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Questions concerning Islam – Bro. Ignatius Mary
Was Muhammad inspired by a demon pretending to be Gabriel?
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=527 

January 17, 2008

In Europe Islam is spreading like never before, which makes me wonder if Mohammed's teachings are from God Himself or indeed, as I believe, a demonic answer to the preachings of Jesus our Lord. 
How to explain the success? Even Pope Benedict XVI, whom I thought was absolutely right to stipulate the differences between Christianity and Islam during a lecture in Regensburg in 2006, later on stressed the need for dialogue. But what dialogue can be intended if Islam is a distortion, a perversion of the truth? -Hildebrand 

Mohammed's alleged contact with an angel was not of God. It is most likely that Mohammed's account of this was a lie to begin with, but if he did really have contact with an "angel" it was a demon and not an angel of God. How do I know this? Because an Angel of God would not inspire Muhammad to develop a religion at all, let alone a religion that is contrary to Christ and His Church. Thus, by definition this "angel" was a demon.
Although we cannot know Mohammed's true motives, it appears that his development of Islam was motivated not by religious fervor or inspiration but by a desire to unite the bickering Bedouins and by the pursuit of politics, power, and wealth. (Much the same motivations for the Protestant Revolution a la Luther and the European princes).

Muhammad borrowed from the ancient Jewish religion and added a dash of Catholicism to come up with a religion that could serve his purposes. Unfortunately, the purposes of Islam were not restricted to uniting the Arab Bedouins. From the beginning Islam had a desire to conquer other nations and peoples in the name of "Allah" in order to bring their "faith" to the world and thereby eradicate infidels (all other faiths). The purpose of the Crusades were to protect Jerusalem and Europe from marauding Muslims bent on conquest. The reason for the harshness of the Spanish Inquisition conducted by the royals Ferdinand and Isabella (and NOT endorsed by the Church) was anger over the conquest of the Muslims over Spain (the consequences which can still be seen today in the architecture and cultural influences). Islam has been a menace and threat to other nations and peoples since its beginning and still is today. This is not some prejudiced opinion, but a historical fact.

While there are certainly individual Muslims who are peaceful people and even tolerant of other faiths, the worldview of Islam is not tolerant and is violent toward the "infidel." Islam also appears to tolerate hideous cultural practices such as female circumcision and "honor" killings. Such things are not even remotely of God.

The worldview of Islam allows for violence, it allows for "conversion by the sword" and the death of "infidels." Even though some Muslims may not believe or practice that, Islam as a system of thought and worldview allows for it.

This is not true in Christianity. Some people will point to violence done in the name of the Church. There has been indeed some violence in Church history. The difference, however, is that such inappropriate violence is NOT part of the Christian worldview. It is a sin. While there were some laymen, priests, bishops, and even Popes who committed inappropriate violence and other sinful acts, these actions were not part of the Christian worldview -- they were violations of the Christian worldview -- they were sins.

In Islam, such acts of violence are allowed in their worldview and in some cases even rewarded. 

That is a major difference between us. Islam allows for the violence and some practice it and some do not. Christianity does not allow for the violence, but some sin and do it anyway -- and when they do it is a VIOLATION, a SIN, that is not approved or supported by the Christian worldview.

One might point to the Old Testament "eye for an eye" mentality and say that this is no different than what Islam does. It is true that this Old Testament economy was a concept borrowed from the ancient Jews by Islam but it was borrowed without understanding. For Islam God is an impersonal God, a vengeful God and thus punishment is not "discipline" (which means "to teach") but a revenge. Thus, if someone steals, cut off their hand as revenge for the stealing.

What Islam failed to understand about the Mosaic Law concerning things like an "eye for an eye" is that law was not an appeal to revenge at all. The "eye for an eye" law was enacted to moderate revenge, to limit and control it. 
In those days revenge was a common part of the worldview of the culture. It was a major problem because people would escalate their revenge into blood feuds.  If you cut off my arm, I will cut off your arm and pluck your eye out. Then you will pluck my eye and cut off my leg. Then I will cut off your leg and your other arm... and on it goes. Thus, Moses tried to stave off this escalation by making it law that if someone takes your chicken all you can do is take one of his chickens and not the whole flock. If someone takes your eye, you can take his eye but nothing more.

The law was not motivated by revenge but was a law that introduced a rudimentary form of justice and equality under the law for the first time.

I don't think Islam understands any of this that I can see. It focuses on revenge. This is not of God, at least not of the God of Abraham.

