirely of Catholic priests and laymen. Even the Irish patriot Daniel O'Connell served as Master of Dublin Lodge No. 189 after his initiation in 1799. In 1837 he testified that he had renounced the lodge some years before. Lord Petre, a prominent Roman Catholic, became Grand Master of the English lodge in 1772 and served in this capacity for five years. 

Daniel Carroll, brother of the first American bishop, was active in Masonry and apparently Bishop Carroll did not consider the papal ban applicable to this country until sometime after 1800. For example, the bishop discussed the various censures of the Holy See on the lodge question in a letter to a layman in 1794. He added, "I do not pretend that these decrees are received generally by the Church, or have full authority in this diocese."
A convent of nuns in Nantes sent a Masonic apron to George Washington as a present. Masons laid the cornerstone for St. Mary's church, first Catholic church in Albany and first cathedral of that diocese. Catholics in the Louisiana Territory were likely to be members of the lodge and Father Sedella, pastor of the New Orleans cathedral, was buried in Masonic regalia. 

Clement's successor, Pope Benedict XIV, was equally adamant against the spreading secret societies, especially Freemasonry. He asked Maria Theresa, Empress of Austria, to disband the lodge in Vienna. Police almost arrested her husband, Francis, when they raided the lodge room but the Duke escaped through a back door. The captured Masons were detained for a day or two but the lodge soon resumed underground activities. Benedict issued a second bull in 1751 reiterating the penalty of excommunication. 

Present-day readers may consider some of the papal charges to be wide of the mark. 

Masons delight in pointing to distinguished American statesmen and asking if these are the depraved and perverted men whom the popes identify. At the same time the only Catholic Church which Masonic polemicists seem to know at firsthand is the Church of the Spanish Inquisition. Masons should remember that these early bulls against the lodge were written long before the American Revolution. When the popes say "now" in 

these bulls they mean the mid-1700's and when they spoke of Masonry they meant the European Masonry which they knew. That the charges in these pronouncements blacken the character of the neighborhood druggist or filling station operator who joined the local F. & A. M. Lodge to sell more pills or gasoline or just to get away for an evening with the boys would be a just criticism if we ignored the time and circumstances. Today, more than two centuries later, the character of individual Masons is not the point; Catholics are warned against the enticements of the lodge but not because the lodge promotes communism or perversion or subversion or carousing or atheism. 

Pius VII (1821), Leo XII (1825), Pius VIII (1829), and Gregory XVI (1832) issued bulls against Freemasonry and the host of secret societies which were infesting the continent and thriving on intrigue, assassination, and subversion. Freethinkers flocked to the lodges as the natural base from which to attack Church and State. Today the same sort of person would naturally gravitate toward the Socialist and Communist parties which promise to overthrow the present social order. Italian Masonry was disrupted by feuds and schisms but the chief leaders of the Italian unification movement were all Masons: Mazzini, Garibaldi, and Cavour. 

Pope Pius IX issued six bulls on Freemasonry between 1846 and 1873 His 1865 Allocution pointed out: 

Among the numerous machinations and artifices by which the enemies of the Christian name have tried to attack the Church of God, and sought to shake it and besiege it by efforts superfluous in truth must undoubtedly be reckoned that perverse society of men called Masonic, which at first confined to darkness and obscurity, now comes into light for the common ruin of religion and human society. 

Bishop John McGill of Richmond castigated the lodge in a pastoral letter published in 1884: 

(Masonry) professes a great respect for religion, declaring that only men who respect religion can be members, and it amuses its members with a display of the Bible and certain prayers and religious terms;                    64.
and while it inculcates the belief that the love of man and mere human virtues are all-sufficient and alone necessary, and in this manner it more effectually combats Christianity than can be done by the hosts of immoral and infidel writers who are openly laboring for its destruction. It is, mighty in its agency, because it professes to dispose of the goods of the present life. It places its sword at the entrance of all the avenues of trade, business and professional life, and gives the accolade of patronage and success only to those who have learned its catechism and been initiated through the means of its supernatural signs. Its influence seriously affects all who refuse to enroll their names upon its list, upon all the fields of competition and follows its members with the benefits of aid and protection upon the battlefields, in the prisons, before the tribunals of justice and at the hustings. It throws the veil of concealment over its chief end and its internal administration by the requirements of a solemn oath of secrecy, and only makes itself known to the public by its festive processions with dazzling banners and regalia, and by its bountiful donations and timely assistance to the widows and orphans of deceased members. 

The notorious Leo Taxil case illustrates the credibility of some Catholics on the subject of Masonry. Although the hoax was exposed, some of the fantastic ideas about Masonry linger in Catholic folklore. Likewise, Masonic partisans point to the Taxil case as proof positive that the Church's case against the lodge is built on falsehoods and misunderstandings. 

Taxil, a French anticlerical journalist, had written a sensational pot boiler called <Secret Amours of Pius IX> and he now saw another chance to get rich quick and humiliate the Church he despised. He pretended conversion, recanted his atheist writings, and was received into the Church. He published a series of books entitled <Complete Revelations of French Masonry> in which he accused the lodges of demon worship, orgies, spiritualism, Black Masses, etc. Masons were guilty of every crime from ritual murder to blasphemy according to convert Taxil who added that worship of Satan was the object of the higher degrees. He claimed that Charleston, S. C., then headquarters of the Scottish Rite Southern Jurisdiction, was the fountainhead of diabolical Masonry with Pike as the Masonic pope. The high priestess of higher Masonry, a being with supernatural powers who was known as "Diana," rebelled when Pike commanded her to desecrate a host. She too authored books on Masonry which were ghost written by Taxil. 

Taxil was acclaimed as an outstanding authority on the inner workings of Masonry and was featured speaker at an anti-Masonic congress at Trent in 1896. The 1000 delegates clamored for an appearance by the mysterious Diana and Taxil promised to produce her in Paris on Easter Monday, 1897. Instead the anti-Masonic mountebank astonished his admirers by announcing that his conversion 12 years earlier was a pretense, Diana a myth, and his revelations pure fiction. 

The unbelievable gullibility of some Catholics in the Taxil case may serve as a wholesome lesson in examining Masonry. The Christian case against the lodge will never be served by checking intelligence and common sense at the door. During the course of research on this book the author has heard tales of Masonic doings hardly less incredible than Taxil's famous fabrications. One clergyman solemnly described the death lottery in which all 33rd degree Masons participate. Every year one name is drawn and the winner (loser) must agree to commit suicide in the following year for the greater glory of Freemasonry! 

On the other hand, we cannot absolve the Masons for resorting to wild exaggeration and fables in seeking to discredit the papal condemnations. For years they circulated the canard that Popes Benedict XIV and Pius IX had themselves been initiated into the lodge. Such preposterous stories have been retold in the pages of the New Age although they have the same sort of historical basis as the legend of Pope Joan. In a solemn allocution on April 20, 1849, Pius IX referred to the rumor about his Masonic initiation and denounced it as "the blackest of all calumnies." 

One of the greatest modern popes, Leo XIII, was also one of Masonry's stanches" foes. 

This has embarrassed those Masons who argue that only political reactionaries among the hierarchy used the lodge as a red herring to divert the attention of the people from needed social reforms. Because of its paramount importance in understanding the position of the Church on Freemasonry we have reproduced the encyclical, <Humanum genus>. In this 1884 encyclical Pope Leo indicates that the human race is divided into two opposing camps, one under God and the other under Satan. "At every period of time each has been in conflict with the other, with a variety and multiplicity of weapons, and of warfare, although not always with equal ardor and assault. At this period, however, the partisans of evil seem to be combining together, and to be struggling with united vehemence, led on or assisted by that strongly organized and widespread association called the Freemasons," declared the pontiff.                                                                                         65.
Of course, the Holy Father did not mean that all Masons are wicked and all Christians, saintly. He is speaking of the spirit of the Church and the spirit of Masonic naturalism as unalterably opposed to one another. Pike replied to the pope's denunciation by delivering a Praelocution in October, 1884. This consisted mainly in a recital of alleged horrors of the Inquisition and misdeeds of the Church of Rome. Said the head of the Southern Jurisdiction of the Scottish Rite, "If, in other countries, Freemasonry has lost sight of the Ancient Landmarks, even tolerating communism and atheism, it is better to endure ten years of these evils than it would be to live a week under the devilish tyranny of the Inquisition and of the black soldiery of Loyola. Atheism is a dreary unbelief, but it at least does not persecute, torture, or roast men who believe there is a God." Tragically, history and international Communism have proved General Pike to be wrong. 

The General went out of his way to deny any basic distinction between American and Latin and Continental Masonry: 

It is not when the powers of the Papacy are concentrated to crush the Freemasonry of the Latin Kingdoms and Republics of the world, that the Masons of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite in the United States will, from any motive whatever, proclaim that they have no sympathy with the Masons of the Continent of Europe or with those of Mexico or of the South American Republics. If these fall into errors of practice or indulge in extravagances of dogma, we will dissent and remonstrate; but we will not forget that the Freemasonry of our Rite and of the French Rite has always been the Apostle of Civil and Religious Liberty, and that the blood of Spanish and other Latin Freemasons has again and again glorified and sanctified the implements of torture, the scaffold and the stake, of the Papacy and the Inquisition. 
In a later reply to the encyclical Pike boasts: 

It is the crowning glory of Freemasonry that, requiring only that a Candidate shall believe and put his trust in a living and personal God, a beneficent and protecting Providence, to whom it is not folly to pray; and shall believe in the continued existence of the Soul of man after the death of the body, it receives into its Lodges the Christian of every sect the Hebrew, the Moslem and the Parsee, and unites them in the holy bonds of brotherhood. 

Pope Leo's final word on Freemasonry was delivered in 1902. The official position of the Church regarding membership in the lodge was stated in the Code of Canon Law issued by Benedict XV in 1917. Since then the Holy See has been preoccupied with the immense problems of two world wars, the rise of nationalism, Fascism, and Nazism, the tremendous advance of atheistic Communism which has engulfed 800 million people, the possibilities of H-bomb annihilation. The position of the Church on Freemasonry could not be made clearer and the recent pontiffs have not felt the need to restate what their predecessors have repeatedly declared. 

The present Holy Father, however, may have had Masonry in mind in his 1955 May Day address when he warned, "Laws and institutions are of little worth if the ordinary man sees in his daily life that everything depends on influential connections which he, unlike others, does not possess; or if he suspects that behind the facade of what is called the State there lies concealed the manipulations of powerful organized groups." 

For more than 200 years the Catholic Church has called attention to the anti-Christian basis of modern Masonry. What originated as Catholic guilds engaged in erecting the magnificent cathedrals of the Middle Ages has become one of the implacable enemies of the Church. The points on which the lodge stands condemned are not the peculiarities of the French Grand Orient or other "schismatic" Masonic bodies. The recent popes, particularly Leo XIII, were well aware that the bulk of the world's Masons were English and American. Their lodges have been condemned for their religious naturalism not their atheism, for their immoral oaths, for their historic if technically unofficial anticlericalism. As we shall see, millions of Protestant and Eastern Orthodox 

Christians belong to denominations which join in warning against affiliation with the Masonic sect. 

Chapter 8 of "Christianity and American Freemasonry" by William J. Whalen, published by The Bruce Publishing Company. Copyright (c) 1996 EWTN


15. FAQs on Freemasonry

http://www.scripturecatholic.com/freemasonfaq.html 
By John Salza SEE PAGES 2, 3
The following are FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions) that I commonly receive regarding Freemasonry. My answers, while providing some general information about Masonry, only scratch the surface of why Freemasonry is incompatible with the Christian faith. By way of background, I was a 32nd degree Mason and Shriner, as well as a Blue lodge officer and Proficiency cardholder. A Proficiency card is a rare Masonic credential conferred upon those Masons who are considered experts in Masonic ritual.                               66.
I spent several years in Freemasonry before rediscovering the truth of Jesus Christ and His Church. By God's grace, I have written a book on the religious and moral teachings of Freemasonry and why these teachings are incompatible with Christianity. The book also discusses my personal struggles with Masonry and how I left the Lodge. My hope is that this book will serve as the most comprehensive resource in explaining why the teachings of the Lodge are irreconcilable with the Christian faith. 

What is Freemasonry?
How does Freemasonry define itself?
What is the origin of Freemasonry?
What are Freemasonry's teachings and practices?
How is Freemasonry organized?
Who speaks for Freemasonry?
What are the higher degrees in Freemasonry?
Who are the Shriners?
Why is Freemasonry incompatible with Christianity?
What is the Catholic Church's position on Freemasonry?
How do Masons respond to anti-Masonry?

What is Freemasonry?

There are many misunderstandings among the general public about the organization called Freemasonry (also known as "Masonry" or "the Lodge"). While much of the public thinks that Freemasonry is just a fraternity, Masonry has been judged by every Christian church that has studied it to be a religion that is incompatible with Christianity.

Freemasonry has a very formal religious system which includes a belief in God as the Grand Architect of the Universe, the immortality of the soul and the resurrection of the body. Masonry also believes that man can achieve salvation by his good works, independent of God's gift of grace. Notwithstanding its belief in God, resurrection of the body, and salvation by works, Masonry does not require its members to believe in Jesus Christ or His Church. 

Freemasonry is also controversial because it keeps its religious and moral teachings secret behind the Lodge doors. To that end, Masonry requires its members to swear to God an oath that they will never reveal the teachings of the Lodge lest they be worthy of a gruesome death (for example, being worthy of having one’s throat cut across, heart plucked out, and body severed in two). While Masonry conditions its members to believe that Freemasonry is just a fraternity, it slowly draws its Christian members away from Jesus Christ by offering them a different plan of salvation through Masonic virtue and good works. By God's grace, more and more men are leaving the Lodge each year and revealing the incompatibilities between Freemasonry and the Christian faith.


How does Freemasonry define itself?

While Masons claim that Freemasonry is just a fraternity, Masonry universally defines itself as "a regular system of morality, veiled in allegory, and illustrated by symbols." Thus, its own definition reveals that it is more than a fraternity. Freemasonry defines itself as such because it teaches a system of morality through allegory and symbolism that, when faithfully practiced, leads all Masons to "the celestial lodge above," irrespective of their individual religious beliefs. Freemasonry is far more than a social club.

From a Christian perspective, any organization that claims to be a system of morality (especially one whose moral teachings are secret and are said to lead Masons to eternal life) must be evaluated in light of Scripture and the teachings of the Church. If the moral teachings of an organization are not rooted in God's Revelation in Jesus Christ, they present incompatibilities with the Christian faith. As applied to Masonry, these incompatibilities include a denial of God’s gift of grace in the process of justification and salvation which come to us exclusively through the death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

What is the origin of Freemasonry?

The origins of Freemasonry are debated, even among Masons. Most Masons, however, agree that the birth of modern Freemasonry occurred in 1717 in England during the dawn of the Enlightenment period. During this period, there was an intellectual movement that spread throughout Europe called Rationalism, whereby human reason was exalted above God's Revelation. This resulted in a religious subjectivism in which man could now decide what was true and what wasn't true on matters of faith and morals. The Christian truths of the fall, original sin, and the necessity of redemption were abandoned. Ecclesiastical authority was also forsaken. God became a deistic "Grand Architect of the Universe" that was sought and worshiped in all religions. These elements have been preserved in modern Freemasonry.                                                                          67.
Ironically, although almost every Protestant church has condemned Freemasonry, the movement of Rationalism actually brought about the Protestant Reformation. Luther and other Protestant “reformers" substituted private judgment for the teaching authority of the Catholic Church, and this has led to thousands of divisions within Christianity. But while Protestants have removed the teaching authority of the Church from their religion, Masons have removed Christ Himself. 

What are Freemasonry's teachings and practices?

Freemasonry is governed by certain fundamental and unalterable precepts that the organization calls "Landmarks." Landmarks have been handed down from one Masonic generation to the next through secret rituals and oral tradition. While there is no consensus on all the Landmarks, most Masons agree that the Landmarks include a belief in God as the Grand Architect of the Universe, the immortality of the soul, and the resurrection of the body.

The Landmarks also include the conferral of the death and resurrection rite of the third degree (also called the Hiramic legend), the teaching of moral and religious truths through symbolism, the requirement for secrecy, the necessity for candidates to have full use of their mental faculties and limbs (no physically or mentally handicapped men can become Masons) and the requirement of swearing covenant oaths with self-curses as a condition for membership. 

Freemasonry also reverences all religious writings and places these writings on par with God’s written Word found in the Bible. Thus, Masonry places all religious writings on its altar (Book of Mormon, the Vedas, Zend Avesta, the Sohar, the Kabalah, the Bhagavad-Gita, the Upanishads or any other religious writing). This is because, unlike Christianity, Freemasonry does not believe that the Bible is the revealed written Word of God. Instead, Freemasonry views all religions as equally plausible attempts to explain the truth about God which, in the end, cannot be known. 

How is Freemasonry organized?

Freemasonry is organized by lodges (also called Blue lodges) which come under the authority of a Grand Lodge and its Most Worshipful Grand Master. There are 51 Grand Lodges in the United States (one for each state and the district of Columbia). Each Grand Lodge is the governing authority for Freemasonry in a given jurisdiction, and all Blue lodges in that jurisdiction report to the respective Grand Lodge. There is, however, no single Grand Lodge or governing authority over the world's Freemasonry. The principle officer of the Blue lodge is called the Worshipful Master. The Blue lodges, under the authority of its Grand Lodge, make men Masons through the conferral of ceremonial rituals called "degrees."

There are three degrees in Freemasonry that are conferred by the Blue lodge - the Entered Apprentice (1st) degree, the Fellowcraft (2nd) degree, and the Master Mason (3rd) degree. A candidate is initiated an Entered Apprentice, passed to the degree of Fellowcraft, and raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason. 

Who speaks for Freemasonry?

Masonic ritual is the principle authority that speaks for Freemasonry. While there is no exact uniformity in Masonic ritual from state to state, the rituals are essentially the same. Masons thus boast of the universality of Freemasonry. Moreover, although Masonic ritual is not identical from state to state, every Grand Lodge in the United States recognizes each other as practicing valid Freemasonry. This means that Masons from one state can visit a lodge in another state and are generally allowed to participate in the ritual work.

When a Christian criticizes the teachings of Freemasonry using the rituals, the Mason often evasively responds by saying "No one speaks for Freemasonry." Such a response is not genuine, and is really just an effort to avoid addressing the rituals. Any honest Mason would admit that his Grand Lodge's ritual is the authority that speaks for Masonry in his jurisdiction, and it is from these rituals that we learn of Masonry's teachings about God, resurrection, and eternal life, without any requirement to believe in Jesus Christ. 

The other important authority that explains the meaning of Masonry is the Masonic Bible. This Bible, which is typically the King James Version of the Old and New Testament, includes an extensive addendum of Masonic definitions and terminology. This book is generally given to Masons after they receive their third degree, and can be ordered from most Grand Lodges throughout the country. Other secondary authorities include writings by the friends of Masonry, such as Henry Wilson Coil, Albert Mackey, and Albert Pike, all of whom declare that Freemasonry is a religion and that this religion is not Christianity. 

What are the higher degrees in Freemasonry?

While there are many numerically higher degrees, the third degree (or Master Mason degree) is considered the highest degree in Freemasonry. This is because the Master Mason degree, in an extensive allegorical drama in which the candidate participates, teaches Masonry's sublime belief in the resurrection of the body. This drama is also called the Hiramic legend or the legend of the third degree.                                                           68.
In the third degree, the candidate participates in a drama where he plays a biblical character named "Hiram Abiff," a stonemason who worked on King Solomon’s Temple. In the lodge drama, Hiram is accosted in the Temple by renegade Masons who are trying to extort from him the secret Masonic word. When Hiram refuses to divulge the secret Masonic word, the Masons kill him (the candidate is symbolically murdered by being hit over the head with a padded setting maul, knocked off his feet, and caught in a large sack by his Masonic brothers). The Masons then bury the body of Hiram Abiff (the candidate is instructed to remain lying down and materials are spread over his body). 

As the drama unfolds, Hiram’s body is later discovered by other Masons who work in King Solomon’s Temple. When he is discovered, King Solomon and the other Masons make a procession to the gravesite and then pray for Hiram’s salvation. After the prayer, King Solomon raises Hiram (the candidate) up by the Strong Grip of a Master Mason. The candidate is then told that he has been raised from a dead level to a living perpendicular in the Masonic faith of the resurrection of the body and the immortality of the soul. 

After a Mason reaches the third degree, he may advance in his Masonic journey to either the Scottish Rite or the York Rite. The Scottish Rite confers the fourth through thirty-second (and honorary thirty-third) degree. The York Rite also confers advanced degrees and is known as Original or Ancient Craft Masonry. These bodies are not under the authority of the Grand Lodges but have friendly relationships with them. The purpose of these higher degrees is to amplify what the Mason learned in his Blue lodge. These degrees, like those of the Blue lodge, require oath-bound secrecy. When a man becomes either a thirty-second degree or York Rite Mason, he is eligible to join the Shriners. 
Who are the Shriners?

The Shriners are an organization of 32nd degree or York Rite Masons who are best known for their red fezzes, little motor cars and circus parades. The Shrine is also known for its hospitals and other philanthropic activities. Masons call the Shrine the "playground of Freemasonry." Most of the public is unaware of the fact that all Shriners are Master Masons (but not all Masons are Shriners).

Like the previous Masonic degrees, candidates for the Shrine are initiated with a solemn religious ceremony at the local Mosque (the Islamic gathering place of the Shrine). All candidates, including Christians, must swear an oath to Allah on the Koran declaring that they would be worthy of having their eyeballs pierced to the center with a three-inch blade, their feet flayed, and forced to walk the hot sands of the sterile shores of the Red Sea, where the flaming sun shall strike them with a livid plague, rather than to violate their Shriner Masonic oath. 

Why is Freemasonry incompatible with Christianity?

Freemasonry is incompatible with Christianity because it promotes indifferentism. Indifferentism is the heretical belief that all religions are equally legitimate attempts to explain the truth about God which, but for the truth of His existence, are unexplainable. Such a view makes all truths relative and holds that God can be equally pleased with truth and error. Because Christians believe that God has definitively revealed Himself in the person of Jesus Christ, and desires that all men come to the knowledge of this truth, indifferentism is incompatible with Christian faith. Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me." (John 14:6).

Freemasonry's teachings and practices also result in syncretism which is the blending of different religious beliefs into a unified whole. This is evidenced most especially by Masonry's religious rituals which gather men of all faiths around a common altar, and place all religious writings along side the Bible on the Masonic altar. This is also demonstrated by the Lodge's prayers and its unique names and symbols for God and heaven. Syncretism is the logical consequence of indifferentism. 

The Lodge's practice of requiring its members to swear immoral oaths is also incompatible with Christianity. These oaths require a Christian to swear on the Holy Bible that he will uphold a code of moral conduct that prefers Masons over non-Masons, and to preserve secret passwords and handshakes. Such oaths are gravely immoral because their subject matter is trivial or does not give rise to the necessity of an oath. These oaths are also sworn under symbolic, blood-curdling penalties of physical torture and death called self-curses (e.g., having my throat cut across, and my tongue torn out by its roots). These penalties show a lack of respect for God and amount to blasphemy which is a serious sin. 

What is the Catholic Church's position on Freemasonry?

The Church, through its Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, has formally declared that Catholics who enroll in Masonic associations are in a state of grave sin and may not receive Holy Communion.  This declaration*, which is the most recent teaching of the Church, has affirmed nearly 300 years of papal pronouncements against Freemasonry on the grounds that the teachings of the Lodge are contrary to Catholic faith and morals.           *http://www.cin.org/users/james/files/masons1.htm                                            69.
The Church’s declaration on Freemasonry exposes Catholic Masons to a number of penalties under canon law. For example, a Catholic who is aware that the Church authoritatively judges membership in Freemasonry to be gravely sinful must not approach Holy Communion (c. 916). The Church imposes the duty upon all grave sinners not to make a sacrilegious communion. Such a Catholic Mason who is aware of the grave sin must receive absolution in a sacramental confession before being able to receive communion again, unless there is a grave reason and no opportunity to confess (c. 916). This confession, in order to be valid, also requires the Catholic Mason to renounce his Masonic membership. 

Further, because membership in Freemasonry is an external or public condition, the Catholic Mason can be refused Holy Communion by the pastors of the Church for obstinately persevering in his Masonic membership (c. 915). Such a Catholic Mason would also be forbidden from receiving the Anointing of the Sick (c. 1007) as well as ecclesiastical funeral rites if public scandal were to result (c. 1184, §1, °3). 

Canon 1364 also imposes an automatic excommunication upon apostates, heretics, or schismatics. This canon could also apply to Catholic Masons. If, for example, a Catholic Mason embraced the theological teachings of Freemasonry that the Church has condemned (indifferentism, syncretism), he would be in heresy by virtue of his belief in these teachings. Further, if a Catholic Mason knew the Church opposes membership in Freemasonry, and yet adamantly and persistently refused to submit to the pope’s authority in precluding his membership in the Lodge, he may also find himself in schism. Catholic Masons could also be subject to canon 1374 which imposes an interdict or just penalty upon those who join associations that plot against the Church. 

For the canonical penalties to apply, the Catholic Mason would have to act in a gravely imputable way (that is, the Catholic would have to be aware of the Church’s teaching on Freemasonry and, after being warned about it, choose to disregard it). In my personal experience, a fair number of Catholic Masons do act in a gravely imputable way in regard to their Masonic membership. In these cases, the canonical penalties, including excommunication, apply. The Church's penalties are not meant to alienate the person on whom the penalty is levied. Instead, the penalties are meant to communicate to the person the gravity of his conduct, encourage his repentance and reconciliation with the Church, and bring him back into the one fold of Christ. After all, the mission of the Church is the salvation of souls. 

