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Beware! The New Age Movement Is More than Self-Indulgent Silliness
http://www.newoxfordreview.org/article.jsp?did=0700-penn
By Lee Penn New Oxford Review, July-August 2000
NOTE: THIS ARTICLE PREDATES THE VATICAN DOCUMENT ON THE NEW AGE BY TWO AND A HALF YEARS- MICHAEL
In recent years the New Age movement has come out of the closet in the Church and in the world. The New Age movement is made up of those who follow a potpourri of beliefs and practices that fall outside the boundaries of traditional Christianity. Its manifestations are protean. Some Catholic nuns walk on labyrinths to contact the "Divine Feminine." Increasing numbers of health insurance companies have heeded consumers' demands to cover offbeat treatments, ranging from Ayurvedic herbal medicine to "therapeutic touch" -- in which a "healer's" hands manipulate "energy fields" but never touch the patient's body. Hillary Clinton has contacted the spirit of Eleanor Roosevelt under the guidance of Jean Houston -- a New York-based avatar who runs a "Mystery School," and who inspired the current fad of walking on labyrinths. Millions of Americans with more money than common sense are buying into this trendy, feel-good style of spirituality; they have helped to keep Neale Donald Walsch's Conversations with God on the best-seller lists since 1997. These are the people who proudly say, "I'm spiritual, but not religious."  
Many Christians view the New Age movement as merely self-indulgent silliness. Unfortunately, there's far more to the movement than astrology, crystals, weird workshops, and psychobabble. New Age spiritual leaders have a firmly entrenched anti-Christian worldview, and many of them harbor a special hatred for the Catholic Church. Many believe that the Fall was really man's ascent into knowledge, assisted by Lucifer -- whom they hail as the bringer of light and wisdom. Many expect an imminent, apocalyptic transformation that will lead humanity into the New Age. By acts of men or by an act of "spirit," earth will be cleansed of those who refuse to evolve. In the New Age, there will be world government; the economy will be remade to promote "sharing." Traditional morality and traditional families will disappear. Orthodox religions -- especially Christianity and Judaism -- are considered "separative" and "obsolete"; in the New Age, they too will vanish. 

For the last 125 years, New Age leaders worldwide have followed the false light of Theosophy; they now whisper into the itching ears of the powerful -- politicians, media moguls, UN officials, foundation grant-makers, and Anglican bishops. As the West moves into a post-Christian era, the influence of the New Age movement grows. 

Helena Petrovna Blavatsky blended Eastern religion with Western occultism, establishing the Theosophical movement in 1875 in New York City. Theosophy has influenced occult, spiritualist "New Thought," and New Age movements around the world ever since. For Blavatsky, the Lord is not God; mankind is. She says, "Man is truly the manifested deity in both its aspects -- good and evil." Since mankind is god, it follows that "mankind will become freed from its false gods, and find itself finally --Self-Redeemed." Or rather, some of mankind is "god-informed" and capable of self-redemption -- namely, "the Aryan and other civilized nations." Others, "such human specimens as the Bushmen, the Veddhas of Ceylon, and some African tribes" are "lower human creatures," "inferior races" that are "now happily … dying out. Verily mankind is 'of one blood,' but not of the same essence."1 

In the early 1900s Alice A. Bailey carried forward the teachings of Theosophy in the U.S. She founded the Lucifer [yes!] Publishing Company in New York City in 1922, renaming it the Lucis Publishing Company in 1923. Between 1922 and 1949, Bailey published 24 books of "revelations" that she claimed to have channeled from the Tibetan ascended "spiritual master" Djwhal Khul. All these books remain in print, and are widely available. 

The influence of Theosophy continues to grow a half-century after her death. Robert Muller, former assistant Secretary General of the United Nations, won the UNESCO Prize for Peace Education in 1989 for his World Core Curriculum. He says, "The underlying philosophy upon which The Robert Muller School is based will be found in the teachings set forth in the books of Alice A. Bailey by the Tibetan teacher, Djwhal Khul." 
Like Muller, Neale Donald Walsch praises Theosophy. James Parks Morton, the Dean of the Episcopal Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York City until his 1997 retirement, praises Theosophist David Spangler, as "a genuine mystic." 

Muller, Walsch, and Morton's Temple of Understanding all actively support the United Religions Initiative (URI), a well-funded venture in religious syncretism led by Episcopal Bishop William Swing of San Francisco. (Other Theosophists are lining up to support the URI. The Rudolf Steiner Foundation has recently made a grant to the URI, and the Lucis Trust newsletter, World Goodwill, has praised the URI twice in 1999.) Laurance S. Rockefeller and his Fund for the Enhancement of the Human Spirit have financed New Agers Matthew Fox*, Barbara Marx Hubbard, and Bishop Swing's Grace Cathedral. Morton has friends in high places; he is on the Council of Advisers for Global Green, USA (an affiliate of Mikhail Gorbachev's Green Cross International, an environmentalist organization), and was co-chairman of UN conferences on the environment in 1992 and 1997. *Excommunicated Dominican priest, became an Episcopalian
Another of Gorbachev's organizations, the San Francisco-based State of the World Forum, draws funding from a galaxy of corporations and foundations, ranging from Archer Daniels Midland, CNN, Hewlett-Packard, and Occidental Petroleum to the Carnegie Corporation, the Kellogg Foundation, and the Rockefeller Brothers Fund. The State of the World Forum attracts almost 1,000 VIPs to San Francisco each year, and encourages them to believe that they will be the ones to shape the emerging "new civilization." Not all participants are eggheads and political has-beens; the 1998 Forum included Georges Berthoin, President of the Trilateral Commission, James Michel, the chairman of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, and other power brokers. Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu is one of the 22 co-chairs of the Forum, along with Gorbachev, Ted Turner, Federico Mayor (Director General of UNESCO), and other high UN officials. Neither orthodox Christian nor Orthodox Jewish leaders have spoken at any Forum sessions. Instead, the assembled dignitaries have heard New Age-style preaching from such people as Andrew Weil, Michael Lerner, Barbara Marx Hubbard, Michael Murphy and Steven Donovan (leaders of the Esalen Institute), Fritjof Capra, Jean Houston, Sam Keen, Ram Dass, Matthew Fox, Deepak Chopra, and Tony Robbins. 

In short, promoters of New Age and Theosophical ideals are not social outcasts. On the contrary, these followers of the Spirit of the Age get attention and money from the rich and the powerful. 
What, then, do the New Age prophets teach? Let Helena Petrovna Blavatsky, Alice Bailey, Robert Muller, Barbara Marx Hubbard, Neale Donald Walsch, David Spangler, and Matthew Fox speak for themselves -- and for the motley crew of "spirit guides," "ascended masters," and "cosmic Christs" whom they serve. 

The avatars of the New Age say that humanity is God, and that there is no death. Hubbard states the creed of the Serpent succinctly: "We are immortal. We are not bound by the limits of the body" and "We can create new life forms and new worlds. We are gods!" Walsch, who claims in his best selling book to converse directly with "God”, says the same: "Trust God. Or if you wish, trust yourself, for Thou Art God." The "God" with whom Walsch converses denies death, saying, "There is no 'death.' Life goes on forever and ever. Life Is. You simply change form." Bailey said, "We are all Gods...." These avatars repeat the lies that the Devil told in Eden: "You will not die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will be like God..." (Genesis 3:4-5). As a devotee of Walsch's recently told the Washington Post, "We discovered the God within... That's why we need God. Because we are God." 

Since we are gods, there is no need for Christ to save us. Instead, as Hubbard says, "Multitudes of self-saviors is what we are, for those who have eyes to see." New Age teachers invert Christian doctrine about sin, the Devil, and the Fall. Hubbard says, "The serpent symbolizes an irresistible [sic] energy that is leading us toward life ever-evolving. First the serpent tempted Eve to eat of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.... Then self-awareness came." She adds, "Evil -- the devil -- is evolution's selection process that constantly weeds out the weaker from the stronger." A spirit that identified itself to Hubbard as "Jesus" told her to "love Satan, my fallen brother."2 Walsch's "God" says that Adam and Eve "are said to have committed Original Sin. I tell you this: it was the Original Blessing. For without this event, the partaking of the knowledge of good and evil, you would not even know the two possibilities existed!" Blavatsky spoke most plainly: "The Fall was the result of man's knowledge, for his 'eyes were opened.' Indeed, he was taught Wisdom and the hidden knowledge by the 'Fallen Angel.'" 

These New Age teachings lead inexorably to the praise of Darkness. Walsch's statement that God is "the Darkness that creates the Light, and makes it possible" mirrors Blavatsky's dictum that "According to the tenets of Eastern Occultism, Darkness is the one true actuality, the basis and the root of light... Light is matter, and Darkness, pure Spirit."3 
Alice Bailey likewise says that those who learn to meditate will see that "darkness is pure spirit." Followers of Bailey's New Age path will find, she says, that "each contact with the Initiator leads the initiate closer to the centre of pure darkness…a centre or point of such intense brilliance that everything fades out and…at that darkest point... [is seen] a point of clear cold fire."4 Perhaps Dante was right when he described the center of Hell as ice. 

Theosophists make it clear that in the contest between God and the Devil, they side with the Devil. Blavatsky says, "It is but natural...to view Satan, the Serpent of Genesis, as the real creator and benefactor, the Father of Spiritual mankind. For it is he who was the 'Harbinger of Light,' bright radiant Lucifer, who opened the eyes of the automaton created by Jehovah."5 According to Alice Bailey, the fallen angels "descended from their sinless and free state of existence in order to develop full divine awareness upon earth." Spangler, like Blavatsky, praises Lucifer as "the angel of man's evolution. He is the angel of man's inner light."6 G.K. Chesterton warns those who wander after this will-o'-the-wisp: "Of all conceivable forms of enlightenment the worst is what these people call the Inner Light. Of all the horrible religions the most horrible is the worship of the god within.... That Jones shall worship the god within him turns out ultimately to mean that Jones shall worship Jones." 
Alice Bailey denies Hell and Christ's atonement for man's sin; instead, "the concept of hell" will be replaced by "an understanding of the law which makes each man work out his salvation upon the physical plane, which leads him to right the wrongs which he may have perpetrated in his lives on Earth, and which enables him eventually to 'clean his own slate.'" What a rotten deal Bailey offers! Instead of being saved and forgiven through Christ's death and Resurrection, we are left with the unforgiving law of karma and the requirement to right all the wrongs of all our past lives ourselves. As might be expected from a man who has channeled "a disembodied entity" for 20 years, Spangler says, "Christ is the perfect balance to Lucifer."7 Like Matthew Fox, Spangler proposes to replace Jesus with the "cosmic Christ"; "any old Christ will not do, not if we need to show that we have something better than the mainstream Christian traditions. It must be a cosmic Christ, a universal Christ, a New Age Christ... The Christ is universal. It is cosmic. It always has been." Note the pronoun: Spangler calls Christ "it". 

New Age writers follow the Gnostic tradition, denying that birth, life, and the body are good. Walsch says, "Birth itself is a death, and death a birth. For in birth, the soul finds itself constricted within the awful limitations of a body, and at death escapes those constrictions again." This is, almost word for word, what Alice Bailey wrote: "Birth establishes the soul in the true prison, and physical death is only the first step toward liberation." 

Denial of the goodness of the body leads to giving a "get out of Hell free" card to Hitler. As Walsch says, "Hitler went to heaven," and "There is no hell, so there is no place else for him to go." After all, according to Walsch's "God," Hitler was doing his victims a favor by killing them; his deeds were "mistakes," not crimes: "The mistakes Hitler made did no harm or damage to those whose deaths he caused. Those souls were released from their earthly bondage, like butterflies emerging from a cocoon.... When you see the utter perfection in everything -- not just in those things with which you agree, but (and perhaps especially) those things with which you disagree -- you achieve mastery." The price of "mastery" is to see "utter perfection" in Auschwitz and Treblinka. "John," the disembodied spirit, which Spangler has channeled for over 20 years, likewise said, "We naturally do not identify life with the physical body, consequently, to us, the loss of your physical form is not a tragedy.... The death of millions of people in itself is not a tragedy for us, for it simply means their birth into our domains." 

Walsch's "God" says that Hitler does not deserve blame for his acts -- the rest of humanity is responsible for allowing them to happen: "The purpose of the Hitler Experience was to show humanity to itself." Walsch's "God" repeats what Bailey said in 1939, as World War II began: "Blame not the personalities involved.... They are only the product of the past and the victims of the present. 

At the same time, they are the agents of destiny, the creators of the new order and the initiators of the new civilization; they are the destroyers of what must be destroyed before humanity can go forward along the Lighted Way. They are the embodiment of the personality of humanity. Blame yourselves, therefore, for what is today transpiring." A similar argument has been common for a generation in American courtrooms: The criminal is not accountable for his evil deeds; instead "society" -- everybody else -- is guilty. 

The New Age philosophers define evil as matter, selfishness, and the refusal to embrace change. Bailey says, "The domination of spirit (and its reflection, soul) by matter is what constitutes evil"; at the human level "the true nature of cosmic evil finds its major expression" in "materialistic selfishness and the sense of isolated separativeness." Spangler has a similar definition of evil. It "cannot abide change" or "complexity," is "fixated upon its sense of particularity," "is the dimension of separation," and "abhors diversity and seeks conformity and sameness." This is the way liberals in politics and the churches describe those who are not "PC." 

For New Age teachers, spiritual growth is not the fruit of taking up the Cross and following Christ. Instead, as Hubbard says, "Your highest spiritual beings, even now, are telling you that each of you has access to an inner teacher.... They tell you that through a process called 'initiation,' you can transform yourself into an 'ascended master.'" Perhaps "initiation" is more dangerous than Hubbard lets on, for Bailey says, "each contact with the Initiator leads the, initiate closer to the centre of pure darkness." Walsch's "God" does not favor obedience to the Christian God's will: "Obedience is not growth, and growth is what I desire." Walsch's "God" told him: "There's no such thing as the Ten Commandments… God's Law is No Law." Instead, this alternative is offered: "If you are to evolve, it will not be because you've been able to successfully deny yourself things you know 'feel good,' but because you've granted yourself these pleasures..." As a result, Walsch's "God" approves of sexual activity by children and teenagers. Hubbard says, "The break-up of the 20th century procreative family structure is ...needed..." For the sake of the Divine Self, Walsch denounces fidelity and marriage vows: "Betrayal of yourself in order not to betray another is Betrayal nonetheless. It is the Highest Betrayal." Indeed, family members who won't move into the New Age should be left behind. Hubbard says, "If members of our family choose to remain where they are, we have no moral obligation to suppress our own potential on their behalf. In fact the suppression of potential is...'immoral'..." And once our bodies, minds, and souls are drained dry by free sex and trafficking with the spirit world, we ought to choose to die. As Hubbard says, "When we feel that our creativity has run its course, we gracefully choose to die. In fact, it seems unethical and foolish to live on." 

Hubbard rewrites the Lord's Prayer, making it a hymn to the Divine Self: "Our Father/Mother God... Which Art In Heaven... Hallowed Be Our Name... Our Kingdom Is Come... Our Will Is Done...," and ending with, "For Ours Is The Kingdom, Ours The Power, Ours The Glory, For Ever And Ever. Amen." 

For mankind to enter the New Age, we must abandon the traditional religions, especially the monotheistic faiths. Judaism was one of Bailey's targets -- before, during, and after the Holocaust. Bailey wrote that the Jews' sufferings were "the working out of the retributive aspect of the Law of Cause and Effect.... 
Much that has happened to the Jews originated in their past history and in their pronounced attitude of separativeness and nonassimilability, and in their emphasis upon material good...." Bailey's accusations are serious since she says "the true nature of cosmic evil" is "the supreme evil of materialistic selfishness and the sense of isolated separativeness." 

New Age writers disdain orthodox Christians, whom they denounce as "fundamentalists." Robert Muller said at the 1996 URI summit conference that the United Religions must tame "fundamentalism" and profess faithfulness "only to the global spirituality and to the health of this planet" Recently he added an anti-Catholic twist: "Two of the worst principles and words still used on planet Earth are: fundamentalism and infallibility." Muller also said, "The French Revolution abolished religions as troublemakers. Even today, many regard religions as troublemakers." Muller seems to pose two alternatives for us: Worship Gaia or face the Jacobins' response to religious "troublemakers." 

Matthew Fox concluded The Coming of the Cosmic Christ with a vision of "Vatican III," to be called by Pope John XXIV to define the doctrine of the Cosmic Christ as intrinsic to faith. The future Pope has replaced the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith with a board of grandmothers. "Still another action taken by this pope has been to gather all the Opus Dei bishops of the world on one island where, it is said, they are undergoing a two-year spiritual retreat that includes a critique of the history of fascism and Christianity on the one hand and an inculcation of creation spirituality on the other. It is said these bishops do body prayer three times daily and art as meditation four hours per day. The native people of the island are the instructors for the art as meditation classes. Women have assumed the office of bishop in their respective diocesan sees." There is literary precedent for sending undesirables to islands. In Brave New World those who do not fit into society are sent to islands of their choice, and left to manage their own affairs. Fox's Utopia is harsher than Aldous Huxley's dystopia, where World Controller Mustapha Mond leaves the misfits to themselves and does not force them to change; "John XXIV" will subject his opponents to brainwashing. Perhaps Fox has already picked the island to which orthodox Catholics, evangelical Protestants, and Eastern Orthodox will go for mandatory "re-education." 

Nature abhors a vacuum, and no throne long remains vacant. If the New Age movement were to dethrone Christ the King, who would take His place? If Gorbachev has his way, the god of the New Religion will be nature. He has said, "Nature is my god. To me, nature is sacred. Trees are my temples and forests are my cathedrals." Muller has also hailed the Earth as God: "Hindus call our earth Brahma, or God, for they rightly see no difference between our earth and the divine." 

