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What Muslims Believe

http://www.prayertoday.org/30day/muslim1.htm, http://www.prayertoday.org/30day/muslim2.htm
Muslims believe in Allah, who is unique, all powerful, gracious and merciful to all Muslims. The Islamic faith is lived out according to five 'pillars' that must be adhered to if one is to hope for salvation.

The Five Pillars are: 

1. Reciting the Creed (shahada) - 'There is no God but Allah and Muhammed is his prophet'.

2. Prayer (salat) - At five set times a day.

3. Almsgiving (sakat) - Both obligatory and voluntary giving to the poor.

4. Fasting (saum) - Especially during the 'holy' month of Ramadan.

5. Pilgrimage (hajj) - At least once in a lifetime to Mecca, known as The Hajj.

While a Muslim may observe each of these pillars there is still no guarantee of salvation. Islam is based on a religion of self-righteousness. Muslims often think about the Day of Judgement, where they believe Allah (or an angel) will take a balance and weigh each person’s deeds. His hope is that his good deeds will outweigh his bad deeds, but even then Allah's judgement is up to his will and not on justice. 

Another interpretation is that man's deeds are written in a book and on the Day of Judgement Allah will open the book and the sum of a man's account will be placed in either his right or left hand. The only sure way to paradise is to die as a martyr during an Islamic Holy War, Jihad.

Muhammed is Islam's highest prophet, but the Qur'an also speaks often of Jesus, also known as Isa. The Qur'an also refers to Jesus as Kalimat Allah, which means The Word of God. Muslims do not believe in His death on the cross, His resurrection nor in His deity. Although Jesus is the second highest prophet in Islam, the Isa of the Qur'an is only one prophet among 124,000. 

The belief of angels and evil spirits, also known as Jinn, plays a very prominent part in the lives of most Muslims. Although the Qur'an states that 'good and evil comes from Allah', this belief is not founded in orthodox Islam but is a result of pagan religions, particularly from Africa and India, being incorporated in Islam. 

As with all religions, Islam incorporates rules for every aspect of life. Within the Qur'an and the Hadith's there is instruction for every detail of a Muslim's daily life.

Beginnings of Islam
The word "Islam" simply means submission to God, and a Muslim is on who follows the laws of Islam. The revelation of Islam was given to Muhammed, who is revered by Muslims as the greatest prophet. "Muhammed" is not just a name but a title which means "The Praised One."
The Life of Muhammed

Muhammed was born June 8, AD 570 in Mecca, a city of Arabia. Orphaned at the age of six, he was brought up by his uncle, Abu Talib, who was a merchant along the great camel trade routes.

As a youth he grew up during a time of economic unrest and discontent concerning the vast difference between the very rich and the poor. Pagan worship abounded in Arabia, as there were an estimated 360 gods and goddesses to appease, with over 124,000 prophets known at the time. Muslim historians record that even as a boy Muhammed detested idol worship and lived a morally pure life.

Muhammed was employed by Khadija, a wealthy widow, to manage her caravan trade. He became known as "Al-Amin," the trustworthy one, and was a prominent member of the trade guild of Mecca.

At the age of 25 he married Khadija and their marriage produced six children, although all of them died, except for his daughter, Fatima. Later, after Khadija died, Muhammed endorsed polygamy and married several wives.

At the age of 40, he became very concerned about the state of his fellow countrymen and spent much of his time in meditation on religious matters. During his life, Muhammed had met many Christians, Priests and Jews. He often sought counsel from a particular "Jacobite" monk, who taught Muhammed many aspects of Jewish religious customs.
During the month of Ramadan, Muhammed often retreated to a cave on the slopes of Mount Hira, three miles from Mecca. It was during one of these times that he began to receive revelations and instructions that he believed were from the archangel Gabriel. These writings form the basis of the Qur'an (Koran). In addition to the Qur'an is the book of "Hadiths." The Hadith is the teachings of Muhammed and is equal in importance to the Qur'an in all areas of the life of a Muslim.

Muhammed proclaimed that the Qur'an was the final and superior revelation from the one Supreme God. He banned the worship of idols, and taught that a Muslim's life must be wholly committed to Allah with ritual washing before the five daily times of prayer facing Mecca. Friday became the appointed day for corporate worship at the mosque. Mohammed died in AD 632.

