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New Age “Angels”
By Susan Brinkmann, from the Women of Grace blog, 2008-2015
Interest in New Age “Angels” on the Rise
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=2509
By Susan Brinkmann, September 19, 2008

New Age “angels” are becoming the hottest new trend in Ireland with so-called “angel teachers” instructing the public on how to “spread the light of angels, ascension and the sacred mysteries of the Universe.” Publishers are already fighting over the rights to publish one best-selling book on the subject in the U.S.

In an article appearing in London’s TimesOnline, “angel stores” have been opening all over Ireland to meet the growing demand for angel paraphernalia while books on and books on angels are topping the best-seller lists. Many are speculating that hard economic times and a waning interest in traditional religion is steering more and more people toward a type of “angel” that is more like a New Age ascended master than the messengers of God found in Scripture.
The problem is that many of the new “angel teachers” blur the line between the two versions.

“A lot of Irish people have always had an interest, ever since we were taught about our guardian angels as children,” said Mildred Ryan, who refers to herself as Ireland’s first official “angel teacher.”

“It’s only in the past couple of years that interest has really exploded,” she said. “The world is going through so much turmoil and people are looking for help. They want to learn how to connect to angels.”

However, when one begins to “train” in this new field, they quickly learn that the way to connect with angels is not through prayer but by learning how to “channel information with angels and ascended masters.”

One of the most popular training schools, run by Britain’s “angel expert,” Diane Cooper, teaches people “how to ascend this lifetime” and instructs them in learning about higher energies known as “the Rays, Mahatma Energy, [and the] Silver Violet Flame.”

Her website explains: “Our planet Earth is undergoing a shift in consciousness so that we can all live at a higher frequency of love, wisdom, co-operation and peace. We are incredibly blessed to be incarnated right now because the opportunities for spiritual growth are enormous. We are being offered an opportunity to create Heaven on Earth and the Angels are here to assist us.”

On the same site, Cooper also claims to have lived in Atlantis and that “almost everyone currently incarnate has had at least one incarnation in Atlantis.”

A new book on the subject, Angels in My Hair, an autobiography by Lorna Byrne, has been on the top of the Irish bestseller chart for 12 weeks. Byrne claims she has been able to see angels and other “spirits” since childhood.

“We can’t get over the interest we’ve had in Lorna’s book,” said Byrne’s agent, Jean Callanan. “We have had nine print runs already and the editors of The Da Vinci Code got into a bidding war to win the rights to sell it in America. I don’t think anyone expected this interest. But Lorna always said that the angels told her it would be a bestseller.”

In an interview with Dublin’s Independent, Byrne claims the Archangel Michael and the prophet Elijah told her at an early age who she would marry, and that her husband would die young. She also claims to have played with a little boy named Christopher when she was a child who would “spark” when she touched him. Her mother later told her Christopher was a younger sibling who had died at 10 weeks of age.

“I don’t like to call myself a psychic; I hate that word,” Byrne said. “I am afraid to say I am a healer, but I do help people physically and emotionally. A lot of people have got well.”

Even while the interview was taking place, Byrne claimed to be seeing angels all around them.

“They are coming and going and messing around with a pen and a pad,” she told the reporter. “They are great mimics. One of them is even wearing a sun hat. They cheer me up.”
The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches that angels have been present since creation and throughout the history of the world, but that “Christ is the center of the angelic world. They are His angels.” [CCC 331] Angels are messengers of God who exist solely to praise Him and do His will. 

The new age version also makes a dangerous omission when it fails to recognize the difference between good and bad angels, thus leaving adherents open to a wide range of serious spiritual dangers. 

STUDY QUESTIONS:

1. How does the Catechism of the Catholic Church describe angels? (See No. 350 in the section on angels in the Catechism, which can be found here: http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/p1s2c1p5.htm )

2. How do we know angels exist? (See No. 328)

3. How does St. Augustine distinguish between the nature of angels and their office? (See No. 329)

4. Which came first, the fall of Adam or the fall of the angels? (See No. 391 in the section on the fallen angels in the Catechism, which can be found here: http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/p1s2c1p7.htm )

5. Is Satan’s power infinite? (See No. 326)

6. For personal reflection: Have you ever encountered a New Age version of angels? If so, can you now identify how this version differed from authentic Catholic teaching on the angels?

Two New Summer Books Promote New Age Beliefs
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=2075 

By Susan Brinkmann, June 11, 2009
Discerning Christians need to beware of two new books that are hitting the bookshelves this summer – one written about angels by a certified “Angel Therapy Practitioner” and another about a young boy who alleges to be a reincarnated fighter pilot from World War II.

Living in the Rear View Mirror: From Substance Abuse to a Life of Substance, written by Kim Vazquez, tells the story of her a destructive lifestyle of drug addiction and bad relationships who was “sobered up” by a healing angel. Although it is possible for God to heal someone through an angel, such as when He used the Angel Raphael to heal the lives of Sarah and Tobiah in the book of Tobit, Vazquez’s book is about a much different kind of angel.

Calling herself an “intuitive spiritual reader” and certified Angel Therapy Practitioner, she claims to have had her first visit from an angel as a child but waited 24 years to embrace her spiritual gift of being able to contact angels. Through “angel sessions,” she now helps clients learn how to contact angels for the purpose of helping them – not to discern and accomplish God’s will – but to achieve a happy and harmonious life.

Vazquez’s website reveals a woman who is heavily involved in the New Age, including offering clients readings from Akashic Records, which are an alleged energy source that contains information about every life that was ever lived. For a mere $100 per hour, Vazquez offers to read these Akashic Records to help clients discern the future or to discover past life experiences.
Vazquez’s book is also infused with the New Age belief that the human being is in complete control of their destiny. As the press kit for her book outlines, readers are told that “Your body has all the answers. Give up all thinking and rationalizing and let your gut instinct and intuition lead to your life of dreams.”
Suffering is a habit, she says, “a mentality that must be challenged until it’s released. Then you can enter a glorious existence.” She goes on to tell readers that “no one in the world can give you self-worth or happiness. The only path there is in your own hands.”

Another book released this month is Sole Survivor by Bruce and Andrea Leininger which tells the story of their son, James, who began having nightmares at the age of two about dying in a plane crash.

As the child grew older, he was able to provide more details about the plane which they discovered to be a World War II Corsair. He began to describe his life as a fighter pilot with amazing detail, telling how he died when he was unable to get out of the cockpit after being hit by enemy aircraft fire in the battle for Iwo Jima. James developed a vast knowledge of airplanes, crew members and recollection of actual events that supposedly took place during the life of a man named James M. Huston, Jr. By the age of 4, James could name crew members who had died before Huston, saying he met them in Heaven before his birth as James Leininger.

His father, Bruce Leininger, began to investigate the details of his son’s dreams and found them to be accurate. This led him and his wife, Andrea, to Carol Bowman, a so-called pioneer in reincarnation studies who specializes in the past life experiences of children. Naturally, with Bowman’s help, the Leiningers became convinced that their son is a reincarnated WWII fighter pilot.   

Both of these books represent a basic lack of understanding of even the most fundamental facts about angelic beings. First, that good angels are at the beck and call of God and exist only to do His will, not the bidding of humans, and; second, that fallen angels, who are possessed of superhuman power and intelligence are more than capable of inspiring dreams in the mind of a child in order to convince the unwary that reincarnation is real and heaven and hell are not. After all, without a heaven or hell, what need is there to worry about sin?

In addition, there is no Scriptural basis for the concept of reincarnation, nor is there any proof that it even exists. In fact, all of the most celebrated “proofs” of reincarnation, such as the famous Bridey Murphy case that started the contemporary reincarnation craze, were later discovered to have been faked.

Many New Agers, such as Shirley MacLaine, incorrectly claim that the Church once believed in reincarnation because of statements made by an early apologist named Origen about souls existing in heaven before being born on earth. However, this belief was condemned at the Second Ecumenical Council of Constantinople in A.D. 553 and Origen was actually one of the most prolific early writers against reincarnation.

