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Harry Potter
By Susan Brinkmann, from the Women of Grace blog, 2008-2015
Vatican Newspaper Praises New Potter Film
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=2843 

By Susan Brinkmann, July 15, 2009
A surprisingly positive review of the latest Harry Potter film in L’Osservatore Romano, the Vatican’s newspaper, is causing yet another round of controversy for the paper’s embattled new editor.

In his review in Monday’s Italian edition of the paper, Gaetano Vallini praised the latest Harry Potter film, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince, calling it the “most successful of the series” thus far.

Vallini said the story promoted “friendship, altruism, loyalty and self-giving” and equated the magic portrayed in the film as the same as the kind found in fairy tales.

He claimed the new film made clear “the line of demarcation between one who does good and one who does evil, and it is not difficult for the reader or the viewer to identify with the first. . .  This is particularly true in the latest film. They know that doing good is the right thing to do. And they also understand that sometimes this involves hard work and sacrifice.”

To his credit, Vallini did criticize the new film’s constant references to “new age spirituality.” He also said author J.K. Rowling’s work “lacks a reference to the transcendent, to a providential design in which men live their personal stories and the story takes shape. Thus it is true that, in the classic mechanism of fables, the protagonist finds himself amidst experiences in which magic is almost always an instrument in the hands of evil.”

However, Vallini’s review is a sharp contradiction from earlier statements in the paper, such as the January, 2008 article by Edoardo Rialti calling Harry Potter the wrong kind of hero who “transmits a vision of the world and the human being full of deep mistakes and dangerous seductions…”

Rialti concluded his article with a condemnation of the use of magic in the Potter series, and quoted Cardinal Ratzinger who once praised a German journalist for speaking out about the dangers of Harry Potter. “It is good that you enlighten people about Harry Potter,” Cardinal Ratzinger told Gabriele Kuby, “because those are subtle seductions, which act unnoticed and by this deeply distort Christianity in the soul, before it can grow properly’.”

The Vatican’s chief exorcist, Fr. Gabriele Amorth, also spoke out about Potter in 2006, condemning the series as downright evil. “Behind Harry Potter hides the signature of the king of the darkness, the devil,” Fr. Amorth said.

However, Vallini’s startling review is just the latest in a series of gaffs by the new editor of L’Osservatore Romano, Giovanni Maria Vian, who many say is trying to make the paper more relevant. It has provided glowing coverage of the most pro-abortion president in the history of the U.S. and recently heaped praise on the pop star Michael Jackson whose music and controversial lifestyle is not known for its embrace of traditional moral values.

According to LifeSiteNews.com, American canonist and canon law professor Edward N. Peters, commenting on the Jackson coverage, wrote that such anomalies as these in the paper’s recent articles and editorials are a result of L’Osservatore Romano having “decided to become relevant. God help us.”

“If the Vatican wants a newspaper to provide a Catholic perspective on the world, fine. Item Number One on the to-do list, though, should be to find Catholics who can write and edit such a paper coherently. Anyone can lurch from gaff to gaff.”
Pres. Bush Refused to Honor Author of Harry Potter
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=3264  

By Susan Brinkmann, October 29, 2009
According to the memoir of a speechwriter for former President George W. Bush, the administration refused to grant Harry Potter author J.K. Rowling a presidential medal of freedom because her books “encouraged witchcraft.”

According to a report in the Guardian, Matt Latimer’s new book, Speech-Less: Tales of a White House, reveals how political the award became during the Bush Administration.

In his book, Latimer, criticized how the “narrow thinking” of “people in the White House” led them to “actually object to giving the author J.K. Rowling a presidential medal because the Harry Potter books encouraged witchcraft.”
Latimer also claims that Sen. Edward Kennedy was denied the award because he was “a liberal.”

The Medal of Freedom is America’s highest civilian award and is given to “individuals who make an especially meritorious contribution to the security or national interests of the United States, world peace, cultural or other significant public or private endeavours.”

Pres. Bush awarded the medal to individuals such as Tony Blair, Muhammad Ali, Alan Greenspan, Nelson Mandela, Doris Day and Charlton Heston.

The first 16 recipients of Barack Obama’s presidential medal, handed out in August, included Stephen Hawking, Senator Ted Kennedy and the controversial gay activist, Harry Milk. 

Harry Potter

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=77#more-77    

By Susan Brinkmann, March 26, 2010

AS writes: “I would appreciate an article from you on your blog about Harry Potter, to share with people.” 

I have been writing about the New Age for almost a decade now, and no topic generates as much hate mail as that of Harry Potter. I have received the most ungodly letters from teachers and parents who can’t stand the idea of anyone saying Potter is bad. "But at least my kid is reading!" is a common defense, to which I ask, "When they start reading porn, will that be good too?"

At any rate, I have many solid reasons for being against the proliferation of Harry Potter and Potter-like books that promote sorcery to children. Here are the top three:

#1 – The Books Teach Authentic Sorcery to Children
The spells and rituals in the Harry Potter books aren’t the figment of author J.K. Rowling’s imagination. They’re real. For instance, in the first book alone, former occult practitioner and expert Toni Collins lists the "Sorting Ceremony" described on pages 117-122, the Body-Bind spell on page 273 and brews listed in Professor Snape’s potions class on pages 136-139, as being authentic. She said only someone who has engaged in these practices would know they weren’t fantasy, and only someone who had done meticulous research into Wiccan practices could have written them. (See http://www.envoymagazine.com/harrypotter.htm)

Collins is far from alone. Other former occult practitioner, such as Steve Wood, host of St. Joseph’s Covenant Keepers radio show, also confirmed that he used many of the rituals that are casually described in Potter books.

Perhaps the most telling confirmation that the books teach true sorcery comes from exorcists themselves, all of whom unequivocally condemn the books. Rome’s famous exorcist, Fr. Gabriele Amorth, told the Italian ANSA news agency in December, 2001 that "behind Harry Potter hides the signature of the King of darkness, the devil."

