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FEBRUARY 2015/AUGUST 4, 2016
In the Indian Church, we do not have even a single official (Church-appointed) exorcist
This ministry receives letters and telephone calls from Indian Catholics living in the country as well as in the Gulf States who believe that they or their families have problems that require deliverance or even exorcism. They turn to me after searching the Internet for information and discovering my web site and my contact details. To the best of my knowledge, there is no officially appointed Church exorcist, not a Bishop or even a priest, in this country which has faithful who were born in or live under the influence of tribal and nature religions or Hinduism, etc. Apparently, the Church does not perceive any need for us to have exorcists.
Add to that those aspects of our inculturation initiatives that are quite frankly, “Hinduisation”.
In various articles and reports I have provided documentary evidence that for Catholics to violate the First Commandment (Exodus 20:1), “Thou shalt not have any strange Gods before me” is to open themselves to the influence of demons. Many Catholics, including clergy, will simply not accept this truth.
While for adherents of nature religions and Hinduism there is no such danger since they are by conscience and background following the only path that they know due to no fault of their own, it is not so for Catholics.
I have given solid information in several of my reports to back my stand (which is also that of others in the related ministries) that the consuming of temple prasada offered to pagan deities, the performing of Bharatanatyam dance and the practice of yoga are among the several causes for Catholics’ being afflicted by demonic oppression, obsession and worse.

The invasion of the Church by the New Age movement through personality typing tools like the Enneagram, various psychological techniques, the martial arts, eastern meditations and alternative therapies as well as the popularization of the occult and the esoteric through certain role-playing games, the Harry Potter phenomenon, etc. have further contributed to the need for people with the charism of deliverance and the conferring of anointing for exorcism.
There are two international organizations, the (AIE) International Association of Exorcists and the (IAD), the International Association for Deliverance. From 1994 to 2002 Fr. Rufus Pereira of Mumbai, India, was the vice-president of the AIE. In 1995 he founded the IAD, a parallel organisation, along with Fr. Gabriele Amorth, the then president of the AIE, which considered the growing number of people encountering interference by evil spirits and therefore the need for laypersons in the healing ministry and deliverance ministry. Fr. Rufus, though an exorcist of repute overseas, was discouraged and obstructed from conducting exorcism in India, and even on his home turf of Mumbai. 
When he initiated a series of seminars on Exorcism and Deliverance for the National Service Team of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in India, he was pressurized by the Church hierarchy to change its title to “Seminar on Healing and Deliverance” although the subject of healing never came up in the first seminar that I attended in Kaloor, Ernakulam in February 2004 which he delivered along with Fr. Larry Hogan, the chief exorcist of the archdiocese of Vienna (who succeeded Fr. Rufus as Vice President of the AIE in 2012). This was told to me personally by Fr. Rufus Pereira. The use of the term “exorcism” was strictly not allowed.
While there are no official exorcists in the country, there are a few priests conducting deliverance sessions. There are charismatic ministries in several cities claiming to be doing deliverance, and some of them may be having clearance from the local Ordinary, but the Church has not officially said anything about them.
UPDATE AUGUST 2016

Over the past 18 months since I first wrote this piece, I have continued to receive phone calls from people in my own city as well as from other States who believe that a loved one might be in need of deliverance (and maybe exorcism, who knows?), but there is no information that I can help them with; there is no Indian bishop, no priest in India who is officially charged with the ministries of either deliverance or exorcism.

Canon 1172 
§1. No one can perform exorcisms legitimately upon the possessed unless he has obtained special and express permission from the local ordinary.
§2. The local ordinary is to give this permission only to a presbyter who has piety, knowledge, prudence, and integrity of life.

Most regrettably, there are many untrained lay persons in the Charismatic Renewal who go about “delivering” people and homes supposedly demonically infested “in the name of Jesus”.

Given the pagan culture that we live in and that has been assimilated into the rituals of the Catholic Church in India, that there must be many Indian Catholics in need of deliverance and exorcism is beyond any doubt.

As I have constantly reported, institutionalized yoga, Surya Namaskar, the chanting of “Om”, the worship of the Hindu deity Ganesha (Ganapati), the Hindu flag pole or dwaja sthambam, the use of the tilak and bindi, the kuthuvilakku or oil lamp, the arati, Bharatanatyam dance and Carnatic music in the liturgy, leave alone rampant New Age alternative medicine promoted by many nuns (like the Medical Mission Sisters) cannot but result in infestation of Catholic homes and of cases of demonic oppression, obsession, and possession.
In several of my reports, I have included testimonies, including those of the late Fr. Rufus Pereira, exorcist, who encountered the demonic affectation of Catholics who participated in pagan (Hindu) ceremonies, rituals and even so-called “cultural” or “performing arts” such as Bharatanatyam dancing.
But, the Church holds that “Every diocese is supposed to have an appointed exorcist”.

Someone ought to inform that to the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (and the two other Conferences).

