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I have received a number of inquiries from all over India, mostly from Mumbai, concerning a certain "New Age rosary" that is in circulation. I have not seen such a rosary nor do I know anything about it except what I have read here and there. I am compiling here the information that I have and I hope that it will help the Catholic inquirer to take his or her personal decision in the matter- Michael
INQUIRIES/CORRESPONDENCE

1.1 From: lester rosario To: jesuvera@gmail.com Sent: Monday, May 28, 2007 4:09 PM 
Subject: FW: New Age Rosary Warning EXTRACT:
"…One of the things I must mention is that there are now going around in the world, plastic new age rosaries in white, blue and pink. I had no idea about them until this was mentioned on the trip. Upon arriving home I went through my own collection of plastic rosaries and found two that had a snake wrapped above Jesus' head with the mouth just besides his face. Also, no INRI sign and I think it's pentagons that surround each point. On the back, are also puncture marks of some kind on the cross? If you've never seen any, refer to the picture attached. Please remind everyone to look carefully for these. Maybe you are already aware but it would be a good idea to tell Catholics what is now happening. One priest said it would be OK once it's blessed but another priest, whom I trust explicitly and who is a Marian priest said even though it may be blessed, it has not been exorcised and evil may still persist... Yvonne" [See page 6]
These rosaries have appeared on sale at pilgrimage centres across Europe […]

From: Austine J. Crasta To: konkanicatholics-owner@yahoogroups.com Cc: prabhu 

Sent: Monday, May 28, 2007 4:29 PM Subject: Fw: New Age Rosary Warning

From: Austine J. Crasta To: lester rosario Sent: Monday, May 28, 2007 4:27 PM Subject: Re: New Age Rosary Warning

JMJ Thank you Lester, I just went through the attachment however the reasoning seems inadequate for the conclusions it makes for the simple reason that it leaves out a very important symbolism of the serpent, viz. that of Christ himself. It is recorded in the book of Numbers 21:8 (Old Testament) that God commanded Moses to make a bronze serpent and put it up on a pole so that all those who were bitten by venomous serpents, who look to the bronze serpent on the pole, would live. Our Blessed Lord, showed himself to be the fulfillment of that symbolic enactment of Moses at God's command. John 3:14-15.  There's a write-up about this peculiar cross at http://www.seiyaku.com/customs/crosses/serpent.html 

However, if you find any further support for that story of "new age rosary", please let me know. Austine [moderator].

Konkani Catholics digest no.1100 dated June 7, 2007
Dear Debra,
I have received this mail several times this week and I'm sure it has reached many of your inboxes. But I suspect the information about this allegedly "New Age Rosary" is at least two years old. 
It definitely merits a longer look. 
Ok, so here's what I could list out from the circulating mail about the symbolism of this particular "New Age Rosary":
1. The Caduceus: An upright pole behind the figure of Christ representing mediation between Heaven and earth, an ancient herald's wand carried by messenger gods like Hermes or Mercury, or a divining rod to measure the earth and it's energies of power. 
2. The Serpent: Depicts Satan and coiling indicates latent power, concealed but not yet fully manifest, a dormant power.
3 The 4 Circles with dot: Signifies gold or the sun in alchemy
4. The 4 Pentagrams: A major occult sign from Egyptian Graeco-Roman, Phoenician, Baal symbols whose five points represent, spirit, fire, earth, water and air. The pentagram at the bottom is upside down represents the devils goat. 
Debra, one of the biggest problem with the attached write up is that it NO WHERE ACKNOWLEDGES THAT THERE IS A BIBLICAL SYMBOL OF THE SERPENT FOR CHRIST HIMSELF!
In the book of Numbers (21:8) God commanded Moses to make a bronze serpent and put it up on a pole so that all those who were bitten by venomous serpents, who look to the bronze serpent on the pole, would live. Coming 1,200 years after this incident, our Blessed Lord, showed himself to be the fulfillment of that symbolic enactment of Moses at God's command. Please see John 3:14-15. 
In other words, two of the above symbols mentioned are found in the Bible itself viz. the Serpent and the Rod (called Caduceus above) on which the bronze serpent was put. Further the Caduceus was a WINGED staff with TWO (not one) snakes wrapped around it and if you observe the circulating picture, you will see that the Rod behind Christ neither has two serpents, nor is winged.
The circle with a dot may signify gold or the sun in alchemy but it was also the symbol (probably borrowed from the Egyptians) of the eye of God for the early Christians.
Coming to the Pentagrams... now, this can be tricky.
I looked at the picture of the crucifix as closely as possible and I did not find any Pentagrams. Then what did I find??? 
I found that the four sides of the cross are given a 5 sided shape. These in geometry are called PENTAGONS (i.e., a Polygon with 5 sides) NOT PENTAGRAMS!
Then what is a Pentagram? A pentagram is a star shaped figure drawn with 5 lines, not a figure with 5 sides.
Even if there were a Pentagram in that figure a) its Christian symbolism would be the five wounds of Christ. Other alternate Christian symbolism associated with it is the five joys of Mary (it became 7 only later) or even the five senses, b) the design of the crucifix would necessarily have the bottom pentagram inverted.
Debra, the subject of symbols is a very complicated subject. Almost every symbol has more than one meaning and their meanings have changed from culture to culture, place to place and even time to time. Some symbols were adopted by one community from another, some were rejected or given a different meaning and so their true meanings must be understood from the context.
I wonder what the original writer of the "New Age Rosary Warning" would say about using Crucifixes with INRI if he knew that within the Alchemical tradition INRI means "Igne Natura Renovatur Integra", i.e., "Through fire nature is reborn whole". 
One of the strongest evidences of the use of this Christ-Cross-Serpent symbolism is the 16th century German coin Pest-Thaler ("dollar" was a variation of the "thaler") which had the crucified Christ on one side and the serpent raised on the pole on the other side with the inscription "NU 21" referring to the biblical book of Numbers chapter 21. It seems that the "$" sign too was inspired by this symbolism of snake on the rod. These coins in the middle-ages were also sometimes used as necklaces for personal protection from evil.

Having said all this I would like to confirm to you that THERE DEFINITELY EXISTS SOMETHING CALLED A NEW AGE ROSARY that should keep away from!
It involves reciting the "New Age Hail Mary" as taught by the New Age couple Mark L. Prophet and Elizabeth Clare Prophet who claim to have received it in a revelation. The text of the prayer is as follows:
"Hail, Mary, full of grace the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, Pray for us, sons and daughters of God, Now and at the hour of our victory Over sin, disease and death." [From My Soul Doth Magnify the Lord by Mark Prophet ©1974, 1979, 1986]
As for the mail in circulation, I do not know if it has anything to do with the work of the Prophets. But if anyone has a troubled conscience, let them use a different Rosary. Austine [moderator Konkani Catholics], Udupi

1.2 From: PRIEST To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Wednesday, June 13, 2007 9:43 AM 
Subject: Re: Re: WARNING - New Age rosary

Dear Michael Thanks for the feedback. For me it was difficult to do a research.... looks like some one is capitalizing on the new age scare! Father XX
1.3 From: AA To: prabhu michael Sent: Thursday, June 04, 2009 2:10 PM {3 pdf files}

Subject: FW: Warning about New Age rosary !!

