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Introduction

Within the last 40 years Hinduism through an "innocent practising" of yoga has managed to bring its philosophy into all cities of the former Christian world. Simultaneously with Hinduism, there is also a mission of Buddhism spreading like an avalanche. This is supported mainly by films that propagate martial arts and Buddhist philosophies as a religion. There is no city in Europe and in the whole world where martial arts would not be practised and where this religious philosophy would not have penetrated. Another means of its propagation is Zen meditations. 

Who has a large share in this "jet-speed" and crushing mission of Hinduism and Buddhism and thereby also in a great apostasy from Christianity, is liberal theologians. By their false interpretation of the Council declaration Nostra aetate (NA) and by their uncritical openness they lost their Christian identity. They adopted and now spread a heretical teaching which consequently proclaims that Christ’s Church and pagan religions are in essence the same.

Forty years after the Council, it is necessary to stop and make a true diagnosis, a balance, and draw effective conclusions thereout. There is salvation or perdition of millions of human souls at stake here! Jesus is calling even today: "Repent, and believe in the Gospel." (Mark 1:15)

One of the most important duties for a priest, bishop, professor of theology, catechist, and religious superior in the Church is – to instruct the entrusted souls in faith. In his 45th short rule, St. Basil writes: "And if the one who was given a duty to instruct neglects it, one deserves a punishment of a murderer." (cf. Ezekiel 33:8)

We are sending this study to The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.

NOSTRA AETATE AFTER 40 YEARS (1965 – 2005)

Quotation: "The Catholic Church does not reject anything that is true and sacred in these religions (Hinduism, Buddhism, Lamaism…) It holds a genuine respect for this way of life and treatment, for these commandments and teachings, though differing a lot from what the Church itself believes and preaches, after all not unfrequently include that ray of truth which enlightens all people…" (art.1) 

These two sentences of the article are often quoted by those who are interested in an internal paralysation of the Church. A false interpretation of this inaccurately defined sentence has brought about a lot of confusion among Christians, many people have fallen away from the Church and many were prevented from preaching the full Gospel to the salvation of souls. 

The prophets of the Old Testament often compared idolatry to adultery. Now the Christians are asking: "What in particular is true and sacred in those religions?" Regrettably to say, they are not given an answer that would be in accordance with the Spirit of the Gospel. It is similar as if we would claim: "The Catholic Church does not denounce anything that is true and sacred about adultery." Probably anybody can imagine what moral disaster could follow. Indeed, opening oneself to paganism is spiritual adultery. And this is even more dangerous for one’s salvation than physical adultery. Paganism is a system of idolatry, and though we can find there some true and maybe even sacred elements, it still remains to be an idolatry, and hence a hindrance to salvation. God put sacred elements in human soul and these are abused by the system of paganism. We are then to have a respect e.g. for a Hinduist as a human being with conscience, good will; however on the other hand, we cannot agree with the system of false images and idolatric elements which darken his conscience and divert him from the true knowledge of God (John 17:3). (cf. DI 21, Redemptoris Missio 55) Therefore it is necessary today that this part of the NA Declaration be clarified correctly and in the spirit of the council and tradition.

a) Abuse of a genuine respect for other religions and its boundaries
Concerning the genuine respect, then by highlighting it one has given rise to admiration, fascination and loss of one’s own identity. Thus, unfortunately, the word "respect" was abused. In the same way they abused the expression "ray of truth". This ray has turned into a big light, but a false one, one that seduced many souls from the Church into perdition. If we so uncritically opened ourselves, first we are now to make a true repentance of having betrayed Christ and His Gospel. Then we are again to receive the living Christ and give Him all our life, so that He could be our only Lord and we could bring Him true disciples and not a kind of theologians who proclaim a false Christ and a false Gospel as it is nowadays. We are to accept a sound tradition, the tradition of the Fathers of the Church, the tradition of the saints. 
Only when we turn away from foreign gods and idolatry, which we let enter into the heart of the Church, we will be able to pick out those pieces of truth. 
But this will not be done by those who have already been picking out, neither by those who have the same spirit as pagans. This must be done by people living in holiness of life, ones that are able to discern what is a truth and what is a heresy, but never by theologians with the spirit of this world, who have abandoned the Holy Spirit – the Spirit of truth, or have not opened their hearts to Him at all.

A true respect must be specified. It must be related to love and truth. 

The truth is that pagans live "in the region and shadow of death" (Matthew 4:16). A true tolerance (respect) must not lead to an extreme admiration, fascination or to opening oneself uncritically to these or those particular doctrines or methods. Man with his corrupted nature is easily manipulated by sin and lie. One must be aware of this danger. 

Love for pagans is expressed through our prayers and through the good news of the Gospel preached to them in power as the only true way of salvation; not as a kind of way parallel with some others that do not lead to salvation, this would be a lie and betrayal in relation to Christ and His Gospel. 

b) The approach to pagan religions cannot be one-sided. 
Let us recall what Vatican Council II says about mission (Ad gentes decree, 7th December 1965):

"The Church in this world is missionary already by its very nature… God sent His Son in the flesh so that through Him He may deliver us from the power of darkness and satan (cf. Colossians 1:13)." (art.3)

"'He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.' (Mark 16:16) From this there stems an obligation for the Church to spread the faith and Christ’s salvation, from an explicit order which the episcopate has taken over from the apostles." (art.5)

"Every fragment of truth and grace that can be found with pagans…is purified by the Church from the admixtures of evil, and thus returned back to Christ as its author who uproots the rule of the devil and drives off any evil of sins…" (art.9)

A false spirit that had respect neither for the Scriptures nor for the Tradition of the Church, abused the Nostra aetate declaration. 

Card. J. Ratzinger writes: "Nowadays defending the real tradition of the Church means defending the Council. And it is our guilt, too, that we often provided an excuse in viewing Vatican Council II as a break-through, a '‘break' in tradition. In fact, there is a continuity … In the first place I would say there is no doubt that the Council had no desire to 'change' the faith, rather it wanted to express it in a more effective way. I would further say that a dialogue is possible only on the basis of a clear identity… What is needed is reforms and not conforming oneself to the world… A 'real' reform means desiring that all that is ours should, if possible, disappear for a more visible benefit of all that belongs to Christ. The saints were well-aware of this truth. Indeed, they reformed the Church in depth; however, this was in no case by inventing new structures, but by their reforming themselves… The thing inevitable for the Church to make it able to serve the needs of man at all times, is holiness, not a managership." 

Statements by Cardinal J. Ratzinger referring to animist (pagan) religions: "We should by all means avoid the romanticizing of the animist religions. Certainly there are 'grains' of truth in them, but in their real forms…the earth is left at the mercy of whatever kinds of spirits. Conciliatoriness and innocence of paganism rank among the many myths of our days…"
Though the Church represents the pillar of truth, many have already for a long time been silent upon these issues, often for fear of troubles and of persecution. However, one cannot disregard the deadly fruit that has been borne by this one-sided so-called genuine respect. It is necessary to point clearly at the other side, namely at the demonic nature of pagan religions. Paganism has on its conscience deaths of thousands of martyrs. Millions of people are being darkened the light of salvation, and they are rushing to destruction. Now being silent upon this would be the biggest crime, bigger than dropping the atom bomb on Hiroshima. 

Lord, give us the spirit of repentance and testimony!

THE FRUIT OF MISINTERPRETATION OF NOSTRA AETATE

A Catholic sister in a Buddhist monastery

Maria Magdalena Mare, a religious sister of the Order of St. Ursula, was working in Thailand for 23 years as a missionary. A general "ecumenical" mentality inspired the sister and she decided to spend a month in a Buddhist monastery. The very first day she got acquainted with a ritual which is unconditionally required when entering the temple – to stop and bow down before the statue of Buddha. When entering the Buddhist monastery, she presented the nun Kchun-Charin, who held a leading position, with a bouquet saying: "I am coming to subject myself to you." Sister Maria M. finds as most important what she has achieved amidst the Buddhist nuns – "enlightenment". This experience and this statement are really the height of loss of a sound Christian consciousness! This is a loss of one’s identity in Christ. What kind of enlightenment? By whom? In reality, this is apostasy. The devil transforms himself into an angel of light (cf. 2 Corinthians 11:14).

Fatima (from the journal Fatima Crusader, summer 2004)

In October 2003, Father Arul Irudayen, Rector of Our Lady’s holy Shrine of Vailankanni in India, boasted that Hindus now perform their pagan rites inside the Shrine church. 
With the same purpose, in February 2004, Buddhists were allowed into the sanctuary at St. Adalbert’s Basilica in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
This cancer has now infected even Our Lady of Fatima’s holy Shrine in Fatima, Portugal (precisely where She appeared six times). On May 5, 2004 a pagan Hindu ritual held at Fatima with an approval of the Bishop of Fatima and the Rector.

The Bishop of Fatima’s approach to the problem was: "We do not want to be fundamentalists." And in proof of his words he let himself be decorated with a Hindu shawl with citations from the Hindu 'sacred book' Bhagavadgita. Other bishops of Portugal keep silent or remain in connivance. And this apostasy continues to take place due to this very silence, connivance and promotion of weak or misguided shepherds. Guerra defends himself by his wrong interpretation of the words of the Council (Vatican Council II) – all in the name of interreligious dialogue. 

Some information from the press (year 2004):

London: "For many Western people, especially for women, it has become quite normal to learn Buddhistic songs in a course of meditation, to hear something about the old Hindu wisdom in a yoga course, to light up a candle used for aromatic therapy, or to recite a prayer  to a nameless god when they return back home."
During their holiday in Mexico in 2001, Cherie and Tony Blair underwent a ritual of rebirth originating from the Indian tribe of Mayas. 

Paganism is the most rapidly spreading religion in Canada: 21,080 of its inhabitants confess to be pagans. Inar Hansen, a vice-president of the Student Pagan Club, claims that on the western coast of Canada there are ten thousands of practising pagans. 

According to the information by the Associated Press from November 2003, Denmark announced that members of the group worshipping gods Thor, Odin and other northern pagan gods will be licensed to administer legal marriages.

A missionary congregation of Xavierians in Italy

Fathers Xavierians, spiritual sons of St. Francis Xavier, are missionaries. They have their mission in all continents. They published a book with biographies of about 25 missionaries, candidates for beatification. These are missionaries of different ages – both young and old – who died as martyrs for Christ and His Gospel which they brought to souls that by that time had heard nothing of the true faith. They died at various places in Japan, China, India, Africa, Brazil, South and Latin America. Last of them laid down their lives for Jesus in 1945. But now these missionaries are not dying for Christ as martyrs. There can be two reasons: either their mission territory turned entirely to Christ, or the missionaries exchanged the spirit of zealousness and thirst after God’s glory and salvation of souls for the spirit of tolerance and “respect” for other religions. Regrettably to say, the latter has been the case. 

In summer 2001, the newspaper published by Xavierian fathers in Italy brought a testimony by a priest who worked as a missionary in the Far East for about 40 years, then returned back with Tibetan monks and started a common life with them. They meditated together. (This priest also organized a meeting of five Tibetan monks with the Holy Father John Paul II)

The roles thus have been changed – Xavierians brought Buddhist monks from Tibet to Europe, Italy in particular. Here they established about eight centres where they are carrying out recollections for all age categories, but most often for youth. In the course of recollection the participants are first read out something from the Gospel and immediately after something from Tibetan books, and then a collective meditation on the texts follows.

Owing to a liberal attitude, the mission shifted from the Far East to Europe, but it is no longer carried out by Xavierian fathers, however by Tibetan monks! 
In one village in Moravia a woman came to the parish-priest and told him that she had already understood she could kill hens no more because one of them could be her sister. For she read in books about reincarnation and even talked with other women who had attended some courses and lectures on higher spirituality. The priest asked her: "What did your husband say to this?” She replied: "He pulled a grin and said: 'My dear, I have been observing for some time that you really have a hen’s brain!'"
RELATIVISM

The substance of religious relativism can be summarized in two points:

a) The Holy Scripture (The Old and the New Testaments) is not accepted as an objective and thus nor as a normative truth revealed by God. 

b) Human reason is denied an opportunity for objective knowledge. This is agnosticism. 

An illustrative example of relativism is e.g. the theological studies of a well-known Czech religionist Fr. Prof. T. Halík. In one of his studies Prof. Halík deals with a question if all religions are in essence the same and equally valuable. The response of Prof. T.H. to this question is: "I can give three different answers and insist on all of them: NO, I DO NOT KNOW, MAYBE!"
1) "My answer is NO if one claims that 'religions are in essence the same': this assertion I radically negate as a religionist who, when studying religions more closely, can see a number of differences."
This answer is not an answer to the substance of the question. The great number of differences is not of a crucial importance here. What is necessary is to highlight the substance, this substance being the salvation in Jesus’ name only.

Christian religion is revealed by God, has the fullness of truth necessary to salvation, and is supernatural.

Natural religion, e.g. Hinduism, is a mere figment of human psychology and philosophy. It does not have a supernatural dimension. 

2) Prof. H. continues: "To the question whether all religions are equally valuable I have to answer sincerely: I DO NOT KNOW – and with all my being I do not trust the people who make themselves seem that they know it, may their reply even be a definite yes or no. For, in fact, this is a question that can be put only to God; no man knows 'all religions' so much that he could adequately compare and evaluate them."
Here we can see an unfairness of dialogue (relativism). The answer is fleeing from the substance, from solving the main problem. This results in a confusion brought about by differently put assertions, which then give an impression of a trueness and of an objective view. 

It is strange not to know that God has already answered this question a long time ago. And not to know how God has answered it is not a sign of objectivity, rather an ignorance of the Word of God. Setting a lack of knowledge as if it were wisdom and thereby excluding a possibility for a correct answer results in the truth being knocked down. 