The bottom line is that Christians in search of a good read this summer are best advised to look elsewhere.

“Angels in my Hair” is New Age!

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=169#more-169      

By Susan Brinkmann August 3, 2010

Someone contacted me last week about a book, Angels in My Hair, written by a middle-aged Irish housewife named Lorna Byrne. She said a local Catholic radio station had recently hosted the author in a conference, but she and some of her friends were uneasy about the book’s presentation of angels. It seemed more New Age than Catholic and she was concerned about seeing the book promoted in Catholic circles.

Being a lifelong devotee of the angels, nothing irks me more than seeing these enormously powerful and majestic beings reduced to cute little garden faeries by New Agers. All of their magnificence, which comes from their association with God, is left out (of course).

Sadly, Byrne’s book is no exception. I found many disturbing "teachings" in her story and caution Catholics not to assume that the powers she attributes to angels are in line with Church teaching because they certainly are not.

But before I begin, for those who are not familiar with Lorna Byrne, she is an Irish housewife who claims to have been able to see angels (and dead people) since birth. She sees guardian angels, archangels, angels that supposedly inhabit trees and frolic in the woods, etc. They sometimes look like balls of light, pulsing energy, or people (one of her favorites looks like a college professor). These beings are possessed of all kinds of powers that they generously share with her, such as the ability to read minds, produce out-of-body experiences, predict the future, etc.

Having said all that, I must admit that underlying all of these false teachings is a truly heartwarming tale that documents the life of a poor family living in Dublin, Ireland who endured incredible hardships while struggling to put food on the table.

Even more touching is Byrne’s story of being born with this unique ability to see angels that caused everyone to think she was mentally retarded. Her own family regarded her as inconsequential, as did her schoolmates and teachers. The tremendous hurt she suffered by this treatment seems to have pushed her toward these "beings" that filled her world. One cannot help but be moved with pity for this woman who seems to be genuinely innocent and well-meaning soul.

However, this doesn’t mean she can’t fall into the same trap as many New Agers when it comes to angels. They love to attribute all kinds of occult powers to their angels, who they prefer to call "spirit guides" - everything from prophesying about the future to introducing her to dead people – all of which are included in Byrne’s book.

For instance, Byrne’s angels are forever telling her who is about to die, including her own husband and father. 

She also gives an excellent description of clairvoyance on page 99 where she says that angels give her visions that seem like "a flickering television screen in front of me; other times it’s like a film going very fast." I couldn’t help but be reminded of the words of former clairvoyant Moira Noonan in her book, Ransomed from Darkness, where she similarly describes her abilities as "movies playing in my mind."

On page 93 Byrne describes how the angels transported her soul out of her body so that she could be with a co-worker spiritually. She describes the episode as having left her "body and soul connected by a thread."

On page 211, she’s told by an angel that her father would be needing her to help him "pass over" to the other side (which sounds a lot like the jargon used by TV psychics such as John Edward).

Byrne also speaks quite often about being able to see "energy flowing around people" much like what New Agers describe as "auras". On page 20, she describes how, as a child, she used to play with these energy fields that surrounded trees in the forest, saying they used to "pull her" toward them while she tried to escape.

On page 24, she describes the Queen of Angels, who we know as the Virgin Mary, as a being similar to a tiny spark of light that the angels put into her hand. It "came alive" and grew bigger and bigger until she saw "a beautiful face, like a human face, smiling down at me." She referred to this "face" not as the Virgin Mary but as the "mother of creation", which I found odd from someone who was supposedly raised Catholic.

Byrne also speaks very often about the souls of the dead who are lingering on earth and waiting for some kind of help to depart. For instance, when she was a child, she claims she often played with the soul of her deceased sibling, Christopher, who "sparked" when she touched him.

Byrne also makes the claims that "when babies die, their spirits stay with their mothers for as long as they are needed" (Page 5). Need I point out that this is not a Catholic belief? Our faith teaches that "Each man receives his eternal retribution in his immortal soul at the very moment of his death, in a particular judgment that refers his life to Christ: either entrance into the blessedness of heaven – through a purification or immediately – or immediate and everlasting damnation." (Catechism No. 1022)

In other words, there’s no hanging around after death waiting on the disposition of mortals.

In another example that appears on page 207, Byrne tells the story of the soul of a drowned young man whose body had not yet been found and who began to visit her regularly. She claims that God used her as a "connection between the supernatural and physical world" and believes that without this connection, the man’s body may never have been found.

I don’t know about you, but the God I know is omnipotent and doesn’t "need" people for anything, let alone to find drowned bodies. 

She also claims on page 62 that the "spirit of someone who just passed over can ask for the angels to console and help those left behind . . ."

This is a nice thought, but it’s totally unfounded mainly because angels don’t take their orders from humans. They exist to serve God and Him alone. "With their whole beings, the angels are servants and messengers of God," the Catechism teaches (No. 329). "Christ is the center of the angelic world. They are His angels."
Sadly, I must say that the above examples are almost minor compared to the more glaring errors being put forth as messages from heaven delivered by these so-called angels.

For instance, on page 29 Byrne claims her angels told her that all religions should be "under one roof". "Muslims, Jews, Protestants, Hindus, Catholics and all the other different religions should be together under one umbrella," the angels supposedly taught her. So where does that leave Jesus Christ and the Church He founded? I guess He’s relegated to the New Age list of prophets alongside Moses and Mohammed.

Another significant error can be found on page 167 where she speaks about children who choose their parents before they were born. "It actually chose you before it was even conceived . . ." Byrne writes about an unborn child.

This teaching is known as pre-existence, often associated with reincarnation, and proposes that the soul is in existence before being placed into a body. Byrne obviously is unaware that the doctrine of pre-existence was condemned by the Council of Constantinople in 540 A.D.  

I also found it odd that it was not until the middle of the book that Byrne talks about becoming involved in a charismatic prayer group and it’s even later before she mentions going to Mass on a regular basis. To her credit, she does claim that Satan exists – something New Agers are loathe to do. Her writing is peppered with truths about God and His action in the world which only makes it easier for someone to become confused when trying to determine what is of the faith and what is of the occult.

I could go on and on but I think you get the idea. We should all take this occasion to sit down and read Colossians, a letter written by St. Paul in part to counter the teachings of people who were improperly stressing the importance of angels and other "principalities and powers" which were connected with astral powers and other cultic practices.

"Let no one disqualify you, delighting in self-abasement and worship of angels, taking his stand on visions, inflated without reason by his fleshly mind . . ." Paul writes, and exhorts his followers to avoid all practices that are contrary to the faith. 

This is why I would not recommend this book to anyone who is looking for the truth on angels.

A much better choice for an explanation of authentic Catholic teaching on the angels is Fr. Pascal P. Parente’s book, The Angels: Catholic Teaching on the Angels. His accounting of the mind-boggling capabilities of these ethereal creatures makes the New Age version look like the fairy tale that it is!

Don’t invite any “Angels” into your home until you know who they are – and who they aren’t

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=974#more-974
By Susan Brinkmann, May 23, 2011

One of our readers was kind enough to send us an e-mail she received which offered her an opportunity to invite three "angels" into her life for five days. Believe it or not, people are actually falling for this and going through all the prescribed rituals to allow these unnamed spirits into their lives!

These so-called angels are referred to as The Gift, which derived from a German medium named Irma who claims they were channeled to her after she watched the movie, "Pay It Forward". This movie was about a troubled 11 year-old boy named Trevor (Haley Joel Osment) whose teacher (Kevin Spacey) asks him to come up with a practical way to make the world better and to put it into action. Trevor comes up with the notion of Pay It Forward, which is to do a favor for three people without being asked, then ask them to do the same for three others.