He and other exorcists condemned Rowling’s misguided portrayal of magic as being either "white or black" – a distinction that does not exist in real life. Magic is "always a turn to the devil," he says, no matter what color you call it.

#2 – The Books Distort Good and Evil in the Minds of Children
This is another major reason why Potter books should be avoided. 

In his book, A Landscape with Dragons: The Battle for Your Child’s Mind, best-selling author Michael D. Brown protests the distorted way in which Rowling’s book portray the occult as "liberating, noble, exciting, and not what your parents and Christians in general say about it. Coupled with this message is the gross characterization of traditional families and anyone else who objects to the occult as abusive hypocrites . . .The whiff of morality makes them that much more deceptive. In this way, the moral order of the universe is deformed in a child’s mind far more effectively than by blatantly evil books."

For instance, the books teach children that they can resort to an evil means if it brings about a good end. One can use magic to get a girl to like them, or to punish a foe. But what the books don’t tell the child is that the forces that are harnessed with magic spells are very real, very demonic, and use of them always ends badly for the practitioner. (My booklet on Magick gets into these grisly details) The only people who would promote the teaching of sorcery to children are those who are either occultists themselves or who have no practical knowledge of the occult.
Michael O’Brien is particularly disturbed by the fact that otherwise sensible people promote these books full of dangerous distortions and occult practices specifically forbidden by God to innocent children. The fact that this is happening even in Catholic households and schools is a sign of "a grave loss of discernment," he says.

#3 – The Books Inspire Children with A Fascination for the Occult
Anyone who thinks Potter books don’t inspire an unhealthy fascination in the occult in children needs a reality check. The advent of the Harry Potter series unleashed an avalanche of occult fiction that are now the top selling categories in the children and teen market. 

For example, Hollywood’s occult themed movies aimed at young adults, such as Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Sabrina the Teenage Witch, and Charmed, are all churning out paper-back series that have become the rage with young teens. Instead of reading Nancy Drew mysteries and the Babysitter’s Club, young girls are reading about Buffy’s near rape by her love-interest, Spike, or watching her die and then "resurrecting" herself by climbing out of a grave.
Then there’s the controversial Goosebumps series for grade school kids and the Fear Street books for adolescents that intertwine the teen world of cheerleading and sports with supernatural evil. T-Witches contain the escapades of twin daughters of two powerful witches and Midnight Magic touts the use of tarot cards.

All this – and I have yet to even mention the latest vampire-inspired occult thriller – Twilight!
Those people who boo-hooed talk of a Potter-inspired rush to sorcery among youth (they called us hysterical back in 2001) are in dire need of a "come to Jesus" moment (pun intended).

I might also add that Pope Benedict XVI is no fan of Potter or its ilk. His personal condemnation of the books was uncovered in a letter from then-Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger to Gabriele Kuby, author of Harry Potter – Good or Evil?  Apparently, Kuby sent the Cardinal a copy of her book and he responded in a letter dated March 7, 2003, in which he thanked her for the "instructive" book. "It is good that you enlighten people about Harry Potter because those are subtle seductions, which act unnoticed and by this deeply distort Christianity in the soul, before it can grow properly," he wrote.

Ironically, the Cardinal also suggested in the letter that she send a copy of the book to the same Vatican prelate, Msgr. Peter Fleetwood, who said during a Vatican Radio program that Harry Potter books were okay. Msgr. Fleetwood’s comments were broadcast around the world as "Vatican Approves of Potter" even though the Vatican has never made an official statement on the books.

I could go on and on about Harry Potter, but this should suffice for now.

For a better understanding of the occult and how it manifests in our culture, our Learn to Discern: Is it Christian or New Age series contains several books on this subject, including Magick, Witchcraft/Wicca and Psychics/Channeling.

Potter fans blamed for decimating Indian owl population

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=245#more-245          

By Susan Brinkmann, November 5, 2010

I posted this story on our Breaking News site today and want to share it with our blog friends because it proves that Harry Potter is far more than just "harmless fiction" and that children do indeed emulate this famous "wizard" at great cost to both themselves and our world. 

India’s Environment Minister Jairam Ramesh is blaming fans of Harry Potter for the dwindling number of wild owls in that country.

According to the BBC, Ramesh says Harry Potter books and films feature a white owl named Hedwig, which has spawned a rash of requests for the birds from illegal bird traders.

"Following Harry Potter, there seems to be a strange fascination even among the urban middle classes for presenting their children with owls," Mr. Ramesh said.

The concerns were made public in advance of the release of a report on the status of India’s owl population by a leading conservation group, Traffic. It is expected to call for tougher protections for the birds.

The report’s author, Abrar Ahmed, said he decided to investigate the owl trade after being asked by a friend to procure a live white-coloured owl for her son’s Harry Potter-themed 10th birthday party.

"This was probably one of the strangest demands made to me as an ornithologist," he wrote.

His research found that growing number of owls, a highly endangered species in India, are now being trapped, traded or killed in black magic rituals. Many of these killings are done during the Hindu festival of Diwali ("festival of lights") which is being celebrated today.

The Traffic report also highlights the killing of owls in "black magic and sorcery driven by superstition, totems and taboos" and claims this to be one of the "prime drivers of the covert owl trade". The report claims that black magic practitioners use owls and their body parts for ceremonial pujas and rituals.

They are advising better law enforcement and increased awareness of the vital role owls play in the ecosystem, which especially benefits farmers because of the birds’ predation of rodents and other crop pests.

Children seeking to imitate their hero, Harry Potter, are only contributing to the problem of keeping owls alive and healthy in their native environment.

Potter publisher Bloomsbury has declined to comment on Mr. Ramesh’s assertions.

See http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=77 to read more about the dangers of Harry Potter and other occult-fiction works. 

