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The Declaration on the New Age
http://www.clerus.org/clerus/dati/2004-03/18-13/14CNAING.html 
 By Cardinal Georges Cottier OP 2004
One should not be excessively hasty in considering secularisation as the key for interpreting all modern society's significant phenomena. There exists in fact another side of secularisation, uncontrolled religiosity, of which there are many signs.
The New Age falls into this category. This movement is expanding rapidly, and a number of Christians are fascinated by it. It has therefore proved necessary for the Pontifical Council of Culture and the Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue to jointly publish a document on this subject (February 3rd 2003). The objective of this document is pastoral; it emphasises the need for Christians to have extensive knowledge of their faith and also of their interlocutor. This is not as easy as it may initially appear since the "New Age" presents itself as "a magnetic ensemble of beliefs, therapies and practices often chosen and combined as best suits, without worrying about any incompatibilities or incoherencies that may arise". In this sense, not all New Age believers have the same requirements. For these reasons this movement cannot be simply and merely considered a sect. According to astrologers we are currently in the age of Pisces - dominated by Christianity; this era is about to leave space to a new era, the age of Aquarius which will be marked by a universal religion in which all religious differences will vanish. This change however does not involve rejecting all that came previously. Inspiration provided by esotericism and Gnosticism, as well as theosophy, anthropology and spiritism are clear.
Eclecticism is another of the New Age's characteristics. This however does not prevent the identification of a number of strong points determining a vision of the world. New Age intends to overcome all dualisms; but in this context dualism is understood as all differences. This is what the word holism means; therefore denying the fundamental difference between the Creator and the creature as well as that between humankind and nature or spirit and substance. The document correctly uses the words "implicit pantheism". God is not a personal God. New Age's affinity with Eastern religions is therefore understandable. Reincarnation is also mentioned, perceived however as participation in cosmic evolution, since the idea of sin is absent. Two psychologists have exercised their fundamental influence; the first is William James who reduces religion to religious experience, the second is Carl Gustav Jung, who introduced the idea of the collective unconscious - but above all sacralized psychology adding contents involving esoteric thoughts.
The issue therefore consists in overcoming one's own ego to become the god that exists within us. There is not therefore any other spiritual authority for each person than a personal internal experience and it is within this context that different techniques are addressed. There are two further points that we must address. The first is the criticism of Christianity as a "patriarchal" religion - hence a number of people oppose the image of Mother Earth to that of God the Father.
"Divine energy is often called "eristic energy". But the Christ mentioned in this context is not Jesus of Nazareth. The title of Christ is given to each human being who reaches a level of awareness at which he perceives his own divinity and can therefore be considered a "Universal Teacher". The aforementioned clearly indicates that New Age interpretation and main theses are incompatible with Christianity, and in addition to this also oppose Christianity.
The very first answer we must therefore provide is our awareness of our own Christian identity. An answer concerning our acknowledgment of God's transcendence; this transcendent God is not enclosed within Himself, but invites humankind, created in His likeness, to participate in His life - that Trinitarian life of the divine Persons. It is through the Father's only Son's incarnation that we enter communion with the divine Persons. Therefore our spiritual lives rely on the gift of grace and consist in a dialogue, a dialogue of love between the created persons and the uncreated Persons.
The second answer arises from the first. It is true that many New Age believers are moved by a sincere thirst for spirituality; but through dialogue it must be possible to help people understand the ambiguous and undefined nature, and one must also add, the disappointing nature of the ideal that is proposed: what does this promised harmony consist in?
This doctrine is mainly a syncretic ensemble of elements from ancient doctrines revisited in a new light.
The greatest challenge however remains the negation of grace; and on this subject the document quotes the episode concerning the Samaritan in John's Gospel: "If you knew the gift of God." (John 4, 10)

Also at: http://www.clerus.net/clerus/dati/2004-02/28-13/01CNSIn.html.
[Cardinal Cottier was appointed theologian of the pontifical household by Pope John Paul II in 1989.]
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