UPDATE AUGUST 2016

A priest speaks about demonic possession and exorcism
http://wdtprs.com/blog/2009/10/a-priest-speaks-about-demonic-possession-and-exorcism/ EXTRACT
Posted on 28 October 2009 by Fr. John Zuhlsdorf
A reader alerted me to the following in The Daily Illini. This concerns demonic possession and exorcism. […]
Every diocese is supposed to have an appointed exorcist. Sadly, this hasn’t been taken seriously in all times and places.
The new Rite for Exorcism is held by some to be inferior. However, the Congregation for Divine Worship said that the old Rite can be used. Furthermore, the older Rite of Exorcism is found in the pre-Conciliar Rituale Romanum.

Priests cannot, on their own, do exorcisms without permission of ecclesiastical authority. This is for everyone’s good! 

Laypeople: Do not! NOT! NOT EVERRRRRRRR attempt anything like an exorcism. If you have concerns about a person, go to a priest or the bishop after consulting medical and psychological professionals. If you are worried about your house or a place, talk to a priest. Use sacramentals such as Holy Water and blessed salt. Do NOT fool around with this stuff. This isn’t a joke.

Avoid things that might open you up to oppression by the Enemy, such as Tarot cards and Ouija boards and other things that might be taken to be "games". If you have those things destroy them NOW, not later.
Priests have the character that comes from Holy Orders: lay people do NOT. 

Be aware of these things without developing too great an interest.

A reader’s question and Fr. Zuhlsdorf’s response in bold:
Father, does that admonition to us laity include things like the Leo XIII Exorcism Prayer? Not over a person, but in general. I know some people advise it to chase off demons from one’s home. [I would stick with the shorter St. Michael Prayer and sacramentals. Invite the priest for more.]
A reader’s comment:
Now, if only we could get the Charismatic Renewal and others who are enamoured of “deliverance ministries” to take that injunction seriously (which is mandated by the CDF*, and the mandate was written by then-Cardinal Ratzinger!)! We are allowed–nay, urged and encouraged, and perhaps even morally obliged–to use deprecatory prayer (i.e. begging the help of God and the Saints, especially the Blessed Virgin), but imprecatory (i.e. “commanding”) prayer is forbidden to non-exorcists (e.g. “I command you, demon, in the Name of Jesus, to depart; I bind and cast you out, in His Name!”)
*INDE AB ALIQUOT ANNIS-ON THE CURRENT NORMS INVOLVING EXORCISMS
Other readers inform us:
1. From the Archdiocese of Toronto’s website:
“Exorcisms: The Archdiocese of Toronto does not have an exorcist nor does it perform the rite of exorcism.”
Guess there’s no evil here.

2. I attended a lecture given by Fr. Thomas Euteneuer of Human Life International. He also happens to be an exorcist. It was fascinating.
He said that the prayers of the Rite of Exorcism are powerful, but particularly so when prayed in Latin, i.e. these prayers are noticeably more agitating and repulsive to demons when spoken in Latin*. *See page x
An interview with Fr. Gabriele Amorth, the Church’s leading exorcist

http://www.boston-catholic-journal.com/an-interview-with-father-gabriele-amorth-the-church's-leading-exorcist.htm EXTRACT
By Giles Brandreth, The Sunday Telegraph, October 29, 2000

Fifteen years ago there were 20 church-appointed exorcists in Italy. Now there are 300.

The city of Rome has 6 exorcists.

"We need many more exorcists, but the bishops won't appoint them. In many countries - Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Spain there are no Catholic exorcists. It is a scandal. In England there are more Anglican exorcists* than Catholic ones."
*http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/terrifying-tales-real-life-exorcist-1914530, May 2013:
Eighty-two year old Reverend Tom Willis of the Church of England is the UK’s leading exorcist 
How a scientist learned to work with exorcists

https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2016/07/01/as-a-psychiatrist-i-diagnose-mental-illness-and-sometimes-demonic-possession/# EXTRACT
By Richard Gallagher, July 1, 2016
The United States is home to about 50 “stable” exorcists — those who have been designated by bishops to combat demonic activity on a semi-regular basis — up from just 12 a decade ago. (And there are 195 dioceses in the U.S.!)
http://www.sfweekly.com/sanfrancisco/return-of-the-devil-exorcisms-comeback-in-the-catholic-church-news-exorcism-catholic-church-archdiocese-of-san-francisco-father-gary-tho/Content?oid=4532164, March 2016:
Father Guglielmo Lauriola is one of 2 Catholic exorcists — priests whose official duty it is to perform the Solemn Rite of Exorcism, the formal casting-out of the devil or a demon from a Catholic's body and soul — living and working in the Archdiocese of San Francisco, which includes Marin and San Mateo counties as well as the city. 

Poland has about 3 exorcists per diocese.
The Exorcism ministry of the Archdiocese of Manila is even on the Internet:
Welcome to Archdiocese of Manila Office of Exorcism
http://exorcismphilippines.org/, http://exorcismphilippines.org/?p=142
The Archdiocese of Manila Office of Exorcism (AMOE) was established in 2006 in order to address the growing number of cases who need liberation from extraordinary demonic attacks/bondages.
Exorcism and Deliverance falls under the Ministry of the Sick. This entails a program that encompasses not only diagnostic procedures and the deliverance/exorcism itself, but must also include proper follow-ups and evaluations. The whole thrust of this ministry is to guide the afflicted person to grow in holiness by bringing him to an intimate relationship with Jesus.  This is the only real goal of the ministry and the success of the exorcism should be centered on this. This may entail exorcism prayers, guidance and counseling, evangelization of the person and his family, introduction to a community where the patient can find support and regular evaluation of progress in both his spiritual life and liberation.

