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APRIL 8, 2017
Irreverent and careless handling of Consecrated Hosts at Mass in the Cathedral Basilica of St. Thomas, Archdiocese of Madras-Mylapore
To: The Archbishop of Madras-Mylapore Date: Fri, 7 Apr 2017 20:29:41 +0530 
Subject: GREAT IRREVERENCE IN HANDLING CONSECRATED HOSTS IN SANTHOME CATHEDRAL
Dear Archbishop George,
Today as I usually do on First Fridays, I attended Mass at the Cathedral at 11:00 AM.

I watched as Sr. Fides PDDM dropped consecrated hosts repeatedly when filling the ciboria on the credence table in preparation for Holy Communion. (Other nuns have done the same, earlier)

The celebrant was the assistant parish priest Fr. Charles I think; he dropped two hosts when transferring them on the credence table from his ciborium to the sacred vessel that goes back into the Tabernacle.

On the Sacred Heart statue side of the cathedral a very short nun in blue-gray habit was the Eucharistic Minister for Holy Communion. Though I half-knelt to receive the Lord, the Sacred Host dipped in the Blood did not even touch my lips. It went straight to the floor. She just picked it up, put it to the side of the others as if it was infected with bacteria, gave me another, and went on distributing Holy Communion without missing a beat.

Where has all the reverence for the Most Sacred gone to? You know the procedures that were followed in the good old days if a Host fell to the ground, and you know what is expected to be done in today's Church too. I write this on the back of my April 2 letter to you about the puja room-looking Adoration Chapel at the Kodambakkam parish church of Our Lady of Fatima*.

I talked to some of their parishioners. Apparently they are unaware that they may obtain a Plenary Indulgence in this 100th anniversary year of the Fatima apparitions where a statue of Our Lady of Fatima is exposed and venerated. Shouldn't the parish priest have informed them of that great privilege by now? May 13 (in just over a month) marks the first of the six apparitions to the peasant girls.

I wish that Your Grace would respond to my letters of mutual concern instead of ignoring them.

Yours obediently, Michael Prabhu, Catholic apologist
*TWO TABERNACLES MANY STATUES IN ADORATION CHAPEL-FATIMA CHURCH IN MADRAS-MYLAPORE ARCHDIOCESE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TWO_TABERNACLES_MANY_STATUES_IN_ADORATION_CHAPEL-FATIMA_CHURCH_IN_MADRAS-MYLAPORE_ARCHDIOCESE.doc
Date: Fri, 7 Apr 2017 21:15:00 +0530

Dear Mr. Michael Prabhu,
Peace of Christ!

I thank you for your email and noted its content.

I shall inform the parish priest about your concern.

I feel that these things could be brought directly to the knowledge of the parish priest by you**.

God bless

+ George A.

**Date: Sat, 8 Apr 2017 09:02:58 +0530 EXTRACT
Dear Archbishop George,
I greatly appreciate that you responded to my email and that you were at your pastoral work even after 9:00 pm. God bless you. Thank you for your assurance that you will take up the matter with the parish priest.
In response to your suggestion that I take up my concerns directly with the parish priests themselves, I would like to explain to you why I don't.

Most priests in the city are aware of my ministry and of me and are cold, unwelcoming and even hostile. They look at me as a trouble-maker and I don't blame them for it. But the issues that I raise and the questions that I ask are relevant. The problem is that few, if any, Catholics are knowledgeable or care. They simply come and go and want to be in the "good books" of the parish priest and others. In contrast, I am a source of constant irritation. There are places where I am welcomed like at Good Pastor (St. Pauls) where the priest offers me tea and lunch and discusses aspects of my ministry and even removes from their shelves books and DVDs that I object to; but they are very few. Even the nuns like the PDDM sisters in the Cathedral have glossed over some of my complaints like the fact that they do not give "pucca" bills for very expensive purchases that I have made, or that they have sold me defective products, or that they should not be selling statues and artworks of Jesus in the yoga padmasana posture. (He is the Son of God, the Enlightened One, NOT a yogi who achieved enlightenment). There is a lot more than that, but you can figure out why they don't like to see me even coming towards them. Everyone is aware that even if they take corrective action, the reports and articles end up on my web site, with or without names depending on the level of their cooperation or lack of it.