The bottom line is that while Islam looks to the God of Abraham and gives Him homage and worship, it has distorted the teachings of the God of Abraham to a point that is nearly unrecognizable. In this sense Islam is a false religion of the God of Abraham. Essentially, Islam is to the Jewish religion what Mormons are to the Christian religion. Both are false religions who use the trappings and some language of the genuine religions but go into tangents that depart of the truth of the original. The Jewish religion and the Christian Religion are genuine religions of the God of Abraham. Islam is not just as Mormons are not Christian. 

The similarities between Mormons and Islam is striking. Both claim a post-Christ prophet, both claim a post-apostolic Revelation, both claim an "angel" gave them that Revelation, both have dubious stories of that transmission, both depart from the teachings of the God they say they believe in, both have developed bizarre doctrines.

Now with all that said, the fact is that Islam is an established religion in our world, with significant numbers of adherents, and with serious political, social, and religious ramifications. They cannot be ignored or dismissed.

Nevertheless, Christ commanded us to preach the gospel to all men, even to our enemies, even to those who disagree with us, even to people of other religions. That commission is carried out in many ways -- through literal preaching on the street-corners, through Bible studies and education, through meeting social needs to the poor, hungry, naked, homeless, and sick, and through dialog.

The Church dialogs with Islam because we love them as God's children, as cousins in faith of the same God (albeit their faith is distorted), and because Christ commands it.

To dialog (not debate or argue) with Islam or any other religious body, or any person, is not to agree with them or to endorse them. It is to dialog with them in hopes that they will see Christ in us and be inspired. This is the calling of Christ and the mission of the Church.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church states:

849 The missionary mandate. "Having been divinely sent to the nations that she might be 'the universal sacrament of salvation,' the Church, in obedience to the command of her founder and because it is demanded by her own essential universality, strives to preach the Gospel to all men": "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and Lo, I am with you always, until the close of the age." 

850 The origin and purpose of mission. The Lord's missionary mandate is ultimately grounded in the eternal love of the Most Holy Trinity: "The Church on earth is by her nature missionary since, according to the plan of the Father, she has as her origin the mission of the Son and the Holy Spirit." The ultimate purpose of mission is none other than to make men share in the communion between the Father and the Son in their Spirit of love.

856 The missionary task implies a respectful dialogue with those who do not yet accept the Gospel. Believers can profit from this dialogue by learning to appreciate better "those elements of truth and grace which are found among peoples, and which are, as it were, a secret presence of God." They proclaim the Good News to those who do not know it, in order to consolidate, complete, and raise up the truth and the goodness that God has distributed among men and nations, and to purify them from error and evil "for the glory of God, the confusion of the demon, and the happiness of man."

Ecumenism taken too far?
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1309
September 14, 2010 

Our diocesan bishop is very ecumenical, and I applaud him for this. I'm a convert to the Catholic Faith, and so regard Christians from other denominations (who are actively living out their baptism) as dear brothers and sisters in Christ. Our bishop vigorously encourages us to have fellowship with Christians outside the Catholic Church and I have no qualm about this whatsoever. However, in our last "Ecumenical Dialogue Night" (held annually in August) the topic for discussion was - "IS THE CHRISTIAN FAITH THE ONE, TRUE FAITH?" This ecumenical dialogue evening was chaired by our bishop (together with dignitaries from other Christian denominations) and was addressed not only to us Catholics, but our protestant/evangelical brothers and sisters as well!

Now, I can't for the life of me understand why this would be an appropriate topic to discuss with "Bible-believing" evangelical protestants. I would have expected a more appropriate topic to have been something that would help Protestants better understand our Catholic Faith.

What is even more shocking, last Sunday, towards the end of Mass, our bishop announced that next Sunday a bus would be available (following the 9:30 am Mass) to take us down to a MOSQUE in the southern suburbs of our city, so that we could join in celebrating the end of Ramadan with the Muslims!!!!! 
I couldn't believe what I heard! Joining in with other protestant Christians and having fellowship with them is fine - but joining in with Muslims in their worship and celebrations? Is this taking ecumenism too far? 
I cite what the Catechism of the Catholic Church says about Islam:

841 The Church's relationship with the Muslims. "The plan of salvation also includes those who acknowledge the Creator, in the first place amongst whom are the Muslims; these profess to hold the faith of Abraham, and together with us they adore the one, merciful God, mankind's judge on the last day."