Potter strikes again
http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=252#more-252      

By Susan Brinkmann, November 22, 2010
Here we go again. Another Harry Potter film – this one said to be the "darkest" of all the tales. What’s worse, this is only Part 1 of the movie rendition of the last book in the series. We’ll have to suffer through the release of Part 2 in July, 2011.   

For those parents who still insist that this kind of entertainment is harmless, consider the opinion of Fr. Thomas Euteneuer, famed exorcist and author of Exorcism and the Church.
In a recent interview with Deal Hudson of Inside Catholic, Fr. Euteneuer said that one of the reasons he wrote the book was to warn parents who allow their children to be desensitized to "the dark world" by books and films like the Harry Potter series and Twilight series by Stephenie Meyer. He said possession is almost always the result of someone getting involved in some sort of occult practices, such as witchcraft, Wicca, tarot cards, and Ouija boards.

"Harry Potter and these Twilight vampires glamorize the power of evil," Father Euteneuer explained, "and this has led to many, many cases of possession among young people." It may begin with a child or teenager simply "playing around" with the occult, but that seemingly harmless act is "opening a window" to possession.

Father Euteneuer emphasized this point, "Demons do not discriminate between intentions – no matter how innocent – and children lose the clear distinction between good and evil."

This interview is definitely worth a read: http://www.catholic.org/hf/faith/story.php?id=37447
Johnnette found another exceptional article on the problem of occult fiction blockbusters such as Twilight and Harry Potter that was written by well-known Catholic author, Michael D. O’Brien and can be accessed on his website. http://www.studiobrien.com/writings_on_fantasy/twilight-of-the-west.html
The following excerpt from the article deals specifically with the Twilight series:

"Physical beauty is the glue that holds the whole banal tale together. If one were to dim down the prettiness and subtract the horror from these four novels and their films, there would be little left. They would become no more than mind-numbing Harlequin Romances for very immature teenage girls. The sexual attraction and the appeal to romantic feelings, combined with the allure of mystery, all obscure the real horror of the tale, which is the degradation of the image and likeness of God in man, and the false proposal that consuming the lifeblood of another human being bestows life all around."

O’Brien goes on to quote E. Michael Jones, who compares vampirism with Christianity:

"Both Christ and Dracula deal with blood and eternal life," Jones writes. "Vampirism is, as Renfield makes clear, the antithesis of Christianity. Whereas Christ shed his blood so that his followers could have eternal life, Dracula shed his followers’ blood so that he could have eternal life; Dracula is a reworking of Christianity according to the canons of Social Darwinism. The monster is simply the inversion of Christianity that was taking place throughout Europe as once again the Enlightenment was implemented through one of its pseudo-scientific ideologies. … In a satanic way typical of the reversal of Christian order that the vampire creates, man achieves immortality through immorality and by infecting others—that is, through lust. Christianity exalts love; vampirism—Darwin’s survival of the fittest pushed to its extreme—exalts the hunger of desire."

O’Brien goes on to quote from another author, Steve Wohlberg, who asks some interesting (if not terrifying) questions about the similar origins of both Potter and Twilight in an article appearing in the Spiritual Counterfeit Project Journal last year: 

"… [The] Twilight saga received its initial spark when Stephenie Meyer had an unusual dream on June 1, 2003. Eerily, the Harry Potter phenomenon began with a similar 'revelation' given to Joanne Kathleen Rowling in 1990 while she was traveling by train outside London. 'The character of Harry Potter just popped into my head, fully formed,' Rowling reflected in 2001. 'Looking back, it was all quite spooky!' She also stated to inquiring media that the Potter books 'almost wrote themselves.' 'My best ideas come at midnight,' Rowling declared.

"As with Rowling, so with Meyer. When those mesmerizing tales first burst into the brains of these two women, neither was an established writer. Both were novices. They weren’t rich either. Now they are millionaires many times over. Their experiences are similar, with common threads. Both of their novels are permeated with occultism. Based on this, it’s appropriate to wonder, is there a supernatural source behind these revelations? If so, what is it?"

This is a great article that will not only deepen your understanding of the true scope of the problem, but will probably give you a lot of good arguments when confronting all those "oh it’s just harmless fiction!" folks. 

In the meantime, let’s remember to pray for all those dear children who are falling into this diabolical trap while their parents and educators stand by and marvel about how great it is that kids are finally reading. I always like to ask them, "When they start reading porn, will that be good too?" Good grief!

Bishop: Potter promotes dabbling in the occult
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=6237
By Susan Brinkmann, November 23, 2010
The latest movie in the Harry Potter series opened this weekend and sparked a new rash of warnings about how Potter and other occult fiction films and books encourage children to dabble in the occult.

In an interview with CNA/EWTN News, Bishop Thomas Paprocki of the Diocese of Springfield, Illinois said that occult-oriented books and movies which are aimed at children, such as Potter and the vampire series known as Twilight, have encouraged interest in the occult among children.

“We have to be careful with those kinds of topics for young people,” he said. Even though the series’ may be works of fantasy, “we have to be careful though as children are very impressionable – do they start seeing truths in those stories and do they start believing in them?”

However, the underlying reason why children get drawn into the occult is not just the books and movies, but the gradual moving away from organized religion in our culture, he said.
“I think a more general hazard in our culture is the fact that people are not attached to organized religion as much as they used to be. In fact, the word religion comes from a Latin word which means to be bound together.”

Because “religion binds us together in faith and to Jesus Christ,” when people start moving away from organized religion and churches they may start “dabbling in their own spirituality,” he said. “Part of that hazard then is dabbling in the occult and may fall into something truly diabolical such as Satanic rituals.”

Bishop Paprocki’s comments mirror those made by famed exorcist, Fr. Thomas Euteneuer, in a July interview with Deal Hudson of Inside Catholic.

