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http://www.answering-islam.org/Marriage/index.html
On Marriages between Muslim and Christian Believers

http://www.answering-islam.org/Marriage/marriages.html
I want to present a Muslim's response and after that my own response to this question of marriages between Muslims and Christians. These two postings were written at the occasion that this question was (again) asked on the Islamic newsgroup. 

Newsgroups: soc.religion.islam

Date: Mon January 15, 1006
**... in love with a woman. This woman was the kind of person you've been carefully looking for. She cares about you, is smart, funny and mature enough. But she is christian which is not a problem in the first instance from an Islamic point of view.**

According to the Qur'an it is permissible for a Muslim man to marry CHASTE women of the book.  I have heard one scholar emphasize that not all christians are lawful -- only those who have never fornicated and who guard their modesty are lawful.

I would suggest that you reevaluate your criteria for a wife:  rather than looking for someone who "cares about you, is smart, funny and mature enough", seek the most Allah-conscious individual you can find and marry her if this seems appropriate after praying the guidance prayer.

I would predict that, unless the woman you describe accepts Islam, you will either compromise your Islam or endure significant hardship, particularly with regard to the children.  Of course you should explain the importance of Islam to your children.  Naturally, what you explain will be in direct contradiction to what your wife explains.  You will be left with no alternative but to compromise the message of Islam and face the consequences or live with great tension.

I believe you are making a huge mistake in considering marrying this woman unless she accepts Islam.  For whatever it is worth, I am an American who accepted Islam.  My wife was Christian and accepted Islam, masha Allah. We have children, and there was great tension during the period in which she was still Christian.  My brother also accepted Islam, but his Christian wife did not. The difficulties, particularly with children and in this society, are difficult to exaggerate.  

Many of your Muslim sisters are seeking marriage.  Marry one.

You asked for advice.  That's all this is.  It may very well be worth no more than its price.

Wassalam.

And I was following this up with:

From: Jochen Katz 

Date: Tue, 16 Jan 1996 13:58:22 -0500 (EST)

In article <4de6dg$38j@usenet.srv.cis.pitt.edu>, abuanm@aol.com (AbuAnM) writes:

I believe you are making a huge mistake in considering marrying this woman unless she accepts Islam.  For whatever it is worth, I am an American who accepted Islam.  My wife was Christian and accepted Islam, masha Allah. 

We have children, and there was great tension during the period in which she was still Christian.  My brother also accepted Islam, but his Christian wife did not. The difficulties, particularly with children and in this society, are difficult to exaggerate.  

I agree completely with this response. Though not yet married myself, I do know a few people who are in this situation of a Muslim-Christian relationship.

And it very difficult. In the time of first romantic love you may overlook or underestimate the force of different basic convictions, which will eventually kill your relationship (at least with a high probability).

Why? Well, if one of the spouses at least is nominal and doesn't take his/her religion seriously it might work out, but if both are devout and pious, this spells disaster. 

And exactly the issue of children will be the greatest hurdle. Both faiths expect their followers to raise their children into a strong faith and educate them with their religious values. 

And the problem is the following: Whoever is the successful one, i.e. the one whom the children eventually will follow in religion, will unavoidably make the other parent a failure in his own eyes and in the eyes of his/her religious community. Can you see the bitterness develop? "You are the reason that my children will go to hell..." and all of that. Would you be happy if your children turn out Christians? Would your girl-friend be happy if your children turn out Muslims? And that is nothing you have trouble with for a season, that will stick with you for the time of your life. 

Also, it is important that parents are of one purpose in most things of the education of their children, otherwise the children will be real quick to learn using one parent against the other to get their will. 

How do you spend your common money in respect of giving to charity etc?

How happy will you be about any money that goes to Christian missions?

How happy will your wife be about the money you want to give to the Mosque?

And I could go on in many areas of life. 

My advice would be: End it now. It has no real future in happiness. You will either fight until one submits to the religion of the other or you will fight all your married life and you will not be the joy to each other that you are supposed to be.

And even children [whether they are already born or just the topic/thought of them] will be a curse to your marriage instead of a blessing from the Lord, as they are intended to be. 

I have seen to many tragedies of this sort. And, I think any one of them is one too much, and with some pondering of the issues could have been avoided. I know it is very hard to separate from a person you love, but believe me, it is much easier than later live with a person you grow to 'hate' because of your constant disagreements. 

I hope these thoughts were helpful. 

And by the way [some think that is good but] I do NOT believe in spreading any religion by marrying "un"believers [in the sense of my religion].

I do not have any guarantee that the partner will indeed change, but I will have nearly a 100% guarantee that it will bring much grief. 

Warm regards,

Jochen Katz

I only talked about the relationship between a Muslim man and a Christian woman here since that was the original question and this is also the most common constellation. But obviously the same holds for a Christian man and a Muslim woman. 

If you are in such a situation - and I know it is very hard - please do not hesitate to contact me. I have contact to other couples who have either been in this situation or still are. It might be helpful to you if you can talk it over with some other people who have experience in this situation. 

Some more thoughts on Muslims men pursuing marriages with Christian women and a question of integrity
http://www.answering-islam.org/Marriage/hypo.html
A question I have been thinking about for a while is the following. 

Given the fact of a strong condemnation of hypocrisy in the Qur'an, I wonder about the following observation. There are a number of Muslims who do marry Christian women and "use" the power of romantic feelings enticing them to disobey the clear teaching of the Bible. One can even hear the express hope/plan that this is getting the foot in the door and to later convert her to Islam... My sense for moral behavior and integrity revolts against this attitude. I do understand that marrying Christian women is allowed for Muslims, but does the fact that this is bound up with the pressure to be disobedient to one's confessed religious allegiance and to become hypocritical not enough to let any person of integrity refrain from pursuing this approach? 

I don't say that every Muslim does have such a hidden agenda when in a romantic relationship with a Christian woman, but it might be a point helpful to ponder when thinking about marriage and faith. 

I myself do hope that Muslims will realize that the Truth of God is to be found in Jesus, the Bible, and authentic Christianity, but I would at all times encourage the (still) Muslim to be obedient to that which (s)he still believes to be true and confesses as his/her faith. Integrity and obedience to the truth is of utmost importance in the Christian Faith. How then can I support anything that will lead the other to compromise on what (s)he holds to be true? 

If a Muslim starts to disobey that which he still confesses to be the word of God, [whether neglecting the prayers, or start drinking alcohol, ...] then this would NOT be a step nearer to the Christian faith, but a step AWAY from true Christianity, since one cannot become a Christian by the way of compromising one's integrity of faith and deeds. Honesty and integrity is a necessary ingredient for God to receive a new member into his community of believers. 

I fail to see how some (many?) Muslims would interpret a Christian's disobedience as the first step of coming nearer to (true?) Islam, even though it is certainly true that somebody who is already on the road of disobedience to God will with higher probability finally abandon his/her faith and convert for whatever reasons (and the pressures are high when married to a Muslim and living in a more or less Islamic environment). But what kind of "quality conversion" is this? 

I am interested to see Muslims be obedient to what they believe to be true. Then I hope and pray be able by the grace of God to show some of them that the Bible is the true word of God and then see them again continue in integrity to act on their new understanding of what is the truth. But seduction to hypocrisy and disobedience is not honoring to the God of truth. 


I only talked here about the relationship between a Muslim man and a Christian woman here since that is the most common constellation. But obviously the same holds for a Christian man and a Muslim woman. The situation is slightly different though, since in the last situation both the Muslim and the Christian are acting in disobedience to their scriptures. As such both seem not to be willing to compromise their own faith, but my appeal was to those Muslims who take their faith fully serious, not to people whose priorities in life are not shaped by God anyway. 

