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                     THE ST. PAULS’ NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE

CRITIQUE: DERRICK D’COSTA, BAHRAIN WRITES ON ORKUT             
                             My response to the New Community Bible - I

  17 July 2008
To 
        The individual Bishops of the Catholic Church in India

Your Grace

I am truly thankful for the opportunity to convey my feelings of utter sadness, helplessness and deep sense of outrage over the New Community Bible (NCB) India version as my former letter* conveyed only a part of my chagrin and was not constructive in terms of its structure I beg your kindness in reading my response again.

A Lost Opportunity

My first impression on reading the commentary and the Bible is that a wonderful opportunity has been lost. Here was an opportunity perhaps to quote the Early Church Fathers, Doctors of the Church and our mystic and ascetic saints, all of whose writings have not been transmitted to the faithful, and blend it with the existential challenges faced by Christian families in India, who live in the midst of poverty and communal violence. The challenges and trials of the people of Israel are keenly experienced by Catholic families in India in terms of violence, social discrimination etc., not to mention the rising tide of materialism, even apostasy which in my Parish many of the poorer Catholics have taken to, the problem of the sects, gender violence, evils such as pornography and the occult but unfortunately this was not to be. 

          My response to the New Community Bible - II

                                                               24 July 2008
It must be agreed, by Your Grace, that the several excellent commentaries of St. Jerome, St Augustine, Origen, Clement of Alexandria, and Chrysostom on the Holy Scriptures are not bound by their individual culture as they wrote for the Universal Church, in a spirit of true reverence for Holy Scripture. The attitude is somehow to treat the Holy Fathers and their writings as foreign, which is only partly true. We do know that they belonged to different continents and cultures, witness St. Augustine from North Africa, St Jerome - Croatia, St John Chrysostom – Antioch, Tertullian – Carthage, and Origen – Egypt, but they spoke just one language, the language of the Holy Spirit. The Church is universal precisely because it is universal as to place, time and doctrine. As to whether their writings have a stamp of their culture or of the Universal Church, that I leave to Your Grace for your conscience to decide.

The commentary reads like something borrowed from ISKCON and Baba Ramdev who are in any case available in media in not a very different format than what is presented. By the way the initial news articles on the Bible have already been posted on two Hindu fundamentalist sites. Perhaps it is the condescending attitude of the commentators since I could not see much criticism of their religious texts. Perhaps history will put the perceived expropriation of Hindu religious texts in a Catholic Bible as one more impetus to violence.

At the very same time the commentary can perhaps be compared to an event of inviting such revered Gurus of the Hindu faith to our Churches to provide their sermons with the full and explicit approbation of the Church of God. 

*NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 8_ LETTERS CALLING FOR ITS WITHDRAWAL

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW%20COMMUNITY%20BIBLE%208_%20LETTERS%20CALLING%20FOR%20ITS%20WITHDRAWAL.doc
My response to the New Community Bible - III

                                                         24 July 2008
                                                                      A dishonest assumption

The commentators have used a brahminical concept of Hinduism, one that is rejected by the scheduled and backward castes (approximately) 30-40% of the population of India and the tribals who comprise another 10%, not to speak of the other minorities comprising 17% of the population. So the audience appears beforehand to be effectively compromised. I accept the fact that it is the upper castes who rule India for the present, but since when has the Church begun to exercise its favours exclusively on the rich.

The grief of the Holy Spirit

Your Grace cannot be unaware of the several occasions where disrespect and disbelief is exclusively directed to the Holy Scripture inspired by the Holy Spirit and almost never to the mythological texts quoted. My intention is much less to provide a critique of the damaging material that is there (which in any case I am not qualified to do) in the NCB than to provide my just concern for the chastisement that will surely fall on the Church in India as the night follows the day. You are aware of what befell Constantinople, whose patriarch did not rule correctly on the Filioque dispute thus grieving the Holy Spirit. Surely you can see the even closer parallels to their actions in this our days. 

