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The words of the hymn “Mary, Did You Know?” are not theologically Catholic

As the Christmas season nears, it is likely that you will come across this pretty-sounding Christmas song, "Mary Did You Know?" composed by Mark Lowry and Buddy Greene, both non-Catholics. With multiple renditions by ever so many artists, the popularity of this song is unquestioned. But what about the inherent heresy it innocently propagates?
Mary, Did You Know?
http://jimmyakin.com/2005/12/mary_did_you_kn.html 

By Michelle Arnold, December 23, 2005
Mary did you know, that your baby boy
Is Lord of all creation?
Mary did you know, that your baby boy
Will one day rule the nations?
Did you know, that your baby boy
Was Heaven’s perfect Lamb?
And this sleeping Child you’re holding
Is the Great I AM
From the song Mary, Did You Know?, lyrics by Mark Lowry

Okay…

Tim J here.

I know a lot of people like this song, especially at this time of year, and I am NOT trying to get anyone all twisted up about it, but I have to get something off my chest…

Every time I hear this song, I want to stand up and holler "YES, Mary knew! If ANYONE knew, she did!!"

In my mind, the song conjures up an image of Mary as a nonplussed and naive young girl, caught up in events she can’t comprehend or control. This is not surprising, since the song was written by a Protestant Evangelical and this is the prevailing view of Mary among Protestants.

But, consider this from the first chapter of Luke’s gospel:

And Mary said: 
   "My soul glorifies the Lord 
    and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has been mindful 
      of the humble state of his servant. 
   From now on all generations will call me blessed, 
    for the Mighty One has done great things for me— 
      holy is his name. 
His mercy extends to those who fear him, 
      from generation to generation. 
He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 
      he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 
He has brought down rulers from their thrones 
      but has lifted up the humble. 
He has filled the hungry with good things 
      but has sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel, 
      remembering to be merciful 
to Abraham and his descendants forever, 
      even as he said to our fathers."

Now, even if I didn’t believe that Mary was born without sin, after reading her Magnificat, I would begin to suspect that this was no ordinary little Jewish girl. She was perhaps 16 (give or take a year or two) at the time. How many sixteen-year-olds do you know who would put together a psalm of praise like that? Mary’s Magnificat demonstrates that she not only knew who Jesus was, but what he meant to the nation of Israel and to the world.

Consider what the angel told her, also from Luke 1:

"He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end."

But Mary had not just been told who Jesus was, she had direct experience of who he was, having been overshadowed by the Holy Spirit at his conception. She knew! Boy, did she know!

Now, I am not saying this is a bad song, or that Catholics shouldn’t listen to it. I do, however, want to invite those who hear it to consider that Mary DID know precisely who Jesus was. The next time you hear Mary, Did You Know?, go and read the first chapter of Luke, and give thanks for all that God has done for us through our Blessed Mother.

Oh, and pray a Rosary!

Readers have left 99 comments, one of them reproduced below:
"Did you know" that the composer Mark Lowry deliberately inserted the following verses to repudiate the Catholic dogma of the Immaculate Conception? "This child that you delivered, will soon deliver you."
Mary was already delivered, as you well know, by the redemptive action of the cross reaching backwards into human history and touching Mary at the very first moment of conception and life in the womb of Saint Ann, so that the one who is the Holy of Holies could pass through a pure vessel untouched by sin.
Lowry had remarks against the Catholic dogma on a webpage some years ago, but I have noticed that he took it offline. No doubt he is counting on the general ignorance of "papists" and the sentiment of the Christmas season to circulate the song-- and even Catholics have money to buy CDs. What is worse is that Catholic churches and schools frequently have their choirs singing the song. Permission to requests for public recital and to recopy lyrics, is granted with the provision that the lyrics cannot be altered.
It is a pretty song, but it is also heresy.
One colleague of mine tried to defend the song, saying, "I noticed the words, but my theological take was along the lines that Mary was redeemed by Christ in the eternal dimension but that the act of her redemption is the same as ours: the sacrifice of Christ in the dimension of time." I saw what he was trying to say, but again, the meaning of the lyrics was clearly set in a temporal context, "... will soon deliver you." Lowry does not believe, as a Protestant, in the Immaculate Conception, and the song deliberately says this to malign Catholic teaching and to proselytize. While the redemptive power and grace of the Cross cannot be segregated exclusively to any one time or place, the passion and crucifixion are themselves posited in human history as are their immediate effects upon mortal men and women. God who is in the eternal now, enters into human history and touches us where we live, so-to-speak. Lowry would see this encounter with saving grace as something accomplished with a faith profession in Jesus Christ as personal Lord and Savior. He also views the work of Christ as accomplished and that we need merely acknowledge it. Catholics would normally see it as impacting upon us, not only with faith, but in a faith that is actualized by obedience and charity within the community of the Church-- particularly through baptism and the other sacraments. While Christ has died, once-and-for-all, his saving work is extended or perpetuated or re-presented through the sacraments. 
The mystery of Mary's sinlessness is measured temporally, from the very first moment of her existence in the womb of St. Ann. It was not that she had original sin and that it was quickly stripped away; rather, at the very moment of her conception and personhood, there was no trace or stain of sin. Historically this takes place maybe 45-50 years prior to the saving event at Calvary. Just as the ripples from the Paschal Mystery touch us forward in time, it reached backwards and touched Mary. 
As you can tell, I have talked myself silly trying to get churches and schools to either change the offensive lines (no matter what the composer wants) or to avoid it altogether. -Father Joe Jenkins
Fr. Joseph Jenkins is a priest of the Archdiocese of Washington and is currently the pastor of the Church of the Holy Spirit in Forestville, Maryland.
Posted by Salvador Fernandes in yahoogroup Konkani Catholics digest No. 1299 on December 5, 2007: 

