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                                                                      JULY 6, 2017
Homosexuality. Inside the Vatican
The Council of Cardinal Advisers, formally the Council of Cardinals, was a group of nine Catholic cardinals appointed by Pope Francis to serve as his advisers. It’s two down, now.
Announced April 13, 2013, one month after his election, it was formally established 28 September the same year.
The Council consists of 9 Cardinals plus Marcello Semeraro, who is a Bishop rather than a Cardinal, and who serves as Secretary for the group.

Óscar Andrés Rodríguez Maradiaga, SDB, Archbishop of Tegucigalpa, Honduras, (coordinator)

Giuseppe Bertello, President of the Pontifical Commission for the Vatican City State

Chile, Francisco Javier Errázuriz Ossa, Italy, Archbishop-Emeritus of Santiago de Chile

Oswald Gracias, Archbishop of Bombay, India,
Reinhard Marx, Archbishop of Munich and Freising, Germany,
Laurent Monsengwo Pasinya, Archbishop of Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo
Seán Patrick O'Malley OFM Cap, Archbishop of Boston, United States
George Pell, Australia, Prefect of the Secretariat for the Economy

Pietro Parolin, Italy, Secretary of State.
Marcello Semeraro, Bishop of Albano, Italy, is the Secretary.

Cardinal Ivan Dias recently expired and Cardinal George Pell is recalled to Australia by the courts to face historical sex abuse charges. 

Meanwhile, Cardinal Gerhard Ludwig Müller, the head of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, has not had his tenure renewed, and Cardinal Francesco Coccopa​l​merio, head of the Pontifical Council for Legislative texts, is under a scandal too.
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Vaticano, fermato un monsignore: festini gay e droga al Palazzo dell’ex Sant’Uffizio
http://www.ilfattoquotidiano.it/2017/06/28/vaticano-fermato-un-monsignore-festini-gay-e-droga-nel-palazzo-del-santuffizio/3691426/
By Francesco Antonio Grana, June 28, 2017

[Original story …]

Clouds of scandal gather over Vatican after police break up gay orgy
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/clouds-of-scandal-gather-over-vatican-after-police-break-up-gay-orgy-cardinal-tdfn9px8q
By Philip Willan, Rome, July 4, 2017

[As below]
Police raid gay orgy at cardinal’s Vatican apartment
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/world/the-times/police-raid-gay-orgy-at-cardinals-vatican-apartment/news-story/54f2b2825bf1f12b523b246b23bed5e4 

By Philip Willan, The Times, Reuters, July 5, 2017

Vatican police broke up a homosexual orgy last month in an apartment belonging to the Con​gregation for the Doctrine of the Faith — the department charged with, among other things, tackling clerical sexual abuse.
The occupant of the apartment is alleged to be the secretary of Cardinal Francesco Coccopa​l​merio, head of the Pontifical Council for Legislative texts and a key adviser to the Pope.

Cardinal Coccopalmerio is said to have recommended his aide for promotion to bishop, but those plans are likely to be disrupted by news of the orgy and by a period spent recovering from a drug overdose in a Rome hospital and another in an Italian monastery.

The allegations about the orgy were published by the newspaper Il Fatto Quotidiano.

The incident is symptomatic of a difficult period for the Pope. Four years into his papacy his reforms should be at full throttle; instead, the Catholic Church appears racked by conflict and scandal.

Critics blame the Pope’s choice of personnel: Cardinal George Pell, appointed to clean up the Vatican’s murky finances, has taken a leave of absence to defend himself against sex abuse charges in Australia, and Cardinal Gerhard Mueller, head of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, has not had his tenure renewed.

Both men are seen as doctrinal conservatives who could have been an obstacle to the Pope’s ​efforts to introduce a more merciful approach on questions of marriage, divorce and communion.

Both had signed a letter, together with 11 other cardinals, complaining that progressive forces were attempting to manipulate the outcome of a controversial synod on the family.

The manner of their departure risks inflaming a minority of traditionalists deeply unhappy with the Pope’s reforms. Cardinal Muller’s successor, Archbishop Luis Ladaria Ferrer, is accused of covering up sex crimes committed by a priest in Italy, compounding the reputational damage.

Conservatives have also been uncomfortable with the Pope’s reluctance to intervene in the Charlie Gard case, seeing him as aligned with English courts and bishops wanting to spare a sick child from suffering, rather than determined to defend life at all costs. The terminally ill 10-month-old boy has a form of mitochondrial disease — a genetic condition that causes progressive muscle weakness and brain damage — and has been at the centre of a legal battle between his parents, who wanted him treated in the US, and specialists at the London hospital who said the treatment was experimental and would not help.

“Resistance to the Pope is growing,” said a Vatican source. “We have seen five troubling ​stories emerge in a matter of a few days. They have created turbulence. There’s not going to be a schism, but the Pope has lost credibility in the eyes of many.”

The source said many of Francis’s appointments were controversial; from the prelate chosen to liaise with the Vatican Bank who was found to have been involved in sex scandals, to Francesca Chaouqui, a laywoman chosen for a fin​ancial reform commission who leaked Vatican files to the press.