Hi Michael I recd this from Canada about the New Age. Thought I would forward it to you. God Bless and love to you…
From: prabhu To: AA Sent: Friday, June 05, 2009 9:26 AM Subject: Re: FW: Warning about New Age rosary!!
EWTN was just reporting the letter from a lay person, not itself commenting on the NA rosary. I received this some years ago. 
Recently I read in hardcopy an original printed letter/statement from the manufacturers who are devout Catholics and they explained that the symbolism is not New Age but had Catholic expressions. I don't know what to believe.
However, I am attaching a document with all the info that I have got. 
1.4 From: BB To: Michael Prabhu Sent: Friday, July 24, 2009 4:59 PM Subject: Warning about New Age rosary

Dear Mike, Have you seen this? With warm regards, 
Dear All, Please check your rosary(s).
It has been highlighted to me about some rosary which is called New Age. If any of you have it, please dispose it. Do not keep it with you at all. Please check your homes as well. I am attaching some materials of this rosary. If you have such items in your possession, please check with your respective Catholic parish priest(s) soonest possible.
From: prabhu To: BB Sent: Saturday, July 25, 2009 7:11 AM Subject: Re: Warning about New Age rosary

Very thoughtful of you. Yes, I already had those attachments. But I am attaching a file with all the info that I have on this issue... 
1.5 From: CC To: Michael Prabhu Sent: Saturday, August 22, 2009 1:51 PM Subject: New Age Rosary

Dear Michael, I got an email regarding the new age rosary. I investigated in the Internet and got the attached.
Please let me know your views about this. If it is true, it should be known to all our Catholics. Can your ministry take up this work? I know the wonderful work that your ministry did on the Bible brought up by St. Paul's Publications, so I am sending you this content.  
From: prabhu To: CC Sent: Saturday, August 22, 2009 5:50 PM Subject: Re: New Age Rosary

I thank you for your thoughtfulness in forwarding this to me.
It’s been doing the rounds since 2005. Your part of it is in the attachment to this letter to you.
EWTN was just reporting the letter from a lay person, not itself commenting on the "New Age" rosary. I received this some years ago. I wasn't interested enough in this issue to do a Google search. 
Recently I read in hardcopy an original printed letter/statement from the manufacturers who are devout Catholics and they explained that the symbolism is not New Age but had Catholic expressions. I don't know what to believe, but they seem very genuine and their explanation is convincing.
1.6 From: DD To: prabhu Sent: Monday, October 12, 2009 11:58 AM

Subject: Fwd: FW: NEW AGE ROSARY WARNING - PLEASE PASS IT ON TO OTHERS...Thank you!

From: prabhu To: DD Sent: Monday, October 12, 2009 12:49 PM

Subject: Re: Fwd: FW: NEW AGE ROSARY WARNING - PLEASE PASS IT ON TO OTHERS...Thank you!

This has been going around for many years now. I am attaching a file. Please study it.
When I was in Goa, I remember seeing the hardcopy of a convincing article written by the manufacturers explaining the features and symbolism of the Rosary, that they are NOT New Age. 
From: DD To: prabhu Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2009 12:36 PM

Subject: Re: Fwd: FW: NEW AGE ROSARY WARNING - PLEASE PASS IT ON TO OTHERS...Thank you!

Thanks Michael, I just saw "new age" and sent it to you, besides I haven’t seen rosaries like that so I didn’t pay much attn. but will go through what you sent.
1.7 From: EE To: misc Cc: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 8:22 AM

Subject: Fw: New age rosary (anti -Christ) 
INFORMATION CIRCULATING ON THE "NEW AGE ROSARY"
1. IS THERE REALLY SUCH A THING AS 'NEW AGE' ROSARY AND CAN IT ACTUALLY CAUSE HARM? 

By Michael H. Brown www.spiritdaily.com; date and original source/URL not available

How far does one go with concern about "New Age" rosaries, if far at all? 
Since 2005 concern has been raised about plastic rosaries dispensed at pilgrimage sites in Europe and floating around North America, with what some have taken to be a snake above the Head of Jesus and hidden signs. 
These have been interpreted to be occult or New Age, and such, of course, would not be good. Some have gone so far as to see devilish symbols such as the pentagram [see previous story]. 
"Behind the figure of Christ there can be seen a caduceus, which is an upright pole, representing mediation between Heaven and earth," claimed one observer. "It is an ancient herald's wand which was carried by messenger gods like Hermes or Mercury. The rod is also a divining rod to measure the earth and its energies of power. Satan is shown behind the figure of Christ and is depicted by a coiled serpent which means latent power, concealed but not yet fully manifest, a dormant power. It may also represent that the devil is co-messianic, co-redeemer, and co-Christ." 
Are there really "pentagrams"? Is it really a snake? "These are not New Age rosaries, but this is a traditional Italian Rosary and it's not a serpent, but this is a ribbon on a standard that has been used and a tradition on Crucifixes in Italy," one pilgrimage leader wrote in a widely distributed e-mail about one version of the rosaries. "Unfortunately, this has spread and the family business which was making these plastic rosaries is now bankrupt." 