New Age writers say that we will accept the New Religion when we understand that all religions have the same source and the same end. Bailey said, "The day is dawning when all religions will be regarded as emanating from one great spiritual source; all will be seen as unitedly providing the one root out of which the universal world religion will inevitably emerge." Likewise, Episcopal Bishop William Swing believes that all religions "come together at the apex, in the Divine." Their affirmation of religious unity echoes Blavatsky, who said that all religions have "been derived from one primitive source," and that separate religions are "but shades of human error and the signs of imperfection." Blavatsky's turgid writings of 1877 have become the received truth for religious liberals in 2000. 

Bailey expected the New Religion, which she called the "Church Universal," to emerge by the dose of the 20th century -- in other words, now. Bailey said, "Only those will remain as guides and leaders of the human spirit who speak from living experience, and who know no creedal barriers; they will recognize the onward march of revelation and the new emerging truths." Thus, liberal Protestants and heretical Catholics will have a happy place in the New Religion. Bailey believed that the New Religion would work closely with the UN: "Thus the expressed aims and efforts of the United Nations will be eventually brought to fruition and a new church of God, gathered out of all religions and spiritual groups, will unitedly bring to an end the great heresy of separateness." Muller has gone further, proposing to deify the United Nations: "At the beginning the UN was only a hope. Today it is a political reality. Tomorrow it will be the world's religion." 

The New Religion will bring spiritual totalitarianism. New Age leaders agree that the last 2,000 years -- the Age of Pisces -- were a time for development of individual identity and personality. In the coming Age of Aquarius, people will happily let go of individuality and merge their personal goals and identity into that of the whole race. As Bailey said, "the will of the individual will voluntarily be blended into the group will." The existence of separate persons is an illusion; we are all really part of "The One." 

In language that foreshadows Bishop Swing's blather about the emergence of a "global soul," Teilhard de Chardin, whom New Age writers hail as a prophet, said, "The organization of human energy... is directed and pushes us towards the ultimate formation, over and above each personal element, of a common soul of humanity" (Are you aware that you are only a "personal element"?) The goal of human evolution, for Teilhard, is for people to "acquire the consciousness, without losing themselves, of becoming one and the same person." If we understand things rightly, we will "love the preordained forces that unite" us. As Orwell said of his protagonist, Winston, at the end of 1984, "He had won the victory over himself. He loved Big Brother." 
The New Age avatars proclaim their commitment to democracy and tolerance. However, they propose totalitarian solutions to mankind's problems. The sacrifice of freedom and the acceptance of unlimited government power will be for our own good; necessity will be the excuse of tyrants. The New Age movement uses the theory of evolution -- a theory of inevitable and desirable Progress -- as a justification for whatever policies are needed to drive humanity and the planet to the next great leap upward. 

Bailey and her followers at the Lucis Trust have repeatedly praised revolutions and dictatorships as part of the workings of "the Plan." In 1939 she said, "The men who inspired the initiating French revolution; the great conqueror. Napoleon; Bismarck, creator of a nation; Mussolini, the regenerator of his people; Hitler, who lifted a distressed people upon his shoulders; Lenin, the idealist, Stalin and Franco" were "all expressions of the Shamballa force" -- a force which Bailey extolled. 
She viewed the dictatorships of her time as a positive part of human evolution, fostering a person's "power to regard himself as part of a whole." Bailey did criticize the Stalinist regime, but said that "The true communistic platform is sound; it is brotherhood in action and it does not -- in its original platform -- run counter to the spirit of Christ." 

Foster Bailey carried on Alice Bailey's work after her death in 1949. In a 1972 book called Running God's Plan, he wrote that the Russian Revolution had been "an outstanding hierarchical success. It has been demonstrated that hopeless, illiterate peasants when stimulated and given a chance become industrial workers." Historians describe these same events as forced industrialization, forced collectivization, and man-made famine. Foster Bailey's "Hierarchy," a supernatural group of ascended masters and spirit guides whose mission is to direct human evolution, also approved of the Chinese Cultural Revolution; "The cultural revolution in China.... is a hierarchical project. Amazing changes have been achieved...." According to the Black Book of Communism, approximately 20 million deaths can be attributed to Soviet Communism, and 65 million to the Chinese version. Evidently, the Theosophists' spiritual Hierarchy condones mass bloodshed to achieve its goals. 

The implosion of the Soviet Empire has not dampened the enthusiasm of today's New Age writers for world government and socialism. Robert Muller favors using the European Union as the basis for "World Union." Then, "since Russia reaches into the North of Asia, the old dream of Eurasia can be implemented. The plan of Robert Schuman who dreamt of integrating the African countries into Eurafrica can be implemented.... In the meantime, the US can organize the Americas from Alaska to the Tierra del Fuego and the two unions can be integrated into a World Union." This ought to be interesting news for the Latin Americans who cherish independence from the Yankees. Projects for the world government would include global prohibition of alcohol, a global ID card for all, global police and military forces under the control of "the Ministry of Peace" (the same term that Orwell used in 1984 for Big Brother's military force), a global secret service, "world penal legislation," a global property register similar to "what the young French revolutionaries did for France," a global income tax, and a global computer database to house "all data on our planet, on its environment, and on humanity." 

If this sounds like world communism, Muller says that might not be altogether bad: "We should ask an honest man like Mikhail Gorbachev to tell us what was good in certain cases in communism and which would be useful for humanity." To achieve his goals, Muller favors abolition of "nationalism" and "the big, multinational companies," to be achieved either by a "people's revolution or a revolution of the scientists, thinkers, visionaries, prophets, globalists, futurologists and synthesizers of this planet." 

Walsch's "God" says that highly evolved extra-terrestrials practice pure communism: "They share everything. With everyone...All the natural resources of their world, of their environment, are divided equally, and distributed to everyone." Along with global communism, there must be world government, backed up by a World Court and a world peacekeeping force." Each nation would have two representatives in the Congress of Nations, and representation in direct proportion to a nation's population" in the People's Assembly. Under this plan, the U.S. would have as many votes in the Congress of Nations as the Sudan, where Christians are sold into slavery or executed. The U.S. would have about one-fourth as many votes in the People's Assembly as the People's Republic of China, which persecutes Christians and enforces a one-child policy on families. Would anyone care to guess how long our constitutional protections of freedom of religion and freedom of speech would survive? 

Spangler likewise points toward a totalitarian future. He says: "From the depths of the race a call is rising for the emergence of a saviour, an avatar…who can be for the race what the ancient priest-kings were in the dawn of human history." The priest-kings of Sodom, Egypt, and Babylon will return to rule us. Spangler describes "true democracy" in terms reminiscent of Rousseau's General Will: "All spiritual societies are hierarchical.... It is not the will of the majority that is important. It is the will of the whole.... Democracy as we know it is a quantitative form of government True democracy, however, is qualitative, and that is what we must return to." Spangler says "theocratic democracy" is "what we are moving towards for humankind." ("Theocratic democracy"? Quick, call the ACLU! Or does it only oppose Christian theocracy?) 

Spangler says that today's "new gurus" are "accepting their divinity"; they are "forming the basis for the government of the future. This will be a government that is authoritarian... in the same way that the laws of thermodynamics or of gravity are authoritarian." The authority of the New Regime will be as omnipresent and inexorable as the authority of the laws of Nature; each subject will say, "I can only follow this rhythm, this pattern," for we will be "at one with the currents of life." One might reply that the only beings that always move "at one with the currents" are dead. 

Teilhard de Chardin explicitly and repeatedly favored totalitarianism. In 1939 Teilhard wrote that the time for "egotistical autonomy" had passed; "the modern totalitarian regimes, whatever their initial defects, are neither heresies nor biological regressions: they are in line with the essential trend of 'cosmic' movement" On another occasion he said, "A progressive democrat is not fundamentally different from a really progressive totalitarian." 

The teachings of Alice Bailey, Teilhard de Chardin, Robert Muller, Barbara Marx Hubbard, Neale Donald Walsch, and David Spangler provide the theory of totalitarian New Age government and economics; the programs of Gorbachev's State of the World Forum and the Earth Charter Campaign describe the proposed practice. 

The mission of the State of the World Forum is to mobilize "creative minorities" who will set the agenda for the "new phase of human development" Gorbachev considers those who participate in the Forum to be members of a "global brain trust" for a new civilization. He believes world government is needed. 

The Earth Charter is the brainchild of Gorbachev (acting as chairman of Green Cross International) and Maurice Strong, an adviser to the World Bank, a leader at UN environmental meetings, and a wealthy proponent of world government (Ted Turner is also involved, as a member of the Green Cross International Board.) Gorbachev views the proposed Earth Charter as "a kind of Ten Commandments, a 'Sermon on the Mount,' that provides a guide for human behavior toward the environment in the next century and beyond." 
Strong says, "The real goal of the Earth Charter is that it will in fact become like the Ten Commandments, like the Universal Declaration of Human Rights." Gorbachev and Strong seem to view themselves as the lawgivers of the future, successors to Moses and Jesus. 

Gorbachev and Strong hope to gain UN adoption of the Earth Charter in 2002. Once adopted, the Charter would be the basis for new global, national, and even local law. Steven Rockefeller, chairman of the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, is coordinating the drafting of the Earth Charter, and the Rockefeller Brothers Fund is supporting Earth Charter activities in 10 Third World countries. Global Education Associates and the Temple of Understanding -- interfaith organizations that actively support the URI -- also promote the Earth Charter. 

The basis of the Earth Charter is the belief that "Earth, our home, is alive with a unique community of life" -- the Gaia hypothesis. The Charter states that "A dramatic rise in population has increased the pressures on ecological systems and has overburdened social systems" -- the "Population Bomb" argument. For Charter writers, socialism and feminism are the order of the day; they want to promote "equitable distribution of wealth" and to "promote gender equality." We are called to "treat all living beings with compassion and protect them from cruelty and wanton destruction." However, unborn children are excluded from this compassion. 

"The Green Cross Earth Charter Philosophy," a document on the Earth Charter web site, takes a hard line about what the Earth Charter will mean for us. First comes the call for immediate "fundamental economic, social and cultural changes that address the root causes of poverty and environmental degradation." Then comes the call for "Stabilization of the World's Population," and "Zero-Growth of Material Economy"; the needs of the world's poor will be met by "reducing material over-consumption by the rich minority." To enforce all this, there must be "Global Sovereignty" with total power and universal jurisdiction: "The protection of the Biosphere, as the Common Interest of Humanity, must not be subservient to the rules of state sovereignty, demands of the free market or individual rights.... An international body for the Sustainability of Human Life on the Earth…must have the independence and power to facilitate agreement between all societal actors...." Democratic institutions must not delay the Earth Charter revolution; at the 1995 State of the World Forum, Strong said, "We shouldn't wait until political democracy paves the way. We must act now." 

When Maurice Strong says such things, we must pay attention; he has powerful friends. Strong, Chairman of the Earth Council, is on the board of the World Economic Forum (WEF); Klaus Schwab, president and founder of the WEF, is a member of the Earth Council. The WEF, which meets annually in Switzerland, describes itself as "the most significant global business summit bringing together close to 2,000 business and political leaders, experts, academics, and members of the media, to set the global agenda for the coming year." Top executives of billion-dollar companies pay fees and travel costs of $30,000 to $250,000 each year for the privilege of schmoozing with presidents of many countries and of the world's largest corporations -- including President Clinton, British Prime Minister Tony Blair, Bill Gates, Kofi Annan (UN Secretary General), the CEO of General Motors, the Chairman of Goldman Sachs, the Chairman of Daewoo Corporation, the Chairman of Daimler-Benz, and George Soros. 

In their pride, the New Age teachers and their financiers plan for a global Utopia. The greater the pride of people or movements, the greater their rage when they encounter opposition. Pride and rage are the spiritual precursors of cruelty and murder. To understand this, we need to take another look at the Theosophist prophets of New Age teachers. These prophets believed that the two World Wars were necessary for human evolution, and that the birth pangs of the New Age began with the atomic explosions in 1945. They advocated sending those who are unwilling to enter the New Age into oblivion. Such is the blood lust of the compassionate. 
The New Age avatars have embraced a brutal version of spiritual Darwinism, rooted in the Gnostic belief expressed by Alice Bailey: "Death is not a disaster to be feared; the work of the Destroyer is not really cruel or undesirable." As Hubbard says, "Nature is less concerned about individual survival, than with the evolution of the whole...." Spangler's channeled spirit "John" says that suffering is merely part of "a world of form" that "has little meaning"; the spirit is "concerned with that which is the eternal life of you, the Divine Presence which I nourish and embrace. If forms must be destroyed that this Presence be released, then so be it." This spirit speaks like someone in charge of targeting nuclear weapons. 

From the start of World War II until her death, Bailey wrote that the war was necessary for the New Age to come. She believed that the New Age would be preceded by a "destructive cycle, wherein the old order passes away" and "human civilization with its accompanying institutions -- is destroyed." She gave credit to the "Hierarchy" of ascended spiritual masters for "their decision, taken early in this century, which precipitated…that major destructive agency, the world war (1914-1945)." In 1943 Bailey said, "One of the purposes lying behind the present holocaust [World War II] has been the necessity for the destruction of inadequate forms.... The Law of destruction was permitted to work through humanity itself, and men are now destroying the forms through which many masses of men are functioning." ("Destroying forms" does not mean shredding IRS paperwork; it is the Theosophist code word for death.) After the war, Bailey wrote that "the Custodians of God's Plan" viewed World War II as a "major surgical operation" that had been "largely successful" in removing "a violent streptococcic germ" that had "menaced the life of humanity." She warned that this would be only the beginning of sorrows: "The germ, to be sure, is not eradicated and makes its presence felt in infected areas of the body of humanity. Another surgical operation may be necessary." 

Bailey viewed the atomic incineration of Hiroshima and Nagasaki as an "inevitable and desirable" manifestation of the "saving force," since "the wrecking and disappearance of that which is bad and undesirable must ever precede the building of the good and desirable." 
For Hubbard, the nuclear explosions of 1945 were a turning point for humanity, "the beginning of our collective labor pains. It was the signal that the Cosmic Child, humanity, could either kill itself by remaining in self-centered consciousness in the womb of Earth, or instead emancipate itself for universal consciousness." The spirit that spoke to Spangler in "the transmissions of limitless love and truth" said, "Should nuclear devices be used, the energies will be the revelation of me. All that will remain is of what I am and all that is not of me shall disappear, to follow another law and another destiny." In 1946, after the U.S. nuclear tests in the Pacific Ocean, Teilhard closed a paean to the Bomb by saying, "For all their military trappings, the recent explosions at Bikini herald the birth into the world of a Mankind both inwardly and outwardly pacified. They proclaim the coming of the Spirit of the Earth." 

For the New Age soothsayers, the "end times" are now. Bailey, Hubbard, Spangler, and Walsch have predicted that the transition to the New Age would happen between 2000 and 2010. As Walsch's "God" said, "Yours is a race awakening. Your time of fulfillment is at hand." Gordon Davidson, the Theosophist who praised the URI as an example of the emergence of the "Avatar of Synthesis," says that in the year 2000, humanity faces "the impending descent of the Shamballa energy." This would not be a joyful event; Davidson's mentor, Alice Bailey, said that the European dictators of the 1930s were "all expressions of the Shamballa force." New Age fortunetellers whose writings span the last sixty years all agree that the arrival of the New Age is imminent and will be apocalyptic. We can expect New Age devotees to be busy with mischief, doing their utmost to fulfill their own prophecies. 

Other New Age avatars view the possibility of human extinction with Earth-centered, reptilian calm. Jean Houston, spiritual mentor of Lauren Artress (the Episcopal priestess who runs the Labyrinth Project at Grace Cathedral in San Francisco) announces the choice facing humanity: "It could be that the human race will end as a vast, failed experiment.... And the planet will shake its shoulders, let 'em slide off and the dolphins will inherit the earth." William Irwin Thompson, a New Age associate of Morton and Spangler, said: "We might even end it for human beings and not be able to keep the experiment going, but the biosphere will not cease to evolve. If you're mystical, you don't necessarily identify just with a momentary piece of meat called hominoids." Muller also thinks that we may become extinct: "The Earth will take revenge against her most advanced species which has begun to destroy her.... God will not allow us to destroy His Creation and to put an end to the Earth's careful, miraculous evolution over billions of years. He is more likely to let humanity be destroyed." 

As part of the imminent global transformation, New Age leaders look forward to a "selection" among the human race. The elect of humanity will survive to enter the New Age. Many others will die -- a prospect that these gurus view with cold equanimity. Since war and mass murder are inevitable, it's reasonable to ask whether those who foretell a "selection process" intend to kill their opponents. 

For several decades Barbara Marx Hubbard has predicted "personal extinction" for people who will not get with the New Age program: "A Quantum Transformation is the time of selection.... The species known as self-centered humanity will become extinct. The species known as whole-centered humanity will evolve." At this time, "humans capable of cooperating to self-transcend will do so"; "elements" who maintain "the illusion of separation will become extinct … just as Cro-Magnon and Neanderthal humans became extinct." In referring to undesirable people as "elements," she follows the example of the Nazis, the Communists, and others who dehumanize their opponents to justify destroying them. Hubbard warns that if the selection comes, it will be violent: "Either the good will prevail... or the violent selection of the self-centered will begin." For her, Satan is "part of the selection process…that will bring forth the self-elected from the self-rejected, so that…only those connected to the whole survive." Muller agrees that persons "who hold contrary beliefs" to those favored in the "next phase of evolution" will disappear; opponents of the UN and other "anti-evolutionary, blind, self-serving people" will have their souls "parked in a special corral of the universe for having been retarding forces, true aberrations in the evolution and ascent of humanity," a banishment to a spiritual Siberia. 

Nick Bunick, the self-proclaimed reincarnation of the Apostle Paul, sets the date for the selection between 2000 and 2010, when "those people who are not living according to the laws of God" will be "no longer participating in our world." They'll be sent to "a different vibrational plane" to improve their karma. Hubbard says that survivors of the selection will go with the flow of evolution, will love "choice, diversity, flexibility, ambiguity, uncertainty, responsibility, and response-ability." The inheritors of Hubbard's new kingdom will pass all the current tests for political correctness. 

