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Holy Mass Rubrics

ARRANGEMENT OF FLOWERS AT THE ALTAR
                                                                                                                                APRIL 2011/JULY 2013
"Not to oppose error is to approve it, and not to defend the truth is to suppress it" - Pope St. Felix III

Note: In this report I may occasionally use bold print, Italics, or word underlining for emphasis. This will be my personal emphasis and not that of the source that I am quoting. Any footnote preceded by a number in (parenthesis) is my personal library numbering system.
Q:

Dear Ron, In your report of August 17, 2008, you had answered a question about flower vases in front of the tabernacle. In our Cathedral, we have pews in the wings of the church to the left and right of the altar. From a number of seating positions and even if one sits in the first pews which are about two metres from the altar, one is unable to even SEE the celebrant during most of the Holy Mass because of large bunches of flowers placed in vases which are kept on tall wooden stands on either side of the altar. What are the guidelines on the correct arrangement? What are the rules about not placing flower vases and anything else except the crucifix and candle-stands on the altar? Michael Prabhu, Chennai, India

A:

The Sacramentary in paragraphs 79-81 outlines what may or is to be placed on or near the altar. Flowers are not mentioned at all.
 
"Moderation should be observed in the decoration of the altar. During Advent the floral decoration of the altar should be marked by moderation suited to the character of this season. During Lent it is forbidden for the altar to be decorated with flowers. Laetare Sunday (fourth Sunday of Lent), solemnities, and feasts are exceptions. Floral decorations should always be done with moderation and placed around the altar rather than on its mensa."
 
"Only what is required for the celebration of the Mass may be placed on the mensa of the altar."
 
Paragraph 307 refers to the placement of candles on the altar stating that they should not obstruct the congregation’s view of what is occurring on the altar. The inference is clear that nothing (including flowers) should interfere with the congregation’s clear view of the altar.
 
"From these numbers of the General Instruction of the Roman Missal (which I quoted above), it may be inferred that what the Church desires with regard to the decoration of the sanctuary is an overall sense of moderation and well-balanced dignity, limiting, as far as possible, the use of merely decorative objects that have no direct liturgical function and avoidance of creating obstacles to the clear view of the assembly or impediments to its concentration on the celebration of the sacred mystery itself. While the decoration of the sanctuary should remain fairly stable, there is ample space for traditional elements that reflect the liturgical season (Advent wreath, poinsettias at Christmastide, etc."
 
"Everything is to be well balanced and must not interfere with the faithful’s clear view of what goes on at the altar or is placed on it."

Please remember that most of my quotations are taken from The Sacramentary and G.I.R.M. which were developed and approved for use in the USA. I would recommend that you discuss this report with your pastor or bishop who could advise you of any variations permitted in India.
This report prepared on April 17, 2011 by Ronald Smith, 11701 Maplewood Road, Chardon, Ohio 44024-8482, E-mail: <hfministry@roadrunner.com>. Readers may copy and distribute this report as desired to anyone as long as the content is not altered and it is copied in its entirety. In this little ministry I do free Catholic and occult related research and answer your questions. Questions are answered in this format with detailed footnotes on all quotes. If you have a question(s), please submit it to this landmail or e-mail address. Answers are usually forthcoming within one week. PLEASE NOTIFY ME OF ANY ERRORS THAT YOU MAY OBSERVE! 

† Let us recover by penance what we have lost by sin †

"EUCHARISTIC AMAZEMENT"

PASTORAL LETTER 2007-2008 TO ALL THE CATHOLICS OF KUWAIT FROM BISHOP CAMILLO BALLIN, MCCJ VICAR APOSTOLIC OF KUWAIT EXTRACT
III. The Altar: the Heart of the Church
The altar is the symbol of Christ. When the faithful come together, Christ is in their midst, and the altar becomes the visible sign of his presence (CCC 1383). Since the altar is the symbol of Christ, it becomes like the center and the heart of the church and a special object of veneration. The priest kisses it as a sacred relic at the beginning and at the end of the celebration; the faithful bow respectfully in front of it, and cover it with nicely decorated cloths.
Out of reverence, we do not use it as a common table; and we put on it only the few things that are needed for the celebration. Icons of the Virgin Mary or of a saint should not be put on the altar. Even the cross and the flowers are better placed either beside or around it.
Many a time I find on our altars everything: Missal, chalice, water and wine, bible, book of the announcements, sheets of the readings, book of songs, paper with the name of the dead for whom the Mass is offered, small box for the glasses of the priest, etc. Nothing is missing. The altar is not a table for our use but the symbol of Christ, so we have to avoid putting things on it and they should be put elsewhere. Even the skull-cup of the Bishop should not remain on the altar. When the Bishop removes his skull-cup (at the beginning of the Preface), a server should take it and put it on another table.
Yours in Jesus Christ, + Camillo Ballin, mccj 
Vicar Apostolic of Kuwait askbishop@gmail.com website: www.vicariatekuwait.or 
14 September 2007, Feast of the Triumph of the Cross
GUIDELINES FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
By Bishop Bosco Penha, President, Commission for Word & Worship. Archdiocese of Bombay

The Examiner weeklies of December 5, 2009, December 12, 2009 and January 2nd, 2010 EXTRACT
8. Floral arrangements should be modest and not overdone. They should not impede the approach to the altar, or restrict movement in the sanctuary or obscure the altar, lectern, etc. The flowers placed in the' sanctuary may not be taken away after the celebration. Flowers are not permitted during the season of Lent. During Advent, floral arrangements should be restrained and kept to the bare minimum. See p. 9
  Can we have non-Catholic/non-Christian Lectors?
Q:

Is there anything to be said about a non-Christian doing the first or second reading at Mass? Michael Prabhu, Chennai, India
A:

"Among the particular offices to be preserved and adapted to contemporary needs are those that are in a special way more closely connected with the ministries of the word and of the altar and that in the Latin Church are called the offices of reader and acolyte, etc."
 
"Ministries may be assigned to lay Christians; hence they are no longer to be considered as reserved to candidates for the sacrament of orders. Two ministries, adapted to present-day needs, are to be preserved in the whole Latin Church, namely, those of reader and acolyte. The reader is appointed for a function proper to him, that of reading the word of God in the liturgical assembly."
 
"Lay men who possess the age and qualifications determined by decree of the conference of bishops can be installed on a stable basis in the ministries of lector and acolyte."
 
