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INTRODUCTION

"We are called atheists. And we certainly acknowledge this: we are atheists, regards to these false gods, but not regards to the supremely true God, Father of justice, wisdom and other virtues, with no mixture with evil whatsoever". Seventeen centuries have gone by since Justin, the jurist and martyr, wrote these words in his first Apologia (see no. 6,1-2): today the supremely true, alethes tátou, transcendent and personal God, who made Himself fully manifest in Christ, is still thwarted, refused and at times mocked by those who, in the name of a humanism without transcendence, expect to be free from all dependence and elect themselves to freedom with no limitations, proclaiming themselves the only authors of their destinies. 

Among other elements, at the basis of humankind’s current bewilderment – appearing not to feel God’s closeness – we also discover the attempt promoted above all by this so-called post-Christian western culture to create a anthropocentrism supported by the idols of ancient pre-Christian and neo-pagan religions. The origins of such attempts are multiple ones. Many people, pervaded by scientism and pragmatic materialism feel seriously ill at ease due to the loss of life’s meaning, disillusioned by the promises of certainty that science has been unable to offer. Moreover, in environments in which uncontrolled individualism is widespread, the feeling develops that Christianity is no longer capable of quenching the human heart’s profound thirst for happiness, a heart filled with the anguish of daily existence and dissatisfied with the answers provided by a technicist society.

"What point is there in travelling to the moon, if it is to commit suicide?" This immensely profound question posed by André Malreaux, in his book entitled "La condition humaine" (Paris, Gallimard, 1999), questions human man’s Promethean will. Once one would say: "Man acts, and in acting becomes". The West’s heirs of this computerised era know that humankind risks disintegration, and that the acceleration of life’s rhythms, the accumulation of information and the spasmodic search for success easily lead humankind to disintegration. 

And so after the past century, once again the phenomenon of sects and in particular the New Age current are reappearing on the world scene: these are old and new cultural and religious forms claiming to provide answers for humankind’s most ancients hope, the hope of a new era, an era of peace, harmony, reconciliation with oneself and with others and with nature. 

It is precisely this phenomenon - that of humankind’s irrepressible nostalgia for happiness, this citizen of the third millennium, materially satisfied but spiritually arid, and for the proactive apostasy from Christ promoted by New Age and by sects – that we wish to discuss during today’s twenty sixth international theological Videoconference. The subject in fact is: "The Church, New Age and sects".
Following the fecund wake traced by the Teachings of the Church and in particular by the Second Vatican Council, which dedicated to this subject an important part of the pastoral Constitution Gaudium et Spes, the Congregation intends to offer today, a privileged opportunity for analysing in-depth the theological meditation on the specific reality of a new secular, esoteric and planetary religious culture, promoted by the New Age movement and by sects, sadly committed to creating a anthropology without Christ. 
The various speeches by the Theologians will remind us that the spirituality of the eastern religions, initial heterodox Gnosticism, religious syncretism, esoteric cults, the cabala, alchemy and astrology, have united in a vain effort to place the western human being at the absolute centre of reality, making him a fetish, an idol artificially occupying Christ’s position, that of He who is the real God and man, Lord of the Universe and history, of which He is the "Alfa and the Omega" (Revelation 1,8; 21,6), "the Beginning and the End" (Revelation 21,6).

In this session we will refer to the many pleas the Holy Father continues to address to all the Church’s members, called upon to answer in the faith the search for meaning and liberation: it is necessary to provide the third millennium’s man with a living testimony of the Gospel’s eternal novelty, explaining through catechesis and preaching the contents of the Apocalypse and the articles of the Credo on "the resurrection of the flesh and eternal life" (see John Paul II, Speech to the Bishops of the United States, of Kansas, Missouri and Nebraska on the occasion of their "Ad Limina" visit on May 28th 1993).