Taken from 30 Day Muslim Prayer Focus Jan/Mar 1995, PO Box 26479, Colorado Springs, CO 80936, USA.

Islam: What Catholics Should Know

http://www.islamicity.org/forum/forum_posts.asp?TID=14702
As time progresses, we Catholics are going to rub shoulders more and more with Muslims, those who follow the Islam religion. After all, there are 1.2 billion Muslims, compared to about 1.5 billion Christians, one billion of whom are Catholic. The Muslims we hear most about in the news are fundamentalists who in no way represent the Muslims living in our communities. Our challenge as Catholics is to get to know more about our Muslim brothers and sisters. As the bishops at Vatican II wrote, “Although in the course of the centuries many quarrels and hostilities have arisen between Christians and Muslims, this sacred Synod urges all to forget the past and to strive sincerely for mutual understanding.” In this Update we’ll look at Islam in a broad sense. We’ll look the founding of Islam and examine the five pillars of Islam.
Who was Mohammed?

Unlike Christians, who believe that Jesus was the Son of God and an indivisible part of God, Muslims believe that the Holy Prophet Mohammad (570-632) was a man and that he followed Adam, Abraham, Moses, David, Solomon and Jesus as the last of the great prophets to receive divine revelation. A Muslim believes in the revelation of God through the Quran that was given to Mohammad. For a Muslim, the Quran is God’s Word.

Mohammad was born in Mecca (in what is now Saudi Arabia) in 570. When Mohammad grew up he became a merchant, traveling as far as Yemen and Syria with his uncle, Abu Talib. 
On these long journeys, Mohammad mixed with Christians and Jews and was attracted to the notion of One God. He keenly felt that the Arabians, who worshiped many gods at that time, were bereft of a calling to One God.

Mohammad was also acutely aware of the unjust distribution of wealth and the plight of the poor, the masses of people who had no access to the necessities of food, clothing and shelter in the harsh climate of the desert where everything was scarce.

When Mohammad was 40 years old he experienced a profoundly life-changing mystical experience. Through the mediation of the angel Gabriel, Muslims believe, Mohammad received the first in a series of revelations, which came to him over a period of 23 years.

His wife and cousin encouraged him to speak more widely of what he saw and to recite the inspired vision to others. Mohammad tested the authenticity of his revelations with prayer and fasting. It was two years before he went public with his profound religious experience. Those who heard him were “caught up” in his enthusiasm and the truthfulness of the transmission that came in full poetic, graceful Arabic that was beyond his personal capacity to compose or contrive.

In the last years of Mohammad’s life and shortly after his death in 632, Islam spread with lightning speed throughout the Middle East. By the end of the eighth century, Islam had reached central Asia and India and had spread across Mediterranean Africa and into Spain and France.
Mohammad’s death was sudden. The instability that resulted led to many years of struggle and dissension among his followers—particularly between those who followed Mohammad’s son-in-law Ali (known as Shiites) and those who wished another follower, Abu Bakr, to be leader (a branch of Islam that became known as Sunni).

The Quran, a revelation of God

The central place of the Quran in the life of the devout Muslim cannot be exaggerated. The Quran, as revealed to Mohammad and recited by him and then recited through the centuries to our present day, is received by Muslims as the Word of God. Since God is One and God speaks through this scripture there is no doubt about its authenticity, authority and place in the heart and on the lips of every Muslim. For Christians, there are obvious parallels in seeing Jesus Christ as the Word of the Father.

The Quran (the word means “recitation”) was revealed to Mohammad verse by verse over the space of 23 years. It contains 114 chapters, or suras, which cover a range of topics from reverence for Allah to practical ways of living.