"In the absence of an instituted lector, other laypersons may be commissioned to proclaim the readings from Sacred Scripture. They should be truly suited to perform this function and should receive careful preparation, so that the faithful by listening to the readings from the sacred texts may develop in their hearts a warm and living love for Sacred Scripture."

"The lector is instituted to proclaim the readings from Sacred Scripture, with the exception of the Gospel. In the absence of a psalmist he can proclaim the Psalm between readings."
 
"The lay Christian faithful called to give assistance at liturgical celebrations (this includes lectors and readers) should be well instructed and must be those whose Christian life, morals and fidelity to the Church’s Magisterium recommend them. It is fitting that such a one should have received a liturgical formation in accordance with his or her age, condition, state of life, and religious culture. No one should be selected whose designation could cause consternation for the faithful."
 

It should be obvious to the readers that appointment of a non-Christian that does not believe in most of our bible’s words would cause consternation for the faithful! Also, everything that I have quoted on this particular answer always infers a Catholic Christian be appointed to said position! When Church documents refer to 'Christian' she is referring to Catholics!

Remember that their can be slight variations on rubrics in The Sacramentary from country-to-country. I would recommend that you have a cleric in your own country review this report to check for any variations. I do not have access to The Sacramentary used in India. If I can be of further assistance, please ask.

This report prepared on January 12, 2011 by Ronald Smith, 11701 Maplewood Road, Chardon, Ohio 44024-8482, E-mail: <hfministry@roadrunner.com>. Readers may copy and distribute this report as desired to anyone as long as the content is not altered and it is copied in its entirety. In this little ministry I do free Catholic and occult related research and answer your questions. Questions are answered in this format with detailed footnotes on all quotes. If you have a question(s), please submit it to this landmail or e-mail address. Answers are usually forthcoming within one week. PLEASE NOTIFY ME OF ANY ERRORS THAT YOU MAY OBSERVE! 

† Let us recover by penance what we have lost by sin †

Non-Catholic lector?

http://forum.catholic.com/showthread.php?t=26717 
Q: The other day I was attending mass and the lector was a girl I knew. She is not Catholic, but she attends liturgy at the college where we go to school because there are no churches of her denomination anywhere nearby and our liturgy is the closest that of her denomination, even closer than most protestant services.

Are non-catholic lectors allowed? I always thought that they weren't. S., December 11, 2004

A: If the person is Eastern Orthodox:

126. Catholics may read lessons at a sacramental liturgical celebration in the Eastern Churches if they are invited to do so. An Eastern Christian may be invited to read the lessons at similar services in Catholic churches.

If the person is Protestant:

133. The reading of Scripture during a Eucharistic celebration in the Catholic Church is to be done by members of that Church. On exceptional occasions and for a just cause, the Bishop of the diocese may permit a member of another Church or ecclesial Community to take on the task of reader.

From the DIRECTORY FOR THE APPLICATION OF PRINCIPLES AND NORMS ON ECUMENISM
Who can be a Lector?

http://www.shcmoreauville.org/ministries:lector#toc3 EXTRACT
-A man, a woman, or a young adult. 

-A person in full communion with the Catholic Church. 

-A person serious about the practice of their [Catholic] faith. 

-A person who is willing to complete a parish formation process.

Non-Catholic Doing Readings

http://www.jimmyakin.org/2005/06/noncatholic_doi.html 

By Jimmy Akin June 13, 2005

A reader writes:

At a meeting last week, a friend from my parish informed me that her Methodist husband (who attends Mass with his wife) has been asked by our parish priest to say the readings at Mass on Saturday evenings (I attend Sunday morning Mass, so I wasn't aware of this and I was a little surprised by it). 

I want to know if it is in accordance with the teaching of the Church that a non Catholic can say the readings at Mass, or not. My friend’s husband does a great deal of work for the parish in other areas,  playing the organ at Mass and making the parish web site accessible, which I've never thought to question... but when I was told that he is saying the readings, I wondered if this might be in error. Maybe I just ask too many questions, hope you don't think this is a silly question.

Okay, several things here:

First, who can do the readings at Mass isn't a matter of Church teaching but of Church discipline. There is certainly a theological appropriateness for it to be a member of the faithful doing the readings, but the Magisterium hasn't distinctly articulated that fact in a doctrinal statement to my knowledge.

It has, however, written its law in such a way that this is going to be indicated in the great majority of cases. The Directory for the Application of Principles and Norms on Ecumenism states:

133. The reading of Scripture during a Eucharistic celebration in the Catholic Church is to be done by members of that Church. On exceptional occasions and for a just cause, the Bishop of the diocese may permit a member of another Church or ecclesial Community to take on the task of reader.

Your bishop, therefore, could authorize the gentleman to read "on exceptional occasions and for a just cause" (e.g., in an ecumenical service of some kind), but not on a regular basis in a typical parish Mass.

One other note: If the gentleman has been involved at your parish as you say (attending Mass, doing other things), it might well be that the priest who asked him to read has simply forgotten that he isn't Catholic (if he knew that to begin with, that is). 
I'll never forget years ago when my wife was dying and our parish priest came to give her the anointing of the sick. While there he gave her Communion and started to administer Communion to me as well until I stopped him. I was not yet Catholic at this time, but I had been hanging around the parish so much (attending Mass, etc.), that even though the priest and I had had a tense confrontation at Easter Vigil when he refused to admit me to the Church, by this point a few months later he'd already forgotten that I wasn't yet Catholic.

Something similar might well be happening in this case. If you show up, they tend to assume that you're Catholic unless you're constantly reminding them that you're not.

COMMENT

According to the General Instruction to the Roman Missal an instituted lector should do the readings. Institution of lectors is a ceremony performed by a bishop. Only in the absence of an instituted lector are others considered for proclaiming the readings. From the 2002 GIRM for the USA:

"99. The lector is instituted to proclaim the readings from Sacred Scripture, with the exception of the Gospel. He may also announce the intentions for the Prayer of the Faithful and, in the absence of a psalmist, proclaim the Psalm between the readings. In the Eucharistic Celebration, the lector has his own proper office (cf. below, nos. 194-198), which he must exercise personally.