My response to the New Community Bible - IV
                                                                              24 July 2008
                                                                 A tragic turn of events

The Church in India is today under attack, poor Christian, religious, tribals and dalits are terrorized, there have been cases of physical violence against nuns and priests in urban centres as Bombay and the remote forests of Kandhamal, Orissa. The State and its organs of the police, administration and judiciary are biased towards the aggressors. Perhaps Your Grace has not witnessed a riot first hand, I have. 

In the backdrop of the worst persecution of the Church in India post-independence, I can think of nothing more traumatic to the faithful people of God than what has been done. Here the aggressors are not the Hindu fundamentalists who force the Christians to recite the Gayatri Mantra (I will return to this painful subject later) but our own priests and religious. As Psalm 54: 13-15 (Your Grace these words are present in every breviary) puts it - For if my enemy had reviled me, I would verily have borne with it. And if he that hated me had spoken great things against me, I would perhaps have hidden myself from him. But thou a man of one mind, my guide, and my familiar, who didst take sweetmeats together with me: in the house of God we walked with consent. 

Top of Form

My response to the New Community Bible - V
                                                               24 July 2008
                                                  The contrast between light and darkness

I beg Your Grace to look at a parallel commentary between the treatment of Psalm 5 by the Holy Doctor of the Church St. Alphonsus Liguori and by Fr Raja SJ (one of the former presidents of the Society of Bible Studies in India) who provided the commentary on the Psalms in the NCB:
Psalm 5 commentary of St Alphonsus 
“The Divine Office” Psalm 5 commentary of the New Community Bible
(v.1, 2) God hears and understands everything; but sometimes he seems not to hear, or not to understand, because the prayer that we make to him is either not just or because it is ill-made. (v. 3) Hence David said: O Lord, hear me, understand me. I will always have recourse to Thee; and I know of a certainty, according to Thy promises, that Thou wilt always hearken to my prayer. (v. 4) I will place myself in Thy presence to pray to Thee, and I will always have before my eyes that Thou hatest all iniquity. (v. 9) Propter inimicos meos, dirige in conspectu tuo viam meam. (To confound my enemies so direct me that I may always walk in Thy presence.) (v. 11) An open sepulchre that exhales a malignant infection; for they use their tongues to weave deceits; judge them, and punish them as they deserve. (v. 15) Thou hast surrounded us on all sides with the shield of goodwill which renders us secure from all the assaults of our enemies. 

My response to the New Community Bible – VI
                                                                 24 July 2008
THE CONTRAST BETWEEN LIGHT AND DARKNESS (contd.)
Psalm 5 Commentary of St Alphonsus Doctor of the Church (contd.)


(Also to be noted is that The Holy See has frequently praised and recommended all the works of St. Alphonsus; but the decree of March 23, 1871, which conferred on St. Alphonsus the title of Doctor of the Church, makes special mention of this commentary on the Psalms.) Further St Alphonsus also gives us this counsel - “Again, when we meet with a prayer that the psalmist addressed to God for the entire Hebrew people, we should have in view the Christian people. So also when the royal prophet speaks of his enemies this being oftenest understood, according to the literal sense, of his many persecutors we should think of the evil spirits, who are indeed our worst enemies, since they seek to deprive us of the life of the soul rather than of the life of the body.” AND “We would here once more remark on the subject of the enemies from whom the royal prophet endured persecution, which all the psalms when they speak literally are to be understood mystically of all the internal and external enemies, especially of our most powerful and most dangerous enemies, I mean the devils who are plotting against our eternal salvation.”- (cf pg. 18. and 39 of “THE DIVINE OFFICE” 
The commentator absolutely overlooks the near unanimity of the Fathers and derisively make references to something called “OT theology”. 

