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Gregorian Masses
 http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/gregorian-masses
Zenit News Agency, Rome, May 5, 2009
Answered by Legionary of Christ Father Edward McNamara, professor of liturgy at the Regina Apostolorum university.
Q: I understand a Gregorian Mass to consist of 30 Masses said with unbroken succession. Recently an elderly priest told me that if it is interrupted even for one day, one has to begin the Masses all over. I have also met an elderly religious who was catechizing the lay faithful in the same line. 
Here then are my questions: 
1) Has this Gregorian Mass (or Masses) any liturgical or canonical foundation? 
2) Does the effectiveness of the Masses depend on celebrating them without interruption? 
3) If this is so (as it is widely held), are we not coming close to superstition or what St. John of the Cross referred to as lack of simplicity of faith? According to him, "These people attribute so much efficacy to methods of carrying out their devotions and prayers and so trust in them that they believe that if one point is missing or certain limits have been exceeded their prayer will be profitless and go unanswered. As a result they put more trust in these methods than they do in the living prayer, not without great disrespect and offense toward God." — P.C., Rome

A: The practice of Gregorian Masses goes back to a tradition hailing from Pope St. Gregory the Great (540-604). According to legend, a deceased monk appeared and requested 30 Masses to be celebrated for the release of his soul from purgatory. On completion of the stipulated days he appeared once more radiant in heavenly glory.

From this legend the practice of celebrating 30 consecutive Masses for one and the same person with the intention of procuring release from purgatory became an established custom which has been regulated in various ways over the centuries.

Present regulation stems from a declaration published by the Sacred Congregation of Divine Worship on February 24, 1967, which mitigated some of the restrictions mentioned by our reader and of which the elderly priest is apparently unaware.

According to the aforementioned declaration, maintaining the tradition that the Gregorian Mass is a series of 30 consecutive celebrations, it is not required that the same priest celebrate all the Masses nor that they be celebrated on the same altar. Thus, if a priest who has accepted the obligation of celebrating the series finds himself impeded on any particular day, he may request another priest to take the intention for him.

Likewise, it could happen that the priest cannot find a substitute and the series is interrupted because of an unforeseen impediment (for example, an illness), or for a reasonable cause (the celebration of a funeral or a wedding). In this case the Church has disposed that the fruits of suffrage (which, until that moment, Church practice and the piety of the faithful have attributed to this series) are maintained. The priest retains the obligation to complete the 30 Masses as soon as possible but need not begin the series anew.

I do not believe that this pious custom induces superstition or reflects a magical concept. It presumes that the soul is in purgatory and thus recognizes the reality that few people are immediately ready for heaven after death. It is also an act of faith and confidence in the infinite intercessory power of the Mass with respect to souls undergoing purgation. As such, the request for such a series of Masses is a spiritual act of mercy akin to obtaining plenary indulgences on behalf of the deceased.

The Just Judge is also infinitely merciful and can be as generous to those who have toiled but an hour as he is toward those who bore the brunt of labor all day long.

Follow-up: Gregorian Masses
http://www.zenit.org/article-25945?l=english 

By Legionary of Christ Father Edward McNamara, Rome, May 19, 2009 

After our May 5 column on "Gregorian Masses," a New Jersey reader inquired: "What is the relationship of a 'Gregorian Mass' to 'Gregorian chant'? Indeed, do these Gregorian Masses use the Gregorian chant? If so, 30 of such Masses seem unrealistic in the parish setting, and raise another question: Are these intended to replace the daily Mass in a parish?"


A: Actually the only relationship between Gregorian chant and Gregorian Masses is that both are historically linked to Pope St. Gregory the Great.

In themselves, Gregorian Masses do not necessarily affect the liturgy in any way as they refer only to the priest's intention in offering the Mass. There are no special rites or formulas attached to Gregorian Masses.
Our reader has a point, however, that Gregorian Masses are rarely celebrated in parish settings. This is not because of special rites but because a parish priest would find it very difficult to dedicate 30 days of Masses for one single intention, especially when many parishioners request Masses.
Therefore Gregorian Masses are usually celebrated in monasteries, seminaries, priestly houses of studies, and other similar locales with priests in residence with relatively few pastoral commitments. These are usually the only ones who can take upon themselves the commitment to celebrate 30 consecutive Masses for the same deceased person.  

The thirty Gregorian Masses
 http://www.traditioninaction.org/religious/d014rp30Gregorian_Somerville.html 
By Fr. Stephen Somerville, September 15, 2006
A post-Vatican II cradle Catholic, after having just learned about the Thirty Gregorian Masses, has inquired:
Do these certainly guarantee liberation of the soul (in question) from Purgatory?

Why has this practice been discontinued?

Where can we have Gregorian Masses said?

