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New Age Lies
http://www.catholicfidelity.com/new-age-lies/
Definition

The "New Age" Movement (NAM), sometimes also referred to as the "Human Potential Movement", is a loosely connected network of people, groups, activities and practices which, according to its adherents, purportedly foster and produce a vast array of beneficial results such as "spiritual" and personal growth, financial success, improvement in relationships, physical and psychological healing, individual and global peace, stabilization of the environment, etc.
Background

The NAM was born in the U.S. during the rebellious 1960's when all traditional institutions and values, especially in relation to the Church and the family were under attack. The forerunner and vanguard of the New Age was the "Peace Movement" of the 1960's which condemned traditional morality. The NAM also drew from Radical Environmentalism, Radical Feminism and Feminist spirituality of the 1970's while it gained popularity around the world. Today the NAM has been able to successfully infiltrate almost every major institution, both religious and secular.
Appearance of Good/Reality of Evil

The NAM, on the surface, appears to be a good thing. It promises global peace, health, personal and spiritual growth, and environmental stability. 
However, the methods it promotes to achieve these goals are cleverly hidden beneath this benevolent surface appearance. A closer scrutiny reveals a dark, sinister methodology for drawing people away from the Jesus Christ and towards individualism, and the religious practices of pagans, belief in reincarnation, and the power of the "Self".

Nevertheless, the NAM, on the surface, does not deny the existence of Jesus Christ - to do so would scare off most Christians in an instant. Instead, clever syntax is applied, while traditional aspects of our faith are redefined. Jesus Christ becomes less than what He is, God, and instead is relegated to becoming one of a number of "Spiritual Guides" or "Ascended Masters" who were mere humans who "evolved" into higher beings after discovering and using "ancient wisdom." Indeed, the NAM promises that any individual can attain this status through "Self Realization" or "Higher Consciousness" of the fact of one's own "Higher Self", "God-Self", or "Divinity". Essentially, each individual can become God.

Forbidden Fruit

The NAM is riddled with occult and other forbidden practices which make up the "ancient wisdom", including mediumship, channeling, divination, astrology, consulting spirits of the dead, tarot cards, crystals, palm reading, ouija boards, psychic powers, Yoga, transcendental meditation, rose poetry, past-life regression, etc. 
God spoke to Moses about such practices:

"Let there not be found among you anyone who immolates his son or daughter in the fire, nor fortune teller, soothsayer, charmer, diviner, or caster of spells, nor one who consults ghosts and spirits or seeks oracles from the dead. Anyone who does such things is an abomination to the Lord." (Deuteronomy 18:10-12)

"Do not turn aside to idols, nor make molten gods for yourselves. I, the Lord, am your God." (Leviticus 19:4)

"The Spirit says clearly that some men will abandon their faith in later times. They will obey lying spirits and follow the teaching of demons." (1 Timothy 4:1)

Despite the clear implications of such practices, an increasing number of people are abandoning their true faith to follow some or many aspects of the NAM. People today are replacing God with evil spirits and pagan gods, just as the ancient Israelites and Egyptians did during the time of Moses. The seductions are subtle, but at its core is Satan himself. He is promising, just as he did in the Garden of Eden, that the forbidden fruit will make us gods.
"No Sin, No Hell"

The concepts of sin and hell do not exist in the NAM. Reincarnation and "ascension" are the explanations given by the NAM. "Original blessing" replace the concept of original sin, and Man's fall from grace is now termed Man's "ascension". 
The redemptive power of the cross is no longer needed, and in this way Jesus' Crucifixion is no longer meaningful and can therefore be totally ignored. Some aspects of the "New Age" depersonalize Jesus Christ by referring to a "Christ Consciousness" (Eckankar) who came through various persons throughout the ages, or a "Cosmic Christ" (Rosicrucianism).

Evil Spirits in Disguise

Satan, as well as the other evil spirits, are fallen angels who turned away from God. Yet they have the power to appear to people as benevolent. Saint Paul warns

"Even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light." (2 Corinthians 11:14)

What appears to some New Agers to be a "Divine Light" is, in reality, the "Shining Darkness" of Satan. Despite the attractiveness, and apparent concern shown by these "Spirit Guides", these spirits will ultimately lead to spiritual oppression and other forms of spiritual destruction here on Earth, and possibly serious consequences in the life to come.
Truth=Jesus Christ

Catholics and other Christians need to become more aware of the lures and traps of the NAM in order to avoid them. We must reject the lies and false promises of Satan's NAM, and give ourselves completely to the Truth that is Jesus Christ. Satan wishes to rule the world, but God will ultimately triumph. He alone is our hope and our salvation. 