Irma apparently decided that sending occult spirits to her friends would make the world a better place. Calling them "angels", she claims they can help recipients "take part in raising the consciousness of the planet by beginning with your innermost sacred desires." These "angels" can also help to accelerate the recipient’s "personal growth and awareness" and will help with any "project/evolution" needed during the five day period. At the end of this time, they are to send the "angels" to three others.

A small ceremony must take place to welcome the "angels" which consists of setting up a special place in the home to erect a shrine. This altar must contain a white candle which the recipient has blessed, a white flower, three prayer requests written down and put in an envelope, with an apple (yes, an apple) placed on top of the envelope.

"Before you greet the Angels, light the candle and tend to it while the Angels stay with you," the e-mail reads. "If the candle should finish, start a new one. Keep a white candle burning while they are with you. You can put it out when you are not home and re-light or light another one when you return; just bless it again. At the agreed time (when I release the Angels to you) you open the door (literally) and welcome the Angels by saying:

"Welcome Angels that have been sent to me. Please, come in! Thank you for coming here and blessing all the people that I come in contact with and that enter my home. Thank you for choosing me and my loved ones to spread the blessings of joy, love, wisdom and accelerated growth and evolution. Thank you for assisting me and manifesting my three prayers that lay on my heart."

On the day the "angels" leave, the recipient is to open the door and send them off to the three people chosen to receive them, who in turn open their door and welcome them at the same time.

The e-mail includes a kind of testimony from the "angels" in which they claim to desire only to "grace everyone’s lives with a taste of Divine love, grace and the blessings of God."

They go on to describe their "energy" as subtle, gentle and powerful. "It seeks the low places like water to nurture, correct and allow healing energy to grow." They claim to be non-judgmental spirits who are only interested in helping people. "So enjoy and relax. Take in our love. Do not be afraid of any piles of dust in the corners of your house, your psyche or your soul. We will lovingly help you clean them up."
Calling themselves the "wash maidens of the earth", they claim they want to be respectful of our "Divine nature" and only come into people’s homes in order to "let grace have a face."

"We love co-creating the world you want to create. The energy of your desires and needs comes from you but we often provide the horsepower to give you the edge energetically to make it happen with more ease and grace. Our work is as simple as this."

First of all, there’s no such thing as a helping angel who is at the beck and call of human beings. Angels do not respond to the command of mediums; they are pure spirits who are at the command of God alone.

"Christ is the center of the angelic world. They are his angels: 'When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him. They belong to him because they were created through and for him: 'for in him all things were created in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or authorities – all things were created through him and for him.' They belong to him still more because he has made them messengers of his saving plan: 'Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to serve, for the sake of those who are to obtain salvation?'" (Catechism No. 331)

You can be sure that whoever – or whatever – Irma is sending around are not angels of God. Anyone who invites them into their home does so at their own risk.

Beware of false angels – and the false prophets who promote them

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=1223#more-1223      

By Susan Brinkmann, July 26, 2011

S writes: "A friend of mine read a book on angels written by Doreen Virtue. My friend is so into angels. I do believe in angels and I pray to them for guidance, but I think my friend is being misled by this author who I believe is a New Ager. Who is Doreen Virtue and what are her beliefs?  Can you comment and what advise can you give my friend."
Trust me, the kind of angels Doreen Virtue is communicating with aren’t the kind you want hovering around.

According to her website, Doreen Virtue claims she is a spiritual doctor of psychology and a fourth generation metaphysician who is a "natural clairvoyant". She spoke with "imaginary friends" when she was child and only stopped because of teasing. Later in life, she was allegedly warned by one of these "angels" that her car was about to be carjacked. She heard a voice that was loud and distinctly male command her to scream with all her might, which attracted passers-by who scared off her would-be attacker.

"Doreen immediately began a daily rigorous practice of receiving and deciphering her Divine Guidance," she writes on her site. At the same time, she began "re-examining her spiritual beliefs, along with her Western psychological beliefs" and ended up combining her clairvoyance with her education in psychology (she holds a Ph.D. in counseling psychology from a non-accredited distance learning center). Her practice evolved into "Angel Therapy" in which she combines her psychology background with her spiritual abilities.

"When you work with angels, you can lean upon their light to help you heal at miraculous rates and in amazing ways," she says. "The angels can help us heal physically, spiritually, emotionally, and financially."

The first clue that the angels Dr. Virtue contacts aren’t good angels is that she does so through clairvoyance, which is an occult art. We know from Deuteronomy 18 that those who involve themselves in these kinds of practices are considered abhorrent by God. "There shall not be found among you any one that makes his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, one that uses divination, a soothsayer, or an enchanter, or a sorcerer, or a charmer, or one that consults a ghost or a familiar spirit, or a necromancer. For whosoever doeth these things is an abomination unto the LORD." (Deut. 18: 10-12)

Because angels exist to do the will of God, and God despises these practices, He would not contradict Himself by allowing His angels to take part in them.

We also know that Satan likes to disguise himself as an "angel of light” (2 Corinthians 11:14) which he is obviously doing in this case. He was more than happy to save Dr. Virtue from a carjacking in order to win her confidence in him. I’m sure he did everything possible to facilitate her new career path so that, through her, he will be promoted as an "angel" to thousands of people through her books and seminars.

This kind of deception, which just about anyone can fall victim to, is precisely why we are told: "Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God . . ." (1 John 4: 1, 2)

Dr. Virtue also propagates something known as "Angel Therapy" which is notoriously New Age. It is based on the premise that the key to healing is in communication with angels. The field is reserved exclusively to New Agers, clairvoyants, hypnotherapists who believe in past life regression, etc.

However, don’t feel bad if you have been lured into buying these books or believing this nonsense. Listen to how deceptively it’s promoted. "Angel Therapy is a non-denominational spiritual healing method that involves working with a person’s guardian angels and archangels, to heal and harmonize every aspect of life," Virtue writes on her site. "Angel Therapy also helps you to more clearly receive Divine Guidance from the Creator and angels. Everyone has guardian angels, and these angels perform God’s will of peace for us all. When we open ourselves to hear our angels’ messages, every aspect of our lives becomes more peaceful." It’s not until one checks into Virtue and her background that they discover the kind of angels she deals with are not the kind of any of us want to consort with.

I would tell your friend to pitch this book and get into the practice of praying to his/her guardian angel daily, as well as reciting the prayer to St. Michael with the specific intention of asking for protection against false angels – and the false prophets who promote them.
Would You Trade St. Michael for a Fire Salamander? 

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=14775#more-14775
By Susan Brinkmann, June 18, 2012

It never ceases to amaze me how many New Agers insist on stripping angels of their vast array of preternatural powers to make them into a bunch of extra-terrestrial palm readers. A case in point is the e-mail I received from Elsa and Carey Stokes, who claim to be ordained ministers, professional mediums, angel communicators, shamanic practitioners and Reiki masters (one of the best occult-based resumes I’ve seen in a long time). The e-mail was an invitation to an upcoming Spiritual Awakening Conference in which they will speak on the subject of how “Angels Open up My Intuition.” 
The conference promises to be a “bridge to the angelic kingdom” which will help attendees to enhance their intuition, activate their inner vision, identify their Archangel, learn “Sacred Shamanic Trance” and lots more (I shudder at the thought).

First of all, the “angelic kingdom” is an invention by clairvoyants with great imaginations who claim to have seen and even drawn pictures of the various beings who live in this imaginary realm such as Fire Salamanders and Sea Sylphs. (Why would anyone trade St. Michael for a Fire Salamander?)

While reading this, I couldn’t help but wonder – what’s wrong with the seven choirs with all of their magnificent capabilities such as moving at the speed of thought, communicating mind to mind, and having the strength to hurl the planet into a parallel universe? Oh, I forgot – it’s that “God thing” – you know, how the angels are messengers of God who exist only to do His bidding. I guess that’s too old-hat now. People want angels who serve their own purposes, such as filling their dreams with winning lottery numbers or activating their inner vision so they can make a better connection with their divine center. 