My response to the New Community Bible - VII

                                                                              24 July 2008
The Contrast between Light and Darkness (contd.)
Psalm 5 commentary of the New Community Bible (contd.)
Page 877 of the New Community Bible, (writing it is not a pleasant experience)
"Gayatri Mantra (Rig Veda 3.62.10) At daybreak facing the rising sun 
"Om Bhur Bhuvasvaha/ Tat Savitur Varenyam/ Bhargo Vevasya dhimani/ Dhiyo yo nah Pracodayat." (May we meditate on the most excellent lustre of the sun God, that he may illumine our intellect)
During the day we have to find the straight path of the Lord; amidst the crookedness and temptations of life, so we (v. 9) come first before God, to set our sight right (v. 8.) Verse 10 utters a curse against the wicked (as do many other Psalms) Such curses appear to us unchristian, but they must be seen within an OT theology, of retribution, when belief in a future life was not known. The Justice of God had to somehow manifest itself in this life. This is what we hope for.

I would like to comment a bit on the above and I beg your kindness to excuse my ignorance since I am but a lay person;

1. May we meditate on the most excellent lustre of the sun god, that he may illumine our intellect) = This appears to be the most offensive of all the texts in the commentary simply because it is used aggressively against the poorest of the poor Christians who are victims of Hindu mob violence. Further note how no comment on the correctness or otherwise of invoking the sun God is mentioned. Perhaps the commentator agrees with the Rig Veda, because he saves his critique for the Holy Spirit. (See the OT theology derisive reference). Note in passing how he omits to quote any father or doctor of the Church. 

My response to the New Community Bible - VIII

                                                                              24 July 2008
The Contrast between Light and Darkness (contd.)
Psalm 5 commentary of the New Community Bible (contd.)
If we see Dr John Dayal’s latest posts on Kandhamal (cf. 8th July Tumidibandh post http://groups.google.com/group/JohnDayal/browse_thread/thread/13389056ed79ae45) he says this “This is an ashram with a few hundred young girls and women who are taught Sanskrit and a few of the martial arts. At the swami’s call, they come out, squat on the road while their male colleagues chop down two trees on their side of the ashram’s boundary walls. All vehicles come to a grinding halt. Pedestrians and motorcyclists who get caught by the swiftness of the operation are given a simple test to prove their faith, and their loyalty to the swami. They are asked to recite the 'gayatri' mantra. If they do, and thereby pass the test, they are told as loyal Hindus they should extend moral support to the road closure and stay back for three hours. If they cannot, they are given the thrashing of their lives. I have met several Christian youth who could not recite the Mantra and were beaten up – by the young women, and beaten up bad.”

2. Verse 10 utters a curse against the wicked (as do many other Psalms). Such curses appear to us unchristian, but they must be seen within an OT theology, of retribution, when belief in a future life was not known. The Justice of God had to somehow manifest itself in this life. This is what we hope for.: This is a pathetic display of ignorance all the Fathers especially St Augustine plead that the verses have to interpreted metaphorically as well as literally if the meaning is not clear. Here of course the literal meaning is sufficient but can be supplemented mystically as towards sin and the evil one for instance which was used in earlier commentaries. What is appalling is that somehow disbelief is directed to the word of the Holy Ghost by the comment "appear to us unchristian" (1) 

My response to the New Community Bible - IX
                                                                              24 July 2008
What I have written is sufficient in my own opinion to forbid anyone I love from even looking at the version for fear of them losing their souls eternally. 

                                                                         Necessary steps

I do not think anything can be done at this stage since it requires a lot of courage to do the right thing. Princes of the Church of India have given their approbation, imprimaturs have been granted and yet as Catholics we cannot bear Our Lord being crucified anew. I beg therefore Your Grace to do the right thing, and speak the inconvenient truth.

What cannot be disputed now is the immense capability of self-destruction present in our Church. It appears that the opinion of the people no longer matter, a Brahminical concept of Hinduism is forced down upon us. Yes my Goan ancestors were Brahmins, but the majority of the Christian population in India is dalit and tribal in origin they will feel twice as estranged as I do, but unfortunately due to fear or ignorance may not be able to effectively express themselves. But God who sees all will take their side for he always takes the side of the poor. 

I must finally say that this Bible for me makes no difference to my faith, my love and reverence for the Church remains unchanged and while I am grieved and disappointed with what has happened, I trust God and believe that even now he has the power to change hearts and minds, and present the Church spotless. Even now I thank Your Grace for your kindness in accepting our response and surrender this matter into your hands.