I put up a lot of files in the Vatican Documents section of my web site, in New Age, in Catholic Apologetics, on "Catholic Issues" etc., and there are more than 1200 files on testimonies of conversion of Hindus and Muslims and Jews, Parsis, and Jains to Christianity and to Catholicism. I have written at least 20 files exposing the heresy of Islam (and over 75 conversion of Muslims) at great danger to my person and family (probably the only Indian Christian to have done so OPENLY, residence address revealed). The purpose of my writing is that I believe that I have a calling to educate those Catholics who are interested in the truth and about things that are otherwise not spoken about in homilies and in Catholic periodicals. The ephesians511 blog (which is not mine but is owned and operated by Mr. X) has had nearly 400,000 hits in 3 years, he informs me! And against my web site, Catholics, including priests, write to me from all parts of the world. My ministry, web site and email details have been mentioned on EWTN TV and Catholic radio in the United States and Canada since many years. Even radical Hindu web sites (latest March 18) refer to my anti-Hinduisation crusade. But in my parish and local areas I am a pariah and outcast. There really is no point in my approaching the parish priests, though I often try, only to be treated shabbily, to go away with hurts. If I could get a patient hearing and action from the parish priests, I would never engage your precious time.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
It is not as if I do not have good contacts with other Archbishops. Just as an example, during the last few days, I have received several calls and emails from an Archbishop who is mediating with the priests and Provincial of a religious order; one of their priests has raped two young virgin girls and a few others, and they have been transferring him around while he scouts for new victims and pursues the old. My aim was to see that justice is meted out within the Church so that it does not go to the police and the National Council of Women and the media and become public. The Archbishop has been most helpful. I presented him with evidence that the priests who my friends (the two girls) and I contacted did NOTHING for months and eventually turned hostile as if WE are the criminals in this case!! The priest is being recalled to India from the place where we know he is hiding and will be facing us at a place and time determined by us. 
One Archbishop helped our ministry to stop the false Greek Orthodox "mystic" Vassula Ryden from coming to India in 2012 and to also keep her out till today despite support of her by several Archbishops and a Cardinal. 
Another Bishop stayed at our home when the watchman at the Archbishop's House did not open the gate for him at midnight despite his having informed the Archbishop of the late night arrival of his flight. 
Finally, I believe that you know that along with a team of priests and a few bishops, this ministry got the 2008 St Pauls New Community Bible withdrawn and revised (90% of the pages that I reported as offensive were excised/expunged). I had to fight the top level of the CBCI to make that happen, but I did have good priests and hundreds of lay persons pitching in to enable me to take the matter (and 4 copies of the NCB) to a few dicasteries in Rome. There are still "minor" issues though with the Revised 2011 Edition of the NCB... so I do not recommend it to Catholics. 
I am still welcome for lunch at St Pauls headquarters whenever I am in Bandra, Mumbai.

So Your Grace, you see that I do go through the "proper channels" but proceed higher directly only when I feel that I have no alternative. I hope that you can now appreciate why I bring to you most Madras-Mylapore pastoral and liturgical issues that I am writing about on my web site. Looking forward to your continued cooperation, and a few words now and then, and your prayers at Holy Mass to encourage me,

Michael Prabhu

From the General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM):
The Purification
278. Whenever a fragment of the host adheres to his fingers, especially after the fraction or the Communion of the faithful, the priest is to wipe his fingers over the paten or, if necessary, wash them. Likewise, he should also gather any fragments that may have fallen outside the paten.

279. The sacred vessels are purified by the priest, the deacon, or an instituted acolyte after Communion or after Mass, insofar as possible at the credence table. 
The purification of the chalice is done with water alone or with wine and water, which is then drunk by whoever does the purification. The paten is usually wiped clean with the purificator.

Care must be taken that whatever may remain of the Blood of Christ after the distribution of Communion is consumed immediately and completely at the altar.

280. If a host or any particle should fall, it is to be picked up reverently. If any of the Precious Blood is spilled, the area where the spill occurred should be washed with water, and this water should then be poured into the sacrarium in the sacristy.

What should a person do if a host is accidentally dropped?
http://catholicstraightanswers.com/what-should-a-person-do-if-a-host-is-accidentally-dropped/
By Fr. William P. Saunders
This question triggers many points for review concerning the proper distribution and reception of Holy Communion.  

First, what should a person do when the Sacred Host– or a piece– by accident falls to the floor? This accident happens even when the Priest, Eucharistic Minister, or recipient is being extremely conscientious. For example, sometimes the Hosts may “stick” together because of humidity or sometimes one just seems to “jump out” of the ciborium. Without question, for someone who is trying to devoutly distribute or receive Holy Communion, seeing the Sacred Host fall on the floor causes a great pain in one’s heart.
In this case, the person– preferably the Priest or Eucharistic Minister– should retrieve it at once, making sure no visible particles are left on the floor. (If there are visible particles, then a linen should be placed over the area where the Host fell, and then the area should be cleaned with water after Mass.) The Priest or Eucharistic Minister may then consume the Sacred Host directly, or isolate it and then after Communion rinse it down the sacrarium (a special sink in the sacristy which empties directly into the ground not the sewer system). Oftentimes, the recipient who dropped the Sacred Host picks it up and consumes it immediately; here again the Priest, Eucharistic Minister, and recipient should be conscious of any remaining particles. (See General Instruction of the Roman Missal, #280.)