There are other lyrics which obviously are not proper.
The lyrics, ask did you know that you were kissing the face of God. And, did you know that the child born to you was the Saviour?
When the Angel declared to Mary her role in God's plan he clearly told her that 'This would be the Son of God". 
Luke 1:35: And the angel answered and said unto her, “The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.” Also to Joseph it was told that this child “would take away the sins of the world" Matthew 1:21 “And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins.” 
Now besides this, one should also remember that Mary was a devout Jewess, who was dedicated to the Temple, and was in service to the temple since the age of 3. She, therefore, would know scripture, and know all about the Messiah, as foretold in the Old Testament, and now She was the Virgin that Scripture had prophesied. Also she was full of Grace, so wouldn't she know God more than any of us?
So, yes, this song is heretical, and we Catholics will do well, to have it off our list of songs

Music at mass

http://www.ewtn.com/vexperts/showmessage.asp?Pgnu=1&Pg=Forum8&recnu=1&number=371921 

In the apologetics site it said the songs, Mary did you know, and Amazing Grace*** doesn't reflect Catholic teaching. What words in each song does not reflect our teaching. These songs are sung at Mass all the time. -Kevin July 3, 2003
Sadly, it is true they are sung, as are others, all the time. 

Amazing Grace is coming out of the Protestant theological tradition and reflects its emphasis on sola gratia, grace alone. In verse one the text says "Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, That saved a wretch like me!" While this sounds very humble, and by itself appears inoffensive to Catholic ears, in light of the theological tradition it comes from it suggests the complete depravity of man which was at the root of Luther's theology. Catholic teaching rejects that. Human nature is wounded, but remains capable of natural good acts, that is, acts of natural virtue, both moral and intellectual, as opposed to supernatural virtue (which IS a gift from God). 

In keeping with that the Catholic must also reject verse two, which asserts that sanctifying grace is given with belief. "How precious did that grace appear, The hour I first believed." While a certain natural faith in the credibility of revelation disposes the person to request entrance into Christ's Church and to desire the "Amazing Grace" of Justification, sanctifying grace (actual justice), the grace of the theological virtues (faith, hope and charity), the supernatural moral virtues (without which a meritorious act, as opposed to an act of the natural man cannot be done) and the Gifts of the Holy Spirit (which perfect man) are communicated at Baptism, NOT "the hour I first believed." Granted a Catholic could read into that the hour of baptism, when supernatural faith is actually communicated, but that is not the intended meaning of the hymn, which reflects the theology that one must only "believe on the Lord Jesus" and one is granted salvation. Implied in the balance of the verses is the doctrine of Blessed Assurance, that "once saved" one's salvation is assured - a doctrine at serious odds with Scripture, and therefore Catholic teaching, and contrary to the good of man. 

Since there is an obligation to use only doctrinally sound hymns in the Liturgy, Amazing Grace is at best equivocal and at worse seriously contrary to the Catholic theology of grace. 