Speaking about his new book, Exorcism and the Church Militant, Fr. Euteneuer said one of the reasons he wrote it was to warn parents who allow their children to be desensitized to “the dark world” by books and films like Potter and Twilight. He said possession almost always comes about as a result of someone dabbling in occult practices such as witchcraft, Wicca, tarot cards, and Ouija boards.

“Harry Potter and these Twilight vampires glamorize the power of evil,” Father Euteneuer said, “and this has led to many, many cases of possession among young people.” It may begin with a child or teenager simply “playing around” with the occult, but that seemingly harmless act is “opening a window” to possession.

Father Euteneuer emphasized this point: “Demons do not discriminate between intentions – no matter how innocent – and children lose the clear distinction between good and evil.”

The devil plays by the rules, he said, which means they cannot operate without permission from human beings. Once they get that permission, which children unwittingly give when they embrace the magick of Potter and begin to “play” with spell weaving and other occult “games”, demons are then free to work their dark wiles on an individual. These wiles include oppression and even full possession depending on how far the devil draws the person into the occult.

Renewed interest in the occult, coupled with an increasingly secular and atheistic culture, are just some of the reasons why the U.S. bishops held a special two-day conference on exorcism during their recent annual meeting in Baltimore. The conference was attended by more than 100 priests and bishops.

Bishop Paprocki, who attended the conference, told CNA/EWTN that people being distant from organized religion may be the reason for an increase in the number of inquiries about exorcisms.

The difference between Christian and occult-based fantasy

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=793#more-793
By Susan Brinkmann, April 1, 2011 

As all regular readers of this blog know, we get many questions about children’s books in which the characters use sorcery in one way or another. In an effort to help Christian parents learn how to discern whether or not this content is suitable for their children, I would like to post insights from Michael O’Brien’s book, Harry Potter and the Paganization of Culture (www.studioobrien.com) which I hope you’ll find useful.

In a chapter on Christian fantasy writing, O’Brien compares the magic found in occult fiction such as Harry Potter to that which appears in Christian classics such as J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings and C. S. Lewis’ Chronicles of Narnia.

Essentially, the problem is not so much that magic is present in the book, but how the magic is presented. The Potter books use magic in a way that turns the moral order on its head with grave distortions of good and evil. For instance, so-called "black" and "white" magic (a distinction that does not exist) is used by both good and bad characters in the book. This makes magic morally neutral, taking it out of the moral realm completely and making it into a kind of tool.

"If magic is presented as a good, or as morally neutral, is there not an increased likelihood that when a young person encounters opportunities to explore the world of real magic he will be less able to resist its attractions?" O’Brien asks. "Of course, children are not so naïve as to think they can have Harry’s powers and adventures; they know full well the story is make-believe. But on the subconscious level they have absorbed it as experience, and this experience tells them that the mysterious forbidden is highly rewarding."

Occult fiction often includes other distortions that can have a negative effect on a child’s moral outlook. For instance, in the Potter books adults are presented as mean and those who don’t practice magic to be backward. The books can also be overtly anti-Christian, such as the trilogy, His Dark Materials by Philip Pullman, in which God is openly maligned.

It should come as no surprise that occult-based fiction has produced some rather dark and bitter fruits (which are rarely publicized for obvious reasons.) For example, a January 2006 Barna report on teenage views and behavior regarding the supernatural indicates that "three-quarters of America’s youth (73%) have engaged in at least one type of psychic or witchcraft-related activity, beyond mere media exposure or horoscope exposure." One out of every eight teens (12%) said the Potter books increased their interested in witchcraft, a number which amounts to almost three million young people in the U.S.!

Contrast this with Christian fantasy, which has caused no such turn to the occult. Why not? The Chronicles of Narnia are loaded with magic, as is the Lord of the Rings. What’s the difference?

The difference is that these writers portray magic in the proper context and without upturning the moral order.

As O’Brien explains, throughout Lewis’ fiction, witches are portrayed in classic terms, as malevolent, manipulative and deceiving. An example would be the witch in The Silver Chair who mesmerizes the children to convince them that there is no sun. But one character, the Marsh-wiggle, deliberately burns himself in the fireplace to shock his mind back to reality. When he snaps out of it, he confronts the witch who then reveals her true nature by turning into a serpent, thus alerting the children to their peril.
In The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, the four Pevensie children discover a wardrobe that leads them into the land of Narnia. One of the children is then tricked by a witch posing as a beautiful queen who tempts him with treats and promises of power if he will turn on his siblings. He does so, but when he later learns the true nature of the witch, he regrets his action and repents. But he cannot be free of the dominion of the wicked witch until he pays his debt, something that Aslan, the Christ-figure presented in the form of a lion, agrees to do. Aslan sacrifices his own life in exchange for the children, but then miraculously returns to life and liberates Narnia, crowning the children kings and queens of Narnia.

"This is salvation history, distilled in the form of Story," O’Brien writes.

The same holds true with Tolkien, where magic is also portrayed as fraught with deception. As O’Brien explains, the character named Gandalf, who is often referred to as a wizard, is not a classical sorcerer. Rather "Gandalf’s task is to advise, instruct and arouse to resistance the minds and hearts of those threatened by Sauron, the Dark Lord of this saga. Gandalf does not do the work for them; they must use their natural gifts to resist evil and do good – and in this we see an image of grace building on nature, never overwhelming nature or replacing it."

Instead, Gandalf’s gifts are used sparingly, and then only to help others in the exercise of their free will and moral choices. "It is only an assist, never a replacement."

The proper moral order is also reflected in the way Frodo realizes that the ring he has been entrusted with has great powers and he is constantly tempted to use them for the good. "But he learns that to use its powers for such short-range 'goods' increases the probability of long-range disaster, both for himself and for the world."

Tolkien makes it clear that "such powers are very much a domain infested by the 'deceits of the enemy' used for domination of other creatures’ free will. They are metaphors of sin and spiritual bondage."

