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Introduction

The average Christian has little idea what the concepts and ideals of the New Age really are. Then when they encounter New Age vocabulary confusion really sets in. New Agers often play semantic word games, using the same words Christians do yet the definitions use bear no resemblance to the Christian definitions. This brief dictionary is designed to help you understand New Age terminology as they define their terms. 

Key to the letters following each word:

| N - New Age | O - Occult | S - Satanic | H - Hindu | M - Mysticism | W - Wicca or Witchcraft |
  

Age of Aquarius - N 

Astrologers believe that evolution goes through cycles corresponding to the signs of the zodiac, each lasting from 2,000 to 2,400 years. New Age advocates say we are now moving from the cycle associated with Pisces into the one associated with Aquarius. The Aquarian Age will supposedly be characterized by a heightened degree of spiritual or cosmic consciousness. 

Agent - N 

A person sending a telepathic message. 

Akashic Record - N 

Imperishable records of every person's every word, thought or act inscribed in the earth or spirit realms. 

Alpha - N 

The physical body. 

Animism - N 

The belief that inanimate things (such as plants) possess a soul or spirit. New Age advocates see animism as a way of rededicating the earth. 

Anthroposophy - N 

An esoteric cult founded by German mystic Rudolf Steiner. The term literally means "wisdom of man." It teaches that we possess the truth within ourselves. The system of thought is occultic and spiritistic. 

Ascended Masters - N 

Refers to those who have supposedly reached the highest level of spiritual consciousness and have become guides of the spiritual evolution of mankind. 

Ascension of Christ - N 

This is reinterpreted in a mystical way to refer to the rise of the "Christ-consciousness" in mankind. It describes the awareness that man is divine. 

Astral Body - N 

A spiritual body capable of projection from the physical body. The astral body survives death. 

Astral Flight - N 

Soul travel occurring particularly during sleep or deep meditation. 

Attunement - N 

A New Age counterpart to prayer. Also referred to as at-one-ment, the term relates primarily to the New Age idea that complete oneness with God can be experienced by human beings. 

Aura - N 

Radiated glow or halo surrounding living beings. 

Automatic Writing 

Writing produced without conscious thought of a living person; written message given through a spirit guide with a pencil or typewriter. 
Avatar - N 

A person who "descends" into human form from above as a manifestation of divinity and who reveals divine truth to people. Such a one has supposedly progressed beyond the need to be reincarnated in another body (i.e., there is no further "bad karma" to work off). 

Bhagavad Gita - H 

Hindu sacred scripture. 

Blood of Christ - N 

This is understood by some New Agers to refer to the "life-energy" of the Cosmic Christ. This "blood" supposedly flowed from the cross into the etheric (or spiritual) realms of the earth. From these realms, the Christ seeks to guide the spiritual evolution of mankind. 

Bodhisattva - N, H 

A being who has supposedly earned the right to enter into Nirvana or into illumination, but instead voluntarily turns back from that state in order to aid humanity in attaining the same goal. The Christ is said to be a Bodhisattva. 

Buddha - N 

"The Enlightened One." An avatar or messenger. 

Caballa - M 

See Kabala 

Channeling - N 

A New Age form of mediumship or spiritism. The channeled yields control of his/her perceptual and cognitive capacities to a spiritual entity with the intent of receiving paranormal information. 

Chinook Learning Community - N 

A New Age educational community located in the Pacific Northwest. This group sponsors both long and short-term educational programs on personal and social transformation, New Age spirituality, and how to live with an ecological perspective. 

Clairaudience - N, O 

Ability to hear mentally without using the ears. 

Clairvoyance - N, O 

Ability to see mentally without using the eyes, beyond ordinary time and space limits; also called "Second Sight." 

Consciousness Revolution - N 

New Age advocates call for a "consciousness revolution" a new way of looking at and experiencing life. The primary focus of the new consciousness is oneness with God, all mankind, the earth, and with the entire universe. 

Control - N 

The Spirit that sends messages through a medium in trance. 

Cosmic Christ - N 

In esoteric schools of thought, the Christ is considered to be a universal spirit or a cosmic force. The primary goal of this impersonal spirit or force is to guide the spiritual evolution of mankind. 

Cosmic Consciousness - N 

A spiritual and mystical perception that all in the universe is "one." To attain cosmic consciousness is to see the universe as God and God as the universe. 

Cosmic Humanism - N 

In contrast to normative humanism that sees man as the measure of all things, cosmic humanism sees man as having virtually unlimited potential because of his inner divinity. 

Crystals - N 

New Age advocates believe that crystals contain incredible healing and energizing powers. Crystals are often touted as being able to restore the "how of energy" in the human body. 

Deja Vu - N 

The feeling of having already experienced an event or place that is being encountered for the very first time. 
Discarnate - N 

The soul or personality of a living creature who has died. 

Dowser - N, O 

A sensitive who uses a forked stick that points to hidden water, oil, buried money, lost articles, or people. 

Earth Logos - N 

Some New Age advocates believe that the Earth Logos is a great spiritual being who is the ensouling life of planet earth. The earth is considered a physical manifestation (or body) of this spiritual intelligence. 

Ectoplasm - N, O 

A white filmy substance pouring from a medium's bodily openings, supposedly denoting the presence of a disembodied spirit. 

Esalen Institute - N 

A "growth center" that offers a wide variety of workshops for mind, body, and spirit. It is located in Big Sur, California. 

Esoteric - N 

A word used to describe knowledge that is possessed or understood only by a few. 
Esoteric Christianity - N 

A mystical form of Christianity that sees its "corn truth" as identical to the "core truth" of every other religion (i.e., man is divine). This form of Christianity is at home with Aldous Huxley's "perennial philosophy." (See: Perennial Philosophy.) 

ESP – N, O 

Extrasensory perception encompassing paranormal abilities such as telepathy, precognition, and clairvoyance. 

ESP Cards - N 

A pack of twenty-five cards bearing five symbols, including stars, squares, circles, crosses, and waves. 

Exoteric Christianity - N 

A form of Christianity identified with historic or orthodox Christianity that New Agers would describe as being devoid of all spiritual authenticity; 

Fall of Man - N 

Refers to the fall of man's consciousness. A fallen consciousness is one that recognizes the existence of only the material realm. The Christ is believed to have "redeemed" man in the sense that he enabled man to perceive the spiritual world behind the material world. 

Findhorn Community - N 

A legendary New Age community located in the North of Scotland. This group offers an ongoing educational program in the principles of New Age spirituality. 

Gaia - N 

A Greek name for the goddess of the earth. It also refers to a scientific hypothesis formulated by James Lovelock whereby all living matter on the earth is believed to be a single living organism. In such a scheme, humanity is considered the nervous system of the living earth. 

Globalism - N 

A modern-day term referring to the need for a transformation from the present nation-state divisions into a one-world community. 

Gnosticism - N 

A tradition going back to the second century which holds that salvation comes through intuitive "gnosis" or knowledge of one's supposed divinity. 

God - N 

A being who has "many faces." He (it) is considered a radically immanent being who is often referred to as a "universal consciousness," "universal life," or "universal energy." The New Age god is more or less an impersonal force that pervades the universe. 

Graphology - N 

Character analysis and foretelling based on handwriting. 

Great Invocation - N 

A New Age prayer that has been translated into over eighty languages. The purpose of this prayer is to invoke the presence of the Cosmic Christ on earth, thus leading to the oneness and brotherhood of all mankind. 

Group Guru - N 

A slang New Age term referring to the idea that the Cosmic Christ is incarnate in all of humanity. All mankind is seen as a single "guru." 

Guru - N 

Teacher or master. 

Harmonic Convergence - N 

The assembly of New Age meditators gathered at the same propitious astrological time in different locations to usher in peace on earth and one-world government. 

Holism - N 

The theory that all reality is organically one. Everything in the universe is viewed as interrelated and interdependent. 

Holistic Health - N 

Holistic health sees the body as an inter-related organism. Its goal is to treat the whole person (body, mind, and spirit) as opposed to merely treating a particular sickness. 

Hologram - N 

A three-dimensional projection resulting from the interaction of laser beams. Scientists have discovered that the image of an entire hologram can be reproduced from any one of its many component parts. New Agers use this to illustrate the oneness of all reality. 

Homeopathy - N 

A system of medicine rooted in occult ideas that was developed by Samuel Hahnemann. It claims to manipulate the "vital force" of the human body by transferring the power of homeopathic medicines that have been potentised by a process of dilutions and succession (vigorous shaking with impact). 

Human Potential Movement - N 

A movement with roots in humanistic psychology that stresses man's essential goodness and unlimited potential. 

Initiation - O 

This occult term is generally used in reference to the expansion or transformation of a person's consciousness. An "initiate" is one whose consciousness has been transformed so that he now perceives inner realities. There are varying "degrees" of initiation (i.e., "first degree initiates," "second-degree initiates," etc.). 

Inner Self or Higher Self - N 

Refers to the inner divine nature possessed by human beings. All people are said to possess an inner self, though not all are aware of it. 

Interdependence or Interconnectedness - N 

These words are used by New Agers to describe the oneness and essential unity of everything in the universe. All of reality is viewed as interdependent and interconnected. 

Jesus - N 

An avatar who attained a high level of attunement to the Cosmic Christ. This enabled him to become a bodily vehicle for the Christ for a period of three years. (See: Avatar) 

Kabala (Caballa, Qaballah) - M, O 

Hebrew mystery lore based on mystical interpretation of the Bible; magical, occult practices stemming largely from the Middle Ages. 

Karma - H, N 

Refers to the "debt" accumulated against a soul as a result of good or bad actions committed during one's life (or lives). If one accumulates good karma, he will supposedly be reincarnated in a desirable state. If one accumulates bad karma, he will be reincarnated in a less desirable state. 

Kirlian Photography - N 

A photographic process that measures living auras. 

Kundalini - N 

The elemental energy of the human body which, like a serpent, rests coiled at the base of the spine. 

Levitation - O 

Raising of objects or people off the ground without using physical energy. 

Lucis Trust - N
Originally incorporated as the Lucifer Publishing Company, the Lucis Trust oversees the Lucis Publishing Company, World Goodwill, and Arcane School. Lucis Trust owns all the copyrights of the Alice Bailey books. Magic Circle Ring drawn by occultists to protect them from the spirits and demons they call up by incantations and rituals. 

Maitreya - N
The name has its roots in a legendary Buddha figure. Some New Age advocates believe that the "second coming of Christ" occurred in 1977 in the person of Maitreya. 

Mandala 

A design, usually concentric, that focuses attention to a single point. 

Mantra – N, H
A word or phrase that is to be chanted repetitively in an effort to empty the mind and attain "cosmic consciousness" (oneness with God and the universe). 

Mass Incarnation - N 

An incarnation of the Christ in all of humanity. New Age advocates say that this incarnation is presently taking place on a planetary scale, and is not unlike the incarnation of the Cosmic Christ in the body of Jesus 2,000 years ago. 

Medium 

A psychic or sensitive living person whose body is used as a vehicle for communicating with spirits. 