I have done some research on Islam, and as far as I can see, the god of Islam is not our God (of the Jews and Christians). I can't understand why the Catechism views Muslims in such a favourable light.
Would you please comment on this view in the Catechism, and in light of this, is our bishop justified in what he is doing (and asking us to do)? I would appreciate your advice to clarify this dilemma. -John
The central core of the difference between Protestants and Catholics is the subject of the fact that Jesus created only One True Church. It sounds like your bishop was not ramming this down the throats of the Protestants if the title of the meeting is "Is the CHRISTIAN Faith the One, True Faith?
This is an excellent approach and I applaud the Bishop for this technique. This is a technique whereby we begin with something that we can all agree with -- the Christian faith is the one true faith. Brilliant. Once that beachhead is established with Protestants, we can then slowly move off the beach and into the fields of the fuller truth that the Catholic Church is the One True Church of the One True Faith in the fullness of the faith. This is a brilliant move on the part of your bishop. Kudos to him.

As for the field trip to a mosque, I am sure the bishop's intent is at least two-fold:

1) To encourage fellowship and familiarity. It is much harder to hate or to be fearful of people when you get to know them. This field trip will show that not all Muslims have a pitchforks and tails or bombs strapped to their waists.

2) The whole purpose of Ecumenism is to fulfill the mandate of Christ to preach the Gospel to ALL people of the world. That means we need to go to Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, and even pagan peoples to bring that message of Christ.

People generally do not respond if we hit them over the head with a Bible. It is with dialogue that true evangelism takes place and can be successful.

As for "joining in," I don't know what is meant by that, if that is the phrase the Bishop actually used. Technically, we cannot truly "join in" with the Muslim rituals as we are not Muslim. But, would we not invite a Muslim to attend Mass? If they join us in Mass, the Muslim is "joining in" with us, though not actually "joining us" as they cannot receive communion. Through this mutual respect we can open doors.

True Ecumenism always looks with an eye to apologetics toward our separated brethren in hopes they will join us in the fullness of the Faith that is the Catholic Church. To non-Christians, ecumenism always looks with an eye to evangelism in hope that our brethren in other Faiths will come to see Jesus Christ as the true Messiah of all men and that they will convert with a saving faith and come into baptism into the Catholic Church.

As for the God of Islam, they do worship the God of Abraham. This is the same God we worship. 

Wrong. See DO CHRISTIANS AND MUSLIMS WORSHIP THE SAME GOD? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DO_CHRISTIANS_AND_MUSLIMS_WORSHIP_THE_SAME_GOD.doc
The problem with Islam is that they interpret the faith of Abraham incorrectly. This is not surprising since their spiritual lineage is from Abraham through Ishmael (a blood line rejected and not blessed by God). Our spiritual lineage is from Abraham through Isaac and Jacob through which God gave His first direct revelation of himself to the Jews through the prophets and then through Moses leading to the ultimate Revelation of Jesus Christ. It is the line of Isaac from which the True Faith is revealed.

The problem is not that they have a different God, per se. The problem is that their interpretation of God is highly flawed -- even to the point of being evil in its practice in some cases.

Muhammad's motivation was to unite the warring Arab Bedouins. He did this by taking bits and pieces of the Jewish Faith and bits and pieces of the Catholic Faith to create a new, but false, Religion. Make no mistake, Muhammad is a false prophet and Islam is fundamentally a violent and imperialistic religion seeking world domination politically and well as spiritually. That is their fundamental worldview.

While many individual Muslims are fine people, the core of the worldview of Islam is actually evil. What people are calling "radical fundamentalist" are actually acting in full consistency of the overall Islamic worldview.

The word "radical" means to "grow from the root". "Fundamentalist" means to return to the fundamentals of the faith (vis-á-vis, oppose liberalism and return to the "roots" of one's faith.)

When we understand those words properly, then every Catholic ought to be a "radical fundamentalist" and they are shameful if they are not. I am not talking about Catholics becoming ultra-traditionalists. Ultra-Traditionalists are neither radical nor fundamental. They are actually liberals (just the other side of the coin of those whom we typically call liberals) who think they know more than the Church. The very first tradition is obedience. Ultra-Traditionalists are not obedient to Peter, but have their own perverted views of the way things should be (and some are insane, and I mean that, in thinking that we have not had a Pope since 1958). No, these people are not loyal to the Catholic Faith or to the Catholic worldview.