The truth about Muslim-Christian marriages

http://www.answering-islam.org/Authors/Arlandson/mixed_marriage.htm
By James Malcolm Arlandson
A Muslim man is allowed to marry a Christian woman, but a Christian man is not permitted to marry a Muslim woman.
I remember hearing an interview on the radio with a Muslim, a few years ago. As the interview began, the host asked the Muslim guest whether he was married. He replied that Islam is so open and tolerant that he is married to a Christian. Islam means equality and no discrimination. 

However, the quick-minded interviewer asked him if Islam allows a Jewish man or a Christian man to marry a Muslim woman. The guest’s enthusiasm dropped a little. He had to concede that Islam does not allow this. The radio host pressed home the point, saying that the guest’s first statement was a little misleading, wasn’t it? They argued for a moment or two. Then, if I recall correctly, the radio host sensed his guest’s unease and changed the subject.

This short article from a Muslim website, representing many others, says about religiously mixed marriages:

It is not permissible for a Muslim woman to marry a non-Muslim man.

It is permissible for a Muslim man to marry a Christian/Jewish woman strictly under these two conditions:  

She is a true Christian/Jew – not by name and/or ancestral background. 

She did not renegade from Islam and become a Christian/Jew. 

Why is marriage allowed in only one direction? Maybe seventh-century Arab culture will answer this question. Perhaps the Quran itself does not honor women, married or not.

What does the New Testament say on the matter?

The Quran
For the historical and literary topical context of this next sura (chapter), please click here.

The Quran in Sura 5:5 says:

. . . Likewise you are permitted to marry chaste believing women [Muslims] or chaste women among the people who were given the Scripture [Jews and Christians] . . . . (Maududi, vol. 1, p. 427)

This verse, as noted, says that Islam permits Muslim men to marry non-Muslim women who are Christians and Jews, but a Jewish or Christian man may not marry a Muslim woman. (In this article I will address only the Christian community.) What is the rationale behind the ruling?

Beyond any doubt, Islam is patriarchal, so a Muslim man must have final control in the relationship. For example, Sura 4:34 says that a husband may hit his wife, but no verse in the Quran says a wife may hit her husband—as if domestic violence in any form is acceptable. 

It may be true that Muhammad at first respected Judaism and Christianity, but he turned against them later on in his life, as seen in this article and this one. So this means that in seventh-century Arab culture a Muslim man may dominate his wife or wives, but not a Christian man who would dominate his Muslim wife.

Islam allegedly is the best and final religion for all humankind, and the Muslim man may convert his submissive wife. Perhaps in Muhammad’s mind no woman could ever convert a Muslim man, if he is a traditionalist. Today, this is especially true if he comes from a hard line region in an Islamic country or a hard line Muslim family.

Therefore, Christian women must be careful about marrying Muslim men. Islam does not give the same rights to women as it does to men. In fact, the Quran clearly says that women are inferior to men.

Further, to be blunt, but also factual, Islam generally is a cruel and harsh slave-master. This article shows that Muslim men are permitted to have sex with their slave-girls. This article gives the top ten reasons why Islam is not the religion of peace. And this article offers the top ten reasons why Islamic law is bloody and excessive—six hundred years after Jesus showed us a better way. 

Finally, this article gives the top ten rules in the Quran that oppress and insult women. Islam, as the whole world knows by many, many reports, does not honor women.

Therefore, Christians must not trade in the eternal Son of God who sets people free today and offers the love of God, for a human and mortal messenger Muhammad (Suras 3:144; 39:30; 41:4), who is too often cruel and harsh and misogynistic. Islam does not honor women.

If a Christian woman marries a Muslim, but holds on to her beliefs, such as the Sonship and Lordship of Christ, then ipso facto she holds on to a false belief and may be considered a "heretic" or an "infidel," if the Quran and traditional Islamic theology are followed consistently.

Also, would the children be Muslims or Christians, or secular? The answer is clear, if Islam is followed consistently.

What kind of marriage would this be? Where is the spiritual connection and agreement between husband and wife and God?

The New Testament
The New Testament starts the soon-to-be married couple on an equal footing in the selection of a mate.

The New Testament in 1 Corinthians 7:39 says that a Christian woman may marry only a Christian man (and vice-versa) (see also 2 Corinthians 6:14-18). At first glance, this divine counsel seems too restrictive, but looked at more deeply, it demonstrates a lot of wisdom. If a married couple starts their walk together with the same faith and theology, then this takes the pressure off of possibly converting the partner to the other’s faith. One partner does not have to "evangelize" the other partner. Neither partner starts off as an "infidel" or "heretic."

In Biblical Christianity, the man and the woman must have a deep, spiritual relationship with Jesus Christ, individually, through the power of the Holy Spirit before they become one flesh in marriage. This means their spiritual intimacy with the Lord will be shared in the couple’s own intimacy with each other.

Also, this true spiritual equality takes away any patriarchy. The woman already agrees with the husband in matters of religion, so what need does he have to control the relationship and lay down religious law?

In a way, Islam acknowledges this restriction when it forbids a Muslim from marrying a polytheist or idolater (Sura 2:221). They are too far apart theologically. Likewise, though neither religion is polytheistic, Islam and Christianity are too far apart theologically and spiritually, notably in Muhammad’s denial of the Sonship of Jesus Christ, an essential, non-negotiable doctrine in Christianity. Islam wrongly demotes Jesus to a mere prophet. The New Testament everywhere affirms the Sonship of Christ.

On a heart-felt level, the Muslim does not receive the Holy Spirit because he does not receive Christ as Savior and Lord. In fact, Islamic theology erroneously reduces the Holy Spirit to the angel Gabriel. This means that a marriage between a Muslim and a Christian would be unequal. And this is risky for the Christian, since she would be most vulnerable to a particularly strong patriarchy that may rear its ugly head later on in the marriage.

Remember, the Quran gives permission to husbands to hit their wives if the husbands merely fear high handedness or rebellion in their wives (Sura 4:34).

Besides this practical reason, if a Christian understands the New Testament, then he or she must not marry a Muslim, for spiritual and theological reasons.

A Christian couple must keep spiritual unity. They must raise their children in spiritual harmony, as followers of Christ.

Conclusion
My criticism is not leveled against Muslims but against Islam as a religious system and against its early violent history, when Muhammad himself was founding the original community, and against its later violent history.

The truth about these things must get out.

Thus, this article has nothing to say about race. Both Christianity and Islam allow the marriage of different races. For example, a white Christian can marry a black Christian. No problem. In Christianity, the only requirement is that each one must be a believer and follower of Christ and receive the Holy Spirit.

But this article is all about values and theology. More important, it is about our relationship with Jesus Christ—or absence of this relationship, sadly.

The difference between Islam and Christianity on religiously mixed marriages is simple.

Islam allows Muslim men to marry Christian women, period. It does not allow a Christian man to marry a Muslim woman. So Islam’s alleged "openness" and tolerance" and "non-discrimination" is a one-way street. Men are in control. It may be true that individual Muslim men may not control things, and they may even be saintly. However, if they follow their Quran, then they have permission to exert a lot of patriarchal authority, as noted earlier, for example, in Sura 4:34, which permits men to hit their wives. The children would be raised Muslims, if the Muslim man—the head of household—follows Islam. Thus, the family would not be harmonious.

Christianity, in contrast, says that a married Christian couple should be equally yoked together spiritually, in Christ. This means that the couple does not have to worry about deep theological differences. They start off in unity. The man does not have to worry about her being an infidel. The man does not have to exert patriarchal control, just to keep a semblance of unity. The children are raised Christians, little followers of Christ. The family is therefore harmonious.

In Christ, there is family harmony. In the religion of Islam, there are family differences and potential strife in religiously mixed marriages.

Supplemental Material
See the Conclusion to a long article for more on the Quranic confusion on the identity of Jesus.

This webpage offers support to a Christian woman who may be having trouble in her marriage to a Muslim man, and the page clarifies other issues.

