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SEPTEMBER 29/OCTOBER 23, 2016
The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM) is unavailable in the Indian Church
GENERAL INSTRUCTION OF THE ROMAN MISSAL 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/GENERAL_INSTRUCTION_OF_THE_ROMAN_MISSAL.doc
The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM) is to the liturgy what the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) is to the Bible. One would therefore expect that it be freely available to Catholics considering that the liturgy of the Holy Mass is rampant with abuses and aberrations, innovations and inconsistencies from parish to parish and from diocese to diocese. 
The leaders of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal from the National Service Team level all the way down to the parish prayer group and worship leaders are almost totally ignorant of what may or may not be done during Mass and they are largely responsible for the permeation of several liturgical errors into the Church at large. Most of them would not even know what the GIRM is.
The GIRM is an essential manual for everyone: the altar servers, the lectors, the choir and the cantor, catechists and catechism teachers, the extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion, the religious sisters who prepare the altar for Mass… and even the deacons and priests. 
The manner in which most of them conduct the proceedings of the Mass would suggest that they are completely ignorant of the rubrics. 
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger saw “the crisis in the Church” as caused by “liturgical collapse”:

http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=196
But if the GIRM is simply not available, how will anybody learn what they ought/oughtn’t to be doing?
I was completely taken aback when a senior religious brother managing a St. Pauls bookstore did not know what the GIRM (or even its expanded title) is when I requested a copy.

[But the same store sells occult, New Age and Protestant garbage:

OCCULT NEW AGE AND PROTESTANT BOOKS AND DVDS SOLD AT CATHOLIC STORES 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/OCCULT_NEW_AGE_AND_PROTESTANT_BOOKS_AND_DVDS_SOLD_AT_CATHOLIC_STORES.doc]

I have been writing about this problem since a few years. When I say “writing”, I mean not just the seventy-plus articles and reports on liturgical procedures and requirements and on liturgical aberrations http://www.ephesians-511.net/liturgical-abuse.htm (apart from the many files in the Documents section) on my web site but I have been sending emails seeking clarifications to liturgists and to bishops, an exercise in futility. See
LETTERS SEEKING CLARIFICATIONS ON LITURGICAL ISSUES ARE NOT RESPONDED TO BY PRIESTS AND BISHOPS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/LETTERS_SEEKING_CLARIFICATIONS_ON_LITURGICAL_ISSUES_ARE_NOT_RESPONDED_TO_BY_PRIESTS_AND_BISHOPS.doc
I have tried unsuccessfully for several years to purchase a copy of the GIRM from Catholic publishers and bookstores. Finally, I downloaded the March 17, 2003 version from the Internet:
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccdds/documents/rc_con_ccdds_doc_20030317_ordinamento-messale_en.html 
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The GIRM appears to be published by the Salesians’ Kristu Jyoti Publications (KJCP)*, Bangalore. I sent them the following message on March 31, 2015 using the contact box at http://www.kjcpublications.org/: 

Do you have copies of the General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM)?

If you do, what is the price of a single copy?

Michael michaelprabhu@vsnl.net 

There was no response. I telephoned them (080-28474139, 28474140) and was informed by a female voice that no copy of the GIRM is available because it is out of stock (it has been the case almost the whole of last year) and that they do not know when the GIRM will next be published by them. I had more questions to ask, but she couldn’t answer them and “Father is out of station”, she said.

Finally, I was gifted a copy of the KJCP GIRM by a couple who are in family and prolife ministry.

The front cover says that the GIRM was published by KJ Publications in 2002. Inside, it says “Reprint 2011”.
It also contains the General Introduction to the Lectionary, the General Instruction for the Liturgy of the Hours, and the General Norms for the Liturgical Year and the Calendar Year.

The book carries no postal address, no email address, and no telephone numbers, neither does it give their web site. How then does one reach them to order copies? The book does not even have the ISBN number!

Obviously, a lay person like me will have questions while reading the GIRM. To whom will we go for getting clarifications? As recorded by me in my report (see page 1), no liturgist responds to communications.
[My very first question would be: The Internet version of the GIRM has 399 sections and 165 footnotes. The KJCP 2002/2011 print has 399 sections and 160 footnotes. See my predicament?]