Other Ministries…
101. In the absence of an instituted lector, other laypersons may be commissioned to proclaim the readings from Sacred Scripture. They should be truly suited to perform this function and should receive careful preparation, so that the faithful by listening to the readings from the sacred texts may develop in their hearts a warm and living love for Sacred Scripture."
Ask a Priest Questions and Answers
Fr. William G. Menzel, Fr. Kevin Bates, SM., Catholic View

http://www.catholicvu.com/newpage408htm.htm EXTRACT
Q: Can a non Catholic be a lector at any mass other than a funeral or wedding mass?

A: Being a lector is something that only a baptized Catholic in full communion with the Church can do.
ARRANGEMENT OF FLOWERS AT THE ALTAR
I accessed this information only after sending my question to Ronald Smith, see page 1.

Criteria for Preparing the Altar
http://www.zenit.org/rssenglish-31882
ROME, March 1, 2011 (Zenit.org) Answered by Legionary of Christ Father Edward McNamara, professor of liturgy at the Regina Apostolorum university.
Q: In our archdiocese there is no uniformity in the way the altar is prepared or laid out for liturgical celebrations. In some cases, the altar is dressed as a conference table; in others, the stone is never seen the whole year round, with the exception of Holy Thursday when it is stripped. My question is: How should the altar for liturgical celebration be arranged? V.A.F., Bamenda, Cameroon
A: Total uniformity is probably not possible -- and maybe not even desirable. In the first place, the missal itself offers several legitimate options, and second, the most appropriate layout depends on such factors as the size of the altar and sanctuary area as well as the possibilities of each parish. I will attempt to illustrate the various possibilities so that at least a common denominator can be established.
The altar should be covered by at least one white altar cloth (see the General Instruction of the Roman Missal, No. 304). It should at the very least cover the entire top of the altar table and preferably hang down on either side. It may also have a hanging fringe on the front and/or back of the altar, but this is not obligatory. 
It may be plain or adorned, in accordance with local tradition. If other cloths are used, then the white altar cloth is always the uppermost one.
This cloth is obligatory for Mass and may be removed after the celebration. However, it is probably best to reserve the symbol of the stripped altar for Holy Thursday and Good Friday, and for this reason it is best to leave the altar cloth habitually upon the altar. Outside of Mass it is good to cover the altar cloth with another simple cloth or cover so as to keep it clean at all times. If desired and useful, another cloth may also be placed underneath the altar cloth. These undercloths may be of a different color and of a heavier textile than the altar cloth. This helps avoid creases and gives greater stability to the altar cloth.
It is also a possible to use an antependium, or frontal. This cloth usually comes to the ground in front of the altar. It is usually a good-quality fabric and often embroidered with liturgical symbols. It may be white or the color of the liturgical season. Its use would not normally be recommendable if the altar is itself a significant work of art that is best left exposed.
The crucifix should be placed upon the altar or near it (see GIRM, No. 308). The cross should be large enough to be visible to the faithful. In general, there should be only one crucifix in the altar area. Benedict XVI has promoted the practice of placing the cross at the center of the altar between the priest and the people, but the present norms do not require this position. It is also possible to suspend the crucifix above the altar or on the wall behind it. If the processional cross is large enough, it may double as an altar cross. Should there be a fixed cross in the sanctuary, the processional cross is placed out of view after the entrance procession.
Two, four or six candles may be placed near or upon the altar (GIRM, No. 307). Seven may be used if the diocesan bishop celebrates Mass. The candles may be arranged in several ways, but they should not obscure the view of the ritual action on the altar. In some places the custom has developed of using two candles for weekday Masses, four for feasts, and six for Sundays, solemnities and exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.
With respect to flowers, GIRM, No. 305, says: "Moderation should be observed in the decoration of the altar. During Advent the floral decoration of the altar should be marked by a moderation suited to the character of this season, without expressing prematurely the full joy of the Nativity of the Lord. During Lent it is forbidden for the altar to be decorated with flowers. Laetare Sunday (Fourth Sunday of Lent), Solemnities, and Feasts are exceptions. Floral decorations should always be done with moderation and placed around the altar rather than on its mensa."
Regarding other elements necessary for Mass, No. 306 of the GIRM gives the overarching principle: "Only what is required for the celebration of the Mass may be placed on the mensa of the altar: namely, from the beginning of the celebration until the proclamation of the Gospel, the Book of the Gospels; then from the Presentation of the Gifts until the purification of the vessels, the chalice with the paten, a ciborium if necessary, and, finally, the corporal, the purificator, the pall, and the Missal. In addition, microphones that may be needed to amplify the priest's voice should be arranged discreetly."
Therefore, it is not good liturgical practice to leave the corporal, missal, microphone, etc., habitually upon the altar.
We have not been able to offer our reader a uniform criterion for the arrangement of the altar, but then this lack of total uniformity is something contemplated by the Church herself. We hope that what we have offered will at least offer some guidance in removing obviously erroneous practices.