The leaders of the New Age movement argue that the earth is overpopulated, and that radical measures are needed to defuse the "population bomb." In the 1940s --when world population was less than half what it is today -- Bailey said, "certain physical restrictions should be imposed, because it is now evident that beyond a certain point the planet cannot support humanity." Ex-Catholic Matthew Fox has said, "Excessive human population is a grave danger... it's one of the reasons I joined the Episcopal Church, because of its open-minded and pragmatic view of birth control." In 1997 Gorbachev said, "For a certain transitional period families should limit themselves to one child." 

Some of these compassionate people want to reduce Earth's population to two billion or less. In a November 1991 interview with The UNESCO Courier, Jacques-Yves Cousteau said: "World population must be stabilized and to do that we must eliminate 350,000 people per day." That works out to 127,750,000 people per year, and 1.27 billion people to "eliminate" per decade. The eco-feminist theologian Rosemary Radford Ruether told those who attended a May 1998 ecological conference that, "We need to seek the most compassionate way of weeding out people.... In place of the pro-life movement we need to develop the 'spirituality of recycling'…a spirituality that includes ourselves in the renewal of earth and self. We need to compost ourselves." Several months later Ruether told a national conference of Call to Action, a dissident Catholic organization, how many people must go onto the compost pile: "We must return to the population level of 1930" -- about two billion people. What is discreetly unannounced is what to do with the 4 billion "surplus" people. Once again, the liberal death wish rears its head. 
Taken together, the works of people such as Robert Muller, Barbara Marx Hubbard, Neale Donald Walsch, Alice Bailey, and Helena Blavatsky are an anti-Catechism: a comprehensive anti-Gospel, a revival of the Gnostic heresy, and an inversion of Christian morality and doctrine, I have not pulled a few "smoking gun" quotes from otherwise innocent writings. The adepts of the New Age have provided an arsenal full of smoking guns, all pointed in the same direction. Those who can stand to read New Age and Theosophical books will find that these writers make clear their intentions for us all -- just as Hitler did with Mein Kampf. This time, let us pay attention! 

Is the New Age movement a conspiracy? No. Conspiracies are usually secretive associations with illegal objectives. New Age leaders and their Utopian, globalist allies are open about their aims, and their activities are legal. The goals of the millennial crop of New Agers and Utopians match what radicals have sought since the French Revolution. Their project reveals the permanent vulnerability of mankind to temptation and sin. Consider: God remains forever, and does not change. Human nature does not change. The Devil does not change, and the temptations he offers mankind do not change. From the Garden of Eden to the séances of the Theosophists, the message is the same: You will be a god. Human response to temptation does not change either; apart from God's grace, we sin. Therefore, human rebellion against God will follow a consistent pattern. Those who wish to rebel against God will find collaborators and mentors to confirm and assist them in their choices. What some fevered observers see as multi-generational, international conspiracies are really just successive groups of fallen men following temptation to its logical conclusion. If New Age and Utopian movements show unity and consistent purpose internationally or historically, it arises from the dark spirit they follow lather than from any conspiratorial skills. 

The Vatican has spoken against the false teachings of the New Age movement and the Utopians. The Church rejects notions of a man-made paradise on earth. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church states: "The Antichrist's deception already begins to take shape in the world every time the claim is made to realize within history that messianic hope which can be only realized beyond history through the eschatological judgment. The Church has rejected even modified forms of this falsification of the kingdom… under the name of millenarianism, especially the 'intrinsically perverse' political form of a secular messianism" (#676; also see #675). As for the spiritual practices that are common in the New Age movement, the Catechism states: "All forms of divination are to be rejected: recourse to Satan or demons, conjuring up the dead or other practices falsely supposed to 'unveil' the future. Consulting horoscopes, astrology, palm reading, interpretation of omens and lots, the phenomena of clairvoyance, and recourse to mediums all conceal a desire for power over time, history, and in the last analysis, other human beings, as well as a wish to conciliate hidden powers. They contradict the honor, respect, and loving fear that we owe to God alone" (#2116; also see #2117). 

The deluded and spiritually starved souls who follow New Age teachers are, each and all, people for whom Christ died and rose again. It is a spiritual work of mercy to loudly warn them that they are rushing heedlessly toward the edge of a spiritual cliff. 
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By Lee Penn
Summary: 

This story describes New Age activity within the Episcopal Church, emphasizing activity within Bishop Swing's diocese, the Diocese of California. It covers the Rev. James Parks Morton and the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, the Rev. Matthew Fox* and his "Rave Masses", and the Rev. Lauren Artress and her Labyrinth Project. *Excommunicated Dominican priest
Update: 
Since I wrote the following story, there has been additional news from the Labyrinth Project (also known as Veriditas), based on the Fall 1999 issue of "Source," their newsletter. 
Canon Alan Jones, the Dean of Grace Cathedral (the San Francisco cathedral under Episcopal Bishop Swing), will be installed as an "honorary canon" of Chartres Cathedral in France, on May 14, 2000. This is a reciprocal gesture since Francois Legaux, the Rector of Chartres Cathedral, was installed on June 17, 1999 as an honorary Canon of Grace Cathedral. (pp. 1, 4, 14) 
Some rich people and foundations are supporting the Labyrinth. For example, in Lansing, Michigan, National City Bank donated $100,000 to set up a Labyrinth in a garden at a local hospital, and a gift of $125,000 "was received from a community member to name it." (p. 6) 
For the first time in Labyrinth Project literature, they mention the United Religions Initiative (URI). Of course, the Labyrinth Project is for the URI. The Labyrinth Project is having a 24-hour retreat at Grace Cathedral from noon on December 31, 1999 through noon on January 1, 2000, as Grace Cathedral's contribution to the URI 72-hour "Interfaith Peace Building Project." (p. 7) 
The article "Thinking of Creating a Labyrinth" contains the following: "Objective: To keep the sacred geometry design intact when building the labyrinth. To employ all the equations of proportion and utilize all of the components that make up the labyrinth. To create sacred space with the labyrinth being used as the centerpiece and container for peoples [sic] spiritual exploration and renewal." (p. 8) 
"Types of labyrinths: The two most powerful and established labyrinths are the Seven Circuit labyrinth, also called the Classical Labyrinth, and the Eleven Circuit Labyrinth from Chartres Cathedral. Each has a long historical lineage and tradition." (p. 8) "Sacred geometry: Proportion, and using the geometry that has been handed down, is the key to keeping the integrity of the design. Use all the components of the labyrinth. Do not make it a "hybrid." (p. 9) 
The Labyrinth Project again confirms its New Age origin. On pp. 16-17 of the newsletter, there is a time-line with the significant events in the history of the project. The very first item is: "January, 1991: Lauren [Artress, the head of the Project] walks a labyrinth at a Jean Houston seminar." (p. 16) [The story below describes the activities and affiliations of Jean Houston.] 
An article about a team of architects and consultants that designs new Labyrinths says, "Because of some of the bio-energetic fields of some of the proposed products [to be used in new labyrinths], it is even more important to discuss the placement, and remedies required, in order to offset the bio-energetic fields of the materials. The principles of geomancy, Feng Shui, and architectural design will be used to locate the initial labyrinth site." (p. 19) 

The Labyrinth Project staff is doing a good job of proving that the Labyrinth walk, as they practice and teach it, is a New Age devotion, and not an authentic revival of a medieval Christian practice. 
Conditions of use: 

This story is an extract from a book-length manuscript by me titled "False Dawn, Real Darkness: the Millennial Delusions of the United Religions and the New Age Movement." 
You may re-distribute this story by hard copy or electronically, and you may abridge or quote from this story - IF you give credit to Lee Penn as the author, and IF you include - in the body or as a footnote - the following statement: 

"Excerpted from "The United Religions Initiative: Foundations for a World Religion" (Part 2), to be published in the fall of 1999 by the Journal of the Spiritual Counterfeits Project. You may order the complete story from the Journal, or subscribe to the Journal, by calling (510) 540-0300, or by writing to the Spiritual Counterfeits Project, Post Office Box 4308, Berkeley, CA 94704, or by visiting the SCP web site, http://www.scp-inc.org/." 

James Parks Morton and the Cathedral of St. John the Divine 

Other New Age supporters of the URI include the Very Rev. James Parks Morton, formerly the Dean of the Episcopal Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York City, and now President of the Temple of Understanding. (570) While at St. John the Divine, Morton said, "The language of the 'Sacred Earth' has got to become mainline." (571) Morton acted on this belief by holding a St. Francis Day communion service in 1993 that invoked the gods Yemanja, Ra, Ausar, and Obatala; the celebrant was Episcopal Bishop of New York Richard Grein. (572) (Yemanja is an Afro-Brazilian goddess of the sea (573); Ra is the Egyptian sun god; (574) Ausar - also known as Osiris and the Green Man - is the Egyptian god of life and death; (575) Obatala is the Voodoo "Father of Wisdom". (576) 

Other Sunday masses at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine have included Sufi and Lakota ceremonies.(577) It was from the pulpit of the Rev. Morton's cathedral in 1979 that James Lovelock first publicly explained the Gaia theory - that the earth as a whole is a living, conscious organism.(578) Morton has worked to spread the Green gospel nationwide; he "co-founded the National Religious Partnership for the Environment, a group that has reached over 53,000 congregations of every faith across America with the ideas of sacred ecology and environmental responsibility." (579) He is also a board member of the Earth Charter Project and of Global Green, USA (580) - an affiliate of Gorbachev's Green Cross International. 
The Episcopal Diocese of California 

The attraction of New Age leaders to the URI should not be a surprise, given the influence of the New Age movement in Bishop Swing's own diocese. This influence has arisen without any public hindrance from the Bishop of California. On the contrary - Bishop Swing has fostered these non-Christian tendencies in the Episcopal Church. 

Bishop Swing has made Matthew Fox a priest in the Episcopal Church, and has given consistent moral and financial support to Fox's efforts. The Veriditas Project, a New Age style revival of the ancient devotional practice of walking in labyrinths, has arisen in the Bishop's own parish, Grace Cathedral. Bishop Swing chose to extend an invitation to "new spiritual movements" to join the United Religions Initiative. All of this indicates that Bishop Swing either does not understand the problems posed by the New Age movement for the souls of the faithful (and for those outside the Church who are being led astray by this movement), or that he considers the New Age movement to be a good thing. 

This is not to say that the Episcopal Diocese of California and its parishes are entirely under New Age influence. However, there ought to be no such presence in a Church professing the Christian Faith. By analogy - a lake needs to be contaminated by only a small amount of PCBs or dioxin in order to be considered polluted and in need of a clean-up. 
Matthew Fox 

Bishop Swing accepted Matthew Fox, formerly a Catholic priest, into the Episcopal priesthood in 1994. Since then, Bishop Swing has offered unswerving public support to Matthew Fox, allowing "Rave Masses" to occur at Grace Cathedral (581) and lending $85,000 of Diocesan funds to help Fox establish the University of Creation Spirituality. (582) This university now has 260 Doctor of Ministry students. (583) 

Each month, more than 1,200 people attend Fox's "Techno Cosmic Mass," held in a former ballroom in Oakland, California. (584) In an article for a monthly New Age newspaper, Conscious Life, Elaine Cohen describes the services: 

"A team of about 35 people - researchers, electricians, techies, carpenters, designers, scholars, rappers, rabbis, disc jockeys and theologians of Christian, Buddhist and Muslim faith - put forth a joint effort to stage one Techno Cosmic Mass. Each Mass has a thematic focus such as Angels, or the Celtic tradition or Reviving the Sacred Masculine. For the Return of the Divine Feminine theme, over 700 goddess images from all cultures were projected on the walls."(585) 

Matthew Fox described the Rave Mass that occurred at Grace Cathedral on Reformation Sunday, October 29, 1994. There was a sun altar and a moon altar, used in a "Mass" where sin was "renamed:" 

"It was like being in a forest, where every direction one turned there was beauty and something interesting to behold. This included not only the singers, dancers, and rappers I have referred to already, but also the projections on large video screens, on television sets, on a huge globe suspended over the beautiful altars (one a sun altar, the second a crescent moon altar). On the screens were hummingbirds hovering, galaxies spinning, flowers opening, humans marching, protesting, embracing and polluting (sin was present and indeed renamed for us at the Mass). Life was there in all its panoply of forces, good and not so good, human and more than human."(586) 

Perhaps it's just as well that Fox did not name or describe the "forces ... more than human" that attended this service. 

Fox incorporates dance into his "masses," the better to stimulate the chakras of those who attend: 

"'Dancing is [one of] the oldest forms of prayer,' says Fox, 'which you see in the African, and native American traditions, the Jewish and Christian traditions as well. Dance gets people into their lower chakras, the direct link with the life force'." (587) 

Fox is not the first to envision worship services that would get people "into their lower chakras." In his 1932 novel Brave New World, Aldous Huxley** had prophesied sensual, high-tech liturgies that go even further than the Rave Mass. 
**Aldous Huxley is listed at rank no. 5 among leading New Age figures in the 2003 Vatican document
As Huxley's "Solidarity Service" moved to its peak, "a sensation of warmth radiated thrillingly out from the solar plexus to every extremity of the bodies of those who listened; tears came into their eyes; their hearts, their bowels seemed to move within them, as though with an independent life."(588) (Huxley's service in Brave New World, however, climaxed in a manner that does not occur in Fox's services.) 

Fox has said that his theological agenda is to overturn Christian doctrine, as it has been understood since the first ecumenical Council at Nicaea: 

"What is the rediscovery of the Cosmic Christ if not a deconstruction of the 'power Christology' that launched the Christian empire in the Nicean [sic] Council in the fourth century and an effort to reconnect to the older, biblical tradition, of Christ as cosmic wisdom present in all beings?"(589) 

Bishop Swing was present at Fox's 1994 rave liturgy, and loved it. He said that: 

"The Mass reminds him 'of an experience I had as a 9-year old boy in West Virginia, coming to a sense of God through Nature. That gets so layered over by generations of study and theology, but this Mass leads one back toward that great awe.' Swing, who has been bobbing to the techno-music, says it's 'so nice to see the church with a new song and a new language,"(590) and added "The whole business of having the Eucharist in the context of Nature, and the planets, and the unfolding of life is a context that has to happen. This is probably around the time of the genesis of liturgies like this, and I'm sure that there will be more and more. It's coming ... So we brought a lot of people in their twenties and thirties who don't go to church, and they were struck by this. I love it. I think we're on our way."(591) 

Fox has influence within the Episcopal Church nationally, as well. One of his lecture circuit stops was to give a keynote speech at the June 1997 National Conference of the Episcopal Recovery Ministries at All Saints Parish in Pasadena, California. The speech "moved from individual recovery to recovery in and of the Church to recovery of the planet."(592) Fox is also a familiar figure at New Age "holistic" conferences. 
Veriditas and the Labyrinth Project 

Grace Cathedral is also home to Veriditas, (593) led by Lauren Artress, an Episcopal priest and an honorary Canon of the Cathedral. (594) Veriditas is also known as the Labyrinth Project. 

The two labyrinths at Grace Cathedral are copies of the labyrinth that has been at Chartres Cathedral in France since the Middle Ages. During the Middle Ages, pilgrims to Chartres could walk this labyrinth as the culminating point of their journey. Similar labyrinths also exist at a few other medieval cathedrals in France and Germany. A story from the Grace Cathedral web site reports: 

"Early Christians took a vow to visit the Holy City of Jerusalem at some point in their lives. During the Middle Ages, as the Crusades made travel to Palestine unsafe, other means were needed to honor that sacred commitment. Labyrinths were adopted by the Roman Church to offer the congregation a way of fulfilling their sacred vows. Christians made their pilgrimages to the cathedral cities of Chartres, Rheims or Amiens, completing their physical and spiritual journeys in the cathedral labyrinths." (595) 

The Chartres labyrinth is normally covered with chairs; it is cleared of obstructions for special events - such as the Labyrinth Project pilgrimages. (596) 

Despite this link to a Christian tradition, the labyrinth walk - as practiced and promoted by Veriditas - is New Age in origin and spirit. The same story from the Grace Cathedral web site, written by a supporter of the Labyrinth Project, shows the extensive non-Christian lineage of religious use of the labyrinth: 

"Labyrinths predate Christianity by over a millennium. The most famous labyrinth from ancient times was the Cretan one, the supposed lair of the mythological Minotaur, which Theseus slew with the aid of Ariadne and her spool of thread. Turf labyrinths still exist in England, Germany and Scandinavia, and are thought to be linked with local feminine deities and fertility rituals." (597) 

Veriditas' own literature about the meaning of the labyrinth is virtually free of specific connections to Christian tradition or practice. For example: 

"What is a Labyrinth? The Labyrinth is an archetype, a divine imprint found in religious traditions in various forms around the world. ... The labyrinth is a mandala that meets our longing - for a change of heart; for a change of ways in how [sic] we live together on this fragile island home; and for the energy, vision, and the courage to become agents of transformation in an age when no less will suffice to meet the challenges of survival."(598) 

Veriditas promotes walking through labyrinths as a transformative spiritual experience, a way for "all to find healing, self-knowledge and our soul assignments and to continue weaving the Web of Creation."(599) According to Artress, the Labyrinth is also "a perfect spiritual tool for helping our global community to order chaos in ways that take us to the vibrant center of our being. You walk to the center of the labyrinth and there at the center you meet the Divine." (600) 

Veriditas newsletters and advertisements consistently invoke an amorphous form of spirituality, as if the Incarnation had never happened. For example, a November 1998 article at the Grace Cathedral web site said, "In 1992 the Reverend Lauren Artress brought the labyrinth to Grace Cathedral in an effort to bring people back to their center and allow them to experience Spirit for themselves."(601) The name, the Lordship, and the saving acts of Christ are rarely mentioned by the Labyrinth Project - a radical difference from widely used Christian walking devotions such as the Stations of the Cross. This is no accident; the mission of Veriditas is not to promote a specifically Christian use of the labyrinth as a devotional tool. Instead, as Artress said in the first Veriditas news letter: 
"Veriditas is an interfaith non-profit religious corporation. Its mission is to propagate the use of labyrinths - from all traditions - around the world and to teach people its use as a spiritual tool."(602) 

Labyrinth Project literature demonstrates that the Project does not provide a Christian context for this "spiritual tool."(603) The Project calls upon God as "God," "Living God," Living Light," "the Divine," "Divine Mother," Divine Life Force," "Source," and "sacred feminine." Some of these names are firmly within the Christian tradition, and others - such as the "Divine Mother" and the "sacred feminine" - are not. The project's literature assiduously avoids providing the specific Christian content that anyone could get from the Lord's Prayer, the Apostle's Creed, the Rosary, or the Jesus Prayer. (604) In the three Labyrinth Project newsletters published in 1998, there is no mention of the Trinity, the Crucifixion, the Resurrection, the Empty Tomb, God the Father, or God as Lord and King. The Holy Spirit is not named as the Third Person of the Trinity. The words - and the concepts - of sin, divine judgment, heaven, hell, repentance, redemption, and salvation are likewise absent. Stories in the Project's newsletters mentioned Jesus only three times over the course of a year. 