Responding to the Lure of the New Age
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With Fr Paolo Scarafoni LC, Pontifical Academy of Theology, March 2, 2004

NOTE: THIS INTERVIEW FOLLOWS THE RELEASE OF THE FEBRUARY 2003 VATICAN DOCUMENT ON THE NEW AGE BY A YEAR- MICHAEL
Interview with Father Paolo Scarafoni of the Academy of Theology
ROME, March 2, 2004 (Zenit.org) A yearning for spirituality and a good dose of distress can even lead Catholics to the New Age, says a member of the Pontifical Academy of Theology.
The Church can counter that phenomenon, says Legionary Father Paolo Scarafoni, by proclaiming Jesus Christ "living and risen," "whose person has greater fascination than any other" and who fills life with meaning.
Father Scarafoni, who is also rector of the Regina Apostolorum Pontifical Athenaeum, was one of the speakers at last Friday's worldwide videoconference on "The Church, New Age and Sects," organized by the Congregation for Clergy.

"New Age does not consider original sin and tends not to consider man's sin and, therefore, not to make man responsible for his actions," Father Scarafoni explains in this interview with ZENIT. 
"New Age is nourished by Jung's psychology, whose approach is clearly anti-Christian."
Despite its name, New Age ideas "derive from ancient religions and cultures.
What is genuinely new is the conscious search for an alternative to Western culture and its Judeo-Christian roots," the priest says, referring to the document of the pontifical councils for culture and for interreligious dialogue: "Jesus Christ, Bearer of Living Water: A Christian Reflection on the New Age."

Q: How can the success of New Age be explained, even among Christians and Catholics?
Father Scarafoni: It depends at least on three elements: an essential element in human nature -- the yearning for spirituality and prayer; an existential element -- the desire to be rid of the distress that many experience in present-day Western society, which does not guarantee stability or a future; and a psychological element, that is, the proposal of a spirituality that springs from the encounter between esoteric culture and psychology to verify the transformation and peace obtained through techniques.

Q: How does New Age propose peace to escape from the division and distress of Western culture?
Father Scarafoni: In several ways -- all far from the Christian experience. The fad of trips to India; the search for mystical experiences; the experience of drugs that produce states of consciousness that enable one to perceive the unity of reality; "sexual mysticism," which would allow for profoundly loving relations only after full liberation from sexual taboos; recourse to esoteric traditions - Gnosticism, alchemy, astrology, magic, spiritism, witchcraft, religions oriented to mystery; Satanism and occult sciences. Crystal-therapy is very widespread. Some New Age books argue that crystals have a hidden intelligence capable of influencing our lives, and they teach how to enter into contact with their supposed power.

Q: Followers of New Age often talk about the angels.
Father Scarafoni: There is a genuine fixation with angels, which the followers of Aquarius see everywhere.

But their angels have nothing in common with those of Christians. They have strange names and powers similar to those of talismans and amulets. To them are added many other popular figures of the New Age, such as "guiding spirits" and varied "entities."

Q: Peace and happiness are the feelings New Age proposes.
Father Scarafoni: It's true, but they are aspirations whose way of fulfillment goes against the Catholic Church.
The conclusions shared by these and other ways of searching for peace and happiness are: the need to abolish truths and dogmas that break and divide the vision of reality, and refuge in intuition and in the irrational mysterious; the need to suppress churches or forms of stable organization of religions, especially the hierarchy of the Catholic Church; the search for a new mysticism accessible to all.

Q: Of what does the new mysticism consist, which they propose?
Father Scarafoni: The new mysticism, also practiced by many Catholics, is nourished by the most varied traditions of prayer, especially Eastern. It rejects the vision of a transcendent God, separated and far from us. It
provides for inner purification, signs and wonders, a phase of interior emptiness and, finally the attainment of an encounter with "oneself," the real self, which is one with God, with the universe, and with all that exists.

Q: How does the Church plan to address the challenge posed by this movement?
Father Scarafoni: The pastoral principles to address the New Age phenomenon are: the confident presentation of the relation between faith and reason; the school of Christian prayer and of active participation in the sacraments, appealing also to the great tradition of the Christian heritage; the proclamation of Jesus Christ, living and risen and at present in communication with us, whose person has a fascination that is greater than any other and whose presence fills with meaning the life of every man; the view of the world as creation that is loved by God, Creator, and that is led to fulfillment by him.
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