The Stokes also offer an “Angels hotline” where people can go to get instant readings from angels who are standing at the ready for divination purposes. And for just $75, you can become a “certified” Angel Channel Reader which will enable you to “do” angel readings, get closer to and even learn how to channel your angel.

How sad! The only beings that will allow themselves to be channeled are demonic as neither God nor His angels would ever possess a human being – which is what channeling requires – because He specifically denounces all such forms of mediumship in the Bible (Deut. 18: 10-12).

People like the Stokes’ are making a fortune off the poorly catechized who don’t know that by trailing after these mythological demigods, they are walked away from beings possessed of unimaginable power who have been gifted to us by a loving God who wishes only to see us safely home at the end of our lives on earth.

Click here and here to read more about how to spot counterfeit New Age angels.

Angels All around Us is Biblically Sound Book!
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=17029#more-17029
By Susan Brinkmann, October 24, 2012

SMB asks: “What can you tell me about the new book on angels – Angels All Around Us? Is this another one of those New Age books on angels?”



Great question and I’m happy to report that (for once) a great new book on angels has come out that isn’t based in New Age fairy tales but on Scripture.

The book is written by Anthony deStefano who is the best-selling author of A Travel Guide to Heaven and Ten Prayers God Always Says Yes To. In addition to being a member of the Knights of Malta (a Catholic military order that was originally formed to protect the Holy Land) and frequently works with Father Frank Pavone and the Priests for Life on pro-life issues.

His treatment of angels in this book is based on Revelation – not information gleaned from psychics and mediums. In this recent interview he says the reason he wrote the book is to make theological teaching on angels more accessible to the non-theologian.

“My hope is that, by doing this, these invisible realities won’t seem so unfamiliar in the future. And the more familiar they are, the easier it will be to understand them and to have absolute faith in their existence,” de Stefano said.

In addition to presenting theologically sound teaching about angels, he also does what New Age books on angels never include – a thorough treatment of the devil. ” . . . The devil really exists. He is spoken about many times in Scripture. He’s not a ‘theological construct,’ as some academics have theorized. He’s a real being.”

I highly recommend this book and do so with no reservations.

Beware of Phony St. Michaels

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=21525 

By Susan Brinkmann, May 24, 2013
AC asks: “St. Michael is referred to in the new age movement, but I do not know the role that he plays in the new age. I know he is not the same St. Michael that we as Catholics request help from, but it is a distortion of and twisting of the truth into a false belief in an angel. But his name suggests to those that are introduced to new age as the same angel that stands before God and therefore are drawn in under the lie that whatever he is involved in is safe and good and in accordance with the Holy Church. The “well it can’t be wrong as they believe in St. Michael and pray to him” so these practices are okay, is the misconception and I am just trying to figure out who he is to those deep in New Age. 

Is he seen as a new age god?”

In the New Age, “god” is either the self or an energy force – or a combination of the two.

The St. Michael who is preached by New Agers is an imposter. Believers in the New Age are notoriously inclined to put their own spin on the beliefs of others, often trying to blend them with other religious to create a kind of “hodge-podge” that has ingredients familiar to many and therefore appealing to a wider variety of persons. This is how they lure people into the New Age – and is precisely how they are accomplishing one of the main goals of the movement – the establishment of One World Religion.

New Age angels are always focused on “empowering” people to achieve their highest potential, rid themselves of anxieties and troubles, rake in all kinds of money while being enormously successful, etc.

St. Michael is a favorite of these “Santa Claus” angels. Check out this blog about the book by Joy Pedersen called Wisdom of the Guardian which she claims will empower people to “resolve their issues affecting money, career, and relationships as well as how to create peace on earth and prepare for heaven on earth.” The book is comprised of messages from St. Michael which she claims to receive through the occult-art of channeling.

Then there’s Ronna Herman who calls herself a messenger for Archangel Michael. Her “Wisdom Teachings of Archangel Michael” offer to help people “claim self-mastery” and “attain soul-awareness and God-consciousness.”

Authentic angels are never at the beck and call of mediums and channelers. They are pure spirits who are at the command of God alone.

As the Catechism teaches: “Christ is the center of the angelic world. They are his angels: ‘When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him. They belong to him because they were created through and for him: ‘for in him all things were created in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or authorities – all things were created through him and for him.’ They belong to him still more because he has made them messengers of his saving plan: ‘Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to serve, for the sake of those who are to obtain salvation?’” (Catechism No. 331)

Those who say, “Well, they pray to St. Michael so how bad can they be” probably aren’t aware of how the New Age sabotages the beliefs of others. And it’s not just Christian beliefs. They have so distorted the many rites and rituals of Native American spirituality that the Lakota tribe actually declared war on them (they call New Agers “plastic shamans”) in the early 90′s!

The good news is that this phony St. Michael is easy to spot, even for people who are only marginally educated in the faith. If any version of St. Michael is coming from a channeler or psychic or any other occult means, it’s not from God.

Beware of Angel Readers!
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=24981#more-24981
By Susan Brinkmann, October 23, 2013





D writes: “My sister went through a very hurtful divorce and turned to an angel reader for help. I went with her to a day of healing and can see where you can get drawn in. She named my angel, knew things about me that had caused pain, performed a healing treatment and gave us all an angel card and stone . . . After hearing your show I started to think this was not good! I went and talked to a priest who removed any damage this ‘new energy’ caused. Are you familiar with this? The person who put this on was very nice, caring and seemed true to her strong faith. She talked about God and his angels, fairies and what we were in a past life. I have tried to warn my sister but she feels it is not harmful and brings her peace.
I have no doubt that the person who conducts this ministry is sincere and caring – but she’s also the victim of deception.

Angel Readers are just another New Age fad that has caused many people to be led into a relationship with a demonic entity that they were told was an angel. This can come about in a variety of ways when a practitioner relies either upon their psychic abilities or the use of “angel cards” which are used to divine messages.

Typically, the angels these readers consort with have fanciful names such as Asaliah and Yehuiah. There are “romance angels” who supposedly help us find our soul mate and others who can help answer all of our questions about life.

Here’s a typical New Age description of the angels and their purpose which is given by a woman who calls herself Sister Othelia, the Feng Shui Gypsy:

“Angels are of positive frequency and unconditional love. For those of us who wish a reading that points out angel guidance we may be blocking or missing, an Angel Message Reading is perfect. It is my belief our human bodies are like vehicles for our angels, who steer us to positive choices throughout our life within our inner voice.  How we tune into this inner guidance may be easier than you think, does not take thousands of dollars, and is the ability to separate the shadow voice of childhood trauma, from the loving voice of our angels.”

Of course, none of this is even remotely scriptural.

First and foremost, angels (the good ones) do not respond to the command of mediums; they are pure spirits who are at the command of God alone. We know this to be true because God specifically condemns all practices of mediumship in Deuteronomy 18: 10-11: “Let there not be found among you anyone who immolates his son or daughter in the fire, nor a fortune teller, soothsayer, charmer, diviner, or caster of spells, nor one who consults ghosts and spirits or seeks oracles from the dead.”

If God will not communicate with us through these sources, He certainly isn’t going to allow His angels to do so either. In other words, any so-called angels who are named by “angel readers” are not of God which means they are demons.

This description contains the truth about angels: “Christ is the center of the angelic world. They are his angels: ‘When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him. They belong to him because they were created through and for him: ‘for in him all things were created in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or authorities – all things were created through him and for him.’ They belong to him still more because he has made them messengers of his saving plan: ‘Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to serve, for the sake of those who are to obtain salvation?’” (Catechism No. 331)

The devil is more than capable of creating the illusion of healing and peace, of naming things that happened in your life, etc. which is what you and your sister experienced at the hand of this reader. Unfortunately, none of this came from God. You were right in seeing a priest and being cleansed of any spirit that might have attached to you and your sister would be wise to seek the same help.