How do Masons respond to anti-Masonry?

Masons conspicuously avoid using their rituals to defend the Lodge against Christian opposition. This is because the rituals' teachings concerning God, salvation by works alone, resurrection and eternal life in the celestial lodge above are indefensible from a Christian perspective. The Mason's avoidance of using Masonic ritual to defend his craft becomes evident very quickly when one views the many Masonic web sites that have been created by Masons to defend Freemasonry. Moreover, of the many hundreds of books written about Freemasonry, there is not a single book that provides a Christian defense of the Lodge by addressing the errors of indifferentism, syncretism and immoral oaths.

Instead, the Masonic apologist generally uses an "ad hominem" argument to defend the Lodge. An ad hominem argument is an argument that attacks an opponent's character rather than answering his contentions. Because most of the information about Freemasonry comes from men who have left the lodge, Masons avoid addressing the rituals and instead focus entirely on attacking the former Mason's credibility and character. 

As Christians, we do not judge individual Masons or attack their character. In fact, most Masons are good and virtuous men. Instead, we judge the teachings of Masonic ritual in light of the teachings of Jesus Christ and His Church. We hope that Christian Masons will open up to us by using their Masonic rituals to explain and defend the teachings of the Lodge in the light of Christian faith. 

16. CATHOLIC QUICK QUESTIONS

http://www.ewtn.com/library/answers/camason1.htm 
Catholic Answers. Reprinted with permission from the June 1993 issue of This Rock magazine.

What is the Catholic Church's official position on Freemasonry? Are Catholics free to become Freemasons? 

Freemasonry is incompatible with the Catholic faith. Freemasonry teaches a naturalistic religion that espouses indifferentism, the position that a person can be equally pleasing to God while remaining in any religion.

Masonry is a parallel religion to Christianity. The <New Catholic Encyclopedia> states, "Freemasonry displays all the elements of religion, and as such it becomes a rival to the religion of the Gospel. It includes temples and altars, prayers, a moral code, worship, vestments, feast days, the promise of reward and punishment in the afterlife, a hierarchy, and initiative and burial rites" (vol. 6, p. 137).

Masonry is also a secret society. Its initiates subscribe to secret blood oaths that are contrary to Christian morals. The prospective Mason swears that if he ever reveals the secrets of Masonry—secrets which are trivial and already well-known—he wills to be subject to self-mutilation or to gruesome execution.                        70.
(Most Masons, admittedly, never would dream of carrying out these punishments on themselves or on an errant member).

Historically, one of Masonry's primary objectives has been the destruction of the Catholic Church; this is especially true of Freemasonry as it has existed in certain European countries. In the United States, Freemasonry is often little more than a social club, but it still espouses a naturalistic religion that contradicts orthodox Christianity. (Those interested in joining a men's club should consider the Knights of Columbus instead.)

The Church has imposed the penalty of excommunication on Catholics who become Freemasons. The penalty of excommunication for joining the Masonic Lodge was explicit in the 1917 code of canon law (canon 2335), and it is implicit in the 1983 code (canon 1374). Because the revised code of canon law is not explicit on this point, some drew the mistaken conclusion that the Church's prohibition of Freemasonry had been dropped. As a result of this confusion, shortly before the 1983 code was promulgated, the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith issued a statement indicating that the penalty was still in force. This statement was dated November 26, 1983 and may be found in <Origins> 13/27 (Nov. 15, 1983), 450.
17. Freemasons
http://www.staycatholic.com/freemasons.htm 
by Sebastian R. Fama, 2001
The Catholic Church and Freemasonry have been at odds for centuries. Eight popes have condemned it, as well as have the majority of Christian denominations. Christianity and Freemasonry hold contrary beliefs. Catholics are forbidden to join the Lodge in the strongest of terms. The Church's position is expressed in its "Declaration on Masonic Associations." It states in part: "Therefore the Church's negative judgment in regard to Masonic associations remains unchanged, since their principles have always been considered irreconcilable with the doctrine of the Church, and therefore membership in them remains forbidden. The faithful who enroll in Masonic associations are in a state of grave sin and may not receive Holy Communion."

Despite the Church's clear rejection of Freemasonry, Catholics are falsely told that they can join the Lodge without compromising their faith. The evidence shows that Freemasonry is itself a religion, although Masons will deny that this is so. The "New Catholic Encyclopedia" states that "Freemasonry displays all the elements of religion, and as such it becomes a rival to the religion of the Gospel. It includes temples and altars, prayers, a moral code, worship, vestments, feast days, the promise of reward and punishment in the afterlife, a hierarchy, and initiative and burial rites" (vol. 6, page 137).

In support of their position, Masons claim that they are forbidden to even discuss religion. One might be inclined to believe that such a rule exists for the sake of keeping religion out of the Lodge. But it actually serves to keep Masons from challenging the unorthodox teachings of Freemasonry. Much of what is taught to Masons is of a religious nature. One could only challenge it from a religious standpoint. But Masons are not allowed to discuss their religion. As a result, new teachings are not questioned. When people are exposed to an ideology long enough there is an unconscious tendency to accept it. When this happens in a close knit society, like that of the Lodge, the rate of acceptance is even higher.

Masonic authorities, such as Albert Mackey, Albert Pike and Henry Coil, all confirm the fact that Freemasonry is a religion.

In Albert G. Mackey's "Encyclopedia of Freemasonry," you will find the following: "The religion of Masonry is cosmopolitan, universal…" (Volume 1, page 301).

Henry Wilson Coil writes: "Many Freemasons make this flight [to heaven] with no other guarantee of a safe landing than their belief in the religion of Freemasonry" (A Comprehensive View of Freemasonry page 186).

"Morals and Dogma" has been called "the most profound Masonic work written in the United States." Within its pages Albert Pike proclaims: "Every Masonic Lodge is a temple of religion and its teachings are instructions in religion" (page 213). And, "Masonry…is the universal, eternal, immutable religion" (page 219).

One of the religious principles taught by Freemasonry that is unacceptable to Christians is the idea that all religions are the same (Indifferentism). At the front of a Masons Bible there is an article titled "The Great Light in Masonry" written by Joseph F. Newton. It states: "For Masonry knows what so many forget, that religions are many, but religion is one… Therefore it [Masonry] invites to its altar men of all faiths, knowing that if they use different names for the nameless one of a hundred names, they are yet praying to the one God and Father of all."

But Masonic writings reject the God of the Bible.

Albert Pike writes: "If our conceptions of God are those of the ignorant, narrow-minded, and vindictive Israelite…we feel that it is an affront and an indignity to [God]" (Morals and Dogma page 223).                71.
Coil refers to the biblical God as "a partisan tribal God" and implies that such a God-concept is far inferior to the "God of Masonry" (Coils Masonic Encyclopedia page 516).

If men of all faiths worship the same God, why denounce the God of the Bible? Maybe what the Lodge really means to say is that men of all faiths will worship one god once they have been hoodwinked into embracing the so called "god of Masonry." Of course this would be a violation of the first Commandment, "You shall have no other gods before me" (Exodus 20:3).

Those outside of Masonry are said to be in "darkness." Through Masonry one is supposedly brought to "light." Light, among other things, refers to "truth and wisdom" (The Encyclopedia of Freemasonry by Albert Mackey, Volume 1, page 446). However, Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would lead the apostles into all truth (John 16:13). He never said that Freemasonry would lead them into all truth. He also told them to preach it to the world (Mark 16:15), not to keep it secret.

In the higher degrees of the Scottish Rite, "light" consists of a Mason being exposed to Pagan beliefs and practices. "For example he is introduced to the Egyptian deities Osiris, Isis, Horus, and Amun; to the Scandinavian deities Odin, Frea and Thor; to Hindu, Greek and Persian deities and to Jewish Kabbalism [i.e. occultism]…" (A Study of Freemasonry Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, 1993).

The ritual for the 30th degree of the Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction, is the most problematic for Catholics. During the ritual candidates are told, "And, finally, keep aloof from uniting yourself with any sectional, political, or sectarian religious organization whose principles can in any way bias your mind or judgment, or in the slightest degree trammel with obligations and the vows you have just made." The Catholic Church forbids membership in Masonic associations. Certainly this would tend to "bias your mind or judgment," or "trammel with the obligations and the vows you have just made." To honor his oath, a Catholic Mason would have to leave his Church.

After the oath is taken, the candidate is shown a papal tiara (the pope's ceremonial headdress). He is then told the following: "This represents the tiara of the cruel and cowardly Pontiff, who sacrificed to his ambition, the illustrious order of those Knights Templar of whom we are the true successors. A crown of gold and precious stones ill befits the humble head of one who pretends to be the successor, the Vicar, of Jesus of Nazareth. It is therefore the crown of an impostor, and it is in the name of him who said, 'Neither be ye called masters' that we trample it under our feet." The candidates are then invited to trample on the papal tiara. All do so while brandishing daggers and shouting "Down with imposture."

Upon achieving each degree, Masons must promise to keep the secrets of the Lodge under pain of the most hideous tortures. For example, upon receiving his first degree a Mason swears "in the presence of Almighty God" to keep the secrets of Masonry, binding himself "under no less penalty than that of having my throat cut across, my tongue torn out by its roots, and my body buried in the rough sands of the sea." The taking of such oaths is always wrong for a Christian. If he means what he says, he is guilty of serious sin. If he doesn't, he is taking the Lord's name in vain in violation of the second commandment ("You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain" Exodus 20:7).

Many Masons join the Lodge for social reasons. They are unaware of or don't care about the religious aspects of Freemasonry. However, by virtue of their membership they lend support to the promotion of Masonic principals, and as previously noted they run the risk of unconsciously adopting some of those principals. For Catholics, there is also the ban on receiving communion. That in itself is tragic. Remember that Jesus said you must drink His blood and eat His flesh or you have no life in you (John 6:53). Freemasonry denies you that life.

And so we find that any Catholic who becomes a Mason can't help but compromise his faith. He violates it if he joins, because the Church forbids it. He violates it when he takes his first oath, because he disobeys the second Commandment. He violates it if he accepts the god of Freemasonry, because he disobeys the first Commandment. He violates it if he swears an oath against the pope, because he rejects the Vicar of Christ. Is it really possible that Masonic authorities are unaware of this?

To their credit, Masons are responsible for many works of charity. They operate homes for elderly Masons and their wives, as well as a number of children's hospitals that offer free medical care for those in need. For this they should be commended. But charity does not excuse deception and idolatry. Charity can and should be practiced apart from such acts.

18. Can Catholics be Masons?

http://uccdelmar.jesusanswers.com/whats_new.html
May Catholics be Freemasons?

RESPONSE: No, Catholics may not be Freemasons because of this group’s "irreconcilable" opposition to Jesus Christ and His Catholic Church. Nor may they belong to the Order of the Eastern Star (a Masonic association for women), the Order of DeMolay (for boys), or Job’s Daughters or the Rainbow Girls (for girls). 
                                                                                                                                                                   72.
Popes Clement XII (1738), Benedict XIV (1751), Pius VII (1821), Leo XII (1825), Pius VIII (1829), Gregory XVI (1832), Pius IX (1846, 1849, 1864, 1865, 1869, 1873), and Leo XIII (1882, 1884, 1890, 1894, 1902) have repeated the prohibition against joining Masonic associations. The old Code of Canon Law (1917) imposed excommunication upon Catholics who became masons. Recent Vatican directives under Pope John Paul II have reaffirmed the long-standing ban.

DISCUSSION: Because the new Code of Canon Law (1983) did not explicitly excommunicate Catholics who become Freemasons, some confusion arose concerning whether Catholics may join Masonic groups. To address the confusion, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (under then Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger), with the approval of Pope John Paul II, declared that: the Church’s negative judgment in regard to Masonic associations remains unchanged since their principles have always been considered irreconcilable with the doctrine of the Church, and therefore membership with them remains forbidden. The faithful who enroll in Masonic associations are in a state of grave sin and may not receive Holy Communion. 

From the outset, one must understand that Freemasonry is not simply a social club. Freemasonry is itself a religion, though many Masons may deny it. The Masons hold a specific set of beliefs, the “truth” of which they claim can be discovered through human reason. In contrast, Christians do not believe that all truth can be discovered by mere reason (Catechism of the Catholic Church, nos. 50-100.)

Masons believe in the fatherhood of God, the brotherhood of mankind, and the immortality of the soul. Masons may belong to any religion as long as they believe the tenets of Freemasonry. So, even though they treat other religions as if they are equal, Freemasonry has primacy, superseding other religions if there is a conflict regarding doctrine or practice. In addition, it would seem inconceivable to most people that they could claim to be both Catholic and Hindu, Presbyterian and Muslim, etc. But that is, in essence, what a “Catholic Mason” does, and that is why Freemasonry is so dangerous: It slowly insinuates Masonic beliefs and practices into the lives of Catholics and others.
Freemasonry is not a Christian religion. On the contrary, the Masons espouse beliefs that are incompatible with the teachings of Christ and His apostles. The Masons ask their members to keep to themselves all beliefs concerning Jesus Christ, the Bible, and the authority of the Church (contrast with Rom. 10:14, 17; Mk. 16:15). The Catechism states that "the social duty of Christians is to respect and awaken in each man the love of the true and the good. It requires them to make known the worship of the one true religion which subsists in the Catholic and apostolic Church" (no., 2105). The importance of evangelization is stressed often by Jesus and His apostles (Mt. 28:18-20; Lk. 8:1; Acts 8:12, 8:35, 10:36-43, 13:32, 14:15).The religion of Freemasonry acts to impede Christian evangelization and thus acts directly against one of the most basic tenants of Catholicism. 

The Freemasons do not promote one particular philosophical or religious truth above another, except their own idea that man is his own light of truth. This is contrary to Christ’s teaching in Jn. 14:6: “I am the way, the truth, and the life” (see also Ps. 18:28, 27:1, 43:3, 86:11, 118:27, 119:105). Pope Leo XIII wrote the following on the primary purpose of Freemasonry: "For they deny that anything has been taught by God; they allow no dogma of religion or truth which cannot be understood by human intelligence nor any teacher who ought to be believed by reason of his authority." 

A religion that denies that anything has been taught or revealed by God is obviously deficient, not to mention blasphemous (see Mt. 16:18, 28:18-20; 1 Tim. 3:15; 1 Cor. 2:9-13; Ps. 71:17; Is. 54:5, 13; Jn. 6:45, 16:13).

Another conflict between the Church and the Freemasons concerns the amount of secrecy surrounding the group and its actions. Freemasonry has built a solid and tightly sealed front, windows closed and shades drawn. This secrecy places the members in danger, in particular Catholics, since perspective members cannot enter into the organization with their eyes open to all the possible commitments and expectations.

Christ said to His apostles, "No one can serve two masters" (Mt. 6:24). Catholics should heed this warning. It is impossible for a Christian to straddle the worlds of two different religions, especially two which are so obviously at odds with one another in terms of belief and practice.
RECOMMENDED READING: Holy Bible (Catholic edition), Catechism of the Catholic Church, Vatican II Documents, A Light in the Heavens: The Great Encyclicals of Leo XIII on Freemasonry; Pope Leo XIII.
19. Is Freemasonry Incompatible with the Catholic Faith?
http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=7828
By Wlodzimierz Redzioch © Urbi et Orbi Communications
The Catholic Church's position has not changed. So said Monsignor Gianfranco Girotti, close advisor of Pope Benedict XVI, during a conference on the topic Freemasonry and the Catholic Church at Rome's Pontifical Theological Faculty of St. Bonaventure on March 1 this year.                                                                    73.
The vision and philosophy of Freemasonry is incompatible with the Catholic faith and membership in the Catholic Church, Girotti said. 

The meeting presided over by Girotti, included Carlo Giovanardi, Professor Zbigniew Suchecki of the Friars Minor Conventual, Professor Domingo Andres, Professor Pietro Amata, and others. 

Freemasonry of all types — regular or irregular, legitimate or "diverted" — has been condemned by many Popes in a total of about 600 documents. The question, however, is relevant today, as many Catholics have become Freemasons. I asked Professor Suchecki, a Freemasonry expert, to discuss the issue. 

Briefly, what is Freemasonry? 
PROF. ZBIGNIEW SUCHECKI: The word Freemasonry is derived from French maison maitre ("master of a home"). The Normans brought it to England, where it became freemason. 
In various studies, the origins of the institution are traced back to ancient times, and this is supported by various legends. 

The London Freemasons founded the Grand Lodge of England in the Church of St. John the Baptist on June 24, 1717. The creation of the London Lodge, whose members were referred to as Moderns, marked a division in Freemasonry. The London Lodge opposed the older Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, whose members, according to the Old Institutions, were referred to as Ancients. The declaration of deism featured among the main differences between the London Grand Lodge and the Grand Lodge of France. The Grand Lodge of France was among the most violently anticlerical of the world . . . 

Then anticlericalism, i.e., hostility to the Catholic Church, is a main feature of Freemasonry? 
SUCHECKI: It is. Father Mariano Cordovani, in an article published on the front page of L'Osservatore Romano (M. Cordovani, La Chiesa e la Massoneria, March 19, 1950), wrote: "Freemasonry, with its growing hostility to the Catholic Church, is among those groups which are reviving and gaining force not only in Italy." 

Could you give us some examples of the anticlerical attitudes of Freemasonry? 
SUCHECKI: On September 10, 1952, L'Osservatore Romano published an article, The Great Lodge of France Against the Catholic Church, dealing with the resolutions taken by the Grand Lodge of France in that period. It cited the resolutions as follows: "The Convent of the Great Lodge of France, seeing that human freedom is in danger due to the clerical intrigues of the Vatican in France, in overseas countries of the French Union and all over the world, decides . . . to unmask by every means the subtle scheming of the Vatican State Secretariat, which aims at imposing the shameful guardianship of religious and political-economic dictatorship on the whole of mankind . . . and to accept, in the relentless struggle against clericalism, every alliance compatible with the Masonic ideal." 
Nevertheless, some representatives of Freemasonry have met with Catholics . . . 
SUCHECKI: Catholic-Masonic dialogue started with informal meetings between Catholic and Masonic representatives in Austria, Italy and Germany. Freemasonry representative Karl Baresch met Cardinal Franz Konig informally in Vienna on March 21, 1968. A mixed commission was later appointed, which drew up a document, the Lichtenau Declaration, of informative character, for the Roman authorities (the Holy Father and the prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Cardinal Seper). The Lichtenau Declaration, which contained serious faults in philosophical-theological and, above all, historical terms, was never officially recognized by Cardinal Konig or the Church. 

In the years 1974-1980, the German bishops appointed a commission officially entrusted with the task of examining the incompatibility between membership in the Catholic Church and Freemasonry. The commission took the Rituals of the three levels of Freemasonry, whose texts they had been allowed to have by the Freemasons, and subjected them to a long and close examination. 

In the final declarations, the reasons for the incompatibility between the Catholic Church and Freemasonry were reported. Membership in the latter questions the foundations of the Christian life. A close examination of the Rituals of Freemasonry and the way of being a Freemason rules out the possibility of any dual membership. In Freemasonry's vision of the world, a humanitarian and ethical attitude prevails. This type of subjectivism cannot harmonize with faith in God's revealed word authentically interpreted by the Church. 

Freemasonry denies the possibility of an objective knowledge of truth. The Freemason rejects all faith in dogmas; he does not admit any even in his own Lodge. He is required to be a free man without submission to dogma or passion. This concept is incompatible with the Catholic notion of truth in terms of both natural and revealed theology. The representation of a Universal Architect who dominates, remote from man, undermines the foundations of the Catholic idea of God who encounters man as a Father and Lord. 

Freemasons often boast of their tolerance . . . 
SUCHECKI: Freemasonry's idea of tolerance stems from its concept of truth. By tolerance, Catholics mean sympathy with and understanding of their neighbors. Freemasons regard tolerance as respect for other people's ideas, no matter how different they may be. This idea of tolerance undermines the Catholic's fidelity to his faith and his acceptance of the Church's teachings.                                                                                        74.
Could you please tell us something about the Freemasons' rituals? 
SUCHECKI: The Rituals of the three grades of Apprentice, Fellow and Master, in their words and symbols, resemble the Christian sacraments. They give the impression of man being transformed by symbolic gestures. Masonic rituals are a symbolic initiation of man which is inherently in competition with the transformation brought about by the sacraments. According to these rituals, Freemasonry's ultimate objective is to improve man to the highest degree in both ethical and spiritual terms. This raises the doubt that man's moral improvement is separated from grace to such a degree as to leave no room for justification as interpreted by Christian doctrine. What transformation should the sacramental communication of man's salvation in baptism, confession and the Eucharist bring about if illumination and the defeat of death are achieved through the three Rituals? In addition, Freemasonry requires total and unconditional allegiance from its members, even as far as death. This totalitarian character makes Freemasonry incompatible with the Catholic Church. The study of even well-disposed lodges has detected insurmountable difficulties. 

In the new Canon Law, Freemasonry is not explicitly mentioned, unlike the previous Code. Has the Church's position changed? 
SUCHECKI: The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith was questioned on this subject several times. Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, at the time prefect of the Congregation, explained that the non-mention of Freemasonry was traceable to an editorial criterion, also followed for other associations which had not been mentioned, as they had been included in larger categories. Clarifications are contained in the relevant document of the Congregation, Declaration on Freemasonry, November 26, 1983. (Quaesitum est) 
The Declaration on Freemasonry of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith was briefly illustrated by L' Osservatore Romano on February 23, 1985. The paper published an article on the front page: Reflections One Year After the Declaration of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith: Incompatibility Between Christian Faith and Freemasonry. The article reports the official reasons for the Congregation's position on Freemasonry: "Since the Church began to express her position about Freemasonry, her opinions have been inspired by several reasons, both practical and doctrinal. Not only has she held Freemasonry responsible for subversive activity against her, but, since the first papal documents on the subject, and in the encyclical Humanum genus by Leo XIII, she has denounced philosophical ideas and moral concepts in contrast with Catholic doctrine. According to Leo XIII, they could essentially be traced back to a rationalist naturalism, which inspired Freemasonry's plans and activities against the Church. In his letter to the Italian people, Custodi, he wrote: 'Let us remember that Christianity and Freemasonry are essentially incompatible, so that joining the former implies quitting the latter.'" 
A Christian cannot therefore have a dual relationship with God: a humanitarian, extra-confessional relationship, and an inner Christian one; nor can he express his relationship through a twofold symbolism. Only Jesus Christ is in fact Master of Truth, and only in Him can Christians find the light and strength to carry out God's plan working for their neighbor's good. 

20. Good Catholics should not be Masons

http://www.catholic.org/international/international_story.php?id=34763
By Fr Ashley Beck, 11/4/2009 The Catholic Herald (UK) (www.catholicherald.co.uk/)
Fr Ashley Beck says the Church teaches clearly that Freemasonry and Catholicism are incompatible.

LONDON (UK Catholic Herald) - A few years ago I was told that at the ceremony of induction of the vicar of one of the local Anglican churches, the Bible which was handed to him had embossed on its front cover the emblem of the Freemasons, the square and compasses. It subsequently came to light that nearly all the male members of his Parochial Church Council were "on the square", and his predecessor as vicar had been a Mason as well. This is not a "low", or Evangelical, church, but very firmly in the Anglo Catholic tradition, where a number of clergy and lay people over the years have talked of becoming Catholics. 

Why is all this a problem? The reason is that the Catholic Church teaches that Freemasonry and Christianity are incompatible. The Holy See in 1983 reiterated the traditional position that Catholics who are Freemasons are in a state of grave sin and may not receive the sacraments - the Declaration on Masonic Associations was signed by the then Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger and makes it clear that local bishops cannot dispense from its provisions. 

There were two reasons for this document: first, the new Code of Canon Law, which came out at the same time, no longer mentioned Freemasonry by name in its list of organisations which Catholics are forbidden from joining; second, mistaken advice had been given in the late Seventies in Britain and America which suggested that Catholics could be Freemasons if local lodges were not anti-Catholic; the 1983 rescript corrected that advice. Consequently, Anglicans or others who are Freemasons wishing to become Catholics will have to discard their aprons: this may keep the numbers of potential converts down.                                                        75.
It is often claimed by Freemasons and others that the reasons for the Catholic Church's hostility to Freemasonry are to do with politics - the political hostility between the Church and what is known as "Grand Orient" Freemasonry in the rest of Europe and Latin America; English Freemasonry is completely different, it is claimed; unlike the "Grand Orient" it has retained belief in the "Supreme Being". But this is nonsense: the Church's original condemnations from the 18th century related to English Masonic lodges in Florence and elsewhere in Italy. 

The reasons for our teaching, expounded in teaching from many popes since the 18th century, are theological. In the first place, Freemasonry is a naturalistic religion. Its rituals and constitutions present the member as a man who is able to advance towards enlightenment through his own efforts - a good parable of this is the depictions of the trials of Tamino in Mozart's opera The Magic Flute. The Mason can earn his salvation through rites of initiation and the activities of the lodge (including charitable giving); it is thus, in a way, the perfect religion for the "self-made", middle-class professional man. It is totally at odds with the Christian vision, in which we need God's grace, through the death and resurrection of Our Lord, to grow in holiness. 

Second, the prayers in its rituals specifically exclude reference to Our Lord. They are often prayers of Christian origin which have been vandalised. 
In order to encompass adherents of other faiths the Saviour of the world is simply removed and set aside: he is not important. How can any Christian go along with this? 

