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“INCULTURATION”        “ACCOMODATION”        “CAPITULATION”
JESUIT FATHER ROY MATHEW THOTTAM
PRIEST OF COCHIN DIOCESE, KERALA
WEARS A HINDU MARK IN THE CENTER OF HIS FOREHEAD
THIS MARK, CALLED “TILAK” IS OF RELIGIOUS SIGNIFICANCE TO HINDUS. 

IT IS NEVER APPLIED BY MUSLIMS OR CHRISTIANS [ESPECIALLY PROTESTANTS].
MANY CATHOLIC WOMEN HOWEVER COMMONLY FLAUNT A STYLISED “BINDI”.
NOW THERE IS AN ALARMING TREND OF THE MARK’S INCREASING USE BY NUNS

AND BY CATHOLIC MEN - NOT AMONG THE LAITY,

BUT AMONG PRIESTS, BISHOPS, CARDINALS, AND EVEN THE APOSTOLIC NUNCIO
The art of following a spiritual quest 

http://www.religiousindia.org/interviews/evangelization-through-visual-arts February 16, 2011
http://www.ucanews.com/2011/02/18/the-art-of-making-a-spiritual-quest/ February 18, 2011
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Jesuit Father Roy Mathew Thottam looks every inch an artist, from goatee beard to cream-colored kurta, the long shirt so beloved of poets and artists in India, and the jeans that complete the picture. Balding and looking older than his 45 years, the priest from Kerala is a small figure in the corner of the big hall of the Kolkata Salesian center. Father Thottam holds degrees in fine arts from Christ Church university in Canterbury, in the UK, and folklore from Palayamkottai. He spent a year with veteran Indian Christian artist Jyoti Sahi*, learning from and working with him. He has had five solo exhibitions of his paintings and four group exhibitions. Based in the Jesuit Institute for Religion and Culture in Cochin in Kerala state, the priest has been prolific, producing some 600 paintings over the past 20 years.
*of the seditious CATHOLIC ASHRAMS movement, see http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC%20ASHRAMS.doc
A special day for teachers 

http://www.hindu.com/yw/2009/09/15/stories/2009091550330400.htm 
A creative programme was organised by the Kaloor Snehasena Vayanakootam in connection with Teacher’s Day… We were guided by Fr. Roy Mathew Thottam, who is an artist… It was followed by recitals of verses from the Upanishads… This one day workshop was held at Lumen Jyothis, Ponoth Road, Kaloor [Ernakulam, Kerala].
I have scoured the internet and my research library seeking information, any information which says that the bindi or tilak is a purely Indian cultural phenomenon. While I didn’t find a shred of evidence that says that, I found tons of evidence to the contrary. My findings are compiled in a separate article titled, "BINDI OR TILAK MARK ON THE FOREHEAD-INDIAN OR HINDU?" 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/BINDI_OR_TILAK_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD-INDIAN_OR_HINDU.doc
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