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IRREPEATABLE YOU!
Why the Church urgently needs
the active involvement of a committed laity
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f one cylinder  of your car engine misfires, you wouldn’t continue to run it on just three cylinders. It  would perform at much less than optimum
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power, waste a lot of fuel, pollute the atmosphere, and suffer excessive wear and serious damage from being unbalanced. So much for a car running on three cylinders instead of four.  What about the Church, running on barely 5% of its members –   counting clergy, religious and laity? Obviously such a church would perform far below its potential, waste energy, and be unbalanced.  We should not be surprised at the accumulated damage from continuing to perform this way for so long.

The Age of the Laity?  Of late we have been hearing that this is the age of the laity in the Church. What it really means is that this is the age of  realisation of the place and function of the laity in the Church.  The place and role of the laity is as old as Christianity, it is only that what is integral to the divine plan, for so long ignored, neglected and denied, is now once again being realised.   As the first Pope wrote in the first encyclical, “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” (1 Peter
2:9) The words “royal”, “priesthood” and “declare”
together cover the call to be “priest, prophet and king.” The Church is divine but also human, and so is subject


This article was written for the Laity Sunday  issue of The Examiner.  Laity Sunday is usually observed each year in June.
But in 2003, for some  strange reason, Laity Sunday was neither observed nor even mentioned.
In view of the Church’s repeated reminders and exhortations that this is “the age of the laity” and “the laity has an important role in the Church,” we have chosen to publish this.
Editor
to the ills that plague worldly organisations. Clericalism, and the consequent neglect of the laity, is one of those ills. At a time when literacy was largely the  preserve of the affluent and the clergy, the uneducated majority –  who happened to be the bulk of the laity – were marginalised. The potential for the sanctification of the temporal order was lost sight of. The divide between the sacred and the profane widened and became institutionalised.

Two  kinds  of Christians?   “Dua  sunt genera Christianorum”  wrote Gratian, the father of Canon Law.  There are two kinds of Christians.   His first category comprised those set aside for divine worship,
i.e. priests, and those who simply seek the spiritual improvement of their own lives, i.e. monks.  He went on to deal with the second class (pun not intentional!), “There is another sort of Christians, who are called lay folk. ‘Laos’ means ‘people’. These are allowed to possess temporal goods, but only what they need for use.
For  nothing  is more
wretched than  to set God at

these  three  offices  of  Christ  and  bears  the responsibilities for mission and service that flow from them.” (CCC 783).
The laity’s three-fold office is therefore a sharing in the office of Jesus Himself, the office of priest, prophet and king.   “The laity . . .are assigned to the apostolate  by the Lord Himself” (Decree on the Lay Apostolate
3).
nought for the sake of money. They are allowed to marry, to till the earth, to pronounce judge- ment on men’s disputes and plead in court, to lay their offerings on the altar, to pay their tithes: and so they can be saved, if they do good and avoid evil.”   (Quoted in LAY PEOPLE IN THE CHURCH by Fr Yves Congar).
According to Gratian, the lay position was a concession that was barely tolerated.   Equally odious was their exclusion from divine worship and improvement of their spiritual lives, which were the preserve (according to Gratian) of the priests and the monastics respectively.

Many wonder, to what extent is the spirit of Gratian alive and well even in the Church today? It  doesn’t really matter.   What does matters is the true mind of Christ as explicitly stated in Scripture and the teaching of the


The place and role
of the laity. “These faithful are by baptism made one body with Christ and are constituted among the People of God; they are in their own way made sharers in the priestly, prophetical, and kingly functions of Christ;  and
they carry out for their own part the mission of the whole Christian people in the Church and in the world.” (LG 31).
“The laity . . .are assigned to the apostolate by the Lord Himself”

(Decree on the Lay
Apostolate 3).