Metaphysics 

The science of the supernatural. 

Monism - N
A metaphysical theory that sees all of reality as a unified whole. Everything in the universe is seen as being made of the same stuff. 

Network - N
An informal, decentralized organization created by like-minded individuals who are interested in addressing specific problems and offering possible solutions. All of this takes place outside of conventional institutions. 

New Age Movement - N
A loose organization of people, many of them "Yuppies," who believe the world has entered the Aquarian Age when peace on earth and one-world government will rule. They see themselves as advanced in consciousness, rejecting Judeo-Christian values and the Bible in favor of Oriental philosophies and religion. Among them may be found environmentalists, nuclear-freeze proponents, Marxist-socialist utopians, mind-control advocates, ESP cultists, spiritists, witchcraft practitioners, and others using magical rites. 

Nirvana 

Liberation from earthly things; paradise. 

Numerology 

The analysis of hidden or prophetic meanings of numbers. 
Occultism 

Belief in supernatural forces and beings. 

Om 

A word symbolizing Brahma, the Creator God. 

One-Worlders - N
Those who advocate the abolition of nations, working to hand over power to a single-world government similar in structure to the present United Nations; off-shoots of the United World Federalists founded in the 1930s. 

Ouiji Board 

Game board containing all the letters of the alphabet plus numbers from 0 to 9 and "Yes/No." A sliding pointer (planchette) spells out words in answer to questions asked by players. 

Out-of-Body Experience 

Leaving the physical body while at rest, asleep, near death, or temporarily dead. 

Pantheism - N
Doctrine that identifies God with the whole universe, every particle, tree, table, animal, and person being part of Him. 

Paradigm Shift - N
Refers to a shift in world views. The so-called "new paradigm" (new model or form) is pantheistic (all is God) and monastic (all is one). 

Paranormal 

Beyond or above normal human powers or senses. 

Parapsychology 

Study of psychic phenomena using scientific methods. 

Pendulum 

Heavy object on a string, used for dowsing or fortune telling. 

Pentagram 

Five-pointed star used in magical ceremonies. A satanic symbol. 

Percipient 

Person who receives telepathic messages. 

Perennial Philosophy - N
A term coined by Aldous Huxley that sees all religious truth or experience as one and the same. This philosophy proposes that even though the externals of the various religions may differ, the essence or core truth is the same in each. 

Plan, The - N
A phrase that occurs often in the writings of Alice Bailey. It refers to specific preparations in the world for a New Age and a New Age Christ. These preparations are carried out by the "Masters of the Hierarchy," a group of exalted beings who supposedly guide the spiritual evolution of people on earth. Though this teaching of the Plan does actually exist, the term has been sensationalized by some Christian writers. These writers have mistakenly hypothesized that New Agers are completely unified in a "behind-the-scenes manipulation" of world events in or-der to conquer the world for its true god, Lucifer. 

Planetary Citizens - N
A New Age activist group committed to engendering a "planetary consciousness" among both New Agers and the general public. 

Planetization - N
New Age advocates believe that the various threats facing the human race require a global solution. This solution is "planetization." The word refers to the unifying of the world into a corporate brotherhood. 

Poltergeist 

German word for a noisy, mischievous, destructive spirit (a demon). 

Precognition 

Advance knowledge of future events. 

PSI 

Term used in place of psychic or paraphysical; ESP. 

Psychic Birth - N
A quickening of spiritual or cosmic consciousness and power. This new consciousness is one that recognizes oneness with God and the universe. Psychic birth is an occult counterpart to the Christian new birth. 

Psychic Energy - N
Extrasensory energy that enables people to do miracles. 

Psychic Healer - N
A person who cures mental or physical ill-ness from the cosmic energy emanating through the healer's hands. 

Psychoanalysis - N
Tracing mental and physical ills back to hurtful childhood experiences; based on Sigmund Freud's theories. 

Psychometry 

Reading information from an object about events involving the person who owns it, usually by handling it. 
Psychotechnologies - N
Refers to the various approaches or systems aimed at deliberately altering one's consciousness. 

Qaballah 

See Kabala 

Reincarnation - N, H 

Refers to the cyclical evolution of a person's soul as it repeatedly passes from one body to another at death. This process continues until the soul reaches a state of perfection. 

Retrocognition 

Knowledge of past events learned paranormally. 

Right Brain Learning - N
The right hemisphere of the brain is believed to be the center of intuitive and creative thought (as opposed to the rational nature of the left hemisphere). New Agers have seized on this as a justification to bring "right brain learning techniques" into the classroom. These techniques include meditation, yoga, and guided imagery. 

Séance 

A gathering of people seeking communication with deceased loved ones or famous historical figures through a medium. 

Second Coming of Christ - N
Understood by some as the coming of the Cosmic Christ in all of humanity, related to the New Age concept of the "mass incarnation." The Second Coming is supposedly now occurring in the hearts and minds of people all over the earth. Others associate it specifically with the appearance of Maitreya as the avatar of this age. 

Self-realization - N
New Agers use this as a synonym for God-realization. It refers to a personal recognition of one's divinity. 

Sensitive 

A person who frequently demonstrates extrasensory gifts such as clairvoyance, telepathy, or precognition. 

Shaman 

A medicine man/woman or witch doctor. 

Solar Logos - N
Believed by some to be a mighty spiritual being who is the ensouling life of the solar system. The material solar system is simply a physical manifestation (or body) of this living intelligence. 

Spirit Control - N
A disembodied spirit who relays messages from dead people to the living through a trance medium. 

Spirit Guide - N
A spiritual entity who provides information of "guidance," often through a medium or channeled. The spirit provides guidance only after the channeled relinquishes his perceptual and cognitive capacities into its control. 

Spiritual Hierarchy of Masters - N
New Age advocates believe these spiritual "masters" are highly evolved men who, having already perfected themselves, are now guiding the rest of humanity to this same end. 

Spiritualist or Spiritist 

Person who believes in the ability to contact departed souls through a medium. 

Subject 

Person used for experiments in ESP studies. 

Sufism 

Persian mystical religion based on Islam. 

Syncretism - N
The attempt to combine or unify differing religious systems. New Age gurus often claim that all the world religions teach the same core truth: all people possess an inner divinity. 

Synergy - N
A principle which states that the whole is greater than the sum of its parts. 

Taoism 

A Chinese religion and philosophy that sees the universe as engaged in ceaseless motion and activity. All is considered to be in continual flux. The universe is intrinsically dynamic. This continual cosmic process is called the "Tao" by the Chinese. The process is described in terms of Yin and Yang. (See: Yin/Yang.) 

Tarot Cards 

Deck of seventy-eight cards that supposedly reveal the secrets of man and the universe. 

Telekinesis 

The ability to move physical objects by force of will or mental energy alone; also called psychokinesis. 

Telepathy 

Communication between minds by extrasensory means. 

Tetragram 

A magic diagram shaped as a four-pointed star. 
Theosophy - N
A school of thought founded by Helena P. Blavatsky. The term literally means "divine wisdom." The goals of Theosophy are to (1) form a universal brother-hood; (2) do comparative study of world religions, science, and philosophy; and, (3) investigate the psychic and spiritual powers latent in man. Theosophy is the forerunner of much New Age thought. 

Third Eye
An imaginary eye in the forehead believed to be the center of psychic vision. 
Trance - N
A mental state resembling sleep during which the conscious mind rests while the spirit entity takes over the medium's body. 

Trance Channeler - N
The newest term for "trance medium." (See: Medium.) 

Transformation - N
New Age advocates promote both personal and planetary transformation. Personal transformation involves the changes wrought in one's life by increasing Self-realization. As more and more people are personally transformed, the planet too will be transformed into a global brotherhood. 

Trumpet Medium 

A psychic or sensitive who brings forth "spirit voices" through a trumpet at séances. 

UFO - N
Unidentified flying object; flying saucer. 

Unity-in-Diversity Council - N
A New Age "metanetwork" of over 100 networks and groups rallying for global cooperation and interdependence. 

Veda 

The most ancient of the Hindu scriptures. 

Visualization - N
Also known as "guided imagery," visualization basically refers to "mind over matter." It involves the attempt to bring about change in the material realm by the power of the mind. 

Warlock 

A wizard or sorcerer; a male witch. 

World Goodwill - N
A New Age political lobby that aims to unfold "the Plan" as spelled out in the writings of Alice Bailey. 

Yin/Yang - N
Chinese names referring to the active and passive principles of the universe. Yin refers to the female or [in-active] negative force; Yang to the male or active force. These two polar forces continually interplay with each other. The words are used to describe the constant How of motion and change in the universe (i.e., the "Tao"). 

Yoga - N, H
A means of becoming united with the supreme being, or with the universal soul. 

Yogi 

Someone who practices yoga. 

Zodiac 

The band of twelve constellations along the plane of the ecliptic through which pass the sun, moon and planets across the sky. Each constellation, or sign, is attributed symbolic significance and associations that affect various aspects of life on Earth. 

Pastor Brown discontinued his categorisation of the terms from the letter "L" onwards. However, I have continued to indicate some of the New Age terms in red. – Michael
The Tangled Web of (Alternative) Healthcare Exotica

http://logosresourcepages.org/NewAge/healthex.htm
By Pastor David L. Brown, Ph. D.

The following are supernaturalistic methods I became aware of after I finished my second book, "Alternative" Healthcare: A Comprehensive Guide (Prometheus Books, 1994). All have been promoted within the last five years. Often, it is difficult or impossible to determine where one method ends and another begins. The small-fry and mom-and-pop methods of the alternative-medicine marketplace vastly outnumber the showstoppers. To brush them off is a folly, for their collective effect is widespread and formidable. 
Acu-point therapy 

Mode of counseling psychology based partly on acupuncture theory and promoted by Mitchell J. Rabin, M.A. 

Advanced energy healing 

Alleged "journey" into "higher realms" of understanding whereby one supposedly connects with one's "divine self." Taught by Robert T. Jaffe, M.D., the method involves meditation and, for "physical healing," the awareness release techniques. 

Agartha personal life-balancing program (Agartha program) 

Thirty-five-day audio-tape program for reducing stress and promoting "complete health." Each of the seven "harmonic" tapes combines sounds purportedly "developed" to alter "energy currents" within specific chakras. The program's creator, author Meredith Lady Young, allegedly has a "non-physical" teacher called "Mentor." In The Agartha Program I Use Guide: A Personal Life Balancing Program (Stillpoint Publishing, 1986), Young states the premise of her program: "[All physical matter is really a composite of light waves and sound frequencies." The booklet claims: "The sound vibrations produced by the music gently massage the energy center or 'chakra' thereby reducing distress and improving the flow of life force through the body. The resulting benefit is to allow you to use your full potential, in every aspect of your life." 
Alpha calm therapy 

Combination of guided imagery and Ericksonian hypnotherapy (a "non-directive" form of hypnotism). 

Amplified energy therapy 

Form of "energy healing" promoted by Richard Gordon. Its premise is that people can learn to maneuver their "life-force energy" toward following the body's "innate intelligence." 