(1) –“ It is a certain rule, says St. Augustine, and is commonly followed by the Holy Fathers, to take the words of Scripture in their proper literal sense, unless some absurdity would result from doing so; for if it were allowed to explain every thing in a mystic sense, it would be impossible to prove any article of Faith from the Scripture, and it would only become the source of a thousand errors, as every one would give it whatever sense he 

My response to the New Community Bible - Postscript
                                                                              24 July 2008

Just as most of the readers reading this forum, I am more sad than angry, more hurt by the betrayal of Christ, but I reflect also that I am a sinner and that helps me to understand something of this issue.
No one but those in power understand the attraction of vainglory, we must use therefore all our strength in standing on the side of our now betrayed Lord, wounded by his best friends again.
Alphonsus Rodriguez SJ says that we must have zeal for souls, especially those who will be lost through this latest assault on Our Lord. BESIDES what I have already said, there are chiefly three things which may excite this zeal in us, and urge us to do all in our power for the salvation of our neighbour. The first and chief is, to consider that it is for these Jesus Christ died and how tenderly must he have loved them, since he gave his blood and life for their purchase? The earth sprinkled with the blood of God, shews us the price of a soul; and the esteem and love Jesus has for her. It is this should fill us with zeal and fervour in those offices which regard the salvation of souls. It is this should make us eagerly seek out occasions of doing them service, that we may be enabled to say with the apostle, the charity of Jesus Christ urgeth us. Now can we feel difficulty in shedding our blood for him for whom the Son of God has shed his? And can we refuse to sacrifice our life for the love of a God who has sacrificed himself for us? What! I see a soul ready to perish, I see it ready to fall into hell, I think that God died to redeem it, that it is in my power to save it, and I will not do it, even at the loss of my life! this is what charity cannot permit. The zeal of souls ought to engage our hearts every moment, it ought always to be our greatest care, as it was the sole care of the apostle, who in his labours, in his chains, and in his sufferings, having death often before his eyes, was less touched with the things without, than with the care and solicitude he always felt within for the church 
My response to the New Community Bible – Brother Michael Prabhu
                                                                              5 August 2008
                                                                             Dear friends
It seems that apart from our helplessness very little seems to be happening, the faith of the Indian Church is put in tremendous danger, and an assault is made on the Dalit and tribal Christians, and in fact all Christians by thrusting a Brahminical commentary on them, and all this not by the Hindu right wing but by those we love as Fathers and Pastors. 
My heart speaks of betrayal, my upbringing says obey, and my conscience says fight on the side of the Lord even if you be in the minority of one.
Please take some time to read Brother Michael Prabhu's post on the New Community Bible http://www.ephesians-511.net/

From my childhood we were told to obey and respect our priests and I still do, but the fathers must pay close attention to St. Alphonsus who laments: "Alas! What shall become of the scandalous priest on the Day of Judgment? I will, says the Lord, meet them as the bear that is robbed of her whelps. Hosea 13: 8 
With what rage does the bear rush on the sportsman that has killed or stolen her whelps! It is thus God has declared that he will meet on the Day of Judgment the priest that has destroyed instead of saving souls. And if, says St. Augustine, we shall scarcely be able to give an account of ourselves, what shall become of the priest that shall have to render an account of the souls he has sent to hell?" 
Beware God is merciful but just, as Wisdom 6: 6 puts it "Horribly and speedily will he appear to you: for a most severe judgment shall be for them that bear rule."

                                                From St Jerome's letters - I
"Has light any communication with darkness? What agreement has Christ with Belial?"
asks St. Paul. And what, I may ask, has Horace to do with the Psalter? Or Virgil with the Gospels, or Cicero with the Apostle? Would not a brother Christian be shocked and scandalized if he saw you reclining on a dinner couch in the temple of some idol? Even though to the pure of heart all things are pure, and though nothing should be refused if it be received with thanksgiving, we should not drink at the same time from the chalice of Christ and the bowl of devils.

