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                                     New Agers believe that the beginning of a New Age is announced by the stars.
Since the late ‘60s of the 20th century, one cultural trend - known as New Age - has increasingly influenced our society. According to a contemporary astrological view, the coming age will also be known as the "Age of Aquarius". 
After a 2000-year period where the Christian Age, the "Age of Pisces", has influenced or shaped human history and culture, we are now supposed to be standing at the beginning of a new era. 
What is this new era to bring and how do we Christians confront the teachings of the New Age?
The New Age Vision
•
The New Age era is supposed to bring peace and harmony to the world. Each form of division will be overcome.
•
In the New Age, the nations will be gathered together within one world religion; there will be one worldwide nation under one worldwide government.
•
A world religion will come, within which the diverse religious and spiritual traditions will come together and will be merged into a united whole.
• After the patriarchally-influenced era will now come a gentler age, influenced by a more feminine spirituality.

•
Man and nature will live in a new harmony; nature will again be recognised in its divinity. In a new ecology "the holiness of nature" will be allowed for.

•
There will be no more dogmas and no absolute truth; everyone follows "his or her own truth".
•
Within the framework of New Age, old esoteric ideas and practices will become the general public‘s common property.
•           The enlightenment‘s rationalistic, intellectually-oriented thinking, will be overcome; intuition and feelings will be important above all.
•
The symbol of the New Age is the rainbow, which unites in itself all colours of the spectrum.
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In New Age perception everything is alive and possesses self consciousness.  Even to the water is assigned the ability to understand speech and to interpret it. It is claimed that this is possible to be seen within the shapes of the ice crystals.
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Under the influence of the New Age Movement, many turn to old, pre-Christian cultures and religions, in order to revive them. Celtic cult locations are enjoying great popularity.
Notions of God and of Man
•
The thinkers of the New Age prefer a pantheistic view of God. The cosmos itself is supposed to be divine. Everything is one within the divine cosmos.

•
The earth itself is supposed to be a living organism - "Gaia" – and mankind living on it are like cells of her body.

•
New Age proclaims the "New Man", the enlightened man, who has acknowledged his god-head.

•
The more people wake up to their divine nature and are beginning to mentally link to each other, the sooner the onset of the New Age will begin.

•
Within the environmental milieu of New Age, many believe in reincarnation. Over the course of many rebirths on earth, man has developed into a divine super human.

•
New Age is no religion, but a syncretistic movement. Elements of the most diverse religions are mixed together and merged. Eastern beliefs like Buddhism, Taoism, Hinduism, but also Shamanism, Indian religions, Gnosis, Cabbala and many more, bring an essential influence to bear. Within New Age all pagan traditions, already present in Europe prior to Christianity, will be revived again. 
Who is behind the New Age Trends?
•
The idea of a coming golden age is not new, but was already known in the ancient world.
•
At the root of the modern New Age Movement stands above all the Theosophical Society. It was founded by Helena Petrovna Blavatsky in 1875, when leading stimuli were put in motion, which are still effective in our days.
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            Helena Petrovna Blavatsky (1831-1891), together with H. S. Olcott, founded the Theosophical Society in 1875.
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                    Within the seal of the Theosophical Society can be found religious symbols of diverse cultures.
•
The aim of this and similar groups is to transform society in line with New Age thinking. In a process which was meant to take place over several decades, the New Age thinking was supposed to be introduced subliminally into society, so that it would finally become the determining worldview.

•
Within the New Age environment milieu, practices linked to the relevant philosophies are the ones which are preferred and disseminated. (This happens in all areas of daily life: health, career, education, and leisure time, through practices like Tai Chi, Qi Gong, Mandalas, Homoeopathy, Bach-Flower Therapy, Precious Stones Therapy, Kinesiology, Transcendental Meditation, Yoga, Zen, Reiki and many others).
•
Important representatives of New Age are Marilyn Ferguson, Fritjof Capra, Ken Wilbur, and David Spangler.
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The fish is an early Christian symbol and contains the short creed: Jesus, Christ, God, Son, Redeemer. Christians believe that with the arrival of Christ the end times have begun. They do not expect a New Age, but the second coming of Christ
New Age and Christianity
•
Christianity in its institutionalised form has no place in New Age thinking, because any kind of dogmatic claim of truth is rejected.
•
For Christians it is not possible to believe in a New Age, since they believe that in Jesus Christ the time has been fulfilled. Christians know they live in the end times and only expect the fulfillment of history in the coming of Christ.
•
On one hand New Age means a return to old gnostic ideas with their ways of self-redemption, on the other hand New Age promotes an inner hollowing out of the Christian faith, since it encourages and welcomes an amalgamation of religions and cults. Not just a few Christians of our days have succumbed to this trend.