Third, the oaths required in the initiation rites require the new Mason to promise to keep secret the organisation's rituals, even though he does not at that point know what they are. These oaths are what Christian moral theologians call "vain" - they are not acceptable and cannot bind the person making them, even if they are done in the name of God. This is the problem with the oaths, not (as is sometimes claimed) the dire penalties which used to be referred to in the rituals. 

These are the principal reasons why we teach that Freemasonry and Christianity are not compatible. In addition, we could cite the reactionary world view espoused in the rituals, supportive of the status quo and urging members to "keep to their station" in society. This, coupled with the make-up of lodges and the mechanisms of social control identified in exposés written in the Eighties reveal the movement as being somewhat at odds with the social teaching of the Catholic Church and our witness for justice and peace in the world. The "preferential option for the poor" would not find a place in the lodge. One could also point to the exclusion of women from lodge membership and the strain placed on many marriages by the commitments demanded of Freemasons: in spite of claiming to be a "system of morality" infidelity and adultery seem often to be viewed with some indulgence. 

It is important that Catholics rest their challenge to Freemasonry on the clear theological arguments which I have advanced and that we are well-informed about the subject: sometimes criticisms of Freemasonry are inaccurate and frankly hysterical, and we should avoid conspiracy theories. It is also true that it is somewhat weaker than it was, partly as a result of the books written 20 years ago and pressure for Freemasons to reveal their membership, particularly in the police and the legal profession. Because of the decline, Freemasonry is very conscious of its public image and superficially less secretive than in the past. 

Although it is weaker than in the past, Freemasonry still seems to have some influence in the Church of England. A study written by Caroline Windsor, Freemasonry and the Ministry (Concilium publications 2005), has shown that it is still quite strong in cathedrals (a big Masonic service was held in St Paul's Cathedral in 2002, with the Dean preaching) - and also that many parishes where Freemasons are active are weak in terms of Christian witness. If we are serious about ecumenical dialogue, the issue of Freemasonry has to be addressed; the same is true of interfaith relations, as Freemasons are sometimes involved in interfaith organisations - if they are there, we are talking about dialogue which is three-way, not two-way. 

The overriding problem is that in spite of what Freemasons claim, their way of life is a religion, with all of religion's hallmarks. You can no more be a Freemason and a Christian than you can be a Muslim and a Christian. Catholics are committed to inter-faith dialogue and mutual respect, but this requires Freemasons to be honest about what they are. For Catholics, thinking about the reasons for the gulf between us can deepen our understanding of the Christian faith. 
Fr Beck is assistant priest of Beckenham in south London and author of Freemasonry and the Christian Faith, published in 2005 by the Catholic Truth Society and available from the CTS website, www.cts-online.org.uk. His email is ashleybeck88@hotmail.com. Permission to reproduce- Michael.                                                     76.
21. Quick Questions. Key word – Freemason
http://www.catholic.com/thisrock/quickquestions/keyword/Freemason
Q:

  My Freemason friend wants to become Catholic but is under the impression that he can't because of his status as a Freemason. Is this true?
A:
  If he plans to abandon Freemasonry for Catholicism, yes, of course, he can become Catholic. But Catholics are prohibited from involvement in Freemasonry, so if he intends to remain a Freemason after becoming a Catholic, to my knowledge, he cannot enter the Church. The Church has long stated that:

Therefore, the Church’s negative judgment in regard to Masonic associations remains unchanged since their principles have always been considered irreconcilable with the doctrine of the Church and, therefore, membership in them remains forbidden: The faithful who enroll in Masonic associations are in a state of grave sin and may not receive Holy Communion (Declaration on Masonic Associations).- Michelle Arnold
Q:

 You have spoken out against Catholics joining the Masons and similar organizations. How do you feel about the order of Odd Fellows?
A:
 It isn't our feelings that are relevant; it's canon law. Under canon 1374 of the 1983 Code of Canon Law, Catholics are forbidden to join societies which plot against the Church. The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith applied this to Masons, indicating that Catholics who join Masonic organizations are engaged in serious sin and are to be barred from the Eucharist.
The Church has also judged that the Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias, the Orangemen, the Sons of Temperance, and the Communist Party are forbidden societies. Most Americans are familiar with the Masons and the Communist Party, but less familiar with the others.
The Odd Fellows was formed in England in 1812 and was brought to America in 1819. Like the Masons, it is a quasi-religious society, which is one of the Church's chief objections against it. The group has chaplains, altars, high priests, ritual worship, and funeral ceremonies. Also like the Masons, its members are indifferentists and teach the equality of Christianity, Judaism, and Islam before God.
The Knights of Pythias was founded in 1864 by a group of Masons and suffers from many of the same problems as the Masons and the Odd Fellows. This organization places emphasis on the pagans Pythagoras, Damon, Pythias, and Dionysius as teachers and models for moral life.
The Orangemen are militaristic Irish Protestants who are intensely anti-Catholic and are responsible for much of the anti-Catholic violence in Northern Ireland.
The Sons of Temperance was founded in New York in 1842 and is far more than just a temperance society (which the Catholic Church has nothing against; there were many Catholic temperance societies in 19th-century America). Like the Masons, the Sons is a quasi-religious society with its own religious rituals, but it admits both men and women to its lodges instead of having a parallel organization for women as do the Masons and most similar groups.- Catholic Answers staff
Q:

 What is the Church's official position on Freemasonry? Are Catholics free to become Freemasons?
A:
 Freemasonry is incompatible with the Catholic faith. Freemasonry teaches a naturalistic religion that espouses indifferentism, the position that a person can be equally pleasing to God while remaining in any religion. Masonry is a parallel religion to Christianity. The New Catholic Encyclopedia states, "Freemasonry displays all the elements of religion, and as such it becomes a rival to the religion of the Gospel. It includes temples and altars, prayers, a moral code, worship, vestments, feast days, the promise of reward or punishment in the afterlife, a hierarchy, and initiation and burial rites." 
Masonry is also a secret society. Its initiates subscribe to secret blood oaths that are contrary to Christian morals. The prospective Mason swears that if he ever reveals the secrets of Masonry - secrets which are trivial and already well-known - he wills to be subject to self-mutilation or to gruesome execution. (Most Masons, admittedly, never would dream of carrying out these punishments on themselves or on an errant member). 
Historically, one of Masonry's primary objectives has been the destruction of the Catholic Church; this is especially true of Freemasonry as it has existed in certain European countries. In the US, Freemasonry is often little more than a social club, but it still espouses a naturalistic religion that contradicts orthodox Christianity. (Those interested in joining a men's club should consider the Knights of Columbus instead.) 
The Church has imposed the penalty of excommunication on Catholics who become Freemasons. The penalty of excommunication for joining the Masonic Lodge was explicit in the 1917 code of canon law (canon 2335), and it is implicit in the 1983 code (canon 1374). 
Because the revised code of canon law is not explicit on this point, some drew the mistaken conclusion that the Church's prohibition of Freemasonry had been dropped. As a result of this confusion, shortly before the 1983 code was promulgated, the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith issued a statement indicating that the penalty was still in force. This statement was dated November 26, 1983 and may be found in Origins 13/27 (Nov. 15, 1983), 450.                                                                                                                          77.
22. Freemasonry is a Non-Christian Occult Religion
http://www.godonthe.net/cme/links/masons.htm [Colors used are as in the original document]
Freemasonry goes by many names, including the Scottish Rite, Masonry, Blue Lodge, Eastern Star (for women), and Shriners. Historically, Masonry has had a strong unifying effect on the American black community.  Many people who consider themselves Christians, both black and white, are Masons. 

Most people, even many Masons, incorrectly believe that Masonry is merely a fraternal order, like the Lions Club, Elks Club, etc. Masonry expressly denies it is a religion. Nothing could be further from the truth. Freemasonry is a non-Christian occult religion that teaches a different way to salvation and considers Jesus, Buddha, Confucius, and all spiritual leaders to be only messengers of "The Grand Architect of the Universe". The Grand Architect is not just another term for Jehovah. Freemasonry teaches that there are two basic Gods: Adonay, the god of the Christians, a god of evil and Lucifer, a separate god of good. Freemasonry considers the religious scriptures of all religions to be equally valid. 

Masonry has at least 33 degrees (the lowest is level 1).  At each level, a person is given more details, more Masonic 'truth'. Most Masons never get beyond the first few levels. The higher levels expressly teach that candidates at the lower levels should not be taught the truth but should be given the impression that they are being taught the truth. For instance, the "Lucifer is good and Adonay is evil" is taught at the 30th through 32nd level. 

At the highest levels, Masons take a blood oath to keep each others' secrets including murder and treason. 

The Scottish Rite Third-Degree Master Mason oath (emphasis added) 

This commits the oath-taker to commit murder, if necessary:
do promise and swear upon the Holy Bible never to reveal where I have received this degree . . . and in failure of this I consent to have my body opened perpendicularly and to be exposed for eight hours in the open air, so that the venomous flies may eat my entrails, my head to be cut off and put on the highest pinnacle of the world, and I will always be ready to inflict the same punishment on those who shall disclose this degree and break this obligation. So may God help and maintain me. Amen.

Freemasonry is not compatible with Christianity! 

The Missouri Synod of the Lutheran Church prohibits Masons from becoming members of their church. The Nazarene Church has banned from its membership any person who is a member of a secret organization. Ever since 1728 Catholics have been prohibited from joining the Masons. That stance was reaffirmed by the Vatican in 1985 with a pronouncement that any Catholic who joins the Masons is "in a state of grave sin and cannot partake in Holy Communion." (In Catholicism, this means that if the person dies without repenting he will go to Hell.) 

The British Methodist Church condemned Masonry at its General Assembly in 1985. The Assembly acted on a report of its Faith and Order Committee. That report, entitled Freemasonry & Methodism, outlined the occultic nature of Masonry in detail. The report concluded with these words: "There is a great danger the Christian who becomes a Freemason will find himself compromising his Christian beliefs or his allegiance to Christ, perhaps without realizing what he is doing." 

PARTIAL LIST OF CHRISTIAN DENOMINATIONS
THAT CONDEMN MASONRY 
	· Methodist Church of England 

· Wesleyan Methodist Church 

· Russian Orthodox Church 

· Assemblies of God 

· Church of the Nazarene 

· Orthodox Presbyterian Church 

· Reformed Presbyterian Church 

· Evangelical Mennonite Church 

· Church of Scotland 

· Grace Brethren 

· Roman Catholic Church 
	· Christian Reformed Church in America 

· Synod Anglican Church of England 

· Free Church of Scotland 

· General Association of Regular Baptist Churches 

· Independent Fundamentalist Churches of America 

· The Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

· Baptist Union of Scotland 

· Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

· Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

· Presbyterian Church in America 


Like many false religions, Masonry claims to have ancient roots -- Masonic writings claim that Masonry began in ancient Egypt, before Moses, even back to "the time of Enoch". Other Masonic writings date Masonry back to "the time of the building of Solomon's Temple." 

According to non-Masons who have researched historical records, there is no indication of any Masonic types of activity before the Middle Ages. Masonry may have developed out of the mediaeval trade guilds; but most investigators believe it began in the early 1700's.

Like many false religions, Masonry tries to evade examination and divert attention from legitimate criticism by claiming it is the victim of religious intolerance and persecution and pointing to "good works" in the community
IF YOU ARE A MASON, YOU NEED TO MAKE A CHOICE. 

IF YOU DON'T, JESUS WILL MAKE IT FOR YOU: "Depart from me you workers of inequity.  I never knew you." 
You cannot be both Christian and a Mason. If you don't believe that, check out the references below. 

These are written by Christians and others who have investigated Masonry.
They present supporting excerpts from official Masonic documents and references. 

Freemasonry - A Different Religion?
Freemasonry Corner

Why a Christian Reverend /Masonic Chaplain left Masonry

Should a Christian Be a Mason?

Freemasonry and the Christian  

What Should a Pastor Do About Freemasonry?

Freemasons in the Civil Rights Movement
Petrus November 1996 New heresies and the suppression of the Society of Jesus by Fr P C Thomas 
EXTRACT FREEMASONRY Some Rationalists knew that to put their ideas into practice, they had to overthrow the Catholic Church. To achieve this end, a satanic secret society was established, known as the Freemasons. 

It claims to be a society where members pledge to help one another in the name of brotherhood. The real aim of the society was the destruction of the Church and those institutions both political and social which have Christianity as their base: the family, private property and morality which the Church controlled. 
The Freemasons wanted them to be freed. Hatred of the Catholic religion drove many Protestant leaders into the clutch of this evil.
In 1738, Freemasonry was condemned by Pope Clement XII, and Catholics were forbidden to join it under pain of excommunication. The Jesuits were behind the condemnation of Freemasonry, and the Freemasons took revenge a few years later with the suppression of the Jesuit Order.
MORE REFERENCES

Freemasons Conspiracy Against the Catholic Church
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hfw4AZIeDu0 

Freemasonry and the Catholic Church
http://www.lily.org/blog/2005/10/freemasonry-and-catholic-church.html By an ex-Freemason
Freemasonry - An Organization Formulated and Controlled by AntiChrists
http://www.trosch.org/bks/freemasonry.html 

Christianity and Freemasonry

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity_and_Freemasonry 
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TRADITIONALIST REFERENCES

The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Hate-Mongers
http://www.cfnews.org/SPLC.htm 

By John Vennari, Catholic Family News
EXTRACT: Pope Leo XIII (1878-1903) for one branded Freemasonry as an 'enemy of religion and society' and wrote in an 1884 encyclical that Masons sought to impose the 'kingdom of Satan on earth'.

Shrine Rector Attempts to Justify Hindu Prayer Service at Fatima 
http://www.cfnews.org/DesperateRector.htm 

By John Vennari, Catholic Family News, September 2004
EXTRACT: This solid Catholic principle of the immutability of Catholic doctrine was enshrined in the Oath against Modernism, which reads in part:

"I sincerely receive the doctrine of the faith handed down to us from the Apostles through the orthodox Fathers, with the same meaning and the same explanation (eodem sensu eodemque sententia); and consequently I completely reject the heretical fiction of an evolution of dogmas, changing from one meaning to another, different from what the Church first held." [26]

In a similar vein, the Popes throughout the centuries, and especially since the time of the French Revolution, condemned any activity that places the Catholic Church on equal footing with false religions. This is one of the many reasons for the Papal condemnations of Freemasonry, because it places all religions on the same plain. Pope Leo XII taught:
"A certain sect, certainly known to you, [Freemasonry, Ed.] and wrongfully arrogating the name of philosophy for itself has stirred up from the ashes the disorganized collections of almost all the errors. ...it teaches that ample liberty has been granted by God to every man to join any sect or to adopt any opinion which may be pleasing to him according to his own private judgement, without any danger to his salvation ...it would be really impossible for the completely truthful God, who is Sovereign Truth itself, the best and most wise Provider, and Rewarder of the good, to approve of all sects that are teaching dogmas that are false and frequently opposed and contradictory to one another and to bestow eternal rewards upon the men who join these sects ... " [27]
ENDNOTES
26. Oath Against Modernism, 1910, Pope Saint Pius X. Quoted from Fenton, "Two Statements About the Necessity of the Catholic Church for the Attainment of Eternal Salvation".

27. Pope Leo XII, Ubi Primum, May 3, 1824. Quoted from "The Components of Liberal Catholicism", Msgr. Joseph Clifford Fenton, The American Ecclesiastical Review, July, 1958.

A FUNDAMENTALIST ANTI-CATHOLIC SITE

SEE PAGE 3
A List of Masons in The Hierarchy of the Catholic Church

http://catholic.cephasministry.com/masonlst.html 
Created July 16, 1996. Ninth update March 14, 1997 by "The Enddays" Ministry 

Source: http://www..trance.org/essentials/apocalyps/enddays/masonlst.html  

List of Masons in the Catholic Church
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=npsGmL8jT-A 
Bishop denies rites for Freemason

http://www.ucanews.com/2011/03/31/bishop-denies-rites-for-freemason/
D'Jay Lazaro, Manila, Philippines March 31, 2011 

A Filipino Catholic bishop has denied funeral rites to a parishioner who was a Freemason.

Bishop Florentino Cinense of the Diocese of Tarlac in the northern Philippines said that his refusal to allow Christian rites for Dr. Manuel Yu of the parish of Saint Jude was in accordance with Church law.

Bishop Cinense said all churches in the diocese have been advised not to give Church rites to Yu, who was laid to rest today at Paniqui Memorial Park.

A Mass was, however, held in the family’s residence hours before Yu was buried.

It is not the first time the Philippine Catholic Church denied funeral rites to a Freemason.

The late Governor Rafael Nantes of Quezon province, a known Freemason and "born-again Christian," was also denied Catholic funeral rites by Bishop Emilio Marquez of the Diocese of Lucena.

Bishop Marquez, a known critic of Nantes, said the Church’s Code of Canon Law denies Catholic burial rites for the likes of Nantes "unless some signs of repentance before death had been shown."
The bishop said the governor’s death in a helicopter crash in May last year was sudden and unexpected and there was no way for the Church to determine whether he had repented.                                                  80.
"We did not in any way forbid prayers for the eternal repose of his soul or to bless the mortal remains of the governor," Bishop Marquez said. He said the Church did not prohibit the celebration of Mass for the late provincial executive "as long as his (Nantes) body was not there."

23. Catholics and the Freemason "religion" 

http://www.ewtn.com/library/ANSWERS/WHATMAS.HTM  
By Fr. William P. Saunders Ph. D., May 9, 1996 issue of "The Arlington Catholic Herald."
Q:

 What are the Masons? Are Catholics allowed to belong to this organization?—A Reader
A:
The origins of the Masons, or what is officially called Freemasonry, are hard to pinpoint. With the decline of cathedral building in the aftermath of the Protestant movement, the guilds of masons began accepting non-masons as members to bolster their dwindling membership. Eventually, the non-masons outnumbered the masons, and the guilds became places for the discussion of ethics and morality while retaining the secret signs, symbols and gestures of the original guild. Four such guilds merged in 1717 in London, England, to form the Grand Lodge of Freemasons. (A “freemason” was highly skilled mason who enjoyed the privileges of membership in a trade guild.) The Masons then spread throughout the world. 

Old “handbooks” of Freemasonry define the organization as “a peculiar system of morality veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols,” “a science which is engaged in the search after the divine truth,” and “the activity of closely united men who, employing symbolic forms borrowed principally from the mason’s trade and others and thereby to bring about a universal league of mankind which they aspire to exhibit even now on a small scale.”

James Anderson (d. 1739), a Scottish Presbyterian minister, wrote the <Book of Constitutions> in which he contrived the “traditional,” albeit spurious, history of Freemasonry. Masons hold that God, “the Great Architect,” founded Freemasonry, and that it has as patrons Adam and the Patriarchs. Even Jesus is listed as “the Grand Master” of the Christian Church. They credit themselves with the building of Noah’s ark, the Tower of Babel, the pyramids and Solomon’s Temple. In all, Freemasonry borrows liberally from the history and traditions of cultic groups such as Druids, Mithars, Egyptian priesthood, Rosicrucians and others to weave its own history.

The Catholic Church has difficulties with Freemasonry because it is indeed a kind of religion unto itself. The practice of Freemasonry includes temples, altars, a moral code, worship services, vestments, feast days, a hierarchy of leadership, initiation and burial rites, and promises of eternal reward and punishment. While in America most Masons are Christian and will display a Bible on their “altar,” in the same lodges or elsewhere, Jews, Moslems, Hindus or other non-Christian religions can be admitted and may use their own sacred scriptures. (In France, in 1877, the “Grand Orient” Lodge eliminated the need to believe in God or the immortality of the soul, thereby admitting atheists into their fold; this atheistic type of Freemasonry spread particularly in Latin countries.)

Moreover, the rituals involve the corruption of Christianity. The cross is merely a symbol of nature and eternal life, devoid of Christ’s sacrifice for sin. INRI (For Christians, “Iesus Nazarenus Rex Iudaeorum,” i.e. Jesus of Nazareth King of the Jews) means for Masons “Igne Natura Renovatur Integra” (“the fire of nature rejuvenates all) referring to the sacred fire’s (truth and love) regeneration of mankind, just as the sun regenerates nature in the Spring.

The rituals are also inimical to Catholicism. During the initiation rite, the candidate expresses a desire to seek “light,” and he is assured he will receive the light of spiritual instruction that he could not receive in another Church, and that he will gain eternal rest in the “celestial lodge” if he lives and dies according to Masonic principles. Note also that since Masonry involves non-Christians, the use of the name of Jesus is forbidden within the lodge.

A strong Anti-Catholicism also permeates Freemasonry. The two traditional enemies of Freemasonry are the royalty and the papacy. Masons even believe that Christ, dying on Calvary, was the “greatest among the apostles of humanity, braving Roman despotism and the fanaticism and bigotry of the priesthood.” When one reaches the 30th degree in the masonic hierarchy, called the Kadosh, the person crushes with his foot the papal tiara and the royal crown, and swears to free mankind “from the bondage of despotism and the thraldom of spiritual tyranny.”

A second difficulty with Freemasonry for Catholics involves taking of oaths. An oath is a religious act which asks God to witness the truth of the statement or the fulfillment of a promise. Only the Church and the state, for serious reasons, can require an oath. A candidate makes an oath to Freemasonry and its secrets under pain of death or self-mutilation by kneeling blindfolded in front of the altar, placing both hands on the volume of sacred law (perhaps the Bible), the square and the compass, and repeating after the “worshipful master.” Keep in mind that the candidate does not yet even know all the “secrets” to which he is taking an oath.

The history of Freemasonry has proven its anti-Catholic nature. In the United States, one of the leaders of Freemasonry, General Albert Pike (d. 1891) referred to the papacy as “a deadly, treacherous enemy,” and wrote, “The papacy has been for a thousand years the torturer and curse of humanity, the most shameless imposture, in its pretense to spiritual power of all ages.” 
In France, in 1877, and in Portugal in 1910, Freemasons took control of the government for a time and enacted laws to restrict the activities of the Church, particularly in education. In Latin America, the Freemasons have expressed anti-Church and anti-clerical sentiment.

Since the decree “In Eminenti” of Pope Clement XII in 1738, Catholics have been forbidden to join the Masons, and until 1983, under pain of excommunication. (The Orthodox and several Protestant churches also ban membership in the Masons.) Confusion occurred in 1974 when a letter by Cardinal Franjo Seper, then prefect of the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith was interpreted to mean that Catholics could join Masonic lodges that were not anti-Catholic; the same congregation declared this interpretation as erroneous in 1981.

On Nov. 26, 1983, with the approval of Pope John Paul II, the Sacred Congregation reiterated the ban on Catholics joining the Masons: “The Church’s negative position on Masonic association … remains unaltered, since their principles have always been regarded as irreconcilable with the Church’s doctrine. Hence, joining them remains prohibited by the Church. Catholics enrolled in masonic associations are involved in serious sin and may not approach Holy Communion.” However, neither this declaration nor the 1983 <Code of Canon Law> imposed the penalty of excommunication on Catholics belonging to the Masons.

Fr. Saunders is president of the Notre Dame Institute and pastor of Queen of Apostles Parish, both in Alexandria.
24a. Freemasonry 

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=563   
February 29, 2008

I had a man ask me today at one of my jobsites if I was planning on taking my niece and nephew to the Shriners circus this weekend. He said that he will be playing a clown in the circus. He explained that he got involved with the Shriners through Freemasonry. He said he loved being in the Masons and talked about all the ways they helped the community. 

Most of them tend to be churchgoing Protestants. I have a good friend who is also in the Masons and has advanced to the Knights Templar through the York rite. 

My grandfather was a Mason and my grandmother was in the eastern star. My great grandfather was a mason, a member of the KKK, and a deacon in the Baptist church. I've heard nothing but good things about the organization from its members. They seem to be real enthusiastic about their involvement. 

I do know that it is occultic in nature and definitely not good. I don't know a whole lot about its practices because it is a secret organization and most members won't go into detail. 

Can you tell me exactly what makes it an occult organization? Are these people at the lower levels being deceived about its true nature? –Stacey

All other things aside, such as their good works, the philosophy of the Freemasons is inherently incompatible with Christianity. Its rituals are barbaric and smack of occultic rituals with death oaths and promises to mutilate and kill any member who reveals the "secrets" of the Masons.

There is no possible way a Christian of any denomination can tolerate membership in the Masons. Those who do are either idiots, marginal Christians, delusional, or just don't care.

Here are some links that explain why Masons are condemned by the Catholic Church (and should be by all Christians):

This source is an encyclopedia article that gives a history of Masons:

MASONRY (FREEMASONRY) - Catholic Encyclopedia [See pages 27-55]
These two sources below give reasons why Masons are condemned by the Church:
CATHOLICS AND THE FREEMASON 'RELIGION' - Fr. William Saunders [See pages 19 and 81]
CATHOLIC QUICK QUESTIONS (on Masons) - Catholic Answers [See page 70]
The very first ritual for new members includes death and mutilation rituals. Such "Culture of Death" and ambiance of the occult should cause even ignorant Christians to run from the room.