The major focus of the ministry of liberation is to help the person make the proper response to the Lord’s call for a personal relationship. We aid others in taking responsibility for their lives. Prayer is the overall context of liberation.

Help Wanted: The Philippines Needs More Exorcists
http://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2015/07/30/424980005/help-wanted-the-philippines-needs-more-exorcists EXTRACT
July 30, 2015

"At any given time we have at the minimum 30 cases," says the 48-year-old Father Jose Francisco Syquia. "And we're only five exorcists."
Father Syquia leads a team of 4 priests who get additional assistance from volunteers: psychiatrists, doctors, lawyers and laypeople.
Given the number of cases he's juggling, Syquia recently sent a letter to the Philippine bishops’ conference asking that it send one resident exorcist to each of the country's 86 dioceses.
"[The] majority of them do not have exorcists or a team of exorcists that deal with these kinds of cases," says Syquia. "Therefore many of the Filipinos tend to go to the occult practitioners, what we call the faith healers, spiritists, etc."

UPDATE AUGUST 2016

Why Poland has 130 exorcists

http://www.ozy.com/fast-forward/why-poland-has-130-exorcists/64358
By Jörg Winterbauer, October 31, 2015

You can tell a lot about a country from what its citizens are reading. Take Poland. Sure, you’ve got popular daily newspaper Fakt and weekly magazine Polityka. And then there’s the monthly magazine Egzorcysta. Which means — and we’re not kidding — “The Exorcist.” It’s a primer on Satan and the fight against him, with articles mulling pressing issues such as: Can yoga open the door to the devil? (Yes.) Is Hello Kitty the work of Satan? (No.)

These days, Poland is widely known for popes and pierogis. Well, add exorcists to the list. Once as rare there as anywhere, demon expellers are having their day, with just one exorcist in the 1970s, 60 a decade ago and … 130 today. That’s roughly three exorcists per diocese. None of this is an accident: According to the Rev. Slawomir Sosnowski, a priest and exorcist who serves the Łódź Archdiocese, the Roman Catholic Church in Poland, in accordance with a 2008 Vatican decree, has been steadily appointing them to meet the country’s demand. And every trend needs a glossy magazine. In this case, Egzorcysta, which launched three years ago, now has a run of 40,000 copies per month.

Sosnowski’s theory for the steady growth in demand: Nowadays, people strive for self-development, he says, often not caring how they do it. “It could be with another religion or certain magic rituals. It can leave them open to evil.” Another possible explanation, albeit a slightly more cynical one, is that in Poland, the church issues dire warnings about Satan that scare more sensitive souls into thinking they are possessed. It is similar to how hypochondriacs only have to hear the symptoms to be convinced they have the sickness. Science has come up with yet another explanation: American psychologist Elizabeth Loftus discovered how books and films about exorcisms provoke hysterical reactions in some viewers and can even create false memories.

The Diocese of Warszawa-Praga provides one example of how the church allegedly whips up fear of Satan. It distributed a 60-point “Are you possessed?” questionnaire, including: Have you practiced yoga or martial arts? Have you spoken the names of other gods? Did you celebrate Halloween? Anyone answering one or more of the questions with a “yes” is considered in peril. (New York and San Francisco: You may need professional help.) The questionnaire is also bad news for movie fans, since it brands classics including Star Wars and Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom as “evil films” that make viewers susceptible to the devil. The music of John Lennon, Michael Jackson and Bob Marley? Will make you vulnerable to Satan. Everyone from Facebook users to other priests ridiculed the questionnaire. (The Warszawa Archdiocese did not reply to request for comment.)

Nevertheless, some of the Catholic media produced serious reports based on the controversial material. And Sosnowski says it’s actually in vogue among certain groups in Poland “to see evil everywhere.” As a result, fear gets exaggerated. Although Sosnowski firmly believes in the devil’s existence, he does not think every one of his clients is truly possessed. Most of them just need a conversation or a prayer, he says, adding that he also sends them to see therapists or psychiatrists. It is rare for an exorcist to think demons are the only thing torturing a client.
Signs that a person may be possessed, according to Malachi Martin’s 1976 book Hostage to the Devil: The Possession and Exorcism of Five Contemporary Americans, are “a peculiar revulsion to symbols and truths of religion” and things like terrible stench and cold, and the classic levitation. “The most dramatic and sensational signs of possession,” says author Benjamin Radford, research fellow with the nonprofit educational organization the Center for Inquiry, “have never been scientifically authenticated and only appear in movies like The Exorcist.” But Sosnowski says he has frequently experienced people throwing themselves to the ground and screaming furiously at him. It is why the priest never goes to perform an exorcism alone if the case is especially difficult. He does not want to restrain his clients with belts, like some exorcists in Italy are said to do, because he finds it too violent. Instead, he asks community members to restrain the person suspected of being possessed during the ritual, if necessary.