This article describes the life of the Dhimmis (spelled Zimmis in the article) in an Islamic state. Dhimmis are Jews and Christians who live under Islam as second-class citizens. Life was not a bed of roses for non-Muslims, and this may carry forward to today and non-Muslim wives.

Articles by James Arlandson
But I love him...
http://www.answering-islam.org/Marriage/lovehim.html
There is an old saying "Love is blind but marriage is an eye opener". This could never be truer than with regard to the young western woman marrying into Islam. So take warning! 
In the Husband's Home Environment

The young Muslim appears so attractive, generous and considerate. Perhaps so western and liberated, he is too good a prize to miss. He paints for her a wonderful picture of his home, family, friends and their own status in the community saying how honoured among them she will be as his wife so "they will live happily ever after." 

However, on bringing her home he seems to undergo a transformation of character. He isn't the "lord of the land", but utterly subject to his father, family and community. They also dominate his treatment of her. Fundamental liberties she had taken for granted are quickly forfeited. She now belongs to him and the "System". Her mother-in-law dominates the home, greatly influencing if not controlling the foreign bride's life. If rebellious, her situation worsens. In vain she appeals to her husband discovering he just goes along with the "System". Their relationship sours until life becomes unbearable. 

The barriers of her foreign culture, language and thought patterns doubtless will cause problems. Because she gives no evidence of any desire to become a good Muslim, family pressure is brought to bear upon her husband to take a second wife of the family's choice. In due time failure to produce a son could also result in divorce, or even more devastating, a second wife. 

The Winds of Change 

If not divorced, to extricate herself could be a formidable task, the degree of difficulty depending on a number of factors such as the civil laws of the country in which she is living, the co-operation or otherwise of her husband, whether she has her own or a joint passport with her husband, what authorities recognised the validity of the marriage. If only a Muslim style marriage, were there safeguards against polygamy written into the contract? However, this century has seen the Muslim world in the throes of crises and change, the struggle being between the "traditionalist" and the "progressives". The "progressives" believe that Muslim countries can only take their place in the modern world by re-interpreting the Quran to suit modern conditions and rejecting the traditions. 

Significant changes based on European codes have been made in the civil laws of many Muslim countries. The position of women has been affected for the better in a number of these countries such as education for girls, opportunities for participation of women in medicine, industry, etc. It is undeniable that the West has greatly influenced many Muslim lands. 

So it is that young Muslims in universities, technical colleges, etc. may be atheist, communist, socialist or any other kind of so-called progressive thinkers. Then, too, their views on marriage may differ from that of their fathers. So the Islamic background from which they came must he taken into account with the powerful "purist-traditionalists" who wish to purge Islam of all western influences contrary to Islam and the Traditions. Where these succeed it is "woman back to purdah (seclusion and the veil) back to the heel of your husband". 

So far we have assumed the young married woman would go to live with her husband's people, but perhaps they intend setting up home in the young wife's domicile. 

In the Wife's Homeland

Has she considered that at any time he may wish to return to his native land? Should there be children he may decide to have them brought up as Muslims by his family in his country. Should he so desire, he may divorce her by Talaq, (i.e., three times saying, "I divorce you" and not going through the court). Then after ninety days he is under no obligation to support her. Maybe he already has a wife in his own country and if he so desires, he may take several more wives. 

It must be remembered that even in the West, matrimonial problems in Muslim-style marriages have been decided in favour of Islamic law. The House of Lords upheld a Pakistani Muslim's Talaq divorce uttered while he was absent from England and his wife. So the marriage was finished and she was unable to start proceedings for maintenance or for a share in their matrimonial property. The Court of Appeal upheld this decision But the "complex laborious and expensive lawsuit" involved the laws of India, Pakistan and Thailand, and required the court to consider the family law of Islam as recognized and applied in the legal system of those countries. This case was decided in favour of Muslim law in Britain's highest courts. (1) 

Australian law on this matter is very complex. Any woman contemplating marriage into Islamic society should clearly understand these complexities. Then, too, she will most likely find herself cut off from the culture in which she was reared and now brought into Muslim culture which is restrictive and secluded. 

The Status of Women in Islam 

The urgency of this matter has been forced upon us by what may be termed an Islamic renaissance. Politically and religiously Islam is on the march. The West is a particular target for her missionary endeavours. Numerous publications spread Muslim propaganda, publications which either show gross ignorance of Christian doctrines or deliberately attempts to distort the Christian message. They also make claims for Islam which, one can only conclude, ignore the facts and rely on the ignorance of the non-Muslim world regarding Islamic teaching. The latter is seen in the often repeated statement that men and women have equal rights in Islam: 

"It (Islam) raises the status of woman to make her man's equal. For the first time in history, woman was given the same rights as those of man by Islam."(2) 

That Statement from a modem Muslim writer stands in complete contrast to a respected Muslim philosopher, Muhammed Iqbal, who said: 

"I too am most sorrowful at the oppression of Women, but the problem is intricate; no solution do I find possible."(3) 

Why then this brazen claim by Muslims that Islam has been the champion of woman, that Islam elevated her in Society? It is surely an attempt to remove a blot from Islam, to cover up its shameful past and turn attention away from the plight of great masses of Muslim women in countries still under-developed, or only slowly emerging from such a condition. Are there not many millions of Islam's daughters who are veiled from head to foot and confined to women's apartments? And an even greater number not veiled but who know the power of segregation and the inferiority of their position (though many become inured to it). It is totally unacceptable for Islam to claim benefits of western society as a result of Islamic enlightenment. 

It is acknowledged that the status of women in Islamic society will differ according to country and circumstances. There will be differences even within countries and families, but since Islam is bound by the "eternal" Quran and the Traditions, let us look at those sources: (Rodwell's translation used throughout) 

Sura 2:228 (a sura is a chapter in the Quran) "...but the men are a step above them (women)." 

Sura 2:223 "... your wives are your tillage (field); go into your field as you will." 

Sura 4:38 "Men are superior to women on account of the qualities with which God hath gifted the one above the other ... but chide (reprove) those for whose refractoriness (disobedience) you have cause to fear remove them into beds apart and scourge (beat) them." 

Sura 4:12 "God commandeth you to give the male the portion of two females." 

Sura 4:28 "And it is allowed you beside this to seek by means of your wealth, with modest conduct and without fornication. And give those with whom you have co-habited their dowry..." (the Shia' Muslims base their muta' marriage on this verse, e.g. a Muslim on a journey may make an agreement with a woman for a night and the "marriage" could be dissolved in the morning however, the Sunni division of Islam does not accept this). 

Sura 4:3 "...marry two or three, or four ..." by this verse Muhammed sanctioned polygamy for all time and so condemned women to an inferior position by an unalterable decree. 