The Muslim radical fundamentalists, from their point-of-view, are trying to return to the roots of their faith. Since the roots of the Muslim faith is violence and conversion by the sword, and what could be called a "spiritual cleansing" of infidels, they are actually very consistent with the overall worldview created by the false prophet Mohammad. The problem is that overall worldview is false and even evil. And that is the source of the problem.
Now, regardless of this, we do need to reach out to Muslims who allow us, to dialogue with them, to join them in events whenever it does not violate our faith, in hopes that by such dialogue they will someday convert to the True Faith. This is what our Lord mandates that we do. Of course, one ought not to try this in a Muslim country since death is the penalty for trying to convert a Muslim to Christianity.

As for the statement in the Catechism, it is technically correct, and takes a very charitable position as it should. In as much as Muslims "hold the faith of Abraham, and together with us they adore the one, merciful God" we can "hold hands" with them, as it were, as we can with the other groups who look to Abraham, such as the Jews. But at least the Jews are a genuine faith created by God, only a faith fallen by the way due to their rejection of the Messiah. Islam, on the other hand, false from the beginning, invented by a false prophet.

The bottom line is that the spiritual lineage of Islam does indeed go to the God of Abraham, it is just that Islam has so distorted the faith of Abraham, probably because they come from the condemned line of Ishmael and have a religion based on a false prophet, that their perception of God is so distorted that the God of Abraham is no longer recognizable.

God can and does bless individuals no matter what faith they might come from. Islam itself, however, is not blessed by God. God does not bless or approve of false prophets; actually he condemns them. 
But, God will work with what He can get. If there is a glimmer in Islam that connects with Abraham, God will exploit that little glimmer to try to bring them to the True Faith (which ain't Islam).

We need to pray for them. But, we also need to tell the truth about Islam as well. We need to have open arms for individual Muslims who are willing to dialogue peacefully with us, but we cannot lose sight of what Islam actually is. This is also true to other false religions, such as the Mormons, Jehovah Witness, and Pentecostalism (none of which are actually Christian). But, those groups generally do not have a worldview that includes the possibility of killing us for our criticism of them.

I am in the process of writing an essay that will reveal the true nature of Islam. That essay could get me assassinated I suppose. If it does, then so be it as I will never back off from the Truth.

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1684
September 4, 2012
My question is regarding my mother in-law and how do I deal with her? I need to give a detailed description of our situation for you to be able to properly advise me.
All the people in this description are born, baptized and raised Roman Catholics. Several years ago my sister in-law (SA) converted to Islam to marry a Muslim man. My mother in-law (her mother) gave her blessings to this wedding even attending it along with the rest of the Catholic family. Most of the rest of the Catholic family are deep into the New Age and so convinced my MIL that it was ok if she converted stating that we do not know into which religion we are reborn (reincarnated) so it doesn’t really matter which religion we belong to. My husband was also part of this entire affair (we were not married then), but has since studied about the Islamic religion and has realized what is really is all about and has been dead against it and is now deep into his Catholic faith.

SA initially has said that she won’t involve the rest of the family into her faith, but has gone back on her promise ever since she got into higher Islamic studies. We tried reasoning with her but she has just accused us of blasphemy and her only response to most of our queries is “out of context”. She has not been in touch with us much after all the arguments and also our rejection of her dinner invitation (we live in the same state in a Muslim country). 

My MIL had been diagnosed with breast cancer a few years back and I was the only person available to help her during this time. All of her children are living in distant countries and are working and could not quit their jobs to be with her during her treatment and so I volunteered.

During this time I got the opportunity to remind her of her Catholic roots and everything the Church teaches crushing the New Age teaching she used to very fondly keep talking about. She got convinced at this time also started praying deeply as in the Catholic tradition and received total healing from her grade 3 cancer stage and has been cancer free ever since. But since this healing she went to live with her New Age daughters and again reverted back to the New Age style. She is very fond of her daughter (SH) who has a New Age guru. My MIL tries to hide this fact that she is back into the New Age but with her sudden dietary changes and other practices it is pretty evident.

Now we also heard from other family member that her Islamic daughter has been calling up and speaking to her about Islam trying to get her to convert. Now this same daughter wants her to come live with her for a month or two to spend some quality time with her. My MIL had agreed. My husband has warned his mother that if she deviates from her faith he will not set foot in her house. She still keeps repeating that she will only believe in the Catholic faith.

