The Sacred Art of Living Organization – Contacting the Dead
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"Not to oppose error is to approve it, and not to defend the truth is to suppress it" - Pope St. Felix III

Note: In this report I may occasionally use bold print, Italics, dotted underline or word underlining for emphasis. This will be my personal emphasis and not that of the source that I am quoting. 

Q:

I have concerns regarding The Sacred Art of Living Movement. They encourage a 'soul friend', 'ancient healing prayers' and conversations with your deceased relatives. They say it is based on our 'Druid ancestors'. I am concerned because the chaplain at work says Santa Barbara California Hospice and now Cleveland hospices are paying for their staffs to be trained in this. What do you think? Katie

A:

 I need more information regarding what they consider a soul friend. We often hear about 'soul mates' that generally refer to a very close relationship with another person. I also need some examples of their 'ancient healing prayers' to determine if they are Christian or not. Many of our Catholic prayers are many centuries old. However, conversations with dead relatives and reference to druids give rise to concern!

"All forms of divination are to be rejected: recourse to satan or demons, conjuring up the dead or other practices falsely supposed to 'unveil' the future. Consulting horoscopes, astrology, palm reading, interpretation of omens and lots, the phenomena of clairvoyance, and recourse to mediums all conceal a desire for power over time, history, and, in the last analysis, other human beings, as well as a wish to conciliate hidden powers. They contradict the honor, respect, and loving fear that we owe to God alone."
  
"All practices of magic or sorcery, by which one attempts to tame occult powers, so as to place them at one’s service and have a supernatural power over others – even if this were for the sake of restoring their health – are gravely contrary to the virtue of religion. These practices are even more to be condemned when accompanied by the intention of harming someone, or when they have recourse to the intervention of demons. Recourse to so-called traditional cures does not justify either the invocation of evil powers or the exploitation of another's credulity."
 
"Do not practice divination or soothsaying."

"Do not go to mediums or consult fortune-tellers, for you will be defiled by them."
 
"When you come into the land which your Lord, your God, is giving you, you shall not learn to imitate the abominations of the peoples there. Let there not be found among you anyone who immolates his son or daughter in the fire, nor a fortune-teller, soothsayer, charmer, diviner, or caster of spells, nor one who consults ghosts and spirits or seeks oracles from the dead. Anyone who does such things is an abomination to the Lord, and because of such abominations the Lord, your God, is driving these nations out of your way."
 
"The First Commandment: I am the Lord your God, Who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself a graven image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; you shall not bow down to them or serve them. It is written: 'You shall worship the Lord your God and Him only shall you serve'."

It is abundantly clear from the doctrine of Holy Church and from Holy Scriptures that it is a grave sin to communicate with the dead by conjuring those spirits. Those involved in The Sacred Art of Living Movement are violating the First Commandment by communicating with the dead! 

Definitions

· "Clairvoyance: The professed power of discerning objects not present to the senses."

· "Divination: The pseudo-science of predicting future events or exploring past events through occult means."

· "Druid: One of an ancient Celtic priesthood appearing in Irish and Welsh sagas and Christian legends as magicians and wizards."

· "Medium: One who practices necromancy."

· "Necromancy: Attempting to foretell the future or receive knowledge of past events through communication with the dead."

· "Soothsaying: The act of foretelling events."

· "Sorcery: Attempting to make a pact with satan to attain power in order to influence events in the world."

· "Spiritism: The attempt to communicate with departed souls. These practices often involve the use of ouija boards, séances, table-tapping and various forms of witchcraft. Even though there is some record of communication with the dead, this action is a sin against the respect that is owed God as creator."

This report prepared on October 29, 2007 by Ronald Smith, 11701 Maplewood Road, Chardon, Ohio 44024-8482, E-mail: hfministry@roadrunner.com. Readers may copy and distribute this report as desired to anyone as long as the content is not altered and it is copied in its entirety. In this little ministry I do free Catholic and occult related research and answer your questions. Questions are answered in this format with detailed footnotes on all quotes. If you would like to be on my list to get a copy of all Q&A’s I do, please send me a note. If you have a question(s), please submit it to this landmail or e-mail address. Answers are usually forthcoming within one week. If you find error(s) in my report(s), please notify me immediately!
+ Let us recover by penance what we have lost by sin +

THE OUIJA BOARD AND NECROMANCY
The Ouija Board - Not Just A Game 
Holy Spirit Interactive NEW AGE #11 HSI newsletter #99 January 22, 2006
By Marcia Montenegro 

Parker Brothers did not invent the Ouija Board. It had already been around for awhile when it was bought by Parker Brothers in 1966 and turned into a commercial success as a board game. 

Its beginnings lie in the distant past when an earlier version (a tripod device) was used in the ancient ways of Babylon and Greece to contact departed spirits. The tripod became the pointer now used with the Board, which is printed with the alphabet, the numbers 1-9, a 0 (zero), and the words 'Goodbye', 'Yes', and 'No'. 

There are other boards like this with different names, but with the same history and purpose. The modern version of this game was developed by a man named Planchette, a spiritualist (someone who contacts the dead as part of their religion). The Board was further transformed around the turn of the century under the direction and ownership of two men, Elijah J. Bond and William Fuld. Fuld’s name can be seen on the Ouija Board today. The name Ouija is a combination of the French and German words for 'yes': Oui and Ja. According to Bond and Fuld, the Board suggested its own name. 

The primary purpose of the board is and always has been to contact disembodied spirits. Contacting the dead is called necromancy, and contacting spirits is spiritism, both strongly condemned by God (Deuteronomy 18:9-12; Leviticus 19:31, 20:6; I Samuel 28, II Kings 21:6; Isaiah 8:19, 19:3-4). The Board’s translated name, 'yes, yes', is an ingenious and subtle way to invite spirit contact. Dead people cannot hang around after death; you cannot communicate with a dead person. 

The practices and techniques of contacting the dead and contacting spirits are used widely in the occult. Although the pointer is often moved intentionally or subconsciously by the players, you are putting yourself in a vulnerable position when using the Board. By 'playing' this 'game', you are showing an interest in spirit contact. If contact is made, it is demons (evil spirits, fallen angels), not the dead, who are responding. If Satan can disguise himself as "an angel of light" (2 Corinthians 11:14), then it is not improbable that fallen angels can disguise themselves as the dead. 

The Ouija Board is not harmless just because it is marketed as a game. Satan, the master of deception and seduction, is good at twisting the truth into lies (Genesis 3:1-6; John 8:44). Satan likes disguises and his lies are often disguised as games. The next time you are tempted to play the Ouija Board as a game, look beyond its disguise and see it for what it really is. Think about this: Just what or who are you trying to contact? God tells us to seek Him instead of the dead (Isaiah 8:19), and Christ "lives forever to plead with God" on behalf of those who believe Him (Hebrews 7:25b). 

Who wants the Ouija Board when you can know the One Who has "complete authority in heaven and on earth!" (Matthew28:18). If you are wondering about Christ, think on His words in John 5:23b-24, "He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him. I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life." 

FROM THE CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA

1. Spiritism 
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14221a.htm 
Spiritism is the name properly given to the belief that the living can and do communicate with the spirits of the departed, and to the various practices by which such communication is attempted.  
It should be carefully distinguished from Spiritualism, the philosophical doctrine which holds, in general, that there is a spiritual order of beings no less real than the material and, in particular, that the soul of man is a spiritual substance.  
Spiritism, moreover, has taken on a religious character. It claims to prove the preamble of all religions, i. e., the existence of a spiritual world, and to establish a world-wide religion in which the adherents of the various traditional faiths, setting their dogmas aside, can unite. If it has formulated no definite creed, and if its representatives differ in their attitudes toward the beliefs of Christianity, this is simply because Spiritism is expected to supply a new and fuller revelation which will either substantiate on a rational basis the essential Christian dogmas or show that they are utterly unfounded. The knowledge thus acquired will naturally affect conduct, the more so because it is hoped that the discarnate spirits, in making known their condition, will also indicate the means of attaining to salvation or rather of progressing, by a continuous evolution in the other world, to a higher plane of existence and happiness. 

THE PHENOMENA 

These are classified as physical and psychical. The former include: production of raps and other sounds; movements of objects (tables, chairs) without contact or with contact insufficient to explain the movement: "apports" i. e., apparitions of visible agency to convey them; moulds, i. e., impressions made upon paraffin and similar substances; luminous appearances, i. e., vague glimmerings or light or faces more or less defines; levitation, i. e., raising of objects from the ground by supposed supernormal means; materialization or appearance of a spirit in visible human form; spirit-photography, in which the feature or forms of deceased persons appear on the plate along with the likeness of a living photographed subject. The psychical, or significative, phenomena are those which express ideas or contain messages.  

To this class belong: table-rapping in answer to questions; automatic writing; slate-writing; trance-speaking; clairvoyance; descriptions of the spirit-world; and communications from the dead. 

HISTORY

For an account of Spiritistic practices in antiquity see Necromancy [page 9]. The modern phase was ushered in by the exhibitions of mesmerism and clairvoyance.  In its actual form, however, Spiritism dates from the year 1848 and from the experiences of the Fox family at Hydesville, and later at Rochester, in New York State.  
Strange "knockings" were heard in the house, pieces of furniture were moved about as though by invisible hands and the noises became so troublesome that sleep was impossible. At length the "rapper" began to answer questions, and a code of signals was arranged to facilitate communication. It was also found that to receive messages special qualifications were needed; these were possessed by Catherine and Margaret Fox, who are therefore regarded as the first "mediums" of modern times. Similar disturbances occurred in other parts of the country, notably at Stratford, Connecticut, in the house of Rev. Dr. Phelps, a Presbyterian minister, where the manifestations (1850-51) were often violent and the spirit-answers blasphemous.  
In 1851 the Fox girls were visited in Buffalo by three physicians who were professors in the university of that city.  As a result of their examination the doctors declared that the "raps" were simply "crackings" of the knee-joints.  But this statement did not lessen either the popular enthusiasm or the interest of more serious persons.  
The subject was taken up by men like Horace Greeley, Wm. Lloyd Garrison, Robert Hare, professor of chemistry in the University of Pennsylvania, and John Worth Edmonds, a judge of the Supreme Court of New York State.  

Conspicuous among the Spiritists was Andrew Jackson Davis, whose work, "The Principles of Nature" (1847), dictated by him in trance, contained a theory of the universe, closely resembling the Swedenborgian.  
Spiritism also found earnest advocates among clergymen of various denominations, especially the Universalists; it appealed strongly to many people who had lost all religious belief in a future life; and it was welcomed by those who were then agitating the question of a new social organization--the pioneers of modern Socialism.  
So widespread was the belief in Spiritism that in 1854 Congress was petitioned to appoint a scientific commission for the investigation of the phenomena.  The petition, which bore some 13,000 signatures, was laid on the table, and no action was taken.

In Europe the way had been prepared for Spiritism by the Swedenborgian movement and by an epidemic of table-turning which spread from the Continent to England and invaded all classes of society. It was still a fashionable diversion when, in 1852, two mediums, Mrs. Hayden and Mrs. Roberts, came from America to London, and held séances which attracted the attention of scientists as well as popular interest. Faraday, indeed, in 1853 showed that the table movements were due to muscular action, and Dr. Carpenter gave the same explanation; but many thoughtful persons, notably among the clergy, held to the Spiritistic interpretation. This was accepted also by Robert Owen, the socialist, while Professor De Morgan, the mathematician, in his account of a sitting with Mrs. Hayden, was satisfied that "somebody or some spirit was reading his thoughts". The later development in England was furthered by mediums who came from America: Daniel Dunglas Home (Hume) in 1855, the Davenport Brothers in 1864, and Henry Slade in 1876. Among the native mediums, Rev. William Stainton Moses became prominent in 1872, Miss Florence Cook in the same year, and William Eglinton in 1886.  Spiritism was advocated by various periodical publications, and defended in numerous works some of which were said to have been dictated by the spirits themselves, e. g., the "Spirit Teachings" of Stainton Moses, which purport to give an account of conditions in the other world and form a sort of Spiritistic theology. During this period also, scientific opinion on the subject was divided. While Professors Huxley and Tyndall sharply denounced Spiritism in practice and theory, Mr. (later Sir Wm.) Crookes and Dr. Alfred Russell Wallace regarded the phenomena as worthy of serious investigation. The same view was expressed in the report which the Dialectical Society published in 1871 after an inquiry extending over eighteen months, and at the Glasgow meeting of the British Association in 1876 Professor Barrett, F.R.S., concluded his account of the phenomena he had observed by urging the appointment of a committee of scientific men for the systematic investigation of such phenomena. 
The growth of Spiritism on the Continent was marked by similar transitions from popular curiosity to serious inquiry. As far back as 1787, the Exegetic and Philanthropic Society of Stockholm, adhering to the Swedenborgian view, had interpreted the utterances of "magnetized" subjects as messages from the spirit world. This interpretation gradually won favour in France and Germany; but it was not until 1848 that Cahagnet published at Paris the first volume of his "Arcanes de la vie future devoilees", containing what purported to be communications from the dead. The excitement aroused in Paris by table-turning and rapping led to an investigation by Count Agenor de Gasparin, whose conclusion ("Des Tables tournantes", (Paris, 1854) was that the phenomena originated in some physical force of the human body. Professor Thury of Geneva ("Les Tables tournantes", 1855) concurred in this explanation.  Baron de Guldenstubbe ("La Realite des Esprits" Paris, 1857), on the contrary, declared his belief in the reality of spirit intervention, and M. Rivail, known later as Allan Kardec, published the "spiritualistic philosophy" in "Le Livre des Esprits" (Paris, 1853), which became a guide-book to the whole subject.