What is the essence of the problem? The teaching of the Church is this: "Christ is the true God and the true man, the only Saviour. There is salvation in no one else (Acts 4:12). The Church is a mysterious body of Christ, the source of the revealed truth given for one’s salvation." Thereby it is different from pagan religions. In these there is no salvation attainable, they are only a load of human speculations which obstruct rather than lead to God. Through Paul the Apostle God reveals to us: "What pagans sacrifice, they do not sacrifice to God but to idols (demons)" (1 Corinthians 10:20). We worship God and sacrifice to Him, but pagans serve and worship demons. So, here is the substance of the revealed religion: a service to God; and this is different from the substance of pagan religions, which is a service to demons, though many times unconscious. And this is not one and the same thing, as well as salvation or perdition, life or death are also not one and the same thing. And the Catholic Church further teaches: "As far as the way how individual non-Christians obtain God’s saving mercy, is concerned, then this mercy is always given through Christ and lies in a mysterious relation to the Church." (Declaration Dominus Iesus (DI) 21)

If a believer unambiguously confesses the truths that Christ revealed to us, then Prof. H., as seen from his answer, "does not trust such people with all his being" and he continues: 

3) "However, there exists a situation in which I can, and to a certain extent I must, when questioning the trueness and value of different religions, answer 'MAYBE'. It is when I enter into a dialogue with believers of other religions – then I must admit a trueness of the faith of the other at least as a possibility… In short, if I want to have a true dialogue, I have to put aside the conviction that I am the exclusive proprietor of the whole Truth." 

What does this "maybe" mean? If we use this question to compare various pagan religions among themselves, then we can nod that maybe they are equal, we simply do not know it and do not need to know it, either. For Christ’s Church, God’s people, who passed from pagan darkness into light and from death into life, it is not worth while raising a question whether light and darkness, or Divine truths and demonic lie, or life and death are one and the same thing. Such an approach is senseless and degrading. Paul the Apostle calls: "I know whom I have believed and I am persuaded" (2 Timothy 1:12). To us such questions are as if we were to solve that 1+1 is not two but maybe eleven, or that white is maybe black. 

Prof. H. explains his "maybe" in a situation of dialogue. Yet, we have to remind that a dialogue has certain rules. One cannot darken and not differentiate the natural and supernatural level where different presuppositions and regularities are valid. Supposing that the dialogue is between a Buddhist and a Hinduist, then the rules given above may be valid. They are but not valid when I as a Christian believer enter into a dialogue about faith in God and about salvation with a Buddhist or a Hinduist. First I must realize here that God as confessed by Christians is not confessed by them. They do not accept God as Absolute, Perfect, Holy and Three-Personed. They have numbers of gods with small 'g'. The conception of "salvation" they see in a self-salvation and therefore they need no Saviour. Their so-called salvation allegedly happens through laws of karma and through reincarnation, when man allegedly reincarnates to other people or even to animals. Our salvation is in Christ who, though being one nature with Father, became man, died for our sins, raised up from the dead and now is in glory. The condition for me to also be with Him in the eternal glory of a new life is to believe in the love of God and turn from unbelief to a saving faith. This is the first precondition of an interreligious dialogue – to know fully my identity in Christ. The second rule for me is to know the cunningness and demonic nature of the teaching of Hinduism and Buddhism, and not to open myself naively to that spirit through some false respect or fascination. Furthermore, there is a principle of dialogue: to distinguish the person and the truth. "However, the equality, which is a precondition of dialogue, is related to an equal personal dignity of the partners, never to the content of the teachings and still less to Jesus Christ, the Son of God coming in the flesh, when comparing Him with founders of other religions." (DI 22) In the answer by Prof. H. there are different norms of dialogue for Christians:

a) "I have to admit a trueness of the faith of the other" (a Hinduist). However, a Hinduist, who regards a cow as a goddess and animals as gods, he does not have the trueness of the saving faith. 

b) "I have to admit that I am wrong." Yes, I may be wrong in some partial assertion, but Christ whose truths I have received and now proclaim, He cannot be wrong. Then I would make God a liar. 

c) "I have to put aside my personal conviction that I am the exclusive proprietor of the whole Truth." But what does it mean in particular? Thus I would actually have to cast doubt upon the truth of salvation revealed by God, which is contained in the Word of God and which I have received. I would have to cast doubt upon my identity, my unity with Christ in the Holy Spirit. Such an approach would be an apostasy, not a dialogue. 

The teaching of the Church is: "It contradicts to the Catholic faith to consider the Church as one of the ways of salvation among other (pagan) religions… It is not possible to confess these religions to have a divine origin… Their rites, especially when based on superstition practices or other heresies (cf. 1 Corinthians 10:20-21), are rather an obstruction to salvation." (DI 21)  

Is mission needful?! 

According to some theologians, who put pagan religions on an equal level with Christianity, it is a logical consequence that a mission is useless, if not harmful. Prof. H. even pronounces it: "A mission should never be a proselytism, winning over believers… Hunting people who are rooted in their religions, e.g. Jewish believers or Moslems (Hinduists, Buddhists), seems incorrect to me."
Following this opinion, missionaries should rather be just cultural or social workers.

Prof. H. continues: "Since the Catholic Church has, thank God, in silence renounced the pervert statement: 'There is no salvation outside the Church', and confesses also through the mouth of the Council and the Pope John Paul II that the genuinely believing of other religions can be saved, then it is necessary to draw practical conclusions from this."
Response: The Church has renounced this statement neither through the mouth of the Council nor through the mouth of the Pope. The response is:

1) Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC 846-848): "All salvation comes from Christ the Head through the Church which is His Body: … the Church, a pilgrim now on earth, is necessary for salvation: the one Christ is the mediator and the way of salvation; He is present to us in His Body which is the Church. He Himself explicitly asserted the necessity of faith and Baptism, and thereby affirmed at the same time the necessity of the Church… Hence they could not be saved who, knowing that…, would refuse either to enter it or remain in it. This affirmation is not aimed at those who, through no fault of their own, do not know Christ and His Church … the Church still has the obligation and also the sacred right to evangelize all men."
2) In a similar way it is completed and emphasized by Cardinal J. Ratzinger: "The early teaching of the Church says that each man is called to salvation and may indeed be saved if he genuinely listens to the voice of his conscience, even though visibly he does not belong to the Catholic Church. However, this teaching, which (I repeat) is beyond discussion, has after the Council been exaggerated in an extreme form with a contribution of a theory e.g. of 'an anonymous Christianity'. Finally it has been (falsely) proclaimed that grace is always given, even when one believes in no religion or is not related to any. (It is said to be enough when only) one accepts himself as a human being. This is (as viewed by modern theologians) all that is needed… Hand in hand with a uselessness of baptism, one began to overestimate the values of non-Christian (pagan) religions in which many theologians saw not some extraordinary but ordinary ways to salvation… Such hypotheses, of course, have led to an extinction of the missionary spirit."
YOGA, TRANSCENDENTAL MEDITATION (TM), NEW AGE MOVEMENT

YOGA

Yoga is a hidden trap of the Hinduist religion. Many wanted to use the system of yoga for a spiritual recovery of Christianity through reintroducing a contemplation and Christian meditation. Unfortunately, after many years during which yoga already bore its fruit of destruction we have come to a painful experience that yoga is not so innocent and that it is by no means easy to separate it from the whole complex to which it is firmly connected. This complex is represented by Hinduism and nowadays also by the New Age movement which promotes a new joint religion based on Hinduism and does not deny its intention to destroy Christianity.    

Mother Basilea Schlink writes: "The goal of classic yoga is to discover one’s 'true Self'. Yoga believes that nature in itself and especially that of a man is in its core good and valuable. All yogis believe in themselves as in a god or a portion of godhood.  From this perspective, yoga in its essence is a way of self-redemption. In reality, it trains the sinful 'Self' of the old man in egoism. A student of yoga is really centred on nothing else but himself. He turns around himself as in a circle and gradually becomes unable to build healthy relationships. This seeming redemption which is being realized through the occult powers of universe is a delusion. Behind each flowing power (of the universe) there is a spiritual figure, a god. The question but is what kind of god? Jesus says that He, as the Son of God, comes from above. However, there is also the enemy of God, which comes from below (cf. John 8:23). He and his powers also flow into a man and can even bestow certain faculties on him.  Where then do the powers that through Hindu yoga flow into its students come from, and who are the students united to when they reach the goal of the yoga exercises (which is to become a demigod, a superman)? They are the powers of the Hindu universal spirit Brahman (demon), which is only logical because the yogis live in a Hindu tradition… When the yogis open themselves up to the powers of darkness, it can never bring them redemption, deliverance, or harmony which their doctrine presents. Satan is a destroyer of all happiness, joy and harmony and of all that is good. He stands behind all idols, gods, and all dark Hindu doctrines. Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil and the darkness (cf. 1 John 3:8). He is the Lord and the Winner over Satan and all his demons. Whoever intensely practises yoga, inevitably, though unnoticedly, falls more and more under the influence of Satan. Through the flowing powers of the universe that are nothing else but the powers of pagan gods, he exposes himself to a danger of becoming dominated by the power coming from below, may he even believe to be practising a 'Christian yoga'. In the end the student of yoga exchanges Jesus’ kingdom of light for the kingdom of darkness, which he will notice only after it is too late… If a Christian considers practising yoga, he must make a choice: Christ or Belial. It is not possible to combine yoga with Christian beliefs! The same applies to Zen, a Japan teaching which is a counterpart of yoga."
Prem-yoga

Chiara Lubich, the founder of the Focolare movement, received during her journeys several degrees of honour from Hinduists and Buddhists as a gesture of unity. In sign of this unity she meditated with them, and then pronounced that she had experienced spiritual vibrations. She said about her decision to establish a yoga of love – prеm-yoga (foco-yoga). Fr. Jacques Verlinde, who passed a long way (10 years) through oriental religious systems, likewise opened to these spiritual vibrations. After his conversion he repented and underwent exorcism. He testifies: "Love calls for two persons: God and His small creature… In Hinduism god is not a person but only some kind of vibration!" In case this "vibratile spirit", which Chiara Lubich received, has penetrated into the whole Focolare movement which she founded and leads, then it is necessary to publicly repent of it! If love and unity are compatible with yoga, then it can neither be the love – Jesus, nor can it be the unity He was praying for before His death. On such spiritual foundation as the Focolare movement presents, the Word of God turns into a mere catchphrase and is not a "word of life". 
As to the above-mentioned, we can quote words of Cardinal J. Ratzinger: "The more we understand the holiness of God, the more we understand the opposite of holiness that is the tempting masks of the devil. Jesus Christ is the best example of it:  in front of Jesus’ unique holiness Satan could not hide and always had to reveal himself. In this respect, a loss of the sense of the demonic proves a parallel decline of holiness… The devil thus finds himself quite in his sphere, and may act in anonymity until he is disclosed by the light of man united with God."
Transcendental meditation (TM) 

Transcendental meditation undoubtedly emanates from Hindu teachings. God is seen as impersonal, life is a circle, a newborn man can reach perfection by himself, sin can be overcome by meditations, and Jesus Christ was not the Saviour of the world nor the Son of God but only a prophet. This pack of lies stems from Hinduism. TM is a form of yoga introduced by guru Devi and developed and worked over by his follower Maharishi Mahesh Yoga. Anyone who desires to take up TM must first go through an initiation rite during which the spirits of guru Devi and Hindu deities are invoked to help. This is a basic element common with spiritism. During the initiation rite a follower receives a so-called "mantra" from his master. Prof. Codler, an expert on Indian studies, states: "The mantra is a magic word or a magic formula. It is often a name of a pagan god or a spirit unknown to the initiate. Here we can see quite a clear link to the magic."
By its methods TM seeks to expand one’s consciousness in order to obtain cosmic godly consciousness. Just like other forms of yoga, TM is intended to bestow paranormal skills.  And here arises the question:  What are these skills used for and who stands behind them? These skills do not lead to a growth of the kingdom of God, they do not lead to the salvation of an immortal soul from eternal perdition nor do they lead to personal holiness based on humility, but to the loss of Christ and His salvation. One guru writes: "TM is Hinduism with sugar frosting on the top of it. Its sheer religious nature is cleverly hidden behind a mask of scientifically sounding words intended to trap a man from the Western world." Apart from meditation, one is to worship a godlike Master (not the Lord Jesus Christ).  This is a clear idolatry! 

A Christian physician, Manfred Heide, writes that in many people practising the meditation these meditations cause serious mental problems like insomnia, fear, concentration disorders, feelings of isolation, depression, emotionalism, and physical problems. More than 70% of the people that had taken up meditations said that the meditation was the reason of their mental troubles. In practising TM, one may notice a violation of personal identity. The reasoning ability of the meditating person gradually falls into the service of this ideology. The memory functions are evidently reduced. Often hallucinations occur. TM is not only a path to apostasy from Christ, but also to the loss of one’s health! 

THE NEW AGE MOVEMENT
"The New Age movement is spreading like an avalanche all over the world. In 1988 in Germany it had 500,000 members and many supporters and collaborators. The movement consists of many thousands of organizations, which are spinning the whole world with this web. Its most important objective and the secret of its 'unity in diversity' lies in the establishment of a new world order characterized by a group consciousness, cooperation and interaction. The basis of this system is a belief in a kind of 'internal reign' over our planet, executed by hierarchical spiritual beings, allegedly 'masters of wisdom' who, in fact, are demoniac principalities. The New Age comprises a synthesis of oriental religions, gnosis and spiritism, based on esoteric (secret) teachings mediated by demons. It is therefore understandable that one can find here every kind of occultism, soothsaying, astrology, hypnosis, yoga, psychotronics, as well as a revived belief in witches and magicians, reincarnation, Germanic mysticism and pantheistic conceptions. There is no place for God of the Bible in this new world order. His position has been taken by Lucifer – Light Bearer. A driving force of this movement is the ancient desire to be like God (cf. Genesis 3:5), to be equal to the Highest One, to be invoked instead of God.  

Naturally, one of the means used for this purpose is music, an easy way how to influence the crowds. To achieve the objective pursued, the existing way of thinking must be changed. Rational thinking has to make way for synthetic and intuitive thinking, which is not based on facts known by reason. It is a plan for the establishment of a new world order, new world rule and new religion. A false Christ (Maitreya) shall appear. Under his rule, a system of a total world control shall be introduced, for only who has all the vitally important fields in his hands and controls them, can overrule the world. To be permitted to make a business or a trade, every citizen will be assigned his own number which he is going to use for each transaction, even for small purchases. Sooner than Maitreya would appear, a majority of the population must be in contact with the spiritual leaders, to be ready to receive their messiah. Maitreya shall introduce a new world religion and unless Jews and Christians cooperate, they shall be in danger of being persecuted and exterminated… Having revealed the substance of the New Age, we must now draw consequences before it is too late." (Mother Basilea Schlink)

The Lord says: "What fault did your fathers find in Me, that they strayed from Me? They followed worthless idols and became worthless themselves." (Jeremiah 2:5). "The priests did not ask, 'Where is the Lord?' Those who deal with the law did not know Me, the leaders rebelled against Me, the prophets prophesied by Baal, following worthless idols." (v.8)

Concerning the New Age movement, Card. J. Ratzinger says: "When visiting Catholic bookshops in Latin America, I noticed that spiritual tracts of the past were substituted there (and not only there) by loads of psychoanalytical guides. Sound theology gave way to psychology, if possible to the most popular one. Furthermore, fascination by all the oriental, or all that is considered to be oriental, has become almost irresistible: in many religious houses (male as well as female) the cross was substituted by the symbols of Asian religious tradition. At some places even the former liturgic rites disappeared and instead of them yoga and Zen Buddhist practices were introduced!" (Brixen 1984)

In his pastoral letter "Christ or Aquarius" Cardinal G. Danneels points out four pillars of the New Age (an ostensible scientific basis, religious teachings of Orient, new psychologies, occultism). Similarly and competently the New Age is spoken about in the encyclical Jesus Christ – the Bearer of Living Water (Rome, February 3, 2003). 