Compare this to Potter-type literature.

"In neo-pagan fantasy literature, magic in the hands of both 'good' and 'bad' characters is frequently used to overwhelm, deceive and defile," O’Brien writes. "In the Potter series, Harry uses his powers to overwhelm, deceive and defile his human enemies, and he resists Voldemort with the very powers the Dark Lord himself uses."

This same distortion of good and evil is present in the Twilight series which posits the existence of "good" and "bad" vampires. Of course, this can never be true. As E. Michael Jones writes, vampirism the antithesis of Christianity. "Whereas Christ shed his blood so that his followers could have eternal life, Dracula shed his followers’ blood so that he could have eternal life."

Make no mistake, occult-based fictional heroes and heroines have an impact on a child’s ability to distinguish truth from falsehood, good from evil.

As O’Brien explains: "A novel about a boy who regularly skips along a tightrope across Niagara Falls without falling is no real threat to one’s child, because he instantly recognizes the absurdity of the notion. The danger is immediately perceived and the practice rejected. But a novel about a boy who skips along a tightrope across an eternal abyss is a real threat, for the danger is difficult to recognize without knowledge of moral absolutes and a developed sense of the immediacy of spiritual combat. Parents’ warnings about abstract dangers can pale in a child’s mind when compared to tales packed with potent images that have lodged deeply in his imagination."

Any parent who is concerned about the ever-darkening trends in children’s literature needs to read this book because it gives a thorough explanation of the problem and is loaded with tips on how to discern the good, the bad and the ugly in modern reading material.

Cursed by the wizard: Potter star heckled out of Brown

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=910#more-910
By Susan Brinkmann, April 26, 2011 

Ivy League students weren’t feeling the magic of Harry Potter when they heckled one of its most famous stars right out of Brown University.

The Daily News is reporting that actress Emma Watson, who plays Hermione Granger in the Harry Potter movies, has taken a leave of absence from the Providence, Rhode Island institution where she has been studying since 2009. She was apparently unable to live down her role in the Potter tale and was frequently heckled by classmates who would shout quotes from the book such as "Three points for Gryffindor!" when she answered questions correctly in class.

The British star was said to have been a good student, much like the character she portrayed in Potter.

According to her personal blog, she very much wanted to have a "normal" experience at Brown, but this was not possible as she was constantly harassed by fellow students about her Potter role.

For instance, during a 2009 football game, Watson was easily spotted in the crowd sitting between two security guards in orange vests. She had to be escorted in and out of the stadium while nearby students shouted Harry Potter phrases at her.

This is not the first time her starring role in the Potter films made her life difficult. At the age of 16, strict security measures had to be taken to protect her from an obsessed Potter fan.

At the time, Sky News reported that Watson was approached by a man in his 20′s who had been following her into her open lectures at a school in Britain.

"The man actually gate-crashed her school," a source told the news service. "She was very alarmed and worried." After the man began questioning Watson about the "Harry Potter" films, police arrived at the scene and questioned him. While police warned the man to leave the actress alone, her school and parents began to take precautions to ensure her safety. Thereafter, she was forced to take a bodyguard with her to school.
The curse of the wizard seems to be following the young woman whose quest for normalcy never materialized at Brown where she couldn’t even enjoy a normal dorm relationship. Her freshman roommate was forced to sign a strict confidentiality agreement before moving in with her.

In a post on Emmawatson.com, she explained her sudden departure from Brown as being a decision to "take a bit of time off to completely finish my work on Harry Potter . . . and to focus on my other professional and acting projects."

She has not given up on getting a degree, however. "I will still be working towards my degree,” she said. “It’s just going to take me a semester or two longer than I thought."

Her next movie, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows Part II, is due out in July.
Potter’s Last Gasp and the Rise of Demon-Friendly Fiction

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=1179#more-1179 

By Susan Brinkmann, July 15, 2011

For those of us who have been praying for the end of Harry Potter mania, at least one part of the phenomena is coming to a close – the movie based on the final book is being released today.

Hopefully, this will be the end of the annual regurgitation of Potter’s sorcery-inspiring fables but it’ll definitely go out with a bang. Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows (Part 2) is based on the seventh and last book in the series, an edition that sold 11 million copies in the first 24 hours it was on sale, making it the "fastest selling book in history."

No doubt the rush to see the movie will be just as big of a stampede.

But the end of the Potter tales is no reason to let our guard down. Our youth continue to be deluged by occult fiction that has become even darker and more ominous than Potter (if you can believe it).

An example is a series by Diana Rowland, which is based on a detective named Kara Gillian who is a Summoner of Demons. Yes, you heard me right. Gillian summons demons through a portal and they do her bidding – such as in the opening chapter when someone breaks into her home and she calls up a demon named Kehlirik who supposedly obeys her commands (like that’s possible). Gillian and her demon are actually "chummy" – another indication that the author doesn’t have a clue about demonology and is passing along her clueless suggestions to impressionable young minds who will no doubt start trying to communicate with their own demons after reading this book!

Take a look at this excerpt to see if this is something you want your child to read: http://www.randomhouse.com/book/158292/mark-of-the-demon-by-diana-rowland/9780553592351/?view=excerpt 

But that’s not all. Jenna Black’s series, published by Bantam Dell, are based on an exorcist named Morgan Kingsley who allows a sexy demon named Lugh to inhabit her body in order "to save the human race." This demon is said to "moan softly" while Kingsley is in bed with her mortal lover, Brian, who is "reluctant to share the pleasures of Morgan’s flesh with a gorgeous rogue from the Demon Realm."

I’m not making this up. Excerpts from these books, described by publisher Bantam Dell, can be read at http://www.jennablack.com/books.htm#morgan.   
I can remember covering the Potter series when it debuted in the late 90′s and hearing people boo-hoo the warnings about where books like this would lead. To all you boo-hooers out there – we told you so! 