The Quran does not work in the same way as the Christian New Testament, put together in the decades after the death of Jesus. Rather in the Quran the form is arranged with each sura being shorter than the one before it, and it is not designed to be read so much as recited. Its narrative is cyclical and reiterative, poetic and profoundly musical.
I was privileged to be present when an imam showed us the inflections he had learned, and, as he moved through the recitive, I was reminded of our Gregorian chant, which also has its pauses, inflections and distinctive rhythm and premodern notation based on the range of the human voice with no accompaniment. I am struck by the absolute grasp of and reverence for the Quran communicated by Muslims. The name Allah, after all, is simply the Arabic word for “God,” the one God of Judaism, Christianity and Islam.
Five Pillars

1. Profession of faith. The first of Islam’s five pillars is the ultimate profession of their faith: “There is no god but Allah, and Mohammad is the prophet of Allah.” This statement is repeated at least five times each day by the muezzin in the minaret of every mosque around the world as an invitation to prayer.

Just as it is impossible to exaggerate the importance of the Quran for a devout Muslim, so it would be hard to exaggerate how central this first pillar of belief is. The belief in the One, transcendent God is the pole around which the whole religion orbits. There is no other like God, no modifier. God, simply, is God.

While Islam traditionally lists 99 names that praise and glorify God, revealing some of God’s characteristics (subtle, nourisher, watcher, originator, etc.), Christians need to understand that there is no possibility of division or distinction, as there is in the Christian notion of the Trinity, or in the idea of Christ, whom Christians consider to be both divine and human.

Notice there are two distinctions here that differ from the Christian notion of God: God is One, not Trinity, and secondly this unity has a converse view that any differentials would diminish God as God, so God’s Oneness is what it means to be God. Nevertheless, in spite of these deep doctrinal differences with Christianity, all Muslims honor the monotheistic traditions of Christianity and Judaism because we worship the One God. We are all “people of the book,” a testament to the respect that Islam has not only for scholarship but also for the wisdom contained in the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures.

The transcendence of God is the dominant belief for a Muslim. No image, doctrine, or dogmas can express the reality. The recognition of this transcendence is sacred enough to cause the complete and total surrender of a creature. This was the main message of Mohammad, who saw himself as reminding all peoples of the reality of God’s transcendence.

The surrender implicit in this first pillar is observed and not just assented to notionally by the other four pillars of Islam. The personal and individual human’s surrender is the way of salvation. There is no mercy through a human savior; every person must bend his will and lift up his mind in assent to God’s transcendence. God will reward the adherent with mercy and a life hereafter. One is a Muslim to the extent she or he appropriates the God-consciousness of Allah. There is no baptism or membership without practice. The five pillars literally sustain and constitute the faith.
2. Prayer is carried out five times a day: at dawn, noon, midafternoon, sunset, and after the fall of darkness or at bedtime. The actual prayers are accompanied by ritual cleansing, hand gestures, body bows and prostrations, and prescribed rubrics that apply whether praying alone or with others.

The practice of regular prayer throughout the day gives to time nothing more or less than graciousness. The practice turns time inside out. What in my early years of monastic life was an interruption to my day (all that stopping for prayers and starting again) turned into a ceaseless and seamless way of being in time.

Morning, noon and night offer a natural impulse of the human spirit to rise and give praise. When I was present for the Muslim salat, I felt as though I was at home with my nuns in Beech Grove, Indiana. It was the same God, the same praise, the same bended knee.

The other similarity that exists between the religions in this regular kind of daily short prayer is the humility such practice requires.

When the call to prayer is sounded you have to stop what you are doing and go to chapel or the mosque. There is no fudging or promising to pray twice as hard later. You have to leave your computer, your hoe or your basket. There is a higher power that rightfully claims your time, over and over again, demanding you to acknowledge your submission and allowing you to respond “yes” over and over again: “God is God and I obey.” This is a right relationship.
There is great power in the group. My community of 82 nuns carries me when my devotion is tepid and my inclination is capricious. I see that same zeal among my Muslim friends. The stopping for prayer is the norm allowing us to be God-conscious during the in-between times and to help God-consciousness become pervasive. We then return to ritual prayer thankful for this felt presence of God.

The combination of frequent gathering for prayer (as we Catholics do in Divine Office) and ceaseless personal prayer allows us to keep the memory of God ever present. Doing this shifts our ordinary consciousness from remembering that God is present to an abiding experience of God’s Presence. The essence of God then pervades with peace and work is no longer alone. “Ora et labora,” we used to say: “Our work is our prayer and prayer is our work.”