Briefly as to the New Age: Where the true conversion is not preached, where sin is not called a sin but just a failure, frustration, non-acceptance etc., there the Holy Spirit does not work because the Holy Spirit convicts of the sin (cf. John 16:8) and likewise Jesus as the only and personal Saviour is excluded there. 

Then various psychologies, philosophies and theologies are just an outer façade of rotten and corpse-like Christianity. It is necessary to realize that natural religion is a religion of the old self, which is paganism, and that is the spirituality of the New Age.

The spirit of the New Age always was and is present in a lukewarm Christianity and that in the Catholic, Protestant as well as Orthodox one. Only the one who experienced real conversion and who is willing to receive Lord Jesus Christ and His Gospel without exceptions, only the one separated himself from the old-new spirituality of the New Age.  

THE FOCOLARE MOVEMENT
1. Unity and love on the New Age basis
Chiara Lubich receives the Rotary award of the Tridentine Alto Adige Südtirol 2001. The commentary mentions: "During her life Chiara L. helped reveal love, she was supporting solidarity and dialogue between nations and different religions, all that being elements corresponding with the ideals of Rotarians." 

A Rotary representative Mr. Mattarolo says: "We have similar aims, though we in a non-confessional context… we also want unity." (New City 9/2001)

The Rotary Club is closely related with Freemasons who are carrying out their secret operations even inside the Church to its liquidation. If the Rotary gives Chiara its award and she receives it without shame, then there arises a question: What kind of love is it and what kind of solidarity which is propagated by the Focolare and at the same time corresponds with Rotarian ideals? Rotarians have the ideals and spirit of the New Age and are in a close relation with Masons. We ask next: Which are those similar aims and what kind of unity is it that the Focolare movement and this strange organization have in common? Jesus prayed for His disciples  that they all may be one as He is one with the Father; that the world may believe, not in some deity or vibrations, but in Jesus as the Only Saviour (cf. John 17:21). It must be clear to everyone that this unity is diametrically different from the unity of Rotarians and Focolarines. Unity may be created by anyone and with anywhom, even Judas made unity. But with whom? With the murderers of Christ. The very fact from whom Chiara is receiving awards, shows whom she serves and with whom she makes spiritual unity – with enemies of Christ and His Church. It is similar as if a doctor took rewards from the undertaker’s for a great number of the dead, appreciating that he and the undertaker’s create an inseparable unity.

2. Syncretism of the Focolare movement

The Focolare journal "New City" 10/2002 states: "14th June. In the entrance hall of the Mariapoli Centre there is an unusual notice hanging: Bhakti, way of love. Unity with God and universal brotherhood of Hinduism and Christianity." Another article mentions that Chiara received several doctorates of honour from Hinduists and Buddhists whereat she was also speaking about a so-called unity and so-called love. What are we to say as to the real love and unity with God? This is clearly expressed in the First Commandment: "I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the house of slavery… you shall have no other gods...” (Deuteronomy 5:6-10) "Hear, O Israel! The Lord is your God, the Lord is one! And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might…" (Deuteronomy 6:4-9) "You shall not follow other gods, any of the gods of the peoples who surround you, for the Lord your God in the midst of you is a jealous God; otherwise the anger of the Lord your God will be kindled against you and He will wipe you of the face of the earth." (Deuteronomy 6:14-15)

Hinduism does not have one Highest God. They have a plenty of gods with small g (demons). What kind of god or deity is it with which Christianity, as Focolare proposes, is to make universal brotherhood, and what actually does this mean? This notice as well as the whole article reveal that there is a confusion in terms, that Christian terms are given a completely different content.  We are asking how it is possible that in the Catholic Church there are more than 300 Focolare bishops and a few cardinals and they do not react upon the heretical tendency of Focolare and upon the offence which the founder is giving. Thus we will soon have to give the truth to sects which claim that Catholic Church is a harlot of antichrist and a Babylon from which one should escape as soon as possible. 

Many of those who left the Focolare give shocking testimonies. The ex-members of this movement studied the analysis by G.A. Galanti Ph.D. who investigated into the Moon’s sect, a so-called Unification Church (Church of unity), and in their study they came to a conclusion that over 10 different techniques  of a so-called 'brainwashing' are used not only by the Moon’s sect but also by the Focolare movement. These techniques have been described by R.J. Lifton in his book "Study of Brainwashing". 

In Focolare one comes across a confusion of terms, confusion of truth, confusion of spirit, it has a different gospel, a different spirit and different Christ. It is necessary to critically tear off masks and point at a dreadful nakedness and monstrosity. False love and unity cause that the sin is not called as a sin and truth as a truth, and then Jesus cannot be the only and exclusive Saviour and the only Way. The spirit which is behind the Focolare is not the spirit of truth and repentance, so it is not the Spirit of God. Here we have to do with a hidden and false system and spirit of the New Age inside the Catholic Church. 
a) Prem-yoga

Chiara L. has established a so-called prem-yoga, which is a fruit of the spiritual syncretism of the Focolare movement. This is internal apostasy from the Spirit of Christ, this is a loss of Christian identity, this is idolatry. Moreover, it is a public offence to the whole Church. All that is a shame and betrayal to Christ is nowadays considered to be an honour. Chiara is tolerated, and even admired for her unity with those who are crucifying Christ and liquidating His Church. 

b) Syncretism

The pernicious syncretism, which is publicly promoted by the Focolare movement, is not a mission, but an anti-mission which receives the spirit of paganism instead of bringing in the Spirit of Christ. This is a betrayal of mission, this is a betrayal of Christ, this is a betrayal of apostolic and Catholic tradition, and this is a betrayal of Catholic teaching. This syncretism is a sin against the Holy Spirit. 

c) Rotary award 

If someone approves the Rotary award and doctorates of honour conferred by the enemies of Christ and His Church, and does not see a Judas reward in it, then he is either blind or he likewise has the spirit of Judas.
CONCLUSION: WHAT WE ARE POINTING HERE OUT IS EITHER TRUE AND THEN IT IS NECESSARY TO BEGIN A RESPONSIBLE AND OPERATIVE TREATMENT OF THIS PERNICIOUS TUMOUR IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, OR WE ARE LIARS SLANDERING A HOLY MOVEMENT AND A HOLY FOUNDER. THEN LET US BE BROUGHT BEFORE THE SUPREME CHURCH COURT FOR A TRIAL. THERE LET IT BE PROVED THAT WHAT WE ARE WRITING IS NOT TRUE, AND WE MAY BE PUNISHED. THEN LET THIS COVERT HERESY AND THIS COVERT SPIRIT OF THE NEW AGE INSIDE THE CHURCH BE JUSTIFIED IN PUBLIC. YET, THE TACTICS OF THE FOCOLARE IS TO DISGUISE AND ESCAPE FROM A DIRECT CONFRONTATION WITH THE TRUTH, AND TO PUT WITNESSES OUT OF THE WAY BY MEANS OF PHRASES AND HALF-TRUTHS. IN THIS HIDDEN FIGHT THE RESPONSIBILITY FALLS UPON EVERY BISHOP OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, THAT IN HIS DIOCESE HE SHOULD WARN AGAINST THIS HIDDEN AND CRAFTY HERESY AND AGAINST THIS CUNNING SPIRIT OF THE NEW AGE.

Let every bishop think over Jesus’ words addressed not only to the bishop of Thyatira: "But I have this against you that you tolerate the woman JEZEBEL, who calls herself a prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants to practise (spiritual) immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols. I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent of her (spiritual) immorality. Behold, I will throw her on a sickbed, and those who commit adultery (idolatry) with her I will throw into great tribulation, unless they repent of her doings; and I will strike her children dead. And all the churches shall know that I am He who searches mind and heart, and I will give to each of you as your works deserve." (Revelation 2:20-23)

THE FRUIT OF ORIENTAL MEDITATIONS

Fr. Jacques Verlinde worked as a nuclear chemist. When in 1968 Maharishi Mahesh Yoga crossed his way, his life got changed all the way through. He followed his guru first to Spain, later to India. In 1971–1974 he was soaking up the teachings of great Hindu masters as a sponge; he practised yoga and other techniques promising to attain divinity and perfection. He spent whole months in meditation, almost without food and sleep. He experienced "samadhi", a full unification with himself, as a fascination, but not as happiness at all. Behind all this he felt an "immense emptiness". 
After his conversion he recalls: "Who step by step starts going this way, practising a little bit of yoga, a little bit of spiritualism, 'playing with' occultism, letting himself be initiated into esoterics, is drop by drop receiving a poison into himself. We also must not forget that the Indian mantras which a person receives during the consecration ceremony, contain the names of divinities. It is therefore not possible to carry out the transcendental meditation in a neutral way. If I translated to you the texts from Sanskrit, which are repeated in mantras over and over again, you would see that they mean: 'I am falling down before this or that divinity and invoking it'. How can I as a Christian, who is to invoke Christ only, repeat words with this meaning for half an hour? This is nothing else than a pure idolatry, even when it is done unconsciously. In addition, during the rite of initiation, in the name of the divinity, the initiate receives a set of objects connected with a deep symbolism. By means of these symbols man submits himself to the divinities. Therefore, with all earnestness I want to warn against any attempts to introduce yoga practices, mantra or other oriental rites into the Christian environment. Someone may object now that I am intolerant. However, due to my personal experience I cannot speak otherwise. I admit, my experience was an extreme one. But that is actually its advantage: it helps open one’s eyes. Whoever is trying yoga, though only a little, does not realize the danger of taking a way the end of which he would not want to reach. 

It is impossible to practise these techniques which lead to a coalescence and make us become media of cosmic powers, and remain undisturbed. For these techniques are highly efficient, be it in small or big doses. Their efficiency consists in the fact that they manage to open a person and turn him or her into a medium. In consequence of this, sooner or later, this person becomes a victim of such entities with which he or she would better have nothing in common. Many consider this warning exaggerated, but every day I am again and again confirmed in this truth in my spiritual direction of young people who incline to those attempts. This inclination is connected with trivializing the techniques and occult practices within the New Age. This integrates Hindu techniques, Chinese religiosity, but also occult practices (from magnetism up to channeling). In addition, all this is intertwined with methods of alternative medicine and some introductory practices of esoteric schools. Everybody can choose something: alternative medicine, ecology, natural healing and so on. But one usually does not stop here. Step by step he goes further. Sooner or later, one will end up with relax techniques which open a person for so-called cosmic energies."
A testimony by a doctor: "I was practising yoga for eight years. I travelled to summer camps and gatherings, and in 1979 I spent a month in India, in a Hindu monastery near Madras. Only there my eyes opened. Here I went through a deep crisis, and I could pay for it dearly with my life. Jesus saved me. I have been living a life of faith already for 10 years and I have radically broken up with my false spiritual past. There is no other way. It is not possible to serve both God and demons! I am calling: Christians must know, yoga is a drug. They are to know it from Church authorities, from priests and from bishops. Laymen are too weak for this task." (A personal testimony from Moravia)

Cultural Revolution (Christof Gaspari, Cultural Revolution – New Age, Vision 2000, 2/2004): "I often recall the talk I had with a good friend of mine 10 years ago. During a common walk I asked him about his relationship to Jesus Christ… His answer: 'Looking at God as at a person, I grew out of it long ago. I have come a little further today...' This man goes to the Holy mass every Sunday. What happened that Christians lost from their sight the very centre of their faith and exchanged the living God for a vague spirituality? And what is more, they are looking at this way as at a further development of their faith!"
THE MARTIAL ARTS
Christianity has nothing against sport and healthy exercise. Unfortunately, oriental martial art is not a mere sport. This fact is intentionally concealed to us Europeans. Judo, aikido, tae-kwon-do… are a way, a lifestyle. 
The word "do" means 'a way of life'. This is but a false way of salvation. It is a way of spiritual apostasy, for the martial arts is an inseparable part of oriental meditation and oriental religious systems. 

In Chinese culture there is a universal cosmic-moral order contained in a conception of "Tao". The oriental pseudo-mysticism is based on a false idea that man aims for "harmony" with the so-called universal order. (Equally, the terms "yin" and "yang", with their entire philosophy, lead a Christian to apostasy – i.e. to a false image of God.) 

One of these ways leading to a supposed "transpersonal experience" (i.e. crossing the boundaries of one’s self), awakening one’s inner potentialities, is the so-called journey of a warrior. After gaining control over their own soul and body (psyche and soma), they are said to reach the highest forms of knowledge. (Note: What nonsense! How can one reach the highest knowledge without Christ? For only "in Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge…" (Colossians 2:3-4))

Meditation, connected with a fight, consists in the opening out of the so-called "Chi" energy resources. The warrior yields to the forces that surround him and that he realizes. (Note: What kind of forces are those? Are they demonic forces that are mentioned in the Holy Scripture? Those forces have nothing to do with the physical forces that can be identified by science. It is clear that the whole system is based on a religious, pagan ground, it is built up on self-divinization, on pride by which God’s love and the means of salvation offered by Him are considered foolishness, and it goes its own way when obeying its idol who said already in Paradise: "You shall be like God." (Genesis 3:5))
1) Karate

Karate uses a method typical for philosophy – transforming of human spirit through body cultivation, which also is the main principle of yoga. Besides, it proclaims salvation by one’s own efforts without God’s grace. Higaonna, a 10th dan says: "I do not completely refuse the idea of a sporting karate that has popularized our art so much. However, the real karate is like a deep river; if we reduce it to a sport, it loses its nature. Our goal is not to beat someone in a competition. Our goal has always been the teaching and spreading of that teaching. This is realized by handing down the techniques and kata that we inherited from our ancestors and we must pass them on to the next generations." When taking the so-called big vows which correspond to eight ways of Buddhist tradition, the karate adept vows the following: "I will always obey Buddha, Dharma and Sangha." He promises to accomplish 'reincarnation': "I will be always reborn in favourable conditions and I will spread throughout the universe." (Note: This has nothing to do with Christianity.) Reincarnation denies: a) immortal soul, b) personal God, c) heaven or hell, d) it is a loss of natural faith and faith in Christ without Whom one cannot be saved. "He who does not believe will be condemned." (Mark 16:16) Belief in reincarnation is a hindrance to salvation. 