A priest in Bosnia-Herzegovina who distributed them has argued that if a Rosary is in the Catholic fashion, and properly blessed, it can not harbor the wrong force. "When the rosary is blessed it becomes a key with which we open our hearts and God's heart," he pointed out, when worried pilgrims from Poland and Ireland approached him. "There is no such thing as a New Age rosary. There is only a rosary that is blessed, and when blessed the value of the rosary is not judged in what it is, whether it is of plastic or solid gold. It does not matter who made it." 
We don't have a pair right here but have been sent a photo of one rosary Crucifix [see picture] that has what could be a thread but appears to have a distinctly swollen part or head near the Face of Jesus. Even if it is a serpent -- and the widening indeed seems like a head -- does that make it New Age? 
"Please be reassured: this is nonsense and just someone's fertile imagination working overtime!" said yet another explanation, as word of the rosaries spread. "There are even reports of people discarding the beads altogether. That must make someone very happy!? The beads also incorporate a medallion that shows the Sacred Heart of Jesus on one side and Our Lady Queen of Heaven holding the Child Jesus on the other. Nothing 'new age' or satanic in this." 
Indeed many rosaries, including those sold at places like Knock in Ireland, have embellishments such as the rather esoteric Celtic Cross, and rosaries attached to the Miraculous Medal from France may have Mary stepping on the head of the serpent, as do countless pictures, medals, and statues. 
When rosaries are in the Catholic style -- representing the mysteries of Christ (and said with the Our Father and Hail Mary, as the priest argues) -- it might be that they are sanctified, no matter what is on them. It may make no difference. If intended as Catholic, the intent is what counts. 
But rosaries should be made only with Church-sanctioned designs and are better left simple and plain, without nuances. One woman born and raised in a devout town south of Rome said she had never seen a snake on a Crucifix (cringing when informed of it), and, indeed, while it doesn't seem to be anything sinister or underhanded (no clandestine attempt by occultists, but rather a stark representation of "good versus evil"), the portrayal, if that's what it is, is unwise because it detracts from Jesus and is nearly as if the snake, however temporarily, is victorious. The only representation of a serpent should be as crushed underfoot (which was the mission of Christ). It was on the Cross that Jesus, as Mary's offspring (see Genesis 3:15 and a story later this week), crushed the head of that serpent. 
No hidden occult power at work, it would seem. But a snake, or thread (if the thread represents a snake), is best left off. 
Whatever the case, there is attention to such matters because we live at a time when there are rosaries floating out there -- not from pilgrim sites, but from eco-spiritualists -- that are occult. However much one ignores the symbolism, these should not be used and should be obvious for what they are. 
The rosaries go by the names of "Earth Prayer Beads," "Cosmic Rosary," and "Great Story Beads." They are meant, say those who designed them, to help people meditate on the creation of the earth and the universe "herself." It springs from eco-spirituality. The earth, they say, is calling forth. The "cosmic rosary" to the left [picture] is held by a Unitarian minister who recently appeared at a conference (with a famous witch). 
And therein lies the problem: we listen to the Holy Spirit, not to the earth (and certainly not the nature spirits). 
Concern for the environment is a holy cause: the Vatican has called all Catholics to action against ecological abuse (itself installing solar panels), and there is no doubt that our treatment of nature and animals is currently and desperately out of accord with the Creator. It makes no sense to think that He would want us to destroy His Creation. In Scripture it says those who ruin nature will be "laid waste." 
But in large part the environmental movement has been hijacked by New Agers, and it is dangerous to approach prayer (for the healing of nature, or whatever) from what has the air of paganism, even when Christ is invoked. 
It turns out that the idea first germinated with a nun named Sister Gail Worcelo, co-founder of the Green Mountain Monastery near Weston, Vermont, the first to hear the "call." Sister Gail had felt drawn to create a special prayer form that individuals could use to help heal the earth, we are informed. Drawing from her Catholic heritage, she invented a set of wrist-sized Earth Prayer Beads numbering fifteen handcrafted blue and green orbs, each bead representing a billion years in the unfolding story of the Universe, "of which we are a part." The central bead of the little rosary simultaneously draws upon the ancient and contemporary. It features an image of the fish, "which is our symbol of the Christ and a reminder in our time of the depletion of the fisheries of the planet," explains the nun. 
This is no doubt a well-meaning person, but it is also another example of nuns straying into regions that are esoteric, becoming dangerous in the process. We have carried extensive reports on New Age infiltration of Catholic retreat centers. 
And it arrives at a time when a news item comes to us from Upstate New York, where just last Saturday a newspaper reported that a sister of St. Joseph of Carondelet who is director of the Center for Complementary Therapies at St. Mary's Hospital, in Amsterdam (the diocese of Albany), is promoting "healing touch therapy." 
"Practitioners consciously use their hands in a heart-centered and intentional way to support and facilitate physical, emotional, mental and spiritual help," says the nun. "It can be used in conjunction with traditional therapies to clear, balance, and energize in healing mind, body and spirit." 
There is nothing wrong with laying-on-of-the-hands -- in the Christian tradition -- but "healing touch" therapy wanders away from that, as do practices like reiki and tai chi, which she also employs. They are classified as psychic phenomena, and such phenomena are now referred to as "New Age." 
The New Age is Old Paganism, repackaged. 
Well-meaning, no doubt; but dear sister, it is not our own hearts that we rely upon as the source of power so much as the Sacred Heart; always in that Name and that Name alone.

New Age infiltrates convents, retreat centers ; Return to home page www.spiritdaily.com  
2. Watchfulness urged on matters from Gay-Prone Parishes to New Age Rosaries 
By Michael H. Brown www.spiritdaily.org 6/13/07 http://www.spiritdaily.com/churchsmokegaynewage.htm
We hate to be negative, and we realize that you can't put God in a box. But it seems equally important that the Rock of Peter be kept solid and the Church in a state of purity. 
Christ said the gates of hell would not prevail against that Church, and they won't. At the same time, we have to watch for what Pope Paul VI called "fissures" through which the "smoke of Satan" could enter. 

When the Holy Father spoke those words (in 1972), such was indeed sneaking into the Church -- by way of what became known as the sex-abuse crisis. It was during the late 1950s, 1960s, and early 1970s that many of the abusers entered seminaries. The first real wave of cases -- so harmful to many dioceses -- was germinated. 

But there is other "smoke," and in our current time it comes both through a continuing struggle with homosexuality (even a seminary in Rome is reportedly afflicted) and infiltration of the occult: dissatisfied with the lack of mysticism in the Church, many of the faithful, especially nuns, have sought it elsewhere -- often in pleasant-sounding, modern, and in many cases well-meaning spiritual techniques that unfortunately tend toward paganism. 
They call it the "New Age," and we have posted a number of stories about how it has entered Catholic retreat centers and convents as a spiritual deception. In most cases the manifestation is through healing techniques such as reiki, esoteric personality tests, and Eastern-style meditation. The New Age is actually the Old Age, a modern spin on ancient pagan principles that take the emphasis away from One True God and place it on an array of spirits. 

Now, viewers have informed us of something new: what appear to be New Age rosaries. 

Apparently, such has been noticed at least since 2005. This is according not only to a number of our viewers but to some Catholic blogs and e-mail lists. 
"One of the things I must mention is that there are now going around in the world plastic New Age rosaries in white, blue and pink," one woman has warned. "I had no idea about them until this was mentioned on a trip. Upon arriving home I went through my own collection of plastic rosaries and found two that had a snake wrapped above Jesus' Head with the mouth just besides his face. Also, no INRI sign and I think it's pentagrams that surround each point. One priest said it would be okay once it's blessed but another priest, whom I trust explicitly and who is a Marian priest, said even though it may be blessed, it has not been exorcised and evil may still persist." 

We can not yet verify all the details, but it is always good, in these times, to remain as watchmen. 

"These rosaries have appeared on sale at pilgrimage centers across Europe and in most cases are given away for free," warns a blog. "They are made from cheap plastic and come in white, blue, or pink, stamped as having been made in Italy, yet no one knows who has produced them. Since they are available at places of pilgrimage, this makes people automatically think they are fine to use. Information regarding the danger of these rosaries was given at the Marian Cenacle in Limoges, France, on 14th March 2005." 