In Germany also Spiritism was an outgrowth from "animal magnetism". J. H. Jung in his "Theorie der Geisterkunde" declared that in the state of trance the soul is freed from the body, but he regarded the trance itself as a diseased condition. Among the earliest German clairvoyants was Frau Frederica Hauffe, the "Seeress of Prevorst", whose experiences were related by Justinus Kerner in "Die Seherin von Prevorst" (Stuttgart, 1829).  
In its later development Spiritism was represented in scientific and philosophical circles by men of prominence, e.g., Ulrici, Fichte, Zullner, Fechner, and Wm. Weber. The last-named three conducted (1877-8) a series of experiments with the American medium Slade at Leipzig. The results were published in Zullner's "Wissenschaftliche Abhandlungen" (cf. Massey, "Transcendental Physics", London, 1880, in which the portions relating to spiritism are translated). Though considered important at the time, this investigation, owing to lack of caution and accuracy, cannot be regarded as a satisfactory test.  (Cf. "Report of the Seybert Commission", Philadelphia, 1887--, which also contains an account of an investigation conducted at the University of Pennsylvania with Slade and other mediums.)

The foregoing outline shows that modern Spiritism within a generation had passed beyond the limits of a merely popular movement and had challenged the attention of the scientific world. It had, moreover, brought about serious divisions among men of science. For those who denied the existence of a soul distinct from the organism it was a foregone conclusion that there could be no such communications as the Spiritists claimed. This negative view, of course, is still taken by all who accept the fundamental ideas of Materialism. But apart from any such a priori considerations, the opponents of Spiritism justified their position by pointing to innumerable cases of fraud which were brought to light either through closer examination of the methods employed or through the admissions of the mediums themselves.

In spite, however, of repeated exposure, there occurred phenomena which apparently could not be ascribed to trickery of any sort. The inexplicable character of these the sceptics attributed to faulty observation. The Spiritistic practices were simply set down as a new chapter in the long history of occultism, magic, and popular superstition. On the other hand, a certain number of thinkers felt obliged to confess that, after making due allowances for the element of fraud, there remained some facts which called for a more systematic investigation.  In 1869 the London Dialectical Society appointed a committee of thirty-three members "to investigate the phenomena alleged to be spiritual manifestations and to report thereon". The committee's report (1871) declares that "motion may be produced in solid bodies without material contact, by some hitherto unrecognized force operating within an undefined distance from the human organism, an beyond the range of muscular action"; and that "this force is frequently directed by intelligence". In 1882 there was organized in London the "Society for Psychical Research" for the scientific examination of what its prospectus terms "debatable phenomena". A motive for investigation was supplied by the history of hypnotism, which had been repeatedly ascribed to quackery and deception. Nevertheless, patient research conducted by rigorous methods had shown that beneath the error and imposture there lay a real influence which was to be accounted for, and which finally was explained on the theory of suggestion. The progress of Spiritism, it was thought, might likewise yield a residuum of fact deserving scientific explanation.
The Society for Psychical Research soon counted among its members distinguished representatives of science and philosophy in England and America; numerous associations with similar aims and methods were organized in various countries. The "Proceedings" of the Society contain detailed reports of investigations in Spiritism and allied subjects, and a voluminous literature, expository and critical, has been created. Among the most notable works are: "Phantasms of the Living" by Gurney, Myers, and Podmore (London, 1886); F.W.H. Myers, "Human Personality and Its Survival of Bodily Death" (London, 1903); and Sir Oliver Lodge, F.R.S., "The Survival of Man" (New York, 1909). In recent publications prominence is given to experiments with the mediums Mrs. Piper of Boston and Eusapia Palladino of Italy; and important contributions to the literature have been made by Professor Wm. James of Harvard, Dr. Richard Hodgson of Boston, Professor Charles Richet (University of Paris), Professor Henry Sidgwick (Cambridge University), Professor Th. Flournoy (University of Geneva), Professor Morselli (University of Genoa), Professor Cesare Lombroso (University of Turin), Professor James H. Hyslop (Columbia University), Professor Wm. R. Newbold (University of Pennsylvania).  While some of these writers maintain a critical attitude, others are outspoken in favour of Spiritism, and a few (Myers, James), lately deceased, arranged before death to establish communication with their surviving associates. 

HYPOTHESES

To explain the phenomena which after careful investigation and exclusion of fraud are regarded as authentic, three hypotheses have been proposed. The telepathic hypothesis takes as its starting-point the so-called subliminal consciousness. This, it is claimed, is subject to disintegration in such wise that segments of it may impress another mind (the percipient) even at a distance. The personality is liberated, so to speak, from the organism and invades the soul of another. A medium, on this hypothesis, would obtain information by thought-transference either from the minds of persons present at the séance or from other minds concerning whom the sitters know nothing. This view, it is held, would accord with the recognized facts of hypnosis and with the results of experimental telepathy; and it would explain what appear to be cases of possession.  
Similar to this is the hypothesis of psychical radiations which distinguishes in man the material body, the soul, and an intermediate principle, the "perispirit". This is a subtle fluid, or astral body, which in certain persons (mediums) can escape from the material organism and thus form a "double". It also accompanied the soul after death and it is the means by which communication is established with the peri-spirit of the mediums.  

The Spiritistic hypothesis maintains that the communications are received from disembodied spirits. Its advocates declare that telepathy is insufficient to account for all the facts, that its sphere of influence would have to be enlarged so as to include all the mental states and memories of living persons, and that even with such extension it would not explain the selective character of the phenomena by which facts relevant for establishing the personal identity of the departed are discriminated from those that are irrelevant. Telepathy at most may be the means by which discarnate spirits act upon the minds of living persons.

For those who admit that the manifestations proceed from intelligences other than that of the medium, the next question in order is whether these intelligences are the spirits of the departed or beings that have never been embodied in human forms. The reply had often been found difficult even by avowed believers in Spiritism, and some of these have been forced to admit the action of extraneous or non-human intelligences. This conclusion is based on several sorts of evidence: the difficulty of establishing spirit-identity, i. e., of ascertaining whether the communicator is actually the personality he or it purports to be; the love of personation on the part of the spirits which leads them to introduce themselves as celebrities who once lived on earth, although on closer questioning they show themselves quite ignorant of those whom they personate; the trivial character of the communications, so radically opposed to what would be expected from those who have passed into the other world and who naturally should be concerned to impart information on the most serious subjects; the contradictory statements which the spirits make regarding their own condition, the relations of God and man, the fundamental precepts of morality; finally the low moral tone which often pervades these messages from spirits who pretend to enlighten mankind. These deceptions and inconsistencies have been attributed by some authors to the subliminal consciousness (Flournoy), by others to spirits of a lower order, i. e., below the plane of humanity (Stainton Moses), while a third explanation refers them quite frankly to demonic intervention (Raupert, "Modern Spiritism", St. Louis, 1904; cf. Grasset, "The Marvels beyond Science," tr. Tubeuf, New York, 1910). 
For the Christian believer this third view acquired special significance from the fact that the alleged communications antagonize the essential truths of religion, such as the Divinity of Christ, atonement and redemption, judgment and future retribution, while they encourage agnosticism, pantheism, and a belief in reincarnation.

Spiritism indeed claims that it alone furnishes an incontestable proof of immortality, a scientific demonstration of the future life that far surpasses any philosophical deduction of Spiritualism, while it gives the death-blow to Materialism.  This claim, however, rests upon the validity of the hypothesis that the communications come from disembodied spirits; it gets no support from the telepathic hypothesis or from that of demonic intervention. If either of the latter should be verified the phenomena would be explained without solving or even raising the problem of human immortality. If, again, it were shown that the argument based on the data of normal consciousness and the nature of the soul cannot stand the test of criticism, the same test would certainly be fatal to a theory drawn from the mediumistic utterances which are not only the outcome of abnormal conditions, but are also open to widely different interpretations.  Even where all suspicion of fraud or collusion is removed--and this is seldom the case--a critical investigator will cling to the idea that phenomena which now seem inexplicable may eventually, like so many other marvels, be accounted for without having recourse to the Spiritistic hypothesis. Those who are convinced, on philosophical grounds, of the soul's immortality may say that communications from the spirit world, if any such there be, go to strengthen their conviction; but to abandon their philosophy and stake all on Spiritism would be more than hazardous; it would, indirectly at least, afford a pretext for a more complete rejection of soul and immortality. In other words, if Spiritism were the sole argument for a future life, Materialism, instead of being crushed, would triumph anew as the only possible theory for science and common sense. 

                                                                                         DANGERS

To this risk of philosophical error must be added the dangers, mental and moral, which Spiritistic practices involve. Whatever the explanations offered for the medium's "powers", their exercise sooner or later brings about a state of passivity which cannot but injure the mind. This is readily intelligible in the hypothesis of an invasion by extraneous spirits, since such a possession must weaken and tend to efface the normal personality.  But similar results may be expected if, as the alternate hypothesis maintains, a disintegration of the one personality takes place.  In either case, it is not surprising that the mental balance should be disturbed, and self-control impaired or destroyed.  Recourse to Spiritism frequently produces hallucinations and other aberrations, especially in subjects who are predisposed to insanity; and even those who are otherwise normal expose themselves to severe physical and mental strain (cf. Viollet, "Le spiritisme dans ses rapports avec la folie", Paris, 1908). 
More serious still is the danger of moral perversion. If to practise or encourage deception of any sort is reprehensible, the evil is certainly greater when fraud is resorted to in the inquiry concerning the future life. But apart from any intention to deceive, the methods employed would undermine the foundations of morality, either by producing a disintegration of personality or by inviting the invasion of an extraneous intelligence.  

It may be that the medium "yields, perhaps, innocently at first to the promptings of an impulse which may come to him as from a higher power, or that he is moved by an instinctive compulsion to aid in the development of his automatic romance--in any case, if he continues to abet and encourage this automatic prompting, it is not likely that he can long retain both honesty and sanity unimpaired. The man who looks on at his hand doing a thing, but acquits himself of responsibility for the thing done, can hardly claim to be considered as a moral agent; and the step is short to instigating and repeating a like action in the future, without the excuse of an overmastering impulse . . . To attend the séances of a professional medium is perhaps at worst to countenance a swindle; to watch the gradual development of innocent automatism into physical mediumship may be to assist at a process of moral degeneration" (Podmore, "Modern Spiritualism", II, 326 sqq.). 

ACTION OF THE CHURCH

As Spiritism has been closely allied with the practices of "animal magnetism" and hypnotism, these several classes of phenomena have also been treated under the same general head in the discussions of theologians and in the decisions of ecclesiastical authority. 
The Congregation of the Inquisition, 25 June, 1840, decreed: "Where all error, sorcery, and invocation of the demon, implicit or explicit, is excluded, the mere use of physical means which are otherwise lawful, is not morally forbidden, provided it does not aim at unlawful or evil results. But the application of purely physical principles and means to things or effects that are really supernatural, in order to explain these on physical grounds, is nothing else than unlawful and heretical deception". This decision was reiterated on 28 July, 1847, and a further decree was issued on 30 July, 1856, which, after mentioning discourses about religion, evocation of departed spirits and "other superstitious practices” of Spiritism, exhorts the bishops to put forth every effort for the suppression of these abuses "in order that the flock of the Lord may be protected against the enemy, the deposit of faith safeguarded, and the faithful preserved from moral corruption". 
The Second Plenary Council of Baltimore (1866), while making due allowance for fraudulent practice in Spiritism, declares that some at least of the manifestations are to be ascribed to Satanic intervention, and warns the faithful against lending any support to Spiritism or eve, out of curiosity, attending séances (Decreta, nn. 33-41). The council points out, in particular, the anti-Christian character of Spiritistic teachings concerning religion, and characterizes them as an attempt to revive paganism and magic. A decree of the Holy Office, 30 March, 1898, condemns Spiritistic practices, even though intercourse with the demon be excluded and communication sought with good spirits only. In all these documents the distinction is clearly drawn between legitimate scientific investigation and superstitious abuses. What the Church condemns in Spiritism is superstition with its evil consequences for religion and morality.

By Edward Pace. Transcribed by Janet Grayson. Taken from the New Advent Web Page (www.knight.org/advent).

This article is part of the Catholic Encyclopedia Project, an effort aimed at placing the entire Catholic Encyclopedia on the World Wide Web. The coordinator is Kevin Knight, editor of the New Advent Catholic Website. If you would like to contribute to this worthwhile project, you can contact him by e-mail at (knight@knight.org). 
Provided courtesy of: Eternal Word Television Network, PO Box 3610 Manassas, VA 22110 SYSOP@EWTN.COM 

2. Spiritualism 
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14229a.htm 
The term "spiritualism" has been frequently used to denote the belief in the possibility of communication with disembodied spirits, and the various devices employed to realize this belief in practice. The term "Spiritism" which obtains in Italy, France, and Germany, seems more apt to express this meaning.  

Spiritualism, then, suitable stands opposed to materialism. We may say in general that Spiritualism is the doctrine which denies that the contents of the universe are limited to matter and the properties and operations of matter. It maintains the existence of real being or beings (minds, spirits) radically distinct in nature from matter. It may take the form of Spiritualistic Idealism, which denies the existence of any real material being outside of the mind; or, whilst defending the reality of spiritual being, it may also allow the separate existence of the material world. Further, Idealistic Spiritualism may either take the form of Monism (e.g., with Fichte), which teaches that there exists a single universal mind or ego of which all finite minds are but transient moods or stages: or it may adopt a pluralistic theory (e.g. with Berkeley), which resolves the universe into a Divine Mind together with a multitude of finite minds into which the former infuses all those experiences that generate the belief in an external, independent, material world.  

The second or moderate form of Spiritualism, whilst maintaining the existence of spirit, and in particular the human mind or soul, as a real being distinct from the body, does not deny the reality of matter. It is, in fact, the common doctrine of Dualism. However, among the systems of philosophy which adhere to Dualism, some conceive the separateness or mutual independence of soul and body to be greater and others less.  

With some philosophers of the former class, soul and body seem to have been looked upon as complete beings merely accidentally united. For these a main difficulty is to give a satisfactory account of the inter-action of two beings so radically opposed in nature.