An incident from my own wretched experience might illustrate this.
Many years ago for the sake of the kingdom of heaven I castrated myself from home, parents, sister, relatives and, harder still, from the appetizing meals to which I had grown accustomed. On to Jerusalem I went to fight the good fight. But the library I had
collected during student days at Rome with such diligence and hard work this I simply could not bring myself to abandon. What a miserable creature I was: after fasting, I would gloat over my Cicero; after many nights spent in vigil, and after tears wrung
from my heart of hearts by the recollection of past sins, I would grab up Plautus in my hands. Finally returning to my senses, I began to read the Prophets again, but their literary style seemed so barbaric, so obnoxious. Unable to see the light, still I blamed the sun, not my eyes.
While the Old Serpent was ridiculing me like this, about the middle of Lent a fever
invaded my exhausted body, spread through the bloodstream, and though this might seem incredible ravished my wretched frame till nothing remained but skin and bones. 

                                                                       From St Jerome's letters II

Meanwhile, a funeral had been arranged. Gradually my whole body froze, life's vital warmth palpitating just a little bit in my throbbing breast. 
Suddenly I was transported in the spirit, and dragged before the court of a great judge. Light was so bright there, and so luminous was the radiance shining from those assembled around the judgment seat, that I flung myself to the ground, fearfully covering my eyes. 
Asked to identify myself, I replied that I was a Christian. 
This the Judge remonstrated. "Liar," He announced, "you are a Ciceronian, not a Christian. For where our treasure is, there is your heart also." 
On the spot, I became speechless. And while I was being whipped, according to His orders, the fires of conscience tortured me even worse. 
Muttering to myself over and over again the verse, "Who will remember you in the grave?" despite all my agony I managed to cry out, "Have mercy on me, O Lord, have mercy." 
Loudly the whip cracked, but my voice somehow was heard. Eventually the audience, falling at the knees of the Judge, beseeched Him to forgive my youth and afford an opportunity to repent. In the future, they continued, fitting punishment may be inflicted on Jerome if he ever again read the pagan authors. 
Amid such dreadful circumstances I would have been only too willing to promise much more than that; and so I took an oath, calling on His name: "O Lord, if I ever so much as possess secular books again, or if I ever read them, then Jerome has denied You."
Dismissed after this, I returned to the upper world; and there, to everyone's astonishment, I opened my eyes, which were so brimmed with tears that my distress convinced even the incredulous that the incident had really occurred. 

                                                   From St Jerome's Letters III

What had happened, my dear, was no mere curiosity of sleep, no illusory dream which so often deceives one. As witness I call on the court where I begged forgiveness, and on the judgment I dreaded so much. May I never again be brought before such an inquisition! And I swear, Eustochium, that my shoulders were black and blue: long after I awoke I suffered from bruises. 

From that moment I studied the books of God with greater attention than I had ever given to the writings of men.
One author writes of him "it was to the desert that Jerome himself went in his late twenties. (There is a memorable picture he gives of himself marching from Antioch into the wastes of the Chalcis, clad only in toga and sandals, freed of the burden of worldly possessions but weighted down almost to the point of staggering by
an enormous, enviable library strapped on his back.)" 

Top of Form

                                                 From St Jerome's Letters IV

 Scripture quoted by St. Jerome
  2 Corinthians 6: 14- 17 
Bear not the yoke with unbelievers. For what participation hath justice with injustice? Or what fellowship hath light with darkness?
And what concord hath Christ with Belial? Or what part hath the faithful with the unbeliever?
And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God; as God saith: I will dwell in them, and walk among them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
Wherefore, Go out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing.” 