Since 1995, Artress has promoted the Labyrinth as a way to make a connection with "the Divine feminine," "the God within, the goddess." A friendly reviewer of Artress' Walking A Sacred Path: Rediscovering the Labyrinth as a Spiritual Tool, a book published in 1995, quotes one of Artress' descriptions of the Labyrinth: "The labyrinth is a large, complex spiral circle which is an ancient symbol for the divine mother, the God within, the goddess, the holy in all creation."(605) Artress led a Labyrinth workshop, "Sacred Circles: A Celebration of Women's Spirituality," at the Episcopal National Cathedral in July of 1996; one of the speakers was Jane Holmes Dixon, the Suffragan Bishop of the Diocese of Washington. (606) (In recent years, Ms. Dixon has made several forced visits to conservative Episcopal parishes in her diocese that do not recognize the legitimacy of ordaining women as priests or bishops.) Regarding this workshop, Artress said, "We are doing a wonderful women's conference called Sacred Circles. It is based on the labyrinth and the sacred walk being connected to the Divine feminine."(607) 
In July of 1999, the Labyrinth Project advertised a "Women's Dream Quest" workshop called "Dreaming the Abundance of the Divine Mother." (Lauren Artress and Judith Tripp were the co-founders of the "Women's Dream Quest)."(608) The announcement states, "In the fullness of summer's bloom, we experience the generosity of the mother who nourishes her family, her projects, her planet, and herself. We celebrate the abundance of the Divine Mother and open to receive her blessings."(609) Other "Women's Dream Quest" workshops held at Grace Cathedral and advertised by the Labyrinth Project have included "Inviting the Tender Spring to Come," "Dreaming the Midsummer's Night Dream," and "Dreaming the Rich Darkness of Autumn," all held in 1998.(610) 
Jean Houston: mother of the Labyrinth at Grace Cathedral 

An on-line news story provided by Grace Cathedral states that Artress' "mentor and teacher" is Jean Houston, "a leading figure in the Human Potential Movement" and "co-director of the Foundation for Mind Research in Pomona, New York."(611) Artress first walked the labyrinth "in a workshop at psychologist Jean Houston's Mystery School" (612) in 1991; from that time onward, "the idea to place the labyrinth in Grace Cathedral suddenly dominated her life ... This initial experience nurtured her spirituality and sent her imagination sparking with the idea of creating a universal walking ritual open to people from all traditions."(613) 

Houston can thus add the Veriditas Project to her long list of accomplishments on behalf of the New Age movement. Houston claims wide influence, having "worked to implement cultural growth and social transition in more than 40 countries with international development agencies, and in Bangladesh and Burma with UNICEF. She consults to CEOs and leads workshops at companies such as Kraft, Xerox, General Electric, Beatrice Foods, and others."(614) Over the years, Houston's collaborators and advisers have included a host of advocates for the post-1965 spiritual upheaval in the US and Western Europe, including Stanislav Grof, Elaine Pagels, Joseph Campbell, Margaret Mead, Alan Watts, Moshe Feldenkrais, and Edgar Mitchell.(615) 

Houston, like Artress, promotes "spirituality" per se as a good thing. However, not all spirits are good ones. Opening the door to the "divine mother" can open the door to worship of pagan goddesses. Dr. Robert Masters, Houston's husband (616) and a co-founder of her Foundation for Mind Research, (617) provides an example of this. He describes himself as one who has "devotedly followed the Way of the Goddess Sekhmet for more than thirty years."(618) The on-line bookstore at Jean Houston's web site sells two article reprints and one book that offers honor to "Goddess Sekhmet."(619) Part of Masters' "Invocation of Sekhmet" calls upon this Egyptian goddess: "Thou art the Terror Before Which fiends tremble! Thou are Lust! Thou art Life! Ever-Burning ONE!"(620) 

Veriditas is also offering "labyrinth seed kits" for $125, plus shipping costs. It appears to be a Western way to invoke New Age energy, using "equations of sacred geometry" to build a labyrinth with "the intended balanced, energetic climate": 

"The Veriditas Seed Kit enables groups to make this powerful transformational tool available for ritual and spiritual discovery. The Seed Kit is designed to assist groups in creating a portable eleven circuit canvas labyrinth. It contains a series of booklets that give basic information on the materials you will need to assemble, the steps to take in making the labyrinth and the necessary equations of sacred geometry you will need to layout [sic] and make a labyrinth. ... The kit is unique in that it follows the lost tradition of sacred geometry allowing you to make the labyrinth with the intended balanced, energetic climate that is created regardless of size."(621) 

A Labyrinth devotee describes the results of this spiritual practice for him: 

"It has opened my creativity and has aroused my personal senses for feelings and promoted relationships with others. I have been drawn to the symmetry, brain re-mapping and energy production possibilities. I have every hope that the labyrinth will do the same for others who walk this ancient sacred path."(622) 

This poor fellow does indeed write as if his brain has been re-mapped. As for "energy production" - can he give us any evidence of net gain in kilocalories or joules due to use of the Labyrinth? 

Meanwhile, word of the Labyrinth spreads worldwide; as Artress says, "We have been on the Peter Jennings ABC Evening News, on the front page of the New York Times and even been taped for the 'Remembering the Spirit' segment for Oprah!"(623) Artress claims that "over a million people have walked the labyrinth at Grace Cathedral alone, with hundreds of other sites springing up across the country."(624) 

Some Catholics have been drawn into the Labyrinth, as well. Foremost among these is Fr. François Legaux, Rector of Chartres Cathedral. He first visited the Labyrinth at Grace Cathedral in May of 1997.(625) After this visit, Fr. Legaux wrote to Lauren Artress that "I returned to Chartres convinced that I need to open myself more to this labyrinth way and to offer its use even more."(626) Since then, Fr. Legaux has hosted several Labyrinth Project pilgrimages to his cathedral. (627) Fr. Legaux was installed as an Honorary Canon of Grace Cathedral at a "Festive Evensong Service" held on June 17, 1999; he also was one of the three presenters at the "Moments in Time" labyrinth pilgrimage at Grace Cathedral on the weekend of June 18-20.(628) 

In addition, Labyrinth workshops have occurred at these Catholic sites: the Franciscan Renewal Center in Portland, Oregon (October, 1997(629) and November 1998)(630), the Serra Retreat Center in Malibu, California (October 1998 (631) and February 1999)(632), the Bon Secours Retreat Center in Marriotsville, Maryland (March/April 1998(633) and August, 1999)(634), and the Holy Spirit Retreat Center in Encino, California (March 1996)(635). If the Labyrinth walk at these sites is led as a Christian meditation by Christian facilitators, this is not a problem. If, however, the Labyrinth walks at these Catholic facilities are led in the fashion suggested by the Labyrinth Project, then these facilities are - knowingly or not - helping their guests connect to "the Divine feminine."(636) 
The predecessor to Veriditas was the Quest Program, founded in 1986 by Lauren Artress. (637) In addition to introducing the Labyrinth to Grace Cathedral, Quest sponsored other openly New Age events. For example, Quest and the California Institute of Integral Studies co-sponsored two "celebrations of divine union" in the spring of 1995: seminars on "The Renaissance of Christian Spirituality: Eros, Ecstasy, & Creation," and "The Sacred Marriage: Alchemy at the Edge of History."(638) The teachers of these classes included Barbara Marx Hubbard and Rosemary Ruether, among others. The ad appeared on the back cover of Creation Spirituality magazine, whose editor-in-chief was Matthew Fox. 
A common funding source for Episcopalian, New Age antics 

There's at least one common source of funding for these Episcopalian, New Age antics. Laurance S. Rockefeller and his Fund for the Enhancement of the Human Spirit have funded Matthew Fox, (639) the Quest Program, (640) Grace Cathedral, (641) and Barbara Marx Hubbard. In one book, Marx Hubbard describes Rockefeller as her "beloved patron," (642) and in another, she says that Rockefeller's "intuition about 'the Christ of the 21st Century' deeply inspired me."(643) Rockefeller also assisted the Lindisfarne Association, thus supporting the efforts of James Parks Morton, David Spangler, and other New Age luminaries.(644) 
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New Age, Neo-Pagan, and Secular-Liberal Teaching in the Episcopal Church, USA

http://www.leepenn.org/TCC_Anglican_new_age_neopagan_feminist.doc
By Lee Penn, Commentary Report in The Christian Challenge March 8, 2001

STRANGE "DIVERSITIES"

On the eve of the meeting of Anglican primates from around the world that occurred in March 2001 in Hendersonville, North Carolina, Episcopal Presiding Bishop Frank T. Griswold re-stated his commitment to "diversity": "We are members one of another, like it or not, and we learn to live together." 

In his March 4 sermon to the primates assembled, the Archbishop of Canterbury described the Devil as "the ultimate fundamentalist, the quintessential literalist, the dyed-in-the-wool reductionist."

Both Anglican leaders thus seemingly tipped their hands: there is to be no exclusion of innovative theology within the Anglican Communion, lest those who enforce Christian order act like "fundamentalists," causing a schism in which those of divergent beliefs cease to "live together."

Yet one wonders whether Dr. Carey, at least, knows where this "fundamentalist"-shunning diversity is leading ECUSA* -- and this writer is not referring to homosexuality. Alongside the 2000 Episcopal General Convention's resolution supporting "committed" non-marital sexual relationships -- which was startling enough -- was its first visible nod to witchcraft.

It was not the first time elements of neo-paganism had surfaced in the Episcopal church, however. *Episcopal church USA
ECUSA has in fact opened two main doors to the theory and practice of witchcraft. 

The first was California Bishop William Swing's United Religions Initiative (URI), a venture which Bishop Griswold endorsed in mid-1999 when he attended the 150th anniversary celebration for the Diocese of California. Wiccans participate actively in URI summit meetings, and one of the URI's symbols is a globe surrounded by 15 symbols for the world's religions -- including the Wiccan pentagram. Participants in URI events have included the Pagan Sanctuary Network, Druids, the Temple of Isis, the "Goddess Holding the World Mural Project," the Covenant of the Goddess, the Coven of the Stone and the Mirror, and the "SerpentStone Family" coven in North Carolina.

The second door to witchcraft was opened when the "Resources for Jubilee" booklet was distributed to delegates on July 5 during the 2000 General Convention "Jubilee Eucharist" led by Griswold. The booklet carried the endorsement of the Rev. Rosemari Sullivan, convention secretary; it was offered as "a possible source of ideas to carry with you from the Jubilee morning."  Bound inside this booklet was the summer 2000 issue of Spirituality and Health, published by Trinity Episcopal Church on Wall Street.  The publication contained articles promoting "witchcamps," the Wiccan "Pentacle of Iron" (described as "a symbol emphasizing the interconnectedness of many points, rather than a polarized thinking system of good/evil or black/white") and a "shamanic journey into the underworld and back again" taken by the rector of Trinity Church with the guidance of a raccoon spirit.  After some protests within the House of Bishops, the booklet was no longer circulated -- but it was not publicly repudiated.

The defenders of Wicca present this religion as a benign way to connect with one's self and with the Earth. Starhawk, author of the Wiccan classic, The Spiral Dance, says, "We're drawn to an earth-based spirituality out of a longing for some true, intimate connection with the earth."  
Margot Adler, a Wiccan priestess for 25 years and author of Drawing Down The Moon, says that "when the altar is set, the candles lit, the circle cast, you know it is ritual time. Your deep self knows that you are ready to enter what Wiccans call 'the place between the worlds,' the place we often reach in dreams, or in art. Through dance, chant, gesture, breath, candles, incense, the experience of speaking our concerns and truths, and sharing food and drink together, we can reconnect with each other. At these moments, we understand once again that we are connected to the cycles of life, to the rhythms of birth, growth, death, and rebirth." (Like Adler, Griswold refers to plural truths.)  

The public face of Wicca seems benign. The reality is otherwise. Each February in San Francisco, the neo-pagan Ancient Ways bookstore hosts a 3-day "PantheaCon" convention for witches which is increasingly well attended (more than 1,200 in 2000, double the 1999 attendance). The convention offers workshops that include a full range of ways to explore sacred sex, holy drug use, occultism, and black magic. 

Those serving as workshop leaders also publish books on Wicca, lead classes for the public, and speak at interfaith gatherings. At the 1999, 2000, and 2001 conventions, two active participants in Swing's URI, Rowan Fairgrove and Donald Frew -- elders in the Covenant of the Goddess, "the largest Wiccan religious organization in the world" -- offered speeches about pagans in the interfaith movement.

Unusual sex-related workshops at the 2001 PantheaCon included "A Bouquet of Lovers: Open Relationships in a Pagan Tribal Context," a ritual dance in honor of "the Sacred Harlot of Rio," a "queer sexmagick" class on oral sex (titled "Slip of the Tongue," with an unprintable course description), and "Sacred Whore: Sexuality for Love, Healing and Fun."  

Other workshops focused on the "five points of the Iron Pentacle," "The scales of the serpent: Aleph," two Labyrinth workshops, "Blending Toltec and Witch Wisdom" (the "wise" Toltecs practiced  large-scale human sacrifice and worshipped the sun), "Experiential Exploration of Shamanic Divination," "Inner Archetypes and the Ecstatic Path of Eternal Tantra," "The Path of the Dragon," "Spell Casting," "root-based sorcery in European folk magic," and "New, Improved Sex & Drugs" (led by a self-described "pagan, poly, psychedelic psychiatrist" and her husband, "fungophile and student of shamanism").  Mixed with these workshops were sessions for pagan children and teenagers, such as one on "Traditional Discordian Ritual & Sacred High Mass of Eris."

The opening ritual of the convention was led by the owner of the Ancient Ways store, a founder of the Covenant of the Goddess---and the mistress of the Sirius Oasis, a lodge of the Ordo Templi Orientalis, which practices the occult rites espoused by Aleister Crowley, the English Satanist of the early 1900s.  (In his Confessions, Crowley said, "I was not content to believe in a personal devil and serve him, in the ordinary sense of the word. I wanted to get hold of him personally and become his chief of staff.")   

*Signs Of Things To Come?*

The December 2000 issue of New Oxford Review included this speculative "news release" I composed about the church in 2015:

"On Halloween 2015 ... a Midnight Communion/Celebration service was held in the remodeled - and just reopened - National Cathedral in Washington, D.C. for All Peoples' Day. This service combined a neo-Wiccan Samhain ritual with an Anglican-style "Rave Mass." Icons of the spirits and the saints, draped in red and black, lined the Cathedral. Male-identified clergy wore black vestments, and female-identified clergy wore red. The service began with a procession of clergy and altar servers down the central aisle of the Cathedral, led by the co-Rectors of the Cathedral - a male-to-female transsexual, and his/her partner, a female-to-male transsexual. In keeping with the Wiccan tradition of "sky clad" rituals, the members of the altar party solemnly disrobed; in single file, they walked the Grand Labyrinth that surrounded the Altar of Unity for All People. The High Priest and High Priestess began the Liturgy of the Word by asking the spirits of the Four Directions and the Five Elements to bless all the participants in the Work of the People. The first lesson, read from the Moon-Altar on the west side of the church, was from the Egyptian Book of the Dead. The second lesson, read from the Sun-Altar on the east side of the church, was from the Tibetan Book of the Dead. The Gospel reading was from the Gospel of Thomas. In lieu of a sermon, the High Priest and the High Priestess performed the Rite of Marriage between the Cosmic Christ and Gaia at the Altar of Unity."
You're probably thinking this is wildly imaginative and something that will never happen. Perhaps. But most elements of the service described have active proponents--or have already happened within ECUSA or the wider Anglican Communion. 

*Icons draped in red and black, used in Episcopalian prayer? Already happened, in the Meditation Room of last year's Episcopal General Convention.

*Wiccan services for Samhain, the holiday that occurs on November 1? This was traditionally the Celtic new year; the feast began at sundown on the preceding day -- our Halloween.  It is still a major Wiccan feast.

In the May 2000 issue of Mission Bell, (the newsletter for the Episcopal Diocese of El Camino Real, California), editor Stacey Warde wrote an article contending that neo-pagan rituals will renew the church. In the article, titled "Neo-Paganism: Revival of nature religions could be instructive for Christians languishing from Church torpor," Warde said that neo-pagan practices "promise direct and immediate contact with the numinous, seek to honor nature and the body," and "foster the uninhibited experience of the ecstatic...  

"The vitality of Neo-Paganism, the revival of ancient pre-Christian religious practices, including shamanism, suggests to me that the Living Water we seek might also be found in sources other than in official Church doctrines, fables and rituals," Warde wrote.