“The Pope has been appointing people who are good parish priests to run dioceses in Italy, but it takes something else to be a bishop and they don’t have the stature for it,” the source said. “Paradoxically, these setbacks are pushing the Pope to accelerate his reforms, while resistance increases. Many Catholics pretend he’s not there and (will) just wait until he’s gone.”

Prominent journalist Emiliano Fittipaldi is unconvinced by the Pope’s reform record. “There’s much more shade than light,” he said. “The propaganda about Francis bothers me. The world has been told about a revolution before it happened. He became an idol immediately.”

Vatican spokesman Greg Burke declined to comment.

Vatican police 'break up gay orgy' at home of one of Pope Francis' advisors

The flat belonged to the Holy Office - which is in charge of tackling sexual abuse amongst the clergy
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/vatican-police-break-up-gay-10743972
By Stephen White, July 5, 2017

Vatican police have broken up a gay orgy at the home of the secretary to one of Pope Francis’s key advisers, it has been claimed. The flat belonged to the Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, or Holy Office, which is in charge of tackling sexual abuse amongst the clergy.

Reports in Italy claim the occupant of the apartment is the secretary to Cardinal Francesco Coccopalmerio - a key aide to the 80-year-old Pope.

Coccopalmerio heads the Pontifical Council for Legislative texts and was said to have once recommended his secretary for a promotion to bishop.

The claims about the police raid last month were made in the Italian newspaper Il Fatto Quotidiano.

The flat involved is a short distance from the Vatican itself.
According to the paper, neighbours became suspicious before complaining about irregular behaviour of those coming and going at the flat.
When police showed up, they reportedly found drugs and a group of men engaged in sexual activity.

It is the latest scandal to hit the Vatican and comes after its finance chief Cardinal George Pell was charged with historical sexual offences.

Pell has protested his innocence and said he was looking forward to having his day in court after a two-year investigation.
Police have not revealed details of the charges against the 76-year-old, citing the need to preserve the ‘integrity of the judicial process’.

Pell, appointed to clean up the Vatican’s murky finances, has taken a leave of absence to defend himself against the sex abuse charges in Australia.

In March the Vatican was hit with a wave of lurid accusations of misbehaving priests across Italy with scandals involving orgies, prostitution and porn videos.
The claims were embarrassing to the Vatican, which under Pope Francis has attempted to demand high standards of the clergy.

Francis has tried to clamp down on unethical behaviour ever since being made Pope in 2013 and has often spoken out against the pitfalls of ‘temptation’.

Vatican police bust drug-fuelled gay sex orgy hosted at papal apartments by top priest
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/vatican-police-bust-gay-sex-party-cardinals-apartment-1628975    

By Ananya Roy, July 5, 2017

The priest serves as secretary to Cardinal Francesco Coccopalmerio, Pope Francis' personal adviser.

A new scandal is rocking the Vatican as police recently raided a drugs and gay sex party at a cardinal's apartment near the city.
Without revealing the name of the occupant of the apartment, police said that the person is believed to be a priest who serves as a secretary to Cardinal Francesco Coccopalmerio, the head of the Pontifical Council for Legislative texts and a personal adviser to Pope Francis.

According to Italian daily Il Fatto Quotidiano which first published the news, police raided the apartment in June after complaints from neighbours who reported unusual behaviour among people visiting the apartment.
The newspaper quoted the police as saying that they found drugs and a group of men engaged in sexual activity when they entered the apartment.

The police have arrested the priest and taken him for questioning, presumably on drugs charges. It is not a criminal offence to engage in private same-sex activity in Vatican City.

The apartment belongs to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, whose duties include investigating clerical sexual abuse.

Coccopalmerio had reportedly recommended his aide for promotion to bishop, but that consideration may be put on hold following this incident and two previous alleged drug overdoses.

Meanwhile, the Pope is under huge pressure from sex abuse scandals involving Vatican churches, priests and cardinals. The latest are charges of child sex abuse against Cardinal George Pell, who will return to Australia to stand trial. The Pope's critics have reportedly blamed him for picking wrong people for key positions.

Police break up alleged drug-fuelled gay orgy in Vatican apartment
http://www.9news.com.au/world/2017/07/06/06/15/police-break-up-alleged-drug-fuelled-gay-orgy-in-vatican-apartment?ocid=9newsfb   
July 6, 2017
Vatican police broke up an allegedly drug-fuelled orgy in an apartment belonging to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Italian media reports.

Vatican police raided the party at the apartment last month, allegedly finding a group of men under the influence of drugs, Il Fatto Quotidiano reports. Il Fatto Quotidiano reports
It’s understood the apartment was the home of the secretary of Cardinal Francesco Coccopa​l​merio, who is believed to have since undertaken a clinical detox.

Cardinal Coccopa​l​merio is the head of the Pontifical Council for Legislative texts and one of Pope Francis’ key advisers.

He had recently recommended his secretary get a promotion to bishop, but it’s understood he has suffered two previous drug overdoses and that may now be in jeopardy, the Australian reports.
The incident comes just one week after the Vatican was shook by sex abuse allegations made against Australian Cardinal George Pell.
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