This was confirmed also recently by the Holy Father in the Post-synod Apostolic Exhortations "Ecclesia in America" dated 22.1.1999 (see no. 73) and "Ecclesia in Europa" dated 22.6.2003 (see nos. 7-11). "Be confident! In the Gospel, which is Jesus, you will find the sure and lasting hope to which you aspire. This hope is grounded in the victory of Christ over sin and death. He wishes this victory to be your own, for your salvation and your joy. Be certain! The Gospel of hope does not disappoint!" (Ecclesia in Europa, no. 121) 

As always I wish to thank those invited, reminding you all that they will speak live from ten countries in five continents. Meditations will be held from Rome, from the Seat of the Congregation for the Clergy, by Cardinal Professor George Cottier, by H. E. Professor Rino Fisichella, by Professor Jean Galot and by Professor Paolo Scarafoni. 

There will also be speeches from New York by Professor Michael Hull, from Manila by Professor José Vidamor Yu; from Taiwan by Professor Louis Aldrich; from Johannesburg by Professor Stuart Bate; from Bogotá by Professor Silvio Cajiao; from Regensburg by H. E. Professor Gerhard Ludwig Müller; from Sydney by H. E. Professor Gregory Dewery; from Madrid by Professor Alfonso Carrasco Rouco; and from Moscow by Professor Igor Kowalewsky. I hope you all enjoy the conference. - Cardinal DARÍO CASTRILLÓN HOYOS, Prefect of the Congregation for the Clergy […]
Christian reflections on "New Age"

Father Paolo Scarafoni, L.C., Rector of the Pontifical University Regina Apostolorum

The Pontifical Council for Culture and the Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue have presented a splendid paper entitled "Jesus Christ, the bringer of Living Water, A Christian meditation on the New Age movement". This is a very important report on this phenomenon and a valid pastoral instrument for all priests.

"New Age", means a new era; its followers believe that humanity is entering a "new era" of peace and well-being, with many changes in the social, political and religious sectors. The New Age is meant to replace the Christian era, passing from the astrological age of Pisces to that of Aquarius. Hence the New Age followers are known also as "Aquarians". The "New Age" calls itself "new", but in truth many of its ideas derive from ancient religions and cultures. What really is new is the conscious search for an alternative to the western culture and its Judaic-Christian roots. The Catholic Church is also blamed for not encouraging the advent of an era of peace and happiness.

The success obtained by the New Age movement also among Christians and Catholics, depends on three elements: one of human nature’s fundamental elements: an anxiety for spirituality and prayer; an existential element: the desire to abandon the anxiety many feel in current western societies, which do not guarantee stability and a future; and a psychological element, represented by the proposal of a spirituality arising from the encounter between the esoteric culture and psychology so as to achieve transformation and peace obtained through techniques.

There are many attempts to produce peace and distance oneself from the divisions and the anguish of the western culture. The fashion of travelling to India; the search for mystical experiences; the use of drugs producing states said to allow a perception of the unity of reality; the sexual mystique supposed to allow profoundly loving relationships only after a full liberation from sexual taboos; resorting to esoteric traditions (Gnosticism, alchemy, astrology, magic, spiritism, witchcraft, mystery religions); and also Satanism and the occult sciences. Crystal therapy is also widespread. A number of "New Age" books state that crystals have a hidden intelligence, capable of influencing our lives, and that they teach us to get into contact with their supposed power. 

There is also an authentic obsession with angels, that Aquarians see everywhere. But their angels have nothing in common with Christian ones. They have strange names and powers similar to good luck charms. To these one must add many other popular New Age figures, such as "guiding spirits" and various "entities".

The conclusions shared by these and other forms of searching for peace and happiness are the following ones: the need for abolishing truths and dogmas that fragment and divide a vision of reality, and finding refuge in intuition and a mysterious irrationality; the need to abolish churches and stable organised forms of religions, especially those of the Catholic Church’s hierarchies; a search for a new mystique accessible to everyone.