As for "Mary did you know", a similar situation pertains. It’s coming out of a theological tradition that tends to reduce Mary to an ordinary mother and wife, and eliminates her perpetual virginity and sinlessness. 
While the Church has not formally taught that Mary had detailed knowledge of Her Son's future, Our Lady would at minimum have known the Scriptures and what the Messiah would do and suffer. She certainly knew, from the Annunciation, Who her Son was and what His mission would be. In addition, a number of saints have had highly developed mystical lives from an early age (4, 5, 6 etc.), so it would be incongruous to suggest that Mary did not have mystical insights into the Scriptures, or even private revelations regarding the Divine plan. Indeed, later Catholic mystics affirm this conclusion of logic. 

Particularly troublesome is the verse, "Did you know that your baby boy, has come to make you new; this child that you delivered, will soon deliver you." It at least calls into question the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception, which teaches that in virtue of the Redemption, Mary was conceived without original sin. This occurred about 44 years prior to Calvary. So, while this verse correctly alludes to her need for redemption (in the sense understood by the Church as preservation from falling), it places it in the future, rather than the past (with regard to original sin and personal sin), and the present (she was also preserved from falling at every moment of her life). 

So, both songs are unfitting for Catholic use, as they at minimum call into question Catholic teaching, and if understood according to the lyricists' intention, teach contrary to it. -Colin B. Donovan STL, August 5, 2003

Mary, Did You Know? The Church of Nice ignores the Virgin Mary
https://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/mary-did-you-know 

By Michael Voris, December 22, 2015

Among many of the Church of Nice cave-ins to the Protestant heresy is the theology surrounding Our Blessed Mother. See, the Church of Nice crowd largely ignores her, just as the protestant world does, or pays the Mother of God only the most meager acknowledgement, as little as possible. Sometimes, the highest creature ever created by God in terms of grace is simply lowered to the level of all other creatures.

Such is the case with the syrupy song "Mary, Did You Know?" A major hit in protestant circles, sung by Clay Aiken of American Idol fame, popularized by Amy Grant, the song's writer is a protestant evangelical, Mark Lowery. And the lyrics prove out his protestant thought. Here is the heretical stanza: "Did you know that your Baby Boy has come to make you new? This Child that you delivered will soon deliver you."
Two points — actually three, maybe four. "Did you know your Baby Boy has come to make you new?" She already was new — something that happened before her Baby Boy came, not after.

"This Child that you delivered will soon deliver you."  Already had delivered. And yes, the Blessed Virgin Mary knew because, as Scripture says, the angel Gabriel had already told her. Talk about Protestantism ignoring Scripture — again.

And to the larger point of Mary not understanding that Christ her Son was her Savior already: And my spirit rejoices in God my savior."

In the order of creation, the immaculately conceived Virgin girl of Nazareth was the first saved because the redemption that her Son would achieve in time the Blessed Trinity already applied to her in anticipation of her being the vessel of redemption, because God can operate outside of time, because the Creator of time is not bound by time.
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When she cries out: "My soul magnifies the Lord," what on earth does anyone think she's talking about? You see God more clearly by looking at her. That's what a magnifying glass does; it makes more clear, more visible that which is being looked at. And that's what the Mother of God does for us: She presents God in a more clear manner, because that is the will of God that she do that.

Just as the Ark of the Covenant in the Old Testament made the presence of God more real and clear to the Chosen People, so the actual ark of the fullness of the covenant makes God more present — so present, in fact, that we can actually see Him. "Veiled in flesh the Godhead see!"

Mary is the true ark. She brings us the fullness of Heaven, bears within her blessed self the Eternal Logos. And she is blessed. She declares the truth of that herself immediately after her kinswoman Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, declares it. Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the Holy Trinity, cried out, "Blessed are you among women!" to which Mary, filled with the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, cried out, "From henceforth all generations will call me blessed" — and the Catholic Church has been fulfilling that prophecy for 2,000 years.

So the question: Why on earth would a song like "Mary, Did You Know?" with its faulty Protestant theology (which is a redundancy, we know) ever find a home in a Catholic parish at Christmas time, or anytime for that fact? Because it is just one more nail in the coffin of Catholic tradition and identity. It has a pretty melody, some people would say, so it's sweet and kind and gentle and so forth, so let's sing that.

It sure does fit the mold of all that other horrible music echoing around ever-shrinking Catholic parishes these days — shrinking because they have lost their Catholic identity. So the answer to the Protestant heresy-inspired lyrical question "Mary, did you know?" is a resounding "yes" — she knew. An angel from Heaven had already told her, and to make the point, she repeated it to her kinswoman, who herself was bearing St. John the Baptist.

The question isn't "Mary, did you know?" but rather "Church of Nice, don't you know?"

Never let an insult, a piece of misinformation or anything else detracting to the Mother of God go by without resisting it.
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