The "good works" of the Masons in the community does not justify a Christian supporting them or joining them. Even the devil can do good works if it serves his purpose. Witches and satanists do good works too. Thus, I am not impressed by the Masons' good works. Their philosophy is what counts. And that philosophy is not of God. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
24b. A Masonic fraternity Kappa Sigma
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1442  

June 3, 2011

I didn't know what I was getting in to. After paying an initiation fee I car pooled with the other initiates to a Kappa Sigma chapter house in another state. We spent the night there at the Kappa Sigma's chapter house and in the morning dressed up all nice to get ready for initiation. Before all this happened I ask the members and president at our university if it was Masonic because of its secrecy. They said no.
As the initiation ceremony began. I was told to put on a blindfold and to take off my right shoe. I thought that this was oddly familiar. As I walked around the room they told a story about the history and origins of the Fraternity. I had to memorize the history.
During the scenario the asked me questions like if I have been apart of another secret society. Well, after I came through the journey through the scenario during the initiation process, it came to the point where I heard the unsheathing of swords.
I went along the ceremony and I had to kiss the bible and make a vow, to never tell any of the secrets of the society least I have my tongue severed, organs gutted, and have my entrails thrown over my shoulder. My legs and my head severed. At that point they took the sword and skimmed it across behind my legs and across the back of my neck. After all this transpired my blindfold was taken off and I was in front of a guy with black robe on talking to me with a chest in front of him with candles and a skull with two femurs crossing the front of the skull. There were two fraternity members on both sides of the chest carrying swords wearing black robes that varied by bands of colors on their robes. –Gregory
NOTE: This is a re-post from an archived Q&A from January 17, 2004

Special Note: Since this post was originally posted, we have received numerous emails from Kappa Sigma members protesting its publication. In response to the concerns of Kappa Sigma members I have edited the original poster's question to remove points and narrative that is not needed in asking the question as to any Masonic connection to Kappa Sigma or to the suitability of Catholics in joining Kappa Sigma.

As a matter of policy, we do not recommend Catholics to join ANY Greek Fraternity as the entire Greek system, in our opinion, opens itself to, and is rife with corruption, gross immorally, and environments utterly unsuited to people of the Catholic faith and to anyone of moral integrity in general.

We do not know the history specifically of Kappa Sigma members’ behavior on campus or in their houses.

As for Kappa Sigma and Freemasonry, we cannot at the time of this writing find any proof that Kappa Sigma derives directly from Freemasonry, but we have found circumstantial evidence that alludes to a possible connection or at least a possible influence—a few examples:

1) According to the Kappa Sigma MIT site:

Kappa Sigma has a rich and varied history. The spirit of Kappa Sigma dates back to 1400. A Greek scholar named Manuel Chrysoloras at the University of Bologna in Italy founded a society for mutual protection against harassment and attacks by the governor of Bologna, Baldassarre Cossa. 

It was with the spirit of Chrysoloras that the five founders founded Kappa Sigma here in America. At the University of Virginia, William Grigsby McCormick, George Miles Arnold, Frank Courtney Nicodemus, Edmund Law Rogers, and John Covert Boyd met in McCormick's room on the night of December 10, 1869 and founded Kappa Sigma.

The connection with the “spirit of Chrysoloras” may implicate a similarity with Mason-like organizations.

2) We notice that many Kappa Sigma alumni are also Masons which gives pause including, according to one Kappa Sigma member who wrote us, a founder who “suffered death by revealing some of the masonic rites to our ritual.”
3) Another Kappa Sigma member who wrote us stated, “...the oaths and vows that we take are from the heart... but we are advised that in the modern context, it is only the belief in a supreme power that we must process...and not in one specific faith.” This language, underlined in the above quote, is very similar to the language used by the Masons to describe their “spirituality.” I also take pause at the “modern context” in wondering what the original context might be. Again this sounds very mason-like in the interpretation of their own rituals.

4) More than one of the Kappa Sigma members who wrote us allude that some of the rubrics revealed by the original poster may be accurate but needs to be kept secret. One member said, “The individual concerned provided mere glimpses of a portion of what actually occurs...” Another member said, “The young man mentioned a few details concerning this fraternity's ritual that many people value as being kept a secret.” Finally, yet another member told us, “I am a member of Kappa Sigma and I can tell you that this e-mail [posting about Kappa Sigma] is accurate in contact (sp) [content], but it does not represent the actual beliefs and meanings of Kappa Sigma.”
5) The most damning factor in our opinion is the ritual vows that contain a penalty of mutilation and death. Such “culture of death” is, in our understanding, patently inappropriate for Catholics who are admonished to pursue a Culture of Life. Our late Holy Father, Pope John Paul II, of happy memory, continually and repeatedly called all Catholics and all people of Good Will to live a Culture of Life. We also learn from St. Paul in 1 Thessalonians 5:22 that we are to avoid even the appearance of evil. Thus, even if the intent is not evil, we are not to do something that even smacks of evil in appearance.

In addition to any of the above, the secret nature of the Fraternity also causes a problem. Since the Fraternity will not reveal their rituals to anyone they place themselves beyond scrutiny. Without any access to the Fraternity rituals it is impossible for parents or pastors to scrutinize the organization as to its harm or lack of harm to Catholics.
83.
Indeed, this problem of unscrutinized secrecy becomes more acute with Kappa Sigma specifically if what one Kappa Sigma member told us is true. This Fraternity member said, “Our group refuses to provide proof about our ritual because it is one of the most well kept secrets among any fraternity. During the 1960s, when most fraternities were required to demonstrate their rituals before congress, and register the process with the library of congress, ours was excluded. The reason for this was one of our most distinguished members, former Senator Bob Dole testified that there was nothing present in the ritual that constituted a threat, and that the secrecy is reserved only for members to share a common bond.”
With all due respect to Senator Dole, this is very disturbing. We have here a Senator using his special influence to exempt a Fraternity from Congressional scrutiny giving Kappa Sigma special privilege not granted to any other Fraternity. Why is Kappa Sigma so special as to be treated differently from any other Fraternity? In addition, while Senator Dole is a respectable man as far as I know, why should we take his singular word for it especially in the face of offering special privilege to one group over another?

The Senator's endorsement, however, is beside the point. While the Senator I am sure is correct that there is nothing in the Kappa Sigma ritual that is a treat to the safety of the fraternity members or to the community, our point is one that speaks to spiritual safety of one's soul and thus the prudence of Catholics joining this Fraternity. The secrecy, apparently made more secure by Senator Dole than it would be with other Fraternities, makes it impossible for parents or pastors to judge the affect of these rituals on their children's spiritual health. This, we believe, is a fatal flaw.

The secrecy in a Fraternity is a mere gimmick to create a bond between fellow brothers, and perhaps to have some fun. That is fine as far as it goes. In the scheme of things it is trivial especially when compared with real and substantive issues of privacy, such as in issues of employment, school, and medical records, or in “genuine” national security issues and such. When Fraternities take themselves too seriously and begin to treat their “secrets” as if it had the importance of National Security and the breaking of that secrecy the equivalent of treason, then we stumble into the ridiculous.

While the “secrecy” of Fraternities in this context is rather trivial, it is not trivial if those secrets contain rituals or parts of rituals that are potentially harmful spiritually or otherwise problematic for Catholic participation. This is the reason why scrutiny is needed. When such secrecy is unchecked, made absolute, or exists without unbiased scrutiny, then President Wilson's comment below becomes a more important maxim.

It should be noted that such issues as these are of specific and acute concern for Catholics in that these things matter in Catholic teaching and life, but I suppose it may be possible that some other Christian groups may not have as great a concern about this. I am sure the secular public has little concern as long as Senator Dole is correct in his assessment. Thus, it is important to note that the assessment and comments made here refer only to a Catholic concern according to a Catholic worldview.

It is wise, I think, when thinking about these things, to listen to the advice of Woodrow Wilson who said, “Everybody knows that corruption thrives in secret places, and avoids public places, and we believe it is a fair assumption that secrecy means impropriety....”
For all these reasons, we cannot in good conscience recommend to the Catholic Faithful membership in Kappa Sigma or other similar Fraternities. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
24c. Illuminati, conspiracies, entertainment industry

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1785 

February 24, 2013 
How much of what is said about the existence of the "Illuminati" that controls world leaders and the entertainment industry is true? I'm not the type who falls into believing paranoid theories but there seems to be a lot of "coincidence" in the Satanic imagery in music videos and performances, and so many artists hiding one eye or making that "OK" sign over the eye (supposedly a "666" sign) that it makes me wonder.
Some years ago I knew a girl who claimed that she was the daughter of a satanic high priest who was part of the Illuminati, and she described in detail many rituals. However, as she also claimed to have multiple personality disorder (as a result of satanic ritual abuse), it was very hard to discern what, if anything, she said was true.
What is your take, and experience, on this subject? Given how many ridiculous accusations are made against the Pope and the Catholic Church based on wild stretches of the imagination, coincidences, or lies, I wouldn't be surprised if the Illuminati were a myth. However, spiritually speaking, look at all the satanic imagery (Madonna's Superbowl performance... what was that??) in the music industry and how my soul cringes when I hear any of it (listening to Madonna's "Frozen" my mind suddenly began to imagine me armoured and chopping off her head with a sword; Beyoncé's "Crazy in Love" inspired thoughts of me impaling her with my sword), and the repugnance I feel toward modern American music, I am inclined to believe there is a lot of Satanism in it. 
But whether that is due to Illuminati or just individualistic evil, I don't know. –Tim
There is no such thing as the Illuminati today except in the imaginations of dingbats. There was a secret society in the 18th Century, but there is no worldwide conspiracy of Illuminati, then or now.
84.
I know nothing of Madonna's Superbowl performance since I have not watched the Superbowl since 1975. Madonna, in general, belongs to the crud patrol. She is a sad and tragic figure of debauchery. Pray for her.

Real Satanist do not use "666" or the upside down cross. In fact, one Satanist mocks Christians for their stupidity in thinking that the upside down cross is a satanic symbol. He correctly tells Christians that the upside down cross is a symbol of St. Peter, which is absolute correct.

Real Satanists are secretive. You will never see them. "Religious" Satanists are the ones that belong to the Church of Satan and the like. They do not actually believe in the devil as a real person. Rather they do rituals and basically worship indulgence and hedonism.

The graffiti and the like is usually a product of wanna-be teenagers.  

What use to be called Multiple Personality Disorder, now called Dissociative Identity Disorder, does exist. It usually develops in young children who have undergone severe abuse of some kind. I have had clients who suffered from this due to Satanic Ritual Abuse as a child. It typically starts at 4 years old or younger. This is not a mental illness. In fact, MPD is a gift from God, as these children would likely die or go insane from the horrific abuse they suffer. MPD is also not demon possession. If there are any demons present, those demons are there in addition to the altars.

In the one major case I had, we successfully got rid of the demons, but the woman remained a multiple. She was a very function multiple, however, and did not need to be hospitalized. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
24d. Kappa Sigma
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1789
February 24, 2013 
I am more curious, the Kappa Sigma question was closed, but then reported in 2011, was this an invitation?

At any rate, I am a faithful Catholic in full union with Rome and a former GMC within Kappa Sigma Fraternity. For what it is worth Kappa Sigma has a rich history dating back to the Great Schism and many of our early members worked hard to provide for a solution to the problems, our founder was present at and killed during The Council of Constance we believe by anti-pope John XXIII, many of them worked in secret and it is in that tradition that we hold our secrecy close. There ARE similarities in style to the Masonic rituals, but meaning and purpose are definitely different. Of any Social Fraternity to be found in the college world none could be more so Catholic in its founding tradition. I will not reveal any secrets specifically, but I did provide an email, that if you have any specific questions I will answer as fully and honestly as I can. All I ask is that you remember I promised not to reveal any of the secrets and I can not break that promise without then placing my own soul in jeopardy as I would then become guilty of the most horrendous of lies. Brother, you previously asked to see the ceremonies; that is not possible, but I am willing and hopeful that I may be able to help you with objections you may hold. –Isaac

The Q&A was reposted because the original post was back when we had a previous Q&A software that we no longer use. Thus, that particular Q&A was reposted in the software we are using now. This is mentioned in the repost you reference.

I thank you for your cordiality. Some of your brethren have not conducted themselves with such decorum and maturity. 

Our position has not changed; Kappa Sigma is unlikely to have changed. The secrecy, in-and-of-itself, without regard to any other issue, is enough to not recommend the society to any Catholic. The Church certainly has a right and obligation to know, and parents have a right to know, that ﻿these secrets are not problematic or even damaging to the Faithful who join. The answer to that question is not within the competence of current or former members of Kappa Sigma, not even members such as Senator Dole.

Speaking of Senator Dole, as mentioned in the post, Kappa Sigma has been given special privilege by Congress, through the Senator, that no other Fraternity in the United States has been given. This is strange and merely emphasizes the inappropriateness of membership by Catholics, or by any Christians.

The Knights of Columbus, for example, a famous Catholic group that has "secret ceremonies", too, does not hold those rituals secret from the Bishop. It is required that any such groups suitable for the Catholic Faithful come under the scrutiny of the Bishop to ensure there is nothing untoward concerning the Catholic Church (canon law prohibits Catholics from joining societies, especially secret societies, that are hostile to the Church), or potentially dangerous to the souls, spirits, and faith of the Catholic people. This is a solemn obligation of the bishop to ensure this.

Since Kappa Sigma continues to hold these secrets from everyone, even Congress, even the Bishops, it is unsuitable for membership by any Catholic. We cannot take the word of Senator Dole, nor you, nor any member of the Fraternity. The secrets do not have to be made public, but they do need to be revealed to the Bishop (parents must at least have the assurances of the bishop that there is nothing present to harm their children).

Our position and lack of recommendation will remain as long as Kappa Sigma holds its arrogance above appropriate authorities who have a right and a moral obligation to know, such as Bishops and parents.

Here is the link to the Q&A in question. -Bro. Ignatius Mary
24e. The Illuminati

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1790 EXTRACT
February 24, 2013 
There may not be an "Illuminati" by its original definition of a "worldwide group" etc, but that is no reason to ignore the secret society that does exist and is commonly referred to as the Illuminati. It isn't difficult to see that the entertainment industry has been infiltrated by a masonic society that is nothing more than thinly veiled Satanism. "Masonic" by its original definition had nothing to do with Satanism, but now it does. The lower members are a cover, while the higher ups are the true satanists you speak of that one sees. 
My point is that a symbol's origin has nothing to with its perversion, and its being used to reference things other than the true meaning. With a bit of research you will see satanic references in the videos and performances of many pop stars and other famous, from singers to rappers to rockers to actors to politicians. Such symbols would include the satanic diamond hand sign, Baphomet, the horns common to rockers and the Texas longhorns, the eye of Taurus, things associated with sun worship, Egyptian pyramids, and on and on. 
Though things like sun worship may not be defined as "satanic," anything that is worshiped instead of God is satanic, I'm sure you will agree. I believe it was Pope Leo XIII who wrote an encyclical condemning free masonry. Aside from what brought that letter about, the origin of their condemnation and what they stood for then, the top masonic members now are tools of Satan. They heavily influence the media, and many performances are nothing but witchcraft, rituals, and demonic possession viewed by the masses. 
Take a look at the Nicki Minaj exorcism, Grammy performance for something more in your face. They gloat about these things, and other times hide behind symbolism done in plain sight. A YouTube search on the Illuminati will turn up mostly false and misleading results, but by taking pieces of truth here and there, there is enough to see that this is at least something to acknowledge, pray about, and stand against. –Joseph
There are hundreds of little secret societies out there, none of any significance in-and-of-themselves. There are some who "claim" to be heirs of the Bavarian Illuminati, an Enlightenment group modeled on the Freemasons. This group, started by Adam Weishaupt, which really did exist in the 18th Century, has members such as Ferdinand of Brunswick and the diplomat Xavier von Zwack, among others. One of its most famous members was Johann Wolfgang von Goethe.
Modern claimants to the Illuminati was mostly conspiracy kooks, who see demons and conspiracies around every corner.

The whole phenomena of conspiracy kooks are very interesting and beyond an examination in this forum except for a brief sentence or two. Generally, people are attracted to conspiracies are trying to find order in the world. When events take place they do not understand or to which traumatizes them, a conspiracy brings comfort of a sort in that it seek to explain things, to bring an order and reason for the things that people see in the world. Conspiracy nuts cannot accept coincidence as it does not provide the comfort of order and specific explanation of events. The central common denominator of those obsessed with conspiracy is lack of any real evidence. Conspiracy nuts live on a staple diet of assumption, innuendo, imaginative imagination, and in short, rash judgment. What is always lacking is solid evidence that if self-evident. That means that the evidence must prove the point on its own merits rather than on elaborate interpretations. The more creative the interpretation, the more certain its falsity.

As for symbols, sure, some rock group flash what is thought of as Satanic symbols. It is rash judgment, however, a sin, to jump to the conclusion that the group members are actual Satanists. Maybe they are, but not automatically so, since indulging in Satanic imagery is what make them money. It is the bank account, not Satanic ideology that drives most people.

A good example of how symbols are made into something they are not is the upside-down cross. The upside-down cross has never been a "sign of the devil." The only people who use it in that way are usually teenage wannabes, and Hollywood producers. The sign of the upside-down cross, however, has never been used by real Satanist. 
See previous Q&As about symbols: here, and here. -Bro. Ignatius Mary
24f. Is Freemasonry bringing condemnation to our marriage?

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1856
July 22, 2013 
My husband and I are in a heated disagreement over his membership in the Freemasons. Our local priest allowed him to join the Church after RCIA last year in spite of not renouncing his membership in the Society. 
In spite of my efforts to stay in a state of grace, our marriage is dogged with hostility and bitterness, coming to a head this summer when he told me he will never renounce the Masons. I had been hoping over the past year that he was leaning toward giving it up. Now I have heard him proclaim he will not leave it and I do not know how to live this way. Meanwhile, he continues to receive Communion, even though I have explained to him that it is a terrible thing to do when he is in serious sin. He says that I am trying to control him by insisting he leave his Masonic group. Am I wrong to believe that he is bringing condemnation to our household? –Jeanne
I am so sorry that this is happening to you. If I were the bishop of the priest who allowed your husband to come into the Church refusing to renounce Freemasonry he would have been fired from pastoral duties on the spot and suspended until he was re-educated and repented. What this priest did was a grave sin and will have to stand before God for the mess and suffering he has caused.

As for your husband: Until your husband renounces Freemasonry and resigns from the organization he is prohibited from receiving the Sacraments. He is already in a state of grave sin, which threatens his eternal salvation. If he receives the Eucharist he will be committed one of the worse grave sins a man can do -- to receive the Eucharist unworthily, to commit sacrilege against our Lord. St. Paul said that people get sick and even die from doing that.

If your husband wishes to remain a Mason at least ought to have the integrity to not receive the Eucharist. To continue to receive the Eucharist is cowardice of the worse kind, committing sacrilege, spitting in God's face and not caring. Does he really want to go to hell?

Given the irrationality of his response that you outline, I suspect that he is probably under demonic bondage. You can pray for him, such as the Prayer for a Wayward Spouse, and also the Hedge Prayer for Protection of the Household, and other prayers located in our Prayer Catalog, linked below.

Your husband cannot be the spiritual leader of your home or marriage. He cannot be the spiritual protector of your home or marriage. He is, in effect, an intruder into your home that refuses to do the right thing and thereby causes condemnation upon himself (not you), and great instability of your household. 

You husband, at the very least, is bringing demonic attention to your household. This does not mean that you cannot remain in a state of grace. His actions do not affect your salvation. His actions, however, does effect your suffering. Lift up your suffering to God for the salvation of your husband.

Here is the declaration of the Church that clarifies this issue. This is not my opinion, nor yours, it is the declaration and legislation of the Church to which all Catholics must obey upon pain of sin and exclusion from the Sacraments.

The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith published a declaration on Nov. 26, 1983, shortly before the present Code of Canon Law came into effect. This declaration, signed by Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, states:

"It has been asked whether there has been any change in the Church's decision in regard to Masonic associations since the new Code of Canon Law does not mention them expressly, unlike the previous Code. 
"This Sacred Congregation is in a position to reply that this circumstance in due to an editorial criterion which was followed also in the case of other associations likewise unmentioned inasmuch as they are contained in wider categories. 
"Therefore the Church's negative judgment in regard to Masonic association remains unchanged since their principles have always been considered irreconcilable with the doctrine of the Church and therefore membership in them remains forbidden. The faithful who enroll in Masonic associations are in a state of grave sin and may not receive Holy Communion. 
"It is not within the competence of local ecclesiastical authorities to give a judgment on the nature of Masonic associations which would imply a derogation from what has been decided above, and this in line with the Declaration of this Sacred Congregation issued on 17 February 1981 (cf. AAS 73 1981 pp. 240-241; English language edition of L'Osservatore Romano, 9 March 1981).
"In an audience granted to the undersigned Cardinal Prefect, the Supreme Pontiff John Paul II approved and ordered the publication of this Declaration which had been decided in an ordinary meeting of this Sacred Congregation."

This should settle the issue. This is not you trying to control him. This is Church teaching. If he chooses not to obey then he needs to have the integrity to not receive communion. If he is a coward in this, then his soul is in grave danger.

You must remain faithful. Do not let his cowardice destroy your faith. If you feel that you are under spiritual danger, then it is possible to separate from your husband. You will still be married, of course, but no longer under the danger of this man allowing demons into your home. This is a last resort, however, to be considered only if you feel you are in serious spiritual or emotional danger. Any such separation can be secured under State law is necessary. In the meantime, pray for him some of the prayers in our Catalog.
We will certainly be in prayer for him and you. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM

24g. Freemasonic hex?
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=98
August 13, 2004

My wife lost both her parents by the time she was 12. She was sent to a masonic boarding school and finished her schooling there. I'm concerned that at some point, the masons either consecrated the students in some way or hexed them by their "prayers" or something along those lines. In fact, my wife was cleaning their lodge once and found all kinds of bizarre symbols and robes for rituals. I'm really concerned that the students may have been included at some point in the intentions of one of these rituals.
Although raised Southern Baptist, she converted to Catholicism seven years ago. She and I are very devout Catholics and teach our children the faith. I'm concerned about the past though. Has she done enough to overcome anything that might have been placed on her at that school, or would she need specific prayers or anything else?
She really stresses out quite a bit and it always seems nothing goes right for her. Sometimes she feels like the world is against her. I'm wondering if this could be from some hex or something from the masons.
Is there anything to be concerned about and if there is, what do we need to do? –Doug
Given the details you have given me there is certainly a possibility of some sort of attachment from the Masonic boarding school. I would suggest using the SW Catalog linked below* and look for the prayers 1) Prayer of Renouncement of Ancestral Sins; 2) Breaking Personal Curses and Spells; 2) Hedge Prayer for Protection of Self. There are also Household prayers if you need to pray for the whole Household.

These prayers should break any attachments. Perhaps this will help to lift any heaviness your wife feels.

Also, of course, do not rule out normal psychological issues. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM

*For information on how to receive help see our Help page. We suggest that before contacting us directly for help you try the Seven Steps to Self-Deliverance. These self-help steps will often resolve the problem. Also our Spiritual Warfare Prayer Catalog contains many prayers that may be helpful.  Continued on page 113
25. Freemasonry - The Brotherhood, The Lodge, The Craft

http://www.inplainsite.org/html/freemasonry.html 

By Carol Brooks

Introduction - A Word to Freemasons

In a world gone crazy even normal English words are given new meanings. A few years ago, the word tolerance had a completely different but accurate definition. Tolerance applies to how we treat people we disagree with, not how we treat ideas we think false. To argue that some views are false, incompatible with Christianity or just plain silly does not violate any meaningful standard of tolerance and does NOT constitute an ‘attack’. To trash every one that has raised any objection against Masonry, is juvenile to say the least and certainly seems to set at naught the very ideals you say you stand for... A Mason “... endeavours to oppose errors without arrogance” and “Every true Freemason will show tolerance and respect for the opinions of others and behave with kindness and understanding to his fellow creatures”. Your words, not mine. Sources [1] and [2] While I would like to know if there are any factual mistakes in this article I will not accept any e-mails from any one other than a “true Freemason”.  

What is Freemasonry?

With close to 34,000 lodges around the globe and a membership numbering upwards of 6 million, it the Encyclopedia Britannica calls Freemasonry the largest world-wide ‘secret’ society. Masons themselves refer to their organization as a Fraternity: [from the Latin words frater or brother] a group of people sharing a common profession or interests:

Overview: Biblical Discernment Ministries presents this overview of the actual organization...

“Masons have no national headquarters as such, but the largest regional is the Scottish Rite Southern Jurisdiction (35 Southern states), which is headquartered in Alexandria, Virginia. U.S. membership is claimed at about 3.5 million, with about five million worldwide. The basic unit of Freemasonry is the lodge, which exists under a charter issued by a grand lodge exercising administrative powers. The lodges are linked together informally by a system of mutual recognition between lodges that meet the Masonic requirements. The lodge confers three degrees: Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master Mason. Additional degrees are conferred by two groups of advanced Freemasonry: the York Rite, which awards 12 degrees; and the Scottish Rite, which awards 30 higher degrees. In the United States and Canada, members have formed a large number of groups to enable them to expand their social and charitable activities. The best known of these groups is the Shriners (official name: "Ancient Arabic Order Nobles Mystic Shrine"), who hold festive parades and support hospitals for crippled and burned children. (To be a Shriner, one must be a 32nd degree Scottish Rite Mason, or its equivalent in the York Rite [Knights Templar]). [The 33rd degree is an honorary degree bestowed upon especially worthy masons who have accomplished outstanding work in such fields as religion and politics.]”  [1] 
 

The Degrees: The first three are the Entered Apprentice, FellowCraft, and Master Mason, all of which require the candidate to participate in an enacted drama and... 