3. Almsgiving. The third pillar of Islam involves a serious redistribution of wealth. Since all is given by God, then nothing of what I own is mine, unless it is shared according to God’s will. Muslims traditionally give 2.5 percent of their wealth to the poor, although this tithing sometimes has taken the form of a tax if the government is Muslim. Nevertheless, the intent remains the same: to give to the poor and to be a just and peace-filled society.

The pillar of almsgiving is not only because a just society requires equity but also because earthly prosperity is the sacrament whereby God is mediated from heaven to earth. Jewish and Muslim roots establish a “this-worldly” goal of economic well-being as the proof of God’s blessings. Muslims also have these riches continuing in a heavenly realm. 
Muslims believe that God wants his people to prosper and to live in rich abundance. Therefore, grace is not invisible, but instead visible through family, offspring, property, security and good order.

In Islam the leadership is lay. Mosques are centers of worship, as well as of learning and study of the Quran, and these may raise up an imam as a leader.

However, there is no formal ordination ceremony. The imams I have met qualified for their position by reciting the Quran and living the life with exactitude. As a religion, Islam has the minimum amount of infrastructure that requires overhead and maintenance. A mosque (the word itself literally means “a place to prostrate”) is often stunningly beautiful architecturally and can be brilliantly ornate. However, all semblance of opulence is to be avoided and most staff workers are volunteers. The money collected usually goes to those in need through education loans, financial opportunities, or the basics of food, medicine, clothing and shelter in the attendees’ countries of origin, many of which have been devastated by war.

4. Ramadan. The fourth pillar of Islam is the fast that takes place during the holy month of Ramadan. All Muslims all over the world during Ramadan are called on to fast from sunrise to sunset for 30 days, unless they are sick or on a journey. Generally, those 12 or older rise early for a meal before the sun rises, then break their fast after sunset.

The aim of abstaining from food during the day is to help Muslims identify with the poor, who have no discretion when, where and what to eat. In this way, fasting is similar in intention to almsgiving.

There is a direct link between fasting and almsgiving. The observant Muslim is called to surrender (the word Islam means “surrender”) again not in idealism, but in actuality and at an ordinary level. Fasting is simply seen as what it means to be a Muslim. In other words, these practices are not, as Christians might imagine, the higher practices of a saint. They are the expected minimum activity of ordinary people.

The fasting helps the believer to connect body, mind and soul. If God matters, then God’s word is to override human inclinations from time to time. Notice the graciousness of the Muslim’s God called Allah: Eleven months delight in food and drink. Fast one month. It’s strict but moderate.

5. Pilgrimage. The fifth pillar of Islam also bonds a community of believers. It is the pilgrimage (hajj) to Mecca. This obligation does what all great pilgrimages do. It restarts the conversion experience by returning the devotee to the point of origin. A religion is not just a collectivity, but consists of many clusters of individuals. They must take on themselves again the beliefs and practices of the founder and the dictates of the religion’s scriptures. To take a sacred journey, along with other believers, is to personally accept and immerse oneself in the culture of that religion and make it your own.

To be a Muslim is to be beyond ethnic identity, and the pillar of this pilgrimage tells the story and incorporates each member, each generation and the people as a whole into the revelation given to the Prophet. The total experience is one of surrender. Each person feels what it is to be a descendent of Abraham under God.

It is my belief that the desert of the pilgrimage expected of every Muslim is not unlike the protracted solitude in the desert, where the monastic faces his or her inner demons and surrenders his or her ego to God in utmost humility. Christ, too, before the advent of his ministry is driven by the Spirit into the desert to be tested (Mark 1:12). The desert clarifies the mind and purges the soul; it is real and symbolic.

In the real geographic location one must stay focused to survive, one must get along with others to secure and maintain goods, one must move quickly, lightly and frequently to have enough basics for food, shelter, clothing and human interaction. One must be tough enough to travel long distances and defer one’s needs to provide for those who are weak. One must enjoy the solitude and adapt to the climate’s harshness.