Nolite iugum ducere cum infidelibus quæ enim participatio iustitiæ cum iniquitate aut quæ societas luci ad tenebras.
Quæ autem conventio Christi ad Belial aut quæ pars fideli cum infidele. 
Qi autem consensus templo Dei cum idolis vos enim estis templum Dei vivi sicut dicit Deus quoniam inhabitabo in illis et inambulabo et ero illorum Deus et ipsi erunt mihi populus propter quod exite de medio eorum.
Et separamini dicit Dominus et inmundum ne tetigeritis. 
                                           Some prayers perhaps relevant

Act of Reparation 
Leo XIII March 21, 1885
MOST glorious Virgin Mary, Mother of GOD, and our mother, look with pity upon us poor sinners, who, afflicted with so many miseries surrounding us in this life, feel ourselves cut to the heart by the many horrible insults and blasphemies which we are often constrained to hear uttered against thee, O Immaculate Virgin. 
Oh, how these impious sayings offend the infinite Majesty of GOD, and JESUS CHRIST his only begotten SON! How they provoke his anger, and give us cause to fear the terrible effects of his vengeance! If the sacrifice of our lives could avail against such outrages and blasphemies, very willingly would we make it, for we desire, most holy Mother, to love and honour thee with all our hearts, such being the will of GOD. And just because we love thee, we will do whatever lies in our power to make thee loved and honoured by all. And do thou, Mother of pity, supreme consoler of the afflicted, accept this act of reparation offered to thee, in our name and in the name of all our families, and on behalf of those who, not knowing what they say, impiously blaspheme thee; that so, by obtaining from GOD their conversion, thy glorious compassion, thy power, and thy great mercy may become more manifest, and they too may join with us in proclaiming thee blessed amongst women, the Immaculate Virgin, the most compassionate Mother of GOD. 
Ave Maria thrice. 

                              To whom have ye likened me or made me equal?
Is 40:25 And to whom have ye likened me, or made me equal, saith the Holy One? (et cui adsimilastis me et adæquastis dicit Sanctus?)

Prayer 
Leo XIII, December 19, 1885
O POWERFUL Virgin, who alone hast destroyed all heresies throughout the world, deliver the Christian world from the snares of the devil, and have compassion on the souls deceived by diabolical cunning, that laying aside all heretical guilt, the hearts of the erring may be converted and return to the unity of the Catholic Faith, through thy intercession with our LORD JESUS CHRIST thy Son, who liveth and reigneth with GOD the FATHER in the unity of the HOLY SPIRIT, GOD for ever and ever. Amen. 

                                                   Quis custodiet ipsos custodes

    Prayer 
    Leo XIII, July 3, 1886
O QUEEN of the most holy Rosary, in these times of brazen impiety, show forth thy power, with the signs which accompanied thy victories of old, and from the throne where thou art seated, dispensing pardon and grace, in pity watch over the Church of thy Son, his Vicar, and every order of the clergy and laity, suffering in grievous warfare. 
Hasten, O most powerful destroyer of heresy, hasten the hour of mercy, seeing that the hour of judgment is daily challenged by innumerable offences. 
Obtain for me, the lowest of men, kneeling suppliant in thy presence, the grace which may enable me to live a just life on earth, and reign with the just in Heaven, whilst with the faithful throughout the world, O Queen of the most holy Rosary, I salute thee and cry out: Queen of the most holy Rosary, pray for us. 
                                  Principes tenebrarum principes Ecclesiæ salutant

Thomas de Cantimpre writes that in Paris a devil told an ecclesiastic to preach to the clergy of that city, and to say that the princes of hell saluted and thanked some of them for having caused the damnation of an immense multitude of souls. ("Principes tenebrarum principes Ecclesiæ salutant. Læti omnes nos gratias eisdem referimus, quia, per eorum negligentiam, ad nos devolvitur totus fere mundus." De Apib. 1. i, c. 20)