The New Age and its many occult practices make it imperative that Christians become spiritually savvy in order to prevent themselves from falling for these “feel good” ministers of darkness. Invest in a good book on spiritual warfare such as John LaBriola’s Onward Catholic Soldier which will teach you how to discern good from evil in today’s confusing environment.
Beware of Angel intuitives!
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=27398#more-27398
By Susan Brinkmann, January 27, 2014
AB writes: A friend asked me to listen to The Healing Miracles of Archangel Raphael by Doreen Virtue. This is an audio CD series and our two 15 year old daughters were in the vehicle with me when we began to listen. I was struck by their questions shortly after we began to listen to the book. We did not listen further. THEY asked if this person was a ‘new ager’. I had to admit I was not comfortable with some of the comments that were being read. Do you have some research on this author?”

You have good reason to be concerned about Doreen Virtue’s CD series. She’s an “angel intuitive” who believes she can contact a person’s guardian angel to get information about how to “heal and harmonize every aspect of their lives.”

Doreen Virtue’s background explains a lot. A highly educated woman with a doctorate in counseling psychology, she worked in all-women psychiatric facilities in Nashville and San Francisco before branching out into the field of intuitive counseling which she claims was a natural offshoot of her lifelong clairvoyant “gifts”.

Apparently, she has been able to see and converse with “invisible friends” since childhood but fought off this “gift” until her “friends” saved her from a carjacking on July 15, 1995. From then on, she decided to start listening to these “friends” who she believes are “angels” and is now calling herself a “spiritual doctor of psychology and a fourth-generation metaphysician” who works with “angelic, elemental and ascended master realms”.

She has written more than 50 books on these subjects, including Healing with the Angels and Messages from Your Angels, and actively teaches people how to communicate with these beings that she thinks are “angels”. She conducts workshops around the world on spiritual psychological issues and claims that many of her students are medical and psychological professionals, including M.D.’s, R.N.’s, psychologists, and social workers.

If this is true, it’s indeed frightening, because any reasonably catechized Catholic knows that Doreen Virtue’s “invisible friends” are angels alright, but not the good kind. She’s consorting with demons who are masquerading as angels of light. Even worse, she’s teaching this dangerous skill to others as well.
God has clearly condemned all forms of clairvoyance (see Deuteronomy 18: 10-12); therefore, He would never contradict Himself by allowing His angels to consort with a clairvoyant. And because disembodied souls are also under His command, that leaves only one other preternatural being who could be responsible for posing as Dr. Virtue’s “friends” – the devil.  As we all know, he certainly has the motive and the power to pull off such a ruse.

Even though it was not your intention to expose your daughters to Dr. Virtue’s occult activities, you could turn this into a valuable teaching moment by explaining the facts about angels and the dangers of practices such as clairvoyance. This blog (immediately below) about other angel intuitives might also be of help to you.

If I were you, I’d toss those CD’s into the trash to prevent anyone from being harmed by them! 

Is there an Archangel Named Jophiel?
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=30767#more-30767
By Susan Brinkmann, June 13, 2014

JA asks: “Have you heard of the Archangel Jophiel?”
The Archangel Jophiel supposedly originates in Jewish and Kabalistic lore where he is regarded as a member of the angelic choir known as the Cherubim. In Hebrew, the name means “beauty of God” or “my rock is God”. Some believe this was the angel that cast Adam and Eve out of the Garden of Eden; however, there is no evidence of this, nor is there any biblical mention of such an angel.

Not surprisingly, this Archangel has become a favorite among New Agers who seek him for a variety of reasons.

For example, Sharon Taphorn, a Reiki Master and spiritual intuitive, tells people that Jophiel can help a person “elevate their thoughts to higher wisdom”, keep the “energy” in their homes and lives more balanced, and enable them to see the beauty of others. http://www.playingwiththeuniverse.com/ The Ascension Research Center claims Jophiel was the “First World Teacher” for our world. http://www.ascension-research.org/jophiel.html 

Ivy Rose Holistic claims Jophiel was the Prince of the Cherubim who watched over the sons of Noah and is known to have a “feminine energy”. He/she is to be invoked when one needs clarity, such as when studying for exams, or for creative tasks such as cake decorating and flower arranging. He/she is also useful to help people who are campaigning for issues such as animal rights and the environment. When searching for sources for these claims, I found: “. . . Research and ideas from various sources including books, websites, angel card readings, the writer’s own inspiration/connection and suggestions from others.” http://www.ivy-rose.co.uk/Angels/Archangels/Archangel-Jophiel.php 

We know from Scripture and Tradition that the number of angels is staggering, but the Holy Spirit has revealed the names of only a few – namely, Michael, Gabriel and Raphael. It is not at all likely that He would choose to reveal the names of other angels to spiritual intuitives and Reiki masters rather than to the Church. In other words, if a being named Jophiel tries to make contact with you, get out the holy water and start invoking the name of Jesus!

Do Angels Create Massage Techniques?
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=32601#more-32601
By Susan Brinkmann, August 20, 2014

GD writes: “What is sacred touch therapy? Is this new age stuff?”
Yes, indeed!

Sacred Touch Therapy is the invention of Elizabeth A. Barton, an astrologer, Reiki master, diviner, and certified massage therapist who describes how this therapy came about on her website.
“Around seven years ago, I started having encounters with Archangels through my dreams and meditation. . . Via mystical experiences and the life lessons the Angels tossed in my path, I have ended up here, opening my own healing business. 
In this healing work, Archangel Gabriel is my main contact, although I have worked with most of the major Archangels.”

She claims this type of massage is a “clothes-on, transformational massage technique” that she developed during her 30 years of studying “various metaphysical and physical healing modalities.”

As Catholics, we know that the Archangels are involved in much more important affairs than the design of new massage techniques. I would steer clear of this one!

Beware of Rogue Angels!
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=33690#more-33690
By Susan Brinkmann, October 2, 2014

This week marks the celebration of one of the most beloved beliefs of a Christian souls – angels – a good time to review what is Catholic teaching and what is not. These extraordinary beings, which were created by God to be pure spirits, are possessed of powers that are incomprehensible to the human mind: their exalted intelligence; their ability to move at the speed of thought; their herculean strength; the uncanny way they communicate with one another simply by opening their minds and revealing what they wish to “say.”
Jesus Himself tells us that we each have a guardian angel in Matthew 18:10: “Their angels in heaven always stand before the face of my heavenly Father.”

As the Catechism teaches: “The existence of the spiritual, non-corporeal beings that Sacred Scripture usually calls ‘angels’ is a truth of faith.”  (No. 328)

Even though the Church has never defined this truth, the great Father Suarez SJ, an authority on this subject, says to not believe it would be “a very great rashness and practically an error.”

Scripture has given us a wealth of information about the angels, including the names of the three archangels – Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael – who are part of the “Seven Angels” that stand before the throne of God.

“Grace be unto you and peace from Him that is, and that was, and that is to come, and from the Seven Spirits which are before the Throne.” (Revelation 1:4)

These angels are believed to “form a privileged circle most close to Almighty God” and are considered to be the highest princes of the heavenly court whose main occupation is to contemplate and praise the Divine Essence, but who are also assigned special duties.

For instance, Michael is the angel that sent Lucifer packing during the great war that took place in heaven between the good and the bad angels. Gabriel is the angel who announced the birth of John the Baptist to Zachariah, who received Our Lady’s fiat to become the Mother of the Messiah, and who announced his birth to the shepherds. Raphael, who is believed to be the angel who stirred the healing waters in the pool of Bethsaida is also the angel who healed Sarah of a curse of the demon Asmodeus that prevented her from enjoying a successful marriage.

We do not know the names of the rest of the seven, although there are plenty of people who claim to know them.

Consider this article, published on Spirit Daily on September 26, which claims that “In the year 1040, St. Celias made an exhaustive study of the approved writings of the Early Church Fathers up to the 4th Century.  Through his studies we have come to know seven of the names of the Archangels, the meaning of their names and the sacrament each is the patron of.”