The landscape of the symbolic desert forces one to cultivate an inner life because there is no way to avoid feeling again and again all the thoughts, desires and passions that rise when the external world offers no distraction. The spiritual journey courses through the soul without the din of noise of crowds or the pressures of overwork.

In such a situation we realize a rawness, a nakedness and a sense of being alone with the Alone. Hermits push themselves to the borders of being bound to the earth to step out of time and into the temple of God’s presence. 
It makes sense that Muslims celebrate their origins in Arabia and take a pilgrimage through the desert in order to return to the core of their faith.

The pilgrimage thus actualizes the inner life of the spiritual journey in a communal experience. Most of us do not have a lifetime to become a hermit. However, it is reasonable to believe that once in our life we could make pilgrimage to Jerusalem or Mecca and, in this way, externalize our inner journey. Islam, however, by making the pilgrimage to Mecca, one of its five pillars, pulls together the meaning of the desert and the inner conversion necessary to surrender to one’s depths for each individual during one’s life.

Once again, as we saw with fasting, it makes a serious religious practice—the inner spiritual journey—not simply a matter for saints or mystics or hermits. Pilgrimage makes it a defining feature of being a Muslim.

Mary Margaret Funk, O.S.B., a member of Our Lady of Grace Monastery, is the author of four books: Thoughts Matter, Tools Matter, Islam Is, and Humility Matters. Former prioress of her religious community, Sr. Mary Margaret is the executive director of Monastic Interreligious Dialogue.
The Life and Religion of Mohammed 
http://www.wndbookservice.com/products/BookPage.asp?prod_cd=c6614
By Fr. Menezes, J.L. (From a post and discussion on Konkani Catholics Yahoo Group

)

Fr. J.L. Menezes knew Islam up close: as a priest in India, he devoted his priestly life to introducing that nation's tens of millions of Muslims to Christianity. With this life of Mohammed, he left us the record of his appeals: a frank, honest, and exhaustively researched exploration of the life of the "prophet" of Islam, the development and contents of the Koran, and an introduction to various Muslim sects.
Working from the earliest Islamic sources, Fr. Menezes provides a complete account of Mohammed's life, from his days as a simple merchant to his triumphs as a leader of armies and revered prophet. Menezes delved so
deeply into his subject that he was even able to describe Mohammed's physical appearance. He explains why Mohammed couldn't possibly be a true prophet, and reveals the true sources of his "revelations."
Fr. Menezes could be writing about today's Muslim terrorists when he explains that "Mohammed posed as the apostle of God, the seal of the prophets; as the destroyer of idolatry; as preacher of one true God, and the  reformer of morals: while his life is marked by innumerable marriages; and great licentiousness, deeds of rapine, warfare, conquests, unmerciful butcheries, all the time invoking God's holy name to sanction his evil deeds, ordering prayers and alms deeds and at the same time propagating Islam everywhere by fire and sword."
Turning to the Koran, Fr. Menezes delineates the distinctive teachings of Islam, explaining the elements of the Muslim holy book that make it so difficult for Muslims to convert to Christianity -- and showing how the Koran, when read honestly and without Islamic preconceptions, nonetheless depends upon and leads to Christianity.
Fr. Menezes concludes with an "appeal to candor and common sense," inviting Muslims to think critically about their religion, and to embrace Christ instead. With Islam on the march everywhere and Muslims streaming into the U.S. in record numbers, the candor, common sense, and solid Christian faith of this book are needed more than ever.
Your guide into the dark mind of Mohammed:
- The bizarre circumstances of Mohammed's "revelations": "it was a  painful sight to behold the nervousness of his features, the distortion of his countenance and the anxiety of mind portrayed on his face"  - How worldly ambition gradually blinded Mohammed's mind and overwhelmed his early searches for the true God - How Mohammed borrowed many of his ideas of Paradise from contemporary Jews and Christians -- and mixed them with base and lewd imaginings - How Mohammed again and again justified his rapine and licentiousness with new "divine revelations" - Why Mohammed grew so bitter against both Jews and Christians, after initially courting their favor  - Mohammed's fateful order that all churches and synagogues in his domains be demolished - How Mohammed ordered the assassinations of several of his chief opponents - How even Mohammed's replies to his critics in the Koran are insufficient to refute the charge that he was a false prophet who fabricated  revelations - Why Mohammed adopted -- and later discarded -- many Jewish customs and ritual observances - Islamic tolerance: Mohammed let Jews and Christians live in his domains -- if they paid tribute and accepted second-class status - What the Koran really teaches about Christianity and Christ  - What Mohammed learned from heretical Christian sects -- and incorporated into the Koran - The early history of Islam: just as bloody as the life of its founder - How the Koran doesn't limit Muslims to four wives, as is widely believed, but actually sets no real limit - Why the new religion Mohammed taught became so commonly identified with war and politics - The crisis caused in Islam by the death of Mohammed's only son -- which continues to this day - Sunnis, Shiites, Sufis, Motazalites and more: the differences between the various Muslim sects.