Criteria for Preparing the Altar

http://www.zenit.org/article-32021?l=english 

ROME, March 15, 2011 (Zenit.org) Subsequent to our commentaries on the decoration of the altar (see March 1), a reader from Rochester, Minnesota, asked if it was possible to be more specific regarding some details. 
To wit: "1) How should one decorate the freestanding altar? How to decorate an ad orientem altar? 2) Where should flowers not be placed on an altar? I recently saw a photo of a celebration of the extraordinary form where flowers were displayed above the tabernacle! 3) On great days, if extra candles are desired, what is the best placement? 4) You mention the number of candles on various days. Do you know if the older ceremonial requiring this distribution is in force where there is regular choral celebration? 5) Do you know of good resources related to Catholic practice in church decoration? I know about the superb book that was put out years ago by the Flower and Altar Guilds of the National Cathedral on using flowers. I think that this could be used without difficulty in Catholic parishes with very large buildings, but I believe it is out of print."
It is not possible to go into detail with any great authority, given that the liturgical laws are themselves very succinct and leave much to the personal judgment of pastoral agents. In a way this is a good thing, since differences in church architecture, cultural tradition, and practical logistics mean that there might be more than one legitimate solution.
The closest that comes to official norms regarding flowers in the United States is found in the episcopal conference's document "Built of Living Stones." 
Regarding floral decoration these guidelines state:
"§124 Plans for seasonal decorations should include other areas besides the sanctuary. Decorations are intended to draw people to the true nature of the mystery being celebrated rather than being ends in themselves. Natural flowers, plants, wreaths and fabric hangings, and other seasonal objects can be arranged to enhance the primary liturgical points of focus. The altar should remain clear and free-standing, not walled in by massive floral displays or the Christmas crib, and pathways in the narthex, nave, and sanctuary should remain clear.
"§126 In the course of the liturgical year, the feasts and memorials of Our Lady and of saints with special significance for the parish afford opportunities to show devotion by adorning their images with tasteful floral arrangements or plants.
"§129 The use of living flowers and plants, rather than artificial greens, serves as a reminder of the gift of life God has given to the human community. Planning for plants and flowers should include not only the procurement and placement but also the continuing care needed to sustain living things."
While not overly specific they do give some good principles to help interpret what the General Instruction of the Roman Missal terms "moderate" floral decoration. Floral displays should not obstruct the liturgical action nor should processions have to weave their way around such displays. For a freestanding altar, flowers may be arranged in front of the altar in a way that emphasizes the feast but should not be an obstacle, for example, to walking around it while incensing. As a general rule flowers should not be placed on the altar table.
The above norms refer obviously to a freestanding altar. An old high altar still in use would follow in general terms the norms in force for the extraordinary form.
The general principle regarding flowers in this form is that they are unnecessary, but there is no law against them on feast days in accordance with local custom. They should be used with great restraint. The Ceremonial of Bishops for this form suggests small vases of little flowers on the greater feasts (I, xii, 12). Natural flowers or those made of silk or other precious fabrics may be used. Forbidden is the use of flowers made of porcelain, glass, plastic or fabric other than silk.
Flowers may be placed between the candlesticks upon the altar as well as upon the lower steps leading up to the altar but never in front of the tabernacle door.
Regarding altar candles in this form, the relative norms are that they should be placed symmetrically on each side of the cross, upon the altar table or on the upper steps of the altar. Six candles are generally used on the high altar, two on side altars. The number can be increased for a special function such as the Forty Hours' Devotion. Candlesticks with multiple branches are forbidden.
The Ceremonial of Bishops (I, xii, 11) says that the candlesticks or the candles should be of different sizes and placed in ascending order toward the center of the altar in such a way as to form a kind of pyramid with the cross. However, equal-sized candles are also admitted.
There are no precise rules regarding how to place candlesticks in the ordinary form, and the disposition can be varied according to circumstances, depending, for example, on the number of concelebrants or the number of sacred vessels required for a specific celebration.
Although I know of no specific title regarding church floral decorations, specialist publishers such as the Archdiocese of Chicago's Liturgy Training Publications have several books that touch upon the subject of decoration in general.
I hope this covers most of our reader's inquiries.
Decorating the sanctuary
http://www.zenit.org/article-10192?l=english 

ROME, May 25, 2004 (Zenit.org) Answered by Father Edward McNamara, professor of liturgy at the Regina Apostolorum Pontifical University.
Q: I have been searching for some type of directives regarding the decorating of the sanctuary. In the parish here we have a decorating committee that can do just about any type of decorating that it wants. Isn't there a book that contains what is permissible and what isn't? A.R., Hinckley, Ohio
A: By decoration I suppose you mean the occasional decoration of the sanctuary (flowers, etc.) and not the overall structure of the sanctuary itself.
The U.S. bishops' conference has recently published an official document, "Built of Living Stones," which gives concrete guidelines for many aspects of church construction and design.
The document may be obtained from the conference itself or from Catholic bookstores.
Apart from this, some general norms of the Church regarding decorating the sanctuary are contained in the General Instruction of the Roman Missal, in Nos. 304 and following, which address some aspects directly regarding the decoration of the altar but whose principles may be applied to the sanctuary in general.

No. 304 states: "Out of reverence for the celebration of the memorial of the Lord and for the banquet in which the Body and Blood of the Lord are offered on an altar where this memorial is celebrated, there should be at least one white cloth, its shape, size, and decoration in keeping with the altar's design. When, in the dioceses of the United States of America, other cloths are used in addition to the altar cloth, then those cloths may be of other colors possessing Christian honorific or festive significance according to longstanding local usage, provided that the uppermost cloth covering the mensa (i.e., the altar cloth itself) is always white in color."
No. 305 reminds us that: "Moderation should be observed in the decoration of the altar."
This applies especially to floral decorations, which "should always be done with moderation and placed around the altar rather than on its mensa," and which should be especially moderate during Advent and which are forbidden during Lent except for the Laetare Sunday (Fourth Sunday of Lent), as well as solemnities and feasts.
No. 306 gives as a principle that "Only what is required for the celebration of the Mass may be placed on the mensa of the altar: namely, from the beginning of the celebration until the proclamation of the Gospel, the Book of the Gospels; then from the Presentation of the Gifts until the purification of the vessels, the chalice with the paten, a ciborium if necessary, and, finally, the corporal, the purificator, the pall, and the Missal." A microphone is also permitted when necessary.
This means that any other elements or symbols should not be placed on the altar.
No. 308 requires the use of a "cross, with the figure of Christ crucified upon it, either on the altar or near it, where it is clearly visible to the assembled congregation. It is appropriate that such a cross, which calls to mind for the faithful the saving Passion of the Lord, remain near the altar even outside of liturgical celebrations."
No. 307 deals specifically with candles but also makes another valid criterion with respect to general decorum: "The candles ... are to be appropriately placed either on or around the altar in a way suited to the design of the altar and the sanctuary so that the whole may be well balanced and not interfere with the faithful's clear view of what takes place at the altar or what is placed on it."
Further on, No. 318 speaks of the use of sacred images: "In the earthly Liturgy, the Church participates, by a foretaste, in that heavenly Liturgy which is celebrated in the holy city of Jerusalem toward which she journeys as a pilgrim, and where Christ is sitting at the right hand of God; and by venerating the memory of the Saints, she hopes one day to have some part and fellowship with them.
"Thus, images of the Lord, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and the Saints, in accordance with the Church's most ancient tradition, should be displayed for veneration by the faithful in sacred buildings and should be arranged so as to usher the faithful toward the mysteries of faith celebrated there. For this reason, care should be taken that their number not be increased indiscriminately, and that they be arranged in proper order so as not to distract the faithful's attention from the celebration itself. There should usually be only one image of any given Saint. Generally speaking, in the ornamentation and arrangement of a church as far as images are concerned, provision should be made for the devotion of the entire community as well as for the beauty and dignity of the images."
From these numbers of the GIRM it may be inferred that what the Church desires with regard to the decoration of the sanctuary is an overall sense of moderation and well-balanced dignity, limiting, as far as possible, the use of merely decorative objects that have no direct liturgical function and avoidance of creating obstacles to the clear view of the assembly or impediments to its concentration on the celebration of the sacred mystery itself.
Thus, while the decoration of the sanctuary should remain fairly stable, there is ample space for traditional elements that reflect the liturgical season (Advent wreath, poinsettias at Christmastide, etc.) and for the occasional use of truly artistic banners on major feasts.
Although artistic banners may be used it is best to avoid the use of message posters in the sanctuary as well as other occasional articles such as children's drawings and the like which might draw attention away from the centrality of the celebration.
These objects are not necessarily excluded from the precincts of the church but should preferably be placed in some other suitable place outside the sanctuary.