This saint, of whom I could find no record, claims the names of the seven angels are: Michael, Gabriel, Raphael, Uriel, Jehudiel, Sealtiel and Barachiel.

The Catholic Encyclopedia reports that of the seven archangels that appear in the angelology of post-Exilic Judaism, only three are named in canonical Scripture – Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael. The other names are taken from a non-canonical source – the Book of Enoch – with derivatives found in other apocryphal sources.

It’s important to note that the Vatican does not approve of the veneration of these and other “rogue” angels. In this 300-page Directory of Public Piety which was published in 2001 by the Congregation for Divine Worship, the faithful are discouraged from “assigning names to the Holy Angels . . . except in the cases of Gabriel, Raphael and Michael.”

These directives serve to protect the faithful from being drawn into devotions to phony angels such as those being promoted by proponents of the New Age movement. Angel intuitives and card readers form a virtual cottage industry on the internet and who make a variety of absurd claims about angels who do everything from find our soul mate to insure our financial success.

For instance, a spiritual healer known as Joy Pedersen claims to channel St. Michael and has published books filled with these alleged messages. She claims these messages will empower people to “resolve their issues affecting money, career, and relationships as well as how to create peace on earth and prepare for heaven on earth.”

Sister Othelia, the Feng Shui Gypsy, tells visitors to her site that “angels are of positive frequency and unconditional love” and offers Angel Message Readings to anyone who wants the advice of these beings.

Ronna Herman, who calls herself a messenger for Archangel Michael, says her “Wisdom Teachings of Archangel Michael” offer to help people “claim self-mastery” and “attain soul-awareness and God-consciousness.”

God has explicitly condemned the spiritualistic practice of channeling in Scripture (Deuteronomy 18:10) so whoever (or whatever) is passing along these messages is certainly not of God.

Always remember that “Christ is the center of the angelic world. They are his angels . . .” (Catechism No. 331)” who exist solely to do His will. They would never be at the beck and call of a medium.

God has given us a celestial bodyguard to guard us who is possessed of such extraordinary power and beauty they expose these cheap New Age imitations for what they truly are – either figments of someone’s imagination or visitations from the dark side.

Kevin Basconi’s Angels
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=36708#more-36708
By Susan Brinkmann, January 23, 2015
MB asks: “I have read Kevin Basconi’s three books on angels, called Dancing with Angels and also the seer anointing. I would like to know what you think about them.”

Kevin Basconi is an evangelist who claims he was once taken to heaven by Jesus who personally released angels to accompany him in life. One is an angel of provision and protection and the other is an angel of healing and miracles. According to Sid Roth, the popular host of It’s Supernatural, money and miracles are supernaturally released in other people’s lives when Basconi speaks.
For those who have never heard of him, Basconi claims to have been instantaneously healed of 30 years of addiction to drugs and alcohol during a prayer service at his brother’s church. After that experience, supernatural events began to take place in his life such as the smelling of fragrances, appearances of angels, and an audible message from God instructing him to reach out to the lost in his city. He often had visions during prayer and eventually realized that when he acted upon what he saw in these visions, supernatural things would occur.

Most of his ministry and writings are based on these personal revelations – the danger of which cannot be understated. Being an evangelical, there is no central teaching authority upon which Basconi can rely for guidance about his visions such as we have in the Catholic Church. His credibility rests on his own judgment, on the alleged healings that take place at the various congregations where he preaches, and on his own interpretation of the Scripture that he believes supports his various experiences.

As for the seer anointing, this is a special gift that Basconi claims the Lord revealed to him beginning with a vision he had in Tanzania more than a decade ago. His explanation of it is somewhat obscure:

“As the engrafted children of God we have received a supernatural inheritance that was released to us at the instant the Messiah, Jesus Christ, rose form the dead to release resurrection power to each of His people. We can learn to live our lives in this resurrection power. One small part of this Kingdom dynamic is the understanding of how to tap into the seer anointing. You can live with the comprehension of the seer anointing. You can be aware of how easy it is to employ this spiritual gift. This extended teaching and prayer of activation can help you to release your God given seer gift and understand how to use the seer anointing in your everyday life to live in victory and resurrection power.”

It sounds great, but where can I find this in Scripture or Tradition? Why is this the first I have ever heard of such a thing as a “seer anointing”? And where in the bible can we find examples of angels who come to earth to make people rich?

Is the only source of all of these “truths” the visions of Mr. Basconi? Is he really someone who has been specially chosen by God to reveal this heretofore secret to success? I doubt it.

Because I have not read the books, and am not in a position to judge what the Lord is doing in the soul of Mr. Basconi, I can only say that the very basis of his ministry – on personal revelation to which he attaches his own scriptural interpretation – is dubious at best and definitely outside the realm of Church teaching.

I would not recommend any of his resources.

Click here for a thorough explanation of the Church’s position on private vs. public revelation.

Sarah Hall’s Phony Mary Meditations
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=37827#more-37827
By Susan Brinkmann, March 4, 2015

CL asks: “Can you tell me if Sarah Hall’s YouTube meditation on the Healing of the Blessed Mother is new age or is it ok for a Catholic to listen to? I have used it to fall asleep but won’t use it until I’m sure it is ok for a Catholic to listen to.”
Sarah Hall is not only steeped in the New Age, she’s also a medium and Reiki practitioner which means we can add “occult” to her list of qualifications. None of her materials are suitable for Christians.

In the meditation video you describe, hall uses an image of Our Lady of Grace to lure people into an altered state of consciousness.

“Bring consciousness into your belly and let it rest there … you are beginning to feel so calm, so at peace, so relaxed . . .” she coos. “You are now transforming into your inner child . . . breathe deeply . . .”

While strange music whispers in the background, Hall continues: “You are being lifted up in a cocoon of white light by a pair of soft gentle arms. Mother Mary holds you close to her heart. Listen to the gentle beat of your mother’s heart . . .”

The listener then becomes a “perfect conduit of Mother Mary’s healing energy. Your each and every particle has become an empty vessel through which the light blue intelligent energy of compassion and comfort rise through you . . .”

In other words, we’re supposedly channeling Mary in this meditation – or at least her “energy”.

If this sounds wacky, consider a few of Hall’s other offerings such as “Psychic Protection with Archangel Michael”, “How to Change Your Life with Chakra Clearing”, “The Alchemist’s Meditation for Manifestation”, and “Grounding with the Fairies Meditation” to name a few.

Hall describes herself as a spiritual teacher, intuitive counselor, healer and so-called Angel Therapy Practitioner. She claims to specialize in “communicating with angels and teaches how to work with them to create peace and harmony in all areas of life.” She’s also a medium, a Reiki practitioner and Shamanic Journey guide.

I wasn’t surprised to learn that she trained with Doreen Virtue, Ph. D,  a highly educated woman who calls herself an angel intuitive who can help people awaken their psychic powers with the help of their guardian angels (where’s that in the bible?). 
These distortions of angels and Our Lady can easily lead the poorly catechized Catholic into occult practices which pose grave dangers to their souls. She should be ashamed of herself for profiting off of these false teachings that are nothing more than a defamation of the sincerely held religious beliefs of 1.2 billion people worldwide. If she wants to make up her own religion, be my guest, but leave ours alone.

Relative Drags Family into Fortune Telling
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=39788#more-39788
By Susan Brinkmann, May 15, 2015

MMA writes: “One of our relatives brings a deck of cards called ‘Trust Your Vibes’ by Sonia Choquette to every family get together. She calls them angel cards and is very insistent about wanting to do cards to “help” everyone. This has been the cause of much anxiety for us. I have already said how I feel about this. Is there any more we can say to her?”

It sounds as though your relative needs an education in the faith as well as the occult which is the only way that she will be able to understand why these practices are causing so much anxiety (which is, in itself, a sign of the devil’s activity).

