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                                                  SEPTEMBER 18/24, 2016

 How to obtain the Indulgence in the Jubilee Year of Mercy
See
MISERICORDIAE VULTUS-ON THE OCCASION OF THE EXTRAORDINARY JUBILEE OF MERCY POPE FRANCIS SEPTEMBER 1, 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MISERICORDIAE_VULTUS-ON_THE_OCCASION_OF_THE_EXTRAORDINARY_JUBILEE_OF_MERCY.doc
From: Archbishop of Madras-Mylapore To; michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Subject: Fwd: indulgences 

Date: Thu, 15 Sep 2016 19:08:37 +0530
Kindly take note of the enclosure.
God bless 
+ George a.​
The Jubilee Year and Indulgences:
Important Catechesis 

The parish priests may kindly note some procedures regarding the Indulgences available during the Jubilee Year of Mercy and explain them to the faithful. The Holy Father, writing about the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy, points out that the heavenly Father is the very source of indulgences.
He states: “It becomes indulgent on the part of the Father who, through the Bride of Christ his Church, reaches the pardoned sinner and frees him from every residue left by the consequences of sin, enabling him to act with charity, to grow in love rather than to fall back into sin” (MV, 22). 

The Church continues the ministry of redemption initiated by Christ in various ways and particularly through the sacraments. The sacrament of penance forgives the sins and their guilt and ensures our salvation. But the Church teaches that even after the sins have been forgiven the temporal punishment due to sins has to be gone through. The numerous sacrifices that we voluntarily make in this world can help us to satisfy such a temporal punishment, but we may be still required to go through some chastisement in Purgatory. It is here that the Church grants Indulgences, namely a remission of the required punishment, by giving a plenary (total) or a partial remission of the required temporal punishment. The Jubilee Year of Mercy is a very apt occasion to receive this extraordinary favour, namely the indulgences.  

The person desiring to receive the indulgences should be in the state of grace which comes as a result of a good confession. He should also be firmly determined to detach himself totally from sin or any “unhealthy attachment to creatures’’.  Only on these conditions one may merit a plenary indulgence. If some of these conditions are fulfilled only partially then the indulgences too are partial.  The following procedures may be followed during the Jubilee Year for the reception of indulgences. 

Indulgences in the Jubilee Year of Mercy

i. The faithful may make a pious pilgrimage to the nearest Church which has been declared as the Jubilee church with the Holy Door:  in the Archdiocese of Madras-Mylapore, the Santhome Cathedral, the Church of Our Lady of Lourdes, Perambur and the Church of St. Francis of Sales at Tiruvallur.

ii. The faithful should pass through the Holy Door with deep sentiment of piety and determination to put aside their past and joyfully enter into the future.  While they are in the Church  they  should spend time in deep  prayer and also engage themselves in the following practices:  

·  Make a good confession

·  Participate in the Holy Eucharist

· Make a  formal profession of faith during the Eucharist 

· Pray for the Holy Father Pope Francis.  

iii. A pilgrimage to the Jubilee Church for gaining indulgences should   include a resolve to do some works of mercy by way of helping the sick, the suffering and the needy   through devoting oneself personally in some benevolent activity or through some monetary contribution.   

Basis for the Indulgences given by the Church:

The Church grants indulgences based on the power of binding and losing which Jesus gave to Peter. The power of the Church to grant indulgences was ratified by the Council of Trent. 
Indulgences are drawn from the treasures bequeathed to the Church by Jesus Christ, as well as by the merits of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Saints. The numerous saints who are already in heaven, the souls  who are still undergoing  suffering in   purgatory as well  as the faithful here are earth still on their pilgrimage are all linked by a give and take relationship known as the “communion of saints”. Those who have less are helped by those who are given more in this communion. The communion of saints also plays a vital role in the reception of indulgences by the faithful on earth. 

In the Bull of Indiction of the Great Jubilee of year 2000, John Paul II wrote about indulges as follows:  “Having received from Christ the power to forgive in his name, the Church is in the world as the living presence of the love of God who leans down to every human weakness in order to gather it into the embrace of his mercy. It is precisely through the ministry of the Church that God diffuses his mercy in the world, by means of that precious gift which from very ancient times has been called “indulgence”.   