The laity as priests.  As priests, the laity do not passively “hear” mass that is “said” by a priest; rather, as a priestly people, they offer the sacrifice of their own lives in union with the sacrifice of the Mass.  As St Paul wrote, “I appeal  to you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.”  (Romans 12:1)
This is explained in greater detail: “The supreme and eternal Priest, Christ Jesus . . . also gives them [laity]  a sharing in His priestly function of offering spiritual worship for the glory of God and the salvation of men. For this reason the laity, dedicated to Christ and anointed by
the
Holy
  Spirit,
 are marvelously
called 
and wonderfully prepared so that ever more abundant fruits of the

Church. There are no two classes of Christians in the Church — that would be a denial of the very essence of  being Church.   “Flowing from their rebirth in Christ, there is a genuine equality of dignity and action among all Christ’s faithful.  Because of this equality, they all contribute, each according to his or her own condition and office, to the building up of the Body of Christ” (Canon 208).

What  exactly is the place and role of the laity? “Jesus Christ is the one whom the Father anointed with the Holy Spirit and established as priest, prophet and king. The whole People of God participates  in


Spirit may be produced in them. For all their works, prayers and apostolic endeavours,   their ordinary married and family life, their daily occupations, their physical and mental relaxation, if carried out in the Spirit, and even the hardships of life, if patiently borne
— all these become ‘spiritual sacrifices acceptable to  God through Jesus Christ’.   Together with the offering of the Lord’s body, they are most fittingly offered in the celebration of the Eucharist. Thus, as those everywhere who adore in holy activity, the laity consecrate the world itself to God. ” (LG 34)

The ministry  of prophet  is a sadly neglected one,

more so as we naturally resent words of correction. But the need for prophetic lay people is a serious one. “What would our Church be like without the charism of prophets, that is, men speaking

under 

the inspiration  of the Holy Spirit, who speaking out insistently

‘on

 all occasions, convenient and inconvenient’ woke up the Church at times when she was asleep, to prevent the practice of  the Gospel of Christ 
from
being neglected?   It was not in past ages alone, not only in the time of St Thomas Aquinas or St Francis  of Assisi that the Church was in need of the charisma of teachers and prophets and other ministries; she needs them today as well and needs them in her ordinary everyday life.”
“It  is clear  that all the faithful,
even
those endowed with the greatest


“What would our Church be like without the charism of prophets, that is, men speaking under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, who speaking out insistently ‘on all occasions, convenient and inconvenient’  woke up the Church at times when  she was asleep, to prevent the practice of  the Gospel of Christ  from being neglected?”
“It was not in past ages alone, not only in the time of St Thomas Aquinas or St Francis  of Assisi that the Church was in need of the charisma  of teachers and prophets and other ministries;  she needs them today as well and needs them in her ordinary everyday life.”
“The Charismatic Dimension of the Church.”
Speech of Cardinal Leon Suenens at Vat II.

What Moses prayed for in the wilderness, “Would that all the LORD’s people were prophets, that  the LORD would put his spirit upon them!”  (Numbers
11:29) has been fulfilled with Pentecost. A prophet is one who speaks for God, both to the Church and to the world, not only with words of encouragement but also with words of correction, with reference to situations, practices and policies that are offensive to
God.

“[Christ’s faithful]   have the right, indeed at times the duty, in keeping
with
their knowledge, competence and position, to manifest to the sacred  Pastors  their views on matters  which concern the good of the Church.  They have the right also to make their views known to others of Christ’s  faithful, but in doing so they must always respect  the integrity of faith and morals, show due
gifts, give reverence and obedience to their pastors. But it is also true from the other side that similar attention and reverence is due to those charisms and impulses of the Holy Spirit, who very frequently breathes through Christian  laymen who have no position of authority.  Consequently St Paul warns all Christians, pastors included, ‘Do not quench the Spirit, and do not despise prophetic utterances, but bring them all to the test and then keep what is good’” (1 Thessalonians 5:19-21). This complex of gifts, charisms and ministries can be brought into play and serve to build up the Church only through that freedom of the sons of God which, following St. Paul’s example, all pastors must protect and foster.” (“The  Charismatic Dimension  of the Church”  by Cardinal  Leon Suenens –   “Council  Speeches of Vatican II”)

reverence to the Pastors and take into account both the common good and the dignity of individuals.” (Canon 212 §3)

In an age marked by cynicism and error, the Church also calls her children to speak up for the truth. “Since, in our own times, new problems are arising and very serious errors are circulating which tend to undermine the  foundations of religion, the moral order, and human society itself, this sacred  synod earnestly exhorts laymen — each according to his own gifts of intelligence and learning — to be more diligent in doing what they can to explain, defend, and properly apply Christian principles to the problems of our era in accordance with the mind of the Church.”  (Decree on the Apostolate of the Laity 6).  In order to speak for God, it is imperative that one should be always

listening to God.