"I found two in my home and a friend found three in her home and another friend of mine found tons of them!" wrote viewer Victoria Lynn, who received hers from a friend in Richmond, Virginia. "A friend of mine and myself found some of these 'New Age' rosaries in our collection of cheap plastic rosaries to give away for Legion of Mary. This is true and I am guessing that we should burn them?" 

Yes. Another report has come from Wilmington, North Carolina. 
"I thought that this was a hoax until I checked and found that I had a ton of these Rosaries," wrote another. "I was given them to use for the Jericho March for Life. We've probably all used them at one time or another -- when we've lost or forgotten our rosary or the children will pick them up here and there -- or someone always gives the children this type of rosary. Creepy!" 

"They are considered New Age due to their symbolism which is not too easy to see except by close inspection of the Crucifix, which shows a very sinister story," says another warning. "Behind the figure of Christ there can be seen a caduceus, which is an upright pole, representing mediation between Heaven and earth. 
"It is an ancient herald's wand which was carried by messenger gods like Hermes or Mercury. The rod is also a divining rod to measure the earth and its energies of power. Satan is shown behind the figure of Christ and is depicted by a coiled serpent which means latent power, concealed but not yet fully manifest, a dormant power. It may also represent that the devil is co-messianic, co-redeemer, and co-Christ. The circles on the Crucifix are from Egyptian Graeco-Roman, Phoenician, and Baal symbols. The circles or pentagrams have five points which represent, spirit, fire, earth, water and air. The pentagram at the bottom is upside down represents the devil's goat. The four circles with dots in the center signifies gold or the sun in alchemy. In general the meaning is 'The resolution of all possibilities.'" 

Smoke indeed. Burn or otherwise destroy them, after treating them with Holy Water. 

As for the other issue of homosexuality, […] [resources: Prayer of the Warrior] [see also: Catholic wicca] 

Return to Headline page Enter archive 
3. New Age Rosary warning 
http://www.prayerfulwoman.com/New%20Age%20Rosary%20.htm  

These rosaries have appeared on sale at pilgrimage centres across Europe and are in most cases are given away for FREE. They are made from cheap plastic and come in white, blue or pink, stamped as having been made in Italy, yet no one knows who has produced them. 
Since they are available at places of pilgrimage this makes people automatically think they are fine to use. Information regarding the danger of these rosaries was given at the Marian Cenacle in Limoges, France on 14th March 2005. 

Why are they considered New Age? 

They are considered New Age due to their symbolism which is not too easy to see except by close inspection of the crucifix, which shows a very sinister story. Behind the figure of Christ there can be seen a caduceus, which is an upright pole, representing mediation between Heaven and earth. It is an ancient herald's wand which was carried by messenger gods like Hermes or Mercury. The rod is also a divining rod to measure the earth and it's energies of power. The serpent Satan is shown behind the figure of Christ and is depicted by a coiled serpent which means latent power, concealed but not yet fully manifest, a dormant power. It may also represent to Satanists that the devil is co messianic, co redeemer and co christ etc. The circles on the crucifix are from Egyptian Greco-Roman, Phoenician, Baal symbols called the Pentagram, which is a major occult sign. The circles or pentagrams have five points, which represent, spirit, fire, earth, water and air. The pentagram at the bottom is upside down represents the devils goat. The four circles with dots in the centre signifies gold or the sun in alchemy. In general the meaning is "The resolution of all possibilities." 

Christ does not share any platform with any other god, philosophy or belief system or minor deity least of all Satan. The depiction of Christ on the cross is the most prominent place of worship, adoration, veneration, glorification, for catholics and many other christians and now satanists or 'new agers,' have placed Satan alongside Christ. Some have even said that if these rosaries are blessed, they lose any negative power. 
However this cannot be assured, for it cannot be known what curse, spell or hex has been placed on these rosaries, and anyway does anyone really want to pray on a rosary that depicts Satan? 

What do I do if I am given one of these rosaries? 

If you are offered or given one of these rosaries break it and throw it away that way it will loose its power when incomplete. There are a small minority of UK suppliers who have bought some of these rosaries and are trying to push people to buy them, I assume they do not completely understand the seriousness of this symbolism. Also tell your friends about these rosaries so they are aware of its dangers.  
Why has this happened? 

Over the years especially through the last century Our Lady has been firm and very explicit regarding the power of the Holy Rosary being the weapon against Satan, therefore would it not be fair to say that the New Age rosary, is a sign that dark powers are trying to undermine her crusade!
4. New Age Rosaries 
http://www.apparitionsites.com/apparition-sites/new-age-rosaries.htm 
New Age Rosaries with demonic symbols have appeared at apparition sites throughout the world and in most cases are given away for free. They are made from white, pink, and blue plastic, and stamped as having been made in Italy. Since they are available at places of pilgrimage it makes Catholics automatically think they are fine to use.

These rosaries are considered New Age due to their demonic symbolism. For example, if you look closely behind the figure of Christ there is a caduceus, which is an upright pole, representing mediation between Heaven and earth. This pole is an ancient herald’s wand that was carried by messenger gods like Hermes or Mercury. The rod is also a divining rod to measure the earth and its energies of power.

Satan is shown behind the figure of Christ and is depicted by a coiled serpent, which represents latent power, concealed but not yet fully manifest, a dormant power. It may also represent to Satanists that the devil is Co-Messianic, Redeemer and Mediator with Christ. The circles on the crucifix are from Egyptian Graeco-Roman, Phoenician, Baal symbols called the Pentagram, which is a major occult sign.

The pentagrams have five points, which represent spirit, fire, earth, water, and air. The pentagram at the bottom is upside down and represents the devil’s goat. The four circles with dots in the center signify gold or the sun in alchemy.

These rosaries cannot be cleansed through prayer because they were created for the purpose of evil. They must be destroyed. Information regarding these rosaries was given at the Marian Cenacle in Limoges, France, on March 14, 2005. These warning have been listed on various Catholic sites including the following:

​New Age Rosary Warning http://www.ewtn.com/vexperts/showmessage.asp?Pgnu=1&Pg=Forum  

EWTN.com Question from Mel on 6/8/2007: 

Dear Dr. Geraghty, I would like to warn our Catholic friends about New Age Rosary. They SHOULD NOT keep them. I know the following is true because my sisters were in Medjugorje (pilgrimage) and they were given this New Age Rosary for free. There are people giving these away for free on the streets. A priest who is an exorcist at Medjugorje told my sisters to throw it out right away. Here's the excerpt of an email I received recently: 
One of the things I must mention is that there are now going around in the world, plastic new age rosaries in white, blue and pink. I had no idea about them until this was mentioned on the trip. Upon arriving home I went through my own collection of plastic rosaries and found 2 that had a snake wrapped above Jesus’ head with the mouth just besides his face. Also, no INRI sign and I think it is pentagons that surround each point. On the back, are also puncture marks of some kind on the cross? Please remind everyone to look carefully for these. Maybe you are already aware but it would be a good idea to tell Catholics what is now happening. One priest said it would be OK once it's blessed but another priest, whom I trust explicitly and who is a Marian priest said even though it may be blessed, it has not been exorcised and evil may still persist........ Yvonne 
NEW AGE ROSARY WARNING 

These rosaries have appeared on sale at pilgrimage centres across Europe and are in most cases are given away for FREE. They are made from cheap plastic and come in white, blue or pink, stamped as having been made in Italy, yet no one knows who has produced them. Since they are available at places of pilgrimage this makes people automatically think they are fine to use. Information regarding the danger of these rosaries was given at the Marian Cenacle in Limoges, France on 14th March 2005. Why are they considered New Age? 