Historically, we find the early Greek philosophers tending generally towards Materialism. Sense experience is more impressive than our higher, rational consciousness, and sensation is essentially bound up with the bodily organism. Anaxagoras was the first, apparently, among the Greeks to vindicate the predominance of mind or reason in the universe. It was, however, rather as a principle of order, to account for the arrangement and design evident in nature as a whole, than to vindicate the reality of individual minds distinct from the bodies which they animate. Plato was virtually the father of western spiritualistic philosophy. He emphasized the distinction between the irrational or sensuous and the rational functions of the soul. He will not allow the superior elements in knowledge or the higher "parts" of the soul to be explained away in terms of the lower. Both subsist in continuous independence and opposition. Indeed, the rational soul is related to the body merely as the pilot to the ship or the rider to his horse. Aristotle fully recognized the spirituality of the higher rational activity of thought, but his treatment of its precise relation to the individual human soul is obscure. 
On the other hand, his conception of the union of soul and body, and of the unity of the human person, is much superior to that of Plato. Though the future life of the human soul, and consequently its capacity for an existence separate from the body, was one of the most fundamental and important doctrines of the Christian religion, yet ideas as to the precise meaning of spirituality were not at first clear, and we find several of the earliest Christian writers (though maintaining the future existence of the soul separate from the body), yet conceiving the soul in a more or less materialistic way (cf. Justin, Irenaeus, Tertullian, Clement, etc.). The Catholic philosophic doctrine of Spiritualism received much of its development from St. Augustine, the disciple of Platonic philosophy, and its completion from Albertus Magnus and St. Thomas, who perfected the Aristotelian account of the union of soul and body.

Modern Spiritualism, especially of the more extreme type, has its origin in Descartes.  Malebranche, and indirectly Berkeley, who contributed so much in the sequel to Monistic Idealism, are indebted to Descartes, whilst every form of exaggerated Dualism which set mind and body in isolation and contrast traces its descent from him. In spite of serious faults and defects in their systems, it should be recognized that Descartes and Leibnitz contributed much of the most effective resistance to the wave of Materialism which acquired such strength in Europe at the end of the eighteenth and during the first half of the nineteenth centuries. In particular, Maine de Biran, who emphasized the inner activity and spirituality of the will, followed by Jouffroy and Cousin, set up so vigorous an opposition to the current Materialism as to win for their theories the distinctive title of "Spiritualism". In Germany, in addition to Kant, Fichte, and other Monistic Idealists, we find Lotze and Herbart advocating realistic forms of Spiritualism. In England, among the best-known advocates of Dualistic Spiritualism, were, in succession to the Scottish School, Hamilton and Martineau; and of Catholic writers, Brownson in America, and W. G. Ward in England. 

EVIDENCE FOR THE DOCTRINE OF SPIRITUALISM

Whilst modern Idealists and writers advocating an extreme form of Spiritualism have frequently fallen into grievous error in their own positive systems, their criticisms of Materialism and their vindication of the reality of spiritual being seem to contain much sound argument and some valuable contributions, as was indeed to be expected, to this controversy.  

1) Epistemological Proof 

The line of reasoning adopted by Berkeley against Materialism has never met with any real answer from the latter.  If we were compelled to choose between the two, the most extreme Idealistic Materialism would be incomparably the more logical creed to hold. Mind is more intimately known than matter, ideas are more ultimate than molecules.  

External bodies are only known in terms of consciousness. To put forward as a final explanation that thought is merely a motion or property of certain bodies, when all bodies are, in the last resort, only revealed to us in terms of our thinking activity, is justly stigmatized by all classes of Spiritualists as utterly irrational. When the Materialist or Sensationist reasons out his doctrine, he is landed in hopeless absurdity.  

Materialism is in fact the answer of the men who do not think, who are apparently quite unaware of the presuppositions which underlie all science.  

(2) Teleological Proof 

The contention, old as Anaxagoras, that the order, adaptation, and design evidently revealed in the universe postulate a principle distinct from matter for its explanation is also a valid argument for Spiritualism. Matter cannot arrange itself. Yet that there is arrangement in the universe, an that this postulates the agency of a principle other than matter, is continually more and more forced upon us by the utter failure of natural selection to meet the demands made on it during the last half of the past century to accomplish by the blind, fortuitous action of physical agents work demanding the highest intelligence.  

(3) Ethical Proof 

The denial of spiritual beings distinct from, and in some sense independent of, matter inexorably involves the annihilation of morality.  If the mechanical or materialistic theory of the universe be true, every movement and change of each particle of matter is the inevitable outcome of previous physical conditions. There is no room anywhere for effective human choice or purpose in the world. Consequently, all those notions which form the constituent elements of man's moral creed--duty, obligation, responsibility, merit, desert, and the rest--are illusions of the imagination. Virtue and vice, fraud and benevolence are alike the inevitable outcome of the individual's circumstances, and ultimately as truly beyond his control as the movement of the piston is in regard to the steam-engine.   

(4) Inefficacy and Uselessness of Mind in the Materialist View 

Again, unless the reality of spirit distinct from, and independent of, matter be admitted, the still more incredible conclusion inexorably follows that mind, thought, consciousness play no really operative part in the world's history. If mind is not a real distinct energy, capable of interfering with, guiding, and influencing the movements of matter, then clearly it has played no real part in the creations of art, literature, or science. Consciousness is merely an inefficacious by-product, an epiphenomenon which has never modified in any degree the movements of matter concerned in the history of the human race. 
(5) Psychological Proof 

The outcome of all the main theses of psychology, empirical and rational, in Catholic systems of philosophy is the establishment of a Spiritualistic Dualism, and the determination of the relations of soul and body. Analysis of the higher activities of the soul, and especially of the operations of intellectual conception, judgment, reasoning, and self-conscious reflection, proves the faculty of intellect and the soul to which it belongs to be of a spiritual nature, distinct from matter, and not the outcome of a power inherent in a bodily organ. At the same time the Scholastic doctrine, better than any other system, furnishes a conception of the union of soul and body which accounts for the extrinsic dependence of the spiritual operations of the mind on the organism; whilst maintaining the spiritual nature of the soul, it safeguards the union of soul and body in a single person.

Michael Maher and Joseph Bolland. Transcribed by Janet Grayson.
3. Necromancy
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10735a.htm 
(nekros, "dead", and manteia, "divination") 

Necromancy is a special mode of divination by the evocation of the dead. Understood as nigromancy (niger, black), which is the Italian, Spanish and old French form, the term suggests "black" magic or "black" art, in which marvellous results are due to the agency of evil spirits, while in "white" magic they are due to human dexterity and trickery. The practice of necromancy supposes belief in the survival of the soul after death, the possession of a superior knowledge by the disembodied spirit, and the possibility of communication between the living and the dead. The circumstances and conditions of this communication — such as time, place, and rites to be followed — depend on the various conceptions which were entertained concerning the nature of the departed soul, its abode, its relations with the earth and with the body in which it previously resided. As divinities frequently were but human heroes raised to the rank of gods, necromancy, mythology, and demonology are in close relation, and the oracles of the dead are not always easily distinguished from the oracles of the gods. 
                                                         Necromancy in pagan countries

Along with other forms of divination and magic, necromancy is found in every nation of antiquity, and is a practice common to paganism at all times and in all countries, but nothing certain can be said as to the place of its origin. Strabo (Geogr., XVI, ii, 39) says that it was the characteristic form of divination among the Persians. 
It was also found in Chaldea, Babylonia and Etruria (Clemens Alex., "Protrepticum", II, in Migne, P.G., VIII, 69; Theodoret, "Græcarum affectionum curatlo", X, in P.G., LXXXIII, 1076). Isaias (19:3) refers to its practice in Egypt, and Moses (Deuteronomy 18:9-12) warns the Israelites against imitating the Canaanite abominations, among which seeking the truth from the dead is mentioned. 
In Greece and Rome the evocation of the dead took place especially in caverns, or in volcanic regions, or near rivers and lakes, where the communication with the abodes of the dead was thought to be easier. Among these, nekromanteia, psychomanteia, or psychopompeia, the most celebrated were the oracle in Thesprotia near the River Acheron, which was supposed to be one of the rivers of hell, another in Laconia near the promontory of Tænarus, in a large and deep cavern from which a black and unwholesome vapour issued, and which was considered as one of the entrances of hell, others at Aornos in Epirus and Heraclea on the Propontis. In Italy the oracle of Cumæ, in a cavern near Lake Avernus in Campania, was one of the most famous. 

The oldest mention of necromancy is the narrative of Ulysses' voyage to Hades (Odyssey, XI) and of his evocation of souls by means of the various rites indicated by Circe. It is noteworthy that, in this instance, although Ulysses' purpose was to consult the shade of Tiresias, he seems unable to evoke it alone; a number of others also appear, together or successively. As parallel to this passage of Homer may be mentioned the sixth book of Virgil's Æneid, which relates the descent of Æneas into the infernal regions. But here there is no true evocation, and the hero himself goes through the abodes of the souls. Besides these poetical and mythological narratives, several instances of necromantic practices are recorded by historians. At Cape Tænarus Callondas evoked the soul of Archilochus, whom he had killed (Plutarch, "De sera numinis vindicta", xvii). Periander tyrant of Corinth, and one of the seven wise men of Greece, sent messengers to the oracle on the River Acheron to ask his dead wife, Melissa, in what place she had laid a stranger's deposit. Her phantom appeared twice and, at the second appearance, gave the required information (Herodotus, V, xcii). Pausanias, King of Sparta, had killed Cleonice, whom he had mistaken for an enemy during the night, and in consequence he could find neither rest nor peace, but his mind was filled with strange fears. After trying many purifications and expiations, he went to the psychopompeion of Phigalia, or Heraclea, evoked her soul, and received the assurance that his dreams and fears would cease as soon as he should have returned to Sparta. Upon his arrival there he died (Pausanias III, xvii, 8, 9; Plutarch, "De sera num. vind.", x; "Vita Cimonis", vi). After his death, the Spartans sent to Italy for psychagogues to evoke and appease his manes (Plutarch, "Desera num. vind.", xvii). Necromancy is mixed with oneiromancy in the case of Elysius of Terina in Italy, who desired to know if his son's sudden death was due to poisoning. He went to the oracle of the dead and, while sleeping in the temple, had a vision of both his father and his son who gave him the desired information (Plutarch, "Consolatio ad Apollonium", xiv). 

Among the Romans, Horace several times alludes to the evocation of the dead (see especially Satires, I, viii, 25 sq.). Cicero testifies that his friend Appius practised necromancy (Tuscul. quæst., I, xvi), and that Vatinius called up souls from the netherworld (in Vatin., vi). The same is asserted of the Emperors Drusus (Tacitus, "Annal.", II, xxviii), Nero (Suetonius, "Nero", xxxiv; Pliny, "Hist. nat.", XXX, v), and Caracalla (Dio Cassius, LXXVII, xv). The grammarian Apion pretended to have conjured up the soul of Homer, whose country and parents he wished to ascertain (Pliny, "Hist. nat.", XXX, vi) and Sextus Pompeius consulted the famous Thessalian magician Erichto to learn from the dead the issue of the struggle between his father and Cæsar (Lucan, "Pharsalia", VI). Nothing certain can be said concerning the rites or incantations which were used; they seem to have been very complex, and to have varied in almost every instance. In the Odyssey, Ulysses digs a trench, pours libations around it, and sacrifices black sheep whose blood the shades drink before speaking to him. Lucan (Pharsalia, VI) describes at length many incantations, and speaks of warm blood poured into the veins of a corpse as if to restore it to life. Cicero (In Vatin., VI) relates that Vatinius, in connexion with the evocation of the dead, offered to the manes the entrails of children, and St. Gregory Nazianzen mentions that boys and virgins were sacrificed and dissected for conjuring up the dead and divining (Orat. I contra Julianum, xcii, in P.G., XXV 624). 
                                                                  Necromancy in the Bible

In the Bible necromancy is mentioned chiefly in order to forbid it or to reprove those who have recourse to it. The Hebrew term 'ôbôth (sing., 'ôbh) denotes primarily the spirits of the dead, or "pythons", as the Vulgate calls them (Deuteronomy 18:11; Isaiah 19:3), who were consulted in order to learn the future (Deuteronomy 18:10, 11; 1 Samuel 28:8), and gave their answers through certain persons in whom they resided (Leviticus 20:27; 1 Samuel 28:7), but is also applied to the persons themselves who were supposed to foretell events under the guidance of these "divining" or "pythonic" spirits (Leviticus 20:6; 1 Samuel 28:3, 9; Isaiah 19:3). The term yidde 'onim (from yada, "to know"), which is also used, but always in conjunction with 'obôth, refers either to knowing spirits and persons through whom they spoke, or to spirits who were known and familiar to the wizards. The term 'obh signifies both "a diviner" and "a leathern bag for holding water" (Job xxxii, 19 uses it in the latter sense), but scholars are not agreed whether we have two disparate words, or whether it is the same word with two related meanings. Many maintain that it is the same in both instances as the diviner was supposed to be the recipient and the container of the spirit. The Septuagint translates 'obôth, as diviners, by "ventriloquists" (eggastrimthouoi), either because the translators thought that the diviner's alleged communication with the spirit was but a deception, or rather because of the belief common in antiquity that ventriloquism was not a natural faculty, but due to the presence of a spirit. Perhaps, also, the two meanings may be connected on account of the peculiarity of the voice of the ventriloquist, which was weak and indistinct, as if it came from a cavity. 
Isaias (8:19) says that necromancers "mutter" and makes the following prediction concerning Jerusalem: "Thou shalt speak out of the earth, and thy speech shall be heard out of the ground, and thy voice shall be from the earth like that of the python and out of the ground thy speech shall mutter" (xxix, 4). Profane authors also attribute a distinctive sound to the voice of the spirits or shades, although they do not agree in characterizing it. Homer (Iliad, XXIII, 101; Od., XXIV, 5, 9) uses the verb trizein, and Statius (Thebais, VII, 770) stridere, both of which mean "to utter a shrill cry"; Horace qualifies their voice as triste et acutum (Sat., I, viii, 40); Virgil speaks of their vox exigua (Æneid, VI, 492) and of the gemitus lacrymabilis which is heard from the grave (op. cit., III, 39); and in a similar way Shakespeare says that "the sheeted dead did squeak and gibber in the Roman streets" (Hamlet, I, i). 

