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“Interfaith dialogue” such as this is not the kind that is envisioned by Rome

For true Interfaith Dialogue, see

INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE 01-POPE BENEDICT XVI 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INTERRELIGIOUS_DIALOGUE_01-POPE_BENEDICT_XVI.doc 

INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE 02-GOA CATHOLICS OPPOSE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INTERRELIGIOUS_DIALOGUE_02-GOA_CATHOLICS_OPPOSE.doc
One Prakash Lasrado writes to a number of Cardinals, Bishops and priests recommending what he believes to be proper “Interfaith Dialogue” but is a concoction of syncretism and New Age to say the least:

From: Prakash Lasrado prakash.lasrado@gmail.com 
To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net, Agnelo Gracias agnelorg@gmail.com CC: Around 60 others including the Bombay Cardinal
Subject: Michael Prabhu's fundamentals not clear on yoga, homeopathy, inter-religious dialogue etc.
Date: Sat, 21 Mar 2015 20:40:06 +0530
Michael Prabhu,

Your fundamentals on yoga, homeopathy, inter-religious dialogue not clear.

Subject: Educating Michael Prabhu on interfaith dialogue
Date: Sat, 21 Mar 2015 20:48:53 +0530

Michael Prabhu,

Here is some education for you on interfaith dialogue. See the difference between dialogue and debate etc.

https://www.scarboromissions.ca/Interfaith_dialogue/guidelines_interfaith.php
Extract from https://www.scarboromissions.ca/Scarboro_missions_magazine/Issues/2005/January_February/editorial.pdf:
Paul McKenna is coordinator of the Scarborough Missions Interfaith Department in Toronto, Ontario, Canada

(He is particularly involved in Catholic-Hindu dialogue)
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His work has included creating the Golden Rule Poster featuring the Golden Rule scripturally and symbolically in 13 religions. This multifaith poster, now translated into seven languages, has achieved international renown as an educational and interfaith resource. With graduate degrees in theology and religion, he has created a number of do-it-yourself, educational, and curriculum resources supporting the Golden Rule and interfaith dialogue.

Source: http://theinterfaithobserver.org/who-we-are/single-gallery/10646600 

The Golden Rule Poster

http://www.interfaithunity.ca/essays/goldenruleposter.htm EXTRACT
May 2002

Monsignor Pedro López Quintana of the Secretariat of State in the Vatican wrote, “The Holy Father* wishes me to express his gratitude for the … Scarboro Missions’ Golden Rule poster which you sent him.” On January 4th 2002, eight ambassadors from the North American Interfaith Network and Scarboro Missions presented the Golden Rule poster to Mrs. Gillian Sorensen, Assistant Secretary-General of the United Nations, where it is now on permanent display.
*The Pope in 2002 was John Paul II. Remember the infamous “Spirit of Assisi” of Pope John Paul II that Cardinal Ratzinger boycotted in 1986? It is not in the least surprising that the Pope appreciated this “13 religions” initiative of Paul McKenna which include those who deny the Trinity and the divine nature of Jesus (Unitarians), and those who deny that Jesus is the Son of God, 1 John 2:21-23 (Muslims):
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What does this Scarborough Missions promote? A lot… but I’ll try and be brief.

Guidelines for Interreligious Understanding

https://www.scarboromissions.ca/Interfaith_dialogue/guidelines_interfaith.php
Fr. Thomas Keating is a Roman Catholic priest and Trappist Monk who has made a major contribution to the centering prayer movement and to Interfaith spirituality. He is convener of the Snowmass Conference and a member of the international monastic inter-religious movement. He authored the following report:

A report on an experience of on-going inter-religious dialogue might be helpful at this point. In 1984, I invited a group of spiritual teachers from a variety of the world religions — Buddhist, Tibetan Buddhist, Hindu, Jewish, Islamic, Native American, Russian Orthodox, Protestant, and Roman Catholic — to gather at St. Benedict's Monastery in Snowmass, Colorado, to meditate together in silence and to share our personal spiritual journeys, especially those elements in our respective traditions that have proved most helpful to us along the way.

We kept no record and published no papers. As our trust and friendship grew, we felt moved to investigate various points that we seemed to agree on. The original points of agreement were worked over during the course of subsequent meetings as we continued to meet, for a week or so each year. Our most recent list consists of the following eight points:

1. The world religions bear witness to the experience of Ultimate Reality to which they give various names: Brahman, Allah, Absolute, God, Great Spirit.