"The gulf between the status of woman in Christianity and Islam is unbridgeable. If the Muslim takes his stand on the Law of Islam."(4) 

Ahmad Al-Ghazzali, the great doctor of Islam said, 'Marriage is a kind of slavery, for the wife becomes the slave of her husband, and it is her duty absolutely to obey him in everything he requires of her, except in what is contrary to the laws of Islam".(5) 

A husband may divorce his wife without any misbehaviour on her part and without assigning any cause, and the divorce is effective, if he be of sound understanding, of mature age and free to choose."(6) 

"But the greatest degradation was the plight of the concubines."(7) However, the highest example for the Muslim is the life of Muhammed, just as the life of Christ is the ideal for the Christian. What example did Muhammed leave? Tradition attributes to him the words - "We have not been left any calamity more detrimental to mankind than woman". (8) He had at least nine wives at one time (though he had a special dispensation from Allah to exceed the Quranic limit of four) so making it praiseworthy in his followers to fill up their quota. His ideas about women were like those of the rest of his contemporaries. He looked upon them as charming snares to the "believer", ornamental articles of furniture difficult to keep in order, pretty playthings; but that a woman should be the counselor and companion of a man does not seem to have occurred to him.(9) 

Islam is a man's religion both for now and for the hereafter. The Quran says a man may have four wives at one time plus as many concubines as he can afford; a woman may have but one husband at a time, and in strict Muslim law the right of divorce is with the man only. A woman cannot divorce her husband without his permission. In paradise the man will have numbers of houris (beautiful dark-eyed damsels) but there will be no such plurality of "delights" for the woman. (10) 

It may be acknowledged that Muhammed's legislation improved the conditions of many women in pre-Islamic Arabia, in particular those unable to find defence against abusive husbands. On the other hand, history provided many examples showing that the position of women on the whole was high, and their influence great. They were free to choose their husbands, and could return to their own people if ill-treated or displeased. In some cases they even offered themselves in marriage and had the right of divorce. They were regarded not as slaves and chattels but as equals and companions. They inspired the poet to sing and the warrior to fight ... (11) There were Arabian queens. The widow, Khadija, Muhammad's first wife, was a wealthy and respected noble woman when she offered herself to him in marriage. 

Status of Women in Christian Teaching

But what of Christianity which had been in existence for about six hundred years before Islam? Consider the Lord Jesus' treatment of women. He spoke of older believing women as being as His mother and the younger as His sisters. His gracious wholesome relationship with women is stamped on the Gospels. He declared that a man and a woman in marriage were truly one, united in one flesh. This has been God's purpose for mankind from the beginning. (12) 

After His resurrection He appeared first to the women. On the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was given, the women were present with the men and received the Holy Spirit. (13) 

It is recorded in scripture that Aquila and his wife Priscilla were involved together in the work of the Lord. There were deaconesses who laboured along with Paul in the ministry of the Church. (14) While leadership of the Church was in the hands of men, this was a matter of God's order, not of woman's inequality. "...there is neither male nor female; for ye are all one in Christ Jesus."(15) 

A woman is commanded to submit to her husband, but that is balanced by the command to the husband to love his wife as himself, "... even as Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for it". (16) 

The life, teaching and example of Jews as communicated by the Holy Spirit through the Scriptures, dealt the death blow to any suspicion of superiority of man over woman in spiritual, moral and ethical values. 

Some Muslim writers, obviously embarrassed by the Quran's teaching advocating polygamy have sought to explain away the offending texts, claiming they, in the final analysis, demand monogamy. On the other hand, others realising the folly of such explanations defend polygamy and commend it to western society as the solution to its marital ills. (17) 

It would be untrue to say that there are no Muslim families where natural affection is shown and equally untrue to say that there is no western woman whose Muslim husband cared for her. Nevertheless, what has been said above remains true and should cause any young woman contemplating such a union to consider these facts. 

But there is a very much greater reason why she should not become a Muslim. She would be rejecting the offer of God's love, forgiveness and salvation in Jesus Christ and choosing to live under law in Islam, to merit her own salvation by her own efforts and without ever having assurance that she was accepted by God. To consign herself to this is to attempt the utterly impossible for the Bible says: 

"All our righteousness is as filthy rags". And again, "By the works of the Law shall no flesh be justified". (18) She needs a Saviour and there is no Saviour in Islam. The only Saviour is Jesus Christ. He is the Redeemer of the Old Testament prophecies and New Testament fulfilment. He died for your sins, offers you free and complete forgiveness and will right now enter your life to abide with you forever, if you will invite Him to do so. 

(What has been said above applies to Muslim-style marriages and is no reflection on Arab or Asian Christians marrying Christians of other cultures.) 
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Compiled by Harry Young -- WEC Missionary to Arabs and Arabic speaking peoples. Formerly of Jordan and Trucial States. 

Obviously not all Muslims or all Middle Easterners are the same. Nevertheless, these examples might help to look at certain very important questions: 
Some real life experiences and warnings

http://www.answering-islam.org/Marriage/warnings.html 
The below file comes from a woman I have met personally and trust for her honesty and truthfulness in the matter. Given that she is a marriage counselor, mostly the women with difficult marriages that come to her. Only the sick seek help from the doctor. This might create a one-sided view. No doubt there are also good marriages. This article is not intended to stereotype all Muslim men, or all Middle Easterners, as evil. But there experiences are reality to a substantial number of women in this situation and if you intend to marry into a Muslim family AND THEN to move to the Middle East to live in this society under their rules, customs, traditions and laws, then you should know what is potential reality. You should talk this over with your boyfriend, fiancé or husband before you make such a move. Maybe have an extended visit and get to know the family before a move is finalized. My prayer is that these words will provide help and result in protection to some women. Then the purpose is accomplished. 

It has sadly created great anger from some Muslim men who have read the article, and even from some women who do love them and know different Middle Eastern men. It was never our intention to anger, or to stereotype. 
Her experiences do not imply that this is a reality for everyone. However, if the below is not your experience, that doesn't mean it is not reality for many others. Every society has certain dangers. In the USA it is dangerous for a woman to walk alone at night in the downtown area of most larger cities (it would be dangerous in Teheran or Medina too, but since it is forbidden, it doesn't really enter the discussion). Would a number of stories about how some women got raped because they did, and a warning to not go into such a situation be "stereotyping all men in the US"? Obviously not. And the warning needs to be given, because the danger is real, even though most men in the US are decent and law abiding citizens. However, to not warn them would be neglecting our duty to protect of known dangers. In the same way, the below is a real danger, and we need to inform about it. There might be as many or even more crimes against women in the US than in the Middle East (we don't have reliable statistics from the Middle East), but the difference is, that in the US the women are protected much better by law and they have a possibility to appeal to the court. This protection does not exist in the same way in the Middle East. Going downtown does not mean you will inevitably be raped. Marrying into a Middle Eastern family and live there does not mean you will inevitably be mistreated without a way to protect yourself. But both warnings are necessary in order to take appropriate precautions. 

MARRYING A MIDDLE EASTERNER

I am a marriage counselor living in a Middle Eastern Muslim country. Telling you who I am, which country I live in, and the real names of the people I will mention is not safe. I asked several women to tell me what they would say to someone wanting to marry a Muslim. 

Seema is 27, and half Arab. Her mother, from Europe, married a man from this country, a high Muslim official. This man, her father, molested Seema when she was five. Later, he made her marry another Muslim official. They have been 'married' for six years, and her husband has 'divorced her about seven times in those years. (I know, the Koran says divorce only three times. Muslims are notorious for 'getting around' their own religious laws.) 

Seema's husband beats her regularly, verbally abuses her, won't allow her to take courses to improve her English, or learn anything new, won't allow her to make any independent decisions, and tries to isolate her from all her friends. If she talks to a man, even a relative, he becomes angry. He demands sex from her several times a day. Seema was this man's 'second wife' until he divorced the first one, who has born him five children and is no longer pretty. Seema has one son with her husband. 

What would Seema say to a woman wanting to marry a Mid-Eastern Muslim? Here are her words. 

"At first, the man will be charming and considerate. He knows, about a woman he is pursuing, that 'once she is in the cave, I can eat her.' The man will change and become his true self after marrying. 

"If you want to marry a Muslim, first read "Not Without My Daughter". The book is true. Islam has good rules if only men lived on this planet. The rights of women are only talk. Islam has a cruel, controlling spirit and is suffocating for a woman. A Muslim man doesn't care about a woman's feelings. He says, 'If you don't like'. . . (whatever he says) 'Go knock your head on wood.' 

If the man is unhappy, it is all your fault, and if he divorces you, the children are his. Arab men have very hot blood, so easily hit women, and the Koran says that is OK. Islam despises European people, and says they are inferior dogs. Men control themselves in America, but change completely when they return to their own country. 