The attitude of the Christian:

Anti-biblical teaching and attitudes connected with this 'sport' can be summarized within these points:

1. Absolute submission to Buddha, not to our Lord Jesus Christ.

2. Reincarnation is a denial of the Gospel.

3. Making oneself equal with God: "I will save all creatures."
Propagator Higaonna states: "Karate cannot be reduced to sport only; it thus loses its substance… Its aim is to spread the teaching through the techniques and kata." What kind of teaching? What philosophy? The fundamental philosophy of karate has its roots in Buddhism, it propagates pantheism and the cult of violence as well. Such philosophy and such teaching are incompatible with Christianity. 

2) Judo

To all beginners judo is presented as a mere sport. However, something different is presented to them when they are reading a literature that often contains anti-Christian philosophy. Thus the young judo beginner first starts to incline to oriental religions. Later on, when he "can no longer go without" judo and when he comes to see that without meditation and opening himself to the so-called "energies" he will be unable to have any success, he entirely opens himself up for the whole religious system from which judo emanates. Judo thus becomes a cunning trap for thousands of young Christians who seeking sports lose eternal life by falling away from Christ. 

Since the 20th Olympic Games in Munich (1972), martial arts became an Olympic event. J. Jazarin, when writing about the spirit of judo, remarked: "Those who consider judo a sport only, and strength with victory as the only goals, are mistaken. The true victory lies in our liberation: an absolute elasticity of the spirit that controls the body."
The Christian asks: "What liberation? From what?" The biggest slave-holder, in fact, is the devil, the sin and the old man in us. Only God can save us from these three slavers. Jesus puts it clearly: "If you abide in My word… you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." (John 8:31-32) In order to help us avoid any doubtfulness what truth is meant here, He says: "I am the truth." (John 14:6) "If the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed." (John 8:36)

3) Aikido

A Japanese term which can be translated as a way that leads to a unification with the universal spirit. 
'Ki' – means energy, power of spirit contained in cosmos – a philosophical category of the Orient. 
'Ai' – means harmonization, cooperation. 
'Do' – signifies a way. 
The founder of aikido was Morihei Ueshiba. He refused a fight and created a way of harmony with cosmic energies. He said that one who reveals the mystery of aikido has the whole universe in himself and can say: "I am the whole (almighty) world."
"Suddenly I felt that the whole world shook in its foundations and a goldish spiritual energy from the earth surrounded my body. I felt this brightness of mind and body. I began to understand the speech of birds and see the divine intentions. At that time I reached the enlightenment. I came to believe that aikido is a divine love, a spirit loving all living creatures."
The attitude of the Christian:

This is not a sport but a way to unification with the so-called universal spirit. What or who is that so-called universal spirit? Is it not the spirit that transformed himself into a snake, suggestively stood up against the Word of God and managed to cast doubt upon it and thus entrap the first people by saying that they would have an extraordinary knowledge (enlightenment) and extraordinary power and that they would  be like God (cf. Genesis 3:1-7)? 

'Ai' – means harmony, cooperation. But with whom? With the only true God who is love? With His Son who is the only and the true Saviour? With the Holy Spirit who initiates us into the mystery of salvation and by whom only we can cry out "Abba, Father"? No. We are presented another, hidden god with small 'g'. There is a different spirit – with small 's'. That harmony and cooperation signify a self-divinization, an apostasy from the true God, and idolatry. 

'Ki' – is a spirit but not the Spirit of God!

'Do' – is a way of idolatry, a way to perdition!
4) Tai-Chi

During a public show of martial arts in Ostrava, Czech Republic, among others there was also a duel of a karatist and a master of tai-chi. The karatist did a few lunges at his rival. The master of tai-chi stretched out his hand and doing a bow-shaped motion he "took away energy" from the karatist who, paralysed, fell down. 

Nowadays tai-chi is very popular and spread. In every bigger town there are courses of tai-chi. 

A testimony: "During my rehabilitation studies I had an opportunity to come into contact with tai-chi as well. It was recommended to us as a 'healthy gymnastics'. Right from the first lesson one begins with unblocking the energetic canals and working with the energy – 'Chi'. Working with energies is on the first place in tai-chi. So not developing or relieving muscles, as one could expect, but an initiation into the world of false spirituality. Each lesson begins with 'unblocking one’s energy' and with concentration. When training oneself in the given set of exercises (parts of which one learns in stages) the stress is laid upon a synchronization of breathing with doing precise, slow exercises imitating motions of animals. What is dangerous about it? When working with energies, one opens himself to unknown energetic powers with which he can manipulate (this flatters one’s pride), experiences a so-called 'warmth' (feelings of warmth, warm hands). The tai-chi courses are attended by people desiring some spirituality – and they find it there. It is largely women who are coming here for they have it for some kind of oriental dance. One feels to be spiritual and studies further – chakra, aura, meditations, all oriental religions… One gets in a trap without even noticing it. This is a way of gradual apostasy from the living Christ, an exchange of the Holy Spirit for the spirit of an angel of light – Satan. Love has no place in martial arts, here everything is concentrated on one’s ego, pride, on one’s own (not that of God) way to salvation. The egocentric love leads to a self-divinization, which is impurity and lie, a way to eternal perdition. It is a way which in its pride refuses the knowledge of the true God and the only Saviour Jesus Christ, and ends in worshipping of various gods – demons. In other words – in self-idolatry and finally in worshipping animals as gods."
THE DALAI LAMA OF TIBET

In 1990 the Dalai Lama visited not only the President of the Czech Republic (CR), with whom he spent whole day in meditation, but he also visited Cardinal F. Tomášek and promptly gave him a wreath of "spiritual unity" around his neck. This meeting with the Cardinal was interpreted as a practical ecumenism which, as everyone can consequently deduce, is to be followed by common laymen as well. All newspapers, including the Catholic press, were presenting uncritical views of the Dalai Lama. In the title pages one could read: "His Holiness", but unfortunately not a single explanation of this term, and thereby Catholic believers fell into a big confusion. The Dalai Lama considers himself God, thus making himself equal with Jesus Christ; the Tibetans feel and express a divine respect for him and he indeed lets himself be worshipped this way. However, it is a shame that also Christians are manifesting such respect for him. The present Dalai Lama is allegedly the 14th reincarnation of bodhisattva Avalokiteshvara. By the gesture of inviting the Dalai Lama the Catholics were as if told that it is necessary to have a respect for other religions and their gods. Discerning is not allowed so that one then could not be able to see the abysmal difference. It would be "against a respect". We have no sooner breathed in the Christian freedom than there emerged a freedom for other spiritualities and a dictatorship from the side of one’s own who deny Christ and tempt even others to do so. 
Not long after (the visitation in CR), the Dalai Lama came to Poland and visited not only President Walesa but also Cardinal Glemp. Fifteen years after, we are critically looking back and can see the fruit of the false respect. Czech Republic is the most atheistic state in Europe. Within the last 10 years 20% of Catholics have apostatized from the Church. For a wonder, the Catholic President Walesa lost the election and Poland has no longer a Catholic believer at government. One has been facing a rapid decline of church attendance, and what in USA lasted 30 years lasted only 4 years in Poland. This confusion that all religions are equal was and still is systematically brought into the public opinion and, as a consequence, common people started to put Jesus Christ on an equal level with "his holiness" – Dalai Lama, and Christianity on an equal level with Lamaism or Buddhism. 

Why was Dalai Lama so eager to meet and embrace with the Holy Father John Paul II? Many photo-commentaries used words which were indirectly saying that Christianity and paganism are one. 

Preaching Christian religion in Tibet is prohibited. A certain Protestant missionary tried to speak there one day about our Lord Jesus Christ and was condemned to a death penalty by being thrown into a dry well where several corpses were already lying in decay. Indeed miraculously he was saved by God and gave a testimony of "respect and tolerance" of the Tibetan Lamaism towards Christians (Wesley L. Duewel: Touch the World through Prayer, 1986). St. Paul the Apostle gives a question: "What communion has light with darkness? And what accord has Christ with Belial?" (2 Corinthians 6:15) What unity of Jesus Christ with Dalai Lama? 

From the catechetic lectures by St. Cyril of Jerusalem we know that before they were baptized all pagans had gone through exorcism. For paganism, in fact, is not atheism but a vital belief in demons. Also St. Cyril and Methodius were casting out demons from newly converted Slavs. In Eastern Churches exorcism is practised at the ceremony of baptism up to the present day. 

A COMMENTARY ON THE MEETING IN ASSISI

The religious sisters of the contemplative monastery of St. Basil the Great, located on the Papal territory in Castel Gandolfo (Albano), not more than a year before the death of the Holy Father John Paul II, worked out a proclamation concept for him regarding the interreligious meetings in Assisi, and passed it to him with a request to have it pronounced or worked over and published in the whole Church. The contemplative sisters perceived that religious syncretism is one of the main causes of the world-wide crisis of Christianity. They also perceived that the earthquake in Assisi was a prophetical sign from heaven. (During the earthquake a large stone fell down from the ceiling and broke the main altar in the basilica which had been desecrated by a pagan cult.)

They proposed the following form: 

ASSISI WORLD PEACE PRAYERS PROCLAMATION (years 1986 and 2002)

Peace is a general human value which is to be recognized by each soberly judging person, whatever religion he or she belongs to, or even by those who are atheists. 

In the years 1986 and 2002, there were World Peace Prayers taking place, in participation of the heads of non-Christian (pagan) religions, too. Unfortunately, mass media, and even Catholic magazines, calendars and books presented documentary photographs with confusing citations and commentaries. However, on no consideration one should draw incorrect conclusions out of these Assisi prayers. Therefore, it is necessary to emphasize again: 

1) Christian God, who at the same time is Trinitarian God, namely the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, is not identical with the deities worshipped by Hinduists, Buddhists, Shintoists, Lamaists, Animists etc. There is a diametric difference. There is nothing to be broken or changed concerning the fundaments of the Christian faith, it is and will always be true that the only Saviour is Jesus Christ and "there is salvation in no one else!" (Acts 4:12)

2) Various arguments of theologians, especially in the post-Council era, about alternative and regular ways to salvation through those religions, are merely theories. Many times they even divert from the essential truths of the faith. The views of these theologians cannot be regarded as religious truths on which our salvation is based. This salvation is only in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the only Saviour, and nowhere else! We are all obliged to be witnesses to Christ (cf. Acts 1:8). 

3) Regarding mission and missionaries - in the first place missionaries are obliged to preach Jesus Christ, the Saviour, as the base, the centre and the top of their mission (cf. EN, art.68). It is inadmissible to degrade this assignment in a way that instead of being missionaries they will just be social and charitative or cultural workers. It would be a betrayal of the Gospel. It was and still is true: "Go into the world and preach the Gospel to the whole creation. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned." (Mark 16:15-16) 

4) What is it that bishops, theologians, religious persons, priests and Christian laymen should repent of in the first place? It is that they should receive the Spirit of Christ and leave the spirit of this world. Therefore, it is necessary to have the apostles’ teaching (cf. Acts 2:42). What is this apostles’ teaching? It is inevitable to have the same faith, the same Gospel, the same Spirit, the same Christ that the apostles had and preached. "Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him." (Romans 8:9)

What Paul the Apostle writes to Galatians is true even nowadays: "I am astonished that you are so quickly… turning to a different gospel… But even if I, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we preached to you, let him be accursed." (Galatians 1:6.9) This is, in fact, the apostles’ teaching and the apostolic faith, and I confirm and proclaim it again: We are obliged to preach the living Christ in season and out of season, the Christ that has been preached for 2000 years, and also to preach the same Gospel, and to be His witnesses – martyrs (cf. Acts 1:8).
Pagans cannot be sure about their salvation, and we have a duty to endeavour after their salvation by word, conduct and by all means. Indifference towards their salvation is a great sin of the present days. The Apostle calls: "Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel!" (1 Corinthians 9:16)

There is only one way and one door leading to the kingdom of God, and Christ is this way and this door! (cf. John 14:6; John 10:9)

5) If there is someone considering Assisi prayers to be a model of entrance in the New Age, one is mistaken! My answer is by the words of Paul the Apostle: "What fellowship has light with darkness? What accord has Christ with Belial? … Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols?" (2 Corinthians 6:14-16)

Conclusion: I repeat – the Assisi prayers were exclusively an act of a general strengthening of the world peace, and not an expression of syncretism or unity with those pagan religions. Those who from the Assisi meeting have drawn some false conclusions or arguments contrary to the apostles’ teaching and tradition of saints, and would like to proclaim some new faith or some new spirituality, those behave dishonestly and intentionally spread incorrect explanations. 

The Assisi prayers were abused against the Catholic as well as Christian faith. Influenced by this sad experience, I therefore recommend not to organize such events any more. If somehow I gave offence either to Catholics or to other Christians, I apologize that I did not give an immediate clear explanation and thus created an opportunity for manipulation of the whole affair. Together with Saint Paul the Apostle I say: "If anyone is preaching a Christ or a gospel contrary to that which the apostles and the Church have preached for 2000 years, let him be accursed!" (cf. Galatians 1:9).    