Vatican’s L’Osservatore Romano praises Potter film
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=8621
By Susan Brinkmann, July 15, 2011

Contrary to earlier reviews in which Harry Potter was called the wrong image of a hero,” a review of the latest Harry Potter film in the Vatican’s L’Osservatore Romano says that while the movie may be too scary for young viewers, the story champions the values of friendship and sacrifice. 

The Catholic News Service is reporting that in a review written for L’Osservatore Romano about tonight’s premiere of the film, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows Part 2, Gaetano Vallini said that while the movie is dark enough to disturb younger audiences, the story line presents evil in the proper context. 

“As for the content, evil is never presented as fascinating or attractive in the saga, but the values of friendship and of sacrifice are highlighted. In a unique and long story of formation, through painful passages of dealing with death and loss, the hero and his companions mature from the lightheartedness of infancy to the complex reality of adulthood,” he said.

Vallini says that young people have grown up with Potter through reading the seven books in the series “and they certainly have understood that magic is only a narrative pretext useful in the battle against an unrealistic search for immortality.”

In a second review appearing in the same issue, Antonio Carriero said the saga championed Christian values, such as how Potter’s archenemy, Lord Voldemort, chooses not to love others and sees himself as the center of the universe.

Rather than being a figure of the devil, Carriero said Voldemort is like many modern men and women who think they can do without God and without others, who say they don’t believe in heaven and yet are the most afraid of dying.

“Eternal life is reached through death, not without it,” Carriero writes. “And Harry Potter, although he never declared himself a Christian, calls on the dark magician to mend his ways, repent for what he has done and recognize the primacy of love over everything so he will not be damned for eternity.”
This review is in stark contrast to one that appeared in the same paper in 2008 in which Edoardo Rialti said that despite the seemingly Christian values that can be found in the story, “at the foundations of this tale is the proposal that of witchcraft as positive, the violent manipulation of things and people thanks to the knowledge of the occult, an advantage of a select few: the ends justify the means because the knowledgeable, the chosen ones, the intellectuals know how to control the dark powers and turn them into good.”

He adds, “This is a grave and deep lie, because it is the old Gnostic temptation of confusing salvation and truth with a secret knowledge.”

Even though Harry is presented as being rich in Christian values, he is very unlike the characters found in Christian fantasy classics such as those written by J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis. ” . . . (T)he main characters of the great fables never become magicians, and the seductive power of magic has always had grave and destructive consequences: the stories of Tolkien and Lewis describe the rejection of magic and power, not of a certain magic and a certain power, but of power and magic as such.”

Therefore, Rialti argues, “There is nothing more antithetical to Harry Potter than Tolkien’s young Frodo or Lewis’ Pevensie siblings.”

Tolkien and Lewis portray “the extraordinary discovery of true Christianity, for which the main character of history is not an exceptional human being, like in the ancient paganism or in today’s ideologies, but a person who says yes to the initiatives of God’s mysteries.”

Instead, “Harry Potter shows a pale disregard for the ‘muggles’, the common human beings who do not have magic,” Rialti points out.

In Rowling’s stories “we are told that, at the end, some things are not bad in themselves, if used for a good purpose: violence becomes good, if in the right hands and [used by] the right people, and maybe in the right dose.”

Thus, “Harry Potter proposes a wrong and malicious image of the hero, an unreligious one, which is even worst that an explicitly anti-religious proposition.” In the Bible, the Devil “never says ‘there is no God’, but presents instead the seductive proposition: ‘you will be like God’.”

Rialti also points out that then-Cardinal Ratzinger’s criticism of Potter, as expressed to German journalist Gabriele Kuby, remains more relevant than ever. In correspondence to Kuby, Cardinal Ratzinger said: “It is good, that you enlighten people about Harry Potter, because those are subtle seductions, which act unnoticed and by this deeply distort Christianity in the soul, before it can grow properly.”
Potter expert criticizes positive review of film in Vatican newspaper
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=8644
By Susan Brinkmann, July 19, 2011

Michael D. O’Brien, one of the world’s foremost experts on Harry Potter, says the positive review of the latest Potter film published in last week’s L’Osservatore Romano ignored the Pope’s opinion of the series and raises questions about who is behind the editorial policies at the paper. 

LifeSiteNews.com is reporting that O’Brien, author of Harry Potter and the Paganization of the Culture, said the latest review appearing in the Vatican’s newspaper, which praised Potter as championing the values of friendship and sacrifice, “is symptomatic of serious problems in the condition of many modern Catholics, he said. This is why, when cultural material that contains a highly toxic message such as Potter is wrapped in some positive “values”, the public is so easily seduced into thinking it’s good. “To believe that the Potter message is about fighting evil is superficial. On practically every page of the series, and in its spin-off films, evil is presented as ‘bad’, and yet the evil means by which the evil is resisted are presented as good,” O’Brien says.

He goes on to warn that although Potter is presented as charming, his character is a metaphor of the Antichrist. 

“In the novels, Harry is called ‘the Chosen One.’ He chooses to rise from the dead. He defeats evil with the instruments and gnostic powers of sorcery, wielding the ultimate instrument with which he saves the world because he has become ‘Master over Death.’ At the climax of the seven-volume Potter epic, having saved the world from evil, the resurrected Harry is treated with reverent awe, various characters pressing forward to touch him, ‘their leader and symbol, their saviour and their guide.’”

The fact that the Vatican newspaper would publish a glowing review of such a film does not seem to have surprised O’Brien, who says the paper has “a habit of making a split between faith and culture, and most strangely by straining to praise fundamentally disordered cultural material.”

He also questioned why the article ignored Pope Benedict’s critical insight into the Potter series. In 2003, then-Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger praised a German author named Gabriele Kuby for exposing the hidden evil in the saga. “It is good, that you enlighten people about Harry Potter, because those are subtle seductions, which act unnoticed and by this deeply distort Christianity in the soul, before it can grow properly,” Ratzinger wrote at the time.

