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Joel Osteen’s “Gospel of me”
Self-denial? Get outta heere

This is the therapeutic message of Joel Osteen, lifted right from his dust jackets
http://theaquilareport.com/joel-osteens-gospel-of-me/, http://aleteia.org/2015/03/06/joel-osteens-gospel-of-me/    

By Matthew Becklo, March 6, 2015
Live at your full potential. Become a better you. Be happier. It’s your time. Live an extraordinary life. Achieve your dreams. Go beyond your barriers. You can, you will.
This is the therapeutic message of Joel Osteen, lifted right from his dust jackets. In contrast with the more classical and philosophically grounded evangelicalism of a Billy Graham or a C.S. Lewis, Ross Douthat termed Osteen’s brand of TV preaching “the gospel of self-help.” But notice it’s not the self-help of the Gospel; self-help is the gospel. The Gospel is the cask to deliver it, shucked and cast out as soon as the intoxicating wine of self-improvement is imbibed.

Contrast this with Pope Francis who, quoting St. Basil of Caesarea of the fourth century, recently referred to money as the “devil’s dung.” We can follow this line of thinking right back to the New Testament.
St. Paul used an even stronger word: skubula. Some translations of the Bible use “filth” or “refuse” in its place in the third chapter of the letter to the Philippians. But that’s not what he said. The nearest English equivalent of the vulgar Greek word is…well, you can Google it. Paul, I suspect, wanted to make an unambiguous point: all of his worldly respect, progress, and prosperity – in short, all of his “self-help” – was all skubula compared to the Cross and Resurrection.

If only Walker Percy lived as long as Billy Graham. Percy, a Southerner, had a special dislike of TV preachers that emerges in both his fiction and philosophical essays, many of which are concerned with semiotics and the importance of language. In an essay titled “Why Are You a Catholic?” 
Percy writes: “Language is a living organism and, as such, is subject to certain organic ailments. In this case it is the exhaustion and decrepitude of words themselves, an infirmity that has nothing to do with the truth or falsity of the sentences they form. The words of religion tend to wear out and get stored in the attic…and it doesn't help that when religious words are used publicly, at least Christian words, they are often expropriated by some of the worst rogues around, the TV preachers.”

Percy also skewered self-help books – in fact, he wrote an entire book devoted to satirizing the genre: Lost in the Cosmos: The Last Self-Help Book… “or, How you can survive in the Cosmos about which you know more and more while knowing less and less about yourself, this despite 10,000 self-help books, 100,000 psychotherapists, and 100 million fundamentalist Christians.”

If only he’d lived to see Joel Osteen: a self-help writer, psychotherapist, and fundamentalist all rolled up into one, one who
spares words like “sin” and “grace” from further devaluation, but – in a master stroke – only by eliminating them from the conversation altogether. I think Percy would have had a field day.

“When we obey God,” Victoria Osteen declares in one show, a smile plastered across her face, “We're not doing it for God. I mean, that's one way to look at it. We're doing it for ourselves, because God takes pleasure when we're happy. That's the thing that gives Him the greatest joy. So, I want you to know this morning: Just do good for your own self.”

This isn’t new territory for a culture teeming with individualism; even the added tincture of spiritualism to self-help isn’t novel. But whatever it is, it’s about as far away from the Lenten words of Jesus as words get: “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”

Matthew Becklo is a husband and father, amateur philosopher, and cultural commentator at Aleteia and Word on Fire. His writing has been featured in First Things, The Dish, and Real Clear Religion.

RELATED FILES
PROSPERITY GOSPEL AND THE CATHOLIC-ERROL FERNANDES  

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PROSPERITY_GOSPEL_AND_THE_CATHOLIC-ERROL_FERNANDES.doc
PROSPERITY GOSPEL VERSUS THE POVERTY GOSPEL-EDDIE RUSSELL 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PROSPERITY_GOSPEL_VERSUS_THE_POVERTY_GOSPEL-EDDIE_RUSSELL.doc
PROSPERITY GOSPEL-SUSAN BRINKMANN