“Are a system of initiation that allows men to become familiar with the august and ancient history and principles of Masonry at a comfortable pace. Proceeding from Entered Apprentice to Master Mason in the US can take as little as three months, while in England, the degrees are spaced apart by a year's interval.” [2]

After completing the three degrees of Symbolic or Craft Masonry, a Master Mason can proceed down one of two branches… The Scottish Rite or the York Rite [consisting of Royal Arch Masons, Cryptic Masons, and Knights Templar]. The Scottish Rite includes the degrees from the 4° to the 32° and should be called additional degrees, rather than higher degrees. 
Autonomy: Masonic Lodges are largely autonomous with no central, unified authority

“Masonic lodges still retain autonomy over their finances, activities, officer election, fundraising, 
and joining ceremonies. But administratively, each State or Province has a Grand Lodge which co-ordinates activities, serves as a central source of record keeping, and performs other administrative and policy functions for the fraternity. The state president is called the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge. He has broad powers in overseeing the progress of the fraternity and while there is no national spokesperson for the fraternity, within his own state (Jurisdiction) he is the chief spokesman”. [3] 

Purpose: For a little more about what they do, we turn to an official description... 

Freemasonry is one of the world's oldest secular fraternal societies, a society of men concerned with moral and spiritual values, which does not solicit members. It is an organization of men bound together with a philosophy of moral standards, mutual understanding and brotherhood in which all men are on a level and equal. Its members are taught its precepts by a series of ritual dramas, which follow ancient forms, and use stonemasons' customs and tools as allegorical guides. The purpose of Freemasonry is to enable men to meet in harmony, to promote friendship, and to be charitable. Its basic ideals are that all persons are the children of one God, that all persons are related to each other, and that the best way to worship God is to be of service to people. Membership is open to men of any race or religion who can fulfill this essential qualification and who are of good repute. The essential qualification for admission into and continuing membership is a belief in a Supreme Being. Freemasonry is non-political, and the discussion of politics at Masonic meetings is forbidden (as is any discussion about religion on Masonic premises). Freemasonry has been and is concerned with the care of orphans, the sick and the aged. Additionally, large sums are given to national and local charities. For many years Freemasons have followed three great principles: Brotherly Love, Relief (for the community as a whole), and Truth (requiring high moral standards). (Portions of this paragraph adapted from Grand Lodge of England’s official web site)

The Grand Lodge of Arizona says 

“One modern definition is: Freemasonry is an organized society of men, symbolically applying the principle of Operative Masonry and architecture to the science and art of character building. In other words, Masonry uses ageless methods and lessons to make each of us a better person”. [4] 
 

A Secret Society? Not really. 

“Freemasonry can’t be called a "secret society" in a literal sense. A truly secret society forbids its members to disclose that they belong to the organization, or that it even exists. Much of the Masonic ritual is in books called "Monitors" that are widely available, even in public libraries. Most Freemasons wear rings and lapel pins which clearly identify them as members of the fraternity. Masonic lodges are listed in public phone books, Masonic buildings are clearly marked, and in many areas of the country Masonic lodges place signs on the roads leading into town, along with civic organizations, showing the time and place of meetings.” [5]

The mission of Freemasonry in North Carolina states

"Masonry is not a secret society; it is a society with secrets." Freemasonry does have some secrets it attempts to preserve. It has secret modes of recognition, which enable its members to quickly recognize each other as Masons upon their first meeting. The value of these secrets to members away from home is fairly obvious and it does not seem unnatural that the fraternity should wish to preserve them. 

And Masonry has its secret ritual, its mode of instructing new members in the three symbolic degrees. This ritual originated, in large part, with the old cathedral builders earlier mentioned and has been handed down over the centuries. Most of the secret rituals are based upon writings in the Holy Bible and the writings of other great philosophers, so they are secret only in their unique adaptation and presentation. This ritualistic mode of instruction has proven remarkably effective over the centuries and its use, being peculiar to Freemasonry, has kept the fraternity apart from those that would imitate it.” [6] 
 

Humanitarianism: In addition the Masonic Lodge is well known for its philanthropy. Among much else, they sponsor an extensive program of Dentistry for Children with Special Needs, centers to help children with dyslexia and run the Scottish Rite Children’s Medical Center. They give

“... almost $1.5 million each day to causes that range from operating children’s hospitals, providing treatment for childhood language disorders, treating eye diseases, funding medical research, contributing to local community service, and providing care to Masons and their families at Masonic Homes. [7] 

All this sounds pretty good so 
What’s all the Hoopla About?
Among other acts of opposition Freemasonry has been attacked by the Catholic Church, Masonic lodges were shut down after the Russian revolution, and the group was banned by the Nazis shortly after Adolph Hitler’s rise to power (He called them servants of the Jews).. From the 1820's through the 1840's there was an official political party in the United States called the Anti-Masonic Party, which existed for the primary purpose of trying to eliminate Freemasonry in America. In fact, for what it’s worth, the Ayatollah Khomeini apparently wasn’t too impressed either. 

It is difficult to equate Christianity with some of the often nasty, semi-hysterical charges I have seen leveled at Freemasonry. [Many Christian sites seem to carry similar information to each other, with very little new to add]... but on the other hand the hyperbole is not limited to ‘anti-Masons’. I have read sadly biased and some very odious statements on Masonic sites... from referring to Christians as bigots, to denigrating the Born Again experience, with plenty in between. For example I recently read the following.

“It was also pointed out that many religious extremist groups had very high hopes for a major catastrophic event to occur at the beginning of the new millennium. When nothing they had anticipated occurred, their anger, frustration, and disappointment were unleashed in the form of attacks on groups they label as anti-Christian or involved in a "worldwide conspiracy" to take over the world. When this happens, Freemasonry is almost always at the top of their "enemies" list”. [8]

Good Grief! In the first place there was no ‘anger’ and ‘frustration’ at the turn of the century and one would have to be nuts to be “disappointed” that a catastrophic event had not occurred. Secondly Freemasonry has been opposed by the church for a LONG time now, not just for the last eight years, Third there is no “enemies list” and even if there were one, Freemasonry would not be anywhere near the top. Lastly you really do not know the difference between being opposed to the practices of a group and an “attack”. The above words are juvenile in the extreme.

Certainly neither camp is doing very much to promote a civil exchange, leave alone ‘brotherly love’. The truth is the truth and Scripture provides the only guidelines to all things spiritual. Hopefully a measure of common sense supplies the rest. 

By the way [IPS] is not a profit-making businesses masquerading as a ministry. We are not influenced by any one’s opinion, have no axe to grind, nothing to sell and nothing to gain except the "well done" bit. We certainly do not make a penny off this web site. 

Masons will all too often quote positive statements made about Masonry by famous Masons [including Christian pastors and ministers of different denominations] seemingly to declare that if it was good enough for Benjamin Franklin, Thurgood Marshall, Jimmy Carter, Bob Dole and an un-named pastor from the United Methodist church, it’s good enough for them. This is a very dangerous game for the Christian to play... There have been many oft quoted minds throughout the course of Christian history from Calvin and Luther to C.S. Lewis and Jonathan Edwards, but every one’s words have to pass the test of compatibility with the Scriptures. The words of Ben F. were simply his opinion and little more. In this day and age when apostasy runs virtually unchallenged through the church, with too many feel good/wishy washy [if not downright heretical] messages, emanating from the pulpit... even the words of a pastor have to be examined through Scripture’s glasses. 

Sadly, I was recently asked [by a past Grand Bible Bearer and a Christian to boot] how the Fraternity conducts its affairs was even any of my business, unless I was considering joining “this distinguished group of dedicated servants”. I was further told “The fact that millions of good, Christian men are now and have been Freemasons speaks for itself”. 

Unfortunately this is not quite the case. There are millions of good men [and women] who have been totally taken by many, many other organizations, a fact that does not make it any less of a cult [Defined as any major deviation from orthodox Christianity on many cardinal doctrines of the Christian faith]. 
I was also called a Neo-Fundamentalist for asking the essential question, which is, and always will be

Can a Christian can, in good conscience, become or remain a Mason? 

Trying to tread a sane path through this quagmire is not easy and the fact that the Masons have no unified, central authority makes it just that much more difficult. Regardless of the fact that it is quite unlikely that satan bursts through the floor at Lodge meetings, there are more than a few thoughts, ideas and practices behind Freemasonry that have to give the honest seeker much more than a moment of pause. 

The History and Origins of Freemasonry
Although the origins of Freemasonry is likely never going to be established with any degree of certainty, legend and story places the beginnings anywhere from the building of King Solomon's Temple to the mid-1600s (The first Grand Lodge was established in London in 1717). However the author and historian John Robertson, who had special interest in the Crusades and Medieval Britain made some interesting discoveries...

On a quest to understand certain aspects of the Peasants Revolution of 1381 which saw more than 100,000 men march on London, a revolt which showed many signs of being very well organized. But little was known about the force behind it. 

During his research into the history of the Knights Templar to examine whether there were any links between the suppressed Knights and the secret society behind the Peasants Revolt, Robinson did not initially realize how much he was going to turn up in the way of connections between the Knights Templar and the Free Masons. In a thoroughly believable book… ‘Born In Blood The Lost Secrets Of Freemasonry’ one bit of evidence after another is soundly documented including plausible origins for many of the terms peculiar to The Masonic Lodge.

Why have I included this in a Christian site? Simply because if Freemasonry did indeed derive from The Knights Templar, many issues related to Masonry emerge from the shrouds of obscurity. For example, if the Knights were simply a secret society of former warrior monks, who, turned on by the Church and King, were dedicated to the very survival of their members, the ‘secrecy’ and other mysterious traditions of the Lodge becomes understandable. 

Also, many of Freemasons unique terms come only make sense when traced back to medieval French (which is what the Knights Templar spoke). How many realize that our tennis term ‘love’ originated as ‘oeuf’, the French term for egg. Similarly Masonic meeting are protected by a ‘Tyler’ who protects from “Cowans and Eavesdroppers”. The word couenne in French (koo-WAHN) means ‘ignoramus’, which makes perfect sense.. The Lodge was being protected from ignoramuses. These words have largely been handed down orally which makes subtle changes to the pronunciation inevitable...

Whether the author was a Mason or not is beside the point. It is a book well worth reading if you are a Mason, interested in the origins of Freemasonry or simply a history buff.  
 

The Charges Against Freemasonry 
Assorted Charges 
In the 21st century the charges brought against Freemasonry are many and varied... From The Far Out ...The ultimate god of Freemasonry is satan himself ... something dark and sinister goes on inside of Masonic lodges... Freemasons are involved in a conspiracy to bring about an atheistic one-world government. The Ku Klux Klan are related to Freemasonry (Many founding members of the KKK were supposed to be Masons who used their knowledge to develop an infrastructure for the KKK using secret hand grips, signals etc). 

The eye in the pyramid (inscribed on the dollar bill) is often cited as ‘proof’ that Masons are somehow involved in a gigantic conspiracy to impose a new world order. However the pyramid is not a Masonic symbol and the eye is an ancient symbol of the "Eye of Providence" occasionally found on very old cathedrals such as The Aachen Cathedral in Germany, constructed more than a thousand years ago. The words "Annuit Coeptis" found on the dollar bill is translated by the U.S. State Department as He has favored our undertakings. The Lodge does use the symbol of an eye in a triangle, called the All-Seeing Eye.

To The Ridiculous... Jack the Ripper was a Mason (Ummm! we have not been able to even identify Jack the Ripper, far less state what fraternity he belonged to)

To The Far Less Colourful, but Undoubtedly Serious ... Freemasonry is a religion... Freemasonry derives from ancient pagan religions and preaches a different Gospel... Freemasonry is Cabalistic [Has a secret or hidden meaning] ...Freemasonry has ties to the occult.

Pentagrams and Worshipful Masters. People have pointed fingers at the so called secret rituals and the fact that the ‘pentagram’ is found in some Grand Lodge seals and on the collar of office worn by the Masters of lodges and Grand Masters of Grand Lodges. (This ‘pentagram’ is conspicuous by its absence in the ritual and lessons of Freemasonry) and that the ‘Master’ of the Lodge is called ‘The Worshipful Master’. First it is unlikely that "Worshipful" is any more than an English term of respect which has the same meaning as "Honorable." [We do have "Concert Masters" after all]. And not all stars are pentagrams. I believe the star in question is called the Eastern Star, with symbolism other than that of Satanic associations. It is also said that Masons 

“Conceal each other's crimes”, 

“Deliver each other from difficulty, whether right or wrong”, 

“Unduly favor Masonry in political action and in business matters” and 

“Freemasonry is a virtual conspiracy against both Church and State”. 

As best I can tell, most of these ‘conspiracy’ allegations are made without any accompanying evidence. However The Royal Arch Ritual does include the words 

“I Furthermore Promise and Swear, That I will assist a Companion Royal Arch Mason when I see him engaged in any difficulty, and will espouse his cause whether he be right or wrong.”

On the other hand the Entered Apprentice is charged... 

"to be exemplary in the discharge of your civil duties, by never proposing or countenancing any act which may have a tendency to subvert the peace and good order of society; by paying due obedience to the laws under whose protection you live, and by never losing sight of the allegiance due to your country... to practice the domestic and public virtues. Let Temperance chasten, Fortitude support, and Prudence direct you, and let Justice be the guide of all your actions. Be especially careful to maintain, in their fullest splendor, those truly Masonic ornaments, Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth." In the charge given to all Masons at the close of the meetings, it is emphasized again: "These generous principles extend further, for every human being has a claim upon your kind offices. Do good unto all." [9]  
 

The Oaths 
Much has also been said about the admittedly gruesome oaths taken as part of the Masonic initiation ceremonies, some of which are sworn “in the presence of God”. In the Ritual of the 18th Degree, the candidate says...

I, ..., in the presence of God, Creator of the universe, and calling upon these my brethren as witnesses, do upon this sacred book, most solemnly and sincerely promise that I will never illegally reveal any or either of the secrets or mysteries of or belonging to the several degrees of the Ancient and Accepted Rite from the first to the seventeenth both inclusive, which heretofore have been known by me, shall now, or may at any future time be communicated to me. [10]

Certainly no Mason swears to inflict the penalties himself, but calls them down on his own head should he break his solemn promises. There is absolutely no indication as to who is supposed to carry out the dreadful punishments, nor is there any indication that the punishments are self inflicted. It is also entirely possible that Masons of previous centuries believed that God Himself decreed disemboweling as punishment for betrayal as in the case of Judas. 

Additionally if, as it seems extremely likely, some aspects of Freemasonry originated with the Knights Templar (See Origins of Freemasonry above) it is entirely understandable as to why the penalties for betrayal of another Knight were so severe. The betrayed Knight(s) suffered far worse consequences. Having one’s tongue torn out may be beyond the furtherest dimensions that our minds are capable of reaching but this, and worse, was not unknown to the 14th Century Christian. In fact during the ‘Black Death’ the third offense for blasphemy was the loss of the tongue... (You had already lost your lips). 

For Templars in hiding, the violent penalties for breaking the oath made very good sense as it provided a measure of security in the fact that a person was willing (in the presence of God) be dealt with so cruelly rather than give up a brother, who would have possibly faced a worse fate.. 

So why, in this day and age, are the ancient oaths still kept alive especially since no modern day Mason can possibly believe that any of the ghastly retribution will ever fall on his head. (The worst that can happen today is expulsion from The Lodge) The only answer is tradition... A tradition, the origins of which are shrouded in the mists of antiquity, is mysterious, dramatic and, let’s face it, contributes towards the feeling that one is a member of a very special group. 

Many Christians claim that the Bible tells us not to swear at all… However this is not exactly true. In the words of the International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, often known as a standard by which other Biblical encyclopedias are measured

“The oath is the invoking of a curse upon one's self if one has not spoken the truth (Matthew 26:74), or if one fails to keep a promise (1 Samuel 19:6; 1 Samuel 20:17; 2 Samuel 15:21; 2 Samuel 19:23). It played a very important part, not only in lawsuits (Exodus 22:11; Leviticus 6:3, Leviticus 6:5) and state affairs (Ant., XV, x, 4), but also in the dealings of everyday life (Genesis 24:37; Genesis 50:5; Judges 21:5; 1 Kings 18:10; Ezra 10:5). The Mosaic laws concerning oaths were not meant to limit the widespread custom of making oaths, so much as to impress upon the people the sacredness of an oath, forbidding on the one hand swearing falsely (Exodus 20:7; Leviticus 19:12; Zechariah 8:17, etc.), and on the other swearing by false gods, which latter was considered to be a very dark sin (Jeremiah 12:16; Amos 8:14)….. Swearing in the name of the Lord (Genesis 14:22; Deuteronomy 6:13; Judges 21:7; Ruth 1:17, etc.) was a sign of loyalty to Him (Deuteronomy 10:20; I Samuel 48:11; Jeremiah 12:16). 

That oaths are permissible to Christians is shown by the example of our Lord (Matthew 26:63 f), and of Paul (2 Corinthians 1:23; Galatians 1:20) and even of God Himself (Hebrews 6:13-18). Consequently when Christ said, “Swear not at all” (Matthew 5:34), He was laying down the principle that the Christian must not have two standards of truth, but that his ordinary speech must be as sacredly true as his oath. In the kingdom of God, where that principle holds sway, oaths become unnecessary”.

The Zondervan Bible Dictionary says 
“By the time of Christ the OT law regarding oaths (Exodus 22:11) was much perverted by the scribes, and Jesus therefore condemned indiscriminate and light taking of oaths. The lawfulness of oaths is recognized by the apostles, who called on God to witness to the truth of what they said (2 Corinthians 11:31; Galatians 1:20).”

Additionally there are many oaths a Christian may be called on to make. Serving in the Armed Forces requires the soldier to be to swear he/she will support and defend the constitution, obey the President and all this according to the ‘regulations and uniform code of military justice. So help me God”. (Doesn’t UCMJ mandate the death penalty for some offences?). Courts of law also require a person to take the oath that they will “tell the truth, the whole truth .... SO HELP ME GOD”. God is called on to be a witness in both cases in spite of the fact that the military oath binds believer and non believer. All doctors take the Hippocratic Oath. While ministers often believe that Christians are forbidden to take an oath under any circumstances, they daily perform ceremonies in which the couple makes their vows in the sight of God and man. Can a Christian who believes oaths are wrong refuse to take one in a court of law, after graduating medical school or boot camp? I believe not and certainly not many seem to make a point of it..

In any case we have at least two examples of oaths taken in the New Testament

“Now concerning the things which I write to you, indeed, before God, I do not lie”. [Galatians 1:20]

“The angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised up his hand to heaven and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and the things that are in it, the earth and the things that are in it, and the sea and the things that are in it, that there should be delay no longer, but in the days of the sounding of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, the mystery of God would be finished, as He declared to His servants the prophets”. [Revelation 10:5-7]

Now how likely is it that Paul and the angel didn’t know they were never supposed to swear at all? 
 

The Name of God 
One of the more serious charges brought up against the Brotherhood lies in the Royal Arch ritual which is supposed to reveal the Supreme Being’s true name as Jahbulon (Yahbulon). The controversy has raged back and forth as to what this word means. (No one knows how the word Jahbulon was pronounced through many years of an oral tradition. The last syllable has been spelled on, om, or un). Critics say it is a compound word in four languages [Chaldee, Hebrew, Syriac, and Egyptian] all meaning God. Others claim the name is an amalgam of three gods worshipped in the ancient Middle East, 

Jah [Yahweh] the Hebrew name for God, 
Bel [Ba’al] the Babylonian god  
On thought to be Osiris the Egyptian god. 

Incidentally Ba’al is a Hebrew word which means Lord, and is more of a title than a name. It is very unclear how many different deities in the Old Testament were referred to by this name.


The Equilateral Triangle is an important symbol of the Holy Royal Arch Degree. As the story goes, the secret name of God was inscribed on an equilateral triangle on a gold plate in a hidden vault.. [The jewel of the Knight on the Ninth or Royal Arch alludes to this plate]. The history of the degree reads as follows. [Italics Added]

“Enoch, [sixth in descent from Adam] had a vision in which “The Deity appeared to him in visible shape, and said to him “Enoch, thou hast longed to know my true name: arise and follow me, and thou shalt know it.”

“Enoch accepted “his vision as inspiration” and built in the land of Canaan a “modest temple” to the Grand Architect. “Upon a triangular plate of gold, inlaid with precious gems, he engraved the ineffable (too great or extreme to be expressed or described in words) name of God and sank the plate into one face of a cube of agate.” A brass column also built by him was later found by Moses who “engraved the ineffable name upon a plate of gold and deposited it in the ark of the covenant [known only to Aaron, Joshua and the chief priests]. Later the Ark fell in a battle with the king of Syria, but the Israelites were led to it by a roaring lion with a “golden key in its mouth”. “Hence, upon the golden key worn by the treasurer, you see the initials of these words: “In arc leonis verbuminveni”. “In the lion’s mouth I found the word.””  [11]

There are several references to the “lost” word in the ritual of the 18th degree. For example 

"To respect the decrees of providence, to render worship to God alone, and with all humility and patience to endeavour to recover the Word." [12]

In the final analysis there is absolutely no consensus even among Masonic researchers as to the meaning of the word or even the word itself. For example...

Early French versions of the Royal Arch degree relate a Masonic legend, or allegory, in which Jabulon was the name of an explorer, living in the time of Solomon, who discovered the ruins of an ancient temple. Within the ruins he found a gold plate upon which the name of God (Jehovah) was engraved. The context of these rituals makes it quite clear that the two names are never equated, and the name of God is always spoken in reverence, just as it is in the fictional works Ben Hur and The Robe. As there are variants of this ritual different forms of the explorer's name are also found (Jabulum, Guibulum, etc.). [13]

I also found a web site outlining the Ritual for Exaltation into Royal Arch Chapter, which says the sacred name is Jehovah. They also state at the top of the page [in Dutch] that this ritual is most commonly used in England, with slight differences in the Netherlands. [14]

Incidentally Jehovah is not, and never has been the name of God. The term "Jehovah" is actually a erroneous reading of the Hebrew pronunciation of God, or YAHWEH, which is a proposed English reading of the name of the God in the Hebrew Old Testament. Ancient Hebrew contained no written vowels as distinct letters. The Scribes knew what vowels to use in the pronunciation of the words by the construction of the consonants, the context, and memory. It was written this way until the fifth century when the Masoretes added the vowels under the consonants in their version of the Old Testament known as the Masoretic Text. 

“The name of God in the Old Testament spelled YHWH, was considered holy, and was not to be read aloud. Instead, when the Hebrews came upon YHWH, they would say ADONAY, which means "Lord." In order to indicate this substitution, the Masoretes placed the vowels of ADONAY or the English equivalent of e, o, and a under the consonants of YHWH. Later Christian translators mistakenly combined the vowels of ADONAY with the consonants of YHWH producing the word "Jehovah." The term is recognized to be a late hybrid form never used by the Jews.” [15] 

A Description, Not A Name? Others contend that the words on the triangle are intended as a description of God, not His name, i.e. a compound of three Hebrew terms: Yah, I AM, which indicates eternal existence, bul, on high, in heaven and on, strength; pronouncing three aspects or qualities of Deity... Eternal Existence, Transcendence, and Omnipotence. But, considering the history of this part of the ritual and that many printed rituals refer to the letters on the triangle as a name, this is questionable. Although… 

“...there are many other rituals which stress that the circle contains the name of God, and the triangle contains descriptive words” [16] 

So for the record ... In Holy Writ God called Himself by a number of titles and names, none of which were Jahbuhlon or Jehovah. Nor is it even hinted at in the Bible that the Lord seeks to reveal His true name to only a chosen few. There is no ‘hidden knowledge in Christianity and no rites of passage to obtain knowledge more than ones peers, which is gnosticism not Christianity. [Gnostics believe that they have secret knowledge about God, humanity and the rest of the universe of which the general population is unaware]. 
 

Freemasonry and the Occult?
Manly P. Hall [1901-1990], a 33rd degree Mason [well known for his The Secret Teachings of All Ages: An Encyclopedic Outline of Masonic, Hermetic, Qabbalistic and Rosicrucian Symbolical Philosophy] was one of the early authors who claimed a pagan origin for Freemasonry. In his book entitled The Lost Keys of Freemasonry, he says that Freemasonry is not a material thing: it is a universal expression of the Divine Wisdom. 

"The Masonic order is not a mere social organization, but is composed of all those who have banded themselves together to learn and apply the principles of mysticism and the occult rites." 

Masonicinfo [17] says since Manly P. Hall wrote this book thirty one years before he became a Mason... 

“…It can easily be seen that the book represents merely the personal theories of a non-Mason” 
 he was a “self-avowed mystic and hardly a "leading authority" of Freemasonry”.  “His writings have not received official sanction by any Masonic body” 

Official Sanction? I thought no Mason spoke for any other Mason or Lodge, and that there was no central or unified authority… Perhaps I missed something here. But it really does not matter since the Masonicinfo viewpoint is apparently not shared by other Masons unengaged in ‘defending the faith’ so to speak. A reviewer on Amazon.com  [a Mason in Fairfax, VA] addresses the fact that Hall was not a Mason when he wrote the book… He says

“…I'll give him the benefit of the doubt, because, Mr. Hall's explanation of the meaning of the degrees, and previous mystic experiences, is one that seems quite valid as an interpretation and really more than valid, even highly inspiring and noble.” [K. D Kirk]

Other reviewers state 

“Manly P. Hall was not yet a Mason when he wrote this book, and yet he was able to clearly see 
the very essence of the Craft, and what it has come to mean in modern times. This is a beautiful essay which has inspired me to go back to my lodge after many years. ” [Scott Gaertner]

“It puts Freemasonry and the degrees in a light you probably won't get otherwise but every Master Mason should experience.” 