For those who have never heard of her, Sonia Choquette bills herself as a “globally celebrated and dynamic spiritual teacher, six-sensory consultant, enchanting storyteller, and transformational visionary guide” who believes all humans are divine and are endowed with six [rather than five] senses to guide us through life. She believes we must activate and rely on this innate sixth sense in order to “make the most authentic, well-informed, healthy, and soul satisfying decisions possible.” If we do this, we’ll attract the right job, the perfect mate, scads of money, and anything else our heart desires.

And all you have to do is invest $199 in her proven program to achieve all this success and enlightenment! (Snake oil has really gone up in price these days!)

It didn’t surprise me that someone with this background would be hawking cards such as the ones you mention. These aren’t really “angel” cards – they’re more like “ask your Guide” cards but New Agers like to employ Christian-sounding labels because this makes their practices more palatable. Your relative is actually calling upon spirit guides, not angels.

How do I know this? Because, as all Catholics should know, real angels answer to God alone and don’t take orders from the likes of Ms. Choquette and her card system. They were created to serve Him, not to tell fortunes.

In Deuteronomy 18:10, the Lord makes it quite clear that He regards all those who resort to practices of divination such as this to be an “abomination”. This means we can eliminate God and His angels as being the source of any information that might be the result of reading Ms. Sonia Choquette’s cards.

There are only two other beings known to inhabit the spiritual realm – disembodied human souls and demons. Because disembodied human souls don’t have the capacity to communicate with the material world once they have been separated from their senses (they would need to “borrow” these powers from either a supernatural or preternatural source), this leaves only one other being capable of telling one’s fortune – Satan.

Again, as anyone with even the most rudimentary catechesis should know, Satan has both the power and the motive to masquerade as an “angel of light” in order to lead people away from God and train them to rely upon him. Once he does this, it is much easier to accomplish his main mission – their eternal destruction.

You did not mention if your relative was Catholic, but if she is, you might want to bring some of this basic catechesis to her attention. Chances are, she simply isn’t aware of it and just thinks you’re being overly pious. However, if she is Catholic, and is aware of all this, and still insists on bringing her cards with her to family events, you may want to stop inviting her. Remember, she’s not coming alone to your parties – she’s bringing some very unwanted friends along with her!

Angel Numbers: The Latest Numerology Fad
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=42898#more-42898
By Susan Brinkmann, September 2, 2015

DC writes: “My husband sees the number 417 everywhere, has for many years. Someone emailed him this sacredscribesangelnumbers.blogspot.com. Does this fall under numerology or Angel initiatives?”
I can confirm your suspicions, DC. Angel numbers are just another version of an age-old occult practice known as numerology. 

For those of you who have never heard of them, “angel numbers” are supposedly number sequences that New Agers believe are communications from a person’s guardian angel or spirit guide.

“Your angels (or spirit guides) guide you through your thoughts, feelings, words and visions. They also show you ‘signs’ – that is, things that you see repeatedly with your physical eyes. One of the signs is repetitive number sequences,” says a woman from Australia named Joanne Walmsley who runs the above referenced website.

Joanne is also involved in psychic readings, runes, and other forms of divination.

For this reason, I wasn’t surprised to find prominent New Agers among her “sources”, who she refers to as “respected authors, therapists and spiritualists”.
One of these sources, Doreen Virtue, who she refers to as “renowned author and therapist”, is a clairvoyant who calls herself an “angel intuitive”. (In New Age parlance, this is a person who can make contact with who he/she thinks are the guardian angels or spirit guides of a client.)

Joanne goes on to explain how angel numbers work – which is a very complicated “reading” of the numbers based on things such as their placement in the sequence. For example, in sequences that contain more than three digits, the middle number(s) “represent the crux of the message and meaning,” she says.
She uses the number 376 as an example, saying that “the number 7 is to be looked at and deciphered first. Then each individual number – 3, 7 then 6 is to be looked at individually. The entirety of the number 376 can then be added and reduced to a single digit – 3 + 7 + 6 = 16 (1 + 6 = 7). This makes the number 7 the most relevant message and meaning of your repeating number sequences.”
Clients are encouraged to “use your intuition and inner-knowing to decipher your personal message. Your soul will resonate with the appropriate message/s.”

The use of numbers to divine the future or interpret a person’s character, which is precisely what angel numbers attempt to do, is known as numerology and because all divination is condemned by the Church (See Catechism No. 2116), it must be strictly avoided.

Your husband may very well be seeing a recurring number, but Satan, who is a fallen angel but still possessed of enormous preternatural powers, is more than capable of causing something like this to happen. He uses it as a way to rouse your husband’s curiosity and lead him into the clutches of occult practitioners.

Every time he sees that number, he would be better advised to thank and praise Our Lord Jesus Christ for the wonders of His universe – and leave it at that.

Angel Boards are Ouija Boards in Disguise 

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=45367#more-45367
By Susan Brinkmann, December 4, 2015

MB asks: “What are Angel Boards? They look a lot like Ouija Boards. Are they the same thing and are they safe to use?” 

Angel boards are just as dangerous as Ouija boards, perhaps more so because they haves the same purpose as a Ouija board – contacting “spirits” – only they pretend to be summoning guardian angels to make it seem less dangerous. For those of you who have never heard of these boards, they are similar to Ouija boards and are used to contact angels and spirit guides. 

Here’s how Amazon describes the board it sells new for $499: “The Guiding Light Angel Board is a message board that will help connect you with your angels on a much higher level. Angels and Spirit Guides can be our messengers to many of life’s difficult questions. We are often faced with everyday obstacles; ‘The Guiding Light Angel Board’ can give you clear guidance about your family, career, health, love or any other issues of importance.” These boards are used to evoke spirits which is a direct violation of the first commandment and the very scriptural prohibition of the practice of necromancy. Here’s how an angel board practitioner named Jacky Newcomb http://all-about-angels.webeden.co.uk/angel-boards/4579848874, who calls herself an afterlife expert, goes about using the board. First, she makes sure she was physically ready to use the board in order to gain “the highest levels of vibration” – meaning she made sure she wasn’t tired, drunk or on drugs when using the board. She starts a session by saying a prayer and then evoking whatever spirits she wants to communicate with by saying something like, “We would like to make contact with our guardian angels and spiritual guides; positive, loving and uplifting messages.” In addition to lighting a candle to symbolize “bringing in the light”, she also puts a large piece of clear quartz crystal on the tale because “it helps to amplify the loving energy.” The room where the reading is taking place is often smudged http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=661 and she makes sure to inform the people accompanying her that in order to protect themselves from “negative energies” they must imagine themselves surrounded by a white light of protection. “For best results we had between 3-5 people sitting round the board,” Newcomb explains. “Each person placed one finger on the glass or pointer. I never used the phrase …’is anybody there..?’ because of course I never wanted to communicate with just anybody! So I always began by using a similar ritual to that described earlier. Then asking if we could speak to our loving guides or guardian angels.” Once the pointer begins to move, she asks who is communicating. If she doesn’t like the spirit, she “politely” asks it to leave. She would call upon who she believed was the Archangel Michael to escort the spirt away. Otherwise, participants asked questions and the planchette was used to spell out answers similar to how an ouija board is used. She goes on to tell people that angel boards are not unsafe if used with care – much like we need to be careful while driving a car. She then makes the totally erroneous assertion that “YOU are in control at all times – or you should be. If you don’t feel that you are then stop using the board.” 
This is so dangerous on so many levels. When a person evokes spirits of the dead, he or she is never in control because they are dealing with preternatural forces. These are powerful beings who are possessed of super-human intelligence, strength and cunning. Only the most naïve would think that they can control summoned spirits merely by “politely” asking them to come or go. Just because the board is designed to evoke angels doesn’t mean they’re good angels! Remember, God specifically condemns the practice of seeking oracles from the dead (See Deuteronomy 18:10; Leviticus 19:31, 20:6 and 20:27; Isaiah 8:19). 
He would never contradict Himself by allowing a good angel – who exists solely to do His will – to consort with a medium. Imagining oneself to be surrounded by a white light of protection is no more capable of protecting a person from Satan than it would be to protect your house from intrusion. The Archangel Michael does not respond to the requests of mediums to escort away demonic entities that they deliberately evoke! When a person engages in these kinds of activities, they have cut themselves off from God and are on their own. To equate the need to be careful when consorting with preternatural powers to being careful behind the wheel is like saying a person is in as much danger when confronting an inexperienced teen driver on the road as they are when staring down the barrel of a loaded gun held in the hand of a homicidal maniac. Needless to say, angel boards should be strictly avoided. 
Help! I fell for the 5 Angels scheme. Now what?
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=48363 

March 16, 2016
We have received mail from several people recently who were concerned about becoming involved in an internet scheme known as the “The Gift” which offers three (some say five) angels into the home for five days upon certain conditions. When word got out that these “angels” were beings channeled by a German medium named Irma, people who fell for this dangerous prank understandably were thrown into a state of panic.