Publishing an article that directly contradicts statements from the Pope raises serious questions about who is behind the editorial policies at the Vatican newspaper, O’Brien said.

“Why would they posit as good a tale about a violent, morally confused sorcerer as a Christ-figure?”

To express concern to the editors of L’Osservatore Romano, contact them at: 

Vatican newspaper, Editorial office, Telephone: + 39 06 698 83461/84442, Fax: + 39 06 698 83675 segretaria@ossrom.va
Vatican Exorcist Calls Yoga “Satanic”
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=10802
By Susan Brinkmann, November 30, 2011
Rome’s chief exorcist, Father Gabriele Amorth, has reignited the debate over whether Christians can practice yoga by declaring that both yoga and Harry Potter are tools of the devil. 

NY Daily News is reporting that Father Amorth made the comments at a film festival in the Italian city of Umbria this week where he was invited to introduce the new movie, The Rite.
“Practicing yoga is Satanic, it leads to evil just like reading Harry Potter,” Father Amorth said.

He went on to say that those seemingly “innocuous” Potter books convince kids to believe in black magic.

“In Harry Potter the Devil acts in a crafty and covert manner, under the guise of extraordinary powers, magic spells and curses.” 

As for yoga, it leads to Hinduism and “all eastern religions are based on a false belief in reincarnation,” the 86-year-old priest said.

“Satan is always hidden and what he most wants is for us not to believe in his existence,” he said. “He studies every one of us and our tendencies towards good and evil, and then he offers temptations.”

Father Amorth, who performed more than 50,000 exorcisms since retiring in 2000, is the author of two books on his experiences and is both the founder and honorary president of the International Association of Exorcists.

Father Amorth is not alone in his estimation of both Potter and yoga. Pope Benedict once warned of “subtle seductions” in the Potter books that “dissolve Christianity in the soul.”

In 1999, while serving as Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, he issued the document “Some Aspects of Christian Meditation” in which he warns Catholics about the dangers of eastern practices such as yoga, Zen, and transcendental meditation, saying that these practices have the danger of degenerating “into a cult of the body” that debases Christian prayer. He also states that yoga poses could create a feeling of well-being in the body which could be confused with “authentic consolations of the Holy Spirit.” 

New Video Game Based on Potter Spells
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=14705#more-14705
By Susan Brinkmann, June 6, 2012
Just when we thought we’d seen the last of Harry Potter, author J. K. Rowling has decided to collaborate with Sony in a new video game called Book of Spells which is based on the magick and sorcery found in her best-selling novels. 

The Daily Mail is reporting that the new game is intended to take on Microsoft’s Xbox in the computer gaming wars. It involves an electronic book and a Sony Move controller with a wand attachment. A camera on top of the TV captures movements and brings the book to life on screen. When players cast spells, pages from the book come alive with dragons and even fire appearing out of the book as players progress, learning spells as they go.
“This is the closest a Muggle can come to a real spellbook,” said Rowling, who created the content for the game which takes players through wizard training at Hogwarts. “I’ve loved working with Sony’s creative team to bring my spells, and some of the history behind them, to life. This is an extraordinary device that offers a reading experience like no other.”

The “history behind” the curses is what has concerned parents and experts for years over the Potter series.  Rowling has admitted that she engaged in extensive research into mythology, folklore, and occult beliefs in order to provide material for her books.

In one interview, when asked where her ideas for the wizard classes and spells came from, she said: “Most of the spells are invented, but some of them have a basis in what people used to believe worked. We owe a lot of our scientific knowledge to the alchemists!”

For instance, the Avada Kedavra or killing curse comes from an ancient spell in Aramaic which means “let the thing be destroyed.”

The arithmancy which is taught in the third year at Hogwarts is based on a method of fortune-telling known as numerology.

The fact that the spells in Potter books are often used to bring about “good” is even more problematic, according to Michael O’Brien, author of Harry Potter and the Paganization of Culture.
“If magic is presented as a good, or as morally neutral, is there not an increased likelihood that when a young person encounters opportunities to explore the world of real magic he will be less able to resist its attractions?” he asks.

“Of course children are not so naive as to think they can have Harry’s powers and adventures: they know full well the story is make-believe. But on the subconscious level they have absorbed it as experience, and this experience tells them that the mysterious forbidden is highly rewarding.”

The new video game will add another dimension to the “experience” of spell casting, making it even more appealing to young minds.

A review of the game appearing on Gaming Examiner sums up the problems inherent in a children’s game based on witchcraft.

“Book of Spells provides students with a safe environment in which to read, discover, learn and practice spells they already know and love, such as Incendio, Wingardium Leviosa and Expelliarmus, as well as discover mischievous notes and spells scribbled into the margins by previous Hogwarts students, and humorous anecdotal facts relating to the spells. 
J.K. Rowling has written a conundrum that leads you through the experience, providing insight into the values a witch or wizard has to learn, and inviting you to journey through the book to unlock new content, rewarding successful students along the way.”

The new game was announced at the E3 games conference in Los Angeles and is expected to go on sale this Christmas.

Click here to get your copy of Michael O’Brien’s book, Harry Potter and the Paganization of Culture. On this EWTN show, Michael O’Brien explains the dangers inherent in occult fiction such as the Harry Potter series.

Occult-Fiction in Catholic Schools
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=45251#more-45251
By Susan Brinkmann, November 23, 2015

The presence of occult-based fiction in Catholic schools has become a very real and pervasive problem across the United States. It all started with Harry Potter, but since then, there has been enormous growth in this genre with more and more titles being made available to children and teens.