The Mosaic Law forbids necromancy (Leviticus 19:31; 20:6), declares that to seek the truth from the dead is abhorred by God (Deuteronomy 18:11, 12), and even makes it punishable by death (Leviticus 20:27; cf. 1 Samuel 28:9). Nevertheless, owing especially to the contact of the Hebrews with pagan nations, we find it practised in the time of Saul (1 Samuel 28:7, 9), of Isaias, who strongly reproves the Hebrews on this ground (8:19; 19:3; 29:4, etc.), and of Manasses (2 Kings 21:6; 2 Chronicles 33:6). The best known case of necromancy in the Bible is the evocation of the soul of Samuel at Endor (1 Samuel 28). King Saul was at war with the Philistines, whose army had gathered near that of Israel. He "was afraid and his heart was very much dismayed. And he consulted the Lord, and he answered him not, neither by dreams, nor by priests, nor by prophets" (5, 6). Then he went to Endor, to a woman who had "a divining spirit", and persuaded her to call the soul of Samuel. The woman alone saw the prophet, and Saul recognized him from the description she gave of him. But Saul himself spoke and heard the prediction that, as the Lord had abandoned him on account of his disobedience, he would be defeated and killed. This narrative has given rise to several interpretations. Some deny the reality of the apparition and claim that the witch deceived Saul; thus St. Jerome (In Is., iii, vii, 11, in P.L., XXIV, 108; in Ezech., xiii, 17, in P.L., XXV, 119) and Theodoret, who, however, adds that the prophecy came from God (In I Reg., xxviii, QQ. LXIII, LXIV, in P.G., LXXX, 589). Others attribute it to the devil, who took Samuel's appearance; thus St. Basil (In Is., viii, 218, in P.G., XXX, 497), St. Gregory of Nyssa ("De pythonissa, ad Theodos, episc. epist.", in P.G., XLV, 107-14), and Tertullian (De anima, LVII, in P.L., II, 794). Others, finally, look upon Samuel's apparition as real; thus Josephus (Antiq. Jud., VI, xiv, 2), St. Justin (Dialogus cum Tryphone Judæo, 105, in P.G., VI, 721), Origen (In I Reg., xxviii, "De Engastrimytho", in P.G., XII, 1011-1028), St. Ambrose (In Luc., i, 33, in P.L., XV, 1547), and St. Augustine, who finally adopted this view after having held the others (De diversis quæst. ad Simplicianum, III, in P.L., XL, 142-44; De octo Dulcitii quæst., VI, in P.L., XL, 162-65; De cura pro mortuis, xv, in P.L., XL, 606; Christian Doctrine II.23). St. Thomas (Summa, II-II, Q. clxxiv, a. 5, ad 4 um) does not pronounce. The last interpretation of the reality of Samuel's apparition is favoured both by the details of the narrative and by another Biblical text which convinced St. Augustine: "After this, he [Samuel] slept, and he made known to the king, and showed him the end of his life, and he lifted up his voice from the earth in prophecy to blot out the wickedness of the nation" (Ecclus., xlvi, 23). 
                                                     Necromancy in the Christian era

In the first centuries of the Christian era the practice of necromancy was common among pagans, as the Fathers frequently testify (see, e.g., Tertullian, "Apol.", xxiii, P.L., I, 470; "De anima", LVI, LVII, in P.L., II, 790 sqq.; Lactantius, "Divinæ institutiones", IV, xxvii, in P.L., VI, 531). It was associated with other magical arts and other forms of demoniacal practices, and Christians were warned against such observances "in which the demons represent themselves as the souls of the dead" (Tertullian, De anima, LVII, in P.L., II, 793). Nevertheless, even Christians converted from paganism sometimes indulged in them. The efforts of Church authorities, popes, and councils, and the severe laws of Christian emperors, especially Constantine, Constantius, Valentinian, Valens, Theodosius, were not directed specifically against necromancy, but in general against pagan magic, divination, and superstition. In fact, little by little the term necromancy lost its strict meaning and was applied to all forms of black art, becoming closely associated with alchemy, witchcraft, and magic. Notwithstanding all efforts, it survived in some form or other during the Middle Ages, but was given a new impetus at the time of the Renaissance by the revival of the neo-Platonic doctrine of demons. In his memoirs (translated by Roscoe, New York, 1851, ch. xiii) Benvenuto Cellini shows how vague the meaning of necromancy had become when he relates that he assisted at "necromantic" evocations in which multitudes of "devils" appeared and answered his questions. Cornelius Agrippa ("De occulta philosophia", Cologne, 1510, tr. by J. F., London, 1651) indicates the magical rites by which souls are evoked. In recent times, necromancy, as a distinct belief and practice, reappears under the name of spiritism, or spiritualism (see Spiritism above).
The Church does not deny that, with a special permission of God, the souls of the departed may appear to the living, and even manifest things unknown to the latter. But, understood as the art or science of evoking the dead, necromancy is held by theologians to be due to the agency of evil spirits, for the means taken are inadequate to produce the expected results. 
In pretended evocations of the dead, there may be many things explainable naturally or due to fraud; how much is real, and how much must be attributed to imagination and deception, cannot be determined, but real facts of necromancy, with the use of incantations and magical rites, are looked upon by theologians, after St. Thomas, II-II, Q. xcv, aa. iii, iv, as special modes of divination, due to demoniacal intervention, and divination itself is a form of superstition.

Nihil Obstat. October 1, 1911. Remy Lafort, S.T.D., Censor. Imprimatur. +John Cardinal Farley, Abp. of New York.
EXORCISM - The Roman Ritual — 1952 A.D.
http://www.trosch.org/chu/exorcism.htm EXTRACT
8. Some [spirits] reveal a crime which has been committed and the perpetrators thereof, as well as the means of putting an end to it. Yet the afflicted person must beware of having recourse on this account to sorcerers or necromancers or to any parties except the ministers of the Church, or of making use of any superstitious or forbidden practice. 
20. During the exorcism [the priest-exorcist] shall preferably employ words from Holy Writ, rather than forms of his own or of someone else. He shall, moreover, command the devil to tell whether he is detained in that body by necromancy, by evil signs or amulets; and if the one possessed has taken the latter by mouth, he should be made to vomit them; if he has them concealed on his person, he should expose them; and when discovered they must be burned. Moreover, the person should be exhorted to reveal all his temptations to the exorcist. 
THE OCCULT ENNEAGRAM AND NECROMANCY
The Enneagram and ‘Kything’: Is it really prayer, necromancy or just damn good marketing?
http://members.iinet.net.au/~fmi/kything.htm 
(Catholic evangelist Eddie Russell, Blaze Magazine, Flame Ministries International, reports on the Enneagram in his in-depth study of 'Kything Prayer' as taught by Sr. Barbara Metz, SND and Fr. John Burchill, OP in their book The Enneagram and Prayer [available at the St. Pauls bookshops]. The Enneagram is New Age, says the Vatican Document of February 3, 2003. It is an occult personality typing device. See 
ENNEAGRAMS - SUMMARY

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ENNEAGRAMS_SUMMARY.doc
ENNEAGRAM PRACTITIONER MINISTERS AT DIVINE RETREAT CENTRE, MURINGOOR
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ENNEAGRAM%20PRACTITIONER%20MINISTERS%20AT%20DIVINE%20RETREAT%20CENTRE.doc.)
EXTRACT Here we go again, yet another prayer technique to help know who we really are. Ho-hum, the Self-Awareness Supermarkets are full of them. After all, we Catholics need a "wider view" and an "open mind" if we are going to get to know OURSELVES better, say the manufacturers. Well, here's a real doozey! It would have to be the fastest selling line at the moment. It is called...
Kything Prayer.
This is a way of calling up another person's spirit to enter you, so that you can use their energy and gifts for yourself. You can also let others "centre" into your spirit to call your spirit to them. You can do this with saints as well as others who are dead and it's all done in the name of Christian Prayer.

Not only that, the Enneagram, from which it comes, is the face of Jesus according to catholic priest Fr. Richard Rohr who stated at an enneagram retreat for nuns in England during 1994, “When I look upon the enneagram, I look upon the face of Christ.”
In secular marketing it is an offense to produce "false and misleading" advertising.
The fines are heavy, often as much as $60,000 + in Australia. Yet in the "Spiritual Fast Food Market" it seems only too acceptable and without censure. In this market they can sell any product manufactured by another company (in this case Sufism), wrap it in your packaging (Christianity) and sell it off as a genuine product. 
These protagonists get away with it because your company's packaging has a "Good" reputation and has been in business for 2000 years: They are guaranteed a best seller every time. This is especially successful if they can convince the Company Executives (Bishops) because the shareholders and members (Congregations), apart from the public, will believe anything they tell them. It will then be easier to convince them that the "Company Founder" (Jesus) intended it in His Last Will & Testament (Bible) in the first place.
After all, the Company Executives have been trained as "Executors" of His Will and the members have probably not read it anyway, let alone understood it. They will easily accept what is said without asking too many questions. But, just in case, say as little as possible, and inform them that it has been "Christianized". This should keep them happy while they have a little taste to see how good it is. They will then feast merrily to their hearts content. By the time they get their teeth into it, they will have discarded the packaging, absorbed the contents and, voila! Another one bites the dust!

Let's not just take my word for it.
Let's look at what Sr. Barbara Metz, S.N.D. and Fr. John Burchill, O.P. say in their book, "the enneagram and prayer." (appendix 3, pages 108, 109, 110) and decide for yourself.
[Throughout the rest of this article, all emphasis in quotes will be mine].
After quoting Jesus Prayer that we may all be one in Him, and how He and the Father would make their home in the us who keep His Word in John 17: 21, and John 14: 23, the "Christian Packaging" is discarded and the true nature of the contents are revealed, saying, "This kind of connection at a deep level can also be found in the relationships between human person's and for this reason Kything can be a valuable practice for persons when they are feeling compulsed or under some particular stress which seems overwhelming."
Note that this is not about the prayer that Jesus spoke of previously, but that which is between human and human and, God doesn't come into it at all. The writer continues, "Kything is an activity that brings about a communion at the level of the spirit."
Now this is a beaut' copy line guaranteed to attract Christians who are hungrily looking for spiritual food.
But, what communion, and what spirit is it referring to? The next two sentences reveal it, "It involves focusing your spiritual presence in another person or their presence in you. When we Kythe with another person, at the level of the spirit with all of its energy and giftedness, we can share in their energies and giftedness."
Another name for this practice is called, "Centering Prayer" and under this title it is promoted far and wide in many parishes.
It is clear that this is not what Jesus was referring to and, it also ignores the Biblical truth that "Every good and perfect gift comes from above, coming down from the Father of lights." (James 1: 7) Now we are seeing the subtle introduction of four Key "Christian" words, "communion", "spirit", "gifts" and "union." Also, notice the word "in".
According to Burchill and Metz you can have another person's spirit in you rather than being filled with the Holy Spirit and His Gifts, which is the authentic source of true Christian prayer.
Well if this isn't enough to alert the discerning consumer to a major spiritual problem, we find in the next paragraph a claim that the Enneagram will give you health, wholeness and even, redemption. It continues, "Through the knowledge of the Enneagram we learn the Arrow Theory in which we discover that the way to health, wholeness or redemption is for each personality to MOVE AGAINST THE ARROW."
They claim the Enneagram to be the Saviour! Then it follows on regarding Gifts
"In the fall of 1985 I, John had to present the Enneagram program for the first time alone.... I drew strength at that time from a Kything prayer with Barbara, who is a SEVEN, and her gifts and energy helped me become a bit more serene in approaching the weekend... In Kything prayer you want to choose someone who is close to you, and whom you trust, and to whom you can trust yourself. You can choose someone who is in your good space (where you move against the arrow) and whose gifts you need."

The Enneagram is Necromancy!
As the writer continues we find another very disturbing comment. "The person does not need to be physically present (Barbara was in Kenya when I Kythed with her), nor need the person be living. We can Kythe also with saints or with Jesus." Oops! We can also Kythe with the dead!
Notice the writer uses a small "s" for "saints" and doesn't use "the" to prefix it. If calling up the spirits of the dead isn't bad enough, it continues with specific instructions on how to do it. "At times in our workshops some people express uncomfortableness with entering into another's centre, but could invite the other person's spirit into themselves. Do whatever is easy for you. Kything occurs in either form of union.... Invite the giftedness or energy you need to flow through your Kything partner and into you, be open to receive the gift or energy and welcome them in quiet."
As Catholics we believe in the Communion of Saints, but there is nothing in Catholic Teaching that even suggests that we contact the dead let alone call on their spirits to enter us. Clearly, the Enneagram is inviting possession. In addition it is a serious invasion of another person's soul and will and contravenes the teaching of the Catholic Church as well as Holy Scripture.

It doesn't take much discernment to realise what 'spirit' is in operation here!
Nor do you have to be a scripture scholar to realise that all this has absolutely no foundation in Scripture. In fact it isn't Prayer at all! (which is always directed to God). It is a purely "Psycho-spiritual-connection" and is diametrically opposed to Scripture. It denigrates the Holy Spirit and His Gifts to something that can be obtained by conjuring up a human spirit for your salvation and your needs, regardless of whether they be dead or alive. It also ignores the teaching of the Apostle Paul, "My God will fully supply whatever you need, in accord with his glorious riches in Christ Jesus." (Philippians 4:19) Saint Peter's warning in 2 Peter 2: 19, is timely, "They promise them freedom, though they themselves are slaves of corruption, for a person is a slave of whatever overcomes him."

This text of St. Peter is also reflected in the Vatican Document:
Letter to the Bishops of the Catholic Church on some aspects of Christian Meditation.
3. Christian prayer is always determined by the structure of the Christian faith, in which the very truth of God and creatures shines forth. For this reason, it is defined properly speaking, as a personal, intimate and profound dialogue between man and God. It expresses, therefore, the communion of redeemed creatures with the intimate life of the persons of the Trinity. This communion, based on baptism and the Eucharist, source and summit of the life of the Church, implies an attitude of conversion, a flight from "self" to the "you" of God.
Thus Christian prayer is at the same time always authentically personal and communitarian. It flees from impersonal techniques or from concentrating on oneself, which can create a kind of rut, imprisoning the person praying in a spiritual privatism which is incapable of free openness to the transcendental God.
Within the Church, in the legitimate search for new methods of meditation it must always be borne in mind that the essential element of authentic Christian prayer is the meeting of two freedoms, the infinite freedom of God with the finite freedom of man.
(Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith", Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger (now Pope Benedict), Prefect, and Archbishop Alberto Bovone, Secretary. October 15, 1989).