The sharing in the kingly ministry of Jesus is subject to misunder- standing. As Jesus said to Pilate, “My kingship is not of this world; if my kingship were of this world, my servants would fight, that I might not be handed over to the Jews.” (John 18:36)   It is the uniquely humble kingship of One who came “not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). Participation in the kingly office of Jesus is selfless service in His name.

Ministry, which simply means service, is at the heart of the Christian life. While there are ministries and services ordained and approved by the Church, it
is
important

to remember that the call is from  the  Lord.
Any discrimination within ministries, or opposition to the ministry of lay people, is an offence against Jesus Himself. Not all have the time to belong
  to
apostolic associations. That is why the Church teaches, “The laity can engage in their apostolic activity either as individuals or together as members
of
   various groups or associations. The individual apostolate, flowing generously from its  source  in  a  tr uly Christian life, is the origin


“Being ‘members’ of the Church takes nothing away from the fact that each Christian as an individual is
‘unique and irrepeatable’. On the contrary, this belonging guarantees  and fosters the profound sense of that uniqueness  and irrepeatability, in so far as these very qualities are
the source of variety and richness for the whole Church. Therefore, God calls the individual in Jesus Christ, each one personally by name. . .”
“Because  of each member’s unique and irrepeatable character,  that is, one’s identity and actions as a person, each individual is placed at the service of the growth of the ecclesial community while, at the same time, singularly receiving and sharing in the common richness of all the Church.”
“Above all, each member of the lay faithful should always be fully aware of being a ‘member of the Church’ yet entrusted with a unique task which cannot be done by another
and which is to be fulfilled for the good of all. From this perspective the Council’s insistence on the absolute necessity of an apostolate exercised
by the individual takes on its full meaning.”
Extracts from Christifideles Laici 28

and condition of the whole lay apostolate, even of the organized type, and it admits of no substitute.”  (Decree on the Apostolate of the Laity, 15- 16).

False  modesty  is the greatest obstacle  to a fruitful lay apostolate: “I have no special talent . .

. I have nothing to give .

. .  nobody will miss me if I’m not there . . . ” Such an attitude is usually drilled into us with the argument that “Nobody



is irreplaceable.”    On the contrary, the Church stresses
that
 each individual Catholic is a “unique 


  and irrepeatable” person “entrusted with a unique task which cannot  be done  by another  and which is to be fulfilled for the
good

of
all.” (Christifideles Laici 28). Each lay person is specially


  and individually called by God to play a role that nobody else can perform in the same way.   To ignore it or to obstruct it is an offence against God, and a loss to the Church.
Errol C Fernandes
WHAT KIND OF A LAITY DO WE WANT?
LIBERAL? 
CONSERVATIVE?
OR SIMPLY GENUINELY CATHOLIC?
n June 2003, Cardinal Francis Arinze was invited to deliver the Commencement Address at Georgetown University in Washington DC, USA. With reference to the state of contemporary society, the Cardinal said, In many parts of the world, the family is under siege. It is opposed by an anti-life mentality as
is seen in contraception, abortion, infanticide and euthanasia. It is scorned and banalized by pornography, desecrated by fornication and adultery, mocked by homosexuality, sabotaged by irregular unions and cut in two by divorce.”
Later, many Georgetown professors voiced their outrage over Cardinal Arinze’s speech. A letter protesting the address was signed by 70 faculty members and sent to Dean McAuliffe a few days later. One professor even left the stage while Cardinal Arinze was speaking. Another professor (and priest) took it upon himself to apologize “on  behalf of Catholics”  for the cardinal’s “insensitive remarks” which the professor said were “un-Christian.” Still another professor said the presentation was “wildly inappropriate.”
On the plus side, many thousands of Catholics from all over the world, sent telegrams, faxes, e-mails and signed internet campaigns expressing support of and solidarity with Cardinal Arinze, urging him to continue to  speak   the truth without   compromise.   Many thousands sent   messages of disapproval and denunciation to the administration and faculty of Georgetown University for the shabby and disrespectful treatment handed out to Cardinal Arinze, and their open rejection of Catholic morality.  And many thousands have also demanded that “Catholic” universities such as Georgetown, which used to have a glorious Catholic tradition, be no longer permitted