Second, the scenario presented in the question also prompts a good review. 

(1) Priests and Eucharistic Ministers must be extremely alert during the distribution of Holy Communion, making sure the recipients consume the whole Sacred Host and immediately retrieving it if an accident occurs.

(2) When receiving Holy Communion, a recipient must put forth his tongue enough so that the Sacred Host may be placed securely on it, or make a proper throne for the Lord with the hands so that it may rest securely. If receiving on the hand, the recipient should side-step, still facing the altar, and consume the Sacred Host before turning to go back to the pew.  Most communion accidents occur because the person begins walking back toward the pew, looking ahead, rather than focusing on receiving our Lord. Better to pause to receive, adore, and consume the Sacred Host, than to rush like in a cafeteria line and risk dropping it. No one should be facing the pews or walking back to the pews when receiving Holy Communion. Unfortunately, in many parishes, the distribution of Holy Communion has been turned into a fast-paced assembly line rather than allowing a person to commune with the Lord received in this precious Sacrament.

Lastly, if a person did notice a Sacred Host, or even a piece, fall to the floor, he should retrieve it and give it to the Priest at an appropriate time– maybe at the end of Communion when the Priest prepares to purify the vessels.

Accidents surrounding the distribution and reception of Holy Communion do occur. We all must be very conscious of our actions. Never must we become lax in our approach to Holy Communion; rather, we must always be reverent and even protective, for we have the great privilege of receiving the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of our Savior truly present in the Holy Eucharist.

How should Communion accidents be handled?
http://catholicstraightanswers.com/handle-communion-accidents/ 

Q: I am a little confused over what happens when a priest (or lay person) drops the Host. What should be done? I even once saw a chalice spill. -A reader in Leesburg
A: To preface this response, in the past few weeks, several similar questions have been forwarded to “Straight Answers.” So it is good for everyone to pause and review the discipline regarding receiving holy Communion and what to do when accidents occur.

Accidents do happen during holy Communion, even when the priest, extraordinary minister of holy Communion or recipient is being extremely conscientious and when the altar server is most proficient in using his paten. For example, sometimes the hosts may “stick” together because of humidity, or sometimes one just seems to “jump out” of the ciborium. Without question, for someone who is trying to devoutly distribute or receive holy Communion, seeing the Sacred Host fall on the floor causes a great pain in one’s heart. As a priest, I feel sad and admonish myself when this occurs, even though I know it was an accident.

The General Instruction of the Roman Missal prescribes, “If a host or any particle should fall, it is to be picked up reverently; and if any of the Precious Blood is spilled, the area where the spill occurred should be washed with water, and this water should then be poured into the sacrarium in the sacristy” (No. 280). The sacrarium is a special sink in the sacristy that empties directly into the ground, not the sewer system.

So let’s look at a few scenarios. For instance, if a host is dropped, the person — preferably the priest or extraordinary minister of holy Communion — should retrieve it at once, making sure no visible particles are left on the floor. If there are no visible particles, the priest or minister may consume the host immediately or isolate it in the ciborium or on the paten for consumption after Mass.

If there are visible particles, then a linen should be placed over the area where the host fell. The area should be cleaned with water after Mass, which would then be poured down the sacrarium.

Another circumstance is when a person receives the host but then does not swallow it for some reason. For instance, I have had a few such situations occur when distributing holy Communion at the nursing home. Once an elderly lady, who seemed to be able to receive holy Communion, received on the tongue, but for whatever reason, did not swallow but ejected the host. So, I used a purificator (a linen cloth) to retrieve the host. When I returned to the sacristy, I had to soak the host (now stuck to the purificator) in water, and when the host had sufficiently dissolved, rinsed it and the water down the sacrarium.

Regarding the Precious Blood, if the priest by chance bumped his chalice so that some of the Precious Blood spilled onto the altar, or if in the distribution of the Precious Blood during Communion some spilled, then as the General Instruction prescribes, the area — the altar or the floor — would be washed with water. The stained linens would be soaked in water. Then the water would be poured down the sacrarium.

Addressing these accidents also prompts a good review. First, priests and extraordinary ministers of holy Communion must be extremely alert during the distribution of holy Communion. They must be aware of the person’s ability to receive and make sure the recipients consume the whole Sacred Host. If an accident occurs, they need to take immediate action. (The altar servers also need to pay attention and use their patens strategically.)

Second, when receiving the Sacred Host, a recipient must put forth his tongue far enough so that the Sacred Host may be placed securely on it, or make a proper throne for the Lord with the hands so that it may rest securely. If receiving on the hand, the recipient should side-step, still facing the altar, and consume the Sacred Host before turning to go back to the pew.