The original and authentic product.
Saint Paul states in 1 Cor. 12-11, "There are different kinds of Spiritual Gifts but the same (Holy) Spirit; there are different forms of service but the same Lord: there are different workings but the same God who produces all of them in everyone (Christians). To each individual (Christian) the manifestation of the (Holy) Spirit is given for some benefit. To one is given through the (Holy) Spirit the expression of Wisdom; to another the expression of Knowledge according to the same (Holy) Spirit; to another Faith by the same (Holy) Spirit; to another Gifts of Healing by the one (Holy) Spirit; to another Miracles; to another Prophecy; to another Discernment of spirits; to another varieties of Tongues; to another Interpretation of Tongues. But one and the same (Holy) Spirit produces all these, distributing them individually to each person as he wishes." 

You may note that there are nine gifts of the Holy Spirit and there are nine numbers on the enneagram [Once called Sin Types but now called 'Personality Types']. The enneagram replaces the Gifts of the Holy Spirit!

The "arrow theory" is presented as our redemption, healing and wholeness.
Thus, the Enneagram contradicts Scripture, Kything becomes the way of salvation and thereby denies Jesus Christ as Lord, Redeemer and Healer who alone makes us whole. The authentic message in Ephesians 1: 7 says, "In Him (Jesus) we have redemption by his blood, the forgiveness of our transgressions, in accord with the riches of his grace that he has lavished upon us"... "In him you also, who have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and have believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit which is the first installment of our inheritance towards redemption as God's possession."
Again in Isaiah 53: 4-5, "Yet it was our infirmities that he bore, our sufferings that he endured, while we thought of him as stricken as one smitten by God and afflicted. But he was pierced for our offenses, crushed for our sins. Upon him was the chastisement that makes us whole, by his stripes we were healed."
Matthew's Gospel chapter 8: 16-17 also states, "When it was evening they brought him many who were possessed by demons, and he drove out the spirits by a word and cured ALL the sick, to fulfill what had been spoken by the prophet: 'He took away our infirmities and bore our diseases".
It is Jesus, and Jesus alone who gives Gifts, Saves, Heals, Redeems and makes us Whole, no other! Need I really quote the passages of Scripture that forbids us to communicate with the dead? (Necromancy). I'm sure you are familiar with them but just in case, read Deuteronomy 18:11-12, for one example.

A clever and subtle change of strategy.
Originally those who marketed the Enneagram stated that "Jesus had all "Nine Sin Types."
In 1991 I challenged the then Jesuit director of the Catholic Education Office in Western Australia about their use of the Enneagram stating that this contradicted Scripture and Catholic Doctrine: Although Jesus was tempted in every way that we are, He did not sin! "For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weakness, but one who has similarly been tested in every way, yet without sin." (Hebrews 4:15).
After a lengthy debate about this and his feminist agenda the "Sin Types" were rewritten to read "Personality Types" but that is all that changed. Each "Sin Type" or "Personality Type" still has a "number" and an "animal" which may be a Bear or an Owl or some other beast. Clearly this is Totemism and reads somewhat like a Horoscope or Numerology Personality Analysis. All of which is incompatible with Catholic teaching. The Enneagram gives you a "Number and a Beast". Now doesn't that sound familiar? The packaging has changed, but the contents stay the same.


As for the "Arrow Theory" Saint Paul has a little theory of his own.
In Ephesians 6:10, where he says, "Finally, draw your strength from the Lord and from His mighty power" and in verse 16, "In all circumstances, hold faith as a shield, to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one" and in verse 18, "With all prayer and supplication, pray at every opportunity in the (Holy) Spirit." Yes, Christians are supposed to "move against the arrows" but not to connect with them! But to extinguish them by faith. "Thus faith comes by what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word of Christ." (Romans 10: 17). I am sure that if Catholics knew their Faith and the Biblical Word of God, they would not be so easily deceived by the subtle marketing and copy writing techniques of those who would have us believe that Jesus is lacking in "Good Gifts" and "Real Food".
I was listening to a tape recently on which Fr. Richard Rohr (whilst conducting an Enneagram Retreat for Nuns in England), said that, when he looked upon the Enneagram, he looked upon the face of Christ. Now that's a real problem! Jesus is an Enneagram! Or just as bad, the Enneagram is [God] Jesus! How can any intelligent person accept such obvious serious heresy and, not only accept it, but take up the practice? It defeats me. But I suppose that just proves my point about plausible people.

What is the Enneagram and where does it come from?
Briefly, the Enneagram is from Sufism and was developed by George Ivanovitch Gurdjieff in its current form. Gurdjieff was an Armenian living in Russia from 1877 to 1947. Gurdjieff, who was an occultist and Sufi master, held the view that the universe is "a living and evolving structure administered by conscious beings" and, that universe is also "an intelligent organism."
In his book, "Beelzebub's Tales to His Grandson" for example, Gurdjieff puts forward the argument that Beelzebub is not the Prince of Darkness found in Christian theology, but a member of the Cosmic Council. Gurdjieff also spoke of the planets and the moon as living beings. He was also deeply immersed in esoteric circles and taught about planetary influences, astral bodies, clairvoyance, telepathy, Kundalini and the Tarot Cards to name a few occult practices. Never-the-less many clergy and religious teach the Enneagram claiming that they have so-called, "Christianized" it.

The enneagram - a prerequisite to becoming a Catholic Catechist.
I had stated previously on this page that "the Enneagram is a prerequisite at the Catholic Education Office in Perth for anyone training to be a teacher". This resulted from a conversation with the Jesuit director of the CEO in 1991. In addition, we received information before and after the first print publication in 1994 from teachers who told us that the Enneagram was part of their formation.
In an email letter received on June 26 03 from Mr. Eric Chidlow, Assistant Director Religious Education and Faith Formation Section of the CEO in Perth WA stated that the Enneagram as a "prerequisite" was not correct and there is no statement or document that supports that claim and demanded that I remove this reference from this page. I informed him that I was glad to hear that, and if he would send me a Press Statement showing that the CEO had never used the Enneagram, I would be happy to publish that fact. I have heard nothing since.
However, I am thankful to Mr Chidlow for his correction especially in the current climate and we know that over the last two years the Catholic Education Office in WA has been diligent in introducing the New Catholic Catechism - Recently, Principles and Teachers have been studying the new "General Directory for Catechesis."
 
The Enneagram however, is high on the list of programs for those training to be Pastoral Workers through the Maranatha Institute of the Archdiocese of Perth and more recently it has been introduced into the training for Catechist's Certificates in a unit on spirituality [2003]. In the advertising promotion it reads, "A method of self discovery and an aid to conversion and spiritual growth." The Maranatha Institute seem to be claiming that the Enneagram will bring conversion, but to what? Doubtfully to Jesus Christ. It is more certainly to the Enneagram and that is the only spiritual growth that will be obtained: Enneagram Spirituality. - From information given to us we are informed that in the first level of the Enneagram Jesus is mentioned a lot. However, when the Enneagram progresses up to the fourth level there is little or no mention of Jesus at all.
The Maranatha Institute's courses, that also include the Myers & Briggs program, Radiant Heart [A Christianised tantric yoga of sex], Labyrinths and other suspect practices, says that the Enneagram offers Catholics an opportunity to, "Deepen their knowledge and understanding of Catholic faith and practice." Well, according to Maranatha, the Enneagram [and obviously these other practices] is the Catholic Faith which we must apparently practice if we want to grow in spirituality and service in the Church! Sadly and reprehensibly, these Enneagram programs are taught by nuns and priests in this institute. 
Having said all this it would be unjust not to mention that there are lecturers and priests whose theology and integrity cannot be faulted and their courses are excellent. It's just a pity that the Enneagram and many other so-called spiritual faith programs cannot be seen for what they are and removed from the curriculum.


“NECROMANTICALLY” RELATED: THE OCCULT ENNEAGRAM AND THE NEW AGE MBTI

("The Enneagram is significantly occultic in nature and origin, coming from Sufi, numerology, and Arica New-Age sources." [Notes in CARL JUNG, NEO-GNOSTICISM, AND THE MYERS-BRIGGS TEMPERAMENT INDICATOR [MBTI] A report by Rev. Ed Hird, Past National Chairman of Anglican Renewal Ministries of Canada, Rector, St. Simon’s Anglican Church, Vancouver http://www3.bc.sympatico.ca/st_simons/arm03.htm]
("The Myers-Briggs Temperament Indicator or MBTI uses numerology to codify and number the results of the personality profiling… 

[A] person or Christian who takes these Personality Profiling tests is simultaneously doing all of the following at the same time: DIVINATION, NUMEROLOGY, ASTROLOGY, …NECROMANCY" [INFLUENCE OF CARL JUNG ON THE CHURCH, PART II and PART III http://www.cephas-library.com/formation_willowcreek_pt_3.html by James Sundquist] The MBTI is New Age, see July 2009 article at this ministry’s web site.
YOGA – HEALTH OR STEALTH? 

The Cross and the Veil http://www.crossveil.org/page2.html EXTRACT
Tantric practices are found in Hindu, Buddhist and Jain sects and are classified as secret esoteric practices involving purification, control of psychological processes as well as spells, rituals, symbols, black magic and necromancy.

REIKI – A CATHOLIC PERSPECTIVE
http://www.in-unity.org/InUnity_introduction.htm EXTRACT

Tantra yoga is an advanced method which, in the ancient East, would not be available to students until after many years of discipline, yet its energy is supposedly available to Reiki students after a couple of "attunements ". It contains within it spells, black magic and necromancy. It is connected to worship of the "supreme" Hindu goddess Shakti and Shakti is the force behind the power that, in this belief, lies "coiled" at the base of the spine, known as Kundalini and which is visualised as a serpent. 

STAR WARS: BEWARE OF THE FORCE 
By James K. Walker https://www.watchman.org/na/starwarsbeware.htm EXTRACT
All three of the earlier installments (Star Wars episodes IV-VI) contain communication with the dead - an occult practice called necromancy, which is strictly forbidden in the Bible. One of the most famous lines from the original 1977 film, "Use the Force, Luke," is itself a necromantic message from the dead Obi-Wan Kenobi.
PSYCHOHERESY: C. G. JUNG’S LEGACY TO THE CHURCH
http://www.psychoheresy-aware.org/jungleg.html EXTRACT

Jung's Spirit Guide 

Because Jung turned psychoanalysis into a type of religion, he is also considered to be a transpersonal psychologist as well as a psychoanalytical theorist. He delved deeply into the occult, practiced necromancy, and had daily contact with disembodied spirits, which he called archetypes. Much of what he wrote was inspired by such entities. Jung had his own familiar spirit whom he called Philemon. 
At first he thought Philemon was part of his own psyche, but later on he found that Philemon was more than an expression of his own inner self. 
Jung says:

Philemon and other figures of my fantasies brought home to me the crucial insight that there are things in the psyche which I do not produce, but which produce themselves and have their own life. Philemon represented a force which was not myself. In my fantasies I held conversations with him, and he said things which I had not consciously thought. For I observed clearly that it was he who spoke, not I. . . . Psychologically, Philemon represented superior insight. He was a mysterious figure to me. At times he seemed to me quite real, as if he were a living personality. I went walking up and down the garden with him, and to me he was what the Indians call a guru.
One can see why Jung is so very popular among New Agers. 

DEFINITIONS
"Necromancy: A special mode of divination. 
The practice of necromancy supposes belief in the survival of the soul after death, the possession of a superior knowledge by the disembodied spirit, and the possibility of communication between the living and the dead."
The Catholic Encyclopedia Vol. X, (1911), Nihil Obstat & Imprimatur, Robert Appleton Co., New York, NY., p. 735
"Divination, whether from the ouija board, tarot cards, palmistry, rod and pendulum, astrology, necromancy, channeling, Silva Mind Control, or any other form (numerology) is forbidden in the bible. 
It is a serious offense because in practicing divination, one is seeking knowledge from a supernatural source other than God."

Satanism – Is It Real? ISBN 0-89283-777-2, (1992), Rev. Fr. Jeffrey J. Steffon, Servant Publications, Ann Arbor, MI., page 52

IS PRAYING TO THE SAINTS NECROMANCY?
THE CATECHISM OF POPE ST. PIUS X (1835-1914)
The Ninth Article - The Church in General EXTRACT
1 Q. What does the Ninth article: The Holy Catholic Church, the Communion of Saints, teach us?
A. The Ninth Article of the Creed teaches us that Jesus Christ founded a visible society on earth called the Catholic Church, and that all those who belong to this Church are in communion with one another.
3 Q. What does the word Church mean?
A. The word Church means a calling forth or assembly of many.

5 Q. Where are the members of the Church to be found?
A. The members of the Church are found partly in heaven, forming the Church Triumphant; partly in purgatory, forming the Church Suffering; partly on earth, forming the Church Militant.
6 Q. Do these various parts of the Church constitute one sole Church?
A. Yes, these various parts of the Church constitute one sole Church and one sole body for they have the same Head, Jesus Christ, the same Spirit animating and uniting them, and the same end, eternal happiness, which some already enjoy and the rest hope for.

There is nothing in the Bible against the practice of praying to the saints. We are not "consulting" soothsayers and necromancers and mediums and wizards which the Bible does indeed proscribe. We are speaking to the living members of the Body of Christ. 
Where does the Bible say, "Thou art not to ask for intercessory prayers from the members of Christ’s Body who live in Heaven?" 
Most Protestants say that asking the saints in Heaven for prayer or "praying" to them and to Our Blessed Mother is the same as speaking to the dead. Yet, Jesus says that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are living. So, when we claim that Catholics are not talking to the dead when we ask the saints in Heaven to intercede for us, do they refute Jesus’ words by saying that they are indeed dead rather than alive?