2. Ultimate Reality cannot be limited by any name or concept.

3. Ultimate Reality is the ground of infinite potentiality and actualization.

4. Faith is opening, accepting and responding to Ultimate Reality. Faith in this sense precedes every belief system.

5. The potential for human wholeness (or in other frames of reference) -- enlightenment, salvation, transformation, blessedness, "nirvana" -- is present in every human person.

6. Ultimate Reality may be experienced not only through religious practices but also through nature, art, human relationships, and service of others.

7. As long as the human condition is experienced as separate from Ultimate Reality, it is subject to ignorance and illusion, weakness and suffering.

8. Disciplined practice is essential to the spiritual life; yet spiritual attainment is not the result of one's own efforts, but the result of the experience of oneness with Ultimate Reality.

If you didn’t get it by reading that, Fr. Thomas Keating and Centering Prayer are New Age. See
CENTERING PRAYER http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CENTERING_PRAYER.doc
Golden Rule Meditation Exercises
https://www.scarboromissions.ca/Golden_rule/meditation_exercises.php EXTRACT
2.4 A meditation on Shinto wisdom

2.7 A meditation on the Hindu Namaste greeting

2.8 A meditation on the teaching of Black Elk (Native American)
2.9 A meditation on Thich Nhat Hanh's teaching (Buddhist)
2.10 A meditation on the teaching of Mother Teresa

2.11 A meditation on interfaith dialogue (a meditation on interfaith dialogue!!!)
2.12 A meditation on the "gold" in the Golden Rule

3.7 Exploring the circle (a meditation on the Golden rule poster!!!)
3.8 Becoming a global citizen (New-Agey)
The only thing that they seem to have missed is a meditation on meditation!

Psalm 119:97: How I love your law O Lord! It is my meditation all the day. (Catholic New American Bible)
Psalm 119: 99: I have more understanding than all my teachers when your decrees are my meditation. (-do-)
Spend time gazing upon the Golden Rule Poster as an image. Allow it to speak to you. Study the visual elements of the poster – its overall design, its various shapes, lines, colours. Consider how these various elements relate to one another. Reflect on the symbolic meaning of the poster image, particularly from the perspective of international community and global citizenship.
On the poster, note that:

(The globe – the earth – our world – resides at the very centre.

(The words, "The Golden Rule", are superimposed on the globe.

(Lines (or rays) flow out from the globe to the outer edges of the poster and beyond (or, from another perspective, the lines flow from the outer edges inwards toward the globe).

(On the globe at the centre, the lines of longitude and latitude connect the various continents to one another in one single global human community.

(There are no lines dividing the various continents into nations.

(The poster can be conceived as a wheel with numerous spokes going out from the central hub which is the globe.

(The symbols of the various religions are gathered in a circle of circles – the circle is the most universal of religious symbols and represents unity and interconnectedness – in the circle, "everything is connected and everything is one".

[…]
Human beings have long recognized the circle as a powerful, healing agent and have gathered in circles for prayer, worship, ritual and celebration. The noted Swiss psychologist, Carl Jung, referred to the circle as an "archetype of wholeness." In the English language, the words "wholeness", "holiness", "healing" and "health" have the same etymological root (which means "complete" or "whole"). The circle thus functions as a symbol for wholeness, holiness and health.

The circle is also a symbol for time, eternity, balance, community, consecrated space and the cycle of birth and death.

The wheel is a common symbol in religious and cultural traditions – the wheel of time, the wheel of fate, and so on. The wheel of dharma in Buddhism is the eightfold path symbolized by an eight-spoke wheel, a prevalent symbol of the Buddhist tradition.

"Mandala" is a Sanskrit word meaning "circle". In the Hindu and Buddhist traditions, mandalas are circles symbolically designed to represent the cosmic order. Mandalas belong to most spiritual and symbolic traditions as universal images of the human longing to achieve order within diversity and integration within creation. The rose windows of the Gothic cathedrals, the Celtic stone circles, the yin-yang symbol, the Navajo sand paintings, the Philippine Christmas Star, labyrinths, mazes, circle dances, wreaths, halos, and dream catchers are all mandalas that help individuals define themselves within a wider world of meaning and value.
Carl Jung is, according to the 2003 Vatican Document on the New Age, the third ranked leading New Ager.

There’s plenty of New Age in the cited paragraphs above but I’ve only highlighted a few words in red.
Secular humanism too is one of the “religions” (“Interfaith”, they said) that they would “dialogue” with:
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(Take time to slow down your mind, your emotions and your body. You may want to do some deep breathing exercises (pranayama?), yoga or another form of physical movement. Or you may want to simply sit in stillness.