Don't think, "This man is my last chance for happiness". My mother and my aunts (all expatriate women married to Muslims) tried to tell me that I was making a mistake, but I wouldn't listen. I couldn't see beyond now, that something better might come. My marriage seemed like the only way out to happiness, but I was wrong." 

Seema and I plan to talk regularly, and she wants to tell me more, to tell women contemplating marriage to Muslims. 

Natalie came to see me last week. She is Spanish-American, has been married ten years, and has three children. Her husband told her, "You do not make me happy any longer. So I married a second wife three months ago. I want to bring her to our bedroom this week-end." 

Natalie is devastated, and feels utterly worthless. Probably, this man has slowly eroded her self-esteem over the years, and no longer respects the door mat he created. He won't let her to take the children out of this country. 

Most of these men know their wives will not leave their children. I don't understand why these men need someone to blame and mistreat, but it seems they don't really want to lose their wives. Although, Sally's husband (also, a Spanish-American), put a knife to her stomach and told her, "Get out of my life. I don't want you," he knows she will not abandon her three daughters, something these children fear greatly. 

As I listen, at coffee gatherings, to these women talk, all of them fear more for their daughters than for their sons. Kristen, (British) married 18 years, kept her marriage somewhat stable, though difficult, until her daughter reached puberty. Then, the husband insisted that the child always stay home, not wear the clothes she's always worn (like blue jeans), and cover completely when in public.) This husband doesn't make Kristen cover. She told me, "Cross-cultural marriages should be outlawed." Kristen's mother urged her to stick out the marriage for the children. Kristen also has four sons, aged two to fifteen. 

Most of the women I know are married to wealthy, wealthy men, so are not starving. But the men control all the spending, and often limit what the woman can have and do. They are allowed to buy jewelry, however, since that is the traditional Arab woman's source of wealth. 

Patty's husband 'borrowed' all her money, and would not repay anything. (She was a successful European businesswoman.) Her husband refused to have their daughter's birth registered, so the child, having no passport, could not be taken out of the country. Patty became a strong Christian, and says, "Jesus helped me take this man to court for beating me, and the judge made him stop." (Patty also has a black belt in some form of Judo, and the husband knows she can defend herself. So he stopped beating her.) But he refused her money for food, and the child's schooling, and wouldn't show up at home for days at a time. The family put such pressure on Patty that she withdrew her demand for a divorce. Divorce is easy for men to get, under Islam, but very hard for a woman. Patty's husband refused to give her money to start a business here, although the rulers of this country say they want women to have businesses. 

All 'my women', (who must sneak out to see me for counseling) are awed at how God helped Patty. Last summer the government declared an amnesty, to deport all illegal immigrants. One day, Patty simply walked into the airport, overcrowded with men (over 200,000 were deported), with her daughter and one small suitcase, and they escaped to her home country. Now others are taking courage, but so far no one else has gotten away. The fear is that these wealthy husbands can follow them and kidnap the children and return to this country. I suspect the woman are correct. 

Danna's husband didn't tell her for several months that he had divorced her. Ellie's husband left her after twenty-five years, and now has a young pretty second wife, an Iranian woman. He gives Ellie only 1500 dollars a month for her and the five children. Marylee's husband has not worked for many years, and drinks, but she is so beaten down by his abuse that she supports him and their two children at a low paying job. She is a highly intelligent and educated woman, but he destroyed all her diplomas and certificates that would prove she is qualified for a decent job. 

Most of these husbands drink, even though alcohol is supposedly 'haram' (forbidden) in Islam. The longer I live in this country, and see the utter hypocrisy of Islam, the more I lose all respect for the religion. Islam gives no human the inner power to live righteous lives, but wholly trusts human effort and choice, and denies that the heart of mankind chooses evil. 

Last week, friends visiting from Pakistan told us stories about refugees arriving from Afghanistan, where the Taliban is enforcing Sharia law. One old man, with a beard to his waist (a symbol of devotion to Islam), piled out of a truck full of refugees and shouted, "I hate Islam". Intellectuals and educated people are fleeing Afghanistan by the thousands, knowing they will be persecuted or imprisoned by the Taliban. When Islam gains power, it invariably creates bondages. 

Angie claims she has a good marriage to her Muslim husband. But if she isn't wearing the abaya (black cloak that covers from head to toe), and her husband runs into her, with friends, in a shopping mall, he will not acknowledge that he knows her, and is angry with her when she gets home.. Sometimes, he forces her to dress in a tight, low-necked mini-dress and accompany him to a disco. One morning, before dawn, as they drove home, a policeman stopped them and scolded her husband for 'being with a Filipina prostitute'. (Angie is Spanish-American and dark) Angie's husband would not protect her and say that she was his wife, not a prostitute. Her self-esteem is slowly being eroded, I can see. 

Nanci's husband has not prevented her from being a Christian. She says, "He married me this way, he must take me as I am." (She has a stronger sense of self-esteem than most of these women.) Her husband says, "You may go to Bible studies, but don't tell your friends, because they will tell their husbands and want to do the same thing." So Nanci doesn't feel comfortable attending many Bible studies. He husband's family, however, are not so tolerant, and she has faced seven years of intense pressure from them. One sister-in-law tried to stab her with a long scissors, but missed Nanci and hit the maid. The maid needed 118 stitches in her arm to repair the wound. 

As a professional counselor, I find that women vulnerable to charming Arab men, (and they can be SO charming), are, almost 100 percent, woman from dysfunctional families, with low self-esteem. And they have limited ability to see options for their futures. Even Nanci told me, "I was young and in love, and wouldn't listen to anyone," because she was so desperate to feel loved, and couldn't see any other way but from a husband. I would URGE women to seek help for recovery from past family dysfunction before marriage. Many have been sexually abused as children or teenagers. I believe that their psychological/emotional needs, deep seated, make them vulnerable to Islamic men, and unsure of a relationship with Jesus Christ as the living God of love and power and forgiveness. I see many American women with what I label, "The mid-forties and unmarried panic." 

I've lived nearly five years now in a Muslim country. I once respected Islam, but now know the religion is a legalistic deception of Satan. I cannot warn people too strongly against Islam. We call this country the land of inconsistency and hypocrisy. And this country is one of the BETTER Muslim lands, because people have few financial problems. 

I could quote many more ladies, including some of the rulers’ wives. They struggle deeply when their husband takes another wife, even though they have known all their lives that Islam allows multiple marriages and expects total obedience to her husband from a woman. Muslim men apparently cannot see a difference between respect and obedience, and feel disrespected if their wives make any decisions without consulting them. Young women feel that they are treated like brainless children. Many learn emotionally unhealthy patterns of manipulation in order to get legitimate needs met. Their children learn from them those patterns. Manipulation, instead of direct communication, appears deeply imbedded in the culture, even among men. 

I'd better stop. I get quite angry at the injustices and evil I see all around me, all a 'normal' part of Islam, and I might express that anger in all its depth, if I don't stop now! 

Vatican Warns Catholics Against Marrying Muslims
http://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20040515/local/vatican-warns-catholics-against-marrying-muslims.122956
May 15, 2004

The Vatican warned Catholic women yesterday to think hard before marrying a Muslim and urged Muslims to show more respect for human rights, gender equality and democracy.
Calling women "the least protected member of the Muslim family", it spoke of the "bitter experience" western Catholics had with Muslim husbands, especially if they married outside the Islamic world and later moved to his country of origin.

The comments in a document about migrants around the world were preceded by remarks about points of agreement between Christians and Muslims but they seemed likely to fuel mistrust between the world's two largest religions.

The document said the Church discouraged marriages between believers in traditionally Catholic countries and non-Christian migrants.

It hoped Muslims would show "a growing awareness that fundamental liberties, the inviolable rights of the person, the equal dignity of man and woman, the democratic principle of government and the healthy lay character of the state are principles that cannot be surrendered."