And More on Decorating the Sanctuary

http://www.zenit.org/article-10312?l=english
ROME, June 8, 2004 (Zenit.org) Answered by Father Edward McNamara, professor of liturgy at the Regina Apostolorum Pontifical University.
Many readers asked for clarifications regarding the May 25 column on decorating the sanctuary. A member of the military asked if a crucifix may be placed upon the altar during the celebration of Mass.
No. 308 of the General Instruction of the Roman Missal clearly permits this option, which is often necessary in situations where Mass is celebrated outside of a permanent chapel.
Such a crucifix would usually be placed at the front of the altar in a central position directly in front of the celebrant with the corpus facing toward the altar. In such a case the crucifix should not be so large as to obscure the faithful's view of the sacred action, nor so small as to be practically invisible. There are many thin metal crosses that can perfectly fulfill this task.
Related to what should be on the altar, a reader referred to a custom in one parish: "During Sunday Mass, at the preparation of the gifts, a given family comes up to cover the altar. First, they put down an altar cloth, always the color of the day or feast. Then, they put down a corporal. Then they set down several purificators which will be used at Communion time.
"After Communion, the same family comes forward again. They fold and remove the corporal and any purificators which might still be there, fold up the altar cloth, bow, and take all these items out of sight. The closing prayer, announcements, and blessing, are all said with the altar-table bare, as if stripped as on Good Friday and Holy Saturday."
Perhaps this is a rather radical interpretation of GIRM, No. 306: "Only what is required for the celebration of the Mass may be placed on the mensa of the altar." But this practice certainly does not correspond to liturgical norms.
GIRM No. 117, treating of the articles to be prepared before Mass, states: "The altar is to be covered with at least one white cloth. In addition, on or next to the altar are to be placed candlesticks with lighted candles: at least two in any celebration, or even four or six, especially for a Sunday Mass or a holy day of obligation ..."
No. 118 continues: "On the credence table: the chalice, a corporal, a purificator, and, if appropriate, the pall; the paten and, if needed, ciboria; bread for the Communion of the priest who presides, the deacon, the ministers, and the people; cruets containing the wine and the water, unless all of these are presented by the faithful in procession at the Offertory; the vessel of water to be blessed, if the asperges occurs; 
the Communion-plate for the Communion of the faithful; and whatever is needed for the washing of hands."
Thus it is clear that these things should be prepared beforehand and not during Mass. Likewise the preparation of the altar, especially the extending the corporal and preparing the sacred vessels, is preferably undertaken by the deacon or, if lacking, by the acolytes.
The altar should be habitually covered even outside of Mass, although it is customary in many places to protect the white altar cloth outside of Mass by covering it with another cloth. This cloth should be removed some time before the Eucharistic celebration begins.
If stripping the altar after Mass were a regular practice then the rubrics requiring this action during the Easter Triduum would have no significance at all.
A reader from the Philippines asked if flowers were forbidden on the altar.
It is true that GIRM No. 305 does not use the word "forbidden" when referring to flowers being placed upon the altar, but certainly indicates a clear preference. When read in tandem with the text of No. 306 quoted above, on placing only what is essential upon the altar, I believe it becomes more than a mere preference.
Even though there may be some rare exceptions to this general norm, I suggest that we should always try to follow the clear sense of the rule which best reflect what the Church desires for the liturgy.
On this topic readers may wish to consult an excellent recent article, "In Praise of Flowers," published in the March/April edition of the Environment & Art Letter. This recently revamped newsletter, produced by the Archdiocese of Chicago's Liturgy Training Publications, should prove to be a useful resource for parishes on all aspects of church decoration.
Several readers asked about the appropriateness of having national flags in the sanctuary.
Surprisingly, there are no regulations of any kind governing the display of flags in Roman Catholic churches. Neither the Code of Canon law, nor the liturgical books of the Roman rite comment on this practice. As a result, the question of whether and how to display a national or other flag in a church is left up to the judgment of the diocesan bishop, who in turn often delegates this to the discretion of the pastor.
It appears that the origin of the display of the American flag in many U.S. parishes stems from the custom of offering prayers for those who served during World War II. At that time, many bishops and pastors provided a book of remembrance near the American flag, requesting prayers for loved ones -- especially those serving their country in the armed forces -- as a way of keeping before the attention of the faithful the needs of military families.
After the war the custom of having the flag present in the sanctuary, often accompanied by the pontifical standard, continued even in periods with no major international conflicts.
The practice, while not confined to the United States, is not widespread in other countries and is usually confined to certain churches of particular national importance.
The Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City, for example, displays a large national flag near the image of the Patroness of America and in another part of the church the flags of all the nations of North and South America.