to falsely and deceptively  pose as “Catholic” when their character is evidently anything but Catholic. Yours truly, as editor of EMMANUEL and on behalf of the Emmanuel Prayer Group, is honoured to be among those who expressed support for Cardinal Arinze and denounced the disrespectful treatment accorded  to  Cardinal Arinze  on  the  basis  of Georgetown’s moral compromise.

Here in Bombay too, it is not uncommon for the laity to  be told that certain meditation and spiritual practices that Vatican documents have declared incompatible with Christian spirituality are beneficial for Catholics, because, "what does Rome know about Eastern culture?"  Perhaps the laity have for too long allowed themselves to be led – unmindful of where – by  their noses, and are finally beginning to take a stand.
While many fall into the trap of typing Catholics as “liberal” or “conservative, it’s time genuine Catholics redefined the classification as simply “Obedient Catholic” and “Not Genuinely Catholic”.

“WHEN RELATIVISM LEADS TO SYNCRETISM . . .” – Pope John Paul II
n our January 2003 issue of EMMANUEL we dealt at length with the problem of syncretism and its entry into the Church in India. Some readers



expressed concern and disapproval at what they thought was an unnecessary criticism of what is really “progress in the areas of dialogue and inculturation.”

pray jointly with members of other religions, whether monotheist, polytheist, pantheist or transcendental? Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger responds:

“A distinction must be made between multireligious and interreligious prayer”.
The prayers for peace in Assisi, called by John Paul II, are multireligious, as all participants pray at the same time but in different places.

The case in question was our objection to the Yesu Krist Jayanti 2000 symbol that misrepresented Jesus, the Incarnate Son of God become man, as a “guru” who is essentially understood to be a man who, through meditation, achieves divinity. This was done through the pictorial representation of the crucified hand of Jesus in the “upadesa mudra” which depicts a guru imparting what he has himself gained through meditation and  “enlightenment”.
Further to that, we would like to present the caution sounded by Pope John Paul II to a group of Indian bishops during their Ad Limina visit to Rome earlier this year, on the dangers of  relativising Christian truth in order to be accommodating to the beliefs of other religions/cultures that are, in fact, incompatible with Christianity.

“An even greater  misrepresentation  of our faith occurs  when relativism leads to syncretism:  an artificial ‘spiritual construct’ that manipulates and consequently distorts the essential, objective, revelatory nature  of Christianity.”
John Paul II, to Indian bishops, July 2003.

Syncretism  also makes  its way into the Church through inter-religious prayer services that seem to have become the latest fad in some parishes in Bombay and parts of India. We quote from Cardinal Ratzinger ’s most recent book,   (“Faith, Truth, Tolerance — Christianity and the World Religions”) in which he treats the subject.

Addressing the question of whether it is possible  to


In these cases, the participants “know that their way of understanding the divinity and, therefore, their way of addressing it, is so different that a common prayer would be a fiction, it would not be true,”  writes Cardinal Ratzinger, the prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.

On the contrary, in interreligious prayers, people of diverse religious traditions pray together, he explains.

“Is it possible to do so in a truthful and honest way?”
Cardinal Ratzinger seriously doubts it.