Did I let demons into my home? Is there any way to get them out once they’ve been invited? How do I get rid of them if they’re here?

The most recent installment of this occult-based fraud involves five alleged archangels named Michael, Gabriel, Raphael, Uriel and Metatron who will supposedly reside with the person for five days and offer them all kinds of enlightenment and guidance while blessing anyone who comes into their home. 

The instructions which come with the email say the invitee must set up an altar in the home which contains a white flower, a candle which must be lit while they are there, a sealed envelope containing three wishes – one for mother earth, one for your family, one for you – and an apple which will be left uneaten until the angels leave the home. The house must be clean and tidy “much like you would prepare if you were receiving a house guest”. Perhaps the most ludicrous condition is that these same instructions must be sent to three new people at the end of the five days and their physical addresses must be provided “so the angels will know where they’re going.” (As if preternatural beings, possessed with super-intelligence, need to be told such things!)

The person who forwarded this material to me said she normally knows better than to fall for such ploys, but it was sent to her by someone whose judgement she really trusted – until reading our 2011 blog revealing the truth about this scheme. Now she is understandably concerned about what beings she invited into her home, if they are indeed there, and how to get rid of them.

First, let us be assured that Jesus will always give us a way out of a situation like this. Anyone wishing to be freed from these spirits simply has to repent of being involved with them and ask for His help.

To avoid falling into this trap in the future, it’s important to remember who angels are – messengers of God who exist solely to do His will. They are under His command – not the command of channelers and a myriad of email recipients. Knowing the devil to be the trickster that he is, we can assume that he will be more than happy to masquerade as one of these phony angels into someone’s home, especially those who are willing to violate the First Commandment by building an altar to false gods. (Even if they were angels, worship belongs to God alone.)

And because God also controls Satan, He may or may not allow demonic entities to enter your house.

However, just in case some did enter, the first thing to do is dismantle the altar, then say a prayer of renouncement such as: “Jesus, I renounce this scheme to invite angels into my home. I repent of having been involved in it and ask for your forgiveness.” This is necessary because you invited these angels into your home with your free will – and now you must banish them with your free will.

Next, go to confession and confess having been involved in this, even unwittingly.(Willful intent must be there in order for it to be a sin but the sacrament of reconciliation is very purifying so it is never a waste of time.) While there, you should also ask your spiritual advisor or the Holy Spirit to enlighten you about what made you get involved in this scheme so that you can better understand your underlying motives. Otherwise, you run the risk of falling for another scheme somewhere down the road. Was it out of a secret desire for power, for some kind of special knowledge, for more “things” like money and a bigger home or car?

Next, it would be prudent to walk through your house while sprinkling holy water or blessed salt (room by room, including closets). While doing so, say: “With the authority of Jesus Christ, I bind and cast out all spirits who are not of God.” Unless you begin to have signs of infestation (strange noises, smells, shadows, etc.) you should be okay. If anything does manifest, then have your house blessed by a priest.

The best protection against evil (aside from avoiding email schemes such as the above) is to remain in a state of grace. Pope Paul VI called it “the most decisive defense”. Regular reception of the sacraments of the Eucharist and Reconciliation, devotion to Our Lady, a strong prayer life, etc. affords tremendous spiritual power that cannot be understated.

In other words, the best defense against Satan is to not just call yourself a Catholic, but be a Catholic!

Marconics is occult-based 
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=51351
July 1, 2016
LW asks: “What is your feeling on this new thing called Marconics? Is it evil disguised as light?”

You hit the nail on the head, LW. In this on-line demonstration, Marconics is described as the “evolution of energy healing” because it consists of an energy that has come down through spirit. Those spirits, who refer to themselves as “celestial partners” have names such as Metatron, Sandalfon, Grace Elohim and the Archangel Ariel.

There’s your occult connection.

According to the website, these guiding spirits claim that we have been living for the last 2,000 years in a kind of cosmic fish bowl. “You are as dependent on unseen forces for your survival as a gold fish would be on the child that feeds it. Who are these forces? They are you. They are US.” 

[image: image3.png]



US goes on to describe themselves as “Angels, messengers of God/Prime Creator, or, if you prefer – manifested expression of Creator energy – carrying out Divine Directive in a Universe of Unconditional Love. We, the Elohim, are the Creators within your Universe’s 12 Dimensional structure . . .”

The Elohim are supposedly creators of every other planet and all created and incarnated beings such as an Angelic Order known as the Seraphiam, the Guardian Alliance, and “planetary intermediaries” known as Ashtar Command.

“For the sake of simplicity we will refer to ourselves here under the umbrella term of The Galactic Federation of Light (GFL),” these beings explain.

Allegedly, this Galactic Federation of Light was formed 4.5 million years ago to prevent inter-dimensional dark forces from dominating and exploiting this galaxy. At present, there are just over 200,000 member star nations, confederations or unions with @ 40 percent being “humanoids” and the rest “sentient beings.” http://www.paoweb.com/gfmember.htm

If this is starting to sound like the next episode of Star Wars, keep reading. It gets even better.

The founder of Marconics, a former journalist and certified Hypnotherapist named Alison David Bird, claims to have forged a lasting connection with the Galactic Federation of Light. She claims to have been introduced to this federation during a hypnosis session. She has since been made the custodian of a new frequency of transformative energy called Marconics. This task came with instructions on how to develop a system that would “help release humans from the density of their karmic creations in the SHIFT to becoming fully connected multi-dimensional beings,” she explains on her website.

Alison met and partnered with Lisa Wilson, LMT, an energy healer and teacher, who began to receive channeled instructions from spirits who called themselves Sandalphon and Metatron. These instructions supposedly detailed a process to create an infrastructure to house the energy of the “Oversoul” which the Galactics call the “Infinite Light.” This process became the Marconics Infinite Light “I AM” Merge, which they call “an intricate alignment of sacred geometric forms constructed in the physical and subtle bodies.”

Does any of this make sense to you? Me neither.

Only someone with a really great imagination could come up with this stuff, and then turn it into a business besides!

And they are doing just that. You see, according to their over-active imaginations, the world entered a new phase when the earth passed through the Photon Belt and repositioned itself on the Galactic Plane. This exposed the planet to much more intense electromagnetic radiation from the Cosmos. For this reason, we all need to be “recalibrated” to this higher form of energy in order to survive. The good news is that a Marconic Quantum Recalibration only costs $333!

And you can help others by learning how to recalibrate them! Just take the Quantum Recalibration Practitioner Training which will only set you back $999.

From what I could see, almost 60,000 people visited this website. How many have bought into these programs is anyone’s guess.

Although it sounds outlandish to the point of being comical, calling upon spirits is no joking matter and it never ends well. For this reason, Christians should have nothing to do with Marconics either as a practitioner or a recipient of any of these healing techniques.

NEW AGE ANGELS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_AGE_ANGELS.doc 