The U.S. bishops' Committee on the Liturgy has in the past encouraged pastors not to place the flag within the sanctuary itself, in order to reserve that space for the altar, the ambo, the presidential chair and the tabernacle. Instead, the suggestion has been made that the American flag be placed outside the sanctuary, or in the vestibule of the church together with a book of prayer requests. It remains, however, for the diocesan bishop to determine regulations in this matter.
Personally I would hold that national flags are best kept out of the sanctuary and the practice should not be introduced where no custom exists. If used, however, they should be discreet and of modest dimensions.
Finally, a Canadian reader asked if GIRM No. 318 meant that only one title of the Blessed Virgin may be placed in the church. The text says:
"Thus, images of the Lord, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and the Saints, in accordance with the Church's most ancient tradition, should be displayed for veneration by the faithful in sacred buildings and should be arranged so as to usher the faithful toward the mysteries of faith celebrated there. For this reason, care should be taken that their number not be increased indiscriminately, and that they be arranged in proper order so as not to distract the faithful's attention from the celebration itself. There should usually be only one image of any given Saint. Generally speaking, in the ornamentation and arrangement of a church as far as images are concerned, provision should be made for the devotion of the entire community as well as for the beauty and dignity of the images."
This is basically a pastoral norm that strives to strike a balance between the needs of the liturgy and the private devotion the faithful.
In order to serve the liturgy, the norm indicates that images should not be so numerous as to distract the faithful during the celebration.
At the same time it asks that provision should be made for the devotion of the entire community so that images should be set up to cater for those devotions most deeply held by the local community, not excluding the use of votive lamps before the images.
The reason the document says that there should not be more than one image of any saint set up for veneration recalls certain excesses of former times in which more than one altar was dedicated to the same saint.
However, I do not think that the prohibition of more than one image would exclude images not explicitly set up for veneration as when, for example, in addition to a statue of a church's patron saint there are several murals or stained glass windows that illustrate episodes of the saint's life.
Nor would it exclude adding another image of the Blessed Virgin if pastorally advisable. For example, if, due to demographic change, a parish dedicated to the Virgin of Loreto acquired a significant Hispanic population there would be no reason to exclude the pastor setting up an alcove to Our Lady of Guadalupe to respond to the devotional traditions of the people.
Altar Crucifixes, where they should face
http://www.zenit.org/article-15909?l=english 
ROME, May 2, 2006 (Zenit.org) Answered by Father Edward McNamara, professor of liturgy at the Regina Apostolorum university.
Q: When an altar crucifix is used during the celebration of Mass, ought the corpus to be facing toward the priest or toward the congregation? D.V., Washington, D.C.
A: The indications in the General Instruction of the Roman Missal are sparse regarding the direction of the figure of Christ on the cross:
"No 308. There is also to be a cross, with the figure of Christ crucified upon it, either on the altar or near it, where it is clearly visible to the assembled congregation. It is appropriate that such a cross, which calls to mind for the faithful the saving Passion of the Lord, remain near the altar even outside of liturgical celebrations."
Taking our cue from Monsignor Peter Elliott's liturgy manual, we might add that the crucifix should be located on, next to, immediately behind or suspended above the altar. It should be visibly related to the altar as viewed by the people.
As Monsignor Elliott comments: "The liturgical crucifix is not primarily for the private devotion of the celebrant but is a sign in the midst of the Eucharistic assembly proclaiming that the Mass is the same Sacrifice as Calvary."
Thus, strictly speaking, the altar crucifix is in relationship to the altar, and not just to the priest, and for this reason the "corpus" is usually turned toward the altar.
An altar crucifix can be somewhat off-putting for the faithful who can see only the reverse of the cross. This is a relatively new problem as, before the liturgical reform, the whole assembly, priest and people, faced both altar and crucifix in the same direction.
For this reason the best solution appears to be either the large crucifix permanently behind or above the altar.
If this is not possible, then the very flexibility of the norms would allow for a processional cross, or a larger but movable crucifix on a stand, which is placed near the altar in such a position that clearly relates to the altar while remaining visible to the faithful.

Follow-up: Where Altar Crucifixes Should Face
http://www.zenit.org/article-16033?l=english 
ROME, May 16, 2006 (Zenit.org) Answered by Father Edward McNamara, professor of liturgy at the Regina Apostolorum university.

After our column on the position of the altar crucifix (May 2), a priest from San Diego, California, asked:
"If the crucifix is on the altar -- and if the priest is celebrating 'versus populum' -- should the crucifix face the priest or face the people? Based on GIRM, No. 308: 'There is also to be a cross, with the figure of Christ crucified upon it, either on the altar or near it, where it is clearly visible to the assembled congregation.'
"Since the concern here is visibility 'to the assembled congregation,' it would seem also that a crucifix on the mensa of the altar should be turned to face the people."
I am not convinced of this interpretation. The mention of the figure of Christ in the new General Instruction of the Roman Missal was inserted above all to eliminate the nascent fashion for bare crosses. I believe that the visibility requirement refers above all to the cross itself.
The rubrics of the Ceremonial of Bishops in use before the conciliar reforms already foresaw the possibility of the altar "versus populum." This book, while mandating that the cross be visible to all, also prescribed that the corpus be placed toward the altar ("cum imagine sanctissimi Crucifixi versa ad interiorem altaris faciem").
Another priest suggested having an altar crucifix designed with a figure on both sides.
Although there do not seem to be present norms to forbid this practice, it was not permitted in earlier times.
Some manuals recommended the use of other images on the side of the cross (facing the people) such as the fish symbol or even another image of the Redeemer such as the Good Shepherd or King of Kings.
With regard to visibility many local synods established a minimum size of 40 centimeters (16 inches) for the vertical to 22 centimeters (8.8 inches) for the horizontal bar, although in practice the altar cross was often larger.
A decree of Pope Benedict XIV (1740-1758) also established that another cross was not necessary if a large crucifix was painted or sculptured as part of an altarpiece.
Although this decree is no longer operative it helps us to give an affirmative answer to another question from Bloomington, Illinois, as to whether a large crucifix, suspended from the ceiling or placed on the wall behind the altar, is sufficient.
No. 129 of the present Ceremonial of Bishops recommends that the processional cross be used as an altar cross for the bishop's Mass. If, however, a cross is already present, then the processional cross is put away until the end of Mass.

See CRITERIA FOR CHOIR MEMBERS, LECTORS, COMMENTATORS AND CATECHISM TEACHERS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CRITERIA_FOR_CHOIR_MEMBERS_LECTORS_COMMENTATORS_AND_CATECHISM_TEACHERS.doc
Flowers on the altar

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/lit/viewanswer.asp?QID=337 

May 2, 2008

Are flowers allowed to remain on the altar during the mass or should they be taken off and replaced later. -Mary
I am guessing that you are asking about a freestanding altar. No, there must not be any flowers on the altar at all.