There is a short answer possible to all these questions. But the first question, about the guaranteed efficacy of these Masses, raises many more questions about the practice, especially its origin. In turn, the origin tells us a lot about Catholic belief and piety, and the influence of that amazing saintly Pope, Gregory the Great (d. 604). 

First, let me offer a few facts about the Gregorian Thirty, as they are called, for readers who may not be familiar with the practice. The Gregorian Masses is a practice founded by Pope Gregory the Great that became a tradition in the Benedictine Monasteries: If 30 Masses are offered on 30 consecutive days without interruption for a specific soul in Purgatory, it is believed that the soul will leave Purgatory and enter Heaven. These Masses may be offered only for the dead. It does not matter if they are low or high Masses. 

Do the Gregorian Masses genuinely guarantee liberation of the soul in question from the purifying punishment of Purgatory? 
The history of the “Thirty Mass” practice goes back to the year 590 AD in St. Andrew’s Monastery in Rome, founded by St. Gregory the Great in his own family home around 570. 
After his election as Pope in 590, one of the monks, Justus by name, became ill. So he admitted to a lay friend, Copiosus, that he had hidden three gold pieces among his medications years before, when he was professed a monk. Both, in fact, were former physicians. And sure enough, the other monks found the gold when seeking the medication for Justus. 
The Founder monk, now Pope Gregory, hearing of this scandalous sin against Holy Poverty, called in the Abbot of his beloved monastery, and ordered the penalty of solitary confinement for Justus, even though he was dying, and ordered his burial not in the cemetery but in the garbage dump. Copiosus told his wretched friend of this decision. Moreover, the community were to recite over his dreadful grave the words of St. Peter to Simon the Magician: “May thy money perish with thee” (Acts 8:20). 
The Pope’s desired result was achieved: Justus made a serious repentance, and all the monks a serious examination of conscience. Justus then died, but the matter did not, for thirty days later Pope Gregory returned to the monastery filled with concern for Justus, who would now be suffering the grim temporal punishment of Purgatory’s fire for his sins. “We must,” said Gregory to the Abbot, “come by charity to his aid, and as far as possible help him to escape this chastisement. Go and arrange Thirty Masses for his soul, so that for thirty consecutive days the Saving Victim is immolated for him without fail.” And so it was done. 
Some days later, Justus appeared in a vision to his friend Copiosus and said, “I have just received the Communion pardon and release from Purgatory because of the Masses said for me.” The monks did a calculation, and noted that it was exactly thirty days since the Thirty Masses had begun for Justus. They shared this great consolation with each other, with their Abbott and with Pope Gregory, whose personal authority guarantees its truth, for he wrote the full account of it in his Book of Dialogues, which became very popular. 

An approved tradition, but not an official one 
Is then the practice of the Thirty Gregorian Masses officially guaranteed by the Church to rescue the given soul from Purgatory into Heaven? As far as I know, no, they are not officially guaranteed, because although we have here a practice approved by the Church, it is not an institution in which the Church engages her official authority. The case of Justus is a consoling story, but it depends on a vision to Copiosus, which is in the category of private revelation, worthy of our trust perhaps, but not equal to a vision to St. Joseph from Gabriel, for instance. 
Nevertheless, along with Copiosus, a goodhearted Catholic physician, we also have St. Gregory the Great acting a striking scene out of his powerful, blessed and awe-inspiring role in the Holy Church. He has helped to consolidate the Catholic habit of prayers for the departed. For centuries after his death, the Gregorian Thirty seems to have been widely observed in Benedictine monasteries. A monk of Cluny (d. 1093) records this fact, and only the “big five” days are allowed to interrupt the thirty: These are Christmas, Easter, and the Holy Week Triduum. 


Masses on privileged altars 

Catholic piety has added other details to this practice of the Gregorian Masses without strict obligation, such as use of a “privileged altar” in a particular church, and the choice of the Requiem Mass for the Dead when allowed by the rubrics. 
As for the “privileged altar,” mentioned above, such became the title of the altar habitually used by St. Gregory for Mass when he was Abbot at St. Andrew’s. 
This same privilege came to be extended to certain other altars, first at Rome, then elsewhere. Such a “privileged altar” ad instar [like the original] required only one Mass for a departed soul to be set free from Purgatory’s pains. Under Pope Leo XIII, the Vatican declared it “pious and lawful” to hold such a belief: namely, a conviction that the same benefit of the Gregorian Thirty Masses could be had from a single Mass at such an altar, privileged to invoke a plenary indulgence (remission of all temporal punishment due for sins) for the soul for whom the Mass is offered there. 
A number of other questions have arisen over the years and the ages regarding the Gregorian Thirty Masses. For example, a change of priests or of altar during the thirty days is not forbidden. Moreover, Masses and prayers may be offered publicly for the same soul even long after the Thirty is over, and indeed, Catholic piety is inclined spontaneously to do so. The sturdy persistence of belief in Purgatory, and of prayers and sacrifices for the departed remains today, much to the credit of that remarkable Pope Gregory the Great, fourteen centuries after his death. 