Prayer to Our Lady. 
Leo XIII, May 9, 1895 
O GREAT Queen of Heaven, most pure Virgin, look, I beseech thee from thy throne with eyes of pity upon my tender age. How many insidious and seductive maxims are abroad, to rob me of the holy faith, which was infused into my soul in Baptism, in order to enlighten my understanding and render my will upright and holy! In how many ways do the evil examples of men, the various arts and endless displays strive with their alluring images to destroy the precious germs of virtue in my tender heart! O thou who wast chosen by the GOD of mercy to give to the world the REDEEMER of the human race, which had fallen victim to the insidious promises of the rebellious and crafty Lucifer, protect me from the malicious snares which he is ever laying for the regenerate children of Adam. O thou who didst receive me on Calvary as thy son, let me not succumb to the suggestions of evil passions, or fall a victim to the crafty enemies of my eternal salvation; let not the ministers of Satan, proud of the laurels they have already gained, acquire fresh courage and strength for bolder and more fatal schemes. O sweet and powerful Mother Mary, may I never be guilty of renewing by my sins the Passion of thy Son, my most loving REDEEMER, and of piercing thy most loving heart with sharp swords. May all my actions, O dear Mother, thanks to thy patronage, be ever directed to the glory of GOD and the salvation of my soul. Amen. 
Ave Maria thrice. 300 Days, once a day
                                Quidquid feceris, id sibi omnes faciendum putant."

      ST. GREGORY VII Prayer. Pius IX, February 4, 1873 
O INVINCIBLE defender of the liberty of the Church, by that fortitude which thou didst manifest, O glorious St Gregory, in maintaining her rights against the powers of earth and hell conspiring together, extend from heaven, we pray thee, thy powerful arm over the Church, to strengthen and defend her in the terrible warfare in which she is engaged at this very time. Above all, encourage in the bitter struggle the august Pontiff, who has inherited with thy episcopal chair some of the fearlessness of thine own heart, and obtain that he may see his pious efforts crowned by the triumph of the Church and the return of the wandering to the right path. By thy means let all the earth know, once for all, that it is in vain to do battle against that faith which has ever conquered and will ever conquer the world : "hæc est victoria quæ vincit mundum, fides nostra," "this is the victory which overcomes the world, our faith." This is the prayer which we with one mind and heart send up to thee, and we trust that after we have been heard on earth thou wilt summon us one day to join thee in heaven in the presence of the Eternal Pontiff, who with the FATHER and the HOLY SPIRIT liveth and reigneth for ever and ever. Amen. 
300 Days, once a day

St Alphonsus says:
St. Jerome made the same remark in a letter to a certain bishop: "Whatever you do, all will think they may also do." When they sin at the sight of the bad example of a priest, seculars, as Cæsarius has observed, say, "Do not also priests do such things?" St. Augustine puts the following words into the mouth of a secular: "Why do you reproach me? Are not priests doing the same? And you wish to force me not to do so?" St. Gregory says that when, instead of edifying the people, a priest gives scandal, he renders sin, in a certain manner, honorable rather than an object of horror. 
                                           St. John Cassian on Scripture

But as the renewal of our soul grows by means of this study, Scripture also will begin to put on a new face, and the beauty of the holier meanings will somehow grow with our growth. For their form is adapted to the capacity of man's understanding, and will appear earthly to carnal people, and divine to spiritual ones, so that those to whom it formerly appeared to be involved in thick clouds, cannot apprehend its subtleties nor endure its light. But to make this which we are aiming at somewhat clearer by an instance, it will be enough to produce a single passage of the law, by which we can prove that all the heavenly commands as well are applied to men in accordance with the measure of our state. For it is written in the law: "Thou shalt not commit adultery." Exodus 20:14. This is rightly observed according to the simple meaning of the letter, by a man who is still in bondage to foul passions. But by one who has already forsaken these dirty acts and impure affections, it must be observed in the spirit, so that he may forsake not only the worship of idols but also all heathen superstitions and the observance of auguries and omens and all signs and days and times, or at any rate that he be not entangled in the conjectures of words and names which destroy the simplicity of our faith. For by fornication of this kind we read that Jerusalem was defiled, as she committed adultery "on every high hill and under every green tree," Jeremiah 3:6. Whom also the Lord rebuked by the prophet, saying: "Let now the astrologers stand and save thee, they that gazed at the stars and counted the months, that from them they might tell the things that shall come to thee, "Isaiah 47:13 of which fornication elsewhere also the Lord says in rebuking them: "The spirit of fornication deceived them, and they went a whoring from their God." Hosea 4:12
We should not drink at the same time from the chalice of Christ and the bowl of devils. - St. Jerome 