The new mystique, practiced also by many Catholics, is nourished by various forms of prayer, especially the eastern kind; it refuses the vision of a transcendent God, separate and distant from us. This envisages an interior purification, signs and prodigies, a phase of interior emptiness, and finally the arrival at an encounter with "oneself", the real self, which is one with God, with the universe and with all that is. "This self knows no subject nor object, neither life nor death, neither light nor darkness, neither yin nor yang. The real self transcends the changes and anguishes of the samara to live in the world of Illumination" (William Johnston, sj, Mística para una nueva era, Desclée de Brower, 2003).
The pastoral principles for confronting the New Age phenomenon are: the trusting presentation of the relation between faith and reason; the school of Christian prayer and lively participation in the sacraments, also drawing from the great traditions of the Christian legacy; the presentation of a living, Risen Jesus Christ, currently in communication with us, whose person has a greater attraction than any other and whose presence fills the life of each human being with meaning; a vision of the world as a creation loved by God the Creator and through Him brought to fulfilment.

Responding to the Lure of the New Age
www.zenit.org/english/visualizza.phtml?sid=49976   

With Fr Paolo Scarafoni LC, Pontifical Academy of Theology, March 2, 2004
NOTE: THIS INTERVIEW FOLLOWS THE RELEASE OF THE FEBRUARY 2003 VATICAN DOCUMENT ON THE NEW AGE BY A YEAR- MICHAEL
Interview with Father Paolo Scarafoni of the Academy of Theology
ROME, March 2, 2004 (Zenit.org) A yearning for spirituality and a good dose of distress can even lead Catholics to the New Age, says a member of the Pontifical Academy of Theology.
The Church can counter that phenomenon, says Legionary Father Paolo Scarafoni, by proclaiming Jesus Christ "living and risen," "whose person has greater fascination than any other" and who fills life with meaning.
Father Scarafoni, who is also rector of the Regina Apostolorum Pontifical Athenaeum, was one of the speakers at last Friday's worldwide videoconference on "The Church, New Age and Sects," organized by the Congregation for Clergy.

"New Age does not consider original sin and tends not to consider man's sin and, therefore, not to make man responsible for his actions," Father Scarafoni explains in this interview with ZENIT. 
"New Age is nourished by Jung's psychology, whose approach is clearly anti-Christian."
Despite its name, New Age ideas "derive from ancient religions and cultures.
What is genuinely new is the conscious search for an alternative to Western culture and its Judeo-Christian roots," the priest says, referring to the document of the pontifical councils for culture and for interreligious dialogue: "Jesus Christ, Bearer of Living Water: A Christian Reflection on the New Age."

Q: How can the success of New Age be explained, even among Christians and Catholics?
Father Scarafoni: It depends at least on three elements: an essential element in human nature -- the yearning for spirituality and prayer; an existential element -- the desire to be rid of the distress that many experience in present-day Western society, which does not guarantee stability or a future; and a psychological element, that is, the proposal of a spirituality that springs from the encounter between esoteric culture and psychology to verify the transformation and peace obtained through techniques.

Q: How does New Age propose peace to escape from the division and distress of Western culture?
Father Scarafoni: In several ways -- all far from the Christian experience. The fad of trips to India; the search for mystical experiences; the experience of drugs that produce states of consciousness that enable one to perceive the unity of reality; "sexual mysticism," which would allow for profoundly loving relations only after full liberation from sexual taboos; recourse to esoteric traditions - Gnosticism, alchemy, astrology, magic, spiritism, witchcraft, religions oriented to mystery; Satanism and occult sciences. Crystal-therapy is very widespread. Some New Age books argue that crystals have a hidden intelligence capable of influencing our lives, and they teach how to enter into contact with their supposed power.