21st June 2004

PROPHETSHIP

The Church is founded on two main pillars, the first one is the apostles – bishops, and the second one is the prophets (Ephesians 2:20). We are asking: who are the prophets? Every baptized person is to take part in this authority, as well as everyone who is baptized should be a Christ’s disciple and Christ’s witness. But still, there are people, whom God called to follow Him entirely, similarly as He called the apostles. In the first place, those called by God are the religious. We are standing in front of the basic question, which is a reform, a renewal of the religious life. Every order or congregation, whether a male or a female one, has a common base – an obligation to follow Christ and desire holiness in the first place. The form of holiness has already been given in the charisma introduced by this or that founder. However, nowadays it is necessary to renew the foundations. "If the foundations are destroyed what can the righteous do?" (Psalms 11:3)

How to begin with the renewal of a monastery life? First there must be a vital experience of faith, prayer, which consequently can be passed over, offered; an experience of a true spiritual revival, conversion, spiritual fight. The vision has already been given by the Holy Scripture: to live like first Christians, to be of one heart and one soul. This idea was adopted by St. Basil, the founder of monastic life in the Christian East (4th century), and even nowadays it is shared among all converted Christians in a greater or lesser extent. No two people under the sun can create a real unity in Christ without being ready in Christ and for Christ to die to their ego. The point is not just an external unity without a true spirit of repentance as we can see it in the Focolare movement. 

A true spirit of repentance, as the substantial element of a renewal, is underlain by this structure: Let us notice that the apostles Peter and John actually walked and preached together, they both were pillars of the Church and they were in unity. Peter’s apostleship – authority is now represented by the Roman Bishop and it is participated by other bishops. However, beside the apostolic authority there is also a prophetic charisma – this was represented by apostle John. The prophetic charisma is to be realized through The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. This Congregation not only that watches and reveals heresies or deviations but it also positively edificates, which means that it is to be a prophetical authority (prophetship) in the Church. The responsibility of the Congregation is so great and the comprehension of its work so wide that there arises a question how, in these so hard times, one could contribute in building up such a structure that would make the work of the Congregation easier and would open the way for the prophetic spirit to penetrate into all parts of the Christ’s Church. This nervous system of the mystical body should be commissions for the doctrine of the faith in parishes, deanships, dioceses and in the whole nation. In its practical realization it would help if in every nation there were two truly believing men chosen (best out of the religious). These should be consecrated to bishops, given an authority and in all dioceses of a respective nation they should be in charge of the religious reform and thus endeavour after a true teaching, formation and holiness of the religious, in the first place by their own example, word and teaching. Beside the religious life the Catholic Church has almost for 40 years had a spiritual power called Charismatic renewal. Millions of those converted and renewed by the Holy Spirit want to follow Christ but instead of it they are perishing in the desert or spiritually scraping along. It is necessary to revive the prophetic charisma whose role is to: 1) edify 2) exhort 3) comfort (1 Corinthians 14:3). Charisma without a structure is helpless. Structure without a prophetic charisma is destructive. The renewal of spiritual life starts from an individual that has gone through a conversion. He then needs a living Church with a sound teaching, sound morals and sound spirit. There is a need of such a structure that would protect this life and Spirit of God and develop it in one’s soul. On this basis it is necessary to build the Commission for the Doctrine of the Faith, which is to be a living prophetic structure. The Commission would also keep watch over the orthodoxy of the teaching in seminaries and over the Christian press. Apart from this the Commission would publish its own journal that would bring contributions by the religious and by other believers truly living in faith, as a form of edification. It should not only be a testimony of vital faith, but, above all, it should give clear directives in the issues of faith, morals, and of charismas too. Through this journal the Commission would be to bring forth a concrete word of prophecy, a word from which one can live and which is in full accordance with the tradition of the Apostles as well as of the whole Church.
Nowadays one confronts several questions that are frequently raised in the Church. If the Church is going to keep silent and bring no biblically or doctrinally founded answers, then we can be sure that the vacuum created by ignorance will soon be filled up with heresies!!! Therefore it is necessary to renew the prophetic authority (prophetship) in the Church.

Those two bishops would be subordinate not to the Bishops’ Conference, not to a synod, but to the Prefect of The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (who fulfils the task of apostle John). Obligations of the Commission: At least one hour of contemplative prayer daily. One day a week at common prayers. Once a month two days spent in prayer and work discussion: three hours of prayer, each hour followed by a discussion. The Commission for the Doctrine of the Faith shall renew the prophetic authority in the Church. 

CONCLUSION

Within about 40 years, Hinduism through yoga and Buddhism through the so-called martial arts, have managed to penetrate into all cities of the Christian world. Who has a share in the great apostasy, is the liberal theologians due to their false interpretation of the Council declaration Nostra aetate. Jesus is calling even nowadays: "Repent, and believe in the Gospel!" (Mark 1:15) St. Basil writes: "And if the one who was given a duty to instruct neglects it, one deserves a punishment of a murderer!"
Lord, give to us, and also to the paralysed Church, a true spirit of repentance!
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A NEW HINDU BIBLE
http://www.community.org.ua/dwnld/enghindubible2.doc
September 2, 2008
To The Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

There are different heretical Bible interpretations (commentaries on the text) – jehovistic, atheistic (HCT)*, gnostic ones and now a hindu one too, even with an ecclesiastical approval! Until recently a Catholic was not allowed to read the Bible without Catholic commentaries; today, unfortunately, these Catholic commentaries (interpretation) are prepared by so-called Bible scholars on the basis of *HCT (historic-critical theology). These people are practical unbelievers who do not treat the Word of God as the Word of God and deny the supernatural in the Bible. This spirit of atheism has created a vacuum and opened the door for a new spirituality, for paganism (buddhism, hinduism...). 

And the new “Bible” with Hindu commentaries – interpretation – will infect defenceless victims with the spirit of New Age. It is a demonic deceit and crime.

Archbishop T. S. Pakiam, in his preface to this new “Bible”, says: “A unique feature of the new Bible is that it has many references to the spiritual message and biblical values found in the scriptures of other great Indian religions.”
Response: This demagogy of a Catholic prelate points to his blindness and apostasy. We first have to ask what is the nature of these Indian religions. Behind them is the spirit of lie and deceit which does not lead to conversion and repentance and to the receiving of Jesus as the only Saviour and Lord. Pagan religions are packs of myths and superstitions which we can by no means harmonize with the Gospel’s truth of salvation. St. Paul calls: “What communion has light with darkness? And what accord has Christ with Belial?” (2 Cor 6:15) And this applies to this “Bible” too. A Christian in India in particular should be enlightened on the substance of the Gospel and on the unique salvation in Christ. He should know where and how these so-called great religions artfully imitate the truth but in essence spread lie and spiritual death. The bishops of India are obliged to pass on to their faithful the apostles’ teaching and not a syncretistic opiate. 
Fr. Paul Thelekat said while interpreting treasure in heaven of Mt 6:19-21: “This concept is found a classical expression in the Bhagavad Gita’s call to disinterested action.” 

Response: Treasure is mentioned in these Bible verses three times. The most precious treasure is eternal life which is in Jesus, the Son of God. 
Therefore it holds true that: “He who has the Son of God has eternal life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.” (cf. 1Jn 5:10f) The hindu interpretation is misleading and false.
The essential question is in what spirit the individual reads the Holy Scripture. If he has communion with the spirit of truth and apostolic tradition, the Holy Scripture is true spiritual food for him and gives him the strength in the battle with sin and lie. The Holy Spirit is the Author of the Scripture and He reveals to him the Divine mystery. However, if someone accepted the spectacles of lie of the HCT or syncretistic commentaries, one is then blocked and unable to accept the truth. Even the devil is an exegete. He interpreted the Holy Scripture even to the Lord Jesus Himself in the wilderness. Behind this new “Bible” is the same exegete. If we read the Holy Scripture in the spirit of hinduism, it is distortion of truth.
The preface reads: “The commentary takes into account the rich cultural and religious heritage of this land.”
Response: Is it possible to accord this “heritage” with the Gospel and with the Spirit of Christ, or is there some radical limit? There is a limit. Christ is the only Saviour and the only way to eternal life. Hinduism has a number of false ways which through so-called reincarnation end up in false nirvana (i.e. in hell). 
This has nothing in common with the essential truths of the Gospel about one God, about an immortal soul, about eternal life and eternal condemnation, about sin and about the Saviour – the Son of God. There can be no syncretism of the Gospel and paganism.
What is the opposition to the publication of the so-called Hindu Bible?

C. J. S. Raphel, president of the Federation of the Catholic Faithful, said: “If you read the new Bible, it feels like you’re reading a book promoting hinduism.” Further, he categorically says that the book is a mix of hinduism and Christianity, which is not acceptable to Catholics.

The commentary on Psalm five (prayer at daybreak) reads like this: “In hinduism, the dawn is personified as a deity by the name Ushas. The traditional Hindu morning prayer consists of reciting the famous Gayatri mantra (Rig Veda 3.62.10) at daybreak, facing the rising sun: Om bhur bhuvah svaha... (may we meditate on the most excellent lustre of the sun god that he may illumine our intellect).” Can this in any way be justified – quoting mantras in the very Bible commentaries and, moreover, inciting the Catholic readers to idolatry? Raphel adds: “It has drawings of a sari-clad Mary with Joseph in a dhoti and turban, symbols of mandir (a Hindu temple), masjid (a mosque) and gurdwara (a Sikh place of worship) along with the church and quotes from the Upanishads.” 

Michael Prabhu, a Catholic apologist, said: “We are against the ‘Hindu-isation’ of the Indian Catholic Church in the guise of ‘Indianisation’. We condemn some of the footnotes and commentaries of the so-called ‘scholars’. We protest the subtle manipulations and misinterpretations of the Word of God, either overtly or covertly, that we find (here). We refuse to call it a Bible and will never recommend (this mockery) for study or prayer or teaching. The new Bible contains commentary prepared by 30 of best Bible scholars in India and is an inter-faith book that offers a syncretized Christianity by giving equal status to other religious texts and deities.” 

There are over 70 references to non-Christian texts in the new “Bible”.*
*source [for the above paragraph]: The Times of India (5th & 28th August 2008)
This “Bible” will soon be translated and recommended with an ecclesiastical approval to all Christians throughout the world. 
It is to become an instrument of spiritual infiltration of the antichristian spirit of New Age. Therefore those who bear responsibility for this offence must be punished with the heaviest punishment. This concerns first of all Cardinal Ivan Dias, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, Bishop Thomas Dabre, Chairman of CBCI Commission for the Doctrine, and the whole Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI) which gave an ecclesiastical approval to this “Hindu Bible”. 

We likewise propose that the so-called 30 best Bible scholars be punished with a major excommunication for this offence against the faith. 

In Christ,

+ Teodozij, Vicar of Head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church

+ Markian, OSBM, Secretary of the Bishops’ Synod
Members of the standing Bishops’ Synod

+ Eliáš, OSBM  

+ Metoděj, OSBM  

+ Samuel 
Pidhirtsi, Ukraine, 2nd September 2008

Bishops’ Synod of the UGCC, Pidhirtsi 19, Brody dist., Lvov reg., 80660 Ukraine pidhirci.community@gmail.com 
www.community.org.ua 
MY COMMENTS

In the above letter "To The Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church" from the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church Bishops, the emphases in all underlined texts and those in italics are those of the Bishops. All other emphases are mine.

For more on the Ukrainian Bishops, please see the following January 2010 report on in which I have extensively quoted these Bishops:

FOCOLARE, THE WORK OF MARY http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FOCOLARE,%20THE%20WORK%20OF%20MARY.doc
Mr. C. J. S. Raphel, president of the Federation of the Catholic Faithful, Chennai, of which I am an office-bearer, gave interviews in several Tamil vernacular magazines. Extracts from them as well as the Times story in full can be seen at:

NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 6-PRESS REPORTS AND READERS’ CRITICISMS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW%20COMMUNITY%20BIBLE%206_PRESS%20REPORTS%20AND%20READERS_CRITICISMS.doc
The August 5 Times story 'Indian' Bible making waves in Kerala can be read on pages 15 to 18 of the above.
The August 28 Times story 'Indianised Bible causes discord' can be read on pages 32, 33 of the above.
FIRST LETTER FROM THIS MINISTRY TO THE UKRAINE GREEK-CATHOLIC BISHOPS

From: prabhu To: pidhirci.community@gmail.com Sent: Monday, March 08, 2010 7:56 PM

Subject: FROM INDIA, REGARDING "A NEW HINDU BIBLE"

My very dear Bishops of the Ukraine, 

Greetings to you in the Name of Jesus, Our Saviour and Lord.

Only very recently I came across your Letter "A NEW HINDU BIBLE"  

http://www.community.org.ua/dwnld/enghindubible2.doc dated 2nd September 2008, written by you "To The Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church".
I thank you and congratulate you for doing so on our behalf here in India, and on behalf of the universal Church.

You have quoted me, Michael Prabhu, in your letter.