Most accidents occur with those receiving on the hand because either the person receives poorly — one handed, trying to the grab the host or cupping the hands — or the person begins to walk back toward the pew, looking ahead rather than focusing on receiving Our Lord. Better to pause to receive, adore and consume the Sacred Host, than to rush like in a cafeteria line and risk dropping it. Frankly, I have witnessed people receive and consume the Sacred Host with the same respect they would give to popcorn or a Frito.

When receiving the Precious Blood from the chalice, a person must carefully grasp the chalice, take a sip slowly and return the chalice, making sure the priest or extraordinary minister has grasped it. If a person has trembling hands, he may prudently want to refrain from receiving from the chalice. I remember once handing the chalice to an elderly person who then started shaking, and I thought for sure there was going to be a spill; thankfully there was not.

Accidents surrounding the distribution and reception of holy Communion do occur. We all must be very conscious of our actions. Never must we become lax in our approach to holy Communion; rather, we must always be reverent and even protective, for we have the great privilege of receiving the body, blood, soul and divinity of Our Savior truly present in the holy Eucharist.

When a consecrated Host falls
https://zenit.org/articles/when-a-consecrated-host-falls/
May 24, 2005

Answered by Father Edward McNamara, professor of liturgy at the Regina Apostolorum Pontifical University.
Q: What is the proper procedure when a consecrated Host falls on the floor when distributing Communion? We were told to leave the consecrated Host on the floor till the Communion procession is over, then pick up the Host and put it in a bowl of water to dissolve and then pour the contents on a plant in the church or down the sacristy sink. Is the dissolved Host still the Body of Christ? Is this a new directive to be followed? — M.B., Upper Sackville, Nova Scotia

A: This subject is addressed in the General Instruction of the Roman Missal, No. 280:

“If a host or any particle should fall, it is to be picked up reverently. If any of the Precious Blood is spilled, the area where the spill occurred should be washed with water, and this water should then be poured into the sacrarium in the sacristy.”

There is no mention of leaving the host on the floor, and in fact it should be picked up immediately, both out of respect for the Lord and lest it be trampled by unwary communicants.

Nor is there any indication about dissolving the host. I would say that, if the host remains clean, then either the minister or the communicant should consume it directly.

The process of dissolving the host in water may be used in special conditions if a host had been seriously soiled. Once the host is dissolved, the water may be poured directly upon the earth or down the sacrarium — the special sacristy sink that leads to the earth, not to a drain.

It should not be poured down a common sink.

With respect to the presence of Christ, most theologians would hold that, although the host externally remains intact for several days, the real presence would cease as soon as the host is fully soaked with water as from that moment the species is no longer exclusively that of bread.

It is necessary to wait for the host to dissolve, out of respect for what once contained the presence of Christ and in order to avoid any danger or appearance of a host being discarded or profaned.

"Cum amore ac timore" [With love and awe] 

http://vultus.stblogs.org/2008/03/cum_amore_ac_timore_with_love.html EXTRACT (Read the whole article!)
By Auxiliary Bishop Athanasius Schneider, Kazakhstan March 8, 2008 - Libreria Editrice Vaticana
The Fathers of the Church showed the greatest concern to prevent even the smallest piece of Eucharistic bread from being lost, as St. Cyril of Jerusalem exhorted with highly suggestive words: "Be careful not to lose any part of the Lord's body. Should you drop anything, it would be as though you had severed a limb from your own body. Pray, tell me, if anyone were to give you gold beads, would you not keep them with the greatest care so as not to lose any of them? Should you not be more careful and vigilant to prevent even the smallest crumb of the Lord's body from falling to the floor, this being far more precious than gems and gold?" 
As early as the 2nd and 3rd centuries, Tertullian voiced the great anguish and concern of the Church to prevent any fragment of bread from being lost: "We are exceedingly worried to avoid dropping the smallest crumb of bread or spilling the smallest drop of wine." 
This is what Saint Ephrem, who lived in 4th century, taught: "Jesus filled the bread with Himself and the Spirit and called this bread His living body. What I have given to you, Jesus said, you must not regard as bread or tread on any fragment of it. The smallest fragment can sanctify millions of men and is enough to give life to all those who eat it." 
A warning in the liturgical tradition of the Coptic Church reads as follows: "There is no difference between larger and smaller pieces of the Eucharist; even fragments so small as to be invisible are worthy of the same veneration and have the same dignity as the unbroken bread." 
In some Eastern liturgies the consecrated bread was referred to as pearl (margarita). The Collectiones Canonum Copticae read as follows: "God forbid it! No pearl of consecrated bread must fall on the floor or stick to the fingers!" 
The great care of the early Church in preventing fragments of Eucharistic bread from being lost was all over the Christian world: Rome (see Hippolytus, Traditio apostolica, 32), North Africa (see Tertullian, De corona 3, 4), Gaul (see Caesarius Arelatensis, sermo 78, 2), Egypt (see Origenes, In Exodum hom. 13, 3), Antioch and Constantinople (see John Chrysostom, Ecloga quod non indige accedendum sit ad divina mysteria), Palestine (see Hieronymus, In Ps 147, 14), Syria (see Ephraem In hebd. Sanctam, s. 4, 4).