"The arrangement of flowers should always be modest, and placed around the altar rather than on top of it" (GIRM, n.305)

"On the mensa of the altar should be placed only those things required for the celebration of the Mass."(n.306) -Jacob Slavek
www.ephesians-511.net michaelprabhu@vsnl.net 
LITURGICAL ABUSES-LETTER TO THE BISHOP OF CLEVELAND-I
                                                                                                                                           NOVEMBER 2011

"Not to oppose error is to approve it, and not to defend the truth is to suppress it" - Pope St. Felix III

Note: In this letter I may occasionally use bold print, Italics, or word underlining for emphasis. This will be my personal emphasis and not that of the source that I am quoting. 
February 6, 2005

11701 Maplewood Road,

Chardon, Ohio 44024-8482

E-mail: hfministry@juno.com
Most Reverend Anthony Pilla

Diocese of Cleveland

1027 Superior Avenue,

Cleveland, Ohio 44114-2560

Dear Bishop Pilla,

On January 29, 2005, I attended the 4:30 P.M. Mass at St. Mary’s in Chardon. Fr. Gregory Schaut was the celebrant. Two altar servers assisted him. I observed the following liturgical abuses at this Mass:

· Displayed in the sanctuary was a large banner with colored hands, a world globe on a table with a textbook, a basketball, small US flag, a school chair with a doll sitting on it. This display was to draw attention to, I believe, Catholic Schools Week. These items, other than the banner, were directly in front of the altar.

· The altar was covered throughout Mass with a brown tablecloth with flower prints on it (no white altar cover).

· Fr. Schaut gave the homily from the nave.

· At the Fractioning Rite, one of the Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion approached the altar and assisted by passing ciboria back and forth to the priest while the altar servers did nothing.

· Glass water-type glasses and glass salad-type bowls were used to distribute Holy Communion. I reported this to you last spring and it has not been corrected.

On February 5, 2005 I attended the 4:30 P.M. Mass at St. Mary’s in Chardon. Fr. Schaut was the celebrant assisted by Deacon Larry Boenlein and two altar servers. I observed the following liturgical abuses at this Mass:

· The altar was covered throughout Mass with a brown tablecloth with flower prints on it (no white altar cover).

· Fr. Schaut gave the homily from the nave.

· At the Fractioning Rite, one of the Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion approached the altar and assisted by passing ciboria back and forth to the priest while the altar servers and deacon did nothing.

· GRAVE ABUSE: During the homily Fr. Schaut talked about confession. He said that in the confessional some people tell him that they gossip about others. He then mentioned two more items that were told to him in the confessional. I do not remember these, as I was shocked that he would talk about this to us and I had no notebook with me.

· During the homily Fr, Schaut carried the Easter candle from the back of the church to the front. He had the congregation twice sing some response while he did this. I would not and, again, I do not remember the words of the response and did not have a notebook to record them. 

· The deacon ministered the Body of Christ at communion time instead of the cup.

· Glass water-type glasses and glass salad-type bowls were used to distribute Holy Communion.

· In the bulletin from this Mass, Fr. Gilles said (in part), "On the other hand, we are advised not to scruple over the failure to observe an individual day of penance."


The Catholic Schools Week display in the sanctuary (of all places) is not permitted within the rubrics. This display was put directly in front of the altar. Everyone’s attention during Mass was inadvertently drawn to the display as opposed to the sacrifice occurring upon the altar. Paragraphs 79-81 of The Sacramentary state what is to be prepared and placed in the sanctuary.
 

The Sacramentary is written in the positive-affirmative style that means it says what is required and what is permitted. It is not possible to list all things not permitted in the sanctuary. 


"The Articles to be Prepared: The altar is to be covered with at least one white cloth."


The homily is to be given from the sanctuary. "The sanctuary is the place where the altar stands, where the word of God is proclaimed, and where the priest, the deacon, and the other ministers exercise their office."


 "These ministers (Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion) should not approach the altar before the priest has received communion."
 
"The abuse that has prevailed in some places, by which this Rite (Fractioning Rite) is unnecessarily prolonged and given undue emphasis, with laypersons also helping in contradiction to the norms, should be corrected with all haste."


The congregation listens to a homily to learn more about the readings and their faith. They are not to participate in the homily. "The homily, which is given in the course of the celebration of Holy Mass and is part of the Liturgy itself, should ordinarily be given by the Priest celebrant himself. He may entrust it to a concelebrating priest or occasionally, according to circumstances, to a Deacon, but never to a lay person."
 

The inference in this rubric is quite clear. All, 100%, of the homily is reserved to a member of the clergy only. The homily is not meant to be a performance where the 'audience' participates. To me it is apparent what has happened here. I have reported abuses of the laity assisting with the Fractioning Rite and other functions of the clergy during Holy Mass for well over a year now. These abuses have not been corrected. Since they have not been corrected they are now being extended to the laity 'performing' during the homily. We lay people, when referring to disciplining our children, often use the expression, "Give them an inch and they’ll take a mile." Somewhere in scripture our Lord says, "You reap what you sow." Where will the laity take on a priestly function next?


"Reprobated, therefore, is any practice of using for the celebration of Mass common vessels, or others lacking in quality, or devoid of all artistic merit or which are mere containers, as also other vessels made from glass, earthenware, clay, or other materials that break easily."

"At Mass the deacon has his own part in proclaiming the Gospel, in preaching God’s word from time to time, in announcing the intentions of the Prayer of the Faithful, in ministering to the priest, in preparing the altar and serving the celebration of the Sacrifice, in distributing the Eucharist to the faithful, especially under the species of wine, and sometimes in giving direction regarding the people’s gestures and postures."
 

The instructions of this rubric show that the deacon should assist the priest, if necessary, during the Fractioning Rite and that the deacon should especially minister the Precious Blood.


"All members of the Christian faithful in their own way are bound to do penance in virtue of divine law; in order that all may be joined in a common observance of penance, penitential days are prescribed in which the Christian faithful in a special way pray, exercise works of piety and charity, and deny themselves by fulfilling their responsibilities more faithfully and especially by observing fast and abstinence according to the norm of the following canons."
 
"All Fridays through the year and the time of Lent are penitential days and times throughout the universal Church."
 "Abstinence and fast are to be observed on Ash Wednesday and on the Friday of the Passion and Death of Our Lord Jesus Christ."
 

The canons are clear concerning our fast and abstinence requirements, particularly during Lent. Throughout my Catholic life Holy Church has consistently (until now) told me and taught me that it is a sin that requires confession to violate the fast and abstinence laws other than in a narrowly defined set of exceptions (illness, etc.) People reading Fr. Gilles advice in the bulletin are going to interpret what he said as a dispensation from the requirements of fast and abstinence. You or Fr. Gilles owe it to the flock to not mislead us here. This needs immediate correction!