Sosnowski refuses to go into detail about such cases, saying only that he’s seen “unbelievable human suffering” in his 10 years as an exorcist. And he sees no contradiction between his work and that of a psychologist. He explains why his methods often go hand in hand with a therapist’s. If a person was badly hurt during childhood, it leaves them open to evil, he explains. Someone who needs help often needs therapy as well as prayers to release their demons.

Work like this seems to combine the practice of exorcism with 21st-century medicine and psychology. However, Egzorcysta’s content doesn’t indicate that every exorcist strikes the same balance. The latest issue of the magazine includes an interview with the Rev. Andrzej Kowalczyk, an exorcist from the Gdańsk Archdiocese. His pearls of wisdom include: “The rosary is a cannon [in the battle against evil spirits]” and “Entire political parties are possessed by Satan.” Kowalczyk even has an opinion about Germany, where he says Satan is on the rampage. To prove this point, he tells the story of a female acquaintance who felt very sick in Berlin but recovered as soon as she returned to Poland. And no wonder, since Germany is an infamous hotbed of … yoga. 
Defeating the devil: why exorcism in Australia is on the rise

http://www.smh.com.au/good-weekend/defeating-the-devil-why-exorcism-in-australia-is-on-the-rise-20150206-12uild.html 
By Peter Munro in the Sydney Morning Herald, February 7, 2015

Exorcism is on the rise worldwide, backed by no less a figure than Pope Francis. In Australia, Peter Munro meets some of our foremost demon wranglers, and people who say they've had their souls saved.
              

[image: image6.jpg]i METAMORPHOSE

I
A Catholic Ministry for Exposing the Truth about Alternative Medicine, the Occult in Reiki &
Pranic Healing and Orlental Spirtual Exercises of the New Age Movement
" queries and detailed information, please call on MICHAEL PRABHU.

MICHAEL PRABHU, #12, Dawn Apartments, 22, Leith Castle South Street, Chennal 600 028, INDIA.
inet  website : wiww.cphesians-511.net

FROMDARKNESS TOLIGHT  Phone : +91 (44) 24611606, ~e-mail : michaclprabhu@vs




“A whole world within”: Bishop Peter Elliott, of Melbourne, says Catholics believe that the battle with the Devil has been won, but that skirmishes continue within individuals. 
                                

The official exorcist for Sin City sits in a comfortable chair with his legs crossed, under a framed picture of Saint Mary MacKillop. He has bushy white eyebrows, a severe side part and eyes the colour of a cloudy day. He offers me a biscuit with my tea.

We are seated in a small, chilly room next to his Sydney suburban church, by a table covered in books on [exposing the dangers of the practices of –Michael] yoga and t'ai chi, and prayers sledging Satan as the bringer of death, root of all evil, accursed dragon, seducer of man and father of lies.

"We have a little chapel a few suburbs away we can use for exorcisms," the exorcist says, touching the tips of his fingers together as if in prayer. "I have holy water. I have a crucifix. I have a Bible. And I go through a variety of prayers, some to the Almighty himself, some to Satan or the satanic entity, demanding the demons leave. By the time you do all that, the best part of an hour has gone by."
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Facing demons: Father Barry May, a “freelance exorcist” from Perth, says, “I am a spook chaser. This is my speciality.”
                                
So you have talked to the Devil, I say.              

"Yes," he says. "But I have never heard a reply."

The exorcist is my entry point into the dark world of demon- chasing. It's where I'll meet an office assistant who was delivered of 43 devils and a young man who screams and spews into a bin while being freed of foul spirits. Some exorcists say they've never been busier combating modern-day evils; one recently met a 20-something who claimed to have sold his soul to Satan for fame.
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Elsa Bocxe, a deacon at the Full Salvation Fellowship, was rid of her desire to kill her mother-in-law
                                

Pope Francis's fixation with expunging the Devil - whom he believes is a real person - has helped raise the prominence of the practice. Last June, the Vatican formally recognised the International Association of Exorcists, a group of 250 priests in 30 countries co-founded by Italian priest Gabriele Amorth, who claims to have personally rid the world of 160,000 demons.

A spokesman for the association warned in October of an "extraordinary increase in demonic activity", citing the apparent growth in Satanic groups and occult practices.

The elderly priest I meet for tea was appointed the official exorcist for the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney in 2010 by Cardinal George Pell after attending a four-day seminar on casting out demons. He juggles the work with his other priestly duties.
It is little known that many Catholic dioceses have an official exorcist. "It is not a perfect world. We are trying to make it a little bit more perfect," the exorcist says, between biscuits.

He asks that I don't identify him, for fear of being "besieged by calls all day and all night" from the possessed. Many troubled souls are afflicted by mental illness, not demons, he says, and are more in need of a counsellor than religious cleansing.

Conducting an exorcism is a remarkably efficient process. Priests report possible cases of spiritual oppression or possession to the archdiocese head office, which then emails the exorcist the details. He refers each case to a psychologist for a preliminary assessment. Those cases that remain unexplained might warrant an exorcism, for which there is a set process and prayers to follow.