Frequently Asked Questions: Disposing of Consecrated Hosts
http://www.catholicdoors.com/faq/qu171.htm 

Q. 1. What is the proper way of disposing of a Consecrated Host?
A. 1. The proper way of disposing of a Consecrated Host is to:
A. In a situation where a communicant drops the Sacred Host on the floor in the Church when receiving the Sacrament of Holy Communion, he should pick it up and consume it immediately.
B. In the case where a priest or eucharistic minister served the Sacred Host to an elderly in a Senior's Home and the senior spit it out, being unable to swallow it, the Sacred Host should be collected in a piece of linen and returned to the parish for the priest to dispose of it.
C. To dispose of a Sacred Host, the priest or eucharistic minister must dissolve it in water to the point where the Host no longer has the appearance of bread. This may require that the Host be broken up in pieces prior to placing it in water.
D. The next step is to pour the liquid down the sacristies sacrarium (a special sink with a drain going directly into the ground, not the sewer). When such is not available, the liquid should be poured on the ground in a location that would not be walked over, such as behind a flower bed that is along a wall, at the foot of a statue or similar places.

Q. 2. What about in a situation where the Sacred Host is not properly disposed in accordance to the teachings of the Catholic Church?
A. 2. The Catholic Church Canon Law # 1367 states: "One who throws away the consecrated species or, for a sacrilegious purpose, takes them away or keeps them, incurs a latae sententiae excommunication reserved to the Apostolic See; a cleric, moreover, may be punished with some other penalty, not excluding dismissal from the clerical state."
In other words, he or she who knows that it is wrong, and throws away the Consecrated Host in the garbage or uses other degrading methods, is automatically excommunicated from the Catholic Church. The only way to have this excommunication lifted is for the person to go to confession and ask the priest to write to the Sacra Penitenzieria Apostolica in Rome, the priest asking for the faculties to absolve the person of the censure (excommunication). There are two steps involved. The person would have to return to the priest a few weeks later to find out if he received the faculties to forgive his/her sin.
This is where the priest has to write:
Sacra Penitenzieria Apostolica
His Excellency Most Rev. Luigi de Magistris, Pro-Penitentiarius, Sacred Apostolic Penitentiary
00120 Vatican City
It should be noted that if the person DID NOT know that he/she was committing a sin by improperly disposing of the Sacred Host, then a sin WAS NOT committed. Accordingly, there is no need to obtain a censure from the excommunication that did not take place.
The day the Host dropped
http://www.cfnews.org/page10/page79/day_the_host_dropped.html 

By John Vennari

It is a bedrock Catholic truth, taught by the Church since the time of the Apostles, that Our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the Most Holy Eucharist: Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity.

The Council of Trent defined dogmatically that Our Lord Jesus Christ is present in every part of the Blessed Sacrament. The Council taught infallibly:

"If anyone denieth that, in the venerable Sacrament of the Eucharist, the whole Christ is contained under each species, and under every part of each species, when separated; let him be anathema."

This means that Our Lord is present even in the smallest particle of the Host, and in the smallest particle that may fall to the ground. Thus the reverence that we owe to the Blessed Sacrament demands that we take every precaution that no particle of the Host — not even the smallest — is left open for desecration in any way.

First of all, Saint Thomas Aquinas taught that "out of reverence for this Sacrament, nothing touches it but what is consecrated." Thus, he said the sacred vessels of the altar are consecrated for this holy purpose, but also, the priest’s hands are consecrated for touching this Sacrament. And St. Thomas said that it is therefore not lawful for anyone else to touch it, except to save it from desecration. (Summa, III, Q. 82. Art. 3)

This reverence for the Blessed Sacrament, and even for the smallest particles, was incorporated into the traditional Mass — the Old Latin Mass — which contained strict rubrics on this point:

1) From the moment the priest pronounces the words of the Consecration over the Sacred Host, the priest keeps his forefinger and thumb together on each hand. Whether he elevates the chalice, or turns the pages of the missal, or opens the tabernacle, his thumb and his forefinger on each hand are closed. The thumb and forefinger touch nothing but the Sacred Host;

2) During Holy Communion, the altar boy holds the paten under the chin of those receiving Communion, so that the slightest particle does not fall to the ground. This paten is cleaned into the chalice afterwards;

3) After Holy Communion is distributed, the priest scrapes the corporal (the small linen cloth on the altar) with the paten, and cleans it into the chalice so that if the slightest particle is left, it is collected and consumed by the priest;

4) Then, the priest washes his thumb and forefinger over the chalice with water and wine, and this water and wine is reverently consumed to insure that the smallest particle of the Sacred Host is not susceptible to desecration.