Q: Followers of New Age often talk about the angels.
Father Scarafoni: There is a genuine fixation with angels, which the followers of Aquarius see everywhere.
But their angels have nothing in common with those of Christians. They have strange names and powers similar to those of talismans and amulets. To them are added many other popular figures of the New Age, such as "guiding spirits" and varied "entities."

Q: Peace and happiness are the feelings New Age proposes.
Father Scarafoni: It's true, but they are aspirations whose way of fulfillment goes against the Catholic Church.
The conclusions shared by these and other ways of searching for peace and happiness are: the need to abolish truths and dogmas that break and divide the vision of reality, and refuge in intuition and in the irrational mysterious; the need to suppress churches or forms of stable organization of religions, especially the hierarchy of the Catholic Church; the search for a new mysticism accessible to all.

Q: Of what does the new mysticism consist, which they propose?

Father Scarafoni: The new mysticism, also practiced by many Catholics, is nourished by the most varied traditions of prayer, especially Eastern. It rejects the vision of a transcendent God, separated and far from us. It
provides for inner purification, signs and wonders, a phase of interior emptiness and, finally the attainment of an encounter with "oneself," the real self, which is one with God, with the universe, and with all that exists.

Q: How does the Church plan to address the challenge posed by this movement?
Father Scarafoni: The pastoral principles to address the New Age phenomenon are: the confident presentation of the relation between faith and reason; the school of Christian prayer and of active participation in the sacraments, appealing also to the great tradition of the Christian heritage; the proclamation of Jesus Christ, living and risen and at present in communication with us, whose person has a fascination that is greater than any other and whose presence fills with meaning the life of every man; the view of the world as creation that is loved by God, Creator, and that is led to fulfillment by him.
Also at: http://www.catholicfidelity.com/interview-with-father-paolo-scarafoni-of-the-academy-of-theology-on-the-new-age-movementt/ and http://www.ewtn.com/library/NEWAGE/ZLURE.HTM 

Priests queue up to qualify as exorcists
http://www.religionnewsblog.com/12455/priests-queue-up-to-qualify-as-exorcists   

By Richard Owen October 14, 2005 www.timesonline.co.uk
A decline in faith among the young is leading to an increase in demand for rites to "drive out the Devil".
About 120 priests and theologians gathered in Rome yesterday, anxious to learn the increasingly demanded rite of exorcism. "There is no doubt that the Devil is intervening more in the life of man these days," they were told.

Father Paolo Scarafoni said: "It is indispensable that every priest knows how to discern between demonic possession and psychological problems." He was opening a four-month course entitled "Exorcism and the Prayer of Liberation" at the Regina Apostolorum pontifical university in Rome.

Father Gabriele Amorth, the Vatican’s chief exorcist, said that there were nine priests carrying out exorcisms in Rome. "I have carried out more than 40,000 exorcisms," he said. "Satan exists, and targets the young above all. When faith is in decline, idolatry enters in."
Father Vincenzo Taraborelli, one of the exorcists in Rome, said that the number of exorcisms had more than doubled since he took up his post as a parish priest 15 years ago. "There is always someone sitting in the pews waiting for my help," he said. Most were aged between 20 and 40 and many were psychologically disturbed. He urged them to see a doctor or psychiatrist, but in other cases he concluded after careful examination that they were "genuinely possessed".

He said: "Films about exorcism tend to exaggerate, but the victims really do scream and yell in strange, incomprehensible tongues and roll the whites of their eyes."
He made sure that he was always accompanied by a nun, a lay assistant and "preferably the relatives of the possessed person, to provide support".

Father Gabriele Nanni, another exorcist, said that the symptoms of possession were "when someone speaks or understands languages they normally do not; when their physical strength is disproportionate to their body size or age; when they are suddenly knowledgeable about occult practices; when they have a physical aversion to sacred things, such as the communion host or prayers".

Interest in the occult has been boosted by films such as Exorcist: The Beginning, released last year and Scott Derrickson’s The Exorcism of Emily Rose, released this year.