We move to the exorcist's office, so I might photocopy the pages of his Rite of Major Exorcism. The Rite requests the exorcist be "appropriately robed" in a white tunic and purple stole. He kneels if possible and lays his hands on the head of the afflicted. He shows them a crucifix and, "if appropriate", breathes on their face, bidding the Lord to drive out all evil "by the breath of your mouth". "It's a very deadpan kind of ceremony," the exorcist says

He seems determined to make exorcisms sound really dull. "I was called to a house one Sunday night and this woman was sitting in an armchair with her husband sitting on her, to keep her there, and she was making a kind of growling sound," he says. Yes, I say, getting excited. "But it turned out to be a case of hysteria. She was under great pressure at work."

The exorcist says the closest he's come to the Devil was when exorcising a young woman who was "somewhat comatose" after dabbling in reiki, a therapy based around energy flows. "The Devil was there in some form," he says. "Most likely not Lucifer himself but one or other of those fallen angels."

The Catholic Church warns that the popularity of practices such as reiki, t'ai chi and even yoga has opened a channel to more evil spirits than before. Consulting ouija boards or psychics might also cause spiritual torment, the Church says, along with watching Harry Potter or Twilight films.
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Elizabeth Ryan, who had 43 demons exorcised by Pastor Daniel Nalliah in 2008
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Elsa Bocxe, a deacon at the Full Salvation Fellowship, was rid of her desire to kill her mother-in-law
The apparent determination of the Devil surprises me. "Behind the material world is a whole world within, a world that so many are not aware of or pretend is not there," Melbourne Bishop Peter Elliott assures me later. "I know of a case of a woman who claimed she had an angel guiding her and she used to talk to this angel ... but it finally showed its true face and revealed it was a liar. It wanted control, power over her. She was on the way to possession; I'd say she was halfway there. But she got spiritual help and is now happy."

Elliott says he does "consultancy work" in the field of exorcisms: assessing people complaining of spiritual affliction and, on occasion, referring them to an exorcist for "specialist" help. "One friend of mine was doing an exorcism and he was thrown right across the sanctuary of the church and nearly broke his back on the altar's marble rail. In another case in a town where there was an exorcism going on, at the point where the entity was sent back where it belongs - into the abyss - the electrical system of the town blew up.
"But these are rare cases ... When I was a young priest people would send a few cases to me. One boy was schizophrenic; that taught me to be very careful here."

There is within every human being "a propensity to do wrong", Elliott adds, while sitting at home in Ormond with his Burmese cat "Lord" Justin on his lap. Catholics believe God has already defeated the Devil but that the threat from dark spirits lingers on. "The war is won but the spiritual combat within human beings still continues, because we are imperfect and live in an imperfect world," Elliott says. "The great battle is won. But the conflict continues."

The small church sits in Blacktown, western Sydney, on a suburban street of red-brick homes and blinds drawn shut at dusk. A man in shorts and thongs waters his lawn. A pram lies abandoned on the nature strip. Screaming and wailing sounds come from within the church as I approach the front door at 7.30pm. Pastor Gerald James ushers me in. "We have already started," he says.

Inside is a large, plain white room, with lines of blue chairs facing a stage filled with musical instruments. A young Korean man wearing a crumpled white T-shirt and dirty blue jeans sits in the front row, shaking his shoulders and growling through gritted teeth and spitting great globs of muck into a bin.

Ben Bockarie, James' assistant of sorts, thrusts his hands into the man's face and rails against the demons of insanity, suicide, murder and torment. "You are coming out!" he says. "Out! Out! Out!"

The young man screams and throws himself to the floor. He growls and shakes his leg like a dog being scratched, then vomits creamy white phlegm. He reaches for a roll of toilet paper to wipe his mouth. James dispatches him to the toilet to wash his face.

"We have been dealing with him for about a month," he tells me. The man is possessed by an unknown number of demons, he says. "He contacted us because he was being troubled by things that were tormenting his mind. He was seeing things, hearing voices."

James invited me along tonight to witness a "deliverance service" - which is essentially the same as an exorcism but sounds nicer. The young man returns from the loo looking dazed and confused and a little sad. He has thick black hair and the slightly slobby look of a computer programmer. "Who are you?" Bockarie says. "I'm the king. I'm the killer," he replies, in halting English. "Who do you want to kill?" The man points with a shaking finger to his own face.

For about four hours, I watch spiritual warfare rage. The battle is in turns shocking, silly and simply gross. At one point, the young man grips his stomach and vomits reddish bile into the bin. The spew is a demon being expunged from his body, James says. Each mucky drop represents a victory in Jesus's name.

James is smartly dressed in dark slacks and a pressed shirt, with a slight paunch and triumphant hair. He sits next to the young man and speaks in a low voice.

"Have you eaten dog?" he asks.

"Once, in a restaurant," the young man says.

"Did you eat a pig's head?"

"I might have."

"You bowed down and then you ate it?"

"I guess so, yes, it is possible."

James later tells me there are many ways demons might possess people, such as idolatry. His deliverance services are free, he says, but his ministry takes donations and business is good - in the past fortnight he has dealt with six cases of possession.

I am struck by the fact that we are in the suburbs of modern Australia, surrounded by brick homes and bare front lawns, and there is a man shrieking like a crazed clown while a religious figure struts about him, shouting: "Burn! Burn! Burn!"