Look at the careless response to an enquiry from me received from a nun at the liturgical centre of the Pious Disciples of the Divine Master (PDDM), a part of the “Pauline family” (St. Pauls Society):
From: Michael Prabhu To: pddmliturgicalcentre@gmail.com Sent: Wednesday, June 04, 2014 10:41 AM

Subject: BOOK REQUIRED
Dear Sister Juliana,
Do you have a copy of the book "General Instruction of the Roman Missal" published by Kristu Jyoti Publications, Bangalore, in 2002. If you do, I will have it picked up. Michael
From: Liturgical Centre To: Michael Prabhu Sent: Thursday, June 05, 2014 10:06 PM

Subject: Re: BOOK REQUIRED

Sorry we don’t have. Juliana
*More than 16 months after my futile attempt to get a copy of the GIRM from KJCP, I happened to come across this information on the Internet at http://gspbooks.in/aboutus.htm phone: 2692 240161: 
Gujarat Sahitya Prakash (GSP) provides with spiritual reading materials to the seekers. Humanity is not to be fettered by religion but to be enlightened by religious precepts. Books of Anthony de Mello* give us a chance to look into oneself and to liberate oneself from one’s narrow, petty beliefs.

Society of Jesus is a religious congregation in the Catholic Church whose members are known as Jesuits. Gujarat Sahitya Prakash is primarily a Jesuit Publishing House. It caters to the needs of the Society of Jesus, very specially, in India and South Asia. Also it caters to the Liturgical needs of the Church in Gujarat.

A spiritual reawakening is necessitated by the world events today. We are contributing to its mighty little towards this course. Let there be a world without hatred, without weapons of mass destruction, without wars and man-made calamities. Let there be peace and prosperity, love and freedom.
*FR ANTHONY DE MELLO-WRITINGS BANNED BY THE CHURCH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_ANTHONY_DE_MELLO-WRITINGS_BANNED_BY_THE_CHURCH.doc
Most of the books are classified as “psycho-spiritual”: http://gspbooks.in/psychospiritual.htm 
I wrote to the contact addresses:
From: Michael Prabhu michaelprabhu@vsnl.net To: booksgsp@gmail.com, order@gspbooks.in 
Date: Tue, 16 Aug 2016 15:50:56 +0530 Subject: GIRM

Please tell me how I can order from you a copy of the General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM).

Michael

This was the response from Fr. Jerry Rosario SJ:
Date: Sat, 20 Aug 2016 09:30:57 -0700

Dear Michael,

This is to inform you that I am not dealing with ROMAN MISSAL, or GENERAL INTRUCTIONS OF THE ROMAN MISSAL.

19th June 2011, CCBI centre sent a circular about New Roman Missal project. 
For any information you can contact 

The Deputy Secretary General, CCBI Centre, PB 8490, Hutchins' Road, 2nd Cross, Bangalore 560084

They had given following names, phone number and email addresses

Archbishop Dominic Jala SDB 09436302890, 09863118660 archbpdj@gmail.com (this email id bounces)
Fr. Savio Rodrigues 09402132768 liturgyccbi@yahoo.co.in 

Bye,

Jerry sj

I then wrote to Archbishop Dominic Jala of Shillong as instructed:
Subject: GIRM Date: Wed, 24 Aug 2016 09:37:13 +0530

To: archbpdj@gmail.com, archbpjala@gmail.com 
Dear Archbishop Dominic,
As suggested by Fr. Jerry Rosario SJ (email below), I am writing to you to know where to source a copy of the General Instruction of the Roman Missal which I have been unable to find for many years with any Catholic publisher including Kristu Jyoti Publications as well as in any Catholic bookshop.
Thank you.
Michael

The Archbishop received my email but did not respond:
Subject: Re: GIRM Date: Tue, 23 Aug 2016 21:07:20 -0700 (PDT)

From: "boxbe-notifications@boxbe.com via bounces+michaelprabhu=vsnl.net"@dynect-mailer.net <boxbe-notifications@boxbe.com>

Reply-To: archbpjala@gmail.com To: Michael Prabhu michaelprabhu@vsnl.net 
Hello Michael Prabhu, 
Thanks for the message about "GIRM". This is a one-time automatic confirmation to let you know you're on my Boxbe Guest List. 

Email from you will be delivered right to my Inbox. 

Thank you,
archbpjala@gmail.com
I sent a futile reminder to the Archbishop:
Subject: Re: GIRM, REMINDER PLEASE

Date: Fri, 26 Aug 2016 14:29:13 +0530

From: Michael Prabhu <michaelprabhu@vsnl.net>

To: archbpjala@gmail.com
I also wrote to the CCBI Liturgical Centre as instructed:
Subject: GIRM Date: Wed, 24 Aug 2016 09:39:40 +0530

From: Michael Prabhu michaelprabhu@vsnl.net To: liturgyccbi@yahoo.co.in 
Dear Fr. Savio Rodrigues,
As suggested by Fr. Jerry Rosario SJ (email below), I am writing to you to know where to source a copy of the General Instruction of the Roman Missal which I have been unable to find for many years with any Catholic publisher including Kristu Jyoti Publications as well as in any Catholic bookshop.
Thank you, Michael