When a Catholic woman and Muslim man wanted to marry, it said, "bitter experience teaches us that a particularly careful and in-depth preparation is called for".

It said one possible problem was with Muslim in-laws and advised future mothers that they must insist on Church policy that children born of a mixed marriage be baptised and brought up as Catholics.

If the marriage is registered in the consulate of a Muslim country, the document said, the Catholic must be careful not to sign a document or swear an oath including the shahada, the Islamic profession of faith, which would amount to converting.

The document highlighted the contrasting approaches the Vatican has taken in recent years towards Islam, which has emerged as a strong rival for souls, especially in Africa.

Pope John Paul has broken ground in dialogue with Muslims and even prayed in a mosque in Damascus. He won plaudits in the Muslim world for his strong opposition to the Iraq war.

But Vatican officials and leading Catholic prelates have expressed increasingly critical views about the spread of Islam and the challenge this poses for Catholicism.

The Vatican's top theologian, Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, said earlier this week the West "no longer loves itself" and so was unable to respond to the challenge of Islam, which was growing because it expressed "greater spiritual energy".

The migration document also discouraged churches from letting non-Christians use their places of worship.

This issue arose last month when Muslims in Spain asked to be able to pray in Cordoba cathedral, which was once a mosque. A senior Vatican official said this would be "problematic".

Muslim-Christian Marriages Stir Concern in Italy - Cardinal Ruini Appeals for "Prudence and Firmness"
https://zenit.org/articles/muslim-christian-marriages-stir-concern-in-italy/ 
Rome, December 1, 2005

The president of the Italian bishops' conference has called for prudence given the increase of mixed Muslim-Christian marriages in the country. Cardinal Camillo Ruini said that "the existential and ecclesial implications" of such unions "suggest prudence and firmness and call for a reaffirmed awareness of the Christian identity and Catholic view on marriage and the family, in virtue also of the consequences that derive at the religious and social level and interreligious dialogue." The Pope's vicar for Rome addressed the issue in the introduction to a note on "Marriages between Catholics and Muslims." The note was presented Tuesday as "Guidelines of the Presidency of the Italian Episcopal Conference." Cardinal Ruini said that in recent years the number of these marriages has increased notably, above all because of the immigration of Muslims to Italy. The document seeks to promote a "homogeneous" position among pastors regarding the dispensation for the impediment of disparity of worship. Such an impediment would normally invalidate a marriage between a Catholic and a non-Christian. 
The Shahada 

The note, written by an interdisciplinary group of experts, addresses in four parts the pastoral context of these unions: the Christian view of marriage, the course of preparation, the celebration of the marriage, and family support. 
The document includes several appendices, one of which is dedicated to the Shahada, the "testimony" or profession of the Muslim faith, required by some Muslim countries to authorize civilly the celebration of a marriage between a follower of Islam and a person of another religion. Some Catholics sign that statement, considering it as a mere bureaucratic step to be able to get married. The note asks parish priests to explain that it is rather "an authentic act of formal abandonment of the Catholic faith." Another appendix presents elements that must be taken into account to understand the view of marriage in Islam, "a patriarchal family with pre-established duties and roles." Polygamy, the text reminds, is allowed in the Koran. 


Caution over Interreligious Marriages Is Reiterated - Church in Italy Takes Special Note of Catholic-Muslim Unions

https://zenit.org/articles/caution-over-interreligious-marriages-is-reiterated/ 
Rome, February 6, 2007

The Church in Italy continues to send up warning flags about the special difficulties faced by spouses in interreligious marriages, especially those between Catholics and Muslims. The issue recently came to the fore again when ISTAT, the country's statistical office, revealed that the number of marriages between Italians and foreigners had tripled in 10 years.
In 2005 the Italian bishops' conference issued guidelines in its note "Marriages between Catholics and Muslims in Italy."
Bishop Giuseppe Anfossi of Aosta, president of the episcopal conference's Commission for the Family, addressed the issue again in the Jan. 28 edition of Famiglia Cristiana magazine. A man and a woman are "very distant objectively … when they plan a life as a couple and a family, while belonging to two such different cultural and religious worlds," Bishop Anfossi wrote. 

"And it is known that the more distant two candidates for marriage are, the more is asked of them in terms of dialogue, understanding and love," he observed. "When the Church suggests prudence in the case of a marriage where one of the partners is Muslim, it is not guided by precautionary measures but simply interprets the objective difficulties … [related] to the way of understanding marriage, which is very different between the two parties."


Shared concern 

Last Jan. 22, on Vatican Radio, the undersecretary of the episcopal conference, Monsignor Domenico Movagero, also referred to the episcopate's note. He observed that the document's "attitude of firmness and prudence" regarding Catholic-Muslim marriages "is very much shared by Muslim religious authorities."
The reason is that "both religions have a tendency to be exclusive," the monsignor said. "[Both] present themselves as religions that in some way give norms for the present and the future."
Among the difficult situations cited by Bishop Anfossi in Famiglia Cristiana, is formation in the faith. For a Muslim man, the prelate observed, a male offspring must be educated in the religion of the father. "However, the Church asks the Catholic mother who marries according to the rite of our religion to do everything possible to propose the Catholic faith to the children," Bishop Anfossi noted. "Naturally, the Muslim father is asked to consent to his wife's wish."
Monsignor Mogavero told Vatican Radio: "The Catholic spouse commits himself or herself, should he or she request the dispensation to enter into marriage, to safeguard not only their own faith but also to educate as Catholics and to baptize in the Catholic Church the children that are born.

"This exigency is the same also for the other spouse, so that inevitably -- even with all good will, with all intelligence and ability to dialogue on this point -- frictions and problems will quite likely arise."


"No" to polygamy 

Another point addressed by Bishop Anfossi in his commentary is that "marriage for Islam is not made to last forever." "The Muslim husband is invited to address this problem," the prelate wrote. "If the experience he had in his original family was positive, if he reflects on the proposal and accepts its value, if he knows his wife's religious world and, above all, if he loves her, he can truly agree to the request, knowing that it also includes a 'no' to polygamy."
Statistically rarer is the reverse case: of a Muslim woman who marries a Catholic man.
This situation, Bishop Anfossi warned, can cause even greater problems: "Islamic law, which is conserved in the codes of family law of the various Muslim countries, does not consent to and therefore does not recognize this marriage, but exacts the conversion of the future husband to Islam."
Another factor is cultural. Some groups, the prelate said, face difficulties in assimilating into Italian culture.
"Naturally, in such cases, other cultural and historical factors intervene, [such as] a predisposition to dialogue and a quality of soul and heart that no one can measure," he wrote. "[I]f they are united to a sincere spirituality and authentic faith, then they can effect the miracle and truly achieve the birth of something new, valid not only in terms of cultural laboratory, which brings different worlds closer, but also of authentic dialogue between religions." 

Lisbon Cardinal warns on marriages to Muslims
http://www.cathnews.com/article.aspx?aeid=11139
January 16, 2009

Lisbon Cardinal Jose Policarpo has warned Portuguese women that marrying a Muslim man can bring "a whole lot of trouble" because Christian women become subject to Muslim conventions.  

PR Inside reports that Cardinal Policarpo is advising Portuguese women to think twice before marrying a Muslim. 

But he also says Christians should learn more about Islam and respect Muslims. 

He insisted the Portuguese church has warm relations with the country's Muslim population of around 100,000. 

Cardinal Policarpo's comments were made at a public debate late Tuesday and were broadcast by local media on Wednesday. 

There is no recent history of animosity between Christians and Muslims in Portugal, where 85 percent of people say they are Catholic. 

Source: Portuguese cardinal warns about Muslim marriages (PR-Inside) 

Readers’ comments

Very wise advice - for those who want to be wise in all things. Sadly, some Catholics don't want to be wise in all things when it comes to how their Catholic Christian faith does have much to say on matters of love, marriage, sexuality etc.