In all of my many past letters on liturgical abuses to you and Bishop Gries, I have cited the many rules, canons and regulations that require the bishop to oversee the liturgy in his diocese and to correct abuses therein. I will not repeat all of this legislation here.


As always your Eminence, you and Fr. Murray remain in my daily prayers. Yours in Christ,

Ronald Smith

CC: a few interested faithful

Enclosure: St. Mary’s bulletin of 2/6/05

LITURGICAL ABUSES-LETTER TO THE BISHOP OF CLEVELAND-II
October 4, 2011

11701 Maplewood Road,

Chardon, Ohio 44024-8482

E-mail: hfministry@juno.com
Most Reverend Richard C. Lennon

1027 Superior Avenue,

Cleveland, Ohio 44114-2560

Dear Bishop Lennon,
Should we be politically correct or God correct? 


On 09/11/2011 I began to attend the 8:30 A.M. Sunday Mass at St. Mary’s in Chardon. I go to Mass forty-five minutes to an hour early to allow myself prayer time with our Lord, which is what I did on this particular day. As I entered the Church I observed a considerable number of school paraphernalia in the sanctuary (books, blocks, etc.) displayed in front of the altar. Hanging from the top of the altar on its front was a huge banner with some type of message about the anniversary of St. Mary’s School. I wasn’t upset; I WAS OUTRAGED that the Lord’s sanctuary and altar where bread and wine become His body and blood could be abused like this BY ANYONE! "He (Jesus) found in the temple area those who sold oxen, sheep, and doves, as well as the money-changers seated there. He made a whip out of cords and drove them all out of the temple area, with the sheep and oxen, and spilled the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables, and to those who sold doves He said, 'Take these out of here, and stop making my Father’s house a marketplace'. His disciples recalled the words of scripture, 'Zeal for Your house will consume Me'."

 I went to the pew where I normally sit for my prayers. I tried to concentrate but I could not. I made a decision. I went into the lobby, obtained a pencil and paper and wrote a brief note expressing my outrage at what was in our sanctuary. I signed it with my address. In the note I ended by saying that as of this time I was dropping my membership at St. Mary’s Church. I gave the note to an usher and asked him to give it to whatever priest said Mass. I left and went to another Church for Mass. St. Mary’s has a huge narthex where this display could have been placed. I have been a 'Romin Catholic' ever since, meeting my Sunday obligations by going to a variety of Catholic parishes. I have found one in particular that I will most likely register in as a member in the near future.


"Any Catholic, whether Priest or Deacon or lay member of Christ’s faithful, has the right to lodge a complaint regarding a liturgical abuse to the diocesan Bishop or the competent Ordinary equivalent to him in law, or to the Apostolic See on account of the primacy of the Roman Pontiff. It is fitting, however, insofar as possible, that the report or complaint be submitted first to the diocesan Bishop."

"In an altogether particular manner, let everyone do all that is in their power to ensure that the Most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist will be protected from any and every irreverence or distortion and THAT ALL ABUSES BE THOROUGHLY CORRECTED. 

This is a most serious duty incumbent upon each and every one, and all are bound to carry it out without any favoritism."
 

This quotation seems to imply that EVERYONE includes you and I! This letter to you is a demonstration of me doing my part. Are you going to now do your part? Remember what our Lord says to those who do their jobs well, "Well done, my good and faithful servant."

The Sacramentary in paragraphs 79-81 outlines what may or is to be placed on or near the altar.
 

"Moderation should be observed in the decoration of the altar. During Advent the floral decoration of the altar should be marked by moderation suited to the character of this season. During Lent it is forbidden for the altar to be decorated with flowers. Laetare Sunday (4th Sunday of Lent), solemnities, and feasts are exceptions. Floral decorations should always be done with moderation and placed around the altar rather than on its Mensa."
 

"ONLY WHAT IS REQUIRED FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE MASS MAY BE PLACED ON THE MENSA OF THE ALTAR."
 
Paragraph 307 refers to the placement of candles on the altar stating that they should not obstruct the congregation’s view of what is occurring on the altar. The inference is clear that nothing should interfere with the congregation’s clear view of the altar.
 

"From these numbers of the General Instruction of the Roman Missal (which I quoted above), it may be inferred that what the Church desires with regard to the decoration of the sanctuary is an overall sense of moderation and well-balanced DIGNITY, LIMITING, AS FAR AS POSSIBLE, THE USE OF MERELY DECORATIVE OBJECTS THAT HAVE NO DIRECT LITURGICAL FUNCTION and avoidance of creating obstacles to the clear view of the assembly or impediments to its concentration on the celebration of the sacred mystery itself. While the decoration of the sanctuary should remain fairly stable, there is ample space for traditional elements that reflect the liturgical season (Advent wreath, poinsettias at Christmastide, etc."
 "Everything is to be well balanced and must not interfere with the faithful’s clear view of what goes on at the altar or is placed on it."

With total charity in mind I need to say that bishops, in general, need to return to the 'classroom' and relearn how to govern their dioceses. Liturgical abuses do not just go away; they need to be 'sent packing' by the Ordinary – that’s part of his job! By the bishops and clergy refusing to make corrections in liturgical abuses, the laity begins to believe that the abuses are permissible and they follow - like lambs to the slaughter! 

I have written you many previous letters regarding liturgical abuses and have not heard back from you. In those previous letters I have quoted extensively what is required of the bishop in matters such as these. I do not feel that I need to re-quote all of this procedure again. You continue to be in my prayers. Please say a blessing for my elderly mother Ann Smith. Yours in Christ,

Ronald Smith

CC: Sr. Sandy Nativio, S.N.D., schooladmin@stmaryschoolchardon.org 
† Let us recover by penance what we have lost by sin †

This report prepared on October 4, 2011 by Ronald Smith, 11701 Maplewood Road, Chardon, Ohio 44024-8482, E-mail: <hfministry@roadrunner.com>. Readers may copy and distribute this report as desired to anyone as long as the content is not altered and it is copied in its entirety. In this little ministry I do free Catholic and occult related research and answer your questions. Questions are answered in this format with detailed footnotes on all quotes. If you have a question(s), please submit it to this landmail or e-mail address. Answers are usually forthcoming within one week. PLEASE NOTIFY ME OF ANY ERRORS THAT YOU MAY OBSERVE! 
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