For instance, there are over 100 books for young people listed on Amazon under the header – occult fiction. These include Spellcasting in Silk, In a Witches Wardrobe, Magic and Macaroons. 
The Jane Madison series includes Girl’s Guide to Witchcraft, Sorcery and the Single Girl, Magic and the Modern Girl, Single Witch’s Survival Guide, Joy of Witchcraft.

Sadly, these are all BESTSELLERS! And they are all loaded with sorcery – which is the deliberate evocation of occult forces in order to effect power over another.

God forbid any of these books, which are overtly occult-based, should be found in a Catholic school library, but there are plenty of less conspicuous titles that can find their way into a Catholic library and do just as much damage to a child’s moral outlook. These include: The Alchemist by Paul Coelho; Harry Potter series by J. K. Rowling; the Kane Chronicles and Percy Jackson series by Rick Riordan; Magic Treehouse series by Mary Pope Osborne; Maximum Ride series by James Patterson to name a few.

So what should a parent do about this? 

First of all, when approaching the librarian/teacher/principal, don’t go negative! Keep in mind that these people are much like the general Catholic population who are not very well versed in the occult. Most of them wouldn’t know Satan if they tripped over him and cannot be counted upon to perceive his presence in the kind of nuanced way that he presents himself to our children – such as under the cover of “harmless fiction”. In fact, I’ve met some educators who don’t even know that magic is considered to be sorcery by the Church – a practice that is categorically condemned throughout Scripture!

So tread lightly here.

The first thing you should do is educate yourself on this subject. A great book about the occult is Paul Thigpen’s Manual for Spiritual Warfare. John LaBriola also wrote a fantastic book entitled Onward Catholic Soldier which gives the faithful a comprehensive view of this subject. The Church document entitled Catholic Faith and Demonology is another excellent source of information as is the catechesis of Blessed Paul VI in 1972 on the subject of Satan and entitled Confronting the Devil’s Power (I use this extensively in my talks on the subject).

After doing this, share some of what you’ve learned with a teacher/principal/librarian with the goal of helping them to understand why the books are dangerous to children. If at all possible, let them think it’s their idea that something could be wrong with the books.

Because you’ll probably be confronted with the “it’s just harmless fiction” argument, you might want to present the educator with a book by Michael D. O’Brien called Harry Potter and the Paganization of Culture which explains that the problem isn’t so much that magic is present in the book but how the magic is presented.  

For example, the Potter books use magic in a way that turns the moral order on its head with grave distortions of good and evil. It presents magic as being either “black” and “white” (a distinction that does not exist) and allows it to be used by both good and bad characters in the book. This makes magic morally neutral, taking it out of the moral realm completely and making it into a kind of tool.

If magic is presented as a good, or as morally neutral, when a young person encounters opportunities to explore the world of real magic, what will make him/her hesitate if it’s believed to be good?

Occult fiction also tends to include other distortions that can have a negative effect on a child’s moral outlook. For instance, in the Potter books, adults are presented as mean and those who don’t practice magic to be backward.

This is much different from books such as the Chronicles of Narnia and The Lord of the Rings which present magic in the right context – that it is evil no matter how it is used.

The bottom line is that getting these books out of schools isn’t going to happen overnight. It’s something that will take time. It will require effort on the part of all parties involved – and in this busy world it will be very, very easy for Satan to convince both you and the educators that there just isn’t enough time for all this.

So make it easy on the teacher – offer some of the alternative selections to occult-based fiction to great fantasy books for kids which can be found on the Family Christian website.

Last but not at all least – PRAY! And be persistent about it. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you in this task, to give you the right words, the right attitude, in which to approach this with love. 

And don’t give up. Remember, our children’s spiritual lives are at stake. No price is too high to pay for their eternal life!  
Just when you thought Harry Potter was done…
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=47515 

February 17, 2016
For those of us who breathed a sigh of relief when author J.K. Rowling decided to end the controversial Harry Potter book series, news of a new book set to launch this summer comes as a mix of bad news and déjà vu.

According to The Washington Post, the eighth book is actually the script for an “original new story” that Rowling wrote as a stage play along with Jack Thorne and John Tiffany.

Entitled Harry Potter and the Cursed Child, the play is scheduled to debut in London on the day before Harry’s “birthday” – July 30.

The new story is set 19 years after the end of the last book in the series, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows and features a grown-up Harry as “an overworked employee of the Ministry of Magic, a husband, and father of three school-age children.”

Married to Ginny Weasley, they have two sons named Albus and James, and a daughter named Lily. 

“While Harry grapples with a past that refuses to stay where it belongs, his youngest son Albus must struggle with the weight of a family legacy he never wanted,” reads an announcement from Rowling’s website, Pottermore.  “As past and present fuse ominously, both father and son learn the uncomfortable truth: sometimes darkness comes from unexpected places.”

A day after the play debuts, Rowling plans to release the script which will be in the form of a two-part book.

“Pottermore is proud to be a key part of the multi-platform effort that will allow the epic eighth Harry Potter story to be read and enjoyed by a wider, global audience,” said Susan L. Jurevics, chief executive officer of J.K. Rowling’s online home base Pottermore in an announcement on the site.

Unfortunately, the Potter series might be finished, but Rowling isn’t, nor have we seen the last of her wizarding tales. She is set to debut her screenwriting skills in November 2016 with the release of the film Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them.
Just what our children need – more occult fiction.

Looks like the next round of the Harry Potter Wars is about to commence.

Click on the image to enter the Women of Grace online store



Learn to Discern: Is It Christian or New Age? Wicca/Witchcraft by Susan Brinkmann – Witchcraft is one of the fastest growing movements in our country, especially among youth who are being groomed by popular occult fiction such as Harry Potter and Twilight.  Read about the origins of modern witchcraft, why it’s attracting so many of our children, and how you can fight back! Includes a separate chapter outlining the dangers of the occult and 12-pages of useful tools you can use to discern the difference between Christian and New Age spirituality. (64 pages)