BioEssence therapy 

System developed by Paul Pitchford. It includes BioEssence bodywork (based on Zen shiatsu), BioEssence "release work" (which involves stylized breathing), diet, herbalism, Qigong, tai chi, and traditional Chinese "diagnostic" methods. 

Chakra and cellular memory healing 

System promoted by author and "reiki master" Dr. Ojela Frank. It involves affirmations, "conscious breathing" (probably rebirthing), counseling, "emotional healing," "energy self-assessment," and guided imagery, and occasionally "regression work." "Regression work" probably refers to past-life therapy (also called regression therapy), whose crux is past-life regression. 

Connective tissue therapy (CTT) 

"Spiritual" mode of bodywork developed by Paul and Nancy Marcus. It allegedly helps to free "stagnant energy." ("Bodywork" is a generic term for manual or physical-exercise related "healing.") 

Contact reflex analysis (sm) (CRA) 

Variant of applied kinesiology (AK) co-founded by chiropractor Dick A. Versendaal (of Holland, Michigan), who is its chief proponent. According to CRA theory, the surface of the human body has about 75 "reflex" points that serve as windows to numerous conditions. The practitioner pulls downward on the patient's out-stretched arm while he keeps part of his hand on a "reflex" point. Versendaal claims that the back of the hand is electronegative, the palm is positive, and the fingers are neutral. Arm weakness supposedly indicates an incipient or full-blown health problem corresponding to the "reflex" point. Practitioners prescribe nutritional supplements for the alleged problems they thus "discover." A massage therapist's ad in the May/June 1994 issue of Newlife claimed that CRA can help most health problems, including cardiac problems and viral infections. AK is an elaborate system of pseudo-diagnosis and treatment centering on "muscle testing." 

Detroit chiropractor George J. Goodheart, Jr., introduced applied kinesiology as a diagnostic method in 1964. He theorized that muscle groups share "energy pathways" with internal organs and that, therefore, every organ dysfunction is discoverable in a related muscle. Testing muscles for relative strength and tone supposedly taps the body's "innate intelligence" and enables practitioners to detect specific dysfunctions. 

Core zero balancing (zero balancing) 

Variant of acupressure that posits "bone energy," chakras, and an "energy body." "Acupressure" refers to any treatment involving the surface stimulation of acupuncture points either with the hands alone or with hand-held tools. The word may also refer specifically to shiatsu (see "Whole health shiatsu," below). 

Creative concentration (tm) 

Program involving "energy work" and meditation promoted by Miriam Belov, M.A. 

Crystal therapeutics(sm) 

System based on the books Crystal Therapeutics and Advanced Crystal Therapeutics, both by Ojela Frank (see "Chakra and cellular memory healing," above). It involves "energy assessment," crystal healing, energy balancing, guided imagery, and counseling. (The November December 1989 issue of Newlife carried an ad for a seven-level training program in crystal therapeutics. In the ad, the title "Rev." preceded Frank's name.) 

Divine Will healing 

Method promoted by Ram Smith, a staff member at the Poconos retreat of the Ananda Church of Self Realization. It derives from the teachings of Paramahansa Yogananda (1893-1952). Its main postulate is that people can transmit or project "divine healing light" by aligning their will with "divine will." 

Dr. Lynch's holistic self-health program 

Three-month path to "total well-being" developed by chiropractor James P.B. Lynch, author of the book of the same name. The cornerstone of the program and lifestyle is a teaching tool Lynch calls the "holistic triangle," which consists of: 

a mental/spiritual "base" of education, motivation, and self love; 
a physical "side," which focuses on exercise and physical treatment; and 

a chemical "side," which involves "detoxification" ("cleansing") through diet. 

Lynch postulates that everyone possesses "innate powers" that are usable for self-healing. A flyer I received in August 1994 from Lynch's office included acupressure and "chiropractic adjustments" in a list titled "Physical," and homeopathy and macrobiotics in a list titled "Chemical." It states: "Love is the most powerful healing force!" Drawing inspiration from the Old Testament story of David v. Goliath, it depicts chiropractors, faith healers, the health food industry, naturopaths, and "nutritionalists" as loving, God-trusting wielders of truth. 

Ecstasy breathing (r) 

Process created by Valnn Dayne involving music and breath regenesis, a variant of rebirthing. Its alleged purpose is "reconnection" with a "Power of Life" that is greater than one's self. Rebirthing is a mode of bodywork in which practitioners induce clients to hyperventilate and encourage them to reenact the birth process. It is the crux of primal therapy -- the subject of the 1970 book The Primal Scream. 

Etheric touch 

Variant of contact healing (the laying on of hands) and chakra healing expounded by hypnotist Ted Andrews in The Healer's Manual: A Beginner's Guide to Vibrational Therapies (1993). Its basic premise is that, through the hands, humans can sense "energy imbalances and project "vibrations" (augmentable with "divine force") that boost self-healing. The method does not entail physical contact. 

Feng shui (pronounced "foong shway" or "fung schay") 

Ancient Chinese art of situating or orienting material structures and towns. Its purported objective is to "rebalance" and unblock "stagnant" chi. This allegedly enables stability of health. 

Going Home(tm) 

Derivative of Hemi-Sync introduced in 1994 by The Monroe Institute, in Virginia. The institute's introductory postcard stated that this 12-audiotape system offers "extraordinary opportunities" to people who want to overcome their fear of death. Hemi-Sync is an audiotape system that allegedly can control pain, increase strength, lower blood pressure, reduce appetite, weaken addictive behavior, hasten recovery from illness or surgery, enhance recovery of speech and motor skills after a stroke, and control the metabolism of food by either maximizing or minimizing "the caloric value retained." A 1993 institute bulletin stated that Hemi-Sync 2000 -- an "intensive", residential form -- involves "training in manipulation of subtle energy fields that directly effect [sic] the physical body." (My advice: stay home.) 

Heartwood massage 

"Holistic" system promoted by the Heartwood Institute, Ltd., in Garberville, California. It involves Swedish massage, hypnotherapy, and polarity energy balancing. According to "polarity" theory, the top and right side of the body have a positive charge, and the feet and left side have a negative charge. Thus, practitioners place their right hand (+) on "negatively charged" parts of the client's body, and their left hand (-) on "positively charged" parts. 

Herbal crystallization analysis (HCA, herbal identification, herbal tracer test) 

Pseudo-diagnostic method developed by George Benner, a "Master Herbologist." Apparently, Benner's primary inspiration was a method of botanical identification developed by occultist Rudolf Steiner in the 1920s. Steiner's method involved crystallizing the sap of botanical specimens with a solution of copper sulfate. The result was a crystalline fingerprint of the herb. Benner similarly processed saliva. He decided that resultant salivary configurations correlated with the configurations of folkloric botanical prescriptions for the donors' health problems. The number of specimens of a single herb that match a saliva specimen is allegedly a barometer of the donor's need for that herb: the more matches, the greater the need. 

Light energy implantations 

One of Ojela Frank's offerings (see "Chakra and cellular memory healing,' above). It is an adjunct to chakra healing in which chakras are the objects of "implantations." 

Love-powered diet 

"Revolutionary" system concocted by Victoria Moran and based on the Twelve Steps. Twelve-Step programs purportedly advance recovery from various addictions and compulsive behaviors. They oblige participants to foster a connection with God or an alleged transpersonal "spiritual energy" or superhuman "power." Organizations that use the Twelve Steps include Alcoholics Anonymous, Emotions Anonymous, Fundamentalists Anonymous, Overeaters Anonymous, and Sexaholics Anonymous. In The Love-Powered Diet: When Willpower Is Not Enough (1992), Moran uses the terms God, Goddess, Higher Power, Higher Self; Love, Nature, and Spirit interchangeably. The first principles of her system add up to: People with eating-related problems (e.g., bingeing) cannot resolve them on their own; with their permission, however, a "Higher Power" will "work some wonders" in their lives. Moran advises writing, praying, and talking casually to God and provides anthroposophical, Christian, Hindu, Native American, and Sikh prayers. 

Magical aromatherapy 

Vitalistic offshoot of aromatherapy (also called conventional or holistic aromatherapy) expounded by author Scott Cunningham. Generic aromatherapy is the use of essential oils from plants, flowers, or wood resins to affect mood or promote health. Treatments include sniffing, ingestion, and application to the skin (usually with massage). The following attributes distinguish magical aromatherapy. 

Self-administration is preferable. 

Its aims (e.g., love and money) need not relate to health. 

Visualization of a needed change accompanies inhalation of a scent. 
"Bio-electrical energy," which Cunningham describes as "non-physical" and "natural," merges with the scent and is programmable by visualization. 

Neo-Reichian massage 

System based on theories developed by Wilhelm Reich (1897-1957), the "discoverer" of orgone (a variant of the "vital force"). Practitioners purport to locate and dissolve "holding patterns" ("body armoring"). Reich postulated that obstructions to orgone cause neuroses and most physical disorders. Muscular contractions ("body armor") in various parts of the body supposedly manifest such "blockages." 

N.I.A. technique 

Form of exercise that allegedly 'integrates body, mind, and spirit and "opens" the heart and mind. "N.I.A." stands for "neural inter-muscular action." 

Nutrition Kinesiology (NK) 

Alleged means of identifying: 

health-impairing (e.g., allergenic) foods and other substances and 

"corrective" nutrients. 

NK involves "muscle testing a la applied kinesiology (sec "Contact reflex analysis," above) and "acupoint tests." 

OMNI-FORCE 

Modular home-study program developed by Dr. Gerard V. Sunner, a psychiatrist, hypnotist, and reputed world-renowned expert in "Eastern medicine." The program involves self-hypnosis and acupressure. It supposedly enables followers to "recharge" their "energy," "liberate" their alleged sixth sense and possibly their "seventh," and direct "healing energy" to any part of the body. A mailing I received in July, 1994 from the program's publisher, Pierre Pasteur, claims that, with consistent use of OMNI-FORCE, one will meet dangerous situations calmly and "do exactly what's necessary to get out of the situation without any bad consequences." It further claims that, through OMNI FORCE, one "will eat exactly the same quantity that [one's] body needs, without wanting to eat more." 

One Brain(tm) 

Variant of applied kinesiology (AK) whose premise is that the human body retains the dischargeable "energy" of "negative" experiences and beliefs. Proponents recommend One Brain for addictions, anxiety, compulsions, depression, dyslexia and other learning disabilities, low self-esteem, and phobias. 

Planetary herbology (planetary herbalism) 

Integrative system of medical herbalism forked by Michael Tierra, C.A., N.D., O.M.D. (respectively, "certified acupuncturist," "doctor of naturopathy," and "doctor of oriental medicine"). Tierra dedicated Planetary Herbology (Lotus Press, 1988) to "all green, growing, flowering ones of this beautiful planet, who embody the universal creative healing energy." Therein, he describes herbs partly in terms of "energetics" and the "acupuncture meridian pathways" which the herbs are supposed to affect. "Energetics" is based on the concepts of energies"; e.g., "heating," "cooling," "slightly warm," and "neutral" -- and "flavors" ("tastes") e.g., bland (mildly sweet) and salty. These concepts stem from traditional Chinese medicine and ayurveda (specifically tridosha), respectively. 