When we "pray to" the angels and the saints, we do not believe that they are somehow divine, in some way God, and that we can go to them to have our prayers answered instead of going to Jesus.

We are simply asking the saints and angels to pray for whatever intentions we bring to them. Do not the scriptures say, "The prayer of a righteous man availeth much?" Who are more righteous than the angels and saints in Heaven, who are united to Christ in a manner far beyond what we have attained here on Earth?

#1474 of the Catechism says, "The life of each of God’s children is joined in Christ and through Christ in a wonderful way to the life of all the other Christian brethren in the supernatural unity of the Mystical Body of Christ, as in a single mystical person."

All Christians are united through Christ. The saints will pray with us and for us just like a close family member on earth. All are alive in Christ! 
It is during November that the Church meditates on the Communion of Saints, which is the charitable link with the faithful who have already reached heaven (Church Triumphant), the faithful departed who are still expiating their sins in Purgatory (Church Suffering) and of the pilgrim faithful here on earth (Church Militant). 

"In this wonderful exchange, the holiness of one profits others, well beyond the harm that the sin of one could cause others. Thus recourse to the communion of saints lets the contrite sinner be more promptly and efficaciously purified of the punishments for sin." Catechism of the Catholic Church, #1475 

THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS 

Question: What is the meaning of "Communion of Saints"? In the Apostles' Creed, it is written in the last part "I believe in the communion of saints". But in the new creed (the longer one - which we are now reciting during the Holy Mass in the Vicariate) it is missing. Why is this part not included in the longer one? What is the difference between these two creeds? - Biju
Answer: Bishop Camillo Ballin MCCJ, Kuwait:  We have two formulas of the Credo: one is called "Symbol of the Apostles" and the other comes from the Nicaea-Constantinopolitan Council. Both come from the rite of the Baptism, where we have three questions: 
Do you believe in God the Father ... God the Son, ... God the Holy Spirit? 
What we call "Symbol of the Apostles" is the short one. It is an ancient profession of faith which was in use in the community of Rome. It is very ancient and sometimes it has been said that it had been formulated by the Apostles themselves before they separated from each other in Jerusalem in order to go to evangelize over all the world. We have no documents proving that this Credo has been formulated by the Apostles and I think that they had other more important things to do before sitting at a table to fix that formula of the Credo. However, it is from them that we received everything: the right knowledge of the personal mystery of Jesus Christ, His work for mankind and the plan of our salvation that God revealed and realised in Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit and with the ministry of the Church. So, this formula is very dear and near to the faith of the Apostles. 
In the year 325, three hundred Bishops met in Nicaea (Turkey) and they formulated a more developed Credo. Theological discussions went on even after the Council of Nicaea (325) and in 381 another Council took place in Constantinople where the Bishops added other details to the formula of Nicaea but they affirmed a very important statement: We modify the text of Nicaea because we see it necessary, but it must be clear that after us it will not be possible to modify it again, this is forever. In fact, in 451 in the Council of Chalcedonia (Turkey) the Credo of Nicaea-Constantinople (the Nicene Creed) was proclaimed as the Credo of all the Churches! This Credo is the one we say now in our Masses. 
Even though in the Nicene Creed there is no explicit mention of the "communion of saints", this is included in the articles concerning the Church: "We believe in one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism... we look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come". 
The Communion of Saints is the family of God made up of the Church Militant (those alive on earth), the Church Penitent (those undergoing purification in Purgatory in preparation for heaven), and the Church Triumphant (those already in heaven). Together we form one Church, we are in communion - they pray for us, we pray for them (we support and assist each other with our prayers) so that we all may one day enjoy eternal happiness.

[Courtesy Konkani Catholics digest no. 1670 dated October 22, 2008]
INDIAN JESUIT PRIEST FR. PRASHANT OLALEKAR TESTIFIES TO NECROMANCING
The Dance of Life 
http://www.lifepositive.com/Spirit/Meditation/The_Dance_of_Life42007.asp EXTRACT
Interplay and its adaptation, Movement Meditation, use free-flowing movement to facilitate greater intimacy with the body and spirit.

InterPlay, is a body-spirit practice that consists of interactive, improvised body movement with a playful, childlike quality. Prashant Olalekar, a Jesuit priest based at Pasaydaan Holistic Spirituality Centre, Vasai, improvises on this technique born in California, to emerge with Movement Meditation. Father Prashant learnt this technique while studying Integrated Spirituality at Berkeley, California, in 2004. Subsequently, he did a doctorate in peace studies at GTU, Berkeley, California in May 2006. Besides Vasai, Nashik, Pune and Mumbai, he has conducted Movement Meditation sessions at Toronto, New York, Cincinnati, Kansas, Berkeley, Marin County, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Manhattan Beach.
How did you get involved with InterPlay?
While I was doing my studies in Integrated Spirituality at Berkeley, California, in 2004, a Filipina friend insisted that I attend a course called InterPlay, a body-spirit practice that consists of interactive, improvised body movement with a playful, childlike quality. Since I had already registered for other courses, I could not afford one more. She insisted that I attend the first class at least, as it was free.

Cynthia Winton-Henry, a co-founder of InterPlay, began by introducing herself in a dramatic way. Placing her shawl like a wreath around the photo of an Afro-American InterPlayer, who had died a few months earlier, Cynthia began dialoguing with her and introducing herself in the process. Since InterPlay involves expressing the energy of the body, she was laughing, crying, and moving about frenetically. On experiencing the death of her friend, Cynthia started weeping bitterly and rolling on the floor. Finally, she leapt into the air and landed on her feet with head raised high and outstretched hands. She thanked God for the death of her friend, who would be her ancestor in heaven, interceding on her behalf. The spontaneous resurrection dance that followed was truly out of this world.
Then Cynthia asked us to choose a partner. Since I had no partner, she offered to be mine.

The above is an excerpt from my report

FR PRASHANT OLALEKAR S.J. – INTERPLAY AND LIFE POSITIVE

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_PRASHANT_OLALEKAR_INTERPLAY_AND_LIFE_POSITIVE.doc.
Interplay is New Age.
MY LETTER TO MOST REV. THOMAS DABRE, THEN BISHOP OF VASAI, WHO IS ALSO CHAIRMAN OF THE DOCTRINAL COMMISSION OF THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF INDIA:
From: prabhu To: vasaidiocese@gmail.com Sent: Saturday, November 22, 2008 2:03 PM

Subject: NEW AGE PROGRAMMES BY FATHER PRASHANT OLALEKAR SJ. IN VASAI

Dear Bishop Thomas,

I received two letters which I reproduce below. This priest is conducting spirituality and meditation courses at the Pasayadaan Holistic Spirituality Centre in your diocese of Vasai.

It seems like Fr. Olalekar's mentor initiated him into this program through contact with the dead, the "spirit" of a dead woman. This is necromancy and spiritualism if I understand correctly, and so what good can the course offer anyone, especially Catholics? 

Also, I do not know if it is an advertising or Google issue, but whatever link I clicked on in the many of this article prepared by this Marita, I was connected to hard occult and New Age stuff like Quantum Touch, Silva Mind Control, Chakra Energy Healing, etc.

May I request you to please immediately investigate this priest and his centre and stop him before he causes grave and irreparable spiritual damage to your flock? Kindly acknowledge receipt.

In Jesus' Name, Michael Prabhu
THERE WAS NO RESPONSE TO THIS LETTER. BISHOP DABRE IS NOT ONLY A PERSONAL FRIEND OF FR. PRASHANT OLALEKAR BUT ALSO HIS STUDENT, HAVING ATTENDED AN INTERPLAY SESSION AS PER THE EVIDENCE THAT I HAVE SUBMITTED IN MY REPORT.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

What is the difference between talking to a saint and talking to a ghost? In both cases the saint and ghost have passed on; therefore, they both are a spirit. So what difference does it make if one spirit is in heaven and the other is in my house?

http://www.catholic.com/thisrock/quickquestions/?qid=326
By forbidding occult contact with the supernatural realm, what the Church is forbidding are the methods and techniques generally used to "summon up" departed human beings or other spirits (e.g., ouija boards, crystal balls, séances, mediums, etc.). It is not forbidding "conversation," so to speak, between those in this life and those in the next; it is only forbidding attempts to manipulate the supernatural realm to obtain forbidden power or knowledge (CCC 2116).
Take, for example, Saul’s attempt to speak with the dead prophet, Samuel, through the medium of Endor (1 Samuel 28:7-20). It was not Saul’s desire to speak with Samuel that was his sin but the forbidden means by which he accomplished it. It would have been perfectly fine for Saul to have prayed to Samuel, asking Samuel for his intercession, but instead Saul had a medium "conjure" Samuel. The text gives us no reason to think that the person with whom Saul spoke was not Samuel—demonstrating that God may allow such contact to occasionally "work" to bring good out of evil (in this case, allowing Samuel to issue the warning to Saul that he would soon die)—but that does not make the forbidden methods lawful.
Prayer to saints, on the other hand, is entirely different. There is no attempt to conjure up spirits, no attempt to seek forbidden knowledge. All that is done is that the petitioner honors God’s friend and asks the saint for prayer.-Michelle Arnold 

Merciful Jesus Released Me from Spiritism

http://fabienne.guerrero.free.fr/index.spiritismhtm.htm
Fabienne Guerrero Originally published by Editions Téqui, 2010
INTRODUCTION

Dear readers, 
What I want to focus on in this booklet is spiritism. A few years ago, I stepped into a spiritistic center in Marseille, France. 

In the first part of this booklet, I will approach spiritism in general and the dangers one can face when practicing it. 

In the second part of this booklet, I will tell you about my own experiences. 

The primary reason I am writing this is so that everyone who has been involved in spiritism, even only once, may be affected inwardly by these experiences, but can find hope and be freed through the power of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

PART ONE

Spiritism is currently widespread in the world and unfortunately more and more young people adhere to it, whether at home or at school, without really being aware of what they are dealing with, quite simply because nobody warned them about the dangers of these various demonic practices. 

Many people told me about their own spiritistic experiences.

Most of them started spinning a glass on a table in order to get answers to various questions they were asking. 

Then many of them had other experiences such as the practice of automatic writing, quite simply because they had lost a loved one and they wanted to get in touch with him or her through the mediumship. 
Some others also consulted a spiritistic "medium" (i.e., a being who communicates with the powers of hell) so that they could get in touch with a departed parent through the mediumship. 

Unfortunately these people who were sincere and honest in their heart (but also experiencing a great suffering in their soul) thought they could actually communicate with their departed ones.

Unfortunately there is no truth here.

Many people do not realize is that the hereafter, which we cannot see while still alive, can be very dangerous for those who have no real knowledge about it; for this world is populated with angels on one hand, but also with demons on the other hand.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches us about this.

329 St. Augustine says: "'Angel' is the name of their office, not of their nature. If you seek the name of their nature, it is 'spirit'; if you seek the name of their office, it is 'angel': from what they are, 'spirit,' from what they do, 'angel'" (En. in Ps. 103, 1, 15). With their whole beings the angels are servants and messengers of God. Because they "always behold the face of my Father who is in heaven" they are the "mighty ones who do his word, hearkening to the voice of his word" (Matthew 18:10; Psalm 103:20).

330 As purely spiritual creatures angels have intelligence and will: they are personal and immortal creatures, surpassing in perfection all visible creatures, as the splendor of their glory bears witness (Cf. Pius XII, Humani generis; Luke 20:36; Daniel 10:9-12).

331 Christ is the center of the angelic world. They are his angels: "When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him…." (Matthew 25:31). They belong to him because they were created through and for him: "for in him all things were created in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or authorities – all things were created through him and for him" (Colossians 1:16). They belong to him still more because he has made them messengers of his saving plan: "Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to serve, for the sake of those who are to obtain salvation?" (Hebrews 1:14)  

332 Angels have been present since creation and throughout the history of salvation, announcing this salvation from afar or near and serving the accomplishment of the divine plan: they closed the earthly paradise; protected Lot; saved Hagar and her child; stayed Abraham’s hand; communicated the law by their ministry; led the People of God; announced births and callings; and assisted the prophets, just to cite a few examples (Cf. Job 38:7 [where angels are called "sons of God"]; Genesis 3:24; 19; 21: 17; 22:11; Acts 7:53; Exodus 23:20-23; Judges 13; 6:11-24; Isaiah 6:6; 1 Kings 19:5). Finally, the angel Gabriel announced the birth of the Precursor and that of Jesus himself (Luke 1:11, 26).

333 From the Incarnation to the Ascension, the life of the Word incarnate is surrounded by the adoration and service of angels. When God "brings the firstborn into the world, he says: 'Let all God’s angels worship him'" (Hebrews 1:6). Their song of praise at the birth of Christ has not ceased resounding in the Church’s praise: "Glory to God in the highest!" (Luke 2:14). They protect Jesus in his infancy, serve him in the desert, strengthen him in his agony in the garden, when he could have been saved by them from the hands of his enemies as Israel had been (Cf. Matthew 1:20; 2:13, 19; 4:11; 26:53; Mark 1:13; Luke 22:43; 2 Maccabees 10:29-30; 11:8). Again, it is the angels who “evangelize” by proclaiming the Good News of Christ’s Incarnation and Resurrection (Cf. Luke 2:8-14; Mark 16:5-7). They will be present at Christ’s return, which they will announce, to serve at his judgment (Cf. Acts 1:10-11; Matthew 13:41; 24:31; Luke 12:8-9).

It is important to know that each of us has a guardian angel.

Catechism of the Catholic Church, 336: From its beginning until death human life is surrounded by their watchful care and intercession (Cf. Matthew 18:10; Luke 16:22; Psalms 34:7; 91:10-13; Job 33:23-24; Zechariah 1:12; Tobit 12:12). "Beside each believer stands an angel as protector and shepherd leading him to life" (St. Basil, Adv. Eunomium III, I). Already here on earth the Christian life shares by faith in the blessed company of angels and men united in God.

Dear readers, alongside our friends in heaven, the angels, there are the so-called fallen angels.