But then it's strange how even the most bizarre thing can seem mundane after a while. It grows late and Bockarie's voice is hoarse. The young man is on the floor in the foetal position. I silently wish he would stop growling, so we can all go home.

James checks his watch.

"Have a wash," he says. The man mops up some muck from the carpet and walks to the bathroom. It is close to midnight.

I found Gerald James on the internet, where he promises that his Hope Ministries will set followers free "from the evil powers and torment of the Devil or demons". Also online is Brisbane-based Jewish exorcist Alex Telman, who tells me "demonic entities don't discriminate between religions".

In Perth, I speak to "freelance exorcist" Father Barry May, a retired Anglican priest who claims to have performed dozens of exorcisms over four decades. "I've been spat at, yelled at, grabbed at, sworn at, had people try to rip the crucifix off my throat, gouge my eyes out," he says. "The Exorcist was very Hollywood but at the same time there is a lot of truth in it."

I speak to one of his clients, a carpenter who's flown over from Sydney complaining of being tormented by spirits that cause pain all over his body. The problem started after he played with an ouija board, he says.

"I would like to think I am a normal, rational guy," says the carpenter. "I love the football and the cricket and a couple of beers after work. I live with my partner. I pay my taxes. But at times I feel like an energy is surging through my body that is not my own."

May says he is often "the last gasp" for people who find no respite from doctors or psychologists. "I'm a spook chaser," he says. "This is my speciality."

Specialist spook-chasing is on the rise around the world. In Italy alone, more than 500,000 people see an exorcist each year, according to Matt Baglio's book The Rite: The Making of a Modern Exorcist.
Exorcists believe the Devil comes in many guises: a whispering voice in the ear; an oppressive force feeding addictions to gambling, pornography or sex. In rare cases, the book says, the Devil takes temporary possession of a person's body and manifests in various ways: bodily contortions; unnatural strength; funny voices; an aversion to saying the name of Jesus or Mary.

The Rite says the demand for exorcisms is growing, citing cases of women vomiting huge quantities of human sperm or long black nails or live animals, such as crabs or scorpions (the possessed, the book says, are almost always female).

Associate professor Sarah Ferber, an expert in the history of exorcism at the University of Wollongong, says the emergence of a contemporary "cult of exorcism" is concerning. Exorcisms have been linked to 30 deaths in the past three decades, she says, including two in Australia in the 1990s, and the majority of victims were unwilling participants. "When the human body is seen as a cosmic battleground, women and children, in particular, are vulnerable."

In other cases, people might undergo an exorcism to rid themselves of bad habits or perceived character flaws. "For a lot of people it is a self-help thing - help me stop smoking, help me lose weight, help me stop being homosexual," Ferber says. "I fully accept people sometimes feel better afterwards and that's often pointed to as evidence of the reality of demons. But that doesn't prove God defeated the Devil. It might say something about that person's theology but it doesn't prove anything about whether God or the Devil exist."

Some people believe there is a demon lurking in every doorway: in every illness, mild discomfort and inconvenience. There is a lot of "junk" in the soul, Reverend Peter Hobson tells me later. "You just don't remove one unclean spirit from a person, you remove the whole kingdom of darkness and you keep going until you've got the lot."

He commands these spirits to go from a community centre in Crows Nest, Sydney, where his congregation has gathered for Sunday service. His roll call of demonic ailments takes about 10 minutes. "All pain and stiffness, arthritis, rheumatoid arthritis, osteoarthritis, we rebuke in Jesus's name. Bad cholesterol is to be gone in Jesus's name." He rebukes the demons of vertigo, diabetes, carpal tunnel syndrome and pinched nerve endings. Hernias, flu, coughs, cysts, asthma and emphysema are "to be healed in Jesus's name".

Is cancer also a demon, I ask? "It is an attack on God's design," he says.

Is homosexuality a demon? "Homosexuals have an unclean spirit that's distorted God's creation plan."

Is mental illness a demon? "Yeah, yeah," he says. "The enemy uses it to invade the mind. And the mind is a huge battleground."

The Australian Medical Association says treating mental illness as a demon that can be cast out is unscientific and potentially harmful. "When people suffering mental illnesses are seeking these sorts of spiritual remedies, in the vast majority of those cases they don't get better," says psychiatrist Choong-Siew Yong, a former president of the NSW branch of the AMA.

Peter Hobson's congregation gathers on Sunday afternoons for healing and deliverance. I arrive to find 40 people sitting in chairs or lying on the floor covered in bed sheets. Hobson, an Anglican priest with thinning grey hair and ragged teeth, says they are undergoing "spiritual surgery". Scattered about the room are ice-cream buckets, into which people keep coughing up phlegm. Others yawn loudly, which Hobson says is also a sign of a demon being expunged.

There are nibbles after the service. I chat to Elsa Bocxe, a deacon in Hobson's Full Salvation Fellowship, over cocktail frankfurts. "It's amazing how many demons are in our life," she says. "I've been delivered from lots and lots. But like a plant, it can grow big roots."