Maybe someone can throw in some more publishing information about the book and its author. If I am not wrong, Islam is a 'cult' in the true sense of the word. Also, what does the Bible say about those who deny that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah? I have always maintained that the Koran was written with the Bible in one hand. -Michael Prabhu
Interesting Insight by Mr. Prabhu. I attach here 2 files forwarded to me by someone. Reader discretion is advised because the material is a bit critical. –Navin

Brief Muslim History
A.D. 610: Mohammed claims to be God's prophet and founds the religion of Islam based on his claim to receive a new revelation of Scripture which he called the Quran.
622: Mohammed fled persecution by fellow Arabs in Mecca and went to Medina. 
His flight is known as the Hijira ("migration"). He won over the people of Medina, raised an army and returned to Mecca in 630, killing 600 of the 900 men of his Qurash (Arab) tribe.
630: Muslim conquest of Mecca and the Arabian Peninsula. This conquest (called jihad) later spread to the Middle East, North Africa, Iran and Turkey.
632: Mohammed died in Medina of a fever at age 63. His tomb is there to this day.
638: Muslim conquest of Jerusalem (6 years after Mohammed's death)
691: Dome of the Rock built on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. Al Aksa Mosque also built at that time.


Thank you Navin, The material IS critical and I advise members to use it only for personal reading, NOT for forwarding or spreading any sort of hatred towards any community. Navin's original mail was extremely long and much of the material was the work of "Jerry Falwell Ministries". The Rev. Jerry Falwell, a fundamentalist Baptist Minister, called Islam's founder Mohammed, "a terrorist" on 60 Minutes, while Dr. Jerry Vines, pastor of the First Baptist Church of Jacksonville, Fla., declared that Muhammad was a "demon-possessed pedophile". Their writings about the Prophet could have well been coloured to justify their view of him and to favour the advancement of the Christian (Baptist/Protestant) religion.
Since it was not possible to investigate the matter, I have cut out the bulk of the mail which, however, can be requested by anyone from konkanicatholics@gmail.com if they have need of it. –Austine, Moderator Konkani Catholics
Islam and Christianity – Christ’s death on the cross
http://www.thespiritofislam.com/islam-christianity/3-christ-death-on-the-cross.html
By Dr. Labib Mikhail
Question: The Bible clearly explains that Christ died on the cross, but yet the Muslims seem to deny it. What is your explanation about that?
Answer: Well, let us read what the Quran says about the cross of Jesus Christ. 
This is in surat (Al Nissa), the first surat in the Quran. 
In verse 157, "And because of them saying we killed Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, the messenger of Allah. But they killed him not, nor crucified him. But the resemblance of Jesus was put over another man. And they killed that man (the man who was changed to resemble Jesus Christ, according to the Quran). And those who differ there, are full of doubts. They have no certain knowledge. They follow nothing but conjuncture for surely they killed him not, Jesus, son of Mary." 
Well, reading these verses in the Quran, we will come to this conclusion. Was there a crucifixion? Positively, absolutely. The verse says that there was a crucifixion, but the man who was crucified was not Jesus Christ, but someone else whom God changed his face to the face of Jesus, his voice to the voice of Jesus, and he was crucified in the place of Jesus Christ. Then crucifixion was reality. But who was crucified? This is what the Quranic verse is now discussing.