Communion in the hand and so-called Eucharist lay-ministers make a mockery of the Divine Truth that Our Lord is truly present in every particle of the Eucharist, and make a mockery of the holy rubrics used by the Church for centuries as a safeguard against desecration.

Because what happens with Communion in the hand? 

The Host is placed in the hand, which is not consecrated. The communicant picks It up with his own fingers, which are not consecrated. The sacred particles fall to the ground, are stepped upon and desecrated.

Likewise with so-called Eucharistic lay-ministers, their hands are not consecrated; they should not be touching the Sacred Host. The sacred particles of the Host fall to the ground, are stepped upon and desecrated. The fingers of "lay-Eucharistic ministers" are not washed, so any particle remaining will also be desecrated. 

No authority in the Church, not even the highest, can dispense a Catholic from the duty of preserving the necessary reverence owed to Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. Any Church leader who does so labors under the "diabolic disorientation of the upper hierarchy" warned against by Sister Lucy of Fatima, and is derelict in his duty.

Only forty-five years ago, Communion in the hand was unthinkable in Catholic churches. It was recognized for the sacrilege that it is. Only forty-five years ago, Eucharistic lay-ministers were unthinkable in Catholic churches. It was recognized for the sacrilege that it is.                                                                                                              

But now, these abuses are permitted and promoted by a liberal hierarchy who — in this area and in many other areas — suddenly approve what the Church always rightly condemned. This "suddenly blessing what the Church always condemned" is the hallmark of the Vatican II reforms.

The truth, however, is that God does not change, and man’s duty of reverence toward the Blessed Sacrament does not change, even if we have many leaders who in their destructive liberalization of the Catholic Church, seem to care little or nothing for the true reverence we owe to Our Lord in the Holy Eucharist.

Thus, anyone who receives Communion in the hand, or who receives Communion from a Eucharistic lay-minister, or who is a Eucharistic lay-minister himself or herself — in the objective order — is committing a sacrilege. It is a misuse of a holy thing. It is a mockery of what the Church has taught and practiced. It is a desecration of the greatest gift that God has given us: the Real Presence of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Most Holy Eucharist.

The Day the Host Dropped
The pre-Vatican II rubrics for when a Host is dropped, like the rubrics of the Latin liturgy, safeguarded the reverence due to the Blessed Sacrament. The May 1949 American Ecclesiastical Review explained:

"This procedure requires that the spot on which the Sacred Host has fallen be purified, usually with a dampened purificator, and then scraped and the scrapings thrown into the sacrarium [small sink in sacristy that drains into ground under the church]. 
Authors, generally, in order to avoid delay in going on with the distribution of Holy Communion, interpret the fulfillment of the rubric to allow marking the spot on which the Sacred Host has fallen, either with a linen cloth or with the plate used with the cruets, the priest returning after Mass to purify the place in the manner prescribed in De defectibus."

This strict procedure not only gives God the reverence that is His due, but profoundly impresses the spectator, as it impressed me at a young age.

The year was around 1965, I was a boy of about 7 years old. My father took me for Sunday Mass to the "Italian Parish", Our Lady of Consolation in Philadelphia. The Mass was still in Latin, the sacred atmosphere still pervaded the church and the liturgy, though the first updrafts of change were in the wind.

During Communion time on this particular Sunday, the priest accidentally dropped a consecrated Host. We were sitting up front, and my father drew my attention to it. 

The priest briefly interrupted the distribution of Communion to fetch a small white cloth which he placed over the Host on the floor. The distribution of Holy Communion resumed, with the priest and altar boy carefully stepping around the Veiled Guest.

My father purposely kept me after Mass so that I could see the purification rubric from the front pew.

All was done simply, quietly, for there was no talking in church whatsoever back then, in reverence to the Blessed Sacrament. 

The priest and the altar boy approached the spot near the altar rail inside the sanctuary, the spot covered with a white cloth. The priest then dropped to his knees, lifted the veil, retrieved the Sacred Species and consumed it with dignity and decorum. Slowly, reverently, still on his knees, he then cleaned and purified the section of the floor where the Host had dropped. 

He took his time. There was no rush. An air of solemnity, holiness and adoration pervaded his every move. 

I was fascinated and edified by the procedure. I remember thinking to myself, "truly, the Sacred Host is the Body of Our Lord Jesus Christ," because the priest tended to It with awe-inspiring care and reverence.

It was the best catechism lesson on the Real Presence I ever had.