We meet again a fortnight later at Bocxe's apartment in Belmore, in south-west Sydney. Vases of silk flowers are on every surface. By her big-screen TV are three copies of the book Prayers That Rout Demons and Break Curses: Preparing to Engage the Enemy.

Bocxe started attending deliverance services almost 30 years ago to rid herself of bad thoughts about her then mother-in-law. "She was horrible to me," she says. "I experienced hate in my heart. I wanted her to die. I started dreaming about killing her."

In your dreams, I ask, how did you kill her? "Slowly," she says, laughing.

She is short and round and smiles often. She tells me the Lord has also delivered her from back pain and bad hay fever. Everything bad comes from Satan, she says. Trip on a crack in the footpath? "The enemy put an obstacle in front of you to hurt you," she says. Bus running late? "Hindrance spirit," she says. But couldn't the bus just be late? "Yes, it's possible," she says.

Something has troubled me since the Sunday service, I tell her. If cancer is a demon and someone dies of cancer, does that mean they were spiritually weak? "Maybe they have got angry with God because they were in pain," Bocxe says.

What about a sick baby. Are they to blame for their illness? "That's a typical unbeliever's question," she says.

She admits to feeling doubt at times, but blames that on the Devil, too. "You have to have faith. Unbelief is a horrible, disgusting demon."

I doubt anything but faith could instil such certainty. Today is Bocxe's 73rd birthday, so we walk towards the nearby leagues club, where she will celebrate alone over a Chinese lunch. I watch for cracks in the footpath on the way. We pass a taxi rank and there is one there waiting for me. "Look at that. You are blessed," Bocxe says. "Be good," she calls, as the taxi drives away.

Father Ken Barker, an authority on exorcisms, cautions against blaming the Devil for all that ails us. "You can sort of overplay the activity of evil and see everything as evil spirits at work. You don't want in any way to exonerate people by blaming Satan."
We meet on a quiet Monday in Canberra, at the headquarters of the Catholic Missionaries of God's Love. Barker is lean with bushy grey eyebrows, wearing a white shirt with a paper clip on his cuff to hold it in place. He says while ministering abroad recently, he met an 18-year-old man who claimed to have traded his soul with Satan in exchange for becoming famous.

"Within each of us there is a proneness towards and fascination with evil," Barker says. "One image I have for Satan is a dog on a chain. It has a perimeter it can run around. And if you are crazy enough to get inside the perimeter, then you get mauled."

"We see a world in turmoil. We live in a world full of deception, lies and corruption," reads a newsletter in the foyer of Catch the Fire Ministries, situated in an industrial area in Melbourne's outer south-east. Pastor Daniel Nalliah invites me up to his office to see a DVD. The big screen in the corner shows his deliverance of a woman he says came to him for help after fleeing a satanic cult. She looks like she is in her 50s but is probably younger. Nalliah says he doesn't know where she is now.

We watch her barking and screaming and thrashing about for 50 minutes. Five people hold her down on a plaid couch in a plain room with blue curtains. Nalliah squashes an open Bible against her face. A man in a green shirt, Nalliah's personal assistant, screams in her ear: "Out! Out! Go! Right now! LOOSE HER!"

The woman is wearing faded blue jeans and a fluorescent yellow T-shirt with the name of American rapper Eminem across it. "Certain music activates the demonic spirits," Nalliah tells me. I ask him if only Eminem is evil, or all rappers. "Not only rap music," he says. "There is AC/DC, too."

Nalliah says his senior minister in Sri Lanka nicknamed him "Triple D", for "Demon Delivering Danny". He lifts his phone to summon Elizabeth Ryan, who works in the office downstairs. She walks in with her husband, Darren, carrying photos of her own deliverance. Ryan, 53, has strawberry-blonde hair, blue eyes and a soft voice. What was it like having the Devil inside you, I ask. "It's not a nice feeling. It's like that depression feeling: sorrowful, sad, angry, all those negative emotions."

The photos show her lying on the floor with four people holding her down. Projected on the screen behind her are the words: "Oh, the blood of Jesus. It washes white as snow." I flick to the last photo: she stands with her face red and hair matted with sweat. She has a beautiful big smile on her face.

On that Wednesday night - July 2, 2008 - she says she was freed of 43 demons that had entered her as a result of emotional trauma, perhaps sparked by the death of her twin sister as a child. She hands me a typed "healing testimony" in which she gushes about her deliverance. At the end of one sentence I count 151 exclamation marks. "I felt like I had been totally washed inside, scrubbed like a new baby," she tells me. She had been depressed after struggling to conceive a child with Darren, and she also had elbow pain. That night, she says, she went home and burnt her antidepressants and threw away her arm braces.

She seems sincere and I can't help but feel happy for her. Life is good, she says. "Yeah, you have your ups and downs - everybody does - but on the whole I feel a whole lot better about everything," she says.

She looks over at Darren. "We still had some issues in our marriage and had to go through some counselling and we're getting to a better place."

They met at a different church, where both played in the band. Darren recalls seeing "this nice-looking blonde girl up on the keyboard". They now live in a three-bedroom brick house with a big backyard and three cats. Later, as they walk me to the door, Ryan asks if she might pray for me. I don't think I have any demons, I say, but then it's hard to tell. "It is," she says. "Even afterwards I thought, 'Do I have them? Do I not?' "

Then she corrects herself. "You know when you have. God will reveal it."