The Italian authorities are alarmed by the rise in the number of Satanic cults, many involving drugs. In February two members of a heavy metal band in Milan called the Beasts of Satan were given prison sentences of 30 and 16 years for the killing of two girls and a youth during "devil worship".

The Roman Catholic exorcism ritual, adopted in 1614, was updated six years ago. The priest begins with prayers and the sprinkling of holy water. He then makes the sign of the cross while reciting a formula denouncing the Devil.

The exorcism drive has the backing of Pope Benedict XVI, who recently sent greetings to a convention of exorcists and urged them to "carry on your important work in the service of the Church".

Pope Benedict to revive exorcism to fight Satan
http://www.realclearreligion.com/index_files/0e1eebeaca4b6dcb55ffaf6c507a704d-290.html 
December 28, 2007
This is certainly good news after so many years of inexplicable neglect of this most important power given to the Church by Christ. Father Gabriele Amorth has fought many years for the recognition of the necessity of exorcism in our world today. Two of his books are fascinating and impossible to put down. I highly recommend them to anyone who is in doubt of the reality and extent that evil that has taken hold of our world at this point in history. But between the restoration of the Tridentine Latin Mass and now exorcism, it seems there is a light suddenly beginning to shine in the darkness. 
From Dailymail: 
The Pope has ordered his bishops to set up exorcism squads to tackle the rise of Satanism. Vatican chiefs are concerned at what they see as an increased interest in the occult. They have introduced courses for priests to combat what they call the most extreme form of 'Godlessness'.  
Each bishop is to be told to have in his diocese a number of priests trained to fight demonic possession. 
The initiative was revealed by 82-year-old Father Gabriele Amorth, the Vatican "exorcist-in-chief," to the online Catholic news service Petrus. "Thanks be to God, we have a Pope who has decided to fight the Devil head-on," he said. 
"Too many bishops are not taking this seriously and are not delegating their priests in the fight against the Devil. You have to hunt high and low for a properly trained exorcist. Thankfully, Benedict XVI believes in the existence and danger of evil - going back to the time he was in charge of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith." 
The CDF is the oldest Vatican department and was headed by Benedict from 1982, when he was Cardinal Ratzinger, until he became Pope in 2005. 
Father Amorth said that during his time at the department Benedict had not lost the chance to warn humanity of the risk from the Devil. He said the Pope wants to restore a prayer seen as protection against evil that was traditionally recited at the end of Catholic Masses. The prayer, to St Michael the Archangel, was dropped in the 1960s by Pope John XXIII. 
"The prayer is useful not only for priests but also for lay people in helping to fight demons," he said. 
Father Paolo Scarafoni, who lectures on the Vatican's exorcism course, said interest in Satanism and the occult has grown as people lost faith with the church. He added: "People suffer and think that turning to the Devil can help solve their problems. We are being bombarded by requests for exorcisms." 
The Vatican is particularly concerned that young people are being exposed to the influence of Satanic sects through rock music and the Internet.
In theory, under the Catholic Church's Canon Law 1172, all priests can perform exorcisms. But in reality only a select few are assigned the task. Under the law, practitioners must have "piety, knowledge, prudence, and integrity of life. 
The rite of exorcism involves a series of gestures and prayers to invoke the power of God and stop the "demon" influencing its victim.
The Pope has ordered his bishops to set up exorcism squads

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-504969/Popes-exorcist-squads-wage-war-Satan.html 

By Nick Pisa December 29, 2007

Vatican denies satanic cleansing
http://www.religionnewsblog.com/20248/exorcism-17 

Malta Star, Malta December 29, 2007 
The Vatican is denying reports* it plans to increase the number of exorcists around the world so possessed people can get help quickly. *http://www.religionnewsblog.com/20237/exorcism-16 
"Pope Benedict XVI has no intention of ordering local bishops to bring in garrisons of exorcists to fight demonic possession," Vatican spokesman Federico Lombardi told reporters in Rome just hours after the news report was published.