“He details some of the spiritual aspects of the hidden meanings of Masonry and the ancient 
origins from-which the modern fraternity receives its wisdom. The Foreword is by Reynold E. Blight, 33rd degree, K.T. & the illustrations are by J. Augustus Knapp, 32nd degree.... Obviously, this man is 
viewed as a Great, within the ranks of the Fraternity”. [Graham Lincoln]

Interestingly the book was also read by someone who describes himself as a “Fundamentalist Christian”, who ‘willingly admits he is no fan of Freemasonry’ but who brings up the fact that Hall “didn’t see a need to change anything in the book after becoming a Freemason’ [a very telling point]. He goes on to say 

“The book is considered today to be accurate, factual, and authoritative by many Masons to this day, even though a non-Mason (at the time) wrote it! The fact that his previous occult knowledge plus reading a few books on Masonry was enough background for him to write knowledgeably on the connection between Freemasonry and the occult mysteries should tell you something…” 

Furthermore
In an article called Is Masonry Occultic? author Hank Hanegraaff says... “Christian author John Weldon lists five ways in which Freemasonry fosters occultic involvement among its members: First, Freemasonry supports the now-popular New Age dictum that man houses within himself unlimited power that can be unlocked using specific procedures. Second, Freemasonry espouses a philosophy and a system of symbols which bear a striking resemblance to many of the occultic arts — for example kabbalism, Rosicrucianism, and hermetic philosophy. Third, Freemasonry encourages its members to discover the deeper significance (or “esoteric truths”) lying beneath its ceremonies and symbols. Fourth, Freemasonry promotes the development of altered states of consciousness, an exercise rooted in mysticism. Finally, a number of Masons regard their organization as the vehicle that will lead the world into an age of occultic enlightenment”. 

“Why are so many Masons unaware of this side of Freemasonry?,” one may well ask. The reason is that a large portion of Masons seldom strive to advance beyond the initial ranks or degrees offered within their organization. But as one progresses to higher degrees, more and more details about the underlying foundations of Masonic ideology are gradually revealed, including its occultic dimensions. It is therefore imperative that we warn others about the dangers brewing beneath the surface of the Masonic Lodge”.

While it may not be possible to investigate all the charges listed above, the first, second and third seem far from baseless.
 

1) The first allegation is that that man houses within himself unlimited power. The Kentucky Monitor says...

“The three really great rituals of the human race are the Prajapati ritual of ancient Hinduism, the Mass of the Christian Church, and the Third Degree of Masonry. Together they testify to the profoundest insight of the human soul: that God becomes man that man may become God!”  [18]
 

2) The second charge is that Masonry bears a striking resemblance to Occult Arts...

Kaballah: is the name of an occult philosophy and theosophy that developed among Jews in Babylonia, and later Italy, Provence, and Spain, between the sixth and thirteenth centuries A.D. The word “Cabala” means “to receive,” and refers to heavenly revelation received by Jews and passed on to succeeding generations through oral tradition Details]. 

The California Masons have a section on ‘Masonic Education’ on their site [freemason.org]. In the booklet for The Master Mason degree, a section entitled Kabbalistic Allusions of the Third Degree [The Master Mason Degree] states 

“Traditional Jewish mysticism known as Kabbala and particularly its use of Gematria often provides interesting clues to the interpretation of passages of Scripture. Since much of our ritual is derived from Scripture, many Masonic scholars see various Kabbalistic allusions throughout the rituals of Freemasonry.”   [19]

Mastermason.com talks about the Symbolism of the Master Mason Degree 

“After ceremonies in the first section which seem quite familiar, the candidate partakes of the central Mystery Drama of our Fraternity. The very nature of participating in this rite and assuming the role of the Grand Master Hiram Abiff is to forge a link with the inner soul of our Fraternity. And as our legend is completely and absolutely consistent with some of the august Mystery Schools of antiquity, we are communing with the archetypal forces that are the foundation of our tradition. And at least in some small way, we may momentarily forget who we were when we entered the Holy of Holies and realize who we really are”.

And goes on to speak of the “Qabalistic Allusions of the Third Degree” 

“The system of Traditional Jewish Mysticism known as Qabalah often provides important clues to 
the interpretation of passages of Scripture. Since much of our ritual is derived from Scripture, there 
are certain very interesting Qabalistic allusions throughout the rituals of Freemasonry…. Using the Qabalistic discipline of gematria, the Hebrew spelling of Hiram Abiff equals the number 273. So does the Hebrew word for “Hidden Light”. And the phrase found in Psalms 118:22 “the stone refused by the builders” also adds up to 273. Sometimes Gematria can cross languages, too. For example, the Greek word athanasia, which means “immortality,” also equals 273. From the standpoint of gematria, the message could not be clearer”. [20]

And a paper presented to the Allied Masonic Degrees Britannia Lodge #303, on March 3, 1996 by Thomas Worrell says...

A careful look at many of the rites and rituals of Freemasonry reveals that there is indeed much kabbalistic influence to be found there. Some of our rites have obvious kabbalistic influence, such as the 28th degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish rite which is called: "The Knight of the Sun". [21] 

The Letter “G”
The reason that the letter “G” is so prominently displayed in Masonic lodges is revealed to the candidate In The FellowCraft or second degree. They are told that “it is the initial of Geometry as well as the initial of the name of the Supreme Being”. The obvious question, to which even Masonic historians do not have all the answers, is why Geometry is given such an important place. Several theories have been put forth in Mastermason.com 

“…It is thought that the Egyptians became skilled at surveying because the annual flooding of the Nile obliterated boundary markers in their fields. They had to set out and calculate new boundaries each year. The Greeks named this skill Geometry, or “earth measurement…”

“Pythagoras and his Society, and later, Plato and his Academy, raised Geometry to a sacred science of discovering the nature of reality and through it the Deity. We have such statements from Plato as: “Geometry rightly treated is the knowledge of the eternal.” 

And also: “Geometry must ever tend to draw the soul towards the truth.” 

“There are some Masonic researchers who think that the letter “G” represents a little known method of Biblical interpretation known as gematria” [22]. 
 

Paganism
The Texas Monitor seems quite clear that Masonry is related to ancient paganism…

These [aspects and teachings of Masonry] were practiced from remote ages, in ancient temples of many nations....The most learned among Masonic scholars...conclude that Masonry is of very ancient origin, and is, in some aspects, the modern successor of, and heir to, the sublime Mysteries of the Temple of Solomon, and of the Temples of India, Chaldea, Egypt, Greece, and Rome, as well as the basic doctrine of the Essenes, Gnostics and other mystic Orders. [23] 

And advises that 

Every candidate for the Mysteries of Masonry, at the proper time and in an appropriate manner, should be taught the truth that the rite of Initiation means much more than a formal ceremonial progress through the Degrees... Initiation is to be attained only after real labor, deep study, profound meditation, extensive research and a constant practice of those virtues which will open a true path to moral, intellectual, and spiritual illumination. [24] 

Profound meditation? Spiritual illumination? That’s some fraternity!

Please Note: I have read that the monitors are “routinely revised to more clearly reflect the current beliefs of the jurisdiction” [David vs. Goliath. David S. Julian. Past Grand Musician, Free & Accepted Masons of Washington]. Apparently the Washington Monitor and Freemason's Guide has ‘already been through 17 revisions since 1976’ [ibid.] However this does not hold true for others. In a private e-mail, the Worshipful Master of a Lodge in Arizona says that their Monitor “was compiled in 1717 by a Presbyterian Minister” and hasn’t had any significant modifications since.
 


3) The Third Charge is that Freemasonry encourages its members to discover the deeper significance (or “esoteric truths”) lying beneath its ceremonies and symbols.

The web site of the California Masons says the following...

“The search for “that which was lost” is not necessarily for a particular word. Our search is a symbol for our feeling of loss or self-imposed exile from the Divine. The search is ultimately for Divine truth…. In the Craft lodges, there is a substitute for the true Word. Each initiate must ultimately seek out and find the true Word for himself, through his own individual efforts. Some Masonic scholars speculate that the names of the three ruffians provide a hint at the lost Word. Indeed, there is an allusion to the sacred syllable of the Vedic texts found in these names. Either way, the true Word is a symbol, or manifestation, of that higher order that maintains the world.” [25]  
Further emphasized by 

The Legend of Hiram Abiff 
comes into play in The Master Mason or third degree. Each man being initiated portrays Hiram in the ritual. In the legend Hiram Abiff, supposedly the principal architect of King Solomon's Temple, is unjustly murdered by fellow craftsmen [ruffians], buried and raised from the grave. [The story is said to have more in common with the mythological one of Osiris and Isis than with anything remotely Biblical]. 

Mastermason says

“Hiram Abiff is, in essence, identical with many of the Mystery School heroes. The drama of the Egyptian god Osiris began with his tragic death, the search for his body by Isis, its discovery and restoration. The Greek god Dionysus was attacked by the Titans. In the course of the fight he went through many transformations but was finally overcome. The Titans dismembered him, but in due time the goddess Rhea came to his aid and he rose glorious and entire. This formula is ancient. It is the concept of the sacred king, who in many instances is lame (which signifies his dedication), and is destined for sacrifice, that the earth might become regenerated and uplifted by divine power.”

Freemason.org talks of the experience [a rebirth] which makes the meaning of the mysteries clear. 

“The Hiramic legend has at its heart the slaying and symbolic restoration of an ideal of purity and order. Because the legend of the Grand Master Hiram Abiff is consistent with the teachings and rites of the Ancient Mystery Schools, the participant of the Masonic rite communes with the archetypal forces that are the foundation of human spiritual tradition. 

Initiation into the Ancient Mysteries was not simply a means of attaining intellectual knowledge, or “learning” (mathein in ancient Greek). Aristotle wrote that it was actually the “experience” (pathein), and not knowledge learned, that allowed the initiate to comprehend the secret meaning of the mysteries. This enlightening, transformative experience has generally been termed rebirth or renatus in Latin, and appears to be the central theme of the most important rituals of almost all the Ancient Mystery Schools as well as modern initiatic organizations. [Master Mason Handbook. The Hiramic Legend and Rebirth”. [26]

And (The word Sublime was emphasized in the original.)

“The Master Mason degree is the crown of the Ancient Craft lodge. It is the culmination of all that has been taught and revealed to the candidate in the two preceding degrees…. After having symbolically mastered the intellectual and philosophical arts and sciences and crossed the threshold from the outer to the inner, from the material to the spiritual, he became ready to be raised to the Sublime degree of Master Mason… Being raised to the Sublime degree refers to being exalted or elevated. It also means to undergo sublimation that, like distillation, requires a volatilization of a substance that rises and re-forms at a higher level. The significance of this degree is the portrayal of the removal of everything that keeps us from rising to that state where the soul communes with the Divine. It also represents a symbolic rebirth into the spiritual world, the true abode of the soul.” [27]

And in describing the aim of the ritual of the Master Mason degree the Monitor of South Carolina states…

“It was the single object of all the ancient rites and mysteries practiced in the very bosom of pagan darkness . . . to teach the immortality of the Soul. This is still the great design of the third degree of Masonry. This is the scope and aim of its ritual. The Master Mason represents man, when youth, manhood, old age, and life itself have passed away as fleeting shadows, yet raised from the grave of iniquity, and quickened into another and better existence. By its legend and all its ritual, it is implied that we have been redeemed from the death of sin and the sepulchre of pollution. . . . and the conclusion we arrive at is, that youth, properly directed, leads [us to the honorable and virtuous maturity, and that] the life of man, regulated by morality, faith, and justice, will be rewarded at its closing hour by the prospect of eternal bliss. . . The important design of the degree is to symbolize the great doctrines of the resurrection of the body and the immortality of the soul; and hence it has been remarked by a learned writer of our order, that the Master Mason represents a man saved from the grave of iniquity, and raised to the faith of salvation”. [28] 

The Lost Word

The focal point, around which this Degree’s allegory centers, is the legend of Hiram Abif. The lost word is perhaps the most important symbol of this allegory. A missing or lost word is a common motif in the histories of many ancient cultures, especially the ancient Hebrews. In Freemasonry the lost word has become a symbol of the never ending search for light, or truth, which is another way to say the search for unity or oneness with God. [29]  
How does any Christian Mason get around the words that the legend and ritual of the Master Mason implies that the initiate has “been redeemed from the death of sin” and that the “Master Mason represents a man saved from the grave of iniquity”? This is a lie of immense proportions and, symbolic or not, seeks to usurps the place and authority of the only one capable of redeeming a person from the power of death, No one has to be a Master Mason to be rewarded with eternal bliss, and going through the rituals of the Master Mason does not mean you will be saved. 


Albert Pike… Morals and Dogma [You Can’t Have It Both Ways]
An oft-quoted Mason, Albert Pike was a student of Harvard and Brigadier-General in the Confederate Army (A rather large statue of him stands in Judiciary Square Washington, DC). He was also leader of the Scottish Rite in the southern United States and the author of Morals and Dogma (out of print) published in 1871. (I have no idea whether Pike was a KKK member but this is beside the point).  In quoting Pike many that are opposed to Masonry call Morals and Dogma the ‘Masonic Bible’, which leads one to believe that it forms the core of the beliefs of the Lodge or at least exerts significant influence over Freemasonry today. 

However is this the case? While on the one hand, it is fairly apparent that many Masons have never heard of Pike, and very few have made their way through an obviously ponderous and very hefty (800+ pages) tome which, apparently rambles and is unlikely to be anyone’s idea of a spending a pleasant couple of hours on a rainy Saturday afternoon... . . 

On the other hand The Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry in Jacksonville, Florida in talking about the book A Bridge to Light by Dr. Rex Hutchens seems quite clear that M & D is the cornerstone of Freemasonry. They state that Dr. Hutchens …

“summarizes our Scottish Rite Degrees and assists in a ready understanding and appreciation of our Ritual. Also, it frequently returns to the great cornerstone of our Order, Albert Pike’s Morals and Dogma, by presenting eloquent quotations that clearly fix the meanings of each of the Degrees and places them within the context of the modern era… A copy of this book is provided to each new Fourteenth Degree initiate in the Southern Jurisdiction” [30].

By the way, Pike says in M & D

The first Masonic Legislator whose memory is preserved to us by history was Buddha, who, about a thousand years before the Christian era, reformed the religion of Manous. [31] 
 

Albert Pike and The Scottish Rite
The heart of continuity for the Masonic Craft is centered in the Ritual, a series of progressive degrees that are conferred by various Masonic organizations or bodies, each of which operates under the control of its own central authority. Albert Pike was single handedly responsible for rewriting the Ritual of the Scottish Rite. Note that Morals and Dogma and Pike’s revision of the Scottish Rite are separate works. 

While I reiterate that not many have ever read ‘Morals and Dogma’, many, many Masons go through the rites shaped by Pike…

“The Supreme Council of the Southern Jurisdiction recognizes in its fraternal relations 40 Supreme Councils and four National Grand Lodges practicing the Rites that include the Scottish rite, in different countries throughout the world”. [32]

While these numbers may not be exact... U.S. membership of the Scottish Rite Southern Jurisdiction (35 Southern states, headquartered in Alexandria, Virginia) is claimed at about 3.5 million, with about five million worldwide. That’s a lot of Masons. Numbers which could make Pike’s worldview very significant indeed. 

The Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry in Jacksonville, Florida talks about Pike’s revision of the Scottish Rite, saying that he...

“…retained the original titles, substance, and sequence. Out of his own great scholarship and knowledge of ancient philosophies, he added new substance and significance to the Degrees, which enhanced their importance. The Southern Jurisdiction has continued to use the basic Albert Pike Rituals. While the Rubrics permit variations in the manner of their rendition, the Degrees have remained otherwise relatively unchanged. The Pike versions are also widely, although not exclusively, used elsewhere. [34]

In fact, The Supreme Council and its Committee on Ritual and Ceremonial Forms has authorized Dr. Hutchens, 33°, Grand Cross,

“ to modernize the language, accent the significance, and enhance the dramatic performance of the Pike Degrees. The Revised Standard Ritual maintains the moral vision and philosophical integrity of the original Pike Degrees while making them more accessible to contemporary Brethren”. [35] Also 

Fred Kleinknecht who was active in the Supreme Council of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States as Grand Secretary for 18 years and as Sovereign Grand Commander for 18 years, presented a copy of the revised standard Pike ritual to the Supreme Councils of Prince Hall Scottish Rite Freemasonry” [36] 

Pike certainly had some interesting things to say about the Scottish Rite. In Transactions, 1870, p. 158, he stated: "Resorting to another method, I satisfied myself that many of the degrees were purposely constructed to conceal their meaning and the objects of those who used them as the means of union and organization Such, I believed, were the Fifteenth and Sixteenth, of the Knight of the East and princes of Jerusalem, but I could not fathom their meaning or detect the concealed allegory They seemed to teach nothing and almost to be nothing…

In the words of phoenixmasonry.org… 

“He set himself to study the Order, his enthusiasm keeping pace with his curiosity, in search of the real origin and meaning of its symbols. At last he found that Freemasonry is the Ancient Great Mysteries in disguise, it's simple emblems the repository of the highest wisdom of the Ancient World, to rescue and expound which became more and more his desire and passion. Here his words: "It began to shape itself to my intellectual vision into something imposing and majestic, solemnly mysterious and grand. It seemed to me like the Pyramids in the grandeur and loneliness, in whose yet undiscovered chambers may be hidden, for the enlightenment of the coming generations, the sacred books of the Egyptians, so long lost to the World; like the Sphinx, half-buried in the sands. In essence, Freemasonry is more ancient than any of the world's living religions. So I came at last to see that its symbolism is its soul."

Words that certainly should not give any Christian a warm feeling. So, since symbolism is the soul of Freemasonry, let’s examine some of the symbolism in the Scottish Rite... 
 

The Scottish Rite
The Jacksonville Scottish Rite Masonic Center makes two statements about the Rite.

“The Degrees of the Scottish Rite are one-act plays often staged with costume, scenery, special effects, and the full rigging of any production. Their purpose is to examine different philosophies, ancient religions, and systems of ethics. Through all of these, people have tried to answer certain universal questions. The Degrees of the [Scottish] Rite do not tell a person what he should think about these questions. Instead, they tell him about what great thinkers and civilizations of the past have thought, and they try to create a situation in which the candidate or Brother can gain insight.” [37]

“The moral truths that prevailed in Jerusalem, Athens, and Rome are just as valid, just as imperative in the digital 21st century. In his confidence in the reality of these principles, man has built his faith in the permanent value of moral truth. Here is to be found the basis of optimism, of faith in the free institutions, and of confidence in a civilization resting on ethical principles. No man can witness the Degrees of the Scottish Rite and be either a cynic or a pessimist. They renew his faith in God, in man, and in the process of history”. [38]

While the above high sounding rhetoric [defined as language designed to have a persuasive or impressive effect on its audience, but which is often regarded as lacking in sincerity or meaningful content] may impress the non-Christian, what is the world are different philosophies, ancient religions, and systems of ethics to do with the Christian? And what moral truths prevailed in the above mentioned civilizations? Let’s talk about the latter days of the Roman Empire...

“Burdensome regulation and taxes made manufacturing and trade unprofitable. Families were locked into hereditary trades and vocations allowing little if any vocational choice. Eventually, children were seen as a needless burden and abortion and infanticide became commonplace. In some cases, children were sold into slavery. Manners and social life fell into debauchery. Under Justinian, entertainment grew bawdier and more bizarre. Orgies and love feasts were common. Homosexuality and bestiality were openly practiced. Under Nero, Christians were blamed for the great fire in Rome and horribly persecuted”. [39]

And the ONLY moral truth that existed in Jerusalem were The Scriptures which haven’t changed since.

Besides which a large portion of the symbolism has... 
 

Connections to Ancient Egyptian Mythology
The Jacksonville Scottish Rite Masonic Center takes the site visitor on a ‘trip thru the various degrees’ including a summary of the degrees and a short explanation of the symbolism employed by each one. 

Much of the symbolism is a noxious pot-pourri of Egyptian and Greek mythology, astrological symbolism and twisted Biblical references. 

In the 6th Degree – “Intimate Secretary”

“The jewel is a triple-delta superimposed upon an equilateral triangle of gold. Each delta has a center design composed of one of the astrological signs for the Sun, Moon and Mercury. As explained in the degree summary, the form of the jewel is utterly derived from Pike's favorite source of Masonic Symbolism, the Pythagorean Tetractys.” [40].

In the 12th Degree – “Master Architect”

"In all the Scottish Rite Degrees thus far, the candidate has made twenty-one prescribed circuits around the altar; this degree adds seven for a total of twenty-eight. This practice, called circumambulation, is derived from the ancients and existed among the Romans, Semites, Hindus and others. It is thought to have been a rite of purification. … In Scottish Rite Masonry, this ancient symbol of purification is adopted to represent a renewal in virtue through the performance of duty”.

In the 17th Degree – “Knight of the East and West” 

a jewel is worn, suspended from a black ribbon. “The jewel is a heptagonal (seven-sided) medal, half gold and half silver or mother of pearl. These two colors are emblems of the sun and moon, themselves symbols of the Egyptian deities Osiris and Isis, who represent the generative and productive powers of nature, illustrated in Masonic Symbolism by the columns Jachin and Boaz as the active and passive forces manifested in nature (Morals and Dogma, p. 202). On one side are engraved, at the angles, the same letters as are on the capitals of the columns in the ceremony and possessing the same meaning, that of the last seven of the Sephiroth of the Kabalah. A star is over each. In the center, on the same side, is a lamb, lying on a book with seven seals, on which seals are, respectively, the same letters, though shown in this representation as the Roman equivalents. On the reverse side are two crossed swords, points upward; their hilts rest on an even balance. In the corners are the initials in Greek of the names of the Seven Churches (Revelation 2 and 3). [41]

In the 18th Degree – “Knight of the Rose Croix”

“The jewel is the compasses with points opened to sixty degrees and resting on the segment of a graduated circle. On the lower part, on one side, is an eagle, with his wings extended and head lowered. Among the Egyptians the eagle was the emblem of a wise man because his wings bore him above the clouds into the purer atmosphere and nearer to the source of light, and his eyes were not dazzled with that light. Since the eagle also represented the great Egyptian Sun god Amun-ra, it is a symbol of the infinite Supreme Reason or Intelligence… The rose was anciently sacred to the sun and to Aurora, Greek Goddess of the dawn. As a symbol of the morning light, it represents resurrection and the renewal of life, and therefore immortality. Together the cross and rose symbolize immortality won by suffering and sorrow.” [42]

In the 19th Degree “Grand Pontiff”

The “cordon” has embroidered on it “twelve stars and the Greek letters Alpha and Omega The stars upon it allude to the twelve gates of the New Jerusalem, the twelve signs of the Zodiac, the twelve fruits of the Tree of Life, the twelve tribes of Israel and the twelve Apostles” And goes on to say... 

“...distinctive ornament of this degree is the breastplate of the High Priest of ancient Israel with twelve different gems embedded in a 4 X 3 matrix”. [43] 
 

Daughters of Isis
There are organizations that are affiliated with Freemasonry that admit both Master Masons as well as non-Masons who have some relation to a Master Mason. These include ladies groups such as The Order of Eastern Star and Amaranth, and Youth Groups such as Triangle, Rainbow, Constellation, Job’s Daughters for girls, and Order of DeMolay for boys.

One of these affiliated bodies is The Imperial Court, Daughters of Isis. Yes, you heard me correctly… I said The Daughters of Isis. The home page of their ‘Imperial Court’ is embellished with Egyptian statues, while their history page states.. 

“The Imperial Court, Daughters of Isis, is an auxiliary of female family members of Prince Hall Shriners, and was formally organized at the annual session of the Ancient Egyptian Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, held in Detroit, Michigan, on August 24, 1910….

…The purpose of the Imperial Court, Daughters of Isis, is to unite the relatives of all members of the A.E.A.O.N.M.S. into one common bond of friendship, to practice charity and benevolence, and to inculcate honor and integrity as symbolized in the legend of the Egyptian queen, the goddess Isis.” [44]

Of all that I have read connected with Freemasonry, this nugget of information has totally disgusted me. Isis is a goddess in Egyptian mythology. One of five children of the Earth God Geb and Sky Goddess Nuit, she is the wife and sister of Osiris and mother of Horus, and was worshipped as the archetypal wife and mother. Let me say that again… Isis is a goddess in Egyptian mythology. 

A born again Christian woman is a DAUGHTER OF THE LIVING GOD and can have nothing to do with an Egyptian Deity, regardless of how symbolic and regardless of how much ‘charity’ they indulge in. Have you not read the superabundance of Scriptural warning to stay away from any contact at all with other gods? 

In Ezekiel 8 God called women weeping for Tammuz a great abomination. What do you think he would call a woman who refers to herself as a ‘Daughter of Isis’, and who prances around wearing headgear with an Egyptian goddess on it? Or do you imagine the God who will once more shake the Heavens and the Earth has gone soft, or changed His mind about what He does or does not consider an abomination? 

Note: the mode in which the rites of Tammuz were celebrated was essentially the same as the rites of Osiris. The weeping ceremony was connected with agricultural rites of Egypt where the priestesses acting the parts of Isis and Nepthys, mourned for the slain corn god Osiris.

However (believe it or not) it gets worse...
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The Ritual for the Daughters of Isis is said to be 

“Loosely based on the legends of the Egyptian goddess after whom the order is named, instead of being the usual milk-and-water Christianized version of a male ritual” [45]

In this ritual the candidate is “the nurse of the youthful Horus”, who “has escaped from the wrath of Typhon and desires to find refuge with the Daughters of Isis”. She is then instructed by Ill. Commandress to 

“… Kiss the Bible three times, the Koran once, the red stone once”.

For any born again Christian woman to be calling herself a daughter of Isis and kissing the Qur’an in the process is stepping way over a line. If this is resembles the ritual you participated in, you had better consider scrambling to get back on the right side of that line, which includes burning that obnoxious headgear before it is too late. Or I hope you have your feeble excuses well rehearsed when the Lord God asks you on judgement day why you kissed the Qur’an... That is assuming He even gives you the opportunity. 