Polarity energy balancing massage 

System based on the work of Randolph Stone (1890-1982), a chiropractor and naturopath. It has four branches: 

energy balancing bodywork technique, 

polarity yoga, 

diet, and 

"body/mind/spiritual" psychology. 

Polarity psychotherapy 

"Subspecialty" of pranic healing, which is a set of methods compiled by Dr. Choa Kok Sui. Pranic healing posits acupoints, chakras, meridians ("bioplasmic channels"), and a three-layered "energy body." Pranic psychotherapy includes four "healing techniques" in addition to those of pranic healing: 

a "cleansing techniques for the removal and disintegration of "traumatic psychic energy" and such; 

an "advanced form of energizing" for the disintegration of "etheric parasites" and the repair of external "etheric webs" that lie in a one-to-one relation behind chakras; 

activation and inhibition of chakras; and 

creation of a "positive thought entity" for the patient. 

Sui, who is nothing if not imaginative, expounds Pranic Psychotherapy in his book of the same name (Samuel Weiser, 1993). 

Psychogenetics 

Pseudo-diagnostic method promoted by Gayatri Rein Reich. It posits decipherable patterns of "psychological DNA" that are "inherited" by fetuses. 

Reich blood test 

Pseudodiagnostic component of orgonomic medicine, the brainchild of psychoanalyst Wilhelm Reich (see "Neo-Reichian massage," above). Reich coined the word "orgone" to refer to his hypothetical fundamental, omnipresent, life-sustaining, intelligent radiation. The Reich blood test is a purported means of ascertaining overall "energetic health." Its premise is that the morphology of erythrocytes indicates the "energetic state" of an organism at the time of their removal. Supposedly, red blood cells with "bions" (which resemble blue beads) at their center are abnormal. Proponents characterize bions as semi-living, bacterium-sized, vesicular manifestations of orgone and as the building blocks of cells. 
The professional activities of medical orgonomists include administering "orgone charged" water and applying the following devices. The orgone field meter and the vacor tube contribute to pseudodiagnosis. The meter allegedly shows the extent and strength of the patient's "orgone energy field." The vacor tube is an "orgone charged" glass vacuum tube that supposedly glows under the influence of the patient's "orgone energy field." The "medical dor-buster purportedly siphons a toxic form of orgone-"dor" (an acronym for "deadly orgone") - from the patient's body. 

Seven keys meditation program 

System based on seven so-called spiritual keys "revealed" to David Wheeler. The "Keys" purportedly can "unlock" one's maximum potential for "transformation" and healing. During "Initiation," students receive the "Keys" and allegedly access the "Universal Energy' or "Divine Energy" inside them. Supposedly, this "energy" is transmittable. 

Shamanic psychotherapy 

Mode of "spiritual "healing" based on shamanism and the doctrine of reincarnation. It posits "missing soul parts." 

Somatic dialogue 

Mode of bodywork promoted by Chuck Ruland. It is a combination of hakomi body-centered psychotherapy, postural integration, and core zero balancing (see above). Hakomi is a spin-off of Reichian therapy (see "Neo-Reichian massage" and "Reich blood test," both above). Postural integration is a vitalistic form of bodywork. Somatic dialogue posits physical, emotional, and "energetic" bodies. Treatment supposedly results in the "discharge" of "imprints of the past." 

Somatic emotional therapy 

"Synthesis" of bioenergetics, rebirthing (See "Ecstasy breathing,' above), and "somatic therapy forged by certified social worker Jerry Josepher. Bioenergetics is an off-shoot of Reichian therapy developed by psychiatrist Alexander Lowen, who rejected Wilhelm Reich's orgone theory but posited a "life energy," which he termed "bioenergy" (See "Neo-Reichian massage" and "Reich blood test," both above.) 

Song channeling 

Adjunct to rebirthing (see "Ecstasy breathing," above) promoted by music therapist Scott Kalechstein. It supposedly helps clients "open deeply to healing". Channeling is the purported transmission of information or energy from a non-physical source through human beings. 

Soul amplification 

Series of eleven "healing" sessions proffered by Ojela Frank (see "Chakra and cellular memory healing," above). It involves energy balancing, rebirthing, "energy activations," "advanced spiritual initiations," "soul bonding," meditation, and channeling. 

Syntonics 

Vitalistic "self-help" program created by author Dr. Robert Kronemeyer. It includes "syntonic food combining." (The term "food combining" refers to any dietary practice based on the notion that a meal's healthfulness depends considerably on the compatibility of its macroscopic components and/or the sequence of ingestion. Chief among the systems that include food combining are ayurveda, macrobiotics, and Natural Hygiene.) 

Taido 

Variant of reiki that does not entail physical contact. Both reiki and taido are forms of energy field work. "Energy field work" refers to any method or combination of methods involving aura analysis and aura balancing, with or without touch. Taido was developed in Japan in the 1980s. 

Takionic 

"Technology" for chi enhancement and "optimal health" promoted by Dr. Yung Chia, who advocates the integration of spirituality, science, and technology. 

Tatwa meditation 

Cornerstone of a nameless "holistic" system of "self-healing" involving astrology. "Spiritual teacher" Emahmn of Crestone, Colorado, "discovered" the system. Tatwas, which supposedly have "healing powers," are Hindu mandalas -- designs that symbolize the unity of the soul with the universe. 

Vitality fasting and rejuvenation 

Program promoted by Edward Bauman and purportedly designed to "cleanse" the body, mind, and spirit. It involves fasting with juices and broth, "emotional release," and meditation. 

Whole health shiatsu 

Combination of shiatsu and dietary treatment expounded by co-authors Shizuko Yamamoto and Patrick McCarty. Shiatsu is a threefold form of massage whose purported goal is to promote health by increasing the flow of ki in the body. "Ki" is a Japanese word that signifies both breath and attention ("mental force"). It refers to an alleged original, fundamental, supernatural, governable, creative "energy of being" concentrated in the abdomen. 
Notes and Conclusion

In my view, the meta-manifestations of alternative healthcare are: "spiritual healing" (e.g., yoga and ayurveda), "natural healing" (e.g., naturopathy and homeopathy), and "hands-on healing" (e.g., acupressure and reflexology). By "meta-manifestations," I mean broadest aspects, or thematic forms. These meta-manifestations create a mirage of a multi-system that is "spiritual" (a buzzword for "supportive of religious beliefs"), "natural" (read "safe and not altogether unpleasant"), and "hands-on" (read "down-home, non-technological"). 

New Age medicine: Homeopathy

http://logosresourcepages.org/NewAge/na-med.htm
By Pastor David L. Brown Ph. D., Th. M.

Introduction

Would you go to see a witch-doctor to cure a physical ailment? There might be some reading this research report that would, but few Christians would seek help from someone that they knew practiced occult medicine, using demonic powers for healing. The problem is, there is a whole new breed of healers using occult means and occult powers for healing. They neither dress like nor look like the witch-doctors you see in the pages of National Geographic. They look like you and me. I'll never forget the time when a Christian woman came into my office and began pouring out her heart. She was going through "deep water" as it were. I asked her some questions and to my surprise I discovered she had been seeing a psychic. She came to me because her problems had dramatically worsened since then... nightmares, evil thoughts, depression, self-destructive thoughts. I told her that she was involved with the occult and God forbids all occult practices. I read and explained Deuteronomy 18:9-14. She protested. She said that the psychic had read the Bible to her, prayed with her and assured her that her gift was from God. This is not true. Acts 16:15-18 makes it clear that psychic powers are the result of demon possession. Further, Acts 13:10 gives us the Biblical evaluation of those who practice the occult -- 

And said, O full of all subtlety and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord? 

I then urged the woman to confess her involvement with the psychic as sin, repent and renounce all advice and association with the psychic reader. 

My point is simply this; many New Age/Occult healing practices are disguised. Sometimes those involved quote the Bible and pray with their patients. But underneath the facade you will find the occult operating. That's what is happening with homeopathy. It is my sincere prayer that you will read this research report and see how the "Angel of Light" has cleverly disguised his lies. Because of this disguise, many Christians are buying into homeopathy. May you know the truth and may the truth make you free. 
Homeopathy was developed by a German mystic physician named Christian Friedrich Samuel Hahnemann who lived 1755-1843. 
Although there are three different streams of homeopathy since its development, homeopathy has changed very little. 

The Traditional Homeopath -- This stream of homeopathic practitioners follows the occult theories of the father of homeopathic medicine, Samuel Hahnemann. 

The Parapsychologically-oriented Homeopath -- Those who follow this homeopathic path try to update the traditional methods of the 1800's and bring them into the 20th Century. One of their "scientific Methods" is the practice of almost infinitely diluting its "medications." 

The Demythologized Homeopath -- Those who follow this stream mistakenly think homeopathic medicines may work through unknown scientific principles, but questions the possibility that these medicines can really be effective in dilution so high that not even one molecule of the original medicine remains. 

But, regardless of which stream one follows, the practices are still the same. In fact, "To his supporters, Hahnemann is the single genius in the history of recorded medicine."1 
This system bases treatment on Similia similibus curantur which basically boils down to what you might call, "like cures like." That is that the same substance causing symptoms in a healthy person will cure those symptoms in a sick person. One of the big problems is that homeopathy claims to correct an imbalance or problem in the body's "vital force" or life energy. These imbalances, they claim, will sooner or later cause disease. We will take a closer look at the issue of "vital force" later in this report. 

But there are also other equally disturbing problems with homeopathy. Many of the basic elements that C. F. Samuel Hahnemann brought into homeopathy are from the mystical & occult realm. Let's consider some of them. 

Elements of Homeopathy from the Mystical and Occult Realm

Freemasonry 

To begin with, "We know that he was a member of a Lodge of Free Masons."2 In my research library I have many old Masonic publications. They are filled with mysticism and the occult. In his studies for advancement in the Masonic order, Hahnemann would have been exposed to many of these ideas. It becomes obvious that Freemasonry influenced him, for on the title page of his "Bible of Homeopathy" are two interesting words -- Aude-Sapere. Where did that come from? What does it mean? The motto of Freemasonry is Aude Sapere which means, Dare To Be Wise. Hahnemann "borrowed" the Masonic motto and placed it on the title page of his "Organon". 

Swedenborgianism 

I am the Mid-West bureau chief for the INDEPENDENT TV/NEWS SERVICE of Ft. Lauderdale, Florida and hold press credentials from a Wisconsin news organization. 
August 23, 1993 I covered the Parliament Of The World's Religions, held at the Palmer-House Hilton in Chicago. It was a smorgasbord of Apostate "Christian," New Age, Occult religions. Invocationary "prayers" were offered by many, including a Catholic, a Unitarian, a Witch who "prayed" to Isis and a Swedenborgian. The Swedenborgians were high profile at the PWR. They had a double-wide exhibit in the display area. A brief look at the material I collected from their display shows that they blend mysticism, the occult and Christianity together. 