•
Christians do not search for a way of an inner ascension towards the divine, since they believe in God, who has come down to them in Jesus Christ.

•
Christians do not believe in ways of self-redemption by spiritual techniques, but they believe in the gift of salvation through the cross of Christ.
•
Christians believe that there is an enduring difference between God, the Creator and His creatures. The highest goal of man is not to develop divine potential, but to live perfect love in its fullness.  Christians know they are called to an eternal dialogue of love.
•
Christians cannot agree to the relativistic understanding of religion, since they are committed to the One who has said: "I am the way, the truth and the life: No one can come to the Father except through me." (John 14:6)
On the subject of New Age, there is an informative document issued by the Church:
"Jesus Christ, the bearer of the waters of life". Considerations on New Age from a Christian viewpoint. Rome
2003. This document can be downloaded via the following internet address: 
http://www.vatican.va/roman_ curia/pontifical_councils/interelg/documents/rc_pc_in- terelg_doc_20030203_new-age_en.html 
Other writings on the subject:
Baer, Randall N., Inside the New Age Nightmare, Louisiana 1989
Benkovic Johnette S., The New Age Counterfeit, Milford 1995
England Randy, The Unicorn in the Sanctuary. The Impact of the New Age on the Catholic Church, Illinois 1991
Groothuis, Douglas, Unmasking the New Age Illinois 1986

Pacwa Mitch SJ, Catholics and the New Age, Michigan 1992

Reck William, An Overview of the New Age Movement, Milford 1995

Rhodes Ron, Gomes Alan W., New Age Movement, Michigan 1995
Author: Fr. Dr. Clemens Pilar COp, Gebrüder Lang Gasse 7, A - 1150 Wien, Austria. Tel./fax:0043-(0)1/893 43 12

Email: clemenspilar@gmx.at Web: http://nazaret.juengergemeinschaft.at END
Fr. Clemens Pilar is a Catholic priest. Ordained in 1989, he is a member of the Kalasantiner Community*.
Born in Vienna, Austria, where he now conducts his pastoral ministry and his crusade to expose New Age and "healing" using Alternative or Complementary Medicines, he was encouraged in this direction by the Archdiocese of Vienna and has been dealing with the subject "Esotericism and New Age" since 1987.

He is the author of "Esoteric Practices and Christian Faith - An Aid to Discernment", 2003, [127 pages], first published in 2001 in German under the title "Esoterik und christlicher Glaube – Hilfen zur Unterscheidung".
I have quoted from the above-referred book in eight of my articles/reports so far.
I have now received Fr. Clemens Pilar’s permission** to reproduce on my web site fourteen of his articles that are available in the English language. This article is the twelfth of them.

*See http://www.piaristusa.org/html/kalasantiner.html, http://www.vienna.net/company/vienna/ecclesiastical-religious-institutions/kalasantiner-kongregation-f-d-christlichen-arbeiter-bbe.html 

**From: clemenspilar@gmx.at To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Sunday, November 07, 2010 8:31 PM 
Dear Mr. Prabhu,
I am very glad to read about your work. It is very important in our days. The book "Esoteric Practices and Christian Faith" is the only one of my books which has been translated in English. In the recent years I began to work out flyers about different subjects concerning New Age. I’ve written 20 flyers, 14 of them are actually translated in English. Here I send them to you. I hope that they are helpful for your work and ministry. God bless you
P. Clemens
All bold emphases in red and green, as well as asterisks (*) and the notes against them are mine- Michael
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