Fr. S. J. Anthonysamy, Vicar General

To: Archbishop of Madras-Mylapore Date: Sun, 18 Sep 2016 20:44:51 +0530
Dear Archbishop George,
There are Catholics who want to know from me, the details for obtaining the Indulgence in the Jubilee Year of Mercy in this Archdiocese, so I thank you for your response which has helped a lot.
A. May I point out that there are a couple of minor errors (I have highlighted them in bold red) in the Notification release by the Vicar-General Fr. Anthonysamy:
a) losing instead of "loosing"
b) indulges instead of "indulgences"
B. The Notification was not clear on a few issues, so I met the Parish Priest Fr. Mathias (to whom I am most grateful) yesterday night at 8:00 PM with my questions:
a) When does the Year of Mercy end?
He confirmed that it ends on the Feast of Christ the King, November 20, 2016
b) Which exactly is the Holy Door in the Cathedral and is it open during the day time?
He responded that it was the central main door and that it is open all day
c) What is meant by making "formal profession of faith during the Eucharist" in the Notification?
Fr. Mathias explained that it is "The Apostles Creed" (but it is already an integral part of the Holy Mass)
d) Do we have to pray for the Holy Father (as the Notification reads) or for the INTENTIONS of the Holy Father"?
We have to pray for the Pope's INTENTIONS
e) What is the Vatican Document cited (MV #22) in the Notification?
Fr. Mathias said it must be the September 1, 2015 Document of Pope Francis on the same issue.
I trust that I have all the facts in order to put up my document on my mailing list and the Internet. Please respond to me ONLY if I am in error.
Thank you again in advance,
Yours obediently,
Michael Prabhu
To: Archbishop of Madras-Mylapore Date: Mon, 19 Sep 2016 16:01:52 +0530
Dear Archbishop George,
I just remembered that I have to get an answer to one more question about the Jubilee Year of Mercy:
Can a person receive the indulgence more than once during the Jubilee Year of Mercy?
Could you please answer that for me?
Thank you,
Michael

To: Archbishop of Madras-Mylapore Mon, 19 Sep 2016 17:06:48 +0530
Dear Archbishop George,
When completing my file for the web site, I have encountered another difficulty in the Notification of Fr. Anthonysamy. Apparently citing a Vatican Document, it says:

“It becomes indulgent on the part of the Father who, through the Bride of Christ his Church,  reaches the pardoned sinner and frees him from every residue  left by the consequences of sin, enabling  him to act with charity, to grow in love rather  than to fall back into sin” (MV, 22).
However, I can neither find the word "indulgent" nor a section #22 in Pope Francis' Document of September 1, 2015.
The only other Church Document related to "MV" that I could find is Mirari Vos of Pope Gregory XVI, 1832.
Could you please clarify where MV 22 is taken from?
Michael Prabhu
CC: ARCHBISHOP Date: Sat, 24 Sep 2016 16:15:44 +0530
Dear Mr. Michael Prabhu
With regard to the two questions raised by you on indulgences: One may receive more than one indulgence during the Jubilee year, though not on the same day. The usual practices have to be adhered to. 

With regard to the word indulgent rather than indulgence MV 22 uses the latter. It may be my oversight which brought about this error. 

Fr. S. J. Anthonysamy 

Frequently asked questions about the Jubilee of Mercy
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/new-evangelization/jubilee-of-mercy/frequently-asked-questions-about-the-jubilee-of-mercy.cfm 

What is a jubilee year?
The practice of a jubilee year has ancient roots in the Jewish tradition and evidence for it can be found in the Old Testament (for example, see Leviticus 25). The jubilee year was called every fifty years and was a time for forgiveness. It stood as a reminder of God's providence and mercy. The dedication of a year for this emphasis provided the community with a time to come back into right relationship with one another and with God. As the practice of the jubilee year was adopted into the Catholic Church, these themes of mercy, forgiveness, and solidarity continued.  


How is this Jubilee different from other Jubilee years? 