Why were they discontinued?

Now, let me go on to question 2: Why has this practice been discontinued? And I answer that at the time of this writing, it is about a week since I myself completed the Thirty Gregorian Masses for the soul of C.N. In a short time, I shall begin another thirty for the deceased father of a friend. The practice is evidently not totally discontinued. 
But I speak as a retired priest who has returned to Tradition. Today my “congregation” is much smaller than what I used to have. Thus I am free to accept the occasional Gregorian Thirty. The number of available and good parish priests being much reduced today, the parish secretary probably has to decline many requests for “the Thirty Masses,” which must be said for a continuous 30 days without any break. 
I should add that ecumenism probably works to render low-profile or to discontinue the Thirty Mass practice. It is a bold and emphatic reminder of the doctrine of Purgatory and of the importance of prayers and Masses said for the faithful departed, things which are outside Protestant belief, and therefore apt to raise Protestant hackles. I am not even sure that the young priests today are taught the edifying history or the practice of the Thirty Gregorian Masses. 

Where can they be said? 
This leads to question 3: Where can we have Gregorian Masses said? And the answer is, any available, willing priest whose Mass timetable is not too heavily laden with unsatisfied stipend Masses awaiting reasonably prompt celebration. I hope this answer is clear. 
In the past, the priests at contemplative monasteries would often accept requests to say the Gregorian Thirty. I pray that true monastic vocations will soon be multiplied, so that there will always be priests at your neighborhood monastery willing and able to accept the task of the Gregorian Thirty Masses, that is, Masses said thirty days in a row for a particular deceased. 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 
And let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace, Amen.
RELATED FILES

INDULGENCES
INDULGENTIARUM DOCTRINA-WHEREBY THE REVISION OF SACRED INDULGENCES IS PROMULGATED POPE PAUL VI 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INDULGENTIARUM_DOCTRINA-WHEREBY_THE_REVISION_OF_SACRED_INDULGENCES_IS_PROMULGATED.doc
THE NEW ENCHIRIDION INDULGENTIARUM 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_NEW_ENCHIRIDION_INDULGENTIARUM.doc 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK APOSTOLIC BLESSING AND A PLENARY INDULGENCE 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ANOINTING_OF_THE_SICK_APOSTOLIC_BLESSING_AND_A_PLENARY_INDULGENCE.doc 

PLENARY INDULGENCES AND PRAYERS FOR A HAPPY DEATH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PLENARY_INDULGENCES_AND_PRAYERS_FOR_A_HAPPY_DEATH.doc 

INDULGENCES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INDULGENCES.doc
HOW TO ACQUIRE PLENARY INDULGENCES AND AVOID PURGATORY 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HOW_TO_ACQUIRE_PLENARY_INDULGENCES_AND_AVOID_PURGATORY.doc
ON SIN HELL AND INDULGENCES-THE PURSUIT OF HOLINESS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ON_SIN_HELL_AND_INDULGENCES-THE_PURSUIT_OF_HOLINESS.doc 

THE ST PHILOMENA CORD INDULGENCES

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_ST_PHILOMENA_CORD_INDULGENCES.doc 
THREE WAYS TO OBTAIN AN INDULGENCE FOR THE 100-YEAR FATIMA ANNIVERSARY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THREE_WAYS_TO_OBTAIN_AN_INDULGENCE_FOR_THE_100-YEAR_FATIMA_ANNIVERSARY.doc
PURGATORY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PURGATORY.doc
PURGATORY-MY CATHOLIC FAITH-BISHOP LOUIS LARAVOIRE MORROW 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PURGATORY-MY_CATHOLIC_FAITH-BISHOP_LOUIS_LARAVOIRE_MORROW.doc
REVELATION OF HELL AND PURGATORY TO ST BRIDGET 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/REVELATION_OF_HELL_AND_PURGATORY_TO_ST_BRIDGET.doc
ST PADRE PIO ON PURGATORY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ST_PADRE_PIO_ON_PURGATORY.doc 
ONE DOES NOT HAVE TO GO TO PURGATORY-ST THERESE OF LISIEUX

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ONE_DOES_NOT_HAVE_TO_GO_TO_PURGATORY-ST_THERESE_OF_LISIEUX.doc
PRAYING FOR THE HOLY SOULS IN PURGATORY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PRAYING_FOR_THE_HOLY_SOULS_IN_PURGATORY.doc