I sent a futile reminder to the CCBI Liturgy Centre as well as to the CCBI Secretariat; there wasn’t any response:
Subject: Re: GIRM, REMINDER PLEASE Date: Fri, 26 Aug 2016 14:32:55 +0530

From: Michael Prabhu <michaelprabhu@vsnl.net>

To: liturgyccbi@yahoo.co.in CC: ccbisecretariat@gmail.com
Fr. Jerry Rosario SJ, the face of Gujarat Sahitya Prakash, the Jesuit Publishing House which “caters to the Liturgical needs of the Church in Gujarat” does not have the GIRM! (I wonder what catering they do!!)
And why would he be interested in the GIRM? This priest is the leading innovator of abuses at Holy Mass in the Indian Catholic Church. I have suffered greatly at some of his Sunday masses. He does whatever he pleases with the rubrics, roams around the church delivering his homily, indulges in dialogue with the faithful, substitutes and modifies prayers that are given in the Missal and is a darling of the Indian bishops (he preaches retreats and seminars to them). It would be unthinkable for a parish priest to obstruct or even question Fr. Jerry Rosario. Some of them opine that he makes the Mass interesting, entertaining.
See PETS AT HOLY MASS AT CATHEDRAL OF ST THOMAS IN MADRAS-MYLAPORE ARCHDIOCESE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PETS_AT_HOLY_MASS_AT_CATHEDRAL_OF_ST_THOMAS_IN_MADRAS-MYLAPORE_ARCHDIOCESE.doc
The GIRM should be available to Catholics in India in the thousands but one cannot even find a single copy.

It is not surprising therefore that ignorance of the rubrics of the liturgy prevails, and abuse is rampant.

It is a shocking state of affairs that none of the Church officials installed specifically on the Liturgical Commissions of the Bishops’ Conferences, and the Bishops themselves will answer a letter from a lay person.
See LETTERS SEEKING CLARIFICATIONS ON LITURGICAL ISSUES ARE NOT RESPONDED TO BY PRIESTS AND BISHOPS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/LETTERS_SEEKING_CLARIFICATIONS_ON_LITURGICAL_ISSUES_ARE_NOT_RESPONDED_TO_BY_PRIESTS_AND_BISHOPS.doc
The laity are rendered completely impotent… and kept ignorant while the abuses proliferate.

*
UPDATE
To: Archbishop George Antonysamy Date: Tue, 11 Oct 2016 19:52:27 +0530
Subject: GENERAL INSTRUCTION OF THE ROMAN MISSAL UNAVAILABLE IN INDIA
Dear Archbishop George,
Do you have a solution to this problem of mine?
If you do, I would like to be directed by you as to what I must do to procure a copy.
God bless you,
Michael Prabhu

GENERAL INSTRUCTION OF THE ROMAN MISSAL UNAVAILABLE IN INDIA 29 SEPTEMBER 2016
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/GENERAL_INSTRUCTION_OF_THE_ROMAN_MISSAL_UNAVAILABLE_IN_INDIA.doc
To: Archbishop George Antonysamy CC: Fr. Ayres Fernandes, CCBI Secretariat, liturgyccbi
Subject: FOLLOW-UP: GENERAL INSTRUCTION OF THE ROMAN MISSAL UNAVAILABLE IN INDIA 

Date: Sat, 22 Oct 2016 09:34:39 +0530
Dear Archbishop George,
Concerning my email to you of the 11th instant (reproduced immediately below), I await your intervention in the matter.
You will note from the file that I sent you, as well as from my letters below (A, B, C and D) to the Liturgy Secretariat of the CCBI (copied below), that I have not received any response to my enquiries for 11 months from the very office that is responsible for these matters. 
I am marking copies of this email to the three email ids that I have used earlier.
Yours obediently,

Michael
From: CCBI Secretariat To: Michael Prabhu michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Date: Sat, 22 Oct 2016 09:53:12 +0530

Subject: Re: FOLLOW-UP: GENERAL INSTRUCTION OF THE ROMAN MISSAL UNAVAILABLE IN INDIA

Dear Respected Michael Prabhu,
Cordial Greetings from the CCBI Secretariat, Bangalore!
I have received your email addressing His Grace Most Rev. George Antonysamy, Archbishop of Madras-Mylapore. In the letter you mentioned: "I have not received any response to my inquiries for 11 months from the very office that is responsible for these matters". May I humbly request you kindly go through the three emails below? The first letter you addressed to me on 8th October 2016.
With regards,
Fr. Stephen Alathara, Deputy Secretary General, CCBI
Date: Sat, 22 Oct 2016 14:53:05 +0530 To: CCBI Secretariat CC: Archbishop George Antonysamy
Dear Fr. Stephen Alathara,
There has been a mix-up, it seems. Kindly read with great care my response below in order to get the situation clarified and so that there is no further misunderstanding.