Now, if we believe that Allah changed the face of that man, whoever he is, some people say it is Judah the Iscariot, and God changed his face to be like Christ. If we believe that, then God is a great deceiver because he deceived generations of men believing that the one who was crucified on the cross of Calvary was Christ, while he was not. And after 600 years he sent Mohammed to say, "They crucified him not." Well, what is the whole story? The whole story is the misunderstanding of the Muslims of the holiness of God, and of the corruption of men. These two issues are the central issues why the cross, the holiness of God, the corruption of men.
Well, we have to realize something of great interest. The plan of salvation did not take place when Christ came and was born of a virgin. No. The plan of salvation was made in eternity, before the foundation of the Earth, before the creation of man. Because God was not taken by surprise when Adam failed into sin. You cannot surprise God. He knew that Adam will fall into sin. Before he created Adam, he made the plan of his salvation. 
Let me read for you a verse in 1 Peter 1:18-20:
"Knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things like silver or gold, from your endless conduct received by tradition from your fathers;"
"But, with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot;"
"For He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you."
So this plan of salvation was foreordained when? When Adam fell into sin? No, before the foundation of the world. Why did we have the plan of salvation that way? Because God wanted to demonstrate His holiness; He wanted to demonstrate His love; and He wanted us to see that He is the only one who can save us.
Now man is corrupted by nature, and to tell me that we are born with good nature, obviously not. Crime is everywhere, in all the world. In Australia there are crimes, in Europe crimes, England crimes, US crimes, Africa crimes. Why? Because man is bad. Man is created, is born bad. He was born with falling nature. He took the falling nature from Adam, and that falling nature incline to do wrong, to sin. So because of that we cannot save ourselves. That's number one.
Now, could we save ourselves with works? Well, the Bible was very clear, the wage of sin is death. 
The Bible didn't say that the wage of sin is to fast; the wage of sin is to go on a pilgrimage to Mecca or Jerusalem; the wage of sin is to pay some money to the poor, to build a hospital, a mosque, or a church. No! The wage of sin is death. I have to die, or some other person to die. Well now, what was the plan? The plan was the Creator himself decided to come in the person of Jesus Christ and to die on the cross.
One time I had a man from Morocco, doing some work at my home. And we were talking about Christianity and religion. Then he looked at me and said, "I want to ask you a question. You say that Jesus Christ is the son of God." I said, "Yes." He said, "Is God so weak that He cannot protect His own son? If someone would attack my son, I would go and kill him. And God leaves His Son to be crucified? What are you talking about?" I said, "This is a good question, but you don't understand a thing. When Christ came, He came by His own choice, and He came to die. His purpose of coming to the world, be born of a virgin is to die. This is why He came." So if you understand that, it's not a matter of the Father not being able to protect His son. No! It's a plan. The son voluntarily said, "I am going to die for the human beings because they cannot save themselves. And my birth from a virgin is to die." So forget about God's protection. "Well," he said, "Another question. How come that one man will save the whole world. One man cannot do it. It's impossible." I said, "Yes, but who is that one man? You know who is that one man? 