I have published so far already 13 reports on that New Age book, the NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE [NCB].
1. NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 1-CRITIQUE

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW%20COMMUNITY%20BIBLE%201_CRITIQUE.doc
2. NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 2-PAPAL SEMINARY, PUNE, INDIAN THEOLOGIANS, AND THE CATHOLIC ASHRAMS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW%20COMMUNITY%20BIBLE%202_PAPAL%20SEMINARY_%20PUNE_INDIAN%20THEOLOGIANS_AND%20THE%20CATHOLIC%20ASHRAMS.doc
3. NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 3-FRENCH THEOLOGIAN DENOUNCES ERRORS IN THE COMMENTARIES

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW%20COMMUNITY%20BIBLE%203_%20FRENCH%20THEOLOGIAN%20DENOUNCES%20ERRORS%20IN%20THE%20COMMENTARIES.doc
4. NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 4-ONGOING ROBBERY OF FAITH

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW%20COMMUNITY%20BIBLE%204_ONGOING%20ROBBERY%20OF%20FAITH.doc 

5. NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 5-THE ANGEL GABRIEL DID NOT APPEAR TO THE VIRGIN MARY

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW%20COMMUNITY%20BIBLE%205_%20THE%20ANGEL%20GABRIEL%20DID%20NOT%20APPEAR%20TO%20THE%20VIRGIN%20MARY.doc
6. NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 6-PRESS REPORTS AND READERS’ CRITICISMS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW%20COMMUNITY%20BIBLE%206_PRESS%20REPORTS%20AND%20READERS_CRITICISMS.doc
7. NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 7-THE EXAMINER, UNPUBLISHED LETTERS AGAINST THE NCB

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW%20COMMUNITY%20BIBLE%207_THE%20EXAMINER_UNPUBLISHED%20LETTERS%20AGAINST%20THE%20NCB.doc
8. NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 8-LETTERS CALLING FOR ITS WITHDRAWAL

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW%20COMMUNITY%20BIBLE%208_%20LETTERS%20CALLING%20FOR%20ITS%20WITHDRAWAL.doc
9. NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 9-LETTER TO THE CDF, ROME

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW%20COMMUNITY%20BIBLE%209_LETTER%20TO%20THE%20CDF_ROME.doc
10. NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 10-CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE SECULAR MEDIA, AND WITH PRIEST-CRITICS OF OUR CRUSADE AGAINST ITS ERRORS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW%20COMMUNITY%20BIBLE%2010_CORRESPONDENCE%20WITH%20THE%20SECULAR%20MEDIA_AND%20WITH%20PRIEST-CRITICS%20OF%20OUR%20CRUSADE%20AGAINST%20ITS%20ERRORS.doc
11. NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 11-VATICAN HELD RESPONSIBLE, BRAHMIN LEADERS DEMAND ITS WITHDRAWAL

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW%20COMMUNITY%20BIBLE%2011_VATICAN%20HELD%20RESPONSIBLE%20_BRAHMIN%20LEADERS%20DEMAND%20ITS%20WITHDRAWAL.doc 

12. NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 12-LETTERS TO THE HOLY SEE

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW%20COMMUNITY%20BIBLE%2012-LETTERS%20TO%20THE%20HOLY%20SEE.doc
13. NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 13-RESPONSES FROM THE BISHOPS AND COMMISSIONS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW%20COMMUNITY%20BIBLE%2013_RESPONSES%20FROM%20THE%20BISHOPS%20AND%20COMMISSIONS.doc
Your letter will be the 14th report. It will be uploaded on my web site www.ephesians-511.net shortly.
The 15th report is also ready and I am sending it to you in a separate letter in its draft form for your comments, in an email following this one
The revised version of the NCB, which was withdrawn because of the crusade that was led by me, is due shortly. I do not trust the proposed "revision". If I give you the email addresses of the Indian Cardinals and Bishops concerned, will you write to them, please?
Concerning FOCOLARE: when researching them, I came across your web site.
Please see my January 2010 report on FOCOLARE, THE WORK OF MARY at http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FOCOLARE,%20THE%20WORK%20OF%20MARY.doc, in which I have extensively quoted you. 
Thank you for all that information. Keep up your good work. God bless all that you do.
Michael Prabhu, Catholic apologist, India, michaelprabhu@vsnl.net
SECOND LETTER FROM THIS MINISTRY TO THE UKRAINE GREEK-CATHOLIC BISHOPS

From: prabhu To: pidhirci.community@gmail.com 

Sent: Monday, March 08, 2010 8:09 PM Subject: Fw: ELIMINATION OF THE CULTIC PRIESTHOOD?
Dear Bishops of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, 

The Peace of Jesus Christ!

This follows my earlier letter of this evening to you.

The attachment is the proposed draft for my 15th article on the New Age "New Community Bible".

As you can see from the covering letter below*, I have only today sent it to my priest-friends and other faithful lay Catholics for their feedback,

I will be greatly privileged to receive your comment for inclusion in the report before it is uploaded on my web site.
At your service in Jesus' Name,

Michael Prabhu, Catholic apologist, India, michaelprabhu@vsnl.net 
From: prabhu To: pidhirci.community@gmail.com Sent: Friday, March 12, 2010 6:24 AM

Subject: Fw: ELIMINATION OF THE CULTIC PRIESTHOOD? REMINDER, PLEASE

*From: prabhu To: Michael Prabhu Sent: Monday, March 08, 2010 12:12 AM

Subject: ELIMINATION OF THE CULTIC PRIESTHOOD?

Dear Reverend Fathers and friends,

I had to write to you urgently today because of this article on the priesthood by a Fr Subhash Anand. 
He was one of the commentators of the New Community Bible.

See the attachment. His article is reproduced therein. I have also given my comments in green color.

In case you wish to write me your comments, they are most welcome. But I request you to first please read VERY CAREFULLY both -- the article of Fr Subhash Anand as well as my comments. Please, only then write to me.

This appears to be a very serious matter, striking at the core of the Catholic Church. I have understood Fr Subhash Anand in a particular way. Take your time. Please give me your impressions and correct me if I am wrong and have misunderstood him. 

I can upload the attachment on the web site only if some of you agree with my conclusions as to what he means. So, please do write back. If you would like your name not to be used, I shall withhold all identity of the writer, so kindly inform me of the same.

Thanks in advance, Michael
RESPONSE FROM THE UKRAINE GREEK-CATHOLIC BISHOPS
From: Peter Neumann To: prabhu Sent: Friday, March 26, 2010 8:34 PM

Subject: Re: Fw: ELIMINATION OF THE CULTIC PRIESTHOOD? REMINDER, PLEASE

Glory to Jesus Christ!
Dear Michael,
We apologize for responding You so late. Thank You very much for materials You have sent to us. 

Unfortunately, we do not understand well english, but let our letters be translated from others. 
From your website we could see that God really preserved those 7000 who did not kneel to Baal. May God give You His strength and light in the fight against occultism and syncretism.
Recently we have written a brochure under the title "The spirit of Assisi". Now it is being translated into english. When it will be completed we will send it to You.
In Christ
Bishops of the orthodox Greek-Catholic Church
NOTE: I DO NOT KNOW IF THE UKRAINIAN GREEK-CATHOLIC CHURCH IS IN UNION WITH ROME OR NOT. IF THEIR LETTERS OF APPEAL TO THE POPE IN MY FOCOLARE REPORT ARE ANY INDICATION, THEY APPARENTLY ARE. THEIR INTEREST IN FOCOLARE APPEARS TO CONFIRM THAT. DESPITE MY DILIGENT SEARCHING OF INFORMATION ABOUT THIS CHURCH ON THE INTERNET, I COULD NOT FIND ANY THAT MIGHT CONFIRM THESE BISHOPS TO BE TRADITIONALISTS. I DO NOT INCLUDE TRADITIONALIST INFORMATION IN MY REPORTS WITHOUT CLEARLY INDICATING THAT IT IS SO. 

I ALSO CANNOT SAY ANYTHING ABOUT THE CANONICAL VALIDITY OF THE EXCOMMUNICATIONS / ANATHEMAS PRONOUNCED BY THESE BISHOPS ON THE INDIAN BISHOPS [SEE BELOW] ON THE NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE ISSUE.

EVEN IF THESE BISHOPS DO EVENTUALLY TURN OUT TO BE TRADITIONALISTS, [INFORMATION TO THIS END WILL BE MOST WELCOME AND WILL BE INCLUDED AS AN UPDATE TO THIS REPORT], ONE MUST APPRECIATE THEIR ORTHODOXY, THEIR ZEAL FOR PROTECTING THE FAITH AGAINST ERROR, AND THEIR UNCOMPROMISING STAND AGAINST HERESY, SYNCRETISM AND NEW AGE.
THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS SENT TO THIS MINISTRY BY A WELL-WISHER 

http://www.community.org.ua/letters.html 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF MAJOR EXCOMMUNICATION
http://www.community.org.ua/dwnld/engexcom-ID.doc
September 3, 2008

Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples

Prefect

H.E. Card. Ivan Dias
Your Eminence,

You are Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples. 
In the years 1996-2006 You were Archbishop in Bombay in India. Your intensive support helped develop a project of so-called Hindu Bible. 
This project is an offence against the Triune God, His Word and a blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. By this act You have shown that You interiorly fell away from Christ and His Gospel. 
On authority of apostolic and prophetical service we publicly announce to the whole Church that in compliance with God’s law (Gal 1:8-9) You fall under the punishment of major excommunication. 

We pray for You that through the intercession of the Holy Virgin You may obtain the light to know the truth and the strength to repent. We do not want You to be eternally condemned and Your office to be abused towards hundreds of thousands of souls ending up in eternal perdition along with You. 

In Christ,
Bishops of the UGCC

+ Teodozij

Vicar of Head of the UGCC

+ Markian, OSBM

Secretary of the Bishops’ Synod

Members of the standing Bishops’ Synod

+ Metoděj, OSBM

+ Eliáš, OSBM

+ Samuel

Pidhirtsi, 3rd September 2008
Copies to: 

His Holiness Benedict XVI

Card. W. J. Levada, Prefect of Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith

Cardinals, bishops and the faithful of the Catholic Church 

Address: Bishops’ Synod of the UGCC, Pidhirtsi 19, Brody dist., Lvov reg., 80660, Ukraine www.community.org.ua 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF EXCOMMUNICATION
http://www.community.org.ua/dwnld/engletTD-cbci.doc
September 3, 2008

H.E. Msgr. Thomas Dabre

Member of Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue

Chairman of CBCI Commission for Doctrine, Diocese of Vasai, India
As given in the official information published in the mass media, You have given an approval to the publication of a “Hindu Bible”. What You have done is an offence against Christ and the Church. You acted as representative of the Catholic Church of India and in the authority of Christ You issued a statement which runs counter to the essence of the Gospel and opens the souls to the spirit of antichrist! You thus made manifest that You are spiritually blind and that You have no comprehension of the foundations of the Christian faith.
The true Christians cannot defend themselves; even if they rightly declare the “Hindu Bible” a heresy and a betrayal of Christ, the liberals and syncretistic apostates will reply to them: “You are defiant to the Church authority, to obedience – to Christ.” And these little ones of Christ they will label as rebels and sectarians.

By this glaring offence of Yours against Christ and His bleeding Body – the Church – You have excommunicated Yourself from the Church (Gal 1:8-9).

On behalf of Christ we hereby also call upon all Christians of India to separate from You and stop obeying You as an apostate. 

If You are willing to repent, You must take the following steps:
1) to withdraw Your approval to the “Hindu Bible”;
2) by reason of worldwide public offence, to resign from Your office.

We pray for You, that through the intercession of the Holy Virgin You may obtain the light to know the truth and the strength to repent. We want Your salvation!

In Christ,
Bishops of the UGCC

+ Teodozij 

Vicar of Head of the UGCC

+ Markian, OSBM

Secretary of the Bishops’ Synod

Members of the standing Bishops’ Synod

+ Eliáš, OSBM

+ Metoděj, OSBM

+ Samuel 

Pidhirtsi, 3rd September 2008

Copies to: 

His Holiness Benedict XVI

Cardinals, bishops and the faithful of the Catholic Church 

Address: Bishops’ Synod of the UGCC, Pidhirtsi 19, Brody dist., Lvov reg., 80660, Ukraine www.community.org.ua 

[ALL underlining AND italics ORIGINALLY BY THE UGCC BISHOPS- Michael]

PUBLIC APOSTASY OF THE BISHOPS OF INDIA
http://www.community.org.ua/dwnld/engbpsofindia.doc 
September 3, 2008 

Most Reverend Bishops of India, all sincere believers are shocked by Your apostatic offence! 
It is incomprehensible that You gave an approval to the project of a “Bible” which introduces the spirit of hinduism. 

On behalf of the Triune God we call You to renounce the spirit of apostasy and to withdraw Your approval to this felonious project.
Unless You do so publicly by 30th September 2008 we announce already now to the whole Church that the Bishops’ Conference of India has fallen into apostasy. You are thus no longer anonymous but overt traitors of Christ and the Church. You fall under God’s punishment of excommunication from the Church (major excommunication acc. Gal 1:8-9).

+ Teodozij 

Vicar of Head of the UGCC

+ Markian, OSBM

Secretary of the Bishops’ Synod
Members of the standing Bishops’ Synod

+ Metoděj, OSBM

+ Eliáš, OSBM

+ Samuel

Pidhirtsi, 3rd September 2008

Copies to: 

His Holiness Benedict XVI

Card. W. J. Levada, Prefect of Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
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August 16, 2009

On 3rd September 2008 our orthodox Catholic Bishops’ Synod of the UGCC appealed to all bishops of India, who are sheltered by two Bishops’ Conferences, to confess the faith and to renounce heresies. 

It particularly concerned cessation of a criminal project of the so-called Indianized Bible and of its subsequent publication. The footnotes in this Bible present an interpretation of the Holy Scripture not in the Catholic but in the Hindu spirit, and that is a grave crime both against the Scripture and against the Holy Spirit. 
All bishops of India were conscious of this; however, notwithstanding our appeal, they did not dissociate themselves from participation in this felonious project. 

As from 1st October 2008, they incur the punishment of anathema according to Gal 1:8-9 and the latae sententiae penalty of excommunication by reason of proclamation of heresies (can. 1364 §1 CIC).

As from this day, when we promulgate this anathema, i.e. 16th August 2009, they hold their offices unlawfully and administer the sacraments, except for Baptism, invalidly. We have to warn that in case they ordain any priests henceforward, this ordination will be invalid. 

We publish the names of these apostate bishops or cardinals:
+ D. Acharuparambil, O.C.D. 

+ S. Adayanthrath 

+ I. C. Addagatla 

+ J. B. Chacko Aerath, O.I.C.

+ J. Aind, S.D.B. 

+ G. Alencherry 

+ G. Almeida 

+ S. T. Amalnather 

+ A. Amalraj 

+ Y. Ambrose 

+ A. Anandarayar 

+ M. Anikuzhikattil, 

+ F. Antonysamy 

+ M. Arackal 

+ S. Athipozhiyil 

+ M. Augustine 

+ T. Bala 

+ P. C. Balaswamy 

+ J. Barwa, S.V.D. 

+ V. Barwa 

+ T. Bhalerao, S.J. 

+ A. Bilung, S.V.D. 

+ F. L. Braganza, S.J. 

+ T. Chakiath

+ V. Chakkalakal 

+ T. K. Chakkalapadickal 

+ J. A. Charanakunnel 

+ R. Cheenath, S.V.D. 

+ P. M. Chenaparampil 

+ M. Cheriankunnel, P.I.M.E. 

+ M. Chinnappa, S.D.B. 

+ A. Chirayath 
+ P. Chittilapilly 

+ G. T. Chundevalel 

+ E. Colaço 

+ B. F. Collaço 

+ V. M. Concessao 

+ L. Cornelio, S.V.D. 

+ A. J. T. Couto 

+ T. Dabre 

+ L. Daniel 

+ A. Devotta 

+ A. das Neves Dias, S.F.X. 

Card. I. Dias 

+ W. L. D'Mello 

+ L. P. Dorairaj 

+ A. S. do Rosário Ferrão 

+ Albert D'Souza 

+ Aloysius Paul D'Souza 

+ Alphonsus F. D'Souza, S.J. 