They are considered New Age due to their symbolism which is not too easy to see except by close inspection of the crucifix, which shows a very sinister story. Behind the figure of Christ there can be seen a caduceus, which is an upright pole, representing mediation between Heaven and earth. It is an ancient herald's wand which was carried by messenger gods like Hermes or Mercury. The rod is also a divining rod to measure the earth and it's energies of power. The serpent Satan is shown behind the figure of Christ and is depicted by a coiled serpent which means latent power, concealed but not yet fully manifest, a dormant power. It may also represent to Satanists that the devil is co messianic, co redeemer and co Christ etc. The circles on the crucifix are from Egyptian Graeco​Roman, Phoenician, Baal symbols called the Pentagram, which is a major occult sign. The circles or pentagrams have five points, which represent, spirit, fire, earth, water and air. The pentagram at the bottom is upside down represents the devils goat. The four circles with dots in the centre signifies gold or the sun in alchemy. In general the meaning is "The resolution of all possibilities." Christ does not share any platform with any other god, philosophy or belief system or minor deity least of all Satan. The depiction of Christ on the cross is the most prominent place of worship, adoration, veneration, glorification, for Catholics and many other Christians and now Satanists or 'new agers,' have placed Satan along side Christ. Some have even said that if these rosaries are blessed, they loose any negative power, ​and what do you think? There is some debate going on about this at the moment. 

Does anyone really want to pray on a rosary that depicts Satan? What we need to be asking ourselves who has made these rosaries with these symbols that should not be there!! 

Thank you so much for all the work you have done!! EWTN forum is such an important media to keep us well informed. God bless you!! 

Answer by Richard Geraghty on 6/9/2007: 

Dear Mel, Has anyone else heard about these "New Age" rosaries? Dr. Geraghty 

Notes
i. EWTN New Age Rosary Warning: http://www.ewtn.com/vexperts/showmessage.asp?number=505658&Pg=Forum13&Pgnu=1&recnu=6 - View a PDF document of the EWTN New Age Rosary Warning 

ii. Prayerful Woman New Age Rosary Warning: http://www.prayerfulwoman.com/New%20Age%20Rosary%20.htm
5. New Age Rosary

http://forums.catholic.com/showthread.php?t=438035 Catholic Answers March 18, 2010

Q. I have been searching the internet for quite sometime but am not able to find any definitive or authoritative answer on if the "New Age" rosary is evil? 
Does blessing the rosary change its evil power? 
What should we do if we have possession of one such rosary?
What is the point in the evil side distributing such rosaries if people are going to pray the rosary on it?
I have seen an exorcist priest confiscate such rosaries from people who come to him and put it in holy water and later dispose it. Also I have seen another priest who is not quite sure and said that blessing the rosary will help. It's really confusing. Am looking for expert answers, have seen a lot of opinions going both ways.
Here is the rosary that I am talking about: http://www.prayerfulwoman.com/New%20Age%20Rosary%20.htm
SELECTED RESPONSES:

- This looks like absurd fear-mongering to me. I see no evidence in the actual photographs that the shape actually is a snake rather than a vine or other ribbonesque decoration. 
And even if it is a snake, it does not follow that a snake represents anything evil at all. In scripture, the crucifixion of the Lord is prefigured by Moses lifting up the bronze serpent: "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life." Eastern Catholic and Orthodox bishops often have croziers employing this serpent imagery.
- There's no pentagram on that crucifix. The points are pentagonal, sure, but they aren't pentagrams. Is the Texas Lonestar a symbol of Baal, too? 
Why aren't there more details? Surely, if these are widely available at pilgrimage sites they could track down who makes and distributes them, and verify that they actually are a New Age group that makes crucifixes to promote Satanism? If so, the Satanists are doing a bad job of it. You have to really squint and use your imagination to see any of that. Furthermore,

five-point stars and five-sided figures have long use in Christian symbolism. In Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, for example, the pentangle on Sir Gawain's shield represents the five wounds of Christ and the five joys of the Blessed Virgin.

- Holy Cross Family Ministries gives rosaries similar to this. They have Christ on it, and 4 suns on the 4 points of the cross. They also have the pole thing. But, the website says they are made in Italy, the HCFM ones say "Ecuador" so does this mean that they are New Age rosaries too?
- As far as I have been able to tell, this whole warning about a "new age rosary" is a hoax.

- First of all, they got it all wrong. That symbol, if anything, is the rod of Asclepius, not the caduceus. They are two very different symbols: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rod_of_Asclepius
Also check out this link: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aaron%27s_rod
It might be a representation of the rod of Moses. They say one of Devil's best strategies is to make people not believe in him. I think that being obsessed and seeing the Devil every other place is also a good strategy. Especially if it keeps you away from a sacramental, or makes you break one...
- Suppose for a minute that these symbols are what the detractors say they are. What difference does it make? Are you saying prayers on the rosary that are evil? Of course not. You are declaring your beliefs in the Creed, praying as Our Lord taught us in the Our Fathers, Quoting Scripture and asking for the intercession of the Blessed Virgin in the Hail Mary's and meditating on the events of Christ's Life in the various mysteries.
It would seem to me that, even IF (and that is a very large if) this rosary is suppose to hold some sort of evil, that power would flee quickly and permanently once the prayers above were pronounced upon it. Evil cannot stand up to the combined power of the prayers of the Holy Rosary reverently prayed.
- I suppose a lot of things can be interpreted as "New Age". Just misinterpretations, really. 