Odd celebrations also have already occurred on Episcopal turf.  A liberal Episcopal parish in San Francisco, for example, inaugurated the New Year with an "All-Night Dance Celebration" focusing on "the life force."
This event was run by the Divine Rhythm Society, which on December 21, 2000 also had held a winter solstice program titled "Love in the Dark," a service of poems and songs in which Christ was never mentioned, and Kali, Mother Earth, and Sophia were honored.

And, as noted above, pro-Wicca articles were in the "Resources for Jubilee" booklet given to all General Convention 2000 participants with official approval.

*Formal reconciliation between Anglicans and pagans?  Church of England priests met with Druids and pagans on July 1, 2000 at the "Spirit of the Land 2000" conference to "herald a new era of reconciliation and respect" among the faiths. The meeting was to "end with short acts of worship from each tradition, Christian and Druid songs, and the saying together of the Millennium Pledge."

*Using the Labyrinth in Episcopalian churches and worship services? There are permanent labyrinths at Grace Cathedral in San Francisco, and in many other Episcopal churches. There was a 35-foot wide labyrinth at the 2000 Episcopal General Convention, placed behind the altar. The labyrinth movement is led by Lauren Artress, a priest at Grace Cathedral.  She got this idea from New Age guru Jean Houston, and describes the Labyrinth as "an ancient symbol for the Divine Mother, the God within, the Goddess, the Holy in all creation." Phoebe Griswold, the wife of the Presiding Bishop, has led labyrinth pilgrimages in conjunction with Ms. Artress to Chartres in 1999, 2000, and 2001 -- indicating that ECUSA's First Family approves of this new devotion as promoted by the Labyrinth Project.

*Nudity as part of an official worship service? In 2000 university professor Dave Leal and Anglican priestess Karen Gorham wrote Naturism and Christianity, calling upon Christians to accept nudism. Nudity is usual for Wiccan ceremonies.

*Transsexual priests?  In the Church of England, the Rev. Peter Stone recently underwent a sex change operation and now---with his/her bishop's support, and prior approval from Lambeth Palace -- works as the Rev. Carol Stone.  

*Sun-altars and Moon-Altars in an Episcopal Cathedral?  Yes, these were used at Grace Cathedral in San Francisco when Matthew Fox celebrated a "Planetary Mass" on October 29, 1994.

Somehow, those jokes about renaming ECUSA the Episcopagan Church don't seem so funny anymore.
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“OM”, It’s the Creed, sort of
http://www.leepenn.org/TCC_Anglican_new_age_neopagan_feminist.doc
By Lee Penn, The Christian Challenge October 22, 2001

News of the Weird

It seems that the liturgical elves at San Francisco's Parish of St. John the Evangelist are as busy as ever, pointing the way forward for all truly with-it Episcopalians.

St. John's, TCC readers may recall, was previously identified in this column as home to interesting celebrations of the winter solstice and of New Year's Eve, when the theme was the "life force." Operating under its eight-year-old motto, "Diverse people, Inquiring minds, Open hearts," the parish -- a former Anglo-Catholic stronghold -- apparently finds it hipper now to praise its members rather than God.

Consider some of the verses to the opening hymn used at the September 30 service at which the new rector, Kevin Pearson, was installed:

"Spirit of our Mother Earth, spring afresh in us.

Spirit of our Mother Earth, spring afresh in us.

Both in life and death you hold us;

Spirit of our Mother Earth, spring afresh in us.

Spirit of Divine Within, free me now to serve.

Spirit of Divine Within, free me now to serve.

Gently coax me, lead me, be me.

Spirit of Divine Within, free me now to serve."
At the time of the breaking of the bread, an anthem tailor-made for ECUSA's chief purveyor of pluriform truths, Frank Griswold, urged each congregant to "let your truth shine, illumine the world with your truth!"
Covering all the proper bases, the service ended with this version of "What Wondrous Love Is this, which probably sent one person present -- California Bishop William Swing, founder of the syncretistic United Religions Initiative -- straight into nirvana:

"What wondrous love is this, oh my soul, oh my soul,

What wondrous love is this, oh my soul.

What wondrous love is this, undying peace and bliss, 

The source of all that is, oh my soul, oh my soul,

The source of all this is, oh my soul.

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on,

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on.

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing and joyful be.

And through eternity, I'll sing on, I'll sing on,

And through eternity, I'll sing on.

This moment we are one, we are one, we are one

This moment we are one, we are one,

This moment we are one, not orphans left alone.

In love we are one infinite, infinite soul, 

In love we are one infinite soul."

But there's more. On the two following Sundays, October 7 and 14, the parish bulletin invited members to say the Creed in a new way -- either by singing it in monotone "or by chanting 'Om' to a note in the musical chord." A current parishioner assures us that a number of congregants took this seriously enough to actually, Om, do it.

If the parish really wants to get with ECUSA's new religion, though, it should call in California's New Age Roman Catholic-turned-Episcopal priest, Matthew Fox. A 1995 article in Fox's Creation Spirituality magazine, titled "Tending the Temple Snakes," exhorted: "To the Snake we must say, 'I love you. I value you. You, my spark of God/dess, are important. Show me how to live my own authentic life - to create and serve what I love'."

This is, after all, right up ECUSA's alley now, given the various forms of paganism (e.g. "witchcamps" and "shamanic journeys to the underworld") promoted in the "Resources for Jubilee" booklet distributed at the last General Convention. 

Perhaps the next step for ECUSA, then, will be for priests and priestesses to hail the earthy wisdom and humility of the Snake, and to hail the Serpent for telling us how to live our own authentic lives and to have knowledge of good and evil.

Coming soon, perhaps, to a parish near you.

ECUSA’s Bishop Swing denounces drugs and dogma
http://www.leepenn.org/TCC_Anglican_new_age_neopagan_feminist.doc
By Lee Penn, Report in The Christian Challenge July 19, 2003
After grappling recently with reports of illegal drug use at one of his parishes -- a story which The Christian Challenge first uncovered--liberal California Episcopal Bishop William Swing has issued an important policy statement barring any such practices, while also implying that "dogma" is as destructive as drug use.

As TCC revealed early this year, the San Francisco parish of St. John the Evangelist, and ultimately the whole Episcopal Diocese of California, were rocked in the winter of 2003 as reports surfaced of illegal drug use and a non-fatal drug overdose during all-night "rave" dances held at St. John's since 1996 by a parish group called the Divine Rhythm Society (DRS).

Until recently, St. John's had a cutting-edge liberal rector, the Rev. Kevin Pearson, and its own "Bishop in Residence," Otis Charles--the openly gay retired Episcopal Bishop of Utah--both of whom were claimed by some witnesses to support the DRS and its alleged notions about using drugs as "entheogens," i.e., as ways of enhancing or achieving religious experience.

In the fall of 2002, parishioners' discontent with the activities of the rave-oriented DRS and with Fr. Pearson's leadership led to a vestry member's dossier detailing evidence in the matter, and an appeal for Bishop Swing to intervene.  

Swing's response, seemingly accelerated by coverage of this story by TCC [The Christian Challenge] and subsequently the San Francisco Chronicle, was to obtain the resignation of Fr. Pearson from his post; to secure the resignation of the entire vestry so that the congregation could elect an entirely new one in February 2003; and to direct that the DRS would have no further "rave" meetings at any ECUSA facilities anywhere in his diocese.
Now, St. John's is seeking an interim rector; Bishop Charles is no longer active in the parish altar party; most adherents of the DRS have left the parish; and parish liturgies once again follow the norms of the 1979 Prayer Book and the 1982 Hymnal.

Swing has now followed up his decisive action at St. John's with a stern anti-drug message for the whole diocese, published in the Spring 2003 issue of the diocesan magazine, Pacific Church News. The liberal bishop's message was generally remarkable for its clarity and firmness of purpose.

In "Drugs and the Diocese of California," Bishop Swing said, "The time has come for us to be as specific as possible about drug use. Some teaching is heard among the theologically trained and ordained in our Diocese that certain drugs taken in appropriate quantities can be beneficial to spiritual growth. In former days Timothy Leary would tout the use of LSD. Today people are touting 'Ecstasy' or 'entheogens' as the threshold that opens human beings to supernatural realms. The Hopi Indians and their use of peyote are cited as beneficial models.

"What are not mentioned in these endorsements are the ravages of countless lives that trusted in drugs as a path to paradise. There are probably some very sincere pilgrims of the Spirit who have gone on a quest for the Transcendent, and certain drugs may have seemed to advance them. Their individual quests, as vivid as they may have been, will not be given an official platform in the Diocese of California. We have seen too many drug disasters, too many drug-imprisoned souls…

"Rumor has it that the Diocese of California is liberal about matters. Not always so. On the use of drugs in our buildings, at our functions, this is absolutely forbidden. No wink, wink. Drug use in our churches will be absolutely forbidden," Swing wrote. 

"There is a higher path to God, i.e., the path of Jesus Christ. The cross is not a needle. The bread and wine are ordinary, not a hallucinogen. Ecstasy is a path, not a pill. Our drug policy will reflect this."  

However, Bishop Swing, founder of the controversial United Religions Initiative, which critics see as syncretistic, was not quite able to leave well enough alone.  In the same column, Swing equated "dogma" to use of mind-bending drugs.

He said, "When human beings are alert, we yearn for an experience of the Divine, with the Divine. That is not the problem. That is to be encouraged. The question then is how to have a transcendent experience without having your brain fried…by drugs or dogma?"  (The ellipsis was in Swing's original document.)

The bishop's comment leaves an open question for enquiring minds: which articles of the Creed and which dogmatic definitions of the Ecumenical Councils of the Church cause the brain to fry?

Swing went on, moreover, to laud "creation spiritualist" and radical liturgist Matthew Fox, whom Swing received as a priest after Fox was ousted from the Roman Catholic Church.
"It is possible to get high on healthy religion," Swing wrote. "My hero and pioneer in all of this is the Rev. Matthew Fox. He took the old 'Rave Mass' and converted it to a 'Techno Mass.' No drugs. Period. Yet there is an openness to new forms of liturgy and common life that allow young people to tap into the brilliance of being with God."

Swing's intervention on behalf of the ordinary parishioners of St. John the Evangelist has borne good fruit. However, Swing's continued support for Matthew Fox's liturgical and doctrinal radicalism and his promotion of the URI -- which critics believe is aimed at producing a one-world religion -- leave Swing and his diocese planted firmly in the liberal camp.
Sources included Pacific Church News, Spring 2003, Vol. 141, No. 2, p. 5; The Washington Post, February 22, 2003, page B09; The San Francisco Chronicle, February 4, 2002, page A-15.

This article is also on the Net at: http://www.challengeonline.org/modules/articles/article.php?id=30 Issue 42-4, Aug-Sept. 2003, and at: http://listserv.virtueonline.org/pipermail/virtueonline_listserv.virtueonline.org/2003-July/005443.html 

Strange “diversities” (Or, The Episcopal Church welcomes you)
http://www.leepenn.org/TCC_Anglican_new_age_neopagan_feminist.doc
By Lee Penn, Report in The Christian Challenge August 1, 2003
Strange new forms of spirituality have gained a foothold within the Episcopal Church in the United States (ECUSA) - the Labyrinth-walking fad, the weird eclectic spirituality practiced at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York City, and the "Creation Spirituality" promoted by Matthew Fox, the renegade Dominican whom California Bishop William Swing received as an Episcopal priest in 1994.

All these new movements have set up shop in ECUSA with little organized resistance, and with the open support of members of the ECUSA hierarchy. The leaders of these spiritual ventures all support Bishop Swing's controversial United Religions Initiative (URI). ECUSA's theological troubles, in other words, extend well beyond the sexual issues that are grabbing today's headlines.

At the Episcopal General Convention now underway in Minneapolis, today's "Morning of Prayer" included several ways to reflect on "reconciliation," including "an outdoor labyrinth."
But Bishop Swing's Grace Cathedral is the center of the modern-day Labyrinth-walking fad that has spread through New Age workshops, mainline Protestant churches, and Roman Catholic retreat centers and convents. The leader of this movement is Lauren Artress, an Episcopal priest who runs Veriditas - also known as the Labyrinth Project.

Artress, Canon for Special Ministries at Grace Cathedral, says that she first encountered the Labyrinth in January 1991, when she decided to "return to a Mystery School seminar with Dr. Jean Houston, an internationally known psychologist, author, and scholar whom I studied with in 1985." (In the 1990s, Houston was best known to the public as the guru who helped Hillary Clinton contact the spirit of Eleanor Roosevelt.)

Artress says, "As soon as I set foot into the labyrinth I was overcome with an almost violent anxiety"; the next morning, she "awoke, distressed from a dream of having a heart attack." Nevertheless, she has devoted herself since then to spreading the labyrinth walk as a "spiritual tool" for all faiths.

Labyrinths were built into some medieval Cathedrals in Western Europe before 1500, but no documentation survives to show how - or whether - Catholics used labyrinths as part of their public liturgies or private devotions. After 1500, most labyrinths were removed from cathedral floors; the Chartres labyrinth is one of the few that has survived from the Middle Ages to the present day. It went unused - and was usually covered with chairs for worshippers - until Artress began taking pilgrims to Chartres in the 1990s.

Those who resurrect the labyrinth now are making up a new religious tradition in ancient costume, as the Neopagans have done since World War II and as the Freemasons did after 1717.

The labyrinth movement has long been intertwined with the URI. Barbara Hartford, a URI staff member in San Francisco, accompanied Artress on her first visit to the Chartres labyrinth in the early 1990s. Artress also acknowledges Sally Ackerly, who has been a URI staffer, as one of those who provided "help in launching the labyrinth."

Since 1995, labyrinth walks have been common at URI events - from many of the URI-sponsored "religious cease fire" events held at the time of Y2K, to the most recent URI Global Assembly, held in Rio de Janeiro in the summer of 2002 (attended by, among others, Canada's Bishop of New Westminster, Michael Ingham, who recently oversaw the first same-sex blessing rite in his diocese).

As promoted by Artress, the labyrinth movement is New Age in form and content. In Walking A Sacred Path, her foundational book on the movement, Artress says, "The labyrinth introduces us to the idea of a wide and gracious path. It redefines the journey to God: from a vertical perspective that goes from earth up to heaven to a horizontal perspective in which we are all walking the path together."

"When I am in the center of the labyrinth … I pause to honor and bring into my being first the mineral consciousness, then the vegetable, then animal, human, and angelic. Finally I come to rest in the consciousness of the Unknown, which is the mystery, the divine pattern of evolution that is unfolding."  She continues, "When walking the labyrinth, you can feel that powerful energies have been set in motion. The labyrinth functions like a spiral, creating a vortex in its center."

With Artress' New Age cosmology comes unorthodox theology - as shown by the following lifts from her book:

"The labyrinth is a large, complex spiral circle which is an ancient symbol for the Divine Mother, the God within, the Goddess, the Holy in all of creation. Matriarchal spirituality celebrates the hidden and the unseen … For many of us the feminine aspect of the Divine has been painfully absent from our lives, our spirituality, and our Western culture. The Divine feminine is often the missing piece for which both women and men are searching...

"This Yahweh is supposed to have been the God that created all of the natural order, usurping the role of the Mother, the creator of life. Yahweh, God the Father, is the only version of the Transcendent God that is offered in Western Christianity. He is seen as the first cause of all things, the God of history. He is a faraway God whom we do not know personally. He does not seem to want to know us, either...

"May we lead a spiritual revolution that includes us all, relies on inner wisdom, accepts the guidance of a wisdom tradition, and recognizes compassion as its guiding principle. Let us allow the Father and Mother God to unite in sacred mystery. Let us build a world community in which all people have the opportunity to create meaning in their own lives."

The literature produced by Veriditas (the Labyrinth Project) since 1995 is as heterodox as Artress' book. The project's publications assiduously avoid providing the specific Christian content that anyone could get from the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, the Rosary, the Stations of the Cross (a Catholic walking meditation on the Passion of Our Lord), or the Jesus Prayer. In the Labyrinth Project newsletters published in between 1996 and 2001, there is no mention of the Trinity, the Crucifixion, the Resurrection, the Empty Tomb, God the Father, or God as Lord and King.  The words - and the concepts - of sin, divine judgment, heaven, hell, repentance, redemption, and salvation are likewise absent. The Project's newsletters rarely mentioned Jesus.

This is no accident; the mission of Veriditas is not to promote a specifically Christian use of the labyrinth. Instead, as Artress said in 1995, "the labyrinth is a universal devotional tool. Anyone from any faith can walk it and find refreshment for the soul and renewal of spirit."

In 1996, Artress proposed weekend labyrinth retreats as a way for "all to find healing, self-knowledge and our soul assignments and to continue weaving the Web of Creation."  She added that the Labyrinth is "a perfect spiritual tool for helping our global community to order chaos in ways that take us to the vibrant center of our being. You walk to the center of the labyrinth and there at the center you meet the Divine."

In 2000, Artress wrote of the effects of this tool: "I'm surprised by how perfect the labyrinth is for our times. It provides a fluid pattern that allows the structure between body, mind and spirit to break down. That is a tremendous offering at this time, because we are so divided in this world. The fact that people who walk the labyrinth can loosen their strictures and soften their boundaries is truly amazing."

This all-purpose spiritual tool has the approval of the highest authorities in the Episcopal Church. In 1999, 2000, and 2001, Phoebe Griswold - the wife of ECUSA's Presiding Bishop - led labyrinth pilgrimages to Chartres Cathedral, under the auspices of the Labyrinth Project; she also published an article on the labyrinth of Chartres in the Winter 2001 issue of Anglican Theological Review. As of 2001, thirteen Episcopal cathedrals had labyrinths, "including St. John the Divine in New York, National Cathedral in Washington and St. Mark's in Seattle." Grace Cathedral, San Francisco--the seat of Bishop Swing -- has two labyrinths. One, a large rug with the labyrinth design, is inside the cathedral near the Baptismal font. The other, made of terrazzo stone and open 24 hours a day, is in the plaza outside the cathedral entrance, between the cathedral and the diocesan office.