Catechism of the Catholic Church, 391: Behind the disobedient choice of our first parents lurks a seductive voice, opposed to God, which makes them fall into death out of envy (Cf. Genesis 3:1-5; Wisdom 2:24). Scripture and the Church’s Tradition see in this being a fallen angel, called "Satan" or the "devil" (John 8:44; Revelation 12:9). The Church teaches that Satan was at first a good angel, made by God: "The devil and the other demons were indeed created naturally good by God, but they became evil by their own doing" (Lateran Council IV [1215]). 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, 392: Scripture speaks of a sin of these angels (Cf. 2 Peter 2:4). This "fall" consists in the free choice of these created spirits, who radically and irrevocably rejected God and his reign. We find a reflection of that rebellion in the tempter’s words to our first parents: "You will be like God" (Genesis 3:5). The devil "has sinned from the beginning"; he is "a liar and the father of lies" (1 John 3:8; John 8:44).

Catechism of the Catholic Church, 393: It is the irrevocable character of their choice, and not a defect in the infinite divine mercy that makes the angels’ sin unforgivable. "There is no repentance for the angels after their fall, just as there is no repentance for men after death" (St. John Damascene, De Fide orth. 2, 4).

In all practices of spiritism, we can only be in contact with a demon (also called a fallen angel as we have seen above).

It is therefore necessary to know that spiritism will never allow us to be in contact with our loved ones who passed away.

Our departed ones are either in heaven, or in purgatory or in hell.

Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1023: Those who die in God’s grace and friendship and are perfectly purified live for ever with Christ. They are like God for ever, for they "see him as he is," face to face (1 John 3:2; cf. 1 Corinthians 13:12; Revelation 22:4) […]

Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1030: All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven.

Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1031: The Church gives the name Purgatory to this final purification of the elect, which is entirely different from the punishment of the damned. 

Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1033: We cannot be united with God unless we freely choose to love him. But we cannot love God if we sin gravely against him, against our neighbor or against ourselves: "He who does not love remains in death. Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him" (1 John 3:14-15). Our Lord warns us that we shall be separated from him if we fail to meet the serious needs of the poor and the little ones who are his brethren (Cf. Matthew 25:31-46). To die in mortal sin without repenting and accepting God’s merciful love means remaining separated from him for ever by our own free choice. This state of definitive self-exclusion from communion with God and the blessed is called "hell."
Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1034: Jesus often speaks of "Gehenna," of "the unquenchable fire" reserved for those who to the end of their lives refuse to believe and be converted, where both soul and body can be lost (Cf. Matthew 5:22, 29; 10:28; 13:42, 50; Mark 9:43-48).

Now back to those who practiced table-turning, glass-spinning or had contact with demons through mediums, or who were engaged in various spiritistic experiences (whether at home or in spiritistic centers) or used to practice automatic writing, believing in all sincerity their departed ones were communicating with them.

In the above cases, it is important to quickly realize that the demon misled us because we did not obey God’s commandments.

Satan acts like God’s ape. He can take any appearance and imitate any voice. He can therefore take on the appearance of one of your departed parents or imitate his or her voice. You should know that the devil can give us any information about our loved ones, because he knows their past and it is easy to reveal parts of their lives for us to believe that a deceased member of our family is communicating with us.

It is also easy for him to give us some specific information about our lives today, because he knows this since he can see by himself and knows our lives. Nonetheless, he can never reveal the future of a person because he cannot know what will happen to someone as God created each person with a totally free will.

However, he does whatever he can to make us believe in a so-called future which goes completely against the plan of love God has for us.  

All those who have attended or who have taken part in spiritistic sessions should be aware that they have been in contact with evil spirits who came to join them to exploit their curiosity. 

The Bible tells us that these evil spirits can be driven out of human bodies through prayer and fasting. It is also necessary to make an appointment with a priest in order to break those hellish links through the power of the sacrament of reconciliation and ask the Church for prayers of liberation. 

You know that the Lord gave His Church authority over demons.

The exorcist of the diocese is officially commissioned by the bishop for this service in the Church, and, of course, if you are possessed or tied, it is then necessary to meet him.

Dear readers, spiritism, unfortunately, is widespread throughout the world.

A country like Brazil, where spiritism is widespread, had to open special psychiatric units to accommodate patients who have actually been destroyed by the devil through the practice of spiritism, and many of these patients were healed thanks to their consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

Personally, I consecrate myself often to the Heart of our dear heavenly Mother as follows:

 

CONSECRATION TO THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY
MY DEAR CHILD,

GIVE ME YOUR NOTHING,

GIVE ME EVERYTHING.

I LOVE YOU.

I AM YOUR MOTHER

AND I WANT TO LEAD YOU

ON THE WAY TO HEAVEN.

CONSECRATE YOURSELF

TO MY IMMACULATE HEART,

CONSECRATE TO ME

YOUR THOUGHTS, YOUR ACTIONS, YOUR DAYS.

I WILL TAKE YOU IN MY ARMS

AND COMFORT YOU.

PROMISE ME TO ALWAYS REMEMBER ME

WHILE PRAYING MY HOLY ROSARY.

DO NOT FORGET ME.

I LOVE YOU SO MUCH.

We should pray to Mary a lot because She can deliver us from any demon by praying the Rosary.

Prayer will be necessary for our deliverance because spiritism gradually removed confidence in God, because we looked elsewhere for what God could have given us, and, gradually, the devil took away prayer and union with God, as responses we received from the devil satisfied us.

We’ve gone astray from God’s divine help and we fell into a snare. Our soul is suffering because we have sinned. It is therefore urgent for us to find God through all the sacraments, through prayer and adoration so as to find peace and joy.

You should know that during confession, it is the Lord Jesus Himself Who is hiding behind the priest, and Who comes to forgive wholeheartedly, so that we may be completely free from Satan and all demons who infested us because these techniques are not from God.

When one goes to a priest to receive the sacrament of reconciliation, the Lord Jesus will welcome us with His arms wide open, with all His love and His mercy in His divine Heart, and then God is happy because He can save our souls.

After receiving the sacrament of reconciliation, the Lord Jesus invites us then to come to the Eucharist which is truly a sacrament of healing, provided that we first confess our sins and therefore have been washed of every sin.

Only God, Jesus Christ, can completely restore your freedom as children of God.

But for this state of perfect reconciliation with God to be restored, it is necessary to renounce a few things:

First, abandon all spiritistic practices and in case you practiced at home, ask a priest to come and bless your own house; I also recommend that it be consecrates to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary.

Then you will have to tear up and throw away all the books and articles that have been used for these various practices, and search for the true light that can only found in the gospels, and live from this light. 

When you meet the light of Christ, you want to get closer to Him so much because Jesus is good and merciful.

The Church teaches us that one can communicate with his deceased:

Catechism of the Catholic Church, 958: "Communion with the dead.  'In full consciousness of this communion of the whole Mystical Body of Jesus Christ, the Church in its pilgrim members, from the very earliest days of the Christian religion, has honored with great respect the memory of the dead; and "because it is a holy and a wholesome thought to pray for the dead that they may be loosed from their sins" she offers her suffrages for them' (Lumen Gentium 50; cf. 2 Maccabees 12:45). Our prayer for them is capable not only of helping them, but also of making their intercession for us effective."
When we pray for our loved ones who are either in purgatory or in heaven, then our prayer is never unanswered.

This prayer goes straight to their heart and in turn they intercede with God for us to obtain special graces while we are on earth. 

What affects them most is when we have Mass celebrated for their souls and/or when we pray the Rosary for their deliverance.

 

PART TWO 

I wish to share with you in this second part my own experience in spiritism.

About 11 years ago, I went one day to a spiritistic center in France, located in Marseille more precisely.

In this center, I met people who were mediums. 

I remember that there is a difference between a medium and a mystic.
A medium is always connected with the powers of hell and a mystic is always in union with God and with all in heaven.

The center consisted of one single room where you could attend various spiritistic teachings. These lessons were given by the person in charge of the place, and this man was a guru who talked a lot about the spiritist religion founded by Alan Kardec (1804-1869).

According to this enemy of the Catholic faith, the human being is composed of the soul, which is in the physical body through an astral body also called Perispirit through which heavenly spirits can manifest themselves. 
Some mediums perceive these spirits in the form of ectoplasm, whereas some others hear them. 
It is through the Perispirit that the "disembodied" spirits (i.e., the spirits of the dead) can possess man’s brain or intelligence. Thus, we become a channel, also called a medium.

In this false religion, reincarnation is taught. But the resurrection of the flesh is never mentioned although this is part of our Christian creed. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches us that: 

1013 Death is the end of man’s earthly pilgrimage, of the time of grace and mercy which God offers him so as to work out his earthly life in keeping with the divine plan, and to decide his ultimate destiny. When "the single course of our earthly life" is completed (Lumen Gentium 48 #3), we shall not return to other earthly lives: "It is appointed for men to die once" (Hebrews 9:27). There is no "reincarnation" after death.

For several months I attended various conferences about spiritism and various teachings dealing with occult subjects. 

One day during a conversation, the guru of the spiritistic center proposed to those present to come and assist, once a week, at a private spiritistic session (a séance) each Wednesday evening. 

I attended various spiritualist sessions then for a year.

The mediums present delivered us personal messages or messages for humanity, and we were even contacted by so-called extraterrestrials. These angelic creatures are only fallen angels because they have freely refused to serve God and his purpose. Their choice against God is permanent. They do their utmost to associate man in their rebellion against God.

These very evil fallen beings are careful not to say they are demons, and pretend to be saints like Saint John Vianney, Saint Pio of Pietrelcina, Saint Therese of the Child Jesus, or even for well-known figures.

For a whole year, on Wednesday evening, I listened to all the different messages which were delivered to us by demons of hell. However, at this point, I did not know that I was deceived by the evil powers.

One day the guru personally offered to me to open my chakras to release myself completely from my so-called past lives.

He opened two of my chakras; respectively, the third eye chakra, which is between the eyebrows, and the heart chakra, which is in the middle of the chest.

Chakras are energy centers located within the spinal column; they are centers of perception and dynamos of Cosmic Energy; the root chakra sits at the bottom of the pelvic floor and connects the earth energies with the so-called kundalini which needs to be awakened and rise up along the spine, through the Sushumna pathway; and on each side of the central canal – i.e. the Sushumna – the two energies of Ida and Pingala flow – one on the right and one on the left – coursing through the seven intersection points which precisely correspond to the seven main chakras. In fact, there are about 120 chakras.

After opening my energy centers, I fell into a great despair and I fell very ill physically.

I felt the devil was torturing me for everything.

Jesus and Mary gradually helped me to confess my sins and I asked five times to receive the sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick in the Catholic Church.

Through these sacraments and the Holy Eucharist, I was able to stand.

Then just before I left the spiritistic center, the Lord Jesus Himself came and gave me a vision of His infinite Mercy.

I saw Merciful Jesus coming to deliver me from eternal damnation, and shortly thereafter the Lord brought me to the Catholic Church.

Dear readers, always remember what the Scripture tells us in Deuteronomy:

"There shall not be found among you any one who burns his son or his daughter as an offering, any one who practices divination, a soothsayer, or an augur, or a sorcerer, or a charmer, or a medium, or a wizard, or a necromancer. For whoever does these things is an abomination to the LORD; and because of these abominable practices the LORD your God is driving them out before you. You shall be blameless before the LORD your God" (18:10-13).

CONCLUSION

The Church through her Catechism teaches us that:
2116 All forms of divination are to be rejected: recourse to Satan or demons, conjuring up the dead or other practices falsely supposed to "unveil" the future (Cf. Deuteronomy 18:10; Jeremiah 29:8). Consulting horoscopes, astrology, palm reading, interpretation of omens and lots, the phenomena of clairvoyance, and recourse to mediums all conceal a desire for power over time, history, and, in the last analysis, other human beings, as well as a wish to conciliate hidden powers. They contradict the honor, respect, and loving fear that we owe to God alone.

2117 All practices of magic or sorcery, by which one attempts to tame occult powers, so as to place them at one’s service and have a supernatural power over others – even if this were for the sake of restoring their health – are gravely contrary to the virtue of religion. These practices are even more to be condemned when accompanied by the intention of harming someone, or when they have recourse to the intervention of demons. Wearing charms is also reprehensible. Spiritism often implies divination or magical practices; the Church for her part warns the faithful against it. Recourse to so-called traditional cures does not justify either the invocation of evil powers or the exploitation of another’s credulity.

Let me finish by thanking Jesus and Mary for saving my soul and releasing me from the clutches of demons.

I am now free in the Holy Spirit and I have been giving many lectures in several countries.

So glory be to God Who resurrected me, and Who has been waiting for the return of all His children who were affected by spiritism, for God loves us all to madness and wants to give us His life in its fullness. 

The greater my sin, the greater God’s mercy for me. Praise be to Jesus Christ and the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

Fabienne GUERRERO http://fabienne.guerrero.free.fr
Communicating with the dead 

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=492
November 7, 2007

There are a few people where I work that are talking about how they think it is okay to "communicate with the dead". I've searched far and wide but can't seem to find a good article that explains why one shouldn't do this. Can you point me in the right direction? –Matthew
How about the Bible as source:

"Do not go to mediums or consult fortune tellers, for you will be defiled by them. I, the Lord, am your God" (Lev. 19:31). "Should anyone turn to mediums and fortune tellers and follow their wanton ways, I will turn against such a one and cut him off from his people" (Leviticus 20:6) 

Our Holy Father Benedict XVI just today in a talk at St. Peter's Square said that the "Sacred Scripture isn't merely a text written in the past, but rather the word of God that has within it a personal message directed to each individual Christian." Thus the above verses are the words of God. Need there be any more argument?

Rarely, if ever, when someone "conjures" a dead person does the person himself appear. Rather, what appears or speaks is a demon masquerading as the dead person.

Trying to conjure dead people risks becoming demonized. I have had many clients who became seriously demonized after trying to communicate with the dead through such things as a séance or Ouija board.

One is asking for trouble in trying to communicate with the dead. All they will get is a demon who may attach itself to the inquirer.

The belief that one can communicate with the dead is called Spiritism. There is an article on this in the Catholic Encyclopedia [see pages 3-7].