My question is how do I deal with her? I have already talked to her about the faith and she religiously followed it till she was healed. I don’t want to be a constant nag. And if she believes only the Catholic faith why does she think it is ok for her daughters (who she claims to love a lot) to follow New Age and Islam. Do I just let it go and pretend everything is ok? I still pray for her and the rest of the family and am still ready to help her when she needs it. But I find it very difficult to talk to her. Any advice will be helpful. -GD
I am sorry to hear about so many family members abandoning the Catholic Faith. We will certainly pray for them.
We need to remember that our job is not to convince anyone of anything. The job of convincing belongs to the Holy Spirit. Our job is to be a messenger, to assert the Gospel truth in as persuasively manner as we know how, but leave the convincing to the Holy Spirit.
St. Paul teaches us to avoid unproductive argumentation. Thus, we need to state the truth, we need to encourage people to follow Christ, we need to encourage people to return to their faith, but we should never nag.

Most people do not respond to nagging and will usually entrench their view rather than to give in to the nag. Instead, let your family members know your concerns and then let it go. Commit them to prayer, be ready to answer their questions should they ask any, and help them to return to the Church if they come to you for help. Otherwise, allow the Holy Spirit to deal with them.

There are prayers in our Spiritual Warfare Prayer Catalog, linked below, designed to address issues like this, specifically Hedge Prayer for Return of Wayward Catholics.﻿﻿

Remember, that your duty is to prayer, not to see the benefits of your prayers. God does not always give us the privilege of seeing the fruits of our prayer.﻿ Your persistent in prayer for them may not blossom until after you are dead. 

Be faithful, persistent, and persevere in prayer. And, if they come to you for discussion, questions, or help, give it lovingly.

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1700
October 11, 2012

Just to update you on what transpired after she came to live with her Muslim convert daughter. This daughter had promised the rest of the family that she would not speak to her mother (my in-law) on her faith and would not prevent her going to Church or reading her Bible. Well she didn’t keep her promise and within 2 weeks of my MIL staying with her she calls my husband saying that she is convinced of the Islamic religion being the true faith and will not return to her hometown or come to meet her sons. And that she is converting. This after 69 years of being a Catholic. So we are cut off from her. We will continue praying for her, since that is all we can do right now. -GD
I am very sorry to hear that your mother-in-law is abandoning the True Faith in favor of a false religion founded by a false prophet who was duped by demons, and of which is a religion of violence. We will pray for her.
Reading the Quran
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/df/viewanswer.asp?QID=199
August 20, 2013
My mother was given the Quran for her to read by a friend of hers. I have told her that it is better not to be meddling in other doctrines that contravene our Catholic faith and confuse our minds but she is still thinking about reading it. I would like to know how to talk to her with more arguments regarding the risks this reading may pose to her faith. -Margie
The primary issue is not the reading the Qu'ran itself, but the motivation one has to read it. There is nothing inherently wrong with a Catholic reading the Qu'ran, in-and-of-itself. So, why does your mother wish to read the Qu'ran?
If one wishes to read the religious texts of other religions certain things must be true if we are to be prudent.

1) Motivation (study of comparative religions, preparation for apologetics, curiosity born of the fact that Islam is threatening our way of life and thus we ought to know something about them, etc.)

2) Stability (are we firmly planted like a mighty oak in our own religion or are we weak, unsure, or doubting the faith.)

3) Knowledge (are we knowledgeable in our own faith so that we can recognize notions contrary to the faith when we read texts from other religions. Do we know our faith to the point that we can recognize subtle notions that are contrary to the faith?)

4) Maturity (are we mature in the faith, firmly settled on the Rock of Faith and comfortable in our faith, not inclined to trivial issues or argumentation see [Titus 3:9-11], able to practice and apply the virtue of prudence.)

5) Wisdom (do we have the wisdom to properly and safely evaluate the notions of another religion, that is, do we seek a deep understanding of the issues that are in common, and the issues to which we disagree with another religion, as to be able to prudently and wisely apply the information learned in a way that strengthens our faith.) 

Mere curiosity is not a proper motivation. If one is to take a safari into the jungles of another religion, one must be fully equipped, experienced, not inclined to rashness, fully knowledgeable about the potential dangers, securely grounded in one's own faith and values, and have a good guide (spiritual director).

I have no idea where your mother may fall in these five categories. Certainly, unless she is firmly grounded in her faith and knowledgeable about Catholic doctrine and such, it may not be prudent for her to read the Qu'ran. You will have to make those judgments.

One possibility if she insists on reading the Qu'ran is to have someone who is solidly knowledgeable in the Faith to read it along with her and to discuss the readings with her. Make it a study group. There are materials out there to help in this. For example, there is an excellent booklet by San Juan Catholic Seminars, which is a good place to start, called "How to Answer Muslims".
How to answer questions from a Muslim?