In that day your church will not save you. Your charities will not save you. And be assured your lodge will not save you. 

 

The Shriners … [Ancient Arabic Order Nobles Mystic Shrine]
Who are the Shriners? 
The Shriners, A.A.O.N.M.S. or Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, established in New York City in 1870, is an appendant body to Freemasonry and are usually recognized by the red fezzes they wear. Their web site says there are “191 Shrine Temples, or chapters, located in the United States, Canada, Mexico and the Republic of Panama. Informal Shrine Clubs are located around the world” and that they are…

“A brotherhood of men...dedicated to fun and fellowship...but with a serious purpose. 

Shriners are distinguished by an enjoyment of life and a commitment to philanthropy. They enjoy parades, trips, dances, dinners, sporting events and other social occasions. They support what has been called the "World's Greatest Philanthropy," Shriners Hospitals for Children, a network of 22 pediatric specialty hospitals, operated and maintained by the Shriners. All children, up to 18 years old, may be eligible for treatment at Shriners Hospitals if they, in the opinion of the hospital's chief of staff, could benefit from the specialized care available at Shriners Hospitals. Eligibility is not based on financial need or relationship to a Shriner”. [46]

When I first heard about the Shriners I dismissed the name [Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine] as distasteful but probably harmless… more quirky than anything else. However a closer look reveals several ties to the Muslim world, starting with their...

History: “New York physician Walter M. Fleming and actor Billy Florence, both Masons, created the Shrine fraternity in the late-19th century. According to Shrine legend, Florence chose the Arabian theme after attending an Arab diplomat’s party in France. Party guests became members of a secret society after an ornate ceremony. Florence made note of the ceremony’s pageantry, and later worked with Fleming to create Shrine rituals, titles and costumes that followed suit. The founders thought giving the fraternity a bit of mystery would help draw new members”. [47]

The “Mecca Temple”, complete with a high priest & prophet, was the first Shrine Temple founded in New York City on September 26 1872 [Mother Mecca Welcomes You]. 

With the outstanding exception of one ‘Aloha Shrine’, many of the names of the Shrine Temples have connections with the Muslim world. For example they have the Al Koran Shriners in Broadview Heights, Ohio, the Medinah Shriners in Addison, Illinois, the Mohammed Shriners in Peoria, Illinois, the Moslem Shriners in Southfield, Michigan and the Wahabi Shriners in Jackson Mississippi.   Not forgetting the Osiris Shriners in Wheeling, West Virginia. 

The Fez: The headgear of the Imperial Council of the Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine is the Fez decorated with crescent, star and scimitar. The fez was chosen as part of the Shrine's Arabic (Near-Eastern) theme, around which the color and pageantry of the Shrine are developed. 

The Crescent was adopted as the Jewel of the Order. Though any materials can be used in forming the Crescent, the most valuable are the claws of a royal Bengal Tiger, United at their Base in a gold setting. In the center is the head of a sphinx and on the back are a pyramid, an urn and a star. The Jewel bears the motto, "Robur et Furor" which means "Strength and Fury". Today, the Shrine emblem includes a scimitar from which the crescent hangs, and a five-pointed star beneath the head of the sphinx. [48] While the crescent moon and star symbol pre-dates Islam by several thousand years it is an internationally-recognized symbol of the faith of Islam, featured on the flags of several Muslim countries including Algeria, Pakistan, Turkey etc.


Shriner's Greeting:  
According to the Cairo Shriners site, Dr. Fleming and his colleagues formulated the salutation used today by Shriners, which they spelled as "Es Selamu Aleikum!". However Es Salaam Aleikum or may peace be upon you, the response to which is Wa Aleikum Es Salaam (and upon you) is an ancient and very common greeting in the Arab world.

“Dr. Fleming and his colleagues also formulated a salutation used today by Shriners - "Es Selamu Aleikum!" - which means, "Peace be with you!" In returning the salutation, the gracious wish is "Aleikum Es Selamu," which means "With you be peace”.

Additionally a reading of the Rituals of the Prince Hall Shriners leaves the mind reeling. Note: that I do not know if any of the same format is followed by any other than the Prince Hall Shriners. 

Excerpts from the Ritual of The Prince Hall Shriners

Illustrious Potentate: “In the name of God, our Father, and by the existence of Allah, the creed of Mohammed, and the legendary sanctity of the Temple of Mecca, I now proclaim this Temple regularly opened for business and ceremony, and hereby forbid any discord that might mar our mystic rites.

Candidate [repeating after the Illustrious Potentate]” I, ... of my voluntary desire, uninfluenced and of free accord, do here assume, without reserve, the obligation of the Nobility of the Mystic Shrine, as did the elect of the Temple at Mecca, the Moslem and the Mohammedan. I do hereby, upon this Bible, and on the mysterious legend of the Koran, and its dedication to the Mohammedan faith, promise and swear and vow on the faith and honor of an upright man…. And upon this sacred book, by the sincerity of a Moslem’s oath, I here register this irrevocable vow, in wilful violation whereof may I incur the fearful penalty of having my eyeballs pierced to the center with a three-edged blade, my feet flayed and I be forced to walk the hot sands upon the sterile shores of the Red Sea until the flaming sun shall strike me with livid plague; and may Allah, the God of Arab, Moslem and Mohammed, and the God of our fathers, support me to the entire fulfillment of the same. Amen, Amen, Amen.”

Prince Hall Shrine Lecture on Initiation 

Nobles, you have just completed your rugged trek across the hot sands of the desert in search of the great Moslem capital, Mecca, which unfolds in the wilderness of the Arabian desert, halfway between Yemen and Syria. This city in which you now stand is the Holy City of Islam…. In the heart of this city is the great Mosque, BAIT ALLAH (House of God) (the Altar), which is situated, according to Arab tradition, in the center of the world and immediately beneath the throne of the Almighty. Upon the BAIT ALLAH, Altar, are a Bible and Koran. The Koran is the unique history of our founder Mohammed…. start anew as one who is now a member of the Nobility in the courtyard of Allah. [49]
 

Christian Shriners... If a simple reading of the Scriptures has not made clear to you that the God you profess to serve is a jealous God, one that will brook no association with false gods, then there is something very, very wrong with your understanding of the Great Architect. If you agree to be “a member of the Nobility in the courtyard of Allah” [whether symbolic or otherwise] you may as well take that Bible down from your so called altar and burn it, for all the good it is going to do you. And even if the above section of the Ritual is not anything like the Ritual you participated in, there is absolutely no excuse for traipsing around in a Fez that has the star and crescent on it, and even less for belonging to an organization that calls one of their ‘branches’ the Mohammed Shriners. 

Once again I repeat what I said to the Daughters of Isis above.. Your charitable works will not save you, your circus will not save you, your lodge will not save you and that red fez is not going to look quite as perky in hell. The only "Strength and Fury" you will see will be in the form of a very angry God. It is a pity that the Imperial High Priest and Prophet [part of the 13-member body that helps govern the Shriners] hasn’t prophesied what happens to those who call Him Lord, Lord, but do not do the things He said.  
 

Other Rituals [50]

Daughters of the Nile
The ritual involves a Princess Badoura (from The Arabian Nights?). Although the ritual was not near as 
bad as that of the Shriners it is said to be according to ancient Egyptian rites and refers to the river Nile as a  “sacred” river. 

P.B.: It is Her Majesty’s order that you enter this Temple, Daughters of the Nile, and be received according to ancient Egyptian rites and ceremonies.
 
Ancient Arabic Order of Daughters of the Sphinx 
There are three degrees the Order of Daughters of Sphinx... The Fraternal, Queen Esther and Sphinx Degrees. In The Test Lecture on the Sphinx (3rd) Degree, the following transpires… 

Question: Have you an emblem of this Order?

Answer: I have, and it is a crescent and a star attached to the crescent and a sword over the crescent.

It is further stated that... 

“The crescent represents peace, friendship and power. The crescent is an emblem that is used in Turkey and other Oriental countries, in numerous religious denominations.”

Later in the ritual the Most Worthy Grand Matron places a wreath of flowers on the candidate’s head stating that it is 

“a peculiar emblem of the Order because of the lasting nature of its bloom. The wreath was regarded by many of the Ancients as the symbol of immortality and the possession of its early blossom inspired the belief that the soul would enjoy eternal rest in the realms of the celestial home, and now, as an additional memento to confirm our friendship, we crown you with the emblem of the crown of life… There is no death to the pure and loving. May your admission to the land Celestial and Everlasting be sure… may your ransomed spirit be crowned with the never-ceasing favor of Almighty God.” 
 

The Order of the Rainbow
In the Initiation ritual of The Order of the Rainbow for Girls, described as a “non-profit character building, service oriented organization” for girls ages 11-20/21. “The seven colors of the Rainbow represent seven teachings that each member receives on her journey toward the pot of gold”. The FAQ’s page on their 
site states that “Nothing in Rainbow - meetings or activities - will ever be contrary to basic Christian teachings”. However…

At an early stage in the ritual one question and answer are as follows...

Worthy Advisor: “Worthy Associate Advisor, what is the symbol of this Assembly?” 
Worthy Asso. Adv. rises on being addressed: “The Rainbow in the heavens spanning from the North to the South.” 
Worthy Advisor: “What does it symbolize?” 
Worthy Asso. Adv.: “The ancient promise of God to His people that He will never again destroy the world.” 

Which is complete falsehood. There is no place in Scripture that has God promising to never destroy the world again. The rainbow was His sign that He would never again destroy the world BY WATER. 

“And I will establish my covenant with you; neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth” (Genesis 9:11). 

On the contrary He is going to destroy this world one more time…

For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will. [Matthew 24:21]

And His voice shook the earth then, but now He has promised, saying, "Yet Once More I Will Shake Not Only The Earth, But Also The Heaven." [Hebrews 12:26]

“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea”. [Revelation 21:1]

Later the Sister of Religion says...

“We would impress upon you the beauties of Religion as exemplified by its Great Author, whose life was one of gentleness and kindness. He never brought a tear to the eye, or an ache to the heart of any one because of any act of His. He was gentle and forgiving. Finding those who were troubled or who had sinned, He forgave them, for He came not to call the righteous but the sinner to repentance”.

There is so much wrong with this sentence that it would take a separate article to deal with it. For starters Jesus spoke far more about Hell than He did about Heaven and His inclusiveness was not of the “come as you are” sort. Jesus offered new, transformed life in the kingdom of God, not acceptance of all people as they were in their sinful state. Jesus preached some very inflexible messages saying that ...those who do iniquity would spend eternity in the fiery furnace (Matthew 13: 37-42) where the worm never dies (Mark 9:48).

Returning to the Ritual...

Worthy Advisor: “On the Altar before you is the Holy Bible. It is the rule of right living for all. Its heroines are those who in the past have stood for the Trinity of Home, Church and Nation, and whose courageous deeds have ever graced the pages of human history.

I would be very, very curious to know what hat people pull these soppy/sentimental/feel-good completely fictitious statements from. Certainly not Scripture, that never even hints that its heroines stood for “the Trinity of Home, Church and Nation” 

Freemasonry and God 

Belief In ‘God’ 
A non-negotiable prerequisite to become a Mason is the belief in ‘God’. Most Lodges do not specify which god and the candidate is never required to say what god he believes in [Some require a profession of Christ or belief in the Trinity. See Christian Lodges below]. In the first place it is baffling as to why a fraternity claiming to be non religious would require any such thing. In the Old Charges ‘no stupid atheist’ could become a Mason. The answer is again to be found in the History of Freemasonry. . 

When the Knights Templar were forced into hiding by a three pronged enemy (the Catholic Church, the King of France and The Hospitallers), they were hunted mercilessly. Members who were caught were subject to the most horrible tortures and they very lives depended on their underground organization and other Knights. (This is also the reason for the secret signals, the use of the word ‘Lodge’, the oath not to have anything to do with another Knight’s wife and female relatives etc. etc.) When a man was admitted to the Lodge he was required to take the ‘blood oath’ to never betray another Knight. However an oath by a man who did not believe in God was of no value. The one time warrior monks could only trust in an oath made by a man who was well aware and afraid of the penalties of hell.

In the light of the history the requirement of faith in a Deity makes perfect sense... and it is probably true that tradition has also played an important part in the continuation of this precondition. If the Lodge is a fraternity, not a religion, then this precondition is closely akin to joining a local club which requires, for some strange reason, that you have to believe in God to play tennis on its lawns. 
However the million dollar question to be asked at this juncture is....


Is Masonry a Religion?
Again the answer to this question is going to depend on whom you talk to. Masons claim that it is NOT a religion but a Fraternity, with many Christians claiming otherwise. 

Part of the problem lies in how one defines ‘Religion’. While many scholars can, and do, get into long and esoteric discussions on What "Religion" is and how it can be defined, most of the rest of us consider it to be interchangeable with faith or belief system.. Usually a personal faith in, and beliefs about whatever we may consider the divine. It usually relates to the existence and worship of a deity [or deities] and divine involvement in the universe and human life. 

Masons will argue that they are neither sectarian nor theological. However, religion is not necessarily sectarian nor does it have to involve formal theological teachings [the study of the nature of God and religious belief] but can simply be the belief in and worship of God. 

“The belief in and worship of a superhuman controlling power, especially a personal God or gods” [iFinger dictionary]

“The service and worship of God or the supernatural” [Merriam-Webster Online]

“People’s beliefs and opinions concerning the existence, nature, and worship of a deity or deities, and divine involvement in the universe and human life” [MSN Encarta]

“The belief in and worship of a god or gods, or any such system of belief and worship” [Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary]

“a] belief in a divine or superhuman power or powers to be obeyed and worshiped as the creator(s) and ruler(s) of the universe. b] expression of such a belief in conduct and ritual” [yourdictionary.com].

However MasterMason.com tells us that…

“The Scottish Rite is wholly non-sectarian. It is deeply religious in character, but in the same sense that Symbolic Masonry is religious - it teaches religion, not a religion” 

And

“Later, matters wholly new to Master Masons are taken up, and a wealth of philosophy, religion, and knowledge made available for the postulant.” [51]

Even the non-theological argument is contradicted in this explanation of the symbolism of the 14th Degree “Perfect Elu”

“The jewel is a pair of compasses, opened upon a quarter of a circle, and surmounted by a pointed crown. Within the compasses is a medal, representing on one side the sun, and on the other a five-pointed star… The sun as the source of light to our system was once worshiped as a god. The star as a type of the myriad suns that light other countless systems of worlds is an emblem of that Masonic Light in search of which every Mason travels - the correct knowledge of the Deity and of His laws that control the universe”. [52]

This may come as a surprise to you, but you only have to travel as far as the nearest Bible for a “correct knowledge of the Deity”. Nothing you can do, no quest you can embark on, and no knowledge you can seek to obtain can add to that which He has chosen to reveal about Himself. 

MasterMason.com makes the following statement… strange words for a ‘non-religious’ organization. 

“The central piece of furniture in the Lodge is the Altar” which “symbolizes the presence of Deity” and “The Altar is the point on which life in our Masonic Lodges is focused and it should be accorded the highest respect.” [53] 

Incidentally Kneeling At The Altar goes on to say the Worshipful Master’s station in the East is likened to the sun rising in the East to shed light on the world. The Brethren "approach the East in search of light." And astonishingly… 

 “The wisdom of the Master is said to flow from his station in the East to the Altar.  Thus, one should never cross between the Master’s Station and the Altar when a Lodge is in session”

The wisdom of the Master flows from his station in the East to the Altar??? Wow!

The Lodge System of Masonic Education, Booklet 1, pg. 11, says this... 

"Every Mason must believe in God and in the immortality of the soul. The Volume of sacred Law must be open on every Lodge Altar. A candidate takes his Obligations upon his knees. Before engaging in any important undertaking a Mason seeks aid and guidance through prayer from the Sovereign Grand Architect of the Universe. This is religion, but it is not a religion. It is faith, but it is not a faith confined to any one creed. It is worship, but it is not a worship chained to any one Altar. In the great words of the First Book of Constitutions it is the religion in which all good men agree. It is the ground which underlies all religions, all churches, all creeds..."

Apart from the fact that the quotes above contradict the non-religion bit, I hope all Christians can see the problems with the words in bold directly above. There is no such thing as a “the ground which underlies all religions”.

Grand Lodge of British Columbia and Yukon in Anti-masonry Frequently Asked Questions makes the following statements 

“Freemasonry seeks no converts. Freemasonry has no dogma, cosmology, eschatology or theology. Freemasonry offers no sacraments or ritual of worship, nor does it claim to lead to salvation by any definition”.

“Freemasonry is not a religion and promotes no doctrine or dogma. The "search for light" found in Freemasonry is a reference to a quest for knowledge, not salvation. Freemasonry promotes a hope in resurrection, but it does not teach a belief about resurrection. The first is faith, the second is religion”

“The ritual makes reference to "a vital and immortal principle" found within the perishable frame, and a hope that we will ascend to "those ethereal mansions above." But these are poetical allusions and do not constitute a doctrine of belief imposed on candidates.” [54]

In reference to the “quest for knowledge” above, my question would be... knowledge about what? The quest for the conventional (academic) forms of knowledge is usually undertaken at school, universities or other institutes of higher learning. As far as I know the Brotherhood does not teach biology, medicine or physics.. So what kind of ‘knowledge’ are we talking about here? Spiritual perhaps?

In any case whether Freemasonry is or is not a religion cannot be defined by what individual members believe. The issue has to be decided on the ritual itself. Albert Mackey made some interesting points when he said... 

“On the contrary, we contend, without any sort of hesitation, that Freemasonry is, in every sense of the word, except one, and that its least philosophical, an eminently religious institution- that it is indebted solely to the religious element it contains for its origin as well as its continued existence, and that without this religious element it would scarcely be worthy of cultivation by the wise and good. . . . We open and close our Lodges with prayer; we invoke the blessing of the Most High upon all our labors; we demand of our neophytes a profession of trusting belief in the existence and the superintending care of God; and we teach them to bow with humility and reverence at His awful name, while His Holy Law is widely opened upon our altars. Freemasonry is thus identified with religion” [55]

While it may be argued that Albert Mackey lived a long time ago and his words are not incumbent upon modern day Masons, the facts in the above paragraph are inescapable, no matter who said them and how long ago.. Interestingly 

... On October 3rd 2007 a California court of appeals suggested Freemasonry may rank with Christianity, Judaism and Islam as an official form of "religious exercise," "We see no principled way to distinguish the earnest pursuit of these (Masonic) principles ... from more widely acknowledged modes of religious exercise," the statement said... The court concluded that "chief" Masonic principles include "the reverence of a Supreme Being and the embrace of other forms of religious worship.".. The court's statement countered a lower court's opinion that "the `Freemason' organization is (not) a religion." [56] 

Is Freemasonry Compatible With Christianity?

I Am
During the ceremonies of the Masonic ritual for the Royal Arch degree, the following questions are asked by the ‘high priest’ and answered by the captain of the host, or any other officer that is qualified. [57] 

Q. Companion captain of the host, are you a royal arch Mason?

A. I am that I am.

It is impossible for me as a Christian to overcome the blatant disrespect, nay sacrilege of the above. God used the words I am, that I am to identify Himself when Moses asked for his name (Exodus 3:14). To hear a human being willfully and knowingly use the same phrase to identify himself is beyond understanding and tolerance. 
 

Salvation
Returning to the statement made by the Grand Lodge of British Columbia and Yukon regarding Freemasonry not offering any sacraments or ritual of worship, nor claiming to lead to salvation by any definition [Bearing in mind that the commonly held definition of salvation is preservation or deliverance from destruction, difficulty, or evil with promise of an afterlife].. 

Master Mason Degree
As explained on various Masonic sites, the 3rd Degree has a great deal to do with the hope of resurrection and immortality. Remembering that it is men from a variety of faiths and belief systems that go through this ritual, there is little question that the symbolism implies that a person is redeemed from the death of sin. 

“There are many interpretations of this degree and each one is true. But essentially it is a drama setting forth the truth that though a man withers away and perishes, there is always a part of him which never dies. [58]

 “In its Second Section the Sublime Degree departs from the familiar. Instead of being concerned with moral principles and exhortations, as is the first degree, or with architecture and learning, as is the second, it answers the cry of Job, "If a man die, shall he live again?" … As a whole the degree is symbolical of that old age by the wisdom of which "we may enjoy the happy reflections consequent on a well-spent life, and die in the hope of a glorious immortality." But it is much more than that. It is at once the universal and yearning question of man throughout all ages and its answer. To teaches no creed, no dogma, no religion; only that there is a hope of Immortality; there is a Great Architect by whose mercy we may live again, leaving to each brother his choice of interpretations by which he may read the Great Beyond.” [59]

Both the above statements fly in the face of Christianity. There is NO hope of immortality for the non-Christian, since God has already told us how to reach the “Great Beyond”, and not given us any “choice of interpretations”.

“It teaches of the power - and the powerlessness - of evil. For those who are happy in a belief in the resurrection of the physical body, the Sublime Degree has comfort. For those whose hope is in the raising only of that spiritual body of which Paul taught, the degree assures of all the longing heart can wish.” [60] 

The quote directly above is slightly ambiguous since, for the record, Paul did teach the resurrection of the body … 

"If Christ be preached, that he rose again from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen again. And if Christ be not risen again, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain" (1 Corinthians 15:12-21.). 

 “And not only so, but ourselves also, who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for our adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body” (Romans 8:23). 

A brief description of the 19th degree (Grand Pontiff) says 

“…proclaims the spiritual unity of all who believe in God and cherish the hope of immortality, no matter what religious leader they follow or what creed they profess. It is concerned primarily with the perennial conflict between light and darkness, good and evil, God and Satan”. [61]

In a prayer offered in this degree, The Thrice Potent says

"Give us Faith that we shall see the New Jerusalem, that we may receive commendation for our works, and join in singing with the innumerable throng that surrounds thy throne, Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Sabaoth!" …. “Give us Hope for the salvation of the soul, and aid us in the struggle for the perfection of our intelligence, and in the advancement of man toward a true, understanding of thy will”. [62]

In the 28th degree of Scottish Rite Freemasonry, the initiate is told that

"The true Mason [is one] who raises himself by degrees till he reaches heaven" and that one of his duties is "To divest self of original sin ..." 
 

The All-Seeing Eye
Every Masonic manual explains the symbol of the All-Seeing Eye... 

“The All-Seeing Eye who pervades the innermost recesses of the human heart will reward us according to our works.”

In talking about balloting (done with white and black cubes) both The Iowa Masonic Library and Masonic world say 

“No man will know what we do; no eye will see, save that All Seeing Eye that pervades the innermost recesses of our hearts, and will, so we are taught, reward us according to our merits. [63] 

Notwithstanding the fact that the Lodge makes no claim to teach a doctrine of belief, nor are the above words specifically under the heading Salvation, they do say “the true Mason” raises Himself by degrees to Heaven. No matter how many verbal gymnastics you engage in, no matter how much you skirt the issue… Getting to Heaven is Salvation. 

And here I will repeat a paragraph I quoted in the legend of Hiram Abiff (above).

“It was the single object of all the ancient rites and mysteries practiced in the very bosom of pagan darkness. . . to teach the immortality of the Soul. This is still the great design of the third degree of Masonry. This is the scope and aim of its ritual. The Master Mason represents man, when youth, manhood, old age, and life itself have passed away as fleeting shadows, yet raised from the grave of iniquity, and quickened into another and better existence. 

By its legend and all its ritual, it is implied that we have been redeemed from the death of sin and the sepulchre of pollution . . .  and the conclusion we arrive at is, that youth, properly directed, leads [us to the honorable and virtuous maturity, and that] the life of man, regulated by morality, faith, and justice, will be rewarded at its closing hour by the prospect of eternal bliss. . . The important design of the degree is to symbolize the great doctrines of the resurrection of the body and the immortality of the soul; and hence it has been remarked by a learned writer of our order, that the Master Mason represents a man saved from the grave of iniquity, and raised to the faith of salvation”. [28] 

What was that again? “We have been redeemed from the death of sin” and “the Master Mason represents a man saved from the grave of iniquity, and raised to the faith of salvation”.

The Indiana Monitor and Freemason's Guide says

“The covering of a Lodge is a clouded canopy, or star-decked heaven, where all good Masons hope at last to arrive. . .” [64]

“. . . As Fellow Crafts, we should apply our knowledge to the discharge of our respective duties, to God, our neighbors and ourselves, so that in age, as Master Masons, we may enjoy the happy reflections consequent on a well-spent life, and die in the hope of a glorious immortality.” [65] 

This is not only salvation, but salvation by works/character development, in complete contradiction to the Christian faith and forever condemns the one who believes it. Have the Christians involved ever ensured that the men involved in this ritual know that this part of the Ritual is a lie [okay … a poetic allusion] and it is not possible to raise oneself by degrees into Heaven and that all good Masons will not get to a star decked Heaven? At the very best how can any Christian Mason take the chance that his non-Christian ‘fellows’ may actually believe the words in their guides and rituals and lose their souls?

A Fraternity? If you insist! But a fraternity that often treads very dangerous ground, making radical statements such as...

"It is the Great Light of Masonry which unfolds the beauties of God's Eternal Truth." (Kentucky Monitor, p. 11). 