The Catechism reveals the theological reason communicating with the dead is forbidden:

Divination and magic 
CCC 2116 [as above on this page]
CCC 2117 [as above on this page]
In addition, if I remember correctly, Father Amorth warns against Spiritism in his books An Exorcist Tells His Story and An Exorcist: More Stories. Also Father Fortea in his book "Interview with an Exorcist: An Insider's Look at the Devil, Demonic Possession, and the Path to Deliverance" warns against this if I remember correctly.

But, frankly the Bible and the Church should be enough to dissuade people from being so stupid as to try to communicate with the dead. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
[Can the deceased be present to us?]
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=745
September 15, 2008
I have seen a video by one 'psychic' named Concetta Bertoldi who claims, since she was a child, to have contact with the deceased. I must admit to watching the brief video and she speaks of how the soul leaves the body through either the head or feet. 

I don’t have to mention how devastating it is for us humans to lose a loved one and or close friend; she says they 'watch' us doing everyday normal things; it made me feel a bit uneasy.

Now what I am attempting to say is, is it ever possible for a loved one to really see us, not make contact per se, but just to 'see' us without it being a 'demon' or nonhuman entity?
Surely our wondrous Creator knows how much this hurts us humans when a death occurs, and would understand our wanting to reach out. I personally stay away from it, because I have read here of its dangers, so what am I asking, is it ever ok? -Jay

While I understand the pain of loosing a loved one, we must resist the temptation to be even curious about psychics and mediums with the alleged abilities to contact the dead. To begin with the chances of these people having contact with dead human beings is about zero. What is more likely is that these people are in contact with demons masquerading as humans, assuming they are not frauds or psychiatric, which is most often the case.

In any event it is absolutely prohibited by God for us to attempt contact with the dead. Watching videos like the one you mention only pricks at our curiosity that can lead to sin and worse.

It is never ok to attempt to contact our dead loved ones. It is sin, and it can even lead to demonization.

As to the question of whether or not our loved ones in heaven watch us, I am sure that they, in the bliss of heaven, are focused on God, the beatific vision, and not on the earth. But, God perhaps does permit them an interest in their loved ones on earth as suggested by Hebrews 12:1

Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us...

These "witnesses" are not our loved ones looking down on us like voyeurs and intruding upon our privacy. Whatever awareness our loved ones in heaven have of our activities here are earth is only that which God allows them. There may be rare times when God allows our loved one to come to us in a time of trial and suffering. There have been testimonies in this regard, but this is extremely rare and never happens at our instigation and behest. So, yes, our loved ones may be permitted to see us in whatever ways our Lord permits. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
The Desteni Project/Bernard Poolman
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=960
April 15, 2009

Have you heard of the Desteni Project that is of South Africa by Bernard Poolman (sorry delete name if I am not supposed to use it). There are some members of this "project" that have YouTube accounts to spread their message for world-environmental and financial reform. Self-proclaimed atheists, they use channeling of spirits and demons (demons by their own admittance) to draw people in--they channel everyone from Hitler, Marilyn Monroe to Mother Teresa and Jesus Himself. Demons and really silly inanimate objects are also "channeled". It is all SO illogical since they say they are atheists.

Please find out about this--It needs to be exposed because they mix some good ideas with some very dangerous ones. Through the illogic of it, it is possible to become clouded in your thinking--so the best thing for people is to NOT engage in debate with them. They have a way of getting under your skin. With internet, they plan to reach a lot of people. 
I became a random target of a person involved in the cult and I thought I was above becoming confused by their illogical ramblings. After several times of listening to these videos I became angry at the person sending them. I exchanged angry debate with the one trying to "help me become honest with myself" (they call the process of stripping yourself of cultural norms of marital vows and family and religion "self-honesty").
To sum it up, because I was not willing to "complete the process of self-honesty" and pushed them away, I was called an inferior person enslaved by my systems, a robot of society. What makes me angry is they say they have NO responsibility for brainwashing people, because the person undergoes their own process of self-honesty. 
Today I have no contact with it, but I am scared and confused in my thinking. I KNOW it didn't make sense, but it bothers me still. Their words echo in me and accuse me, and I become anxious and ashamed of myself. -Lisara
I am glad that you have no further contact with this cult. I have only watched a few minutes of their videos. There is no need to listen to more than that because they are such a wacko group with false philosophies that it is as obvious as 20 foot neon sign.

The whole trans-dimensional communication is just another word for channeling and necromancy. Their statements about demons are laughable. Their idea of Self-Honesty is ridiculous. There is not s single honest thing about them. They have nothing good to say. Do not fall into that trap. One of the primary ways Satan works is to surround a grain of truth with a whole lot of garbage. Then people will see the small little grain of truth and presume all the garbage surrounding it is true too. It is best to dismiss this group completely, lock, stock, and barrel, as the old saying goes.

All this and more can be seen by listening to them for less than 2 minutes.

The bible says that we are to be on guard for Satan's schemes. This cult is so obviously teaching doctrine of demons that one does not need to be too much on guard to see it. It is readily obvious in the first five seconds of the video -- no kidding.

This is one of those times, by the way, that I recommend that our readers here DO NOT go watch the videos out of curiosity. The Church teaches that we must guard our senses in order to protect ourselves from confusion and from the devil's attempts to manipulate what we put into our brains against us. Curiosity kills the cat.

Since you have gotten to close to the flame here, you have been burnt. Thus, the confusion has set in.

The solution is to move away not only from this cult but from all false philosophies and other religious ideas. Instead involve yourself deeply in prayer, bible study, the Sacraments, and the Church. Immerse yourself in the Truth. Read the Catechism.

This experience has left you with some dirt on your soul, sort-to-speak. What do we do when we get our bodies dirty even a little bit? We immerse ourselves in soap and water. That is what is needed here, to immerse yourself in the soap and water for your mind and soul which is found in the Sacraments, the Church, and the Bible, devotions, and prayer.

As you pray, study, and devote yourself to Christian ideas the confusion should go away. Depending on the level of your confusion it could dissipate in a day or in a few weeks or longer, but no matter how long it takes don't give up but persevere in the faith, in the study, and in the Sacraments until the confusion does go away.

God loves you. He will help you in this. Just ask. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
'Talking' to a deceased relative
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1638 EXTRACT
June 15, 2012

This is with regard to a family member, who recently lost her husband; she was very dependent on him (even seeing such dependence as a mark of her honoring his role!) and mentioned how she spends lot of time now 'talking ' to him.
Could this border on what the Church prohibits as being related to 'necromancy ' - even though the latter seems lots more in the occultic realm?
My understanding is that when the Church promotes veneration of saints and asking for their intercession, we are aligning God's will with our own and making ourselves available for the love that the saints have, for all of God's people.
For a deceased relative, who might need to be set free to move more into God's holiness and love, who can still 'pray for us' , could 'talking' with him, somehow hamper that, by sort of trying to get him back unduly into the affairs of the world or even open channels for other spirits!
This relative also has history of depression, anxiety and panic attacks; even though she tried to become more of a person of faith and prayer, esp. since the onset of her husband's illness few years back, she has had an affinity for casino gambling. -Maria

About your relative talking to her dead husband: I see nothing wrong with this per se unless she is using occult devices to reach her husband. The word "Necromancy" comes through the French and Latin implying black magic. Necromancy is the conjuration of the spirits of the dead, usually for purposes of magically revealing the future (divination) or influencing the course of events.

If this relative is just sitting at the kitchen table, as-it-were, and chatting with her husband, many people do that, especially just after the loved-one dies. This is part of the grieving process. Normally, the person does not necessary perceive any response from the spirit of the dead person.

In my essay, Seven Kinds of Ghosts, I speak about occasions in which God allows a person after death to linger on earth to comfort and say goodbye to loved-ones (the Fifth Kind of ghost). In this phenomenon a person may see, sense, or smell the presence of the dead loved-one, and sometime hear the spirit, and still other times have a conversation with the spirit.

So, this is possible if God wills it. Such phenomena cannot be initiated by us (when we initiate an attempt to contact spirit, we are sinning as that is an occult practice, and if any spirit responds or appears, it is not our loved-one or any spiritual entity from God).

Since the death is a recent one, I would give your family member a little slack. This is most likely part of her grieving process, I am assuming, since I have not talked to her. If she is still doing this six months or a year from now, then you may need to tactfully explore with her about her talking to her dead husband. 

How she understands the experience, the frequency of the experience, and the details of the experience (does he talk back, does he appear to her, does he move things around, etc.) are all pertinent questions in determining if there is a problem. If things are moving around, or if he tells her to do anything or think anything that is contrary to Truth, the faith of our Lord and Church, then we can suspect right now that there is probable problem. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
Am I being visited by the deceased? 

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1742 

December 2, 2012

I am a strong Catholic brought up in a Catholic family. I am also an official spiritual daughter of St. Padre Pio, having been accepted through proper request from his Friary in Italy. I adhere to the rules of being his spiritual daughter, and have been blessed with even seeing and touching his glove. My family and I have had many prayers answered through the intercessions of the saints, and we are truly blessed.

For almost 10 years now, I have the experience of waking up at night, and seeing apparitions of people. Usually an individual, I never know who- it could be a man, woman, even a child. I have seen them in older styled clothing, or recent day clothes. These person(s) can range from old to young. They never speak, they look at me, and after maybe 3 or 4 or 5 seconds, they disappear. They look like normal people, except they're almost a soft white. I've even had them smile at me. It used to scare me, but I’m so used to it, I don't pay much attention to it anymore. They never appear threatening or harmful.

Now I have to tell you, my daughter occasionally has this same experience as me, though not as much, she is in her 20's now, and it never happened to her until the past couple of years. And this has happened to my dad several times at his home, and once it happened to my mother, though it frightened her so badly she had chest pains for several days.

One afternoon my dad did see a woman in my hallway, she looked at him as if she were surprised he could see her, and vanished.

My husband has never ever experienced this, and we have been married over 25 years. I do not partake in ANY type of activity outside the Catholic Church. I am a very, very prayerful person, mindful of the Holy Souls as well. I read the bible, I pray, I am in touch with a number of Nuns whom pray for my family and i, and I do say prayers for those in need, many times. I read only books about Catholic religious subjects, such as books about the Saints, and I do read the Bible.

I know Padre Pio was very devoted to the Holy Souls and was visited by many who needed his prayers. I pray to Padre Pio all the time, and am very embracing of Our Lord Jesus. I have blessed pictures of Jesus and the Holy Saints in my home.

I do NOT want to talk to any "ghost' societies, of psychics as I think they are misguided and it would be so disrespectful to God. So, I do say my prayers for these apparitions, real or not- as I don't know for sure. and I wonder if I see them because they need prayer, or what?

Can you give me any insight on what I am experiencing? I have had other experiences too, and tried to speak to a parish priest, who stopped me and bluntly and told me it was my imagination. -Julie
I praise God that you have interpreted these events with spiritual and emotional maturity. Your parish priest, however, apparently has not. Many priests do not believe things like this happen, many are scared to deal with it, and some do not even believe in the devil (which is a heresy).

Your instincts are precisely correct about these ghost investigation groups. Not a single one of these groups you see on TV, nor their followers who start their own groups (not on TV) in imitation to them, know what they are doing. The groups hold improper and theological notions, they sometime even use occult people to help them (such as psychics, witches, and shamans, which only makes matters worse), and they use techniques that are not only stupid but oftentimes dangerous. One famous ghost-buster was almost killed by using provocation techniques (commonly used by these people). Provocation is like "poking the dog", in this case, it is "poking the demon". How stupid can one get? Anyway, this famous ghost investigator retired after that. I can see why, and since he was an idiot anyway, I praise God that he has retired.

When experiencing such things, Never, Never, Never, Never, but never consult with a shaman, witch, psychic, medium, or other occult people, nor consult with one of these ghost investigation people who are not rock-solid Christians in everything they believe, their theories on ghosts and demons, and in their practices. That limits the possibilities to just a small few — perhaps as few as 5 or 6 or fewer in the whole of the United States. 

If you need a consult, contact a Catholic group like ours, that does not hobnob with the ghost-busting community and who is 100% loyal to the Holy See and to all that the Catholic Church officially teaches, and is consistent with the theological principles taught by the Church and her Saints. 

As to your experiences: Your experiences are consistent with one of two possibilities, both of which you have already considered and are seeking my opinion. One possibility is that the phenomena are demonic, and the other possibility is that the phenomena are Godly.

In the possibility of a demonic explanation, the devil will have no problem sending his demons masquerading as human spirits to visit you and other family members. His motivation would be to try tin instill in you an improper curiosity in such things that might tempt you to use a Ouija board, go to a séance﻿, or consult some occultist to explain the phenomena and perhaps get rig of the spirits, or to consult with one of these nimrod ghost investigators.

Thank God, you did none of that, as doing any of those things could cause more severe problems.

In the possibility of a Godly explanation, God may be allowing human spirits from purgatory to visit you for the purposes of inspiring you to pray for them. These purgatorial "ghosts" may not have anyone praying for them. 

Since you are a spiritual daughter of St. Padre Pio, which, by the way, is a great privilege and blessing, these apparitions may be under the direction of St. Padre Pio himself, sending these poor souls to you, with God's permission, so that you can continue in the ministry that St. Pio had himself—to pray for those in purgatory. If this is the case, then when you see these apparitions, pray for them that they will be released from purgatory soon.

In this case, you have a wonderful and blessed and privileged apostolate.

To be sure about this, I suggest the following:
-have your house blessed by a priest

-if phenomena continue, have your house cleansed and blessed by the ritual we have in the Spiritual Warfare Prayer Catalog, linked below. That is the House Cleansing and Blessing (PDF file). You can do this yourself, or I can lead the prayers over the phone while you do the physical stuff, such as sprinkling Holy Water, etc.

-Pray the Hedge Prayer for Protection of Self or the Hedge Prayer for Protection of Household﻿﻿, whichever you need.

-Ask God to take away these spirits if they are not sent from Him.

If the phenomena continues and you do not think it is coming from God, then contact me and we will discuss other measures. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
                                   www.ephesians-511.net michaelprabhu@vsnl.net
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