Perhaps you are wondering what this has to do with Hahnemann. Let me tie it together for you. Hahnemann was an ardent follower of Swedish mystic philosopher Emanuel Swedenborg (1688-1772) and Swedenborg was his mentor. Since Hahnemann followed Swedenborg you need to know what the man's key teaching was. The key tenet of Swedenborg's doctrine was his method of arriving at truth. "As employed by Swedenborg himself, it consisted of a series of Revelations, by which immediate and indubitable [unquestionable] intercourse [communication] with the spirit world was obtained."3 To put it simply Swedenborg taught his followers how to enter a state of consciousness that would put them in touch with spirit entities. He would claim that they were good spirits though anyone knowledgeable in the Scriptures would identify them as demons. Actually what you have here is what the Bible forbids as necromancy (see Deuteronomy 18:9-12). One researcher hits the nail on the head when he says Swedenborg was a "powerful spiritist and medium."4 

How did this affect Hahnemann? "Hahnemann himself claimed to be 'inspired' in his homeopathic writings."5 Now this is not an obscure fact among homeopathic practitioners. In the Swiss Homeopathic Journal, #4, 1960 the president of the International League of Homeopathy noted this fact to a group of homeopaths when he said, 

It's futile to reject this or that principle enunciated in the 'Organ' [Organon]. There remains more than enough to recognize the unfathomable intuition and divinatory spirit of its author.6 

Many homeopaths look at his book as a divinely mystical book. When a man claims divine revelation or inspiration as the source of his writings, that should immediately raise huge red flags in the minds of any Christian. It is only the Bible that is inspired by God (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 
Paracelsianism 

Martin Gumpert wrote a book entitled, Hahnemann: The Adventurous Career of a Medical Rebel. In this book it reveals that Hahnemann studied and delighted in the teachings of a Swiss occultic medical philosopher named Paracelsus (1493-1541). Paracelsus developed a medical philosophy that combined the esoteric occult teachings of the Cabala with the facts and fancies of science. His "medical" philosophy was occult oriented without a doubt. The teachings of Paracelsus stimulated Hahnemann's thinking and he developed some of his doctrine based on the occult teachings of Paracelsus. Hahnemann was drawn like a magnet to occult ideas and the teachings of Franz Mesmer just added to the heap. 

Mesmerism 

Franz Mesmer (1733-1815) was a Swiss-German physician that founded the doctrine of animal magnetism, often called mesmerism. What Mesmer uncovered was actually an occult art that had been used for centuries by Shamans (witch doctors) to bring people under their control. Mesmer learned the technique that allowed him to produce an abnormal condition resembling sleep in another person. During this state, the mind of the individual remained passive and was subject to the will of the operator. Mesmer used this hypnotic state to heal patients that were sick. In fact, in his Homeopathic Bible, the Organon, Hahnemann compared the similarities between the practice of homeopathy and mesmerism. Consider this quote from the 6th edition of the Organon -- 

I find it yet necessary to allude here to animal magnetism, as it is defined, or rather Mesmerism. [...] It is a marvelous, priceless gift of God [...] by means of which the strong will of a well intentioned person upon a sick one by contact and even without this and even at some distance, can bring the vital energy of the healthy mesmerizer endowed with this power into another person dynamically [...] The above mentioned methods of practicing mesmerism depend upon an influx of more or less vital force into the patient [...]"7 

Oh, by the way, what Hahnemann has just described is modern psychic healing. 

Animism, Hinduism, Confucianism and Eastern Religion

During my research I became increasingly aware that this man rejected the Bible and God's "wisdom that is from above" and followed the earthly, sensual and devilish wisdom from beneath (James 3:15-17). Then I came across a quote that reveals his view of Christ! Hahnemann was offended by the life of Jesus Christ. He mocks Jesus Christ, calling Him "the arch-enthusiast" His biographers write -- 

He took offense at the arch-enthusiast Jesus of Nazareth, who did not lead the enlightened on the straight way to wisdom but who wanted to struggle with publicans and sinners on a difficult path toward the establishment of the kingdom of God. . . . The man of sorrows who took the darkness of the world on Himself was an offense to the lover of etheric [highly refined, heavenly] wisdom" [Hahnemann].8 

How can a Christian follow the "inspired" teachings of a Christ rejecter like C. F. Samuel Hahnemann? In some cases is it because of ignorance. In other cases Satan has blinded their minds. Let's move on. 

According to Martin Gumpert, Samuel Hahnemann was influenced by animism.9 And he was also into other Eastern religions. One biography reveals "he is strongly attracted to the East. Confucius is his ideal."10 This is well documented by a letter Hahnemann wrote. 
"This is where you can read divine wisdom, without [e.g., Christian] miracle-myths and superstition. I regard it as an important sign of our times that Confucius is now available for us to read. Soon I will embrace him in the kingdom of blissful spirits, the benefactor of humanity, who has shown us the straight path to wisdom and to God, already 650 years before the arch-enthusiast...."11 

It is little wonder that Samuel Pfeifer says, "The reverence for Eastern thought was not just Hahnemann's personal hobby, but rather the fundamental philosophy behind the preparation of homeopathic remedies." 12 In an excellent Christian book published in Northern Ireland, H.J. Bopp concludes after reading Hahnemann and other homeopathic writings that -- 

[...] the vocabulary is esoteric and the ideas are impregnated with oriental philosophies like Hinduism. The predominant strain of pantheism would place God everywhere, in each man, each animal, plant, flower, cell, even in homeopathic medicine."13 
The Doctrine of Vital Force

Even if we were to exclude all the above influences that play a part in homeopathy (which we can't), there is yet one major, major, major problem. That is the doctrine that underlies all homeopathic treatment. That is the doctrine of vital force. This was mentioned in a quote from Hahnemann on Mesmerism. But what does it actually mean? 

"What Hahnemann taught was that mystical energies were at the base of both human nature and the medicines themselves, thus at the very base of creation itself. This is why many commentators, both sympathetic and critical, teach that Hahnemann was referring to new age spiritual or cosmic energy when talking of his vital force."14 

If you know your New Age & occult philosophy you will recognize that what is in focus here is pantheism, that is, the belief that divinity or life force is inseparable from and immanent in everything. Leading homeopath Herbert Robert put it this way, relating homeopathy's vital force to a pantheistic deity in his Art of Cure by Homeopathy. He said the "vital force" of homeopathy was part of "the moving Energy, the activating Power of the universe," as being "passed on in all forms and degrees of living creatures," and as permeating the universe: 

If therefore this force, this energy, actuates or permeates all forms and degrees of life from the most humble and inconspicuous to the very planets, we may reasonably assume that vital force is the most fundamental of all conditions of the universe, and that the laws governing the vital force in the individual are correlated with the laws which govern all vital force, all forms of energy, wherever or however expressed. [...] This energy [...] is responsible for all growth and all development in all spheres of existence.15 

Daisie and Michael Radner see the connection between homeopathy and occult energy fields. 

Like Chinese medicine, homeopathy posits [assumes as fact] an energy field or 'vital force.' Disease is a disorder of the body's energy field, and the way to cure it is to manipulate that field. The energy field of the medicine stimulates that body's own fluid to induce healing. As with Chinese medicine, it is maintained that the energy fields are similar to those of modern physics. Again the principle cited is the interchangeability of matter and energy.16 

So how is one healed by homeopathy? "The healing power", say the homeopaths, "is coming from cosmic power transferred to the remedy through the ritual of potentiation" (Organ 2:12). The "ritual of potentiation" is a reference to the diluting and shaking of the homeopathic medicines. That, according to homeopaths, enhances and increases the power of the medicine and that power is then transferred to the person. In fact, "some leading homeopaths have confessed that the energy they claim to manipulate in curing people is indistinguishable from that occult energy in general which has gone by a wide variety of names throughout history."17 

What is frightening is the fact that one homeopathic Doctor, "Vithoulkas", openly reveals that the real purpose of homeopathy is "to help open the higher centers [of the brain] for spiritual and celestial influx."18 

What's he talking about? Demonic invasion! Physician H. J. Bopp relates his own clinical experience: "The occult influence in homeopathy is transmitted to the individual, bringing him consciously or unconsciously under demonic influence. [...] It is significant frequently to find nervous depression in families using homeopathic treatments."19 

Other homeopaths admit an occult connection. Homeopathic authority James Kent states that there are two worlds, the physical world and the invisible world. He says that the whole of homeopathy is bound up in the invisible world, which is indistinguishable from the spiritual world of the occult realm.20 

Perhaps Richard Grossinger, author of Planet Medicine: From Stone Age Shamanism to Post-Industrial Healing does the best of summing up the information I have just presented to you -- 

Homeopathy is neither the first nor the last attempt to develop a scientific vitalist [occult] medicine. Alchemists, gnostics, animists, and other naturalist-magicians worked for millennia toward a cure based on the life force in the primal energy of nature. Goethe, Steiner, Jung, and Reich followed. [...] It [homeopathy] persists [today] as a clinical occult discipline.21 

He further states, 

Psychic healing, homeopathy, acupuncture, orgone therapy, and various shamanisms and voodoo all suggest that there must be an energy outside of contemporary definition."22 

Homeopathy is a Stepping Stone to Other Occult Activities

2 Corinthians 11:14-15: And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works. 

Though many homeopaths attempt to "dress up" this mystical occult medicine in clothes of respectability, not all homeopaths play that game. Leading Swiss homeopath, Dr. Adolf Voegeli is one such person. When he was asked how he explained the working of the cosmic energy in homeopathy he responded, "You know, I believe in the power of the zodiac." 
He does not keep this belief a secret either. In an article on the mechanisms of homeopathy published in the Zeitschrift fuer Klassiche Homoeopathie (Journal for Classical Homeopathy) the bibliography resembles a collection of occult, hinduistic, and anthroposophical literature.23 

Many homeopaths diagnose on the basis of astrological signs or otherwise employ astrology in their practice.24 For example, one homeopath confesses, 

In homeopathy we have to put more stress on individual differences, and that leads us to an interest in such things as astrology and acupuncture"25 

Others use divination to find a cure. Dr. Voegeli, a famous homeopathic doctor, has confirmed that a very high percentage of homeopaths work with the pendulum.26 Dr. Pfeifer, M.D., also notes the use of pendulums by homeopaths because "it is easier to take a short cut with the radionic pendulum."27 For example, former Lutheran pastor, Bolte, got his "gift" of soothsaying by means of a radionic pendulum. Like many other homeopaths, he chooses the appropriate remedy for a patient by using the pendulum. In his booklet From Pendulum Research to Miraculous Healing he writes: 

I would sit at the desk, take the pendulum out, let it circle over Schwabe's list of homeopathic remedies and then order the remedy at their pharmacy in Leipzig."28 

[Note that since homeopathic "medicines" are all diluted so far as to contain practically none of the original substance, it would logically follow that it should make no difference at all which one is prescribed. Bolte's claim of success as a result of prescribing random remedies only serves to support the fact that they are all the same... ordinary water.]
Still others use even more hard core occult means. There are groups whose [homeopathic] research is carried out during séances, through mediums who seek information from spirits. The testimony of a person who worked in an important homeopathic laboratory of high standing in France is very interesting. She tells about the interview she had with the former director and founder of the establishment with a view to her recruitment. After a short introduction, this director asked her which astrological sign she was born under. He then wished to know whether she was a medium. As this was so, he confided to her the secret of the practices of the place. New treatments were researched there during séances, through the agency of persons having occult powers -- mediums by which to question spirits.29 

The frosting on the occult cake comes from a former new age healer and psychic who says "it is a fact that many homeopathic practitioners try to make sure their remedies are working by putting a magic spell on them".30 

In conclusion I issue this warning to all Christians. Homeopathic practices can and do open the door of your mind to demonic influences. Though the occult influence in homeopathy is often disguised, nonetheless it is there. Allow me to share a second time this quote from one Christian researcher -- "The occult influence in homeopathy is transmitted to the individual, bringing him consciously or unconsciously under demonic influence [...] It is significant frequently to find nervous depression in families using homeopathic treatments."31 
Ephesians 5:11 instructs us, "And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them." 
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The Dangers of Hypnosis
By Pastor David L. Brown, Ph.D., 1994
http://www.logosresourcepages.org/Occult/hypnosis.htm
Introduction

"At the heart of every problem is a problem of the heart." I still remember that phrase. It came from a sermon that I heard Dr. Warren Wiersbe preach many years ago when he pastored a Baptist Church in Covington, Kentucky. I believe that he was right because the Bible says in Proverbs 4:23, (KJV) Keep [5341] thy heart [3820] with all diligence [4929]; for out of it are the issues [8444] of life [2416]. The numbers in the brackets are Strong’s Concordance numbers. 