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/df/viewanswer.asp?QID=172
December 22, 2011
My Islamic friend has asked me questions. Although in my heart I believe I have the answers but perhaps I lack the knowledge to put the answers into words.
1. She asked firstly, why Catholics worship statues.

2. In reference to Jesus she asked, why we worship a human being.

3. There is only one God and the only being we should pray to. Why do we pray To Jesus, Mary and the saints?

4. She rejects the Holy Trinity. I do not know how to answer her. She knows nothing of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. I accept it as truth but even I have trouble understanding the Holy Trinity and certainly could not provide a satisfactory explanation. -Michael
1. We do not worship statues any more than Muslims worship Mecca. The pictures, just like pictures of family, remind us of God and his children. To pray before a statue or painting helps us focus our prayer. We are not praying to or worshiping the object. Anyone doing that would be committing the grave sin of idolatry.
2. Jesus is not just a human being, he is also God: True Man, True God, the Second Person of the Trinity. Thus, worshiping Jesus is worshiping God.

3. We pray to the Saints because we are family. Family members help each other. God is pleased when His children help each other. 
Those in heaven are part of the Body of Christ, and since Christ's Body is not paralyzed (one part of the body that cannot communicate with another part of the Body), there can be communication with our heavenly brothers and sisters in the form of prayer (petition).

Prayer can mean worship, but that is not the only definition. Prayer also means to "petition". When we ask someone to pass the potatoes, we have just prayed (asked, petitioned) that person. Prayer that is worship belongs to God alone. Prayer as petition can be performed to any member of God's Kingdom.

4. We know that God is Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, because He has revealed Himself, His nature, to us. For example, in the Great Commission give to us by Christ, we are to baptize in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19).

Notice that Jesus said in the "name" (singular). There is but one God in three persons. This is a mystery that no one can fully understand. Those who are not Christian have little to no chance of understanding.

We take it on faith that God does not lie. Since His Word reveals Himself to be Trinity, we believe it.

Muslims believe that God does not reveal Himself, but only His will. Your friend is not likely to understand this.

I suggest you check out Catholic Answers faith tracts and especially San Juan Catholic Seminars.

San Juan Catholic Seminars has a booklet, "How to Answer Muslims" and other booklets, such as the one about Jehovah Witnesses that include information about the Trinity, which is helpful when talking to Muslims.

Islam
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=587 

May 8, 2007

Maybe you can shed some light on a question that’s bugged me for years. When I was in the military stationed at Fort Campbell with the 1/187, I had the great honor of serving with about 10 of the most pious and generous men and all were Muslim. In fact I much preferred their company than that of most so-called Christians I’ve met. Not that I’d ever consider becoming Muslim myself. I’m Catholic through and through. 
Why is it that the Muslim states in the Middle East are so intent on self-destruction and the destruction of others? it just seems all they want to do is kill each other over forgive the expression small shit like coed sports etc. I know this is a broad generalization but it’s all you see on the media.  –Dave
Islam was born into a culture that was rather militant. If I remember correctly, the primary purpose of Muhammad was to try to unite the bickering and warring Arab peoples. He did that through religion.
This is not unlike what the Catholic Church did in Europe at around the same time in history. The bickering and rather ruthless Lords of Europe needed to be encouraged to treat their peasants better and each other better. Chivalry was introduced to bring a code of honor to the culture.

Muhammad succeeded in bring a kind of unity, but the sons of Ishmael have always been militant. The religion of Hammond did not mitigate that but incorporated it.

Muhammad "borrowed" much from the culture and scriptures of the ancient Jews and as from Catholicism. The problem is that Islam focuses on and Old Testament culture but without the Holy Spirit.

When we look at the stories in the Old Testament, they look pretty bloody and militant until we recognize, for example, that when God told Israel to kill every man, woman, child, and dog of Canaan that God was exercising His right to Judge the nation of Canaan and He merely used Israel as the instrument of His judgment.

The problem with Islam is that they often have this "let us kill all the Canaanites for Allah" culture but they have not actually received the revelation from God to do so. They are without the Holy Spirit and thus their jihads are purely their own, not from God.

To my knowledge Islam has always been militant, has always tried to take over other countries and to convert by the sword. The Crusades, contrary to popular bigotries, was about protecting Jerusalem and protecting Europe from invading Muslims. The last time I checked defending one self and defending the helpless against marauding invaders is a good thing.