You replied very promptly (for which I thank you), within just a few minutes of receiving your copy of my letter to my Archbishop, so I guess that you did not examine its contents carefully, because you just copied my entire letter back to me.
The subject line reads "FOLLOW-UP: GENERAL INSTRUCTION OF THE ROMAN MISSAL UNAVAILABLE IN INDIA" and it concerns not any of my correspondence with you but with a recent letter that was not answered by my Archbishop and with several letters that were not answered by the Liturgy Secretariat, Bangalore which I believed was headed by Fr. Ayres Fernandes. 
It also concerns a completely different topic than the one that I recently wrote to you about and which you referred to, and which was, "(1) USE OF A SHAWL BY PRIESTS AT MASS (2) PLACING OF OFFERINGS/GIFTS", which you forwarded to Fr. Ayres Fernandes for action, against which he wrote to me the necessary clarifications, and for which I wrote back at once thanking both him as well as you.
The secondary problem is that I was unaware that when I wrote to my Archbishop today, that a copy would reach you. As far as I know from 2013 when we corresponded your email id encryption was KCBC Alathara, and I thought that you were still with KCBC (in Kerala). So I was quite surprised to learn from your reply that you are Deputy Secretary General, CCBI, Bangalore. I did not mean to bother you on the present issue.

The problems however still remain, about which I wrote to my Archbishop and which are detailed in the older emails that I reproduced for His Grace in this morning's email:
1. I am unable to purchase a copy of the GIRM anywhere in India for almost three years.
2. Under the advice of Fr. Jerry Rosario SJ, I wrote to the CCBI secretariat; there was no response from there.
3. I had written to the CCBI secretariat since November 2015 on this issue without any response. A couple of the letters were addressed to Fr. Ayres Fernandes in person.
4. I asked in my recent letter to the CCBI secretariat how I can obtain a copy of the recent September 19/20 new Liturgical Directives. There was no response to that either. [Meanwhile, after I informed him on October 10, a priest-relative in Mumbai says that he has obtained a copy of it and is going through it, he wrote to me].

I hope that I am wrong but I got the impression that Fr. Ayres finally wrote to me on the "shawl" issue on October 11 only because you forwarded to him my enquiry to you (thinking that you were in the KCBC and not the CCBI Secretariat) and you entrusted to him the task of writing to me, and/or because he thought that I was a priest because he addressed me as "Fr. Michael Prabhu".

Now that you are there in the CCBI secretariat in Bangalore, I trust that I will receive the necessary clarifications as also the directions on how to get the copies of the two books.
You have all along been very efficient, prompt and courteous for which I am most grateful.
I hope the confusion is now cleared and I thank you very much indeed,
Michael
Date: Sat, 22 Oct 2016 16:53:33 +0530
Dear Michael Prabhu,
Regarding recently published liturgical directives, my office will send you the details to purchase the copy or you can buy from any Catholic Bookstall. 
If I am correct, the General Instruction of the Roman Missal is not available in India. I will discuss with our liturgical commission and if they are positive, I will take steps to publish Indian edition. 
But for your personal study you can make use of online edition. Please see the link below:
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccdds/documents/rc_con_ccdds_doc_20030317_ordinamento-messale_en.html
Fr. Stephen Alathara

Date: Sun, 23 Oct 2016 09:15:21 +0530

Dear Father Stephen,
1. I thank you for the link which is already used by me in three GIRM-related files (one of which was named in the letter that I sent to my Archbishop copy to CCBI) at my web site.
GENERAL INSTRUCTION OF THE ROMAN MISSAL UNAVAILABLE IN INDIA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/GENERAL_INSTRUCTION_OF_THE_ROMAN_MISSAL_UNAVAILABLE_IN_INDIA.doc
What I need is the portable hard copy of the GIRM which I know -- and have been saying -- is not available in India since nearly three years.
Isn't that a matter of regret and wonder as it is the catechism of the liturgy of the Holy Mass but not a single Catholic media house is publishing it?
How, without one, will the laity have a reference for what to do or not to do, for what is right and what is wrong?
2. I await from your office the information on how to obtain a copy of the new CCBI directives on the liturgy. The only place it will be available, if at all, is the Good Pastor (St. Pauls) outlet on Armenian Street, but I cannot go there because there is no parking allowed for outsiders and one cannot park outside on the road (I am a handicapped person and cannot walk more than a small distance)

3. There is also the matter about which I wrote to your secretariat (after unsuccessfully writing to the Bishops concerned a couple of times) which still awaits a response from your office:

(To: CCBI Secretariat Date: Tue, 11 Oct 2016 19:34:57 +0530 
Subject: LITURGY [PROBLEMS] IN TUTICORIN DIOCESE)
God bless you,
Michael