+ Frederick D'Souza 

+ Henry D'Souza 

+ Henry Sebastian D'Souza 

+ Patrick Paul D'Souza 

+ Thomas D'Souza 

+ Valerian D'Souza 

+ William D'Souza, S.J. 

+ A. Arockia Sebastian Durairaj, S.V.D. 

+ P. C. Elampassery, O.F.M. Cap. 

+ C. Elanjikal 

+ T. Elavanal, M.C.B.S. 

+ J. Erumachadath, M.C.B.S. 

+ Anthony Fernandes 

+ Derek Fernandes 

+ Isidore Fernandes 

+ Stanislaus Fernandes, S.J. 

+ Anthony A. Fernandes Barreto 

+ Joseph G. Fernandez 

+ Percival J. Fernandez 

+ P. Fernando 

+ F. J. Fonseca 

+ E. Francis 

+ B. Gali 

+ P. Gallela 

+ D. J. Ganawa, S.V.D. 

+ L. N. Gomes, S.J. 

+ R. N. Gonsalves 

+ J. Govindu 

+ A. Rufino Gracias 

Card. O. Gracias 

+ J. A. Irudayaraj, S.D.B. 

+ D. Jala, S.D.B. 

+ M. Joji 

+ A. Y. Kackanatt 

+ M. Kagithapu, M.S.F.S. 

+ J. Kaithathara 

+ J. Kalathiparambil 

+ F. Kalist 

+ A. T. Kaliyanil, S.V.D. 

+ F. Kallarakal 

+ J. Kallarangatt 

+ Y. C. Kalloor 

+ S. Kallupura 

+ B. Kandulna 

+ J. Karikkassery 
+ J. Kariyil 

+ G. Karotemprel, C.M.I. 

+ J. T. Kattrukudiyil 

+ S. T. Keeprath, O.F.M. Cap. 

+ L. Kerketta, S.V.D. 

+ R. Kerketta, S.D.B. 

+ J. Ignathios Kizhakkeveettil 

+ D. Kokkat, C.S.T. 

+ J. Konnath 

+ A. Kujur, S.J. 

+ G. Kujur, S.J. 

+ K. Kunnacherry 

+ J. Kunnath, C.M.I. 

+ V. Kympat 

+ P. Alois Lakra 

+ S. Lepcha 

+ T. Lephonse 

+ O. Lewis 

+ Gerald I. Lobo 

+ Ignatius P. Lobo 

+ Salvadore Lobo 

+ P. L. Quintana

+ D. Lumon 

+ V. Lyngdoh 

+ Felix A. Machado 

+ Peter Machado 

+ T. I. MacWan 

+ P. Maipan 

+ P. Mallavarapu 

+ G. Mamalassery 

+ J. Manathodath

+ R. Manjaly 

+ A. Marak 

+ J. Marandi 

+ D. Ambrose Mariadoss 

+ I. Mascarenhas 

+ A. Mathalaimuthu 

+ Alphonsus Mathias 

+ Gerald J. Mathias 

+ A. D. Mattam, C.V.) 

+ T. Menamparampil, S.D.B. 

+ I. Menezes 

+ Joseph Minj 

+ Patras Minj, S.J. 

+ R. M. Miranda 

+ J. Mittathany 

+ C. Monis 

+ L. Monteiro, C.S.C. 

+ J. Moolachira 

+ M. Moolakkattu, O.S.B. 

+ B. B. Moras 

+ J. Mukala 

+ L. Mukkuzhy 

+ J. Mulagada 

+ F. Mulakkal 

+ G. Mundadan, C.M.I. 

+ P. Nair 

+ S. C. Nayak 

+ V. A. Nedumpuram, C.M.I. 

+ J. P. Neelankavil, C.M.I. 

+ A. Neethinathan 

+ M. V. Noronha 

+ B. John Osta, S.J. 
+ G. Divannasios Ottathengil 

+ S. Stock Palathara, C.M.I. 

+ Joseph Pallikaparampil 

+ George Palliparampil, S.D.B. 

+ J. Pandarassery 

+ A. Pappusamy 

+ J. Pathalil 

+ J. Gerald Paulraj 

+ J. Pazhayattil 

+ B. Penha 

+ S. Periyanayagam, S.D.B. 

+ J. Perumattam, M.S.T.A. 

+ J. Perumthotttam 

Card. S. I. Pimenta 

+ I. P. Pinto 

+ S. Ponnumuthan 

+ A. Poola 

+ J. Porunnedom 

+ J. Powathil 

+ P. P. Prabhu 

+ D. M. Prakasam 

+ T. Pulloppillil 

+ G. Punnakottil 

+ G. V. Puthiyakulangara, M.E.P. 

+ G. B. Rego 

+ P. Remigius 

+ J. R. Rodericks, S.J. 

+ S. Roman 

+ J. A. Rosario, M.S.F.S. 

+ S. Rotluanga, C.S.C. 

+ G. de Rozario, S.J. 

+ V. Samuel 

+ G. L. Sengol 

+ J. Sequeira 

+ S. Singaroyan 

+ L. Sirkar, S.D.B. 

+ M. C. Soosa Pakiam 

+ C. Soreng, S.J. 

+ J. S. Gomes, S.D.B. 

+ J. Susaimanickam 

+ J. Thakur, S.J. 

+ V. H. Thakur 

+ T. M. Thannickunnel, O. Praem. 

+ J. Thattumkal, S.S.C. 

+ A. Thazhath 

+ S. Thekethecheril 

+ T. Thiruthalil, C.M.

+ A. Swamy Thomasappa 

+ J. Thoomkuzhy 

+ C. Thottumarickal, S.V.D. 

+ B. C. Thottunkal 

+ P. Thuruthikonam

+ T. Thuruthimattam, C.S.T. 

+ C. Tirkey 

+ S. M. Tiru 

+ P. Topno, S.J. 

+ Felix Toppo, S.J. 

+ Michael A. Toppo 

+ Paul Toppo 

Card. Telesphore P. Toppo 

+ J. Vadakel, C.M.I. 

+ S. Vadakel, M.S.T.A. 

+ K. Valiakandathil 
+ G. Valiamattam 

+ M. Vaniakizhakel, C.V. 

+ M. Vattackuzhy

+ T. Vazhapilly 

+ A. Viruthakulangara 

Card. Varkey Vithayathil, C.SS.R. 

+ G. Zur

Supposing they die in this state of obstinacy, they will be eternally condemned. Not even the Holy Father can remove this anathema from them unless they themselves repent, that means, unless they confess the true faith and renounce heresies and adequately make reparation for the crime of the publication of the heretical Indianized Bible.
AUGUST 2011
Saints Cyril and Methodius
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Dear bishops and priests of the Church in Slovakia,

We send You a letter from Ukraine on the occasion of the state as well as Church feast of our Slovak apostles of faith, Sts. Cyril and Methodius (5th July 2008).

Along with You we are making a stop at the historic crossroads where it is being decided whether the process of apostasy from Christ and from the saving faith will intensify or we will see the spiritual resurrection of the heart of Europe, that is of the historical Velehrad – Slovakia. The key to resurrection is conversion and repentance.

We remind here of:

1) History and archaeology

2) Repentance – the way to resurrection

3) The spiritual legacy

1) History and archaeology

a) Slovakia has two big centres with the tradition of Sts. Cyril and Methodius. The first one lies within the cadastre of the village of Kopčany. About 1 km from the river on the Moravian side is the finding-place of the most extensive excavations of several temples. On the Slovak side the chapel of St. Margaret from the 9th century pertains to this whole. Whether this is the location of the historical Velehrad, or whether it was located 50 m to the north, is the subject of discussions of archaeologists. In any case, its location was not where it is now. Archaeologists rather placed it in the cadastre of the village of Sady – Uherské Hradiště, where excavations of a temple from the 9th cent. were discovered. But let us leave the discussions to archaeologists and historians. The reality is that the cadastre of the village of Kopčany in Slovakia is a part of the largest whole of the finding-place with excavations from the times of Sts. Cyril and Methodius. What would be good to do? It would be good in proximity to the Morava River to build a church as the pilgrimage centre of Sts. Cyril and Methodius. If the Czech side does the same, it will be no competition, on the contrary it will only emphasize this centre. It would be practical to build a foot-bridge over the Morava River, enabling the pilgrims to visit both localities of this historical and spiritual complex. 

The church could have the ground-plan of one of the temples discovered. Outside, on one of its walls or in close proximity it would be good to build a shelter (an area) for the celebration of liturgy for the pilgrims.

It would be fitting if the village of Kopčany was renamed Old Velehrad (or New, South, Central or Little Velehrad). Let us remind that there is one more Velehrad – Veligrad near the Slovak border on the Danube in Hungary which likewise has a connection with the legacy of Sts. Cyril and Methodius.

It would also be good to found a religious community of Sts. Cyril and Methodius in the Roman-Catholic Church. The concrete spiritual programme, spirituality, we are not going to specify here.

It might be considered whether not to allow all priests in the archdiocese of Bratislava and diocese of Nitra and Trnava to celebrate the Old-Slavonic divine liturgy (in Old Savonic or Slovak language) on certain feasts. In the cadastre of the Kopčany village an archaeological research may be started.
b) The second historical and religious centre tied with the mission of Sts. Cyril and Methodius is Nitra and in particular the mountain of Zobor. A well-known statement of the Pope Innocent III from the year 1204 says that the Hungarian Empire (including Slovakia) had more Eastern (Slavonic) than Latin monasteries. This statement referred to the Zobor monastery in Nitra as well.

So Nitra, in spite of being defamed by the notorious Bishop Wiching in the 9th cent., managed to preserve the heritage of Sts. Cyril and Methodius in its Zobor monastery even as late as the beginning of the 13th cent. It can be supposed that in the time of Byzantine mission (863-885) Nitra had a spiritual centre (seminary – training college) for education of Slavonic priests, disciples of Sts. Cyril and Methodius. Nitra was a princely town and the second power spot of the Great Moravian Empire, right after Velehrad. 
Undoubtedly there was a school there led by one of the close fellow workers of the saint brothers (Angelar, Nahum, Sabbas, Clement, Laurence, Gorazd). In all probability this school was situated on the Zobor mountain. Wiching’s intervention after the death of St. Methodius (885) liquidated first of all this centre. Here he let the Slavonic disciples be captured and expelled from the territory or sold into slavery. In 899 Velehrad had its archbishopric renewed and three suffragan bishops consecrated, out of whom one was obviously assigned to Nitra. If not earlier, then not later than this time the Slavonic monastery school on Zobor was renewed too. After the fall of the centre of the Great Moravian Empire in 906 St. Gorazd, according to Prof. Dvorník, retreated to the north of the disintegrating empire, to the territory south of Cracow. This is from where, a century later, the hermit St. Svorad came to Zobor. 

What concretely could be done for the sake of renewal of the spiritual centre on the mountain of Zobor? Reconstruction in the place of the Church’s ruins or building of a small church in close proximity and at the same time creation of a permanent liturgical centre – a shelter for pilgrimages. The church could be dedicated to St. Gorazd. 

There could also be a small religious community of Sts. Cyril and Methodius there. 

c) The grave of St. Methodius

In relation to this history and archaeology there arises a question: Where is the grave of St. Cyril? It is in Rome. And where is the grave of St. Methodius? The answer is that it has not been discovered until this day. The disciples probably took the relics of St. Methodius and buried them in an unknown place. If the grave were found, we would regard it as a great spiritual treasure, even though in our ears it resounds: “Why do you seek the living among the dead?” Unlike our Lord and Saviour, who rose from the dead with His glorious body, St. Methodius is in God’s glory and his body (bones) will be glorified in the resurrection by God’s Spirit who dwelled in his body. What actually is our aim in this case? The discovery of the grave or spiritual resurrection? Archaeology or God’s life? Dead theology or the living Word of God? A greater treasure will be if instead of the grave of St. Methodius we will seek his spirit and receive this spirit. His spirit is in inseparable unity with the Spirit of God who was received by all the Apostles, by Paul the Apostle, by the martyrs, prophets, Church Fathers. Without receiving the Spirit of God no one shall be saved. The Scripture says: "If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His." (Rom 8:9) 

For this year’s World Youth Day the Pope Benedict XVI has chosen the word: “When the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you shall be My witnesses.” (Acts 1:8) If we receive this Spirit that more than 1100 years ago was brought to our territory by St. Methodius, we will see spiritual resurrection! And this is the most vital issue and task which we now face and for which we shall take responsibility. We are to receive the Spirit of Christ through  genuine repentance, which means that we need to fully break with the spirit of this world, with the spirit of pharisaism, with the spirit of heresies and with the spirit of Church intrigues à la Wiching. 

This is repentance – a change of spirit and receipt of the full Gospel. Our new life with Christ and in Christ we are then to base on four pillars: 1) the apostles’ teaching; 2) prayers; 3) fellowship; 4) the Eucharist (Acts 2:42) 

The early Church in Jerusalem was based on these pillars and on these pillars likewise St. Methodius built the Church on our territory.

Instead of dead Methodius let us accept the living one! Here one can say: “It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me.” (Gal 2:20) This is life, and that, eternal life! This is the spiritual resurrection of the individual as well as of the whole nation.

In spiritual awakening or in spiritual death there is one distinctive feature – what spirit one bears. Either You have the Spirit of Christ and belong to Him, or You have the spirit of the world and are dead! You have either the spirit of the pharisee Wiching or the spirit of the apostle Methodius! You have either the Spirit of Christ or the spirit of antichrist. You either have eternal life or You have it not! There is no middle way here. Everyone must choose! No one can serve two masters (cf. Mt 6:24).