6. New Age Rosaries 
http://hicatholicmom.blogspot.com/2007/06/new-age-rosaries.html
SELECTED RESPONSES:

- Somebody gave me one to show that it is new age. This one opens up at the joint (i.e., the three Hail Mary beads with the crucifix and the five decade beads join at the medal) and thus the rosary becomes a single thread. Try it and check yours. I ask why all the previous rosaries would not open up. The devil is always up to tricks.
May sound discernment prevail.
Milagres Pereira, Goa, India. [Milagres is a pro-lifer who is into international ministry]
- Hi! I'm a Catholic priest and I'm happy to comment.
Rather than answer here, please refer to www.drgareth.info/na_rosary.html. [See page 11]
I wouldn't worry about the puncture marks and the fact it comes apart in the middle. Suppose you had a great love for Our Lady and wanted to be able to give away as many rosaries as possible? By making as many as cheaply as possible. Which might be best done by moulding plastic beads on a nylon string, and at the end of the string putting a piece that will clip-fit on to the join between the preliminary prayers and the decades. You might also find that some small holes or dots are left on the back of the crucifix because of the way the plastic mould is held in position or the molten plastic poured in through a nozzle. Suddenly, the mystery might be solved! (But I'm not an expert in plastic moulding technology.) 

Yours, Fr Gareth Leyshon
- In a nut shell here is my experience.
About two months ago I started using this rosary and now when I think about it, I had the following issues:
o I had a huge struggle with my morning and evening prayers.
o I stopped journaling with Our Lord.
o I used to attend morning mass on a regular basis and when I missed it, it was like a day without sunshine. Now, I was finding all sorts of excuses not to go to Mass. 
o I would fall asleep saying the rosary – this never happened with my other beads.
o I started to doubt myself.
o My home had a heavy feeling about it.
I found the more I used this rosary the more I became fascinated with it especially when it glowed in the dark – I kept holding it up and admiring it. Not so with my other beautiful rosaries and I do have some beautiful ones.
After receiving the email about the New Age rosaries & inspected all the rosaries I had and lo and behold the luminous glow-in-the-dark rosary which I was so fascinated with and which I had been praying with was a New Age rosary. There were the tell-tale pentagons, the snake wrapped around the crucifix and no ‘INRI” at the head of Our Lord.
I had heard about these rosaries before but someone had said that once the rosary had been blessed you could use it... apparently not so. So I decided to bury this rosary on holy ground.
Our home has a light feeling once again. I am back at morning Mass. Once again I am faithful to the Hours of the Office and I am journaling with my Lord.
This He revealed to me today after I asked Him about it.
"Daughter, how do you feel since you buried this trinket? See you are once more at peace so this should tell you more. The evil one has subtle ways of getting in one’s way. He lets you believe that what you are doing - using is okay. But think about it. If an altar is desecrated it cannot be used again unless a Bishop has re-consecrated it. Imagine a trinket that has been blessed then desecrated but no one knows. Let your spirit be guided by My Spirit. Pray about things – I will guide you. If you are at peace then it comes from me but if not, search your heart."
Some of you might say that the Lord is with holding His consolation – but I have also experienced that and these events were not the same.
I am sharing this with you with hope that if you are struggling at the moment, be aware. 

7. New Age Rosary Warning

http://www.catholicdadsonline.org/posts/2220/new-age-rosary-warning/ 

SELECTED RESPONSES:

- I have been trying to get to the bottom of this but I see very few websites that mention anything about a New Age Rosary, and none of them seem very convincing. I would be horrified if the 10 rosaries we found last night at my home matching this description had anything to do with New Age, but we shouldn't be rash.
Although you can see something entwined around the main post of the cross, it's difficult to see any kind of "snake-head." I only see side-ways strips of "ribbon." No eyes, no tongue, nothing. I always just thought it was part of the design, the wood of the Cross, or a ribbon, banner, anything. And the line down the middle - a caduceus?? Maybe, but certainly not conclusive.
I have a Rosary very close to this from my Elementary School years in the early 1990s. That means this design is NOT NEW. The only difference is that instead of suns around the four points of the Cross, there are four heads that could be interpreted as devil heads (with horns) or angels (with wings).
It's just not clear enough to tell for sure. We need to be very cautious of letting our imaginations run away with us while still seriously considering our next step in such a grave matter. Hysteria is not becoming of a Catholic. But prudence is.
- I looked into this issue when the post was made and there is no evidence that someone or some organization is distributing fake rosaries. Another commenter on the original post pointed out the errors of the pamphlet in interpreting the symbols on the rosary. The symbols were not what the pamphlet claimed. 
Please consider that "better safe than sorry" is not better. Alarmism leads us to act out of fear and ignorance. I'll re-post my comments from the original discussion when we were hosted on Blogspot: 
While I think that the person who left the warning had good intention, I think it is a case of ignorance and alarmism. Sadly, I've come across many similar cases in my evangelical background where people misinterpret symbols and leap to the conclusion that the object in question is satanic. 
I think that the previous comments have it right about the symbolism. 
Some comments in the warning concern me. "Breaking the power" of the supposedly new age rosary is placing too much faith in the objects. The rosary is not powerful because of the crucifix, beads, and cord. It is powerful because of the prayer. As a sacramental object, the rosary itself is an aid that (as the Catechism says) "prepares men to receive the fruit of the Sacraments and sanctify different circumstances of life," or (as the Catholic Encyclopedia says) "arouses the piety of the faithful." Keep in mind, prayer is a sacramental. Whether or not your rosary is one of these, the prayers of the rosary are what is efficacious. Having a rosary and never praying it is as beneficial as having athletic shoes and never running in them. 
Which brings me to the necessary question. If some spiritual agent was trying to undermine the rosary, why would they create rosaries that people would use to pray the same prayers the agent doesn't want them to pray? The plastic of the rosary doesn't change the prayers of the heart. 
Really, if I wanted to undermine the rosary, I would not secretly create "fake" rosaries. People would just continue praying. What I would do would be to try to create doubt about the rosaries people already have. The warning you found seems to be effective for that purpose. 
Yes, I am more suspicious of the warning than I am of the plastic rosary it speaks about.

- The new age rosary is in fact a problem. Catholics are unaware that the people who believe in the power of darkness are very faithful to their symbols and their "prayers". Don't disregard something based upon intellect. Intellect is a sign of self. God requires faith. Faith requires belief.
- I disagree with the statement that intellect is a sign of self. The Saints of our church demonstrate that faith and intellect are not mutually exclusive - e.g. St. Augustine and St. Aquinas among many others. 
We are not required to accept accusations to be true as a matter of faith just because some uneducated people make a claim. I am completely at ease disregarding conspiracy theories based on intellect. In fact, conspiracy theories tend to rely on people not using their intellect. A cursory look into the claims about new age rosaries quickly reveals there is nothing to be concerned about (except fear itself). 
No one has provided any evidence supporting the claims that new age rosaries are a credible danger, but I have found some evidence disputing the "new age rosary" claim as a hoax:

http://www.philomena.org/documents/RosaryControversy.pdf 
8. Universal Living Rosary Association of St. Philomena
http://www.philomena.org/documents/RosaryControversy.pdf filomena@philomena.org June 19, 2007

Dear Apostles of the Living Rosary,

Recently, someone sent to us a review that appeared on the internet which described a Rosary which is made in Italy and distributed through Luca of Web Trade Inc. and reputable Catholic companies in the world. The review detailed certain symbols on the Rosary, many of which can be seen only with a magnifying glass and are dubious at best. The Rosary is called the NEW AGE ROSARY ... Satanic Rosary, and other names.
We have worked the mission field for over 20 years and this type of propaganda has been spread about medals, crucifixes, scapulars and other Sacramentals.
Bearing in mind that there are very, very few Catholic Sacramentals in the mission field, the ones that appear in any abundance are often "targeted" by Masonic groups or Communist agents. They are denounced for such things as the

Head of Our Lord facing the wrong direction on the Cross, a line or star in the wrong place, a thousand other reasons may be used, magnified, demonized and spread. The result is that these Sacramentals are burned, buried and destroyed by the very priests who receive them. The result is success for the enemy who wishes to strip the Church of Sacramentals and a deeply devout prayer life nourished with these devotions which give grace, protection and hope to the faithful.