You do not have to be a theologian to see that your heart is important according to this verse, so let's examine the verse closely. 

We are told to "keep" our heart. 

The word translated "keep" is the Hebrew word that means to guard, to protect or preserve. 

We are told to diligently keep our heart. 

The word "diligence" is actually another word that means to guard or protect. It means to hedge about, to pay close attention to or watch carefully. In other words protect your heart doubly. Make it your priority to protect your heart. 

But why? 

The heart is the control center of your being.

The Hebrew word for heart is "LEB" (pronounced labe). The Strong’s number is 3820. The Greek counterpart is "KARDIA" (2588). When we think of the heart, we think of the internal organ that pumps blood through our bodies. But that is not the primary way the word is used in the Bible. Zodhiates says in his Hebrew Lexicon, that the main use of the word heart refers to "the totality of man's inner or immaterial mature." I venture to speculate that this explanation is not a lot of help. So let me try a different angle. The heart is the seat of your intellect, feelings and will. It is "almost a synonym for mind." 
2 Chronicles 9:23 And all the kings of the earth sought the presence of Solomon, to hear his wisdom, that God had put in his heart.  With this in view, back to Proverbs 4:23. The phrase "issues of life" is a difficult one to translate, but it refers to the heart being the control center or source of our lives. What happens if the control center malfunctions in a machine? There are major problems. The same thing happens when the control center malfunctions in a human being. Since the heart is the control center of life, it would be wise for us to guard our hearts carefully. 
How to Guard Your Hearts

Don't allow anything or anyone to control your mind except the Lord through His Holy Spirit and the Bible. 
1 Corinthians 6:12 (KJV) All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any. 

The Word of God is to control your mind. We can see that from 2 Timothy 3:16 (KJV) 

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

The word of God is to be used to bring our thinking under God's control. Look at 2 Corinthians 10:4-5. It says, 

(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds ;) Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 

Further, The Holy Spirit is to be allowed to control our minds. Ephesians 5:18 verifies this when it says, "And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;" When the Holy Spirit controls the believers life, the Fruit of The Holy Spirit is obvious in that person's life (Galatians 5:22-23). To the degree that the Fruit of the Spirit is obvious in the believer’s life, to that same degree that person is Biblically spiritual. 
Satan's Counterfeit

Satan has a counterfeit spirituality that he is offering as a substitute for Biblical spirituality. Just as a Christian must open up his or her heart (mind) to the control of the Holy Spirit in order to be Biblically Spiritual, so a person must open up their heart (mind) to the control of the unholy spirits if they are to be "spiritual." Spiritual in this sense means devoted to and controlled by a higher power other the Lord God Almighty. Ananias is an illustration of being controlled by unholy spirits. 
Acts 5:3 (KJV) But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land? 

Ananias did what Ephesians 4:27 calls giving place to the devil. "Neither give place to the devil." He allowed Satan to control his heart. 
How Do People Make Their Minds Vulnerable to Satanic Control?

Nobel scientist Sir John Eccles said of the human mind that it was "a machine that a ghost can operate."1 Millions of people are opening up their minds to "ghosts" (unholy spirits) through altered states of consciousness. So what is an altered state of consciousness? According to John Ankerberg and John Weldon, it is "the deliberate cultivation of abnormal states of consciousness (states not normally experienced apart from a specific technique or program to develop them). In fact, "altered states may involve a large variety of subjects -- everything from hypnosis and other trance states to possession states (as mediumism and shamanism) to altered states that are characteristically pathological (as in kundalini arousal and shamanism), to direct visualization and imagery, lucid dreaming, drug-induced states of consciousness, meditation and bio-feedback-induced consciousness, and many others."2 
So what's wrong with that? First, "as a person enters or is in an Altered State of Consciousness, he often experiences fear of losing his grip on reality and losing his self-control."3 Why, because he does. Many bizarre things can and do happen when a person is in an Altered State of Consciousness (ASC). That's why the Bible warns that we are not to be under the power of anyone except Him. 

To be sure, millions laud the benefits of ASC. Many "proponents claim that altered states allegedly produce a 'higher' state of consciousness or 'being' including dramatic spiritualistic (occultic) revelations, psychic powers, personality alterations, and a 'positive' reconstructing of the participant's worldview along Eastern/occultic lines."4 But, ASCs are not all they are cracked up to be. In fact, "many cases of temporary and permanent insanity, spirit contact, occult transformation and spirit possession have resulted."5 In fact, ASCs can and often do open a person to contact with demon entities. 

So why, when I am talking with handling the past biblically, do I bring up the issue of Altered States of Consciousness? Probably the most common means counselors use in uncovering the past apart from psychoanalysis is hypnotism. Hypnotism brings a person into an ASC. Let's take a closer look at hypnotism. 

What is Hypnosis?

"Hypnosis, mental state of heightened suggestibility, characterized by trance-like sleep. The basis of hypnosis is the fixation of the subject’s attention upon a gradually narrowing source of stimulation, until he is attendant upon only the directions of the hypnotist. This is variously achieved by repetition of instructions in a low, level voice, or having the subject fix his gaze upon a light in an otherwise dark room. The subject remembers nothing of what he did during the hypnotic period. Certain effects may be suggested to continue after the subject returns to consciousness; these are called post-hypnotic suggestions."6 
The History of Hypnosis

You do not have to go very far back in researching hypnotism to see that it is associated with the occult. According to Dr. Cathy Burns, Ph.D. hypnotists themselves referred to hypnotism as séances as recently as 24 years ago.7 In fact, historically hypnosis has been viewed as part of the occult. Prevention magazine carried an article by Kerry Pechter that made that very clear. The article said, "like alchemy and astrology, the practice of hypnosis once belonged to the world of the occult."8 Another author went on to say, "Witchdoctors, Sufi practitioners, shamans, Hindus, Buddhists, and yogis have practiced hypnosis..."9 In India, Hindu conjurers call it Jar-phook according to an old book I have. It says, "The Jar-phook of Upper India [is] a system of treatment practiced by the Indian conjurors, or Jadoo-walla, by stroking and breathing on the limbs or body."10 But you don't have to go across the ocean to find hypnosis associated with the occult. 
In fact, "ritual hypnosis and dance were integral elements of shaman's communication with the spirits..."11 among the American Indians. A shaman is a medicine man. Both Sitting Bull (Tatankaya Iyotake) and Big Foot of the Sioux used hypnotism. 

An honest researcher cannot deny the occult connection of hypnotism. Since that is true, Christians should not have anything to do with the practice. And upon what basis do I say this? Deuteronomy 18:10-12 for one -- 

There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer. For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee. 

Note the two emphasized words, "enchanter" and "charmer". According to cult/occult researcher Dave Hunt the ancient practice of enchanting and charming involved "exactly what has recently become acceptable in medicine and psychiatry [known] as hypnosis. I believe this both from the ancient usage of this word and from occult traditions.12 In light of this, hypnotism is unacceptable for believers to participate in. 
Why is Hypnotism Dangerous?

Hypnotism is dangerous for a number of reasons not the least being that it opens the mind to believe almost anything. As one researcher put it, 

"Hypnotic induction...consists of a system of verbal and nonverbal manipulation to lead a person into a heightened state of suggestibility -- more simply, a condition in which one will believe almost anything."13 
That statement should alarm you because in essence it is saying that a person who is hypnotized can be told a lie and believe it. But does this really happen? The answer is yes. Bernard Diamond, a professor of law and clinical professor of psychiatry wrote in an article for the California Law Review that people who underwent hypnotism would 

"graft onto their memories fantasies or suggestions deliberately or unwittingly communicated by the hypnotist and that after hypnosis the subject cannot differentiate between a true recollection and a fantasy or a suggested detail."14 
The second reason that hypnosis is dangerous because the mind loses its ability to distinguish between fact and fantasy (truth and error). That can be dangerous because if you can be easily deceived, Satan can and does take advantage of the opportunity. Let me give you one example. Over a five year period, in the late 70's and early 80's, a massive study was done of more than 6,000 people who had undergone hypnosis. It was discovered that one-fifth of those people who had been hypnotized said that they had lived previous lives on other planets! That is bizarre to say the least! But let me tell you about some other experiments. According to one of Peter Francuch experiments "The person [who was hypnotized] was able very precisely to describe in minute detail what was happening in another friend's house 300 miles away. At the same time, the person was able to describe exactly what was happening a month ago, a year ago, and ten years ago in the same place..."15 
One might ask, "How is that possible?" My answer is by demonic contact! One New Age author puts it this way -- "Hypnosis can be an open door to psychic experiences of many kinds, and in an emotionally unstable, insecure, or neurotic person the possibility of obsession or psychic invasion of one kind or another is always present..."16 It only takes a brief look at Acts 16:16-18 to discover the source of psychic powers. 