2) Repentance – the way to resurrection

a) The spirit of Wiching – Church pharisaism. No sooner came the saint apostles of faith to our territory and preached the Word of God than a covert persecution began in the form of intrigues on the part of the Church personalities who were hypocritically inventing some immaterial obscurities and accused the saint brothers of heresy. Our Fathers had to make an apology to Rome. On 14th February 869 St. Cyril died there. On his way back to Great Moravia, St. Methodius was captured by the Germanic bishops who kept him in prison for two years and the Bishop of Passau Hermanerich even whipped him. At the intervention of the Holy Father these Bavarian bishops were punished and St. Methodius released. In the meantime there were political fights and other covert intrigues of Church persons taking place, which abused Christianity for building up their personal career, even at the price of disabling Christ and His servants to preach the full Gospel. Regrettably, these internal enemies, as in the time of St. Methodius so even today, are the greatest enemies of Christ, and that, inside the Church. The present Pope once said about these theologians and false Church representatives that by means of dialectics they can give the clear documents of the Church a completely opposite content. When the Pope allowed and solemnly promulgated the Old-Slavonic liturgy, these Church functionaries saw to it that it was cancelled afterward. Knowing what confusions there were in Rome and knowing about the intrigues, St. Methodius did not obey the Pope even in this point since he was aware that the Pope had been deceived through Church intriguers. This did not concern the questions of faith and morals, in which the Pope is infallible, this concerned a pastoral issue.
Example: Today we also cannot interpret obedience in a false way – e.g. that we are to follow the gesture of the Pope John Paul II in Assisi. This gesture was unfortunately not correctly interpreted by him and internal and external enemies abuse it to destroy the substance of the Church. Their interpretation is that we are to make unity with paganism, and this is a betrayal of Christ and the Church! Wiching, too, cleverly and hypocritically sheltered himself behind the authority of the Pope, aiming to destroy God’s work. It is necessary to break with the spirit of Wiching, with the spirit of Church intrigues. The worst enemy destroying the Church is not atheism or Nero or Stalin or other executioners of Christians. The worst enemy is Church pharisaism! This pharisaism crucified Christ and crucifies Him every day and every hour not only through heretical theologians but also through every one of us unless we have separated ourselves wholly from the spirit of the world and unless we are willing to lose our soul for the sake of Christ (see Mt 10:39). No theological level, no pastoral methods can bring conversion and spiritual resurrection. Without repentance we cannot receive the Spirit of Christ and without repentance we cannot even separate ourselves from the spirit of modern neopaganism!

b) Historic-critical theology (HCT)

Concrete repentance is to renounce the spirit of HCT and to stop teaching and interpreting the Scripture in this spirit and in this system. Neither the Apostle Paul nor St. Methodius preached God’s Word in this way. They preached in God’s power, full of the Holy Spirit. Behind HCT is not the fullness of the Holy Spirit but the spirit of atheism which nips God’s life in the bud (denies all the supernatural).

At almost all theological faculties in Slovakia this spirit poisons the future generation of priests at the root and instead of formation it deforms them. The teachers, theologians and students who have opened themselves to this spirit of pride and lie will never preach God’s Word in God’s power and bring God’s life to the souls like Sts. Cyril and Methodius. They will do the contrary. They will sow spiritual poison into the souls, which will destroy the salvific faith of many and throw them into eternal perdition. These are infestants and parasites on Christ’s Mystical Body – on the bleeding Church.

What does their repentance consist in? In their spiritual substance. In a change of mind and spirit. How? Through spiritual exercises where they will receive the Lord Jesus as their personal Saviour and Lord, open themselves fully to the Holy Spirit – the Spirit of truth. Thereafter they have to renounce this spirit of pride and death which disguises itself by using logical formulations how to interpret the Scripture. After they have done so, they have to decide to continue this way of truth, that means again and again to enter Christ’s death (2Cor 4:10-11) – i.e. to deny their will for the sake of Christ and to follow Christ. Then their eyes will be opened and they will come to see what spirit is behind the Holy Scripture and how the Scripture is to be interpreted – in such way as it was done by the Apostles, Church Fathers, saints and those who through them obtained salvation and true God’s wisdom. 

Spiritless interpretation of the Scripture is good for nothing, yet the interpretation in the spirit of HCT leads to death. Naturally, these spiritual exercises may be performed only by those who have passed through this way of repentance themselves and who continue it.

c) Repentance of sins against the First Commandment

- In the first place all bishops of Slovakia have to repent of having signed a confused document which was interpreted as ecclesiastical approval of occult homeopathy. The whole Catholic world was given offence. May brave repentance now be an example to all. This proclamation of KBS (The Conference of the Bishops of Slovakia) was issued and printed on 5th July 1996 in Katolícke noviny (The Catholic News) in particular!

The essence of homeopathy is magic. It does not use the effect of medical substance but the effect of spiritual power.

- The next one who must repent is the President of KBS Msgr. F. Tondra who takes the blame for his participation in a thesis concerning hypnosis. The author of this thesis, Dr. Max Kašparů, a psychiatrist and hypnotizer, promotes hypnosis as a pastoral method and received a doctorate in theology therefor. The Theological Faculty in Košice should repent too that they granted him this doctorate. Moreover, it is well known that Max Kašparů is in close contact with the apostate Prof. T. Halík who in his books introduces relativism, opens the door for Buddhism, for the spirit of New Age, and publicly denies Christ’s resurrection. 

These books are recommended in the Catholic News in Slovakia. This newspaper builds up uncritical reputation of both Prof Halík and M. Kašparů, so they both are represented as patterns of Christianity. In fact it is rather, sad to say, anti-Christianity.

- Naturally, all these heretics act with suggestiveness, arrogance and sovereignty. The one who will stand against will be mercilessly ridiculed. Simply, they are well familiar with human foolishness which is hidden behind our pride. The one who is truly humble does not fear their ridicule, criticism and threats. Unfortunately, the majority lack this cardinal virtue and therefore are easy to deceive and manipulate. 

- With deep pain we have to tell the truth even about our own from our midst. This concerns deceased Prof. Jozef Vrablec, our friend, who so many times blessedly participated in charismatic conferences. He deserves the credit for the spread of this movement in Slovakia. He was an example of living theology to young priests as a preacher and homilist. We repeat – with deep pain we have to say that we cannot agree with his scripts in which he recommends yoga nor with the book wherein he recommends Zen-Buddhism. For all the good he did for the sake of priests, even in the event of a proposal of his canonization, one would have to take account of this negative side of his. 

- The next sin that falls on the heads of priests and bishops is the responsibility for their failure to clearly preach and interpret the First Commandment. 
Because the Word of God was not preached in power and the believers were not exhorted to focus on the substance, that is on the living relationship with Jesus, and at the same time to avoid false spiritual streams, many people fell into a trap. Many paid for it with their psychical health, some even with their lives and many abandoned the Catholic Church and ended up in present-day sects.

- The blame falls on us for our failure to preach God’s Word in fullness as well as for the fact that all kinds of different sects with a Buddhist or Hindu foundation started to spread and settle in Slovakia (Hare Krishna, Bahaí...).

We have no other choice than to repent with genuine heart. Unless we do so, the antichristian pressures will lead the young Slovak generation to open themselves for the spirit of New Age. We are to blame that about 20% of the intelligentsia already believe in reincarnation. This is the fruit of our false respect for other religions, because we could not tell the truth about paganism. 

The call in Lourdes, Fatima and in other Marian pilgrimage places has a common denominator: Repentance, repentance, repentance! Be converted... unless you are converted, there will be...

First of all they, the priests and bishops in particular, are to rend not their garment but their hearts. 

Jesus did not dispense us, priests and bishops, from repentance! Quite the contrary! We are to be an example of truthfulness, so that we may be bearers of God’s Spirit, the Spirit of truth and repentance in fullness! 

- The Catholic News should repent of not bearing the Spirit of God but the spirit of the world. It should either he banned or deprived of the ecclesiastical approval, or it would be necessary to change the whole editorial staff. They publicly proclaim lies! (see CN 15/08).

- All movements and religious communities in Slovakia should repent, that they may become the salt and the light again!

- The Focolare movement in particular should repent of avoiding the truth and the spirit of repentance and of strongly manipulating the Church through "Wiching’s" spirit and hindering true conversion!

Wiching is a symbol of the enemies of Archbishop Methodius and a symbol of internal enemies who destroy the Church inside. Unfortunately, today there are just as many of them as in the time when St. Methodius began to preach the full Gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit on this territory. He not only preached but also trained his disciples among whom we count above all our St. Gorazd. Even today God is seeking souls that will sincerely open their hearts to the spirit of truth through repentance, receive the full Gospel, renounce various philosophies, heretical theologies or disintegrative psychologies, receive Christ and His Spirit in fullness and become His witnesses. Without these Christ’s witnesses the resurrection of the Church and nation cannot come!
3) The spiritual legacy of Sts. Cyril and Methodius

Sts. Cyril and Methodius translated the Holy Scripture into our language. Let us receive God’s Word with faith as they did. They did not look at God’s Word through spectacles of atheistic philosophy on which the so-called scientific interpretation of Scripture (so-called HCT) is based. 

“Let us not forget that even more than a millennium later Constantine’s Proglas speaks to us with the same topicality: ‘Hear now with your minds, hear, all you Slav people, hear the word coming from God, the word nourishing the human souls... Every soul begins to die unless it has God’s life in itself. Therefore hear, you Slavs, these words: This gift in truth is given from God...” This fundamental attitude towards the Holy Scripture was emphasized by Bishop V. Judák on 5th July 2007. 

Sts. Cyril and Methodius brought to us – translated – the so-called Nomocanon. It was not merely a dry codex, behind it was the practice of life and moral principles tied with healing penance.

Devotion to the Mother of God

May Our Lady of the Sorrows, the Patroness of Slovakia, intercede for us, that from what Sts. Cyril and Methodius sowed more than 1000 years ago we may now reap spiritual conversion and resurrection.

Yrs. 869-2009 – the anniversary of the death of St. Cyril Constantine (14th February 869).

If only in this jubilee year the seminarists, priests and religious could change their attitude towards God’s Word and definitively put aside the atheistic spectacles of HCT and receive his Proglas!

This year in Ukraine we commemorate the 1020th anniversary of the baptism of Rus-Ukraine by St. Vladimir. We pray for the political leadership too, that God may use them for the spiritual good of the whole nation.

Divine Liturgy

Sts. Cyril and Methodius translated it into our language. It pertains to the fundamental pillars of full spiritual life. Let us not forget the remaining three.

Discipleship

Jesus said: “Make followers (disciples) of all people.” The substance of discipleship lies in the fact that unlike the student, the disciple adopts both the spirit and the lifestyle of his spiritual father. Our spiritual fathers trained up their disciples, not mere theologians. And this is the root of the nowaday reform of the new generation of priests – to introduce discipleship. If only Slovakia could become a pattern for Europe.
Conclusion

Venerable bishops and priests of the Slovak Church, along with You we are making a stop at the historic crossroads where it is being decided whether the process of apostasy from Christ and from the saving faith will intensify or we will see the spiritual resurrection of the heart of Europe, that is of the historical Velehrad – Slovakia. The key to resurrection is conversion and repentance!
In Christ,


the bishops of the UGCC

+ Metoděj OSBM

+ Eliáš OSBM

+ Samuel 

+ Markian OSBM

Pidhirtsi, 20th May 2008

Copies to:
· His Holiness Benedict XVI

· Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

Address: Monastery OSBM, 80660 Pidhirtsi, Brody district, Lvov region, Ukraine

www.community.org.ua
UPDATE
CANONICAL STATUS OF THE SO-CALLED BISHOPS OF PIDHIRCI

Vatican City, 29 March 2012 (VIS) - Given below is the text of a declaration issued today by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith concerning the canonical status of the "so-called Greek-Catholic bishops of Pidhirci": Fr. Elias A. Dohnal O.S.B.M., Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk O.S.B.M., Fr. Metodej R. Spirik O.S.B.M., and Fr. Robert Oberhauser. The text is dated 22 February and bears the signatures of Cardinal William Joseph Levada and Archbishop Luis Francisco Ladaria Ferrer S.J., respectively prefect and secretary of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

(1) The Holy See has followed with great concern the activities of Fr. Elias A. Dohnal O.S.B.M., Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk O.S.B.M., Fr. Metodej R. Spirik O.S.B.M., and Fr. Robert Oberhauser who, having been expelled from the Basilian Order of St. Josaphat, subsequently proclaimed themselves as bishops of the Greek-Catholic Ukrainian Church. With their disobedience, these priests continue to challenge ecclesiastical authority, causing moral and spiritual damage, not only to the Basilian Order of St. Josaphat and the Greek-Catholic Ukrainian Church, but also to this Apostolic See and the Catholic Church as a whole. All this provokes division and bewilderment among the faithful. The aforementioned priests, having established a group of "bishops" of Pidhirci, have recently sought to have that group recognised and registered by the competent State authorities as the "Ukrainian Orthodox Greek-Catholic Church".

(2) Since the beginning of this painful episode, Church representatives of various ranks have sought to dissuade them from continuing a conduct which, among other things, could deceive the faithful, as has already happened in a number of cases.

(3) The Holy See, concerned to protect the unity and peace of Christs flock, had hoped in the repentance and subsequent return of the aforementioned priests to full communion with the Catholic Church. Unfortunately the most recent developments - such as the unsuccessful attempt to acquire State registration for the "Pidhirci" group under the name of the "Ukrainian Orthodox Greek-Catholic Church" - demonstrates their continuing disobedience.

(4) Therefore, to safeguard the common good of the Church and the "salus animarum", and given that the so-called "bishops" of Pidhirci show no sign of repentance but continue to create confusion and disarray in the community of faithful, in particular by calumniating representatives of the Holy See and of the local Church, and asserting that the supreme authority of the Church is in possession of documentation testifying to the full validity of their episcopal ordination, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, accepting the request presented by the ecclesiastical authorities of the Greek-Catholic Ukrainian Church, and by other dicasteries of the Holy See, has decided, by this declaration, to inform the faithful, especially in the countries of origin of the so-called "bishops", about their current canonical status.

(5) This Congregation, disassociating itself entirely from the actions of the so-called "bishops" aforementioned, and from their aforesaid declarations, formally declares that it does not recognise the validity of their episcopal ordinations, or of any and all ordinations that have derived, or will derive therefrom. Moreover, the canonical status of the four so-called "bishops" is that of excommunication, pursuant to canon 1459 para. 1 of the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches (CCEO), in view of the fact that an appeal sentence of the ordinary tribunal of the Major Archiepiscopal Ukrainian Church, issued on 10 September 2008, recognised them as guilty of offences under canons 1462, 1447 and 1452 of the CCEO; i.e., the offences of illegitimate usurpation of office, inciting sedition and hatred towards certain hierarchs, provoking subjects to disobedience, and harming a third party's good name by calumny.

(6) Furthermore, the use of the name "Catholic" by groups which are not recognised by the competent ecclesiastical authority is to be considered as illegitimate, pursuant to canon 19 of the CCEO.

(7) The faithful are, then, enjoined not to adhere to the aforementioned group as, to all canonical effects, it is outside ecclesiastical communion. The faithful are invited to pray for the members of the group, that they may repent and return to full communion with the Catholic Church.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