What do seven-year-olds now see? In modern parishes, under the lax rubrics of the New Mass, the priest simply picks up a dropped Host and moves on, as if he dropped some loose change. Particles are left to be stepped upon and desecrated. Before and after Mass, people prattle away in church as if they are socializing in the parish hall. Many modern priests and laity disregard their duty of silence before the Blessed Sacrament. They forget the stern warning of little Jacinta of Fatima, "Our Lady does not want people to talk in church".

Where is this reverence and care for the Blessed Sacrament in the post-Conciliar Church with the introduction of Communion in the hand and the “anyone can handle it” attitude? How will our young people gain any understanding of the Real Presence of Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament when He receives cavalier treatment from clergymen? How can reverence for the Eucharist be instilled in the Catholic faithful when they see It given in the hand as common foodstuffs, and distributed by ill-trained lay people who should not be handling the Blessed Sacrament in the first place? 

It is no mystery why so many Catholics have lost faith in the Sacred Mysteries. Too many of our priests have abandoned the outward devotion necessary: 1) to give proper reverence to Christ in the Blessed Sacrament; 2) to teach the people through example that the highest reverence must be shown to Our Lord Jesus Christ truly present in the Blessed Sacrament.

Yet, the post-Conciliar catastrophe will not go on indefinitely. Someday the Church will once again be blessed with a hierarchy that gives Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament the reverence due to the King of Kings.

In the meantime, let us resist sacrilegious innovations such as Communion in the hand and lay-Eucharistic ministers, encourage others to resist them, and cling to the Latin Tridentine Mass wherein the rubrics that safeguard the reverence to the Blessed Sacrament are meticulously preserved.

The Need for Reparation
In 1916, a year before Our Lady’s visitations at Fatima, the "Angel of the Eucharist" appeared with Chalice and Host to the children. He administered the Sacred species to the three children saying, "Eat and drink the Body and Blood of Our Lord, horribly outraged by ungrateful men. Make reparation for their crimes and console your God." The Angel left the chalice and the Host suspended in the air, and prostrated himself before It. The children imitated him. The Angel then prayed repeatedly this act of reparation:

"Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, I offer Thee the Most Precious Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ, present in all the tabernacles of the world, in reparation for the outrages, sacrileges and indifference by which He Himself is offended. And by the infinite merits of His most Sacred Heart and of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I beg of Thee the conversion of poor sinners."

Let us commit to memory this prayer and say it throughout the day as often as possible. The "outrages, sacrileges and indifference" toward the Blessed Sacrament engendered by the Vatican II revolution are unprecedented, probably the worst in history. Sacrilege is so commonplace that it is no longer recognized as sacrilege. The need for reparation is colossal. 

Jesus fell
http://www.ampersandmiami1.com/massexplained/jesus-fell/  

By Dan Gonzalez, November 12, 2014
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Gravity is the natural force that causes things to fall. It influences objects of all sizes—from a minuscule grain of sand to a mammoth meteorite. Both solids and liquids are bound to its effects—even Jesus’ own body and blood.
In Gethsemane, our Lord’s blood drips on the garden’s floor and the Stations of the Cross tell of Jesus’ body slamming to the ground three times.

To this day, the Body and Blood of Christ—in sacramental form—are under the perils of gravity’s effects.

So what happens when the unthinkable happens; when, while standing for Communion, we see a Host fall or the Precious Blood spill?

Why all the fuss?
Before exploring the answer, I want to make it clear that what is falling is not just a trivial breadcrumb or merely a drop of common table wine​—quaint reminders of Jesus’ actions at the Last Supper. No. At Mass we are not reminiscing—it is not a gathering of people with a penchant for nostalgia.

At Mass we are taking Jesus at his word when, at the Last Supper, he took bread and said:

“This is My body given for you;”—Luke 22:19, and

“This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.”—Luke 22:20
Jesus said:

“Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day. For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink”—John 6:54-55
This is what we do at Mass. We obey his command to “do this in remembrance of me.”

A Testament to the Truth 

After the words of consecration, what was once bread and wine are now the Body and Blood of Jesus in sacramental form. This is a key doctrine of the Catholic faith—a teaching that sets us apart from most other Christians:

“The true body and blood of our Lord, together with his soul and divinity, exist under the species of bread and wine. His body exists under the species of bread and his blood under the species of wine, according to the import of his words.”—Council of Trent, Session XIII
“Christ is ‘truly, really, and substantially contained’ in Holy Communion. His presence is not momentary nor simply signified, but wholly and permanently real under each of the consecrated species of bread and wine.”—Norms For The Distribution And Reception Of Holy Communion Under Both Kinds In The Dioceses Of The United States Of America #8
The Council of Trent dogmatically defined that:

“… in the venerable Sacrament of the Eucharist, the whole Christ is contained under each species, and under every part of each species…”—The Council of Trent, Thirteenth Session, Canon III
This codifies the fact that even the smallest particle of the Host and the tiniest drop of the Precious Blood contains the entirety of Our Lord. It is therefore paramount that we be conscious of our actions at Communion and be on guard out of reverence for the Blessed Sacrament.