The labyrinth movement has gained many followers outside the Episcopal Church, as well. In early 2003, the San Francisco Chronicle reported, "Millions of people have walked 1,800 labyrinths around the country, with 1,100 people trained specifically to teach others how to walk them. Dozens of labyrinths have been built in the Bay Area."  Whether they know it or not, these seekers are being led toward the "Divine feminine," and away from God.

More Weird Spirituality

If the labyrinth is not to your taste, how about some Egyptian and Voodoo gods?

Another New Age Anglican supporter of the URI is the Very Rev. James Parks Morton, formerly the dean of the Episcopal Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York City, and now president of the Interfaith Center of New York.

While at St. John the Divine, Morton said, "The language of the 'Sacred Earth' has got to become mainline." Morton acted on this belief by holding a St. Francis Day communion service in 1993 that invoked the gods Yemanja, Ra, Ausar, and Obatala during a chant just before the bread and wine were brought to the altar; the celebrant was then-New York Episcopal Bishop Richard Grein. (Yemanja is an Afro-Brazilian goddess of the sea; Ra is the Egyptian sun god; Ausar - also known as Osiris and the Green Man - is the Egyptian god of life and death; Obatala is the Voodoo "Father of Wisdom.") It was from the pulpit of Morton's cathedral in 1979 that James Lovelock first publicly announced the Gaia Hypothesis - that the earth as a whole is a living, conscious organism.  

Morton has worked to spread the Green gospel worldwide; he "co-founded the National Religious Partnership for the Environment, a group that has reached over 53,000 congregations of every faith across America with the ideas of sacred ecology and environmental responsibility." He has also been a board member of the Earth Charter Project and of Global Green, USA - the U.S. affiliate of Gorbachev's Green Cross International. Morton was a co-chairman of the Parliamentary Earth Summit, held in 1992 in conjunction with the UN Conference on Environment and Development; he filled the same role for the "Wisdom Keepers II" conference, held in conjunction with the 1996 UN Conference on World Settlement. 
OutFoxed

Last but not least, there are the activities of Matthew Fox, a former Dominican priest who was received as an Episcopal priest by Bishop Swing in December 1994.

In 1995, Swing told the Diocesan Convention, "This year Matthew Fox and I are gathering an ecumenical group to create an alternative liturgy for young adults."  Swing lent $85,000 of diocesan funds to help Fox establish the University of Creation Spirituality, and joined former Gov. Jerry Brown in dedicating the new university in August 1996.

As of the spring of 2003, the school had about 200 students enrolled in its doctor of ministry program. At the 1997 diocesan convention, Swing praised Fox's "total exploration of the power of God in the goodness of creation" at the University of Creation Spirituality, adding that "The experiment is worthwhile and aims at tomorrow and forever."

Fox leads syncretic worship services that are consistent with the ideology of the URI, which he also supports. He says, "The Techno Cosmic Mass (TCM) has been up and running for five years in Oakland...By altering the form of worship through taking in the elements of rave celebrations, three things happen: First, new life flows through the ancient liturgical formulas, and second, ravers are relieved of the drug aspect of raves and learn they can get high on worship itself. Third, the priesthood is not projected so exclusively onto a single minister but everyone participates in midwifing the grace of the event (no vicarious prayer!). Because everyone dances, everyone offers the priestly sacrifice…

"Themes for the Mass, which attracts not only many kinds of Christians but also Buddhists, Hindus, Muslims, Taoists, Jews, pagans and goddess people, are chosen consciously," Fox says. "They include: The Green Man; Imagination, Dreams and Visions; the Return of the Divine Feminine (where we dance in the context of 400 images of the goddess from all the world's traditions including of course the Black Madonna and Mary from the West); the Celebration of the Sacred Masculine, Gaia (usually on Mother's Day); the African Diaspora, the Wisdom of Rumi and the Sufi Tradition, Kabbalah and the Jewish Mystical Tradition, Feast of Lights (in December), Celtic Spirituality, Flowers, Plants and Trees, the Holiness of Animals, Our Lady of Guadalupe, The Sacredness of Our Bodies and more. The themes are of universal attraction just as dancing is and worship is. Dancing of course takes us into our lower charkas [sic] where we literally connect with the earth and so this kind of worship truly serves an ecological era."

Each month, more than 1,200 people attend these services, which are held in a former ballroom in Oakland, California. Two observers of trends in American religion - one of whom is the San Francisco Chronicle's religion reporter - say that Fox's "creation spirituality" has "found an eager audience among lapsed Catholics of the baby-boom generation."

Matthew Fox described the Planetary Mass that occurred at Grace Cathedral on Reformation Sunday, October 29, 1994.  There was a sun altar and a moon altar, used in a "Mass" where sin was "renamed:"
"It was like being in a forest, where every direction one turned there was beauty and something interesting to behold. This included not only the singers, dancers, and rappers …  but also the projections on large video screens, on television sets, on a huge globe suspended over the beautiful altars (one a sun altar, the second a crescent moon altar). On the screens were hummingbirds hovering, galaxies spinning, flowers opening, humans marching, protesting, embracing and polluting (sin was present and indeed renamed for us at the Mass). Life was there in all its panoply of forces, good and not so good, human and more than human." Perhaps it's just as well that Fox did not name the "more than human," "not so good" forces that attended this service.

Bishop Swing was present at Fox's 1994 rave liturgy, and loved it. The bishop said, "The Mass reminds him 'of an experience I had as a 9-year old boy in West Virginia, coming to a sense of God through Nature. That gets so layered over by generations of study and theology, but this Mass leads one back toward that great awe.' Swing ... bobbing to the techno-music, says it's 'so nice to see the church with a new song and a new language.'" He added: "The whole business of having the Eucharist in the context of Nature, and the planets, and the unfolding of life is a context that has to happen. This is probably around the time of the genesis of liturgies like this, and I'm sure that there will be more and more. It's coming … So we brought a lot of people in their 20s and 30s who don't go to church, and they were struck by this. I love it. I think we're on our way."

Fox's teachings have led other Anglican leaders to greater sympathy for New Age beliefs. George Carey, who was Archbishop of Canterbury from 1991 through 2002, "said he had initially been 'hostile' to New Age ideas but had come to appreciate their emphasis on creation and the environment. He told a conference on new religious movements at the London School of Economics that the Church had much to learn from New Age spirituality. He first thought New Age was a muddle of beliefs at odds with mainstream Christianity until he read Christian writers such as Matthew Fox on the subject."
Here follow some examples of the theology supported by ECUSA's Bishop Swing:

--- Fox has said that his theological agenda is to overturn Christian doctrine as it has been understood since the first ecumenical Council at Nicaea:  "What is the rediscovery of the Cosmic Christ if not a deconstruction of the 'power Christology' that launched the Christian empire in the Nicean [sic] Council in the fourth century and an effort to reconnect to the older, biblical tradition, of Christ as cosmic wisdom present in all beings?"

--- Fox quotes Shiva, "creator and destroyer of things" and "lord of the dance," as saying: "The phallos is identical with me. It draws my faithful to me and therefore must be worshipped;" Fox then says, "This is Cosmic Christ language."

--- He also identified the Virgin Mary as a goddess: "As far as the Goddess tradition goes, for years I've recognized that the Goddess in the Catholic tradition was, of course, Mary … Recently, I taught a class entitled the 'Goddess and the City,' about how things were in the 12th century. As Mary, the Goddess sat on a throne, ruling the universe with justice and compassion, as well and the intellectual and artistic life of the medieval European city." (Leave it to a radical ex-Catholic to lend support to the Fundamentalist canard that Catholics worship the Theotokos.)

While not (yet) "mainstream," certainly, all of the foregoing is nonetheless included in the "diversity" in ECUSA proclaimed by its liberal leaders.

The sources used in this story include, among others:  Lauren Artress' book Walking a Sacred Path, newsletters and leaflets issued by the Labyrinth Project between 1996 and 2001, documents from the Labyrinth Project web site (http://www.gracecathedral.org/labyrinth/index.shtml), the spring 1995 issue of Grace Cathedral Magazine, articles from the San Francisco Chronicle about the Labyrinth movement (Don Lattin, "Leader of labyrinth movement builds new empire upon sand," San Francisco Chronicle, May 13, 2001, and Heather Knight, "The peaceful path: In troubled times, more people turn to labyrinths to walk their worries away," San Francisco Chronicle, Feb. 28, 2003), Terry Mattingly's report on the St. Francis Day service at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in 1993 ("Liturgical Dances With Wolves 1993: Ten Years As An Episcopalian - A Progress Report," http://tmatt.gospelcom.net/tmatt/freelance/wolves.htm), articles from the Pacific Church News (the magazine published by the Episcopal Diocese of California) from 1996 through 2002, two books by Matthew Fox (The Coming of the Cosmic Christ and Sins of the Spirit, Blessings of the Flesh), articles from 1995 issues of Fox's magazine Creation Spirituality, and Victoria Combe, "Carey 'has learned' from the New Age," London Telegraph, April 20, 2001, on-line at http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2001/04/20/ncarey20.xml. Another valuable resource on the Labyrinth movement is Mark Tooley, "Maze Craze: Labyrinths Latest Fad for Spiritual Seekers," Touchstone, September 2000 (on-line at http://www.touchstonemag.com/docs/issues/13.7docs/13-7pg46.html).

This version of the article is on-line at: http://www.mail-archive.com/ctrl@listserv.aol.com/msg107305.html 

A shorter version of this article is on-line at: http://www.challengeonline.org/modules/articles/article.php?id=30 (Issue 42-4, Aug-Sept. 2003)

Yes, Virginia, There really are Episcopagans
http://www.leepenn.org/TCC_Anglican_new_age_neopagan_feminist.doc
By Lee Penn, October-November 2004
Recently, some commentators have begun calling the Episcopal Church (ECUSA) the Episcopagan Church. The intent is satirical, but in today’s Episcopal Church, satire is quickly outpaced by reality.

We are, as the saying goes, not making this up. Until recently, a husband/wife team in Pennsylvania -- both of whom are Episcopal priests -- were promoting modern-day Druidry, including nude mating rituals and invocation of the "Horned God" and "Mother God."

The seeds of the controversy were sown on October 8, when ECUSA’s Office of Women’s Ministries (OWM) posted "A Women’s Eucharist: A Celebration of the Divine Feminine" and a "Liturgy for Divorce" on its section of the national church website. 

The "Women’s Eucharist" -- written by Glyn Ruppe-Melnyk, an ECUSA priest since 1993 -- made no mention of Christ, or of his Body and Blood. Instead, it praised "Mother God," menstrual blood and lactating breasts, and offered up milk and honey, and raisin cakes. The latter were presented with the words: "Mother God, our ancient sisters called you Queen of Heaven and baked these cakes in your honor in defiance of their brothers and husbands who would not see your feminine face. We offer you these cakes, made with our own hands." (Old Testament prophets Hosea and Jeremiah denounced offering raisin cakes to the Queen of Heaven as idolatry and defiance of God.) This same rite has been on a Druid website since 1998; its author was (until the scandal broke) listed as being Glispa–a Druid name for Mrs. Melnyk.

The "Liturgy for Divorce" aimed to "witness and bless the separation of this man and this woman." It contained an "undoing of the vows" by the couple, and its version of the Lord’s Prayer invoked "You who are Mother and Father to us all."

The controversy over these odd rituals erupted in earnest on October 25, when Episcopal News Service announced the OWM’s "Women’s Liturgy Project," which had "begun collecting worship resources written by women for women in order to create a resource that is accessible to all." The Rev. Margaret Rose, director of the OWM, hoped the resulting rites would provide "a working template for any and all who want to pastorally, ritually, and liturgically embrace women’s lives." That prompted observers to go to the OWM webpage for a look-see.

The Washington-based Institute for Religion and Democracy condemned the women’s and divorce rites. Christianity Today Online denounced them as "promoting the worship of pagan deities." Archbishop Drexel Gomez, of the West Indies, said that the posting of these rites on the ECUSA website "showed a ‘total disregard’ for the Windsor Report’s call for greater respect for the bonds of Communion." Gomez added that ECUSA is "on a path of self-destruction."

The two offending rites were soon removed from the OWM webpage. In her October 28 reply to Christianity Today, Rose said that the "resources" listed there "are not approved liturgies of the Episcopal Church. These liturgies are intended to spark dialogue, study, conversation and ponderings around women and our liturgical tradition."

Still, the OWM says that liturgies posted there could be used for "gathering communities of worship." It did not apologize for posting pagan rites on the church website. Also, the book from which the divorce liturgy came -- Elizabeth Geitz’s Women’s Uncommon Prayers -- is still listed on the OWM site as a "liturgical resource," praised by Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold.

Reporters soon discovered, as well, that there was more to the story: that not only was Mrs. Melnyk leading two lives -- as an Episcopal priest and as a practicing Druid -- her husband, W. William Melnyk, was doing the same. He was serving as rector of St. James’ Episcopal Church in Downingtown, Pennsylvania, and she as rector of St. Francis-in-the-Fields in Malvern. Each parish has 600 members, and is under the oversight of ultra-liberal Pennsylvania Bishop Charles E. Bennison.

After the scandal broke, the Melnyks renounced their Druidic beliefs and activities. In a November 4 letter to Bishop Bennison, Mr. Melnyk "recanted and repudiated" his involvement in Druidism, and asked for "the mercy of the Church and of our Lord Jesus Christ." He now recognized that his activities went "beyond the bounds expected of a Christian and a Christian priest." The letter was comprehensive and forthright. Melnyk stated that his wife had sent a similar letter to Bishop Bennison, though it was not publicly released.

Bennison gave the Melnyks a written reprimand, but imposed no further discipline. At the request of his parish vestry, William Melnyk resigned as rector. Mrs. Ruppe-Melnyk, however, kept her job, with the support of her vestry. The bishop stated that the couple had made a "small error of judgment that has been very costly to their ministry and their church." And, he accused the Melnyks’ opponents of trying "to intimidate people in our church who would exercise theological imaginations, who would think out of the box."

It appears, however, that -- until their repentance -- the Melnyks had been involved in this "small error of judgment" since the mid-1990s.

Under the names of OakWyse, Druis, Thrum, and Bran, William Melnyk wrote hundreds of messages on Internet sites for Druids, starting in 1994. In 1998, he composed eight rituals for the major feasts of the Druid calendar year. One of these, copyrighted by OakWyse, was a mating rite for Beltane, May Day. At its conclusion, a couple is to "join in love-making on the mattress, taking whatever time is needed." In early 2004, Fr. Melnyk wrote that he and his wife were both Episcopal priests. "Between us, we lead two groves (some call them 'congregations') of Christians learning about Druidry numbering about 1,200." He had advanced to the "Druid grade," the third and highest level of Druidry, as a member of the Order of Bards, Ovates, and Druids. 

Glyn Melnyk, writing as Raven and Glispa, left behind a similar electronic record. In 1998, she and OakWyse posted a "Wiccan Lunar Ritual" on the Tuatha de Brighid website. 
Early in the ritual, the priestess says, "In the Face of the Moon we honor Our Lady, who was of old called among humankind Isis, Artemis, Astarte, Aphrodite, Diana, Mary, and by many other Names." There are different rites for each phase of the moon; part of the full moon rite was to be performed nude.

In a 1998 document, OakWyse suggested that "Men may wish to make a devotion to the Horned God, and honor the life cycle of Youth, Father, and Sage." In 2003, he and his wife won praise from the "Chosen Chief" of the Order of Bards, Ovates, and Druids for organizing "a powerful ceremony at Stonehenge … to bring together Druids and Christians." 

This story is also on-line at: http://www.challengeonline.org/modules/articles/article.php?id=40 and at http://www.challengeonline.org/pdf/Nov04.pdf 

More weird liturgy? “Our Lady” rite author inspired by Labyrinth walk
http://www.leepenn.org/TCC_Anglican_new_age_neopagan_feminist.doc
By Lee Penn, Commentary Report in The Christian Challenge June 2006
For those wondering what inspired the Episcopal Church's newly-elected, female presiding bishop to refer to "Mother Jesus" during the General Convention, the answer might be found on the "Office of Women's Ministries" (OWM) page on the official national church website. 

Indeed, this is not the first time that the OWM has gotten into liturgical mischief.

The phrase used by Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori appears in a "Eucharist Using Female Nouns and Pronouns" on the OWM's section of the Episcopal Church (TEC)-sponsored website. The rite is accompanied by "Morning Prayers to the Lady" - and this does not mean our Lord's mother. Both services offer worship to "Our Lady" and to the "Holy Mother," and end with the salutation "Blessed be" - a common statement of farewell among Wiccans.
The author of the services, Sandra Thomas Fox, wrote them in 2001, five years after she had a feminist epiphany during her first walk in a labyrinth - a spiritual exercise that actually has New Age roots - at the National Cathedral. There, she became sensitized to "the misogyny in the liturgy."

The webpage that leads to the two feminist liturgies has an all-capitalized disclaimer for each: "NOT AN OFFICIAL LITURGY -FOR USE IN DISCUSSION." Nevertheless, the pages from which each of the services can be downloaded invite readers to use them as well in "gathering communities of worship." Therefore, these services can be used anywhere.

The feminist "Eucharist" invokes God thus: "Blessed be the Lady who births, redeems and sanctifies us."

The threefold Kyrie Eleison becomes this: 

(Celebrant): Loving Lady, have mercy; 

(People): Mother Jesus, have mercy;

(Celebrant) Loving Lady, have mercy"

- thereby giving Jesus both a sex change and children.

The prayers of the people - addressed to "Mother" - include the request that "every member of the Church may be your handmaiden" - thereby praying that all men in the church get a sex change.

The prayer of confession is addressed to "Most Merciful Lady."

The Great Thanksgiving begins, "May the Holy Mother be with you," and continues: "It is truly right, Mother, to give you thanks; for you alone are the I AM, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and forever," and adds: "Blessed is she who comes in the name of Love." 