Anyway, what you are describing is a cultural attribute and not a very good one. Frankly the Arab culture is largely a hideous one in my opinion. There are some good aspect of their culture, but this militant aspect, their treatment of women as chattel, and the like is draconian and not of God.

As for individual Muslims, one may find them delightful and often more Christian than Christians in their moral integrity.

Jesus didn’t die on the cross
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=1506
January 2, 2010 
My friend to day argued with me that Jesus didn't die on the cross but had a scapegoat to die for him. Is that true? How do I know this is real? What proof is there? Muslim, is coming from Catholic … Is that true? –Raymond
Jesus WAS the scapegoat. He died for our sins. He is our scapegoat.
If this fella wants to assert that Jesus did not die on the Cross he needs to provide some evidence. There are those out there who are so desperate to have Jesus come down off the Cross alive because they are afraid that if He did die that they will have no choice but to be Christian.
You see, if Jesus did not die on the Cross and resurrect from His own power on Easter Sunday, then Christianity is fake. If Christianity is fake these people would not feel so guilty and they would be able to do as they please with impunity.

There is little such debunking of other religions because other religions do not pose the threat to those who wish to do as they please and not be responsible to God. After all, the stakes is heaven or hell if Christianity is true.

There are two proofs that Jesus did die on the Cross:

1) There were eye-witnesses: Jesus mothers and St. John, and other followers, and also Roman soldiers and other spectators. If the Apostles were lying about his death there would have been many people to call them out for the lie. People in those days were very keen to expose false prophets. The Apostles could not ever get away with a lie about this.

2) Back in the 1980's the American Medical Association publish a forensic analysis in their Journal, JAMA (1986;255:1455-1463), about whether or not Jesus died on the Cross. The AMA is hardly a religious journal.

Their forensic investigation from the documentary evidence of the death of Jesus on the Cross from Biblical and extra-biblical sources was fascinating.

The article itself is long and is available for a fee. Their conclusion in the Summary Abstract from their website states:

Jesus of Nazareth underwent Jewish and Roman trials, was flogged, and was sentenced to death by crucifixion. The scourging produced deep stripe like lacerations and appreciable blood loss, and it probably set the stage for hypovolemic shock, as evidenced by the fact that Jesus was too weakened to carry the crossbar (patibulum) to Golgotha. At the site of crucifixion, his wrists were nailed to the patibulum and, after the patibulum was lifted onto the upright post (stipes), his feet were nailed to the stipes. The major pathophysiologic effect of crucifixion was an interference with normal respirations. Accordingly, death resulted primarily from hypovolemic shock and exhaustion asphyxia. Jesus' death was ensured by the thrust of a soldier's spear into his side. Modern medical interpretation of the historical evidence indicates that Jesus was dead when taken down from the cross.

 

On your second question about Islam: I am not sure what you are asking. If it is about the origins of Islam, Muhammad invented the Islam religion to try to unify the various factions of Bedouin Arabs. It was invented mostly for political and military reasons.

What Muhammad did was borrow a little from Israel (the Old Testament) and a little from the Catholic Church (New Testament), plus his own imagination to construct the Qur'an. Allegedly Muhammad received revelation by God through the angel Gabriel on many occasions between 610 and his death on June 8, 632. If Muhammad did receive any message from an angel, it was not Gabriel, it was an angel of the devil. Islam is false and Muhammed a false prophet as Islam contradicts what God revealed to Israel and through Christ. God does not contradict Himself.
Convincing a Muslim
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=2210
August 22, 2012

Are there any words to convince a Muslim that their Prophet is false and the Quran is not the true word of God? I'm guessing there is not but are there any reputable websites that you know of that may help. –Mike

In terms of evangelism, or in any other situation when talking to an unbeliever, we're not the ones who do the convincing. That job belongs to the Holy Spirit. Our job is to present the gospel in a way that is understandable and as persuasive as we know how. But, the actual "convincing" comes only from the Holy Spirit. So we are relieved from the burden of convincing anyone of anything. With that said, there are certain lines of thinking and argument that will be more successful than others when discussing the faith with certain populations.

Before you attempt to evangelize a Muslim you need to be thoroughly knowledgeable and solid in your own faith, especially on those elements that relate to the differences between Christianity and Islam. You also need to have some understanding of Islam. I recommend you purchase the booklet, Beginning Apologetics 9: How to Answer Muslims.