Through the ages the Church devised several safeguards to minimize the chance of the Host or Precious blood from falling to the floor and a reverent protocol in case they do.

Before the fall 

Benjamin Franklin is quoted to have said “an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.” This time honored idiom couldn’t be truer when in reference to Holy Communion.

Paten
As a child I vividly remember an acolyte holding a handled paten under the mouth of parishioners as they received Communion on the tongue—lest the Host should fall. In 1977 the United States was given permission by the Holy See to distribute Communion in the hand. As the popularity of this form of reception eclipsed the former, the presence of the paten-wielding acolyte diminished. However, the practice is still seen when the Mass is celebrated in the Extraordinary form (the Latin Mass) and in Papal Masses where communion on the tongue is the norm.
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Fistula
In medieval times, in order to minimize the spilling of the precious blood, the curious custom of the fistula arose. The celebrant would dip a golden straw into the chalice and put his finger at the top to create a vacuum. The suspended wine would then be released into the communicant’s mouth. The fistula was still a part of the pre-Paul VI Papal liturgy.
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Communion Spoon
Eastern Catholic Churches who celebrate the Byzantine Rite as well as Eastern Orthodox Churches distribute communion-both elements- through the use of a Communion Spoon called a Kochliárion. The faithful are instructed not to slurp from the spoon, nor should their teeth scrape it. They should close their mouths around the spoon and carefully make sure all its contents have been removed so as to insure nothing spills or falls to the floor.
Both the use of the Communion Spoon and Fistula are still options in distributing communion:

“The Blood of the Lord may be received either by drinking from the chalice directly, or by intinction, or by means of a tube or a spoon.”—General Instruction of the Roman Missal #245
However, neither is common in the United States:

“Distribution of the Precious Blood by a spoon or through a straw is not customary in the Latin dioceses of the United States of America.”—Norms For The Distribution And Reception Of Holy Communion Under Both Kinds In The Dioceses Of The United States Of America #48
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Communion Cloth
In addition to the use of the spoon, Eastern Churches also use a red “Communion Cloth” placed underneath the chin. After receiving, the communicant carefully dabs his or her lips with the red cloth in case a small crumb or drop of wine remains.
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Similarly, eastern churches may stretch a cloth between two servers to catch any drops or crumbs that fall.
Liturgical Rug
It is the custom in some Orthodox and Eastern Catholic churches to place a small rug in front of the priest so when the faithful receive Holy Communion, they do so standing on it. If an accident occurs, the priest would consume whatever of the gifts he could from what had spilled. The rug is then removed and dealt with—typically through burning.

After the fall
Despite these safeguards, accidents surrounding the distribution and reception of Holy Communion do occur. We are human. It may be humidity that causes Hosts to stick together or a child who tugs your arm at the wrong time. Regardless of how it happened, the Church has a protocol in place:
“If a host or any particle should fall, it is to be picked up reverently. If any of the Precious Blood is spilled, the area where the spill occurred should be washed with water, and this water should then be poured into the sacrarium in the sacristy.”​—General Instruction of the Roman Missal #280
The GIRM is unclear as to what should be done with the host once it is picked up.

Father Edward McNamara, professor of liturgy at the Regina Apostolorum Pontifical University answered this way:

“I would say that, if the host remains clean, then either the minister or the communicant should consume it directly.”
If, for whatever reason the host is soiled, he adds:

“The process of dissolving the host in water may be used in special conditions if a host had been seriously soiled. Once the host is dissolved, the water may be poured directly upon the earth or down the sacrarium.”
[image: image6.jpg]



A sacrarium is a special sink in the sacristy whose plumbing is not connected to the sewer system but runs straight down into the ground.
All these preventive and remediative measures emphasize our core teaching on the Body and Blood of Christ.

How about you? Have you witnessed or been part of an accident of this nature? How was it handled? Share and let’s learn together!
A reader’s comment:

Normally, I have seen a fallen host handled simply and at once. Sometimes the priest or extraordinary minister simply bends down immediately, picks it up and consumes it – as unobtrusively. Sometimes I have seen the communicant do the same. (Interesting that GIRM 280 does not say what to do once one has picked it up.)
When the Precious Blood is spilled, however, I have seen them drop a purificator over the spill to mark the spot and keep anyone from stepping on it until it can be cleaned up after the communion procession or immediately after Mass.

The issue discussed in the present file is inextricably linked with these, especially the first two
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