(Realize that harmony of body and spirit is important. Adopt a body stance that is peaceful, balanced, relaxed and alert. Try to keep your back as straight as possible (padmasana?).
(You may want to light a candle and close the curtains in order to create a meditative atmosphere.

(Open your heart and mind. As a final preparatory gesture, you may want to centre yourself by:

-maintaining silence

-repeating a mantra

-asking for spiritual help (from what entity?) I didn’t find “Catholic” or “Jesus” or even “God” on any of the pages of this web site, just one single verse from the Gospel of St. Matthew.
The site recommended to the Cardinals, Bishops and priests by Mr. Lasrado is inimical to Catholics and to genuine interreligious dialogue. 
UPDATE

What to make of Brother David Steindl-Rast?
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=47319   

February 12, 2016
We have received a question from a reader about a Benedictine monk known as David Steindl-Rast whose books, which are being read by family members, appear to mix Buddhism and Catholicism. What is the best way to defend against these writings?

First of all, there is a popular misconception that Buddhism is somehow “non-religious” and therefore can be practiced by people of any faith. This is not correct. Buddhism may have some teachings that agree with Christianity such as some of the ethical teachings, but there are deep divides between the fundamental beliefs of Buddhists and those of Christians.

For instance, Buddhists do not believe in the existence of the soul. They believe people who think they have a soul are rooted in ignorance and in a desire to please one’s “self” and that we become truly enlightened only after we come to the realization that there is no such thing as a soul. In fact, Buddhists are not concerned with the existence of God at all but instead seek after the “non-self”. This blog explains more.

As for Steindl-Rast, this Austrian-born monk who emigrated to the United States in 1952 became deeply involved in the post-Vatican II interfaith dialogue. At one point, he served (with Vatican approval) in Buddhist-Christian dialogue at the request of the abbot of a newly founded Benedictine community in Elmira, New York where he was a member.

In 1968, he co-founded the Center for Spiritual Studies with Jewish, Buddhist, Hindu and Sufi teachers.

A prolific writer and speaker, he has authored numerous books including A Listening Heart: The Spirituality of Sacred Sensuousness, Belonging to the Universe: Explorations on the Frontiers of Science and Spirituality, and The Ground We Share: Everyday Practice, Buddhist and Christian.
His work has been criticized as being syncretistic, such as by the author of this article which appears on the EWTN website.

“For Steindl-Rast, the content of ‘Religion’ is revealed through ‘our peak experiences,” writes Fr. Bernard D. Green. “There ‘we discover…what we mean by God, if we want to use that term. We experience that we belong to God. Our true self is the divine self’.” Green goes on to say that since the authentic content of Religion can be read off from that common experience, the various religions are – according to Steindl-Rast – essentially compatible.

“Hence, for Steindl-Rast, it is possible to have a baptismal ceremony which is totally Buddhist and totally Christian. Neither Buddhism nor Christianity adds anything distinctive to the ceremony. The rite is able to express <a priori> commonality of meaning, which was there before the two ‘religions’ were formed. Thus, syncretism assumes common content and, on that basis, is open to incorporating beliefs and practices from any and every spiritual tradition.”

These views are obviously problematic.

Steindl-Rast is also very involved in the network for grateful living which also blends a variety of beliefs, including what appears to be earth worship as well as Buddhist-style meditation techniques.

Catholics, particularly those who are not well-versed in world religions and Christian theology should avoid the writings of Steindl-Rast whose syncretistic blending of various beliefs is certain to cause confusion and misunderstanding.

See also

FOCOLARE, 'THE WORK OF MARY'-IS IT GOOD FOR CATHOLICS? 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FOCOLARE_THE_WORK_OF_MARY-IS_IT_GOOD_FOR_CATHOLICS.doc
SPIRIT OF ASSISI 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SPIRIT_OF_ASSISI.doc
FATHERS OF THE SVD CONGREGATION WITHOUT ZEAL OR HOPE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FATHERS_OF_THE_SVD_CONGREGATION_WITHOUT_ZEAL_OR_HOPE.doc
WAS JESUS A YOGI? SYNCRETISM AND INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE-ERROL FERNANDES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WAS_JESUS_A_YOGI_SYNCRETISM_AND_INTERRELIGIOUS_DIALOGUE-ERROL_FERNANDES.doc
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