In my work as a priest I have had some experiences with preparing Catholic-Muslim couples for marriage and also with Catholic-Muslim married couples living in some of the parishes I have been assigned to.
Each situation has had its own particularly unique ecology and I would not want to relate any of those for fear of causing worry in any of the families.
Putting culture aside for a moment because in some cases, it does not matter at all for some spouses are from the same language groupings, the same tribes, the same country of origin. It really is a matter of religion and faith.
Islam is not a religion which is equal to Christianity. 
The Cardinal is correct in the general warning he gives about the effects of the demands of Islam on a Catholic Christian in a marriage.

The 'trouble' he refers to stems from the refusal of Islam to acknowledge RECIPROCITY in its relations to other faiths.
Also, the 'conventions' referred to in the brief article contain both religious as well as cultural demands. Some of the cultural demands have nothing to do with Islam but Islam is claimed for the power behind some of those cultural conventions.

-Fr Mick Mac Andrew, Bombala, NSW

… As Robert Spencer, American expert on Islam said. 'There are many moderate Muslims, but there is no moderate Islam' 
Here is a piece about the daffy conversions to Islam by women who don't really think it through. 
http://islammonitor.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2004&Itemid=96 -Skye
See MARRIAGE: ROMAN CATHOLIC AND SUNNI MUSLIM PERSPECTIVES
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/ecumenical-and-interreligious/interreligious/upload/Mid-Atlantic-Dialogue-Marriage-Roman-Catholic-and-Sunni-Muslim-Perspectives-2011.pdf 
Prepared by the Mid-Atlantic Dialogue of Catholics and Muslims 

Co-sponsored by: The Committee for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and the Islamic Circle of North America
Will the Catholic Church recognize the marriage of a Catholic to someone who is not a baptized Christian?

http://catholicweddinghelp.com/questions/unbaptized.htm 

Yes, although the Catholic party must first obtain a “dispensation” from his/her bishop. The Church teaches that the marriage of a Catholic to someone who is not a baptized Christian is impeded (blocked) by “disparity of cult”—that is, the difference in their religious backgrounds. (This would include marriage to someone who is an atheist or agnostic.) This impediment can be removed (dispensed with) by the bishop if the following conditions are met:

-The Catholic party must promise to do all in his or her power to have all children baptized and raised in the Catholic Church.

-The Catholic party must declare that she or he is prepared to remove all dangers that might cause him or her to fall away from the faith. (For instance, the Catholic person might want to ensure that he or she is not prevented from attending Mass or receiving sacraments.)

-The non-Catholic person must be informed about the Catholic party's promises and obligation to fulfill them.

-The couple must be informed of the ends and properties of marriage. (In a nutshell, the purpose of marriage is the good of the spouses and the procreation and education of children, and its essential properties are its unity and indissolubility.)

You may request a dispensation through the Catholic minister who will witness your wedding.

Attending an interfaith wedding

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=154   

September 7, 2004

Q: Should parents, grandparents, siblings, families go to this marriage? All are strong practicing Catholics.

The daughter, who just graduated this year, is engaged to an anti-Catholic fundamentalist, so is his family. The family has tried to "save" the catholic family by making improper visits. The daughter is blind to all, and will be married outside the Church that she left about six months ago. 

Should the girl's family attend the wedding at all? In the eyes of God, those who are ignorant of the teachings of the Church, can they be held responsible for such a choice? Is the daughter in fault if she doesn't know that the Catholic Church is the True Church of Christ? 

This young girl asked the deacon in the parish, a friend of the family, if she could get married in the Catholic Church. He asked her if she is practicing the faith; she said no, and he told her he cannot help her. The deacon is right. 

The family has tried to explain to her that the Church will not recognize her marriage if she is not practicing... and she is deaf to all. Can you please comment? -Anne 
A: I think this girl needs to understand the seriousness of the wrong she is doing. If you indulge or support her in this bad decision then how will she understand this?

If it was me, I would not attend this invalid wedding.
As to the question of Catholic teaching, the future husband cannot be expected to know or understand Catholic teaching on marriage. This woman, on the other hand, has been told directly, according to your post, what the Church thinks about this. Thus she has no excuse. In any event, a Catholic marrying outside of the Church is marrying invalidly. This sin should not be indulged or supported.

The Church teaches that if we see someone sinning, are in a position to say or do something about it, and do not say or do that "something", then we are an accomplice to that other person's sin.

In the end this is a matter of your conscience. –Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
Mass at an interfaith marriage 

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/lit/viewanswer.asp?QID=147  

February 5, 2005

Q: Because I’m not Catholic, my wife to be is scared about two issues:
1) Our wedding won’t be considered a sacrament, though I accept the children to be Catholic and will have a Church wedding
2) Whether we can have a mass at our wedding, being that I am not Catholic, nor baptised in the Christian faith? –Sameer
A: Since you are not baptized, the marriage will not be celebrated within Mass. The Rite of Marriage has a special rite for this situation. (Rite of Marriage, n.8) If you haven't already, make an appointment with the pastor of your wife-to-be, since you'll also need to get permission from the bishop. -Jacob Slavek

Attending a non-Catholic wedding when one (of the couple) is a baptized catholic 

http://catholic-bulletin.blogspot.com/2008/05/attending-non-catholic-wedding-when-one.html 

May 3, 2008
Q: A very good friend has invited me to her son's wedding. Her son was baptized Catholic but is no longer practicing and is not having a sacramental Catholic wedding; rather, he is being married in a non-Catholic church. Honestly, I'm torn. Part of me says I'm advocating sin if I attend. The other part says I may be missing an opportunity for evangelizing in the fashion of St. Francis of Assisi. "Evangelize, evangelize, evangelize!! And when absolutely necessary, use words." He also "evangelized" by his mere presence by walking through the streets and saying nothing. I'm not sure if it would be the same thing by my "presence" at the wedding. Most of all, I want to bring her son back to the Catholic church, not turn him further away by my actions. I'd also like to add that my friend was also torn. She asked two different priests, whom I feel are both true to the magisterium of the Catholic Church, whether she should go to her son's wedding. One told her that it would be a mortal sin; the other said he approved of her attending. She has chosen to attend. She said she got married outside the Church and was a baptized Catholic and later returned to the faith. To complicate matters further, this son saved her life. Is there anything stated in Canon Law that might be helpful in resolving this important matter? Thank you and God bless you. -SBM

A: This question, which I am asked repeatedly, is a moral question, not primarily a matter of canon law.
I would amend your second sentence to say, "Her son was baptized Catholic but is no longer practicing and is not having a valid marriage." That is a fact of canon law.
To attend an invalid marriage is a source of scandal, as it implies approval of the attempted marriage.
In such situations, I have suggested skipping the wedding ceremony and attending the reception. This will keep the door of communication open between you and the couple so that maybe someday in the future you can encourage them to convalidate the marriage and begin practicing their faith. -Rev. Mark J. Gantley, JCL 

Attending the civil/Protestant marriage of a Catholic (This equally applies to marriage with a Muslim)
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=1353     

May 6, 2009

Q: If a daughter, baptised Catholic and received all the sacraments, marries a Protestant in a civil ceremony, or even a Protestant ceremony, are the parents (themselves sacramental Catholics) able to attend without fear of sinning? 

And how about friends and relatives who are also practicing Catholics? We have friends who are faced with this dilemma and greatly grieved by their wayward daughter. We need to know our moral obligation pertaining to attendance in this type of situation. –Geraldine
A: I would suggest that a person who chooses to sin by marrying outside the Church, and thus risking their soul, should not be encouraged to marry in this way even tacitly.