If such interreligious prayers are organized, however, they require three conditions, Cardinal Ratzinger stresses.
1. It must be made clear that one is praying to the one, personal God;

2. It must be established that what is being prayed for is not in contradiction to the Our Father; and

3. It must be stressed that for Christians Jesus Christ is the sole redeemer of all people.

(Sourced from Zenit News)
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“An even greater misrepresentation  of our faith occurs when relativism leads to syncretism: an artificial ‘spiritual construct’ that manipulates and consequently distorts the essential, objective, revelatory nature of Christianity.”
John Paul II, to Indian bishops, July 2003.
CHRISTIANITY AND NEW AGE:
Can we simply “Take the best of both”?
ver since New Age has become a hotly debated issue in some Catholic circles (while those who promote its components in disobedience to the
stern warnings issued by the Vatican refuse to enter into the debate for obvious reasons) some have asked, rather simplistically, "why we cannot simply take what is best from both New Age and Christianity?”
Given that various philosophies that constitute New Age all reject the very basics of Christianity - a personal God, sin, Jesus Christ as Saviour, the distinction between Creator and creature, and so on, there   really   is   no   common   ground   between 


Christianity and New Age, and there are no “elements of New Age acceptable to Christianity.” New Age is intrinsically a rejection of the essential beliefs of Christianity, and looks forward to the end of Christianity as an influence on the world - as has been pointed out in the Vatican document :Jesus Christ, Bearer of the Water of Life.  A Christian Reflection on the New Age.”

Claims to separate technique from philosophy (take what is helpful) have in the past proved to be the thin edge of the wedge.   Yogic meditation has been promoted — with considerable success — as a

CCC:1


John 1:14
John 3:13
Col. 1:19-20
Romans 3:23 ➜ Isaiah 59:2 ➜ Romans 1:19-25
1Peter 1:18-19
CCC 1: "God. . .  freely created man to make him share in his own blessed life."
Rom. 3:23 "All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God."
Isaiah 59:2 “your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you so that he does not hear.”
Rom 1:19-25  “For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them . . . his invisible nature, namely, his eternal power and deity, has been clearly perceived in the things that have been made . . . although they knew God they did not honour him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking and their senseless minds were darkened . . . because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator.”
John 1:14 
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth.”
John 3:13   “No one has ascended into heaven but he who descended from heaven, the Son of man.”
Col 1:19-20   “For in him all the fulness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.”
1 Pet 1:18-19 “You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your fathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.”
technique apart from its intrinsic philosophy of self- deification; but today, we read articles by priests openly identifying one’s own “True Self” with God

— a concept abhorrent to Christianity.

Elements of New Age pre-date Christianity, and some even pre-date Judaism. Rooted in man’s fallen nature, these are unable to save man.  So God sent His own Son to be the atoning sacrifice by which we would be reconciled to Him - wherein lies our true destiny. Are we now to turn to the same philosophies and techniques that God calls futile? “As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance  . . . You  know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your fathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.”   (1 Peter 1:14,
18-19).
Therefore, “See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.” (Colossians 2:8)
As the document warns us, “many of the movements which have fed the New Age are explicitly anti- Christian . . . despite what is often said about openness to all religious standpoints, traditional  Christianity is not sincerely regarded as an acceptable alternative.
. . it is occasionally made abundantly clear that ‘there is no tolerable place for true Christianity’, and there are  even  arguments  justifying anti-Christian behaviour.” (No 6.1)

Errol  C Fernandes
We welcome you to attend the
Emmanuel  Prayer Group meetings
every 1st, 2nd and 4th Wednesday  of the month from 7.30 to 9 p.m.
at St. Joseph's Convent, MMT Hall, Bandra.

We would appreciate your response, suggestions and questions.
Write to us at "EMMANUEL"
304, Asit Apartments, Kane Road, Mount Mary, Bandra - 400 050.

OR
e-mail us at riterrol@vsnl.com
The cost of printing EMMANUEL is met by the freewill love offerings of the members and well-wishers of the Emmanuel Prayer Group
Published by the Emmanuel Prayer Group of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal

Editor: Errol  C. Fernandes. For Private Circulation Only.

ERROL FERNANDES and I started corresponding with each other only in 2003, a few months before I went online with a personal computer and an email address. We jointly gave a seminar on the New Age in Bandra, Bombay in February 2004. The Lord called him on June 25, 2004.
This ministry carries on Errol’s crusade against New Age error in the Catholic Church in India- Michael Prabhu michaelprabhu@vsnl.net www.ephesians-511.net
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