With the prayer "Mother, you loved the world so much that you sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary," the consecration prayer claims that Jesus has two mommies - and no Father.

Immediately after the consecration of the bread and the wine, the celebrant says, "Mother, we now celebrate this memorial of your redemption." (A Freudian slip, perhaps?) 

Oddly enough, the Lord's Prayer is unchanged - so this is the only spot in the service which addresses God as "Father."

The "Mass" ends when the celebrant tells the congregation, "Let us go forth empowered by the Love of our Lady," and the congregation replies, "Blessed be."

THE FEMINIST "MORNING PRAYER" service is similar in spirit. After the confession of sin (again addressed to the "Most Merciful Lady"), the celebrant says, "Nurturing Mother, have mercy on us; forgive us all our sins. Through your beautiful Son, Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit sustain our eternal life."

Before the psalms, the celebrant says, "The mercy of our Lady is everlasting: come let us adore her." After the Psalm readings, the celebrant sings a new age Gloria Non Patri: "Glory to the Mother, and to her Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever."

In this service, too, the Lord's Prayer was unmolested - but the celebrant precedes it with "May our Holy Lady be with you...Let us pray the words of her beautiful Son, Jesus Christ."
The prayers of the people include "Keep your example of Motherhood ever before us; Let us see in all our children a sacred trust from you" - an invocation that seems out of place here, since the Women's Ministries site lists the pro-abortion Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice among "social justice" groups.

The General Thanksgiving at the end of the service starts, "Most merciful Mother, we your handmaidens give you thanks for your great love for us and for all you have made." The service ends when the celebrant says, "Let us give thanks to our Lady;" the congregation replies, "Blessed be." 

As earlier noted, this all began with Ms. Fox's first experience with walking the labyrinth at the 1996 Sacred Circles conference at Washington National Cathedral. That day, "during a guided meditation led by Dr. Sarah Fahy, I had met the wise woman who had told me, 'Women are beautiful. You are beautiful,'" Fox wrote. "Immediately after I...walked one of the labyrinths set up in the nave. To my surprise, as I entered the path I dissolved into tears. Questions welled up inside of me. Why had no one ever told me I was beautiful? Why did I need to be told that women were beautiful? I sobbed my way into the center, where I sat until I was once again composed. As I began my walk out, the Eucharist was being celebrated at the high altar. I decided I would silently say these comforting, familiar words as I walked ... But on this day, to my horror, these words I loved turned to dust and ashes in my mouth. All I could hear was 'He, Him, Lord, Son, Father' ... I had heard the misogyny in the liturgy, and there was no going back."

Fox continued, "I realized that I did not see my mother, my two daughters, or myself as made in the image of God. When I looked at the liturgy I discovered there are 195 male nouns and pronouns in Rite I and 145 in Rite II. In both cases, there is one reference to a woman - the Virgin Mary in the Creed. If our liturgy is our story, the telling of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, where are the voices of the women that Jesus loved, respected, and held dear? Where is an understanding of the holiness of being a daughter, wife, or mother? Wondering what it would be like to have a service to the Divine Feminine, I used Rite II, Prayer D [from the 1979 Prayer Book] as a starting point and wrote such a Eucharist in 2001.

"If one feels that reading this service is blasphemous, I can only say that writing it felt even more so. Yet I felt called to continue, for what else would allow us to see the narrowness of our current liturgy?...My hope is that this Eucharist will begin a dialogue about the ways in which language affects the quality of our worship, our feelings towards God, and our sense of being created in God's image."

As earlier indicated, this was not the first foray into the bizarre for TEC's Office of Women's Ministries. In 2004, there was an outcry over two other offerings on OWM's section of the official church website: "A Women's Eucharist: A Celebration of
the Divine Feminine" and a "Liturgy for Divorce." The Women's Eucharist made no mention of Christ, or of his Body and Blood, but gave thanks to "Mother God" for things like menstrual blood and breasts.

It emerged that the Women's Eucharist had been on a Druid website since 1998. What's more, it had been penned by "Glispa," who turned out to be part of a husband/wife Episcopal clergy couple who up until a short time earlier had also been involved with and promoting modern-day Druidism, including nude mating rituals and invocation of the "Horned God." Once exposed, Pennsylvania clergy Glyn Ruppe-Melnyck and her husband, W. William Melnyck, repented of their Druidry; Mr. Melnyk lost his parochial job over the issue but Mrs. Melnyk kept hers. 

The two offending services, which were removed from the OWM website in the 2004 controversy, were part of OWM's "Women's Liturgy Project" to collect worship resources written by women for women - an initiative that, given the latest from the OWM, is evidently ongoing. 

Sources included: 

Sandra Thomas Fox, "Reflection on the Holy Eucharist," Women's Ministries, http://www.ecusa.anglican.org/41685_60499_ENG_HTM.htm; 

Women's Ministries, "Liturgies Using Feminine Images," http://www.ecusa.anglican.org/41685_60497_ENG_HTM.htm, a page that links to texts for the two liturgies; 

Women's Ministries, http://www.ecusa.anglican.org/41685_31001_ENG_HTM.htm, a blurb for the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice. 

This article is also on the Net at: http://www.challengeonline.org/modules/news/article.php?storyid=130 and

http://www.challengeonline.org/pdf/45-3.pdf
Adventures in Episcopal Liturgy
ECUSA Commission offers mixed bag of new rites

http://www.leepenn.org/TCC_Anglican_new_age_neopagan_feminist.doc
By Lee Penn, Report/Analysis in The Christian Challenge and VirtueOnline June 13, 2006


The good, the bad, and the ugly. That's what's in the grab bag of new rites that the Episcopal Church's Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music (SCLM) has offered up to the 2006 General Convention, about to get underway in Columbus, Ohio.
Before we get to the prayers the Commission produced for almost any occasion of life - from going away to camp, to dating, to getting out of jail - let us give credit where credit is due.
There's definite "good" in some surprisingly reverent and traditional funeral prayers that SCLM says should be added to the options in the liturgical supplement, Enriching Our Worship.
There is this prayer for the dead: "Deliver N., our Savior Jesus Christ, from all evil, and set her free from every bond, that she may feast with all your saints in light, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit, you live and reign, one God, for ever and ever."
The following prayer, which is based on Eastern Orthodox funeral prayers, speaks explicitly of sin, judgment, and the peril of Hell: "In the midst of life we are in death; from whom can we seek help? From you alone, O Lord, who by our sins are justly angered. Lord, you know the secrets of our hearts; shut not your ears to our prayers, but spare us, O Lord. O worthy and eternal Judge, do not let the pains of death turn us away from you at our last hour. Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy Immortal One, have mercy upon us."
Another prayer, in a similar spirit, is: "Blessed Jesus, Son of the Living God, we pray you to set your passion, cross, and death between your judgment and our souls, now and in the hour of our death. Give mercy and grace to the living, pardon and peace to the dead; to your holy church peace and concord; and to us sinners everlasting life and glory; for with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, one God, now and for ever."
The Commission has proposed, for use until 2009, an unusual but rather moving prayer in its "Common for Space Exploration." This is SCLM's response to a resolution (D049) referred to it for further work by the 2003 General Convention. The resolution asked the Commission to commemorate in several ways "The First Communion on the Moon" on July 20, 1969, during the first Moon landing, when astronaut Buzz Aldrin communicated himself with pre-consecrated elements.
The year 2009 will be the 40th anniversary of that event. The Commission might be criticized for not offering the commemoration requested for what it admits was a "unique and memorable moment." But in its "Common" it offers a way to commemorate "those who have died in the course of space exploration - among them a significant number of Episcopalians. In addition, it provides a way of praying for future space explorers and for the thousands of people whose work makes the space program possible." The "Common" reads: "Creator of the universe, your dominion extends through the immensity of space: guide and guard those who seek to fathom its mysteries [especially N.N.].
Save us from arrogance lest we forget that our achievements are grounded in you, and, by the grace of your Holy Spirit, protect our travels beyond the reaches of earth, that we may glory ever more in the wonder of your creation: through Jesus Christ, your Word, by whom all things came to be, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever." The Commission also proposed a draft of this prayer in "Rite I" style. Of seven proposed trial additions to the ECUSA calendar, the Commission has chosen two well known worthies:
The martyred Oscar Romero, the Catholic Archbishop of San Salvador (who would be honored with the "Martyrs of El Salvador" on March 24), and the Eastern Orthodox Tikhon, Patriarch of Moscow, who was persecuted by the Bolsheviks for confessing the Faith; he is to be honored on April 7. In the possibly controversial, possibly not category is the Commission's proposal (A077) that ECUSA adopt the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) as the standard for the church, beginning on the first Sunday of Advent, 2007. This would replace the present 3-year schedule of Biblical readings in the 1979 Book of Common Prayer with a new 3-year cycle, bringing ECUSA into line with Anglican provinces overseas, and with other Protestant denominations.
The current BCP lectionary uses Old Testament readings that link to or foreshadow the day's New Testament texts; the RCL follows the Old Testament story straight through during the readings for the Sundays between Pentecost and Advent: Genesis through Judges in year A; the Davidic Covenant and Wisdom literature in Year B; the prophets in Year C. The RCL also includes some Scriptures on women's role in salvation history, texts that have not previously been part of the Sunday liturgy.
The Revised Common Lectionary has been authorized for trial use in ECUSA since the 71st (1994) General Convention, so it is not exactly new. But some observers strongly contend that it should not supplant the BCP Lectionary but remain an alternative to it. 

But, as is inevitable in the Episcopal Church, there are also some new prayers that clearly qualify as "bad." In these, ECUSA's liturgists lift up the standard of what H. Richard Niebuhr described in 1937 as the modern "Gospel": "A God without wrath brought men without sin into a kingdom without judgment through the ministrations of a Christ without a cross."
The SCLM's designers have proposed a dazzling array of new prayers and "Rites of Passage" that seem to rely on the ideas that hot button issues can be deftly glossed over and license given with sleight of pen, and that most everything in life must be liturgically affirmed. As You Like It Several of the SCLM prayers that touch on the possibility of intimate relationships are very big on love and loving but clearly intent on leaving it up to the person being prayed for to decide what form that love or loving will take.
Take the proposed new prayer "For Godly Expression of One's Sexuality." This prayer makes room for all sexual permutations, not mentioning anything like chastity, marriage, lust, sin, or temptation: "O God, you have made us in your image and called us to the joys of human love. That love, the sign and seal of your own love for each of us, is shown through companionship and caring, and, powerfully and mysteriously, through the mystery of godly sexual expression shared with each other. 
"This young person, N., is opening his heart to learn the wideness of love. As he strives to discover who he is, whose he is, and the person he is given to love, may he be guided, protected, and encouraged by you, O Love Incarnate. Give him wisdom in choosing, courage in loving, and patience in waiting for the marvelous truth of his life to unfold in your grace, most holy and undivided Trinity, alive through all the ages." The Commission also proffers prayers on "Reaching Puberty" and "Dating Relationships" which are similarly silent on the new temptations facing youth at that stage of life.
As well, we cannot imagine any young person willing to be publicly singled out as the subject of such prayers. Nevertheless, the "Reaching Puberty" prayer reads: "Creator of Life, you have formed us in your image, male and female, and we are wonderfully made for the joy of human love. We thank you for this girl, N., whom you have brought to maturity.
In the freedom of childhood she has come to this time, and she needs your grace and guidance for the responsibilities of adulthood. You have designed her days for love and for work, for sharing and for growing, for searching and for finding. Keep her safe throughout her life, and give her the courage to follow her heart, and walk in your ways; through Jesus, our true Companion in our journey to you."
The "Dating Relationships" prayer, similarly content-free, reads: "Our greatest joy in life, O God, is to love. We thank you for showing us through Jesus that loving a child, a friend, a dream or a companion makes us more fully human, created in your image. As N. stands ready to begin dating, help her to remember that she will be learning that love is sacred. May she bring to each new date hope for a true friendship. May she listen, and speak, and act with the greatest respect for herself and for her companion. May she strive for a relationship that is truthful, patient, courageous, and kind. Above all, may love teach her to love you more and more as, through the Spirit's care, she grows in the image of your holy child, Jesus Christ our Redeemer."
The SCLM prayer for those being released from jail or prison (surely there's a big call for that among Episcopalians) takes a fairly lightweight approach: "Liberating God, we lose our true freedom when we wander from your love, but when we come home to you, we receive fullness of joy. Our sister, N., ends her prison/jail sentence and returns to a world that waits for her. Calm her fears and guard her from stumbling; surround her with friendship, and fill her with hope, reassured by your love and ours; through Jesus your Christ, our Redeemer and Liberator."
This "I'm OK, You're OK" attitude also underlies the prayer "at the ending of a relationship" - with no specification of the marital status of the partners: "God of Love, you ask us in your name to be faithful to the covenants we create with one another. Yet the relationship between N. and N. seems damaged beyond repair. We grieve with them as they say farewell to set off on separate paths, sorrowing for a love broken beyond our power to make it whole again. But you in your mercy rise in every death and your love is new every morning. Help us to uphold N. and N. as they discern the future you hold in store for them: abundance of life in the love of Jesus Christ our Lord."
Some of the suggested new prayers for use by mourners take for granted that everyone goes to Heaven; there is little recognition that the dead may need, and benefit from, the prayers of the living 

The, there are proposed new prayers and rites that could be classed as "ugly" - or maybe merely silly, banal, or trendy. First, there are the "Rites of Passage" - which one wag characterized as "liturgies composed by people with entirely too much time on their hands." Alaska Bishop Mark McDonald, however, gives them more significance. He thinks they are the working out of the "currents of renewal" that have moved through the Church for the last 50 years, and a realization of the revolutionary intentions of the authors of the 1979 Book of Common Prayer. (And whatever he means by "renewal" is likely not the same thing that conservatives mean when they say it.)
Said McDonald: "I once heard Boone Porter describe the vision of the primary architects of the 1979 Book of Common Prayer. He said they had placed a number of 'land mines' in what we might call the implicit ecclesiology and missiology of the Book. Only a few of these land mines have appeared, since most of us use the current prayer book as if it were a supplement to the 1928 Prayer Book. In the same way, many of us used our personal computers as fancy typewriters, without discovering that they are completely new instruments. With joy, we can say that, in these Rites of Passage, a visionary group of folks have begun to live into the promise and power of a number of the currents of renewal that have been beckoning the church forward over the past 50 years."
To be fair, before we go any further, we must note that, in producing these rites, SCLM was responding to a call from the 2003 General Convention. But, in addition to the already-noted prayers for reaching puberty, dating relationships, and "godly expression of one's sexuality," the SCLM suggests new rites for a child's moving from a crib to a bed, becoming a big brother (or sister), beginning and ending a school year, "becoming a reader," learning to ride a bike, going away to camp, coping "when a friend moves away," obtaining a driver's license, reaching significant teenage birthdays (including "Quinceañera ( a girl's 15th birthday), Fiesta Clavel (a boy's 15th birthday) Sweet Sixteen, Debut or "Coming of Age"), graduating from high school, going to college, entering the work force, and moving from the family home.
During a proposed "Blessing of a Betrothal," the celebrant prays thus: "May God join together all the pieces of your lives into a fine and sturdy quilt to cover your days with grace. And may all who bless you be blessed!" For adults, the proposed new rites include prayers not just for release from prison and "the ending of a relationship" but for beginning (or ending) a job, earning a General Equivalency diploma, returning to a community of faith, surviving a tragedy, "healing after a divorce," "reclaiming health," taking on the care of older parents, and receiving a new name (such as "a woman after a divorce reclaiming the surname she was born with or a child taking the name of his adopted parents"). The service for a person taking a new name may, according to the Commission, "include such elements as ritual cleansing, confession, incense or smudging, singing, and drumming."
The old get their new rites, too: for retirement, for becoming a grandparent or great-grandparent, celebrating a significant wedding anniversary or birthday, and leaving home to go into care or to move to a smaller space. 
For the dead and their mourners, there are prayers for one week, one month, and one year after death; prayers when visiting the site of death, when coming home without the departed, when giving away the belongings of the deceased, and visiting the graveside.
There are also prayers for use by those who grieve a violent death. By way of coming attractions, in the fall of 2005, the SCLM considered a collection of prayers "that would respond to the pastoral needs of women and men who have experienced miscarriage, abortion, or other trauma in the childbearing or childbirth process." The Commission examined the drafts, and sent them back for revision.
A list of the titles of some of the draft prayers shows the spirit of these petitions: "Before a Difficult Decision," "After a Difficult Decision," "Following the Termination of Pregnancy," "For Unresolved Grief or Guilt," "on the Anniversary of an Abortion," "Of the Pregnant Woman's Parents," "Of the Pregnant Woman's Spouse or Partner," "For Help to Conceive or to Accept Infertility," "For Letting Go the Hope of Childbearing," and "Before Surgeries That Will Prevent Conception." This set of prayers is not dead, however; the SCLM plans to reconsider them in November 2006, and will "send liturgies out for informal trial use in the remainder of [the] triennium" before the 2009 convention.
Keep your eyes open; prayers for justified abortion and sanctified sterilization might come to a liberal parish near you. 

And, the Commission appears poised to follow a trail blazed by theater-style denominational mega-churches and the Techno-Cosmic Masses produced by California Episcopal priest Matthew Fox.
The SCLM has within it a committee that has spent the last three years studying and experiencing "multi-sensory worship" - which they describe as worship that includes "electronic/computer generated music, visual imagery projected on screens/monitors, and artistic expression in a variety of media."
At General Convention, the Multi-sensory committee seeks a $60,000 budget to spend the next three years developing more "multi-sensory resources," preparing "theological statements" to justify use of the new expressions, and training congregations in the new ways of worship. (Some ECUSA parishes are already "trained," in fact, reportedly offering "U2 Eucharists" - services featuring the music of the Irish rock band U2.)
The Multi-Sensory Committee pointed Blue Book readers to the worshipwell.org web page that offers "words of wisdom on everything from worship planning and guiding principles to inclusive language and multi-cultural liturgical development."
This "wisdom" includes many references to the parish of St. Gregory Nyssa in San Francisco - the "dancing parish" which offered a same-sex union service for former Utah Bishop Otis Charles and his partner in 2004.
Other advice from the worshipwell.org web page includes: "It's more important to do liturgy well than to do it right. Give yourself permission to experiment with liturgy-start by moving furniture! Re-arranging our worship spaces rearranges relationships and prayer life ... Good liturgy takes work.
True, the Book of Common Prayer and centuries of history and tradition structure the way we worship as community. But how can ministers and congregants make liturgy a vibrant, dynamic collaboration rather than rote ritual?" It appears that for this committee, "liturgical fidget" is not a disease, but a blessing.