Evangelizing someone from a completely different culture can be very difficult. Evangelizing a person who is devout in their religion is even harder. Think about difficult a task a Muslim evangelist would have with you in trying to get you to convert to Islam. That is the mountain you must move to bring a devout Muslim to any hope of conversion. God said that if we have the faith of a mustard seed we can move mountains. This will be a mighty mountain.

Remember, that you are a messenger of the Gospel, who paves the way and plants the seed for the Holy Spirit to nourish and to flower.

Never look upon apologetics or evangelism as "who wins the debate." Look upon it, rather, as planting seeds for the Vineyard Master to cultivate.
Catholic owning the Koran
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=2418
July 16, 2013

My husband and I are both Catholics and prior to my husband becoming Catholic he was a Protestant. When he decided to leave the Protestant church he was considering in becoming a Muslim until he decided to learn about the Catholic faith and so he became Catholic. What bothers me though is he still owns a Koran and once in a while reads from it. I have asked him to get rid of it but he refuses. He argues that even Catholic theologians have read the Koran. Was I wrong in asking him to get rid of it? –Yvonne

I praise God that your husband chose the True Church instead of the false religion of Islam.
There is no problem with a Catholic owning a Qu'ran, or any other book of other religions, as long as those books are merely for reference in comparative religions. If your husband is looking for inspiration in the Qu'ran, then we have a problem.

Of course, many theologians have read the Qu'ran. I have a copy of it myself. But, they, and I, read it for professional academic reasons. Why is your husband reading it, is the question.

I guess I have some concern for two reasons:

1) Saying that theologians read the Qu'ran is called an obfuscation, an excuse, and not a reason for his reading it. This is defensive behavior and may be a clue that he has not fully let go of his previous interests.

2) For him to "refuse" to get rid of it is really troubling, especially in light of his wife expressing a concern about it. This is another and major clue that he may be really attached to this, not letting go, and still has an interest. If he has let go of his interest in Islam, there should be no problem in getting rid of the Qu'ran. After all, he is Catholic, the Qu'ran is not needed.

He needs to realize that the devil likes to encourage us to hang on to things. Whatever his personal interest is in the Qu'ran, which given the obfuscation and refusal to get rid of it suggest an improper interest, the devil will exploit that to try to contaminate and/or ruin his Catholic Faith.

Your husband needs to discern why this is so important to him, why is he attached to the Qu'ran, why is he reading it, why doesn't he respect your concerns, why doesn't he focus on reading the Bible and the Catholic Faith. We will pray for him.
Mormonism and the Koran are demonic

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=2078
January 4, 2012 

Guess you too are grateful for the Iowa caucus results - that persons in our country recognise what Mormonism is about - the blasphemy of making a creature out of even God the Father who they claim was a human!
Would that make all Mormon worship, to come under 'idolatry'?
One good things is, non-Catholics can now make reparation by turning more to Church teachings on Mary and thus away from the heresy - the Dogmas of Mary as ever Virgin, conceived Immaculate, which all help to magnify who The Lord is!
Mormonism - even the name seem to suggest 'more mony' such as in love of money, self-glorification, worldly success, becoming gods of own little worlds hereafter - all seem to suggest forms of idolatry!
The littering of our faith by these lies of the latter days hopefully would be used to help more persons to recognise what can happen when they turn away from The Rock of the true faith!
Hope that Jewish persons and people of Islam too would recognise that this is not Christianity but may be the most virulent form of idolatry!
Would like your thoughts! -Maria
I am not sure what you are asking. If you’re asking my thoughts on Mormonism, the Mormons are not Christians. 
To be Christian one must affirm at minimum the Nicene Creed and be baptized with real water touching the skin performed in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Mormons do not have a valid baptism, thus they are not Christian. Although they use Christian terms like "Trinity", we have to look behind the terms to how they interpret those concepts.

For example, Mormons think that Jesus and Satan are brothers.

Mormons usually live moral lives and have a strong sense of family, but they are not Christian.

The Book of Mormon is a demonically inspired book, just as the Qur'an is inspired by the devil.  The angel Moroni who allegedly appeared to Smith was a demon, not an angel from God. 
The angel that allegedly appeared to Mohammed was not St. Gabriel, but a demon**.
Joseph Smith and Mohammed are both false prophets.
**If we accept Bro. Ignatius Mary on the above, and his earlier statements, “For Islam God is an impersonal God, a vengeful God” (page 1), “Islam is false and Muhammed a false prophet as Islam” (page 7), etc., then he must certainly be wrong when he says “As for the God of Islam, they do worship the God of Abraham. This is the same God we worship” (page 3)
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