She places her hand on my shoulder, closes her eyes and asks the Lord to touch me and bless me and help me to write this article. I will do my best, I say.
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Catholic Church's Top Exorcist Claims He Rid World of 160,000 Demons
http://www.christianpost.com/news/catholic-churchs-top-exorcist-claims-he-rid-world-of-160000-demons-96794/
By Leonardo Blair, May 28, 2013

The Catholic Church's top exorcist, who claims to have sent 160,000 demons back to hell, says he wants Pope Francis to allow all priests to start performing the ritual to deal with a rising demand for exorcisms from the faithful.
Father Gabriele Amorth, 88, who also heads the International Association of Exorcists, told The Sunday Times that he will ask Pope Francis to allow all priests the right to do exorcisms without the church's approval. According to the report, priests currently need special approval from their bishop to perform the rite and it is rarely granted.

"I will ask the pope to give all priests the power to carry out exorcisms, and to ensure priests are properly trained for these starting with the seminary. There's a huge demand for them," said Father Amorth.

He explained that he was inspired to make the request after watching Pope Francis perform what he insists was an exorcism on a man "possessed by four demons" in St. Peter's Square.

"The pope is also the Bishop of Rome, and like any bishop he is also an exorcist," Amorth reportedly told La Repubblica newspaper. "It was a real exorcism. If the Vatican has denied this, it shows that they understand nothing."

"There was now, more than ever, a need for exorcists to combat people possessed by 'sorcerers' and 'Satanists,'" he noted in that report.
An 84-page update of exorcism rites compiled in 1614 and drawn up in 1998 stipulates how Catholic priests trained as exorcists should operate. According to the guidelines established by the church, they have to follow a ritual known as "De exorcismis et supplicationibus quibusdam," or "Of exorcisms and certain supplications."

Amorth explained that Pope Francis' exorcism on May 19 helped to balance the growing atheism in the world where people don't believe in the Devil anymore.

"We live in an age in which God has been forgotten. And wherever God is not present, the Devil rules," said Amorth.

"Today, unfortunately, bishops don't appoint sufficient exorcists. We need many more. I hope that Rome will send out directives to bishops around the world calling on them to appoint more exorcists."

Amorth is also an outspoken critic of yoga and Harry Potter books and dismissed them as ungodly hobbies.

"Practicing yoga brings evil as does reading Harry Potter. They may both seem innocuous but they both deal with magic and that leads to evil," he said. In addressing Harry Potter, he said: "People think it is an innocuous book for children but it's about magic and that leads to evil. In Harry Potter the Devil is at work in a cunning and crafty way, he is using his extraordinary powers of magic and evil."

"Satan is always hidden and the thing he desires more than anything is for people to believe he does not exist," he noted. "He studies each and every one of us and our tendencies towards good and evil and then he tempts us."
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…And a surprise from the otherwise decidedly liberal Pope Francis:

Pope Francis and Exorcism: How He's Brought the Practice Back To the Modern Catholic Church
http://www.ibtimes.com/pope-francis-exorcism-how-hes-brought-practice-back-modern-catholic-church-1884000 

By Dennis Lynch, April 15, 2015
Pope Francis is being credited for a recent revival in interest in exorcisms among the faithful and Catholic clergy, a practice that until his appointment as pontiff was largely taboo in modern Catholicism. Dioceses across Europe and Latin American in particular have seen an uptick in the number of reported possessions and many have responded with increased training.
Francis does not shy from mentioning the Devil, unlike his modern predecessors. In his addresses, he often warns about the devil’s temptations and educates Catholics on how to avoid them. Francis and the Vatican are endorsing a weeklong exorcism conference at the Pontifical University of Regina Apostolorum in Rome being attended by 160 priests from around the globe, according to Catholic Online.

Devil possessions are said to take many forms. In some cases, those said to be possessed obsess over an object or task; in other cases the victim will appear to speak in forgotten languages. The practice of exorcism isn't a strict set of actions or prayers, but rather allows the exorcist to use what pre-approved methods are needed to free a person from a possession. In order to be a legitimate exorcism, one only needs to be approved by relevant church authorities and be performed by an individual of complete faith.

“This generation, and many others, have been led to believe that the devil is a myth, a figure, an idea, the idea of evil,” Francis said in a Mass just before Halloween last year. “But the devil exists and we must fight against him.”

Father Cesare Truqui, a Switzerland-based exorcist, told the Telegraph that a third of calls received by Catholic officials in Rome are requests for exorcisms. Officials in Rome have responded accordingly, training more of their priests for exorcisms. Their counterparts across Italy, in the U.K. and in Spain have seen a similar resurgence in interest and also have offered more training to priests.

Francis himself performed what many people called an exorcism on a young man in the middle of St. Peter’s Square, but the Vatican denies that characterization. Francis was seen putting his hands on the man’s head and saying a prayer, which was met with deep heaving and shaking from the man. The Vatican said he didn’t intend to perform an exorcism, and “simply intended to pray for someone who was suffering who was presented to him.”

The