Now, they are attacking this beautiful Rosary, which has a nicely sculptured corpus on the cross, contains the Scapular medal as a center piece and the beads glow in the dark, a symbol of the light the prayer brings, the light of faith and of hearts united. The result, perhaps hoped for by the enemies of the Rosary, is that these Rosaries will be destroyed. The faithful will be skeptical of everything religious given to them and the practice of the Rosary will fall, again, into disuse.

Believe me, there is an organized effort to destroy the devotions and Sacramentals of Our Lady. We struggle, sacrifice and give, in order to bring again to the world a living devotion of the Holy Rosary and Total Consecration.

Please, be careful, not to fall into the trap laid for you!! I Every Rosary you receive is a precious Jewel from the Heart of Mary, and should be carried, kissed and prayed without ceasing.

I have included a personal note from Luca of Web Trade Inc.* which provides us with the lovely Rosary we send to the missions by the hundreds of thousands. 
Thanks be to God for the Paul Gergen family who fund a generous supply for our missionaries each month! 
A new legislation is coming out, which has as its object, to make unlawful to spread Rosary beads, holy water, blessed oils, and anything that might be used for “healing”·. The hour is late my dear members, and we must do all that we can while there is still light.

Please share this information with your members, friends or anyone who might ask.

Our Lady, Seat of Wisdom, pray for us! Patti Melvin, Director
                                                                         *ITALIANROSARIES.COM
To, Mrs. Patti Melvin, Director, The Universal Living Rosary Association, P.O. Box 1303, Dickinson, TX 77539, U.S.A

Dear Madam,

20th June 2007

I, Gianluca Zanna, co-owner of the religious stores RomeGiftShop.com and ItalianRosaries.com, born in Rome of a Catholic family and am myself a part of the Catholic Church through Holy Baptism, hereby want to clear a malicious lie that the glow in the dark plastic Rosary that we distribute is a "New Age" Rosary.

This Rosary, as all our collection of Rosaries, is made according to the rules of the Roman Catholic Church.

Here are some clarification points:

1. There is no snake on this Rosary.

2. There is no pentagon at the bottom.

3. Regarding the pole behind Jesus, "the description of Jesus" suffering during the last hours of life indicates that He was crucified on a stake rather than a cross. Some of the writings of the early Church Fathers confirm the use of a pole, and the very earliest depictions of Jesus' crucifixion in Christian art show Him on a stake. (Acts 5:30 refers to hanging Him on a tree. 1 Peter 2:24 says, "He Himself bore our sins in His Body on the tree."
4. About the "4 suns", the sun images appear widely in Church buildings; these images may take on various forms. Above the "high Altar" in St. Peter's is a huge golden sun-burst image. In other parts of St. Peter's, there are sun images at the top of pillars.

The luminous glow in the dark plastic Rosary we provide has a Scapular medal as a centerpiece with the Sacred Heart of Jesus on the front and Our Lady of Mount Carmel on the back. 
This Rosary is in no way a 'New Age' Rosary, or something other than what it depicts and represents. It is a Catholic Rosary honoring Our Blessed Mother, Our Savior, Jesus and Christianity.

Respectfully,

Gianluca Zanna info@ltalianRosaries.com U.S.A. office, Ph. 928·565-7550, ITALY office, Ph. 06-9872254
E-mail dated June 27, 2007

Dear Patti,

Thank you so much for your two parcels containing in each a beautiful 12" statue of our dear St. Philomena and for your letter which I received today amongst which I found a letter refuting the evil rumor that the plastic rosaries that you and I send out are 'NEW AGE'. The very idea is quite ridiculous! However, it is perfectly true that people have been believing this rumor and spoke to me about it in England and I knew it wasn't true, but it's funny how people believe and follow all sorts of nonsense and, yet, doubt the Truths of our Catholic Faith!

So, thank you for giving me the proofs and argument against this rumor. I don't know where the review you read came from, but, in England, the rumor came from the 'Ecumenical Notice Board' which is an unsound publication printing fake mystics and messages from Pentecostals, Charismatics, Orthodox and various Catholics. I've never read it myself but I know that a lot of the contributors do not understand the Immortal truths of the Church and the editor claims that he will print any ‘message’ sent to him even if he suspects them to be false.

I tell you truly Patti, your 'DEDICATED DECADES' is the best, most spiritually nourishing publication around and I love it!!! Thank you for everything you are doing, In Jesus and Mary, Timothy
9. Catholic Critique of the New Age - Dodgy Rosaries?

www.drgareth.info/na_rosary.html
By Fr. Gareth Leyshon, September 28, 2009

Is it possible that apparently innocuous Catholic sacramentals, such as rosaries (see PrayerfulWoman and HiCatholicMom) and so-called "miraculous medals", can actually be New Age artefacts? Sometimes I am asked about such claims. 

Three things could potentially corrupt what is apparently a Catholic Sacramental. 

 Explicit imagery which can only have a pagan or New Age interpretation; 

 Ambiguous imagery which was put in by a designer who INTENDED a pagan or New Age interpretation; 

 Some kind of occult ritual being performed over the objects. 

The rosaries in question do indeed show a serpent coiled around a pole and have pentagons at the end of the four arms of the cross. I wonder what the designer intended? 

In the Book of Numbers, 21:6, God commands Moses to make a bronze serpent on a pole, through which God miraculously heals those Israelites bitten by poisonous snakes. In the Gospel According to John, 3:14, Jesus uses that serpent as a prototype of his own being lifted up on the Cross so that the whole of humanity can be healed from sin. The Numbers reading is the First Reading on the liturgical feast of the Triumph of the Cross, September 14th. We may be rather uncomfortable with a serpent - a Biblical symbol of temptation - being a prototype of Christ Our Saviour; but it is clearly used by Jesus Himself, so it is a legitimate image.