Sources:
**Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music, General Convention 2006 proposals (section 16 of the Blue Book), http://www.episcopalarchives.org/e-archives/bluebook/16.html; 

**The Worship Well, "Wisdom," http://www.theworshipwell.org/wisdom.html 
On-line at http://www.challengeonline.org/modules/news/article.php?storyid=113 
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Introduction 

In 1939, Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union made a surprise alliance, agreeing not to attack each other, to hand over political prisoners and refugees wanted by the other side, and to divide Poland among themselves. This agreement led directly to World War II, and lasted until the Nazis invaded the Soviet Union in June 1941. Despite their supposed enmity, both the totalitarian right and the totalitarian left made common cause against their enemies, the democratic countries. In America and in Western Europe, the Communists did their best to undermine the resistance against the Nazis - until, with the invasion of the Soviet Union, the Reds became overnight zealots for the war against Hitler. 

Similar strange alliances are appearing now in the churches, as anti-Christian forces of the "right" and of the "left" unite against Christ and His teachings.  
Background - Who are the players? 

A. The United Religions Initiative (URI) is an interfaith movement founded in 1995 by William Swing, the bishop of the Episcopal Church's diocese in the San Francisco Bay Area. It has expanded worldwide, with over 200 chapters - the majority of which are outside the affluent nations of North America, Western Europe, and the Pacific Rim. 

The URI works closely with the United Nations, and it has received funding from many sources. Among them are wealthy donors (including foundations headed by George Soros and Bill Gates), a Federal agency (the United States Institute of Peace), and organizations (the Rudolf Steiner Foundation and the Lucis Trust World Service Fund) that promote various forms of Theosophy, an anti-Christian, New Age spiritual movement. 

The URI supports the Earth Charter, a radical environmental manifesto promoted by Mikhail Gorbachev. President Bush, a neo-conservative Republican, and Grey Davis, the embattled liberal Democratic governor of California, have both commended the interfaith work of the URI and Bishop Swing. 

URI leaders repeatedly equate evangelism to manipulative "proselytizing" and violence. As Bishop Swing has said, "In order for a United Religions to come about and for religions to pursue peace among each other, there will have to be a godly cease-fire, a temporary truce where the absolute exclusive claims of each will be honored, but an agreed-upon neutrality will be exercised in terms of proselytizing, condemning, murdering or dominating. These will not be tolerated in the United Religions zone" (1) - which evidently covers the whole world. 

URI leaders say "proselytizing" is the work of "fundamentalists," and Paul Chafee (who was then a URI board member) said at a URI forum in 1997, "We can't afford fundamentalists in a world this small." (2) If the URI vision prevails, Christian evangelism based on the unique, saving identity and acts of Christ would be ruled out. 

B. The Unification Church, founded by the Rev. Sun Myung Moon, is a worldwide movement founded in 1954; it promotes the idea that Moon and his wife are "the Messiah and True Parents of all humanity." (3) A follower of Moon's explains that since "Jesus could not fulfill his entire mission, Heavenly Father had to rebuild the foundation for True Parents, by sending the Third Adam, Sun Myung Moon. Rev. Moon fulfilled the mission of True Parents that Adam and Jesus had failed to fulfill. By uniting with Rev. and Mrs. Moon humanity can fulfill their purpose of creation and enter the Kingdom of Heaven both spiritually and physically." (4) 

The Unification Church was a staunch, hawkish opponent of Communism during the Cold War. It has endorsed Republicans in the US, and military rulers in Latin America. The Moonies own the Washington Times, a conservative paper in Washington DC, and Tiempos Del Mundo, a major paper based in Buenos Aires. (5) The Moonies create a bewildering array of front groups, each with its own acronym; several of these organizations promote interfaith dialogue. 

C. Archbishop George Augustus Stallings, Jr., head of Washington DC's Imani Temple, (a breakaway African American Catholic congregation), left the Catholic Church in 1989, accusing the Church of racism. (6) In May 2001, Stallings participated in a Moonie mass wedding - after asking Moon for a Japanese wife. (7) 
[Archbishop Milingo, formerly from Zambia, participated in the same wedding, but left his "wife" after he was threatened with excommunication and received an appeal from the Pope to return to the Church. (8)] 
  

Details - What are the players doing now? 

One of the Moonie front groups: The World Association of Non-Governmental Organizations (WANGO) gave an "Interreligious Cooperation Award" to Bishop Swing and the URI at an October 2002 banquet in Washington. The Rev. Sanford Garner, a retired Episcopal priest and a founding member of the URI in Washington D.C., accepted the award on behalf of Swing, and gave an acceptance speech that Swing himself had written. (9) 

The award has sparked bitter controversy within the URI. One URI activist expressed "horror and deep disappointment," describing the Unification Church as a cult that engages in "threats, brainwashing techniques, marriages to pre-arranged strangers," and lying to outsiders. Nevertheless, the URI board of directors stands behind its decision to accept the Moonies' award. Members of the Unification Church, and organizations aligned with it, have been active in the URI since 1997. (9) 

WANGO actively supports adoption of Gorbachev's Earth Charter. (10) Thus, the Moonies' entry into the URI appears to be part of a Unificationist effort to broaden the conservative image that they have had in the past, so as to appeal to the left as well as to the right. 
A different Moonie-founded organization: The American Clergy Leadership Conference (ACLC), is leading an effort to have Christian churches take down their crosses. ACLC's national chairman, Archbishop George Augustus Stallings, Jr., head of Washington DC's Imani Temple, said at a recent ACLC symposium, "The cross has served as a barrier in bringing about a true spirit of reconciliation between Jews and also between Muslims and Christians, and thus, we have sought to remove the cross from our Christian churches across America as a sign of our willingness to remove any barrier that stands in the way of us coming together as people of faith." Stallings added that "a history of religious intolerance, forced conversions, inquisitions and even racism as used by white supremacists" follows the cross through Christian history." (11) 

Another Moonie executive, the Rev. Phillip Schanker, agreed with Stallings. He said that "Jewish tradition does not recognize Christ as the savior, and Islamic teachings deny that it was Jesus who was crucified. Christians, Schanker said, need to consider those disparate beliefs and ask themselves if the symbolism of the cross is worth maintaining the divisions it allegedly creates. 'It's a matter of overcoming the religious arrogance, the religious chauvinism, the narrow-mindedness, the judgmentalism that often comes from insecurity,' Schanker said." (11) 
According to the report from Crosswalk, "Schanker accused those who disagree with the anti-cross movement of overreacting. 'I'm sure, for some narrow-minded Christians, it seems like we're undermining or denying the very foundations of Christian belief. Not at all; nobody is questioning the salvific role or Jesus' sacrificial position,' Schanker said. 'But we're recognizing from within New Testament understanding that Jesus transcended the cross. Let's not continue crucifying him. That's not where he is.'"(11) 

In this respect, Schanker is following the line set forth by Moon himself: "Actually we should bury the cross; it is a source of great pain to God. Jesus turned it into a victory but originally he was to be coronated [sic] King of Israel. Israel was to receive him and this must be restored. If you bury the cross a massive Resurrection centering on Jesus will occur." (12) 

The URI and the Moonies agree: Just deal with those "intolerant" Christians, and humanity will be on the way to peace. Better yet, convince the Christians to silence themselves, out of guilt for past abuses. 

Conclusion 

Strange religion is making strange bedfellows. (No novelist could make up this story!) What could unite the liberal, pro-feminist, egalitarian supporters of the United Religions with the right-wing, patriarchal, authoritarian Moonies? Only a common enemy: Christ.
  

Notes 
(1) Bishop William E. Swing, The Coming United Religions, United Religions Initiative and CoNexus Press, 1998; p. 31. 
(2) Transcribed by Lee Penn from URI-provided tape of URI forum at Grace Cathedral, held on 2/2/97. 
(3) Unification Church, "Who is Reverend Moon," http://www.unification.org/rev_mrs_moon.html 
(4) True Parents Organization, "Who are True Parents Page," http://www.tparents.org/Tp-WhoAre.htm 
(5) David V. Barrett, The New Believers: A Survey of Sects, 'Cults' and Alternative Religions, Cassell & Co., 2001, pp. 202-211 
(6) Ind-Movement.org, "Denominations: African American Catholic Congregation," http://www.ind-movement.org/denoms/aacc_imani.html 
(7) "Archbishops Wed in Moonie Wedding," Christianity Today weblog, week of May 28, 2001, http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2001/122/32.0.html 
(8) CBS News, "Breakin' Up Is Hard To Do," August 29, 2001, http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2001/08/07/world/main305331.shtml 
(9) Lee Penn, "'Moonie' Group's Award to Episcopal Bishop Troubles URI Interfaith Activists," The Christian Challenge, January/February 2003, p. 31 The sources used for that story are available on request. 
(10) WANGO, "History of WANGO: 2002, Beyond Boundaries," http://www.wango.org/about_WANGO/history_wango_2002.htm 
(11) Jeff Johnson, "Christian Churches Should Stop Using the Cross, Group Says," Crosswalk.com, August 2003, http://www.crosswalk.com/news/1216019.html 
(12) translation of speech by Moon, as given in early 2003, "The '2400' Cheon Il Guk Activity and Extension was victoriously completed," http://www.unification.net/news/2003/news20030301_1.html 
(13) The background information on the URI is from Lee Penn, "Don't Look Now But," The Christian Challenge, July 30, 2003, reprinted in Free Republic, http://freerepublic.com/focus/f-religion/956549/posts, and from a book-length analysis by Lee Penn of the United Religions Initiative and the New Age movement, to be published later this year by the Catholic Family and Human Rights Institute, a research organization that monitors international organizations' activities from a pro-life, Catholic perspective. 

http://www.leepenn.org/:

Lee Penn is a health care information systems consultant and a journalist. He received a BA cum laude from Harvard in 1976 and master's degrees in business and in public health from the University of California at Berkeley in 1986. Since then, he has worked in finance and health care information systems - mostly as a consultant, assisting hospitals, health maintenance organizations, and other health care providers with automation and business planning. He was elected to Phi Beta Kappa as an undergraduate, and is listed in Who's Who in America (56th-59th editions) and Who's Who in the World (20th-22nd editions). He is a member of the American College of Health Care Executives and the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE). 

As a journalist, he has written about the United Religions Initiative, cults, and the New Age movement since 1998, and has been published in various confessions' orthodox and conservative magazines.
Lee Penn was raised as an Episcopalian, but became atheist while in college. After a six-year detour into Marxism (as a member of the New American Movement, a "democratic-socialist" descendant of the Students for a Democratic Society), he returned to Christ in 1978. 
From 1979 to 1983, he was a member of a Methodist congregation in Oregon; from 1983 to 1995, he was an active member of the Episcopal Church in Bishop Swing's diocese, including serving on a San Francisco parish's Vestry, heading its Finance Committee, and participating in its Search Committee for a new rector in 1994. 

Lee Penn left the Episcopal Church in 1995 - pushed away by Bishop Swing's establishment of the United Religions Initiative, Swing's 1994 acceptance of Matthew Fox as an Episcopal priest, and the pro-abortion stance of the Episcopal Church. 
The last straw was when they started calling God "she" at Penn's Episcopal parish; by the next Sunday, Lee was seeking a new spiritual home, and began by worshiping at a Russian Orthodox parish. That year, he explored Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy - and was received into an Eastern Catholic parish that is in communion with Rome but worships, fasts, feasts, and prays in the Eastern Orthodox fashion. Lee's spiritual home since 1995 has been the Christian East. He says that his "history is evidence that God is merciful to sinners, and shows that the writer of 'Amazing Grace' was telling the truth."

Through this series of articles, Penn hopes to speak to a wide audience, to liberals as well as to conservatives, since the current and pending threats to liberty and to traditional religious belief come from both political extremes. 

Lee's major latest work is False Dawn*. Excerpts from the book will appear on this site, courtesy of Sophia Perennis, the book's publisher. He may be contacted at: leepenn1@gmail.com. 

*False Dawn -The United Religions Initiative, Globalism, and the Quest for a One-World Religion
http://falsedawn.us/ False Dawn (2004) can be accessed at http://www.leepenn.org/FalseDawn_np.pdf - Michael 
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The interfaith movement, which began with the 1893 World’s Parliament of Religions in Chicago, has grown worldwide. Although this movement has been largely unknown to the public, it now provides a spiritual face for globalization, the economic and political forces leading us all from nationalism to 'One World'. 

The most ambitious organization in today’s interfaith movement is the United Religions Initiative (URI), founded by William Swing, the Episcopal Bishop of California. Investigative reporter Lee Penn, a Catholic ex-Marxist, exhaustively documents the history and beliefs of the URI and its New Age and globalist allies, the vested interests that support these movements, and the direction they appear to be taking. The interfaith movement is no longer merely the province of a coterie of little-heeded religious idealists with grandiose visions. The URI’s proponents have ranged from billionaire George Soros to President George W. Bush, from the far-right Rev. Sun Myung Moon to the liberal Catholic theologian Hans Küng, and from the Dalai Lama to the leaders of government-approved Protestant churches in the People’s Republic of China. 

The interfaith movement, including the URI, is being promoted by globalist and New Age reformers who favor erosion of national sovereignty, marginalization of traditional religions, establishment of 'global governance', and creation of a new, Earth-based 'global spirituality' – in effect, a one-world religion. Therefore, the URI and the interfaith movement are poised to become the spiritual foundation of the New World Order: the 'new civilization' now proposed by Mikhail Gorbachev, the last leader of the Soviet Union. 

In The Reign of Quantity and the Signs of the Times, French metaphysician René Guénon spoke of the 'anti-tradition' (the forces of materialism and secular humanism) finally giving way to the 'counter-tradition' (the satanic inversion of true spirituality), leading to the regime of Antichrist. The 'anti-tradition' weakens and dissolves traditional spiritualities, after which the 'counter-tradition' sets up a counterfeit in their place. Since Guénon’s time, as is well known, anti-traditional forces have greatly advanced worldwide. It is less well-known that counter-traditional movements have also made great strides, and now stand closer to the centers of global political and religious power than ever before. The 'counter-tradition' is making inroads on the political and cultural Right, as much as it is doing on the Left. 

False Dawn painstakingly documents these trends, and speculates on their future development. In so doing, the author takes investigative reporting to the threshold of prophecy, and gives us a stunningly plausible picture of the global religious landscape of the 21st century. 

http://www.mgr.org/LeePennBio.html: 
As a journalist, he has written about the United Religions Initiative, cults, and the New Age movement since 1998, and has been published in various confessions' orthodox and conservative magazines:  

• The Christian Challenge (Anglican) — 19 by-lined stories from 1999 through 2004 on the URI, the New Age movement in the Episcopal Church, Anglican/Catholic relations, and pro-life issues. 

• Foundations (Anglican) — 2 articles on the URI: "The Globalism Blues" (September 1999) and "Amen, Swami: The URI Gets a Charter, But Not a Whole Lot Else" (August 2000). 

• HLI Reports (Human Life International, a Catholic pro-life organization) — "The Case Against the United Reli​gions Initiative," February 2001. 

• New Oxford Review (Catholic) — 4 feature stories between 1998 and 2000, including "The United Religions Initiative: A Bridge Back to Gnosticism" (December 1998) and “Beware! The New Age Movement is More Than Self-Indulgent Silliness” (July/August 2000). 
• The Journal of the Spiritual Counterfeits Project (SCP), a front-line Reformed/Evangelical Protestant ministry whose mission is "confronting the occult, the cults, and the New Age movement." He has had 10 feature articles in the Journal since 1999: a 4-part series on the URI, globalism, and the New Age movement, a science fiction story ("The World Church of 2017"), a 3-part series on the history and beliefs of mainstream and fringe Freemasonry, and - in 2004 - a 2-part series on the emerging police state. In addition, Penn co-authored "Neale Donald Walsch: Conversations with Myself " with Tal Brooke, the President of SCP. In 2004, this article won a "First Place" award in the "Critical Review" category from the Evangelical Press Association. (There were 500 contestants for this award.) 

• World Net Daily (secular conservative) — Co-author, with SCP’s Tal Brooke, of 2 articles in 2002: "How the State Confiscates Rights" (February 27, 2002) and "State Surveillance: Abolishing Freedom" (March 25, 2002).

• The Wanderer (Catholic) — Paul Likoudis’ "United Religious Initiative Launched in Pittsburgh" (July 6, 2000) quoted extensively from my articles, as did several "From the Mail" columns: "Unscrambling the Labyrinth" (July 8, 1999), "The Transforming Power of the Labyrinth" (March 1, 2001), "The Endless Labyrinth" (April 12, 2001), and "Mapping the Scandals" (June 6, 2002). 

• Touchstone (orthodox Christian, from all confessions) — "Midwives of a Common God: The Myriad Friends of the United Religions Initiative" (June 2000). 

• The Catholic Family and Human Rights Institute, which acts as a pro-life advocate to the UN and other inter​national bodies, published "The United Religions Initiative: An Organization Seeking to Undermine Traditional Religious Faith and Evangelization," in February 2005. 

With this book, Penn hopes to speak to a wider audience, to liberals as well as to conservatives, since the current and pending threats to liberty and to traditional religious belief come from both political extremes.  
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