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Pentecostal pastor arrested in Tamil Nadu for criticising compulsory yoga in schools
http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Pentecostal-pastor-arrested-in-Tamil-Nadu-for-criticising-compulsory-yoga-in-schools-40350.html  
By Nirmala Carvalho, Lucknow, March 31, 2017
The clergyman had praised the benefits of yoga for body and mind. His Church welcomes Dalits and the poor held down by the caste system. In Uttar Pradesh another Pentecostal pastor was beaten and arrested. A pastor and five members of the Life Worship Centre were also detained but later released.
Police in Tamil Nadu arrested a Pentecostal clergyman for criticising yoga.

Speaking to AsiaNews, Sajan K George, president of the Global Council of Indian Christians (GCIC), said that Rev Mohan was jailed for speaking out "against compulsory yoga in schools and elsewhere”, which “forcibly promotes a Hindu lifestyle." The pastor "is a leader involved in civil society,” George said. He “works in favour of Dalits and the poor in Tamil Nadu’s rural remote areas."

"Many people,” the GCIC president added, “go to his Pentecostal church seeking refuge and comfort from the oppression of the caste system, which is still strong in South India. By contrast, in his church, they are treated equally and with dignity."

Rev. Mohan was arrested because of one of his sermons "in which he spoke against the use of Hindu terminology in the practice of yoga." However, "the clergyman has praised the ancient Indian practice for its beneficial effects on mental and physical health".

This incident did not happen in a vacuum. George said that other arrests have taken place in Uttar Pradesh, a state where a radical Hindu recently became chief minister.

The first incident occurred on Wednesday, when a Pentecostal clergyman in Kushinagar was first beaten and then arrested.

The second took place in Agra, where police jailed Rev. Mahesh Chand and five members of the Life Worship Centre Church. They were all released later without charges.

“Christians were not doing anything unconstitutional,” the GCIC leader explained, noting that “Our founding fathers and the architects of the Indian Constitution granted minorities full freedom of religion and freedom to practice, preach and spread their faith. Instead, we [Christians] are still forced to suffer intimidation, verbal and physical abuse, detention and harassment."
Hindu nationalism has come to the fore with the ascendancy of priest-turned-politician Yogi Adityanath recently elevated -- to his own surprise -- as Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, India’s most populous State.

It is not an unexpected development considering the anti-minorities rhetoric that has hogged the headlines ever since the pracharaks of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), the right-wing, paramilitary volunteer organisation have launched attacks on “western culture” (for them its anything “Christian”, even the secular Valentine’s Day and couples publicly exhibiting mutual affection) on the one hand and Muslim conservatism on the other after Mr. Narendra Modi, a former RSS swayamsevak himself, became the Prime Minister of India in 2014. (Atal Bihari Vajpayee, another leader of Mr. Modi’s political outfit, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) was the first RSS swayamsevak to become Prime Minister.)
New problematic issues surface every single day since his installation on March 19, 2017.
Till today, the maximum punishment for slaughtering a cow in Gujarat (Mr. Modi’s home State) attracted a penalty of seven years in jail. The offence is now nonbailable and the sentence is life imprisonment.

Two or three nights ago, I watched a TIMES NOW prime time show/debate on the issue of Muslims’ refusal to do yoga and Suryanamaskar. It was shocking to watch the moderators (a man and a woman) browbeating the Muslim panelists who defended their religious tenets and practices. The channel simply does not understand that the moderators do not take sides (it happens almost every single day); they are supposed to moderate the discussions between two groups with opposing opinions. But the “moderators” kept insisting that Muslims must accept the Indian belief that all gods are one and that some of the postures that Muslims adopt in prayer, namaz, are identical to Hindu yoga asanas.
All gods are definitely not “one” by self-definition and by history and mythology (depending on where you are at.) Neither do all “roads” (religions) lead to the same god. This is no place to elaborate on that.
But what bugged me more was the moderators’ repeated yelling at the Muslim panelists (whose mics appeared to be toned down to a lower volume than the former’s) that the namaz postures are drawn from or similar to the asanas of yoga and so Muslims should have no problem in submitting to yoga and Suryanamaskar practice. I also heard a voice interjecting that those who refuse to do yoga must quit India!

Has it finally come down to that? I thought that I was safe in a democratic and tolerant India and never ever encouraged my sons to consider migrating or to even go abroad to work for their livelihood. On the contrary I actively discouraged them, saying that India is a very good place for Christians to live in.
But, my entire family and I refuse to do yoga (as do many Christians). I repeat that I do not condemn yoga or Hindus who practice yoga and Suryanamaskar according to their own religious traditions. I maintain that according to the Bible (Christian Scriptures), followers of the Christian God may not follow the religious or spiritual practices of another religion. That is also the position of the Catholic Church*. See links on page 5.
Yoga critics are now being arrested.
I wonder when my turn will come... the police and the swayamsevaks at my door. 
And with the Catholic priests and Bishops almost 100% endorsing yoga and virtually institutionalizing it in the Indian Church, no one will come forward to defend me.

Well… the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church! (Tertullian in Apologeticus)
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