Hypnosis is dangerous. At the least, it hinders one's ability to discern the difference between real memories and suggested/engrafted memories. Even more dangerous is the fact that hypnosis opens the "heart's door" (mind) to demonic invasion. If you have not been hypnotized, don't be. If you have been hypnotized I suggest that you renounce your association with the practice by praying -- 

Dear Lord,
I come to you in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ. I confess that I have participated in Hypnotism. I ask your forgiveness and renounce hypnotism as contrary to the Bible which warns me not to be brought under any power other than yours (I Corinthians 6:12). I identify myself as a child of God by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ who has been redeemed by His (Christ's) precious blood. Amen 
Miscellaneous Notes Related to Hypnotism and Those Who Practiced It

Franz Mesmer (c. 1733-1815), a German physician. One of the earliest exponents of hypnotism, his treatments by hypnotism known as mesmerism and popularly believed to be based upon electricity and magnetism, attracted a cultish and fashionable clientele in Paris. His practice was denounced by a royal commission. Hypnotism was used by Charcot, Janet, and Freud in the study and treatment of hysteria. It proved impractical because not everyone is capable of hypnosis and effects are frequently temporary. Hypnotism has found its greatest use as an adjunct to medicine in relieving or diminishing pain as in childbirth or dentistry, especially when use of an anesthetic is dangerous or impractical. Hypnosis in medicine was approved by the American Medical Association in 1958. (The University One-Volume Encyclopedia; 1967; Franklin Dunham; p.391) 

Jean Martin Charcot, 1825-93, French neurologist. He was a pioneer in the use of hypnotic methods of treating hysteria, and influenced Freud with his belief that some diseases have their origin in the emotions. (The University One-Volume Encyclopedia; 1967; Franklin Dunham; p.158) 

Pierre Janet, 1859-1947, French neurologist and psychologist. Working independently of Freud and using hypnosis, he made important studies of the origins of hysteria. (The University One-Volume Encyclopedia; 1967; Franklin Dunham; p.421) 

Sigmund Freud, 1856-1939, Austrian psychologist, b. Marovia. Formulating his early theories from observation of hysterics under hypnosis, he developed the science and method of treatment of neurosis known as psychoanalysis. (The University One-Volume Encyclopedia; 1967; Franklin Dunham; p.310) 
Braidism -- The theories concerning the phenomena attending artificial induced sleep set forth by Dr. James Braid (1842) (A Scottish surgeon, 1795-1860, noted for research in mesmerism, which he named hypnotism), developed by him from mesmerism. (Funk and Wagnalls New Standard Dictionary; Copyright 1913; p.324) 

Electrobiology -- Mesmerism 

Mesmerism -- Originally, the doctrine or theory, as propounded and exemplified by Franz Mesmer (1733-1815), that one person can produce in another an abnormal condition resembling sleep, with or without somnambulism, during which the mind of the subject remains passively subject to the will of the operator. (Funk and Wagnalls New Standard Dictionary; Copyright 1913; p.1557) 

Artificial Somnambulism --Artificial somnambulism an old name used for hypnotism. This is not to be confused with natural or spontaneous somnambulism which is "the act of walking and performing other positive actions during sleep" (Funk and Wagnalls New Standard Dictionary; Copyright 1913; p.2319). In simple terms, sleep walking. 

Neurohypnotism -- Nervous sleep induced by hypnotic action (Funk and Wagnalls New Standard Dictionary; Copyright 1913; p.1669). 

Hypnosis, Electrobiology, Mesmerism, Braidism, Somnambulism, Jar-phook, Neurohypnotism are all names that are related to hypnotism. 
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A Course In Miracles: Is It Christian?

http://logosresourcepages.org/FalseTeachings/miracles.htm
Compiled and Edited by Pastor David L. Brown, Ph.D.

INTRODUCTION

Although it is not widely known "A COURSE IN MIRACLES" was received by demonic revelation. Here's why I say that. In October 1965, an atheist, Jewish, psychologist named Helen Schucman, an associate professor of medical psychology at Columbia University in New York, claimed she began receiving channeled messages from an unknown entity in an audible voice. At a later date the entity identified itself as Jesus Christ according to a talk given on A Course In Miracles by Kenneth Wapnick, May 9, 1981, page 10. As a matter of record, for the next ten years the voice is said to have dictated "in an inaudible voice" the three volume, 1,188 page, 500,000 word book known as A Course In Miracles according to an article that appeared in Psychology Today, September 1980, page 75. 

Next on the scene was Dr. William Thetford who was an associate of Helen's. He was a clinical psychologist at Columbia University. While he was present with Ms. Schucman on several occasions when she was receiving her revelations, he never, at any time heard the voice. Yet, he believed (according to The Holy Encounter, September/October 1990, page 5) that the revelation Schucman was receiving was "the original teachings of Jesus…" 

The Doctor was mistaken on two accounts. First, as a person who holds a degree in psychology I learned that there is a BIG problem when you encounter a patient who is hearing audible voices. Secondly, as a Bible believing pastor who holds a masters degree in theology in theology I believe in the inspired, inerrant, infallible Word of God. Therefore I measure all other teachings by the 66 books of the Bible. But Dr. William Thetford did not that view. Because he was raised in the Christian Science Church, he was accustomed to extra-biblical revelation. Therefore, he was pre-conditioned to being receptive to this sort of demonic activity. Thetford worked hard to bring "A Course In Miracles" to publication. His efforts gained momentum in 1972 when he met Dr. Kenneth Wapnick of the Foundation for Inner Peace (FIP) of Glen Ellen, California. Schucman and Thetford turned the copyrights for the Course over to (FIP) in 1975 and in September of that same year the first edition of A Course In Miracles came rolling off the press in a three volume set. There is some disagreement as to the publication date. The copy of the Course that is in my research library says "A Course In Miracles was first published in three volumes in June of 1976. 

In February of 1981 Helen Schucman discovered that she was not talking to the Jesus Christ of the Bible but a false Christ. The reason I say that is because that is when she died and because she had not received the biblical Christ she went to Hades. The same is true for her crony William Thetford who died in 1988. They know now that their efforts should have been directed to the study and belief of Biblical revelation and a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ instead of the false Christ Schucman encountered by occult means. 

Despite the death of these two cult leaders, A Course In Miracles has experienced phenomenal growth. According to the November/December 1990 issue of Holy Encounter there were a total of 1, 250 study groups meeting in 48 states. Then the Course got another boost when Marianne Williamson was featured in Time magazine. Her supporters call her "the Mother Teresa for the 90's." Williamson is one of the best known promoters of the Course (Time, 29 July 1991, p. 60). In 1992, Williamson published A Return to Love: Reflections on the Principles of A Course In Miracles which "occupied the number one position on the Publishers Weekly non-fiction best-sellers list for eleven weeks!" (The Holy Encounter, July/Aug. 1992, page 2). 
The BIGGEST EXPOSURE for A Course In Miracles came when Williamson appeared on the Oprah Winfrey Show, which received more pro viewer mail than any other show for 1992 and with Barbara Walters on the ABC television news show 20/20 (The Holy Encounter, July/Aug. 1992, p. 2; July/Aug. 1993, page 9). 

It is indeed tragic that there is an increasing number of Evangelical Christians who are studying this course and see nothing wrong with it. The truth is, there are major doctrinal problems with A Course In Miracles. 

FALSE DOCTRINAL TEACHINGS OF A COURSE IN MIRACLES
Doctrine of Jesus/Doctrine of Man 

Normally, when explaining the theology of a group, these two categories [Jesus and Man] would be discussed separately. However, in this particular organization, to differentiate between the two seems to be unjustified. 

According to the Course, Jesus is merely "an elder brother entitled to respect for his greater experience." The Jesus of the Course explains, "There is nothing about me that you cannot attain. This leaves me in a state which is only potential in you. I bridge the distance as an elder brother to you on the one hand, and as a Son of God on the other" (A Course In Miracles, Vol. 1, p. 5). 

Similar to many other New Age teachings, the Course makes a distinction between Jesus the man, who is like all other men, and the Christ idea, which all men possess and must eventually demonstrate. The Course explains this idea when it states, "There is no need for help to enter Heaven for you have never left. But there is need for help beyond yourself as you are circumscribed by false beliefs of your Identity, which God alone established in reality. 

"Helpers are given you in many forms. There names are legion, but we will not go beyond the names the course itself employs. The name of Jesus is the name of one who was a man but saw the face of Christ in all his brothers and remembered God. So he became identified with Christ, a man no longer, but at one with God. The man was an illusion, for he seemed to be a separate being, walking by himself, within a body that appeared to hold his self from Self, as all illusions do. 

"Jesus remains a Savior because he saw the false without accepting it as true. And Christ needed his form that He might appear to men and save them from their own illusion. Jesus became what all of you must be". 

Thus, according to the Course, Jesus the man was used by the Christ to demonstrate the illusion of the world. In actuality, man is still in heaven. It is simply the illusion of sin and death that have caused false senses of reality. However, when man gains his Christ consciousness as Jesus did, then according to the Course, man will also discover the illusion of sin. 

Nature of Illusion and Reality: One of the stated purposes of the Course is to "teach the Course's reinterpretations of traditional Christian principles such as sin, suffering, forgiveness, Atonement, and the meaning of the Crucifixion" (Foundation for A Course In Miracles, "Forgiveness," p. 4). 
Reality Manipulation 

As the Course explains, Man has not left Heaven. Man is still in the presence of God, but has created this illusionary World from "...false perceptions. It is born of error, and it has not left its source". Because Man believes he is separated from God, through his own ego and mistaken beliefs, Man has created the reality in which he now finds himself. 

"The effect of the ego's belief in separation, which is its cause; the thought of separation given form; the world, being the expression of the belief in time and space, was not created by God... The World of separation reinforces the ego's belief in sin and guilt, perpetuating the seeming existence of this world" (Glossary-Index For A Course In Miracles, p. 168). 

Given the presupposition that Man is the creator of his own illusionary world is of no help to the average person. For, as is explained by one of the Course's introductory booklets, "Once an individual has been caught in the world of perception he is caught in a dream. He cannot escape without help, because everything his senses show him merely witnesses to the reality of the dream" (A Course In Miracles: What Is It?, p. 7). 

Thus, if the world is an illusion or dream-state, then by necessity, everything that the physical body does in this make-believe world must also be an illusion. This would necessarily include the false concepts of sin and death. As Volume 2 of the Course demands, "...sin is not real, and all that you believe must come from sin will never happen, for it has no cause" (p. 179). A similar claim is made on death's behalf. "Death is the central dream from which all illusions stem" (Vol. 3, p. 63). 

Thus the world, sin, death and everything is an illusion created by the ego of man, who unfortunately believes in the mistaken idea that he is not currently in heaven and is separated from God. If this is so, how is man to awaken from his "dream-state"? 
Atonement of Jesus 

Kenneth Wapnick, of the Foundation for Inner Peace, explains, "If we now attempt to follow the Holy Spirit's thinking, and we want to prove that the world is not real and that the sin of separation never happened, all that is needed is to prove that sin has no effect. If we could prove that the cause had no effect then the cause can no longer exist. If something is not a cause it is not real, because everything that is real must be a cause and thus have an effect. If we remove the effect we are also eliminating the cause. Now, if the greatest effect of sin in this world is death, demonstrating that death is an illusion simultaneously demonstrates that there is no sin. This also says that the separation never occurred. We therefore need someone to show us that there is no death. By undoing death that person will also undo sin and will simultaneously show us that there is no separation; the separation never occurred and the only reality, the only true Cause, is God. That person was Jesus. And his mission was to show that there is no death. 
"The gospels speak of Jesus as the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. The way that he took away the sins of the world was to show that they had no effect. Through his overcoming of death he took away all sins. However, this is not the way that the churches have understood it, or that it has been taught. So one important reason that the Course has come at this time, in this way, is to correct this error. What Jesus did was to live in this world - the world of suffering, sin, and death - show that it had no effect on him" (A Talk Given On A Course In Miracles, p. 65). 
A BIBLICAL RESPONSE

Though the Course explains Man's ego created the world, the Bible disagrees: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3, Colossians 1:16. 