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc  

BRO. JOHNSON SEQUEIRA'S 'WORD-FAITH' THEOLOGY AND 'PROSPERITY' GOSPEL 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/BRO_JOHNSON_SEQUEIRAS_WORD-FAITH_THEOLOGY_AND_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL.doc
WORD-FAITH, POSITIVE CONFESSION, PROSPERITY GOSPEL-INPLAINSITE.COM                       http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WORD-FAITH_POSITIVE_CONFESSION_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-INPLAINSITE.COM.doc
SEXUAL PREDATORS MORE PREVALENT AMONG RABBIS PASTORS YOGIS THAN AMONG PRIESTS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SEXUAL_PREDATORS_MORE_PREVALENT_AMONG_RABBIS_PASTORS_YOGIS_THAN_AMONG_PRIESTS.doc
SCANDALS OF THE PROSPERITY AND SUCCESS GOSPEL PREACHERS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SCANDALS_OF_THE_PROSPERITY_AND_SUCCESS_GOSPEL_PREACHERS.doc
WHY JOHNSON SEQUEIRA MUST NOT BE ALLOWED TO PREACH IN CATHOLIC PARISHES 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_JOHNSON_SEQUEIRA_MUST_NOT_BE_ALLOWED_TO_PREACH_IN_CATHOLIC_PARISHES.doc
WHY JOHNSON SEQUEIRA MUST NOT BE ALLOWED TO PREACH IN CATHOLIC PARISHES-02 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_JOHNSON_SEQUEIRA_MUST_NOT_BE_ALLOWED_TO_PREACH_IN_CATHOLIC_PARISHES-02.doc
WHY JOHNSON SEQUEIRA MUST NOT BE ALLOWED TO PREACH IN CATHOLIC PARISHES-03 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_JOHNSON_SEQUEIRA_MUST_NOT_BE_ALLOWED_TO_PREACH_IN_CATHOLIC_PARISHES-03.doc
FR JOSE VETTIYANKAL-WRONG TEACHINGS AND DUBIOUS PROPHECIES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_JOSE_VETTIYANKAL-WRONG_TEACHINGS_AND_DUBIOUS_PROPHECIES.doc
THE CATHOLIC JESUS IS NOT THE SAME AS THE PROTESTANT JESUS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_CATHOLIC_JESUS_IS_NOT_THE_SAME_AS_THE_PROTESTANT_JESUS.doc
NORMAN VINCENT PEALE AND THE POWER OF POSITIVE THINKING 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NORMAN_VINCENT_PEALE_AND_THE_POWER_OF_POSITIVE_THINKING.doc
THE PRAYER OF JABEZ AND THE PROSPERITY GOSPEL 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_PRAYER_OF_JABEZ_AND_THE_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL.doc 

DANGERS IN THE POSITIVE CONFESSION FAITH TEACHINGS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DANGERS_IN_THE_POSITIVE_CONFESSION_FAITH_TEACHINGS.doc 

THE FLAWED FOUNDATION OF WORD OF FAITH THEOLOGY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE-FLAWED-FOUNDATION_OF_WORD_OF_FAITH_THEOLOGY.doc 

THE PARLOR MAGIC OF KENNETH HAGIN AND THE GULLIBILTY OF WORD OF FAITH BELIEVERS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_PARLOR_MAGIC_OF_KENNETH_HAGIN_AND_THE_GULLIBILTY_OF_WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVERS.doc 

IS JOYCE MEYER A WORD OF FAITH TEACHER? 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/IS_JOYCE_MEYER_A_WORD_OF_FAITH_TEACHER.doc 

DOES JOYCE MEYER TEACH A FEEL-GOOD GOSPEL? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DOES_JOYCE_MEYER_TEACH_A_FEEL-GOOD_GOSPEL.doc 

JOYCE MEYER BLATANTLY AND DELIBERATELY ADDING TO GODS WORD http://ephesians-511.net/docs/JOYCE_MEYER_BLATANTLY_AND_DELIBERATELY_ADDING_TO_GODS_WORD.doc 

PROSPERITY GOSPEL POSITIVE CONFESSION WORD OF FAITH AND JOEL OSTEEN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PROSPERITY_GOSPEL_POSITIVE_CONFESSION_WORD_OF_FAITH_AND_JOEL_OSTEEN.doc
A CLOSER LOOK AT THE TEACHINGS OF JOYCE MEYER 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/A_CLOSER_LOOK_AT_THE_TEACHINGS_OF_JOYCE_MEYER.doc 

PEOPLE DIE BY BELIEVING POSITIVE CONFESSION WORD OF FAITH TEACHING 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PEOPLE_DIE_BY_BELIEVING_POSITIVE_CONFESSION_WORD_OF_FAITH_TEACHING.doc
PROSPERITY GOSPEL BORN IN THE USA 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PROSPERITY_GOSPEL_BORN_IN_THE_USA.doc
FIVE ERRORS OF THE PROSPERITY GOSPEL 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FIVE_ERRORS_OF_THE_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-01 SEAN
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-01.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-02 STEVE LUMBLEY
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-02.doc 
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-03 VINCENT & LORI WILLIAMS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-03.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-04 RICHARD M
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-04.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-05 ANONYMOUS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-05.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-06 ANONYMOUS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-06.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-07 ANONYMOUS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-07.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-08 KEVIN RHODES
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-08.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-09 ANONYMOUS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-09.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-10 DAMON WHITSELL
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-10.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-11 MICHAEL ADAMS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-11.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-12 ANONYMOUS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-12.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-13 PAUL
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-13.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-14 ARIEL
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-14.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-15 MARY
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-15.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-16 CONI EDWARDS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-16.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-18 DERREN BROWN
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-18.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-19 HANK EDWARDS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-19.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-20 EX-MINISTER MARK HAVILLE
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-20.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-22 ANONYMOUS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-22.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-23 RICKY D
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-23.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-24 YODA
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-24.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-25 CHERIE
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-25.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-26 VICTOR (INDIA)
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-26.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-27 PHENERK
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-27.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-28 MAESTROH
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-28.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-29 KURT HUTCHISON
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-29.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-30 MIKE McK
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-30.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-31 JENNIFER LARGENT
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-31.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-32 JENNI
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-32.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-33 EX-MINISTER TOM KILLINGSWORTH
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-33.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-34 DANNY H
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-34.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-35 MIKE & PAT RODGERS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-35.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-36 ANONYMOUS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-36.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-37 KEVIN REEVES
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-37.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-38 BOB SCRUGGS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-38.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-39 KAREN
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-39.doc