Roman Catholic news agency Petrus said the pope planned to install more exorcists in every diocese next year and reintroduce a prayer during mass to Mark [sic] the Archangel, believed to be the prime protector against evil, The Telegraph reported.

The satanic cleansing initiative was revealed by 82-year-old Father Gabriele Amorth, the Vatican "exorcist-in-chief," to Petrus news agency. "Thanks be to God, we have a Pope who has decided to fight the Devil head-on," he said.

"Too many bishops are not taking this seriously and are not delegating their priests in the fight against the Devil. You have to hunt high and low for a properly trained exorcist. Thankfully, Benedict XVI believes in the existence and danger of evil – going back to the time he was in charge of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith." 
The CDF is the oldest Vatican department and was headed by Benedict from 1982, when he was Cardinal Ratzinger, until he became Pope in 2005.
Paolo Scarafoni, a priest at Vatican University who teaches how to recognize and expel Satan, said exorcists increasingly are in demand because devil worship has become so common, reported ANSA. "Priests are being bombarded," Scarafoni told the Italian news agency.

The topic of exorcism commands considerable public interest in Italy, and Father Amorth has frequently generated attention with his warnings about the unchecked spread of diabolical influence.

In a new course on the topic, being offered by the pontifical university Regina Apostolorum in Rome, Father Paolo Scarafoni has warned that Satanic cults are making inroads in Italian society, and cautioned that the influence of the devil is real, although he has also reported that most suspected cases of demonic possession can be explained by other factors.
Reports that Rome would push exorcism point up serious crisis in Roman Church
http://www.spiritdaily.org/exorcists.htm 
By Michael H. Brown
Is the Vatican going to create more exorcists or not? Reports saying that Rome would encourage dioceses to expand the number of priests who cast out demons were met, nearly three weeks ago, by widespread support (and even relief). 
At first, a big bravo. Now, confusion (which is the devil's hallmark). It started when, in an interview with Italy's Petrus news website, Father Gabriele Amorth, an exorcist in Rome, said that the Holy Father -- who is not shy as a spiritual warrior -- planned a push to combat evil manifestations by calling for the designation of an exorcist in every diocese.

For years, Catholics have suffered from a dire and even tragic lack of those with just such expertise.

In the U.S., according to a spokesman for the Conference of Catholic Bishops, there are less than 190 priests who are officially designated as exorcists. The spokesman told Spirit Daily more than a year ago that the conference has no real figure on how many exorcists there are, but when asked if there was one per diocese, he replied: "If that."
From there, the arithmetic is simple: there are 196 Catholic dioceses in the U.S. (counting Eastern Rite), and so the figure for exorcists is below 190 and for all we know perhaps even below a hundred.

There are areas, especially modernistic ones, with no designated exorcist, despite the upsurge in evil. Many dioceses share a single exorcist with neighboring dioceses, if exorcism is assigned at all.

That creates a huge dilemma -- for while full-scale, head-spinning possession may be uncommon, lesser manifestations are rampant: far too many for one exorcist, never mind less than one per diocese, to handle. By contrast there are about 300 attached to the various bishops throughout Italy -- no large number (considering that Italy has as many dioceses) but probably more than twice the estimated U.S. number. 

More to the point: from 1989 to 1995, the huge Archdiocese of New York examined just three hundred potential exorcism cases, and exorcisms were performed in only ten percent of the cases, according to Father James J. LeBar, who served as chief New York exorcist. 

From 1995 to 2000, about forty cases a year were investigated -- this is an archdiocese of 2.5 million Catholics. That means after initial investigation the official Church, if in keeping with the previous ratio, recognized one case of demonic possession for every 625,000 faithful per year. The figures were smaller yet in Chicago.

There are 2.3 million Catholics in the archdiocese spread over 1,400 square miles -- but it was not until the year 2000 that Chicago got its first official exorcist. 