In the gospel of John, 
"In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, and the word was God. By him all things were made." So He is God incarnated, and He is the creator. And of course, if we want to evaluate the Creator and the creation, the Creator face is still in His value above the creation. So, if this one man is the Creator, He can pay for all creation." He said, "Oh, I see." I said, "This is one thing that you have to understand. God is holy and we cannot understand sin unless we the holiness of God. Well, if you slap, say, a homeless man. That's bad. It's very bad. And you have to apologize. And you might say, "Oh, sorry, sorry, sorry, man, sorry. Take these ten dollars and then be quiet." And he'd say, "Thank you, sir, thank you. Even you slapped me, but you gave me $10, thank you." But if you slapped a monarch, or the president of the US, oh, it's not a little thing. You cannot say, "Mr. President, I slapped you on the face, but see, here is $1,000 and keep quiet." That will not do. That will not do. When we sin against God, we destroy His law, we trample His law under our feet. And now we go and say, "We give you some fasting, some money for the poor, some good work?" Are you kidding yourself? God is holy! He cannot accept that. The only one who can pay the penalty of the sinner, is the one who is equal to God to satisfy His holiness and His justice. And because of that, the Son of God, Jesus Christ came and died on the cross of Calvary. And when they asked Him, "Why did you come?" He said, "The Son of man came to save and redeem that which was lost. I came in particular to redeem that which was lost."
And listen, redemption is mentioned in the Quran even though, the Muslim do not understand it. I want to tell you something. The story of Abraham when he offered his son. Of course, in the Old Testament, in the book of Genesis, the one who was offered was Isaac. 
Muslims say that the one offered was Ishmael. 
Not reasonable, because Ishmael, during that time was married and was living in his home. But we are not going to discuss that. When Abraham took his son, and he wanted to slaughter him. Then God said, "Hold it. Don't touch the lamb." Then he looked and he found a ram. And the Quran says about that ram, "And we ransomed him, (ransomed the son of Abraham) with a great ransom, a great sacrifice." A ram is a great sacrifice? What does that mean? A ram, during this time would cost a quarter of a dollar, or less than that. Is that a great sacrifice? No! The ram was a symbol of the great sacrifice of Jesus Christ. And when Christ came He said, "Your father, Abraham, rejoiced to see my day, and he saw it." 
And they said, "You are not here for 50 years yet, how did he see it?" He said, "Before Abraham was, I am." You see, He saw me in the ram when he offered that ram in the place of his son Isaac. Substitution! And the Muslim, when he thinks right, he should come to his senses and say, "Oh, yes. It is very plain that the son of Abraham was redeemed by a bloody sacrifice. That means something. That bloody sacrifice means something, that someone took the place of someone. An innocent animal took the place of Isaac, and was killed in his place. And that is what Jesus Christ did there. The innocent, the holy Son of God took our place.
And what is the result of the cross? 
Let me elaborate in that. You know the story of Barabbas in the New Testament. Barabbas was a murderer, and a thief. He was condemned to death by the cross. He had to be crucified. But one day, before his crucifixion, the Lord Jesus Christ was presented to Pontus Pilate, the governor. And Pilate said to him, "I want to free Jesus because He is innocent. He didn't do anything wrong." And he said, "The days of the Passover, and according to tradition, I used to free a criminal for the Jews in that day. I will ask them whom shall I free, Barabbas the murderer, or Christ, your prophet, the miracle worker. And I am sure, I am sure, they will chose to free Jesus Christ." But he was mistaken. He said, "Who shall I free for you, Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Christ?" And they said, "Barabbas. Free Barabbas. Free Barabbas." The man was shocked. He said, "What shall I do with Jesus Christ?" "Crucify him!" Well, Jesus took the place of Barabbas. What happened? Some captain went to the prison, and he said to Barabbas, "Barabbas, I have good news for you. Good news." "You are going to take me to be crucified, aren't you?" "No. Good news, believe me." "What good news?" "You are a free man." "Me, a free man? I am a murderer. I am a thief. Free man, what do you mean?" "Someone by the name of Christ came and He took your place, Barabbas. He took your place." What happened to Barabbas after that? He was freed from the prison, and he was also freed from death because of the crucified Christ.
When we believe in the crucified Christ, 
we will be freed from the prison of sin, and we will be freed from the sentence of eternal death, and that is the work of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary, demanded by the justice, the holiness, the love of God the Father in heaven. If you deny the cross, then you deny the core and the heart of Christianity. 
And when the Quran comes and says they did not crucify Him, nor killed Him, that is a big lie. 
And anyone who has a brain who believed that, I think he deserves the justice of God. Because when you read the New Testament, you have all these witnesses, Matthew said Jesus was crucified. Mark said that He was crucified. Luke said He was crucified. John said He was crucified. Paul said He was crucified. Peter said He was crucified. 
So you have all these witnesses. 
And after 600 years someone from Arabia comes, "No, they didn't crucify Him!" 
Whom should we believe? 
These six witnesses who are honest, with great integrity, many of them died as martyrs because they believed in the crucifixion of Jesus, or Mohammed who came in the Arabia peninsula? 
You ask the question. The crucifixion of Christ is a fact. The holiness of God, the love of God, the justice of God demands the cross, the crucifixion of Christ for a plan of God before the foundation of the world.
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