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                                                                      NOVEMBER 27, 2016
 Hindus proscribe temple dance while Catholics dance at Holy Mass
Hindu judges have banned dances during the entertainment that accompanies Hindu temple festivals, labeling them obscene and indecent.

They even cite the Biblical Christian dress code for modesty in attire in connection with how Hindus are expected to attire themselves for worship.

But, in the Real Presence of the One True Living God, and in complete disregard for the rubrics of Holy Mass, Catholics not only dress immodestly but also organize the performance of the Hindu temple dance Bharatanatyam in the sanctuary and at the foot of the altar!
See the list of files (with photographs) at the end of the present file.
In chronological order:

Judge says courts cannot be a party to unlawful activities

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Madurai/34-cases-seeking-nod-for-aadal-paadal-dismissed/article5992409.ece
May 9, 2014 EXTRACT
Courts cannot be a party to unlawful activities such as indecent representation of women and luring youngsters towards a wrong path by granting permission to dance programmes, popularly known as ‘Aadal Paadal’, conducted in almost all villages in the State as part of local temple festivals, the Madras High Court Bench here has held.

Dismissing a batch of 35 writ petitions seeking permission for Aadal Paadal in various districts, Justice Pushpa Sathyanarayana said that such programmes could not be permitted even by imposing stringent conditions as there was a risk of the conditions being violated.

“Once the conditions are violated, the damage caused cannot be restored,” she added. […]

Madras HC prescribes dress code in temples
The court also directed the state government to take a decision on this issue and directed the authorities to implement the court-mandated dress code from January 2016.
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/madras-hc-prescribes-dress-code-in-temples/
By Arun Janardhanan, December 11, 2015

The Madurai bench of Madras High Court has ordered that police should ensure a dress code for people entering temples —dhoti and shirt or pyjama “with upper cloth” for men and saree or half-saree or churidar “with upper cloth” for women. Children can wear “any fully covered dress”.
The court also directed the state government to take a decision on this issue and directed the authorities to implement the court-mandated dress code from January 2016. It also directed the Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Department to communicate to all temples to strictly adhere to the dress code.

The order, issued by Justice S Vaidyanathan on November 26, came during the hearing of a writ petition seeking the court’s permission to hold a “Gramiya Adal Padal Vizha” (musical dance programme) at a temple in Akkiyampatti village in Trichy district. The court said the objective of the order is to restrict devotees from wearing improper clothing.

“According to Christianity, a general lesson from the New Testament is that we should dress for public worship in a way that is generally considered appropriate. Standards of dress are different from church to church and change over time, but we should avoid any style of dress that is offensive or sends a message opposing the church community’s values,” the judgment said.

The judge observed that Islam also insists on a dress code: “Sleeves should reach to each wrist and the hair should be covered by a headscarf. Pants or skirts that are too revealing, clingy, or tight should not be worn and the dress permissible to men for worship is that they should wear long pants and plain shirts without messages or slogans when visiting mosques.”

The judgment said that prescribing dress code for devotees is inevitable in Tamil Nadu “to enhance the spiritual ambience among devotees”. It also referred to the recently imposed dress code banning short skirts and shorts in Somnath temple and a similar rule in Tirupati temple.
Judge regrets grant of permission for ‘adal-padal’
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2016/nov/26/judge-regrets-grant-of-permission-for-adal-padal-1542780.html
By Siva Sekaran, November 26, 2016 EXTRACT
Gross misuse of judicial orders permitting dance programmes to hold obscene and vulgar performances has made Justice PN Prakash of Madras High Court to express profound regret.
“I had passed those orders placing implicit faith in the representation(s) of the counsel (for petitioners). One has to learn from previous bad experiences and I am willing to,” Justice Prakash said.
He had earlier granted permission to conduct dance programmes at festivals in temples in the districts on various occasions.

What made the judge to deeply express regret was the misuse of his orders to hold indecent, objectionable and obscene dances. […]
HC says no for two piece dance at temple festivals
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/HC-says-no-for-two-piece-dance-at-temple-festivals/articleshow/55628876.cms
By A, Subramani, November 26, 2016 EXTRACT
Obscene 'two-piece dance' programmes conducted during temple festivals in Tamil Nadu will be a thing of the past as the Madras high court has declined to permit such events that pass off as 'dance and song' (aadal-paadal) programmes.
Justice P N Prakash, ruing the fact that the high court had granted permission for such events on several occasions in the past, watched a sample clipping of the 'dance' in Namakkal and said, "After watching the dance, everyone had to unanimously agree that it surpassed the very definition of the words "obscenity" and "vulgarity". […]
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