Though the Course teaches Man is still in heaven with God, Jesus said He was going to prepare a place for Man. Hence man is obviously not already in heaven: John 14:1-3. 

While the Course denies the reality of death, the Bible teaches that every person will die: Hebrews 9:27. 

The Course claims Jesus' body was an illusion. The Bible, however, stresses the physical reality of Jesus' human body: John 1:14, 1 John 4:1-3. 

Sin is an illusion according to the Course, but the Bible warns of sin's reality and consequences: Romans 3:23, 1 John 1:7-10. 

According to the Course, Jesus is not the only Savior. The Bible presents Jesus as the unique and only Savior of the world: John 14:6, Acts 4:10-12, Acts 16:29-31. 

In conclusion, A Course In Miracles is the product of demonic revelation. Those who believe the Course is Christian should read 1 Timothy 4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils. There is nothing Christian about A Course In Miracles! 

2 Timothy 4:3-4 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 

This report was compiled and edited David L. Brown, Th. M. using the following resource information:
A Course In Miracles by Rick Branch of Watchman Fellowship
New Age Cults & Religions by Texe Marrs
A Course In Miracles published by Foundation For Inner Peace

The Problem with Pokemon

http://logosresourcepages.org/Occult/more.htm
By Pastor David L. Brown, Ph.D. 

Introduction

My son called me on the phone recently and asked, "Dad, do you know anything about the kids' collector card game Pokemon?" The reason he asked was because my oldest grandson, who is 7 years old, came home with several of the cards he got from a friend at church. He showed them to his dad and said his friends thought "they were really cool." After looking at the few cards, his dad had a different opinion. Though he could not put his finger on exactly what the problem was by looking at those few cards, he definitely had an uneasy feeling about them. While he neither saw nor read anything overtly evil on the cards, there were a couple of hints on them that made him suspicious. He decided not to allow his son to get involved with Pokemon until he looked into it further. This proved to be a wise decision. Here's what I discovered. 

The History of Pokemon
The name Pokemon is derived from pocket monster. Pokemon has entertained Japanese youth since 1995. While it is rare for a Japanese cultural phenomena to be duplicated in the Western world, Pokemon has proved to be the exception. Pokemon has moved into the United States "BIG TIME" and captured the minds of elementary aged children all over this country. Pokemon is everywhere…Nintendo video games, cartoon shows on television, a movie, comic books, toys, clothing, VHS videos, DVD's, and the wildly popular collector card game. The Pokemon "virus" has infected virtually every media outlet imaginable, and by plan, the "virus" has become an epidemic among elementary aged children causing them to crave and beg for more Pokemon paraphernalia. Countless elementary aged children are obsessed with Pokemon. 
Measuring Pokemon By The Bible

Without apology, I acknowledge that I am writing this pamphlet from a biblical perspective. And, I believe there is a battle going on for the minds of our children and grandchildren. In fact, Satan and his diabolical hordes want to corrupt the minds of children and adults as well! One of the problems is that Satan is getting the upper hand because Christians are oblivious to the tactics the adversary is using to pollute the minds of men, women, boys and girls. While many Christian adults would catch blatant demonic doctrines, the truth is, Satan seldom mounts a direct assault. Rather, he, through his human helpers, uses subtle, clandestine and deceptive methods to advance his evil doctrines. So, how can we detect these deceptive methods and evil doctrines? How can we protect our children and ourselves? The Bible says, "Prove all things; hold fast that which is good." 1 Thessalonians 5:21
The Bible says, "Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God" 1 Corinthians 10:31. The Bible says, "…Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good." Romans 12:9 Therefore, we must measure Pokemon paraphernalia by the principles of the Bible to determine if it is acceptable. Let's do that. 
What values, beliefs, and philosophies does the game promote? 

One of the first things I did was to find out who produced the trading card game. Here is an exact quote right from the Web page of the producer - "The Pokemon Trading Card Game is a new collectable Card Game that is made and distributed by Wizards of the Coast. The same company that made the best selling game ... Magic: The Gathering." Magic: The Gathering is a heavily occult laced trading card game very popular in the 1990's. I have a research report titled Beware of Magic: The Gathering that can be viewed on the Logos Web page at http://logosresourcepages.org/magic-g.htm.
Oh yes, I should mention that Wizards of the Coast also owns TSR, the producers of all the Dungeons & Dragons materials. When I discovered who owned the American Pokemon Trading Card Game rights, I knew the game was not just an innocent card game for elementary school children. 

Next, I looked into the characters in the Pokemon video games, comics, cartoons, movies, etc. What kind of values do they have? Ash Ketchum (a boy) is one of the main characters. He is described as "an energetic and determined 10-year-old…a little too competitive." He is obsessed with catching all Pokemon and driven "to become the world's foremost Pokemon Master." Oh yes, you can be sure that the Pokemon Rap song and mantra will be included in the materials -- 

"I will travel across the land 
Searching far and wide 
Each Pokemon to understand 
The power that's inside. 
Gotta catch them all!" 

The last line of the Pokemon mantra, "Gotta catch them all!" is used over and over again in Pokemon paraphernalia because it fuels the craving for more cards, games, toys, gadgets, and comic books. 

Let's look at another character, Ash's companion Misty. She is described as "headstrong and stubborn…constantly quibbling with Ash…and seems to harbor deeper feelings for Ash." Then there is the third member of the trio, Brock who is "by far the most hormonal. Brock's fascination with the opposite sex many times gets him or the group into trouble, although he's yet to have anything resembling a score." Let's take a look at Pokemon trainer Gary. He is "a real jerk…self-centered, vindictive and obnoxious. Then there are Jessie & James. Here is how they are described -- "Prepare for trouble, make it double.... Jessie, James…are a mysterious and evil gang looking to steal rare Pokemon. Jessie and James are stuck up, fashion conscious, and prone to cross-dressing." 

Headstrong, stubborn, quibbling, self-centered, vindictive, obnoxious, hormonal, sexually preoccupied, evil, thieving, cross-dressing jerks are most definitely not biblical role models! These characters do not portray biblical values. Pokemon does not measure up! 
Are supernatural powers portrayed, and if so, what is the source or origin of those powers? Are occult, New Age characteristics or symbols included? 

Pokemon has supernatural powers. "Some Pokemon grow, or evolve." This is facilitated by the "Energy cards" that "make your Pokemon bigger and more powerful." And what is the source of this power? It is the pantheistic power of the occult, not the supernatural power of God. I have found two cards that make this very clear (there are likely more). They are Abra and Kadabra. Yes, these are their actual names. "Abrakadabra" (or abracadabra) has been a word long associated with occult magic. Webster's dictionary defines it this way - 1) a word supposed to have magic powers and hence used in incantations, on amulets, etc. 2) a magic spell or formula. It is no accident that the two Pokemon called Abra and Kadabra are psychic cards with magical powers. 

On the Abra card we read "Using its ability to read minds, it will identify impending danger and teleport to safety." Then there are the occult symbols on Kadabra. He has a pentagram on his forehead, SSS on his chest and he is giving the Satanic salute with his left hand. All of the above have strong occult significance. It is clear from the Bible (Deuteronomy 18:10-12) that we are neither to participate in nor associate with activities related to the occult. 

 Some of the readers will no doubt protest, "It’s only a game!" To be sure it is a game, but a game that does not glorify God! When God says something is wrong, it is wrong regardless of what form it is in. Not only that, but many of the kids who play this game are seduced into believing the principles that the game subtly teaches. Here is but one example. In the booklet that comes with Pokemon, note what is stated -- "Welcome to the world of Pokemon, a special place where people just like you train to become the number-one Pokemon Master in the World!" But what is a Pokemon, you ask. "Pokemon are incredible creatures that share the world with humans," says Professor Oak, the leading authority on these monsters. There are currently 150 documented species of Pokemon … Each Pokemon has its own special fighting abilities … Some grow, or evolve, into even more powerful creatures … Carry your Pokemon with you, and you're ready for anything! You've got the power in your hands, so use it!" 

Listen, kids are carrying around their Pokemon like a magic talisman. Author and researcher Berit Kjos tells of a mom who overheard two boys discussing their little pocket monsters. As the conversation developed one boy said, "I'll just use my psychic powers." It was clear that the so called fantasy world of Pokemon had already conditioned this boy’s thinking to be receptive to a key occult doctrine - psychic powers! 

Pokemon promotes occult values, not biblical values and therefore should be rejected! 
Where are the player's thoughts and imagination being directed? 

I pointed out earlier that Pokemon originated in Japan. What I did not draw to your attention was that a Pokemon Master is a spin off of a martial arts master in Japan. Pokemon Masters are the leaders of fighting schools or battling gangs that solve their problems by beating their opponents. And how do they do this? Their little booklet says, "Some attacks cause the Defending Pokemon to be Asleep, Confused, Paralyzed, or Poisoned." 

The Bible warns us to be cautious about what we occupy our minds with (Proverbs 4:23). The games a child plays, the television programs he watches, and the things that he listens to have a powerful mind shaping influence over that child. Mental health professionals are finally coming to understand what the Bible has said all along -- the things you let into you mind shape your thinking and your thinking directs your actions. This truth was acted out at the Columbine High school slaughter. The shooters had saturated their minds with violent video games, Gothic death music, and violent reading material. The result was on April 20, 1999, twelve students and one teacher were murdered. 

Could Pokemon influence the children who play it? I pray that it does not happen, but I wonder how long it will be before a grade school child, tries to do what is written on the Weepingbell - Razor Leaf Pokemon card. It says, "It spits out poisonpowder to immobilize the enemy, and then finishes the enemy with a spray of acid." Does this line up with what the Bible has to say about how to handle our enemies in Romans 12:14-22? I think not! It is clear that Pokemon leads the player's imagination down the wrong path. The Bible says that we are to abhor that which is evil, and cleave to that which is good (Romans 12:9). Poisoning, paralyzing, etc. your enemies is clearly evil and no one should occupy their minds with such thoughts, game or no game. Our every thought is to be screened to be sure Christ approves of it (2 Corinthians 10:4-5). If it does not line up, it is to be rejected. 

So, what's the problem with Pokemon? Its subtle suggestions, images and values are manipulating the minds and feelings of the children who are into it. Pokemon conditions them to accept humanistic wisdom and occult spirituality. Heavy involvement in Pokemon blurs the player's ability to distinguish between fantasy and reality and sears the conscience of the player as well. Pokemon is designed to be a stepping stone to harder occult oriented games like Magic: The Gathering and Dungeons and Dragons. 

God wants his children to have a completely different focus. We are even told where our thoughts should be directed in Philippians 4:8 "Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things." 
NOTE: In the above article, Pokemon was spelt -- wrongly I believe -- as Pokmon. - Michael
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