The Jubilee of Mercy that Pope Francis has called, from December 8, 2015 – November 20, 2016, is an Extraordinary Jubilee. This designation as an "Extraordinary Jubilee" sets it apart from the ordinary cycle of jubilees, or holy years, which are called every 25 years in the Catholic Church. By calling for a holy year outside of the normal cycle, a particular event or theme is emphasized. For example, Pope Francis called this particular Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy to direct our attention and actions "on mercy so that we may become a more effective sign of the Father's actions in our lives . . . a time when the witness of believers might grow stronger and more effective" (MV, 3. . . ) 
Why a Jubilee of Mercy now? 

Pope Francis himself addressed this question in his homily . . . for First Vespers for Divine Mercy Sunday.

"Here, then, is the reason for the Jubilee: because this is the time for mercy. It is the favourable time to heal wounds, a time not to be weary of meeting all those who are waiting to see and to touch with their hands the signs of the closeness of God, a time to offer everyone, everyone, the way of forgiveness and reconciliation. May the Mother of God open our eyes, so that we may comprehend the task to which we have been called; and may she obtain for us the grace to experience this Jubilee of Mercy as faithful and fruitful witnesses of Christ."
What is the Jubilee of Mercy?

In the Bull of Indiction, Misericordiae vultus. . . Pope Francis declared that the Jubilee of Mercy will begin on December 8, 2015 (the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary) and conclude on November 20, 2016 (the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe). December 8, 2015 also marks the fiftieth anniversary of the closing of the Second Vatican Council, a Council that sought to bring the love of God to the modern world. Similarly, the Holy Father strongly desires this Jubilee celebration of mercy to be lived out in the daily lives of the faithful, and all who turn to God for compassionate love and mercy. 


How do we live out the Jubilee of Mercy in our daily lives? 

In Misericordiae vultus, Pope Francis emphasizes the need for the Church and all her members to live out the loving mercy that God has for us.  Our response to God's loving mercy towards us is to act in that same way to all those we meet.  The Holy Father reminds us that "Mercy is the very foundation of the Church's life.  All of her pastoral activity should be caught up in the tenderness she makes present to believers; nothing in her preaching and in her witness to the world can be lacking in mercy.  The Church's very credibility is seen in how she shows merciful and compassionate love" (MV, 10. . .)  As members of the Body and Christ, our lives should reflect this witness of mercy to those we meet on a daily basis. 

There are many resources available on the USCCB's website for the Jubilee of Mercy, as well as the Vatican's website. . . , and diocesan websites.  The USCCB has monthly reflections available to nourish our spiritual life and suggestions for how we can put mercy in motion in our own lives.  We are called to be "merciful like the Father" and reflect God's superabundant mercy in our daily actions towards one another. 


What are the major planned events of the Jubilee year? 

There are many events planned throughout the Jubilee of Mercy.  The calendar of events . . . organized by the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New Evangelization lists the scheduled events that will take place at the Vatican.  The Jubilee year beings with the opening of the Holy Door of St. Peter's Basilica, with the Holy Door of the Basilica of St. John Lateran opening the following Sunday.  On this day, the Doors of Mercy will also be opened around the world at local cathedrals and significant shrines.  Throughout the year, there will also be Jubilee celebrations for various groups who engage in the work of mercy and who have been shown God's mercy.  Additionally, Pope Francis will participate in particular "Jubilee" signs, which witness to the works of mercy.  Although there are many events planned for official celebrations at the Vatican, the Holy Father encourages dioceses throughout the world to participate in these celebrations recognizing God's mercy in their own local communities.  

 

What are the Holy Doors? 

One of the central components of the Jubilee of Mercy is that the Holy Doors throughout the world will be opened during this Jubilee year.  When they are opened at the beginning of the year, "the Holy Door will become a Door of Mercy through which anyone who enters will experience the love of God who consoles, pardons, and instils hope" (MV, 3. . . )  Since each diocese will have the opportunity to open a Door of Mercy in their diocese, all members of the faithful will have opportunity to make a pilgrimage to their local Holy Door during the Jubilee.  This pilgrimage is to be a journey of walking closer with God and discovering "moment[s] of grace and spiritual renewal" (MV, 3. . .)  These doors are symbols of God's mercy, open to welcome everyone into the compassion of God's love that Christ proclaimed. 

What are some key resources for the Jubilee of Mercy?