The Catechism states:

1868 Sin is a personal act. Moreover, we have a responsibility for the sins committed by others when we cooperate in them: 

- By participating directly and voluntarily in them; 

- By ordering, advising, praising, or approving them; 

- By not disclosing or not hindering them when we have an obligation to do so; 

- By protecting evil-doers. 

1869 Thus sin makes men accomplices of one another and causes concupiscence, violence, and injustice to reign among them....

If this daughter chooses to sin, she needs to know that she is sinning gravely and one of the ways to let her know that is to not attend her wedding. That tells her just how serious this is that her family and friends will not attend.

At the same time, one loves his daughter. Love demands truth and justice, but also mercy. Not attending the wedding tells the truth and applies Justice by not cooperating in the daughter's sin and thereby teaching her a consequence for her actions. Attending the reception, however, is mercy. I don't think there is a problem attending the reception as it is not in itself a sin, but that will be up to the conscience of the parents and friends. To attend the reception can keep the doors of communication open. Hopefully, in the future, the daughter will do the right thing and have her marriage blessed in the Church. –Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
Is it a sin to witness a non-Catholic wedding ceremony?

http://www.greenspun.com/bboard/q-and-a-fetch-msg.tcl?msg_id=00AjB4 

Q: I am engaged to marry a non-Catholic, and because he does not want to convert, we will be married by a Presbyterian minister. My sister is a nun, and has told my parents that it will be a sin if they attend the wedding, because this is not a Catholic Church sanctioned wedding. Or is it true that if they do attend that they are going against any church rules, because their attendance is, in essence, a blessing of this non-Catholic union? 

Thanks for any advice you can give, as this is causing a family rift. Deborah Daly, April 08, 2003
A: No, a Catholic should not be witnessing the wedding of a Catholic in a non-Catholic ceremony. The Church has certain rules and one of them is that you follow its teachings in regards to marriage. You may be married in a Presbyterian church with the minister present, but you must have a Catholic priest present to make it a valid Catholic marriage. Is there a problem with that? Having the priest there to bless the marriage would make it "kosher" in the eyes of the Church. Christina
Jesus never did anything that would give the impression of approval or support of a sinful situation. A Catholic who goes through the motions of a non-Catholic wedding is entering into a state of overt ongoing fornication. Jesus said that no fornicator would enter His Kingdom. Do you suppose then that He would show up to support, let alone celebrate, such an occasion? I am sure they love each other, and I am sure their intentions are good, but good intentions do not nullify objective evil. Your sister was right, and what she did demonstrated not only personal courage, but a godly commitment to truth. It's so easy to pin the blame for hard feelings on the one who upsets the apple cart by acting morally. The hard feelings that still linger are the result of sin, not the result of your sister's refusal to encourage sin. Paul

It is not a sin for a Catholic to attend a non-Catholic wedding ceremony, unless of course their specific intent in doing so was to harm the Church through scandal. The real issue at the heart of your question is scandal. 

Scandal is a technical term used by the Church to describe those actions by individuals which when witnessed by other innocent individuals, are reasonably perceived by them in a way that could conceivably influence their choice of good over evil in the future. In other words, could anything your parents do by attending the (invalid) wedding of their daughter reasonably have an influence on others to sufficiently cause them to sin sometime in the future? It would be obvious to anyone in attendance that your parents’ presence is primarily due to their relationship to you and that their intent is to attend out of love for you and not to cause scandal to the Church in any way. Similarly, any Catholic friends and relatives should not be reluctant to attend your wedding and show you their love in doing so. As concerned Catholic parents however, your parents should do everything in their power to convince you to have a valid wedding ceremony. 

Any Catholics who attend your wedding ceremony, including your parents, should not actively participate in the service (e.g. receive communion, etc.). Additionally, it is not recommended that Catholics act in any “official” capacity such as bridesmaid or best man at such invalid marriages. Participating as a member of the “official” wedding party at such marriages can only send the message that the participant is indeed supplying his/her tacit approval to the ceremony. Ed

Do Catholics have to be married in the Catholic Church?

http://www.catholiceducation.org/en/culture/catholic-contributions/must-catholics-marry-in-a-church.html 

By Fr. William Saunders

The "straight answer" is simply "yes," but let’s understand also the "why." 

In the Sacrament of Marriage, a baptized Christian man exchanges vows with a baptized Christian woman. Before Almighty God, they promise to each other a love that is faithful, permanent, exclusive, self-sacrificing and life-giving. Through marriage, a couple now enters into a new public state of life both in the eyes of the Church and society; therefore, the celebration of the marriage rightfully ought to be public with the vows exchanged before a priest (or other authorized witness of the Church), the witnesses (usually the Best Man and Maid of Honour), and the faithful gathered for the ceremony. (Cf. Catechism, No. 1663.) 

Given this basis, a Catholic (either baptized as a Catholic or later entering the Catholic Church after having already been baptized in another Christian denomination) is bound to be married in the Catholic Church. 
The Church in which one has been baptized and confirmed, receives Holy Communion and professes faith, ought to be the Church in which one is married. Consequently, whether a Catholic is marrying a Catholic or a baptized non-Catholic Christian, the normal expectation is for the marriage to take place in the Catholic Church and for the children to be raised in the Catholic faith. 

However, when a Catholic is marrying a baptized non-Catholic Christian, legitimate circumstances may arise when the couple would like to be married in the Church of the non-Catholic. Such circumstances include recognizing a special or long-standing relationship with a minister, or preventing family alienation. In such a case, the couple would complete the regular Catholic marriage preparation. The Catholic party would also attest to his intention of not leaving the Catholic Church and of promising to baptize and raise the children in the Catholic faith. The non-Catholic party would be informed of these promises, attest to understanding these promises and in turn promise not to interfere in their fulfilment. After the preparation and the attainment of these promises, the priest would petition the bishop on behalf of the couple for a "Dispensation from Canonical Form," meaning permission for the couple to be married outside of the Catholic Church. The Church requires a dispensation because the bishop, as shepherd of the diocese and guardian of the souls, must insure that the couple is prepared as best as possible for marriage and is ready to enter into Holy Matrimony. With such permission, the wedding is valid in the eyes of the Catholic Church. (Cf. Code of Canon Law, No. 1124-25). 

For example, when I was an associate pastor at St. Mary's, I once prepared a couple for marriage where the uncle of the bride was a Presbyterian minister, whom they wanted to officiate at the wedding. After the couple completed the necessary Catholic wedding preparation and made the required promises, I petitioned Bishop John R. Keating for a Dispensation of Form, which he granted. The couple was married in the Presbyterian Meeting House next door to St. Mary's. The uncle-Presbyterian minister officiated at the ceremony and I too was present to offer a blessing. This marriage was fully recognized by the Church. 

However, if a Catholic enters marriage outside of the Catholic Church without the necessary dispensation, then the marriage is considered invalid and is not recognized by the Church. Moreover, this action places the person in a state of mortal sin. For instance, if a Catholic marrying either another Catholic or anyone else just decides to be married in some other Church or by a Justice of the Peace, that marriage is invalid. 

While such a marriage may have legal standing in the eyes of the state, it has no legitimate standing in the eyes of the Church. 

As a pastor, I am surprised how many people are ignorant of this obligation. Too often, couples register in the parish indicating that they were not married in the Church. When I investigate to see how the situation can be rectified, I am surprised that some never realized they had to be married in the Catholic Church or first receive the proper dispensation to be married elsewhere. Sadly, some of these people then resent the fact that the Church considers their marriages invalid and that they will have to follow the proper steps to have them validated. Clearly, pastors, parents and religious educators need to stress the importance of marriage in the Church to those entrusted to their care

Father William Saunders is pastor of Our Lady of Hope parish in Potomac Falls, Virginia. He is dean of the Notre Dame Graduate School of Christendom College. 
The above article is a "Straight Answers" column he wrote for the Arlington Catholic Herald.
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