I am afraid not. Again this rhetoric is so totally meaningless and so untrue as to be almost laughable (if it were not such a serious matter). 
Born Again

"There you stood without our portals, on the threshold of this new Masonic life, in darkness, helplessness, and ignorance. Having been wandering amid the errors and covered over with the pollutions of the outer and profane world, you came inquiringly to our doors, seeking the new birth, and asking a withdrawal of the veil which concealed the divine truth from your uninitiated sight. And here, as with Moses at the burning bush, the solemn admonition is given, 'Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.' Ceremonial preparations surrounded you, all of a significant character, to indicate to you that some great change was about to take place in your moral and intellectual condition. There was to be not simply a change for the future, but also an extinction of the past; for initiation is, as it were, a death to the world and a resurrection to a life." [66]

Not only is the first statement religious, it is also completely false. The only Eternal Truth we have about God is to be found in His revelation about Himself... the Bible. NOT in the Masonic Lodge or anywhere else. 

The second statement is equally reprehensible... A New Birth? The Masonic Lodge withdraws the veil concealing the divine truth? To be perfectly clear... there is ONE new birth and that is the one spoken of by Jesus and the Holy Spirit is the one that reveals truth.

“When He, the Spirit of Truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth” (John 16:13). 

[Note: The Kentucky monitor may not contain these statements any longer, but it did.. not so long ago].

Again in a private e-mail I was reminded by a Freemason that

“Freemasonry does not tell you how to get to heaven, it simply reminds you that unless you lead a morally-principled life, you won't”. 

Which is true for the Christian Mason, but is NOT true for the Non-Christian one. A “morally-principled” life will not do squat for him in terms of heaven. In fact the differences between Christianity and Freemasonry is a chasm deeper and wider than the universe itself…
 

The Lambskin
The instruction concerning a lambskin which is found in the Ritual book of all the Lodges in all 50 states. Although it may be placed in different rituals in the manuals of different states, it has little, if any, material difference.

“The Masonic symbol of the lambskin or white leather apron is explained, in part, to each candidate as follows: "The lamb has in all ages been deemed an emblem of innocence; he, therefore, who wears the lambskin as a badge of Masonry, is thereby continually reminded of that purity of life and conduct, which is essentially necessary to his gaining admission into the Celestial 
Lodge Above, where the Supreme Architect of the Universe [God] presides”. [67] 
There is nothing inherently wrong with the lambskin as a symbol of purity of life and conduct and, for the Christian, it is perfectly true that without these attributes [which the Bible calls righteousness] no one, regardless of how ‘saved’ they think they are, is ever going to gain admittance in to the Celestial Lodge Above... Heaven in more mainstream terminology. However this rite [if rite is the proper word] is NOT limited to Christians. To tell a non Christian that purity of life and conduct is going to gain him admittance into Heaven is doing him a great wrong, since it is completely untrue. And one wonder where this practice originates.. 

The apron as a mark of distinction has been found in many similar organizations of initiatory nature including the Essenes and the Mythraic Mysteries, and has been conspicuous on statues of some Egyptian and Greek deities. [68]

And make no mistake... the church does not get off the hook here. Current evangelism has made a career of misleading people with their many and varied versions of Easy Christianity. 

In a thoroughly civil [for a change] even pleasant correspondence with The Worshipful Master of Apache Lodge No. 69 Free & Accepted Masons and Knight Templar in Arizona, he told me... [I have his permission to quote him with the understanding that ... “no one person or group in Freemasonry has the authority or right to speak for any or all Masons, not me as Master of my Lodge, not the Grand Master of a State or Country and not Albert Pike over a hundred years ago”]. 

“Could a Brother take that paragraph and think without further instruction that gaining admission into Heaven is dependent upon his "rectitude of conduct" and "purity of life". He could I suppose, if we claimed to be a Religion and if we were in the process of giving Religious instructions. However, we are not - we are just a Fraternity. We make no claims otherwise. In fact, in the States I am familiar with - we go out of the way to make sure the candidate understands that we are not a Religion and that we will not interfere with nor supplant any Duty which he owes to his Religion or God”.

“One trusts that the Brother's religious instruction and that his personal relationship with God is one so that the paragraphs in our Rituals that encourages him to live a good and upright life to the best of his ability and to avoid excess and vice will not detract from his salvation”.

“Once we leave the Lodge Sanctum and retire to the rec hall or parking area, I personally tell each initiate that the ceremonies were not a Religion and they in no way insure eternal life or salvation - and, that I would be happy to discuss my faith with them outside of the Lodge if they wished”. 

While I am glad to hear of someone telling the initiate that the ceremonies in no way ensure salvation,  the lodge in question is one of those where “one must profess his faith in The Christ as Lord to complete his orders” [details below]. Therefore one can hope that the person’s religious beliefs is on solid ground...  But what about the others? What about the hundreds of lodges where no one speaks openly to the initiate and where it is possible that men who have not heard the Gospel may take the words of the rite literally. 

It is claimed over and over again that Freemasonry is NOT a religion... A claim that I certainly am very willing to accept if someone can explain to me what in the world a fraternity is doing telling people how to get to ‘Heaven’? 

And we are back to the definition of ‘Religion’ which has already been touched on above. 

The Death of a Mason
Some of the Masonic Memorial Services contain words that would be quite appropriate at a Christian’s funeral. However remember that these words are spoken at the services of ANY Mason whether he be Jew, Muslim or Buddhist. It is hard to escape the fact that this terminology indicates a belief that the practicing Mason will attain Heaven regardless of belief. While I do not know if this wording accurately reflects the Monitors currently in use [some have been revised] it may be well to check. 

"So, in the bright morning of the world's resurrection, your mortal frame, now laid in the dust, shall again spring into newness of life, and expand in immortal beauty in realms beyond the skies." (Kentucky Masonic Monitor, page 180)
"He [deceased] has passed out of the love of human hearts to a higher, better love; out of the dim lights of the lodge on earth to the brighter, glorious Lodge above." (Louisiana Masonic Monitor, pages 177 -178)
"As we mourn the departure of our Brother from the circle of our Fraternity, we believe that he has entered into a higher Brotherhood, to find rest from earthly labors and refreshment from earthly cares." (Texas Monitor of the Lodge, page 217)
"...we have the assurance that Thou hast taken to Thyself his soul...Masons believe sincerely that when life on earth comes to a close, the soul is transplanted from the imperfections of this mortal sphere to that all-perfect glorious and Celestial Lodge above." (Maine Masonic Text-Book, 1992, pages 104-105)
"We firmly believe our Brother has but heard the invitation - 'Come thou blessed, inherit the kingdom prepared for you." (Official Monitor and Ceremonies of New Mexico, page 212 (Also found in the monitor for the state of Oregon) 
 

The Masonic Jesus
The central question that every Christian Mason must ask himself is "Who is Jesus Christ according to the Lodge?" [Also See Religious Pluralism] In some Lodges, Masonic prayers are not to include the name of Jesus Christ, but they are to refer to the Great Architect of the Universe. The Maryland Master Mason magazine offered this statement concerning prayer in the Lodge: 

"All prayers in Mason lodges should be directed to the one deity to whom all Masons refer to as the Grand Architect of the Universe."(19)

Here, once again we have to remind the reader that there are many, many differences between Masonic Lodges from state to state. Some of which certainly should give the Christian pause for thought.. Serious thought! For example... “Thus Freemasonry comes to us from the Temple, . . . It makes no profession of Christianity, and wars not against sectarian creeds or doctrines; but looks forward to the time when the labor of our ancient brethren shall be symbolized by the erection of a spiritual temple whose moral grandeur shall be commensurate with civilization; A temple in which there shall be but one altar and but one worship; one common altar of Masonry, on which the Veda, Sutra, Zend-Avesta, Koran, and Holy Bible shall lie untouched by sacrilegious hands; and at whose shrine the Hindoo, the Persian, the Assyrian, the Chaldean, the Egyptian, the Chinese, the Mohammedan, the Jew, and the Christian may kneel and with one united voice celebrate the praises of the Supreme Architect of the Universe”. [Louisiana Masonic Monitor, p. 111, 1988]

And 

“All believed in a future life, to be attained by purification and trials; in a state or successive states of reward and punishment; and in a Mediator or Redeemer, by whom the Evil Principle was to be overcome and the Supreme Deity reconciled to His creatures. The belief was general that He was to be born of a virgin and suffer a painful death. The Hindus called him Krishna; the Chinese, Kioun-tse; the Persians, Sosiosch; the Chaldeans, Dhouvanai; the Egyptians, Horus; Plato, Love; the Scandinavians, Balder; the Christians, Jesus; Masons, Hiram.” [Pages XIV-XV, Kentucky Monitor]

The statement immediately above implies that that Jesus, Krishna, Kioun-tse, Balder, Hiram etc. are all the same person. The problem is that Jesus is not near as tolerant as the Mason when it comes to His divine authority and supreme status.. He is God and with Him there is no other.   
 

The “Volume of the Sacred Law”... The Bible?
Much is made of the fact that the altar in every lodge holds an open “Volume of the Sacred Law.” [Almost always a King James Bible in the U.S. and Canada, bound with a special cover stamped with the Masonic insignia] … literally part of the furniture of the Lodge. However Freemasonry has no commitment to the Bible as the unique Word of God, and unhesitatingly substitutes non-Christian scriptures when Christians Masons are not in the majority... Even when the Bible is used, it is often no more than another symbol. 

“…true that the majority of Lodge members are essentially Christian in their affiliations. Its presence is no more than a symbol, a representative of all the great books of the religious teachings, which have particular significance to particular groups of people. In some Jurisdictions other works replace the Bible on the altar. Singapore Lodge, a Lodge working under the English Constitution, uses no fewer than six Vs ((volumes) of SL (Sacred Law) of different faiths.” [69]

The seven Volumes of the Sacred Law in common use through the East, include... 

“The Bible (OT) for the Jews. The Bible (OT & NT) for Christians. The Dhammapada for the Mahayana Sect of Buddhism. The Gita for Hindus. The Granth Sahib for Sikhs. The Koran for Muslims. The Zenda Avesta for Parsees and some Iranians”.  [70]

And the reason for this symbol?

“A prime role of the Holy Writings is to provide an acceptable medium for taking and sealing our Obligations so that candidates will consider such obligations to be solemn and binding upon them”. [71]

(In support of this… In an article entitled Impressions of a master mason, The Qur'an upon a Lodge Altar the author says he

“…attended a Lodge wherein a Muslim brother had just been raised. In the course of the conferral, the Qur’an was upon the Altar, spine-to-spine with the Holy Bible, and opened to allow the petitioner to be obligated upon his holiest book…Taken together, the Bible and the Qur’an must always be referred to as the Volume of the Sacred Law,” [72]

In Brothers And Builders: The Basis and Spirit of Freemasonry, Joseph Fort Newton (Litt.D.) says…

“Thus Masonry invites to its Altar men of all faiths, knowing that, if they use different names for "the Nameless One of an hundred names," they are yet praying to the one God and Father of all; knowing, also, that while they read different volumes, they are in fact reading the same vast Book of the Faith of Man as revealed in the struggle and tragedy of the race in its quest of God…. None the less, while we honour every Book of Faith in which have been recorded the way and Will of God, with us the Bible is supreme, at once the mother-book of our literature and the master-book of the Lodge”.  [73]

While describing the Old Testament Scriptures performing “their traditional function” as a landmark of the order, The Great Lights In The East goes on to say..

“It is most interesting to note that the many problems, which could have arisen from the meeting of Brethren of various creeds, have been anticipated and procedures have been adopted to promote Peace and Harmony within the Lodge and the welfare of Freemasonry in general”. [74] 

Christian Lodges?
The above mentioned conversation with The Worshipful Master of a lodge in Arizona brought several facts to my attention, particularly that in The Order of the Temple (Knights Templar in the York Rite) “one must profess his faith in The Christ as Lord to complete his orders”.

I later discovered that The Swedish Rite [a variation of Freemasonry that is worked in Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Finland and Iceland] demands brethren be Christian, and not just that they believe in a supreme being. See the web sites of The Norwegian Order of Freemasons [75] is no longer valid) and The Swedish Order of Freemasons. [Unfortunately this link www.frimurarorden.se/eng/index.html is no longer active, and the others are not in English]. Which undoubtedly is more than some churches do... 

The second series of degrees [17° and 18°] in the Scottish Rite is the Rose Croix also has some little known preconditions in some lodges. For example...

The Freemasons of New Zealand “The Rose Croix in New Zealand.. Application for membership in the “Rose” is open to members in good standing in any Craft Lodge who are Master Masons of 1 year’s standing. Acceptance for membership is subject to the usual Masonic conditions of residence, sponsors, investigation, and ballot. Physical impairment is not a disqualification. Belief in the Holy Trinity is an essential requirement”. [76]

Hunters Hill - Sydney - Australia “All Master Masons, of the Christian Faith, of more then 12 months good standing, and current, in their Craft Lodge are most welcomed to make enquiries.” [Chapter Information from Omnes Sancti Sovereign Chapter 193. [77]

However this makes it even worse. How in the world can anyone profess belief in the “Holy Trinity” then participate in a Ritual of which one of the emblems is an eagle... the symbolism of which is explained by a Masonic site which says 

“Among the Egyptians the eagle was the emblem of a wise man because his wings bore him above the clouds into the purer atmosphere and nearer to the source of light, and his eyes were not dazzled with that light. Since the eagle also represented the great Egyptian Sun god Amun-ra, it is a symbol of the infinite Supreme Reason or Intelligence… The rose was anciently sacred to the sun and to Aurora, Greek Goddess of the dawn. As a symbol of the morning light, it represents resurrection and the renewal of life, and therefore immortality. Together the cross and rose symbolize immortality won by suffering and sorrow.” [78]

And the Valley of Fort Wayne [Scottish Rite] Indiana, part of the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, makes 
the following statement 

“18° - Knight of the Rose Croix of H.R.D.M. - The lessons taught in this degree are that man must have a new Temple in his heart where God is worshiped in spirit and in truth and that he must have a new law of love which all men everywhere may understand and practice. This degree affirms the broad principles of universality and tolerance”. [79] Which smacks of universalism. 

In an article entitled Eighteenth Degree, Knight Rose Croix, Jim Tresner, 33°, whose credentials include being “Director of the Masonic Leadership Institute and Editor of the Oklahoma Mason. A frequent contributor to the Scottish Rite Journal and its book review editor, a volunteer writer for the Oklahoma Scottish Rite Mason and a video script consultant for the National Masonic Renewal Committee”, says this degree is a “a major milestone in the progress of the candidate” and describes the regalia for the degree, which includes a “red passion cross on the body of the apron’ Of which he says

“The cross, which is part of the design on both sides, is an ancient symbol of infinity and has been used as a sacred symbol from early antiquity—far predating Christianity. Thus it may be said to represent the world or the condition of the world”. And “All of these symbols point, of course, to the transformation of the world with the discovery of the New Law of Love. 
 

Conclusion
This article, which used to be pretty standard fare... reiterating ‘the party line’ so to speak, has recently been reworked with many changes made and much detail added. This revision of the subject was spurred by a very nice e-mail from, and subsequent conversation with, the above mentioned Worshipful Master, a Christian Mason, from whom I learned a few things. He brought up at least one factual error in the original article, which I researched, then changed. However two subsequent and very rude messages from other Masons coupled with the usually scathing treatment of “anti-Masons” on many Masonic web sites kept niggling at me. I could not get rid of the ‘Methinks thou dost protest too much’ feeling. So I started digging. And the more I dug, the less I liked what turned up... what the Masons themselves said.

While the philanthropic side of the Lodge is more than obvious, there are plenty of organizations [Christian and otherwise] that do a great deal of charitable work and do not require one to assume a pretentious title and get-up resembling that worn by the Lord Mayor of London. I read the following on a forum, which made a great deal of sense…

“I certainly agree that Masons do indeed labor intensely at charity. However, I must disagree that the fraternity exists only to be a charitable organization. After all, the fraternity existed long before it established official philanthropies. This is not to downplay the importance of charity. Actually, charity is the first lesson a man learns as an Entered Apprentice. But charity is a side effect, rather than the primal purpose, of Freemasonry. If Freemasonry were only a charitable society, it would not consist of our Traditions, Ancient Usages, and Degrees of Philosophy and Science. There are other organizations in existence, such as Habitat For Humanity, which exist only for charity. But Freemasonry is much more than these organizations, and is primarily educational and spiritual, which in turn gives rise to its charitable viewpoints”. [80]

However it is the Rituals that really got my attention. Why would so many grown men don some absurd garb and participate in theatrics based on fables, fairy tales and folklore with, in some cases, a Biblical twist? And, take it deadly seriously to boot. Why indeed?

The commonalities between Freemasonry and ancient mystery religions, paganism, Kaballah and Egyptian mythology etc. have been documented in part here. While the origins of all the practices are so buried in the mists of time they can probably never be completely traced, there are red flags aplenty. What ever is really behind the peculiar rituals certainly fosters a usually overwhelming allegiance and commitment to the Lodge, and often prompts a vehement, almost strident defense of the organization. 


The Defense 
The careful reader will have noticed the phrase ‘on the other hand’ liberally sprinkled throughout the article, representing the significant variations in beliefs and practices between the Lodges from area to area and the often almost contradictory opinions offered by various Masons.. I have been assured in person twice [by two separate ‘Masters’], and have read innumerable times that no one person [or group] speaks for all of Freemasonry. That the development of the Ritual [in ‘basic’] Freemasonry over the centuries is not always linear. That every Mason speaks only for himself.

When there is no consensus of opinion on where or when Freemasonry had it’s origins, no central authority, when every Mason speaks for himself, when the symbolism seems open to varied and individual interpretation, when no two areas have exactly the same monitors, I fail to see how, when it comes to defense of the Lodge, Masons can speak in sweeping generalizations, defending the organization as a whole, not only the specific lodge [or lodges] they belong to. Especially since it is readily apparent that most Masons are not particularly familiar with, or even aware of, the variations from area to area. 

Christian Masons [especially those that belong to Lodges which require a belief in Christ to join] seem to view Masonry through their ‘Christian glasses. Yet the practices and beliefs [and Monitors] may be quite different, and not as benevolent, in other jurisdictions. Not only this... even those that profess a Trinitarian belief are subject to the same rituals as everyone else. Rituals which have too many connections with the occult.


More Than The Body
I do not for one instant discount the tremendous amount of good that is done by the Masons or any one else, but will ask the question... Is it enough? Bear with me here. 

It is a tremendous service to runs a clinic for disabled children or any of the other things the Masons do... but in the final analysis what is it worth IF the Gospel is not preached as well. Certainly it will make someone’s life healthier and happier, and there is huge value in that… More so if we were only talking of a span of 70 odd years. But we are not… we are talking eternity… As Jesus Himself asked... 

What will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses his soul?? 

And again I am not saying that we should only save souls. Taking care of the widow and the orphan has always been very high on God’s list of priorities and was perhaps one of the largest reasons for the Old Testament tithes As James said... in the context of needy people…

What does it profit, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Is that kind of faith able to save him? 

However while every Christian is obligated to do whatever he can to help the less fortunate.. People as members of the ‘body’ have different jobs to do [I Corinthians 12], and nothing can compare with saving souls.  
 

A Word to Christian Masons
Perhaps, above all, I have been most disappointed with the reaction of Christian Masons, many of whom seem far more ready to defend the Lodge than Christianity, seeming to forget that many of the so called ‘Anti-Masons’ are defending the faith to the best of their ability. Many Christian organizations that have been labeled Anti-Mason are simply comparing what they know to Scripture. It is an absurdity to state that they are anti everything. They are anti whatsoever contradicts the Word of God, and so they should be. Just as an example I have read Christian Masons ranting about the Anti-Masons being against the Jehovah’s Witnesses.. Presumably in an effort to prove the Anti-Masons are against everyone who does not think exactly the way they do. You do know of course that the Jehovah’s Witnesses deny the Deity of Christ. Silly me! Of course you knew that! 

In any case just because you disagree with them does NOT give you the license to trash another brother or sister in Christ. You do need to remember that another born Again Christian is FAR more your brother than every non-Christian Mason that has ever lived.. This is the body of Christ we are talking about ...substantially above any man made organization, even the Lodge... Surprise, surprise! You have every right to disagree with another Christian while remembering that you are both on the same side. The sun does not rise and set on the Masonic Lodge, which, like everything else manmade, will shortly be relegated to memory. 

[And here I have to make the distinction between an honest difference of opinion between two Christians and the many false prophets and wolves that have invaded the church, teaching doctrines totally contrary to the Word of God. Men and women that one can not call Christian by any stretch of the imagination and who are leading the sheep astray, perhaps even to their doom]. 

Let me put it this way ... If ONE Christian has been pulled away from the snares of Astrology, Ayurvedic Medicine or Eastern Style Mediation thanks to the research and work of John Ankerberg and John Weldon, then they have saved a soul, not just a body. Yet you show neither respect nor appreciation for this. [And by this I certainly do not mean that I agree with every word they have ever written]

If you are not aware of what is going on the contemporary Church, it may be time for you to pull your head out of the Lodge (I am really being polite here) and look around. Look around and weep for what we have become. And I am curious... In a world going to hell on a broomstick, you have reams of stuff defending the Lodge but, where are your sites propagating the Word of God? Where do you defend the only thing that eventually matters. 

When you read your Old Testament, if you pay attention to what the prophets of old said, you will notice that ninety percent of their preaching was negative. They seldom had anything positive to say and you could say they were pretty mean [Read Jeremiah 18:19-23 where there is NO evidence of God rebuking J for his very ‘unchristian’ words]. 

Warning people of the dangers out there [and they are a legion] serves a very, very necessary function. Examine, if you will, the words of the ‘apostles of love’

“Peter wrote an entire chapter and a half to warn of false teachers in his second epistle, calling their teaching “damnable heresies” (2 Pet. 2:1), their ways “pernicious” (2 Pet. 2:2), their words “feigned” (2 Pet. 2:3), and their future “damnation” that “slumbereth not” (2 Pet. 2:3). He likened them to the “filthy conversation” of Sodom and Gomorrah (2 Pet. 2:6-9) and called them “presumptuous” and “self-willed” (2 Pet. 2:10). He even likened them to “natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed” (2 Pet. 2:12). Peter made a lot more vitriolic-sounding statements about them, too! Just read 2 Peter 2-3”.

“And as for John, he was no slacker when it came to rebuking false teachers. He called them antichrists and warned of the fact that “they went out from us, but they were not of us” (1 John 2:18). He called them liars (1 John 2:22) and seducers (1 John 2:26) and taught the believers to “believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God” (1 John 4:1). He further warned of the “many deceivers” that are entered into the world (2 John 7) and dogmatically said that “whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God” (2 John 9). That means that a lot of preachers in these end times do not have God and should be publicly exposed as such. John would certainly expose them if he were here today! John even warned of Diotrephes, a puffed-up preacher (3 John 9-10).” 
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I understand that Catholics are not permitted to join secret societies such as the Freemasons, Oddfellows, etc. However, are Catholics permitted to join fraternities such as the Elks or Moose? –Joe

The four organizations specifically mentioned by the Church are the Freemasons, Odd Fellows, Sons of Temperance, and Knights of Pythias. The criteria to judge whether or not a society is prohibited to Catholics is outlined by Archbishop Katzer in a Pastoral (20 Jan., 1895):

"The Catholic Church has declared that she considers those societies illicit and forbidden which (1) unite their members for the purpose of conspiring against the State or Church; (2) demand the observance of secrecy to such an extent that it must be maintained even before the rightful ecclesiastical authority; (3) exact an oath from their members or a promise of blind and absolute obedience; (4) make use of a ritual and ceremonies that constitute them sects."

At one time membership in the Freemasons incurred an excommunication because the Freemasons conspired against the Church. By 1983 there was no evidence of this motive by the Freemasons and thus the auto excommunication was removed. The prohibition for Catholics to join the Freemasons, however, remains because the teaching of the Freemasons is utterly inconsistent with Christianity.

Most secret societies, although they protest that they are not religious, espouse religious ideas that are often naturalism or otherwise contrary to Christianity. 

In this prohibition of membership in secret societies also applies to college Greek Fraternities. The worse of the worse is Kappa Sigma. In the 60s college fraternities had to reveal their secrets to Congress except Kappa Sigma. This is not acceptable. Parents have a right to know what is happening in organizations their children join. From a Catholic point-of-view the bishop must be privy to the secrets in order to determine if the organization is a danger to the faith. Kappa Sigma refuses such access to anyone.

Some will say that the Knights of Columbus are no different than these secret societies, but that is nonsense. The bishop is privy to the secret initiation ritual (which is secret only to not spoil it for newcomers) and all teachings of the Knights of Columbus are in 100% concert with the Church.

As for the Elks and Moose Lodges I am not very familiar with how they operate. From the Initiation Ritual I found online, the Elks Lodges are profoundly silly. Although one must believe in God to join, I notice that Christ is never mentioned. Since the Elks Lodge is mentioned in the book, Secret Societies and the Catholic Church, linked below, I suggest that this society is not for Catholics.

Certainly, the bishop must be allowed access to all rituals and teachings of any organization in order to ascertain whether or not there is a danger to Catholics. If any group refuses that access, then no Catholic should belong.

In general, the "lodge" system, as with the "Greek" system, is rife with problems that should warn away any Catholic.

A Catholic may participate, however, in public activities sponsored by these societies. For example, the Masons in my town sponsor a Thanksgiving dinner for the poor and the Elks have public dances. One can volunteer to hand out Thanksgiving dinners or go to a dance without being a part of the society itself. However, if the dance has a cover charge that benefits the society instead of some charitable cause then it would not be prudent for a Catholic to attend as it would be supporting the society.

For more information check out the Catholic Encyclopedia and also a book published in 1902 by Father Peter Rosen entitled, Secret Societies and the Catholic Church. The book has an imprimatur. Father Rosen mentions the Elks in the book. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
26. Freemasonry
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