Those wishing to take up Pope Francis' call to mercy throughout this Jubilee of Mercy are encouraged to explore the resources not only on the official Vatican website. . . and the USCCB's website, but also their local diocesan website.  Numerous catechetical resources, events, and other activities have been prepared for the Jubilee of Mercy.  Since the Holy Father would like this Jubilee of Mercy to be celebrated throughout the whole world at the local and universal levels, dioceses and parishes are encouraged to offer a variety of resources for their local parishioners in addition to the events and resources that have been prepared by the Vatican.  Many of these resources can be viewed and downloaded for free and are ideal for use in small faith sharing groups or for individual reflection.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extraordinary_Jubilee_of_Mercy 

The Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy (Latin: Iubilaeum Extraordinarium Misericordiae) is a Roman Catholic period of prayer held from the Feast of the Immaculate Conception (December 8), 2015, to the Feast of Christ the King (November 20), 2016.[1] Like previous jubilees, it is seen by the Church as a period for remission of sins and universal pardon focusing particularly on God's forgiveness and mercy. It is an extraordinary Jubilee because it had not been predetermined long before; usually ordinary jubilees take place every 25 years. The 2016 Jubilee was first announced by Pope Francis on March 13, 2015.[1] It was declared in the pope's April 2015 papal bull of indiction, Misericordiae Vultus (Latin: "The Face of Mercy").[2] It is the 27th holy year in history, following the ordinary 2000 Jubilee during John Paul II's papacy.[1]
The opening day was also the fiftieth anniversary of the closing of the Second Vatican Council.[2]
Francis wishes the Jubilee to be celebrated not only in Rome but all around the world; for the first time holy doors are open in single dioceses, either in the cathedral or in historical churches.[3] 
The first holy door was opened by Pope Francis in Bangui on November 29, 2015, during a tour of East Africa. 
The Jubilee of Mercy was formally declared through the papal bull Misericordiæ Vultus, issued on April 11, 2015, which emphasizes the importance of mercy and the need to 'gaze' on it; the bull also recalls the need for the Church to be more open, keeping alive the spirit of the Second Vatican Council.[2]
The holy doors of the major basilicas of Rome (including the Great Door of St. Peter's) were opened, and special 'Doors of Mercy' were opened at cathedrals and other major churches around the world. The opening of the holy door at St. Peter's was the first time two popes were present, as Pontiff Emeritus Benedict attended at Pope Francis' invitation.[5]
By passing through the holy doors, the faithful can earn indulgences after fulfilling the usual conditions of prayer for the pope's intentions, confession, and detachment from sin, and communion.[5] During Lent of that year, special 24-hour penance services will be celebrated, and during the year, special qualified and experienced priests called 'Missionaries of Mercy' will be available in every diocese to forgive even severe, special-case sins normally reserved to the Holy See's Apostolic Penitentiary.[2] [6]
In the bull, Pope Francis states about the opening of the holy door, "the Holy Door will become a Door of Mercy through which anyone who enters will experience the love of God who consoles, pardons, and instils hope".[2]
It was announced that all priests (during the Jubilee year – ending November 20, 2016), will be allowed in the Sacrament of Penance to grant absolution for abortion, which outside North America is reserved to bishops and certain priests who are given such mandate by their bishop.
By the same letter, Pope Francis also granted permission for priests of the Society of Saint Pius X to validly confer absolution, while under normal circumstances they do not possess the jurisdiction needed to confer this sacrament.[7]
The official logo, designed by Father Marko I. Rupnik, shows Jesus, personification of Mercy, carrying on his shoulders a "lost man", emphasizing how deep the Savior touches humanity; his eyes are merged with those of the carried man. 
The background is filled by three concentric ovals, with lighter colors outwards, meaning that Jesus is carrying the man out of the darkness of sin. On one side the image is also joined by the official motto: Misericordes Sicut Pater (Merciful Like the Father), derived from Luke 6:36, which stands as an invitation to follow the example of the Father by loving and forgiving without limits.[8]
The official hymn, with most verses derived from the Gospels, First Corinthians and Psalms, was written by Eugenio Costa, S.J., with original music composed by Paul Inwood.[9]
Notes
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