"Thank God we have a Pope who has decided to confront the devil head-on," said Father Amorth, who has long harped on the shortage of exorcists. The priest -- who is the most widely known exorcist in the Church -- also claimed that Pope Benedict would restore the tradition of reciting the prayer to St. Michael the Archangel, composed by Pope Leo XIII, at the end of every Mass.

But by year's end, it appeared, alas, that such reports were not true (or that they were at least premature): at this point there is no such sweeping statement forthcoming.

That was according to Father Federico Lombardi, director of the Vatican press office, who flatly denied the Petrus report when he said that "Pope Benedict XVI has no intention of ordering local bishops to bring in garrisons of exorcists to fight demonic possession."

And such is cause for renewed concern.

For in addition to leaving those in need of deliverance without Church help, the backup and backlog of afflicted has caused many Catholics to seek sanctuary in non-denominational evangelical, charismatic, and Pentecostal churches -- precisely the "sects" Rome has been rallying its forces against, especially in South America.

Just last weekend, we carried the story of a priest battling to keep his flock from evangelicals in Florida. Pentecostals perform exorcism-like deliverance as a matter of routine and do so without the guidance of a central authority -- perhaps serving many well but also, perhaps, also endangering a significant number. They do not have the priestly power. They do not have the stole. There is thus the chance of exorcistic malpractice.

Still, the Vatican denial left a degree of hope. 

Perhaps not "garrisons" -- but will Benedict XVI eventually signs a paper that edges in this direction, just as his moto proprio encourages Latin Mass (but did not greatly alter that current liturgy)? 

It will be interesting to see. His name is Benedict.

This we know: prominent exorcists warn that there are entire large dioceses without a single priest assigned to exorcism and many bishops appear skeptical that there is a problem -- and perhaps skeptical of any such thing as demonic possession. Meanwhile, the prayer of exorcism has been watered down.

Even if bishops do accept the notion of exorcism, with the priest shortage, there simply are not enough clerics to assign specifically to such a task, at least in some situations. And yet assign them we must. The Catholic Church has almost abandoned the notion of deliverance -- despite the many references in Scripture to Christ casting out demons and admonishing His followers to do the same.

That abandonment comes at a time when devilish infiltrations are multiplying.

Oppressions, obsessions, and possessions are rampant, with few to help the afflicted at a time when the Church often relies on psychiatrists to tell it when exorcisms are necessary.

The critical problem with that: most psychiatrists do not even believe in the demonic, and the very nature of their profession -- which places scientific names on spiritual problems -- is in conflict with notions of deliverance.

Is it neurosis -- or is it demonic harassment? Is it schizophrenia, is it psychosis, is it multiple personality -- or is it possession (in the later case, by a "legion" of spirits)? These are questions that we must answer.

Our take: all of us, the Church, and even its clerics -- from time to time -- are in need of deliverance.

Paolo Scarafoni, a priest at Vatican University who teaches how to recognize and expel Satan, said exorcists increasingly are in demand because devil worship has become so common, reported ANSA, the Italian news agency. "Priests are being bombarded," Scarafoni said.

We are in crisis. There is Harry Potter. There is the New Age. There is rampant television, movie, and internet occultism. It is a crisis that is not yet beyond hope (nothing is). But the Church must once more become the Church Militant. Christ came explicitly to break the power of the devil. We are His Church and must set forth against the enemy with all His fantastic power. And while we're dealing with liturgical matters -- while the Church is encouraging more Latin, while we are pushing for less modern music (and promoting, as Benedict wants, Gregorian chants) -- let us also do what rumor had it three weeks ago: At the end of every Mass, let us at least re-institute the prayer to the Archangel Michael.

[Resources: Interview with an Exorcist, An Exorcist Tells His Story, Catholic Spiritual Warfare Prayers, and Pigs in the Parlor]                                                                                                                                                    July 2011[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