A pentagon has five sides. There are five mysteries in each decade of the Rosary. Christ is traditionally reckoned to have suffered five wounds on the Cross. The circles inside the pentagons form a design which looks rather like roses - appropriate for a rosary. Any or all of these things may have been on the designer's mind when the mould for this crucifix was crafted. 

The bottom line: Does this crucifix bear any symbols which are unambiguously pagan or New Age? No. 

Does this crucifix have symbols which are totally explainable by Christian traditions? Yes. 

Was it the intent of the designer to depict something Christian or something New Age? Only the designer knows. 

My best guess, therefore, is that someone has looked carefully at these crucifixes, seen serpents and pentagons, leaped to the conclusion that these must have a New Age explanation, and now their unwarranted concern is doing the rounds of the Internet. If this is the only reason that there is concern about these rosaries, then there is no reason at all to worry.

If any reader has any evidence OTHER than the design that there is some New Age intent behind these rosaries, please contact me in complete confidence and I will revise this advice accordingly. 
10. New Age Rosaries?

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=1618 
April 22, 2010

Have you heard of these rosaries that some refer to as New Age Rosaries? I was told that those should be thrown away. I have one that is blessed and I would hate to do that! 
These are rosaries that have a plastic crucifix on them and most of these rosaries are cheapies that many rosaries guilds make and distribute or send overseas to soldiers. The crucifix has what appears to be a snake just above the head of Jesus. I heard another person say that it actually is very scriptural because it depicts the staff of a snake that God told Moses to make so people would look at it and be healed of snake bite and that was a foreshadowing of Jesus on the Cross.

I'm not good at searching the web and not able to post a link to one, but I'm sure you know what I'm talking about. -Carlos
I agree with Father Gareth Leyshon, pastor of St Dyfrig's Catholic Church in Treforest, South Wales, United Kingdom. What follows is his analysis of this question: [See above]

Another example of this rash judgment about symbols is the upside-down cross. People think that is a symbol of Satanism. It is not. The reason the Catholic uses the symbol of the inverted Cross is because it is a symbol of Peter, who was crucified upside-down.

Some Satanist, mostly in the 20th century may have used an inverted Cross, but the Church had the symbol first. If we were throw out any symbol that the devil co-opts for his own, we will have no symbols left.

Nevertheless, since it is technically possible the person who produced the rosary may have evil intentions, and since you do not know where it came from, what you can, if you wish, is to dismantle the rosary and dispose of it -- such as bury it in your backyard. Any curse or blessing that was attached to the rosary terminates once the rosary is dismantled and no longer resembles a rosary. –Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
UPDATE 22 NOVEMBER 2015

11. New Age Rosaries

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=131#more-131
By Susan Brinkmann, June 14, 2010
RK writes: “I’m wondering if you have ever heard of the New Age Rosary. They have showed up at our parish and my son was given one about three years ago. We had it in our home and it wasn’t until this week that someone informed him that it was “bad.” I had never heard of this controversy until a few days ago. Someone asks the question on the EWTN forum, but doesn’t get a response. I would appreciate any information you might have on this. We just handed out 200 of these rosaries to our First Communicants and they were not blessed prior.”

This is a great question and very timely because of the continuing controversy over these so-called New Age rosaries. Someone had them in our parish just a few months ago and everyone was buzzing about them.

For the sakes of those who don’t know what we’re talking about, New Age rosaries are said to be originating from various European shrines, including Medjugorje, where they are usually distributed free of charge. The rosaries are white, blue or pink plastic and depict a snake wrapped around a caduceus (an upright pole) behind Jesus’ head. A caduceus was carried by various messenger gods such as Hermes or Mercury and represents mediation between heaven and earth. The crucifix, which has no INRI sign, also appears to sport pentagrams on the four outer edges of the cross.

A woman named Yvonne wrote a message appearing on the EWTN Q&A Forum in 2005 claiming that her sister was given one of these rosaries in Medjugorje and that a priest there, who is an exorcist, told her to throw it away.

For the last five years, this message (and the rosaries) have been circulating around the world along with widespread speculation about the whole thing being just another internet hoax.

Personally, I have seen and inspected one of these rosaries and found the suspected imaging very hard to decipher. If someone asked me if I could see pentagrams on the four arms of the cross I would have to say no (the snake was a bit more visible).

I searched for advice about these rosaries and came across an explanation from a priest whose expertise on the New Age impressed me enough that I include a portion of it in the back of my Learn to Discern booklets.

Father Gareth Leyshon, who held a Ph.D. in astrophysics from Cardiff University before being ordained a priest in 2007, had this to say about the New Age rosaries on September 28, 2009 [www.drgareth.info/na_rosary.html]:
Is it possible that apparently innocuous Catholic sacramentals, such as rosaries . . . can actually be New Age artifacts? 
Three things could potentially corrupt what is apparently a Catholic Sacramental. 
• Explicit imagery which can only have a pagan or New Age interpretation;
• Ambiguous imagery which was put in by a designer who INTENDED a pagan or New Age interpretation;
• Some kind of occult ritual being performed over the objects. 
The rosaries in question do indeed show a serpent coiled around a pole and have pentagons at the end of the four arms of the cross. I wonder what the designer intended? 
In the Book of Numbers, 21:6, God commands Moses to make a bronze serpent on a pole, through which God miraculously heals those Israelites bitten by poisonous snakes. In the Gospel According to John, 3:14, Jesus uses that serpent as a prototype of his own being lifted up on the Cross so that the whole of humanity can be healed from sin. The Numbers reading is the First Reading on the liturgical feast of the Triumph of the Cross, September 14th. We may be rather uncomfortable with a serpent – a Biblical symbol of temptation – being a prototype of Christ Our Saviour; but it is clearly used by Jesus Himself, so it is a legitimate image. 
A pentagon has five sides. There are five mysteries in each decade of the Rosary. Christ is traditionally reckoned to have suffered five wounds on the Cross. The circles inside the pentagons form a design which looks rather like roses – appropriate for a rosary. Any or all of these things may have been on the designer’s mind when the mould for this crucifix was crafted. 

The bottom line: Does this crucifix bear any symbols which are unambiguously pagan or New Age? No. 
Does this crucifix have symbols which are totally explainable by Christian traditions? Yes. 
Was it the intent of the designer to depict something Christian or something New Age? Only the designer knows. 
My best guess, therefore, is that someone has looked carefully at these crucifixes, seen serpents and pentagons, leaped to the conclusion that these must have a New Age explanation, and now their unwarranted concern is doing the rounds of the Internet. If this is the only reason that there is concern about these rosaries, then there is no reason at all to worry. 
If any reader has any evidence OTHER than the design that there is some New Age intent behind these rosaries, please contact me in complete confidence and I will revise this advice accordingly.”
Fr. Gareth can be reached through his website: http://www.drgareth.info/ 

He explained this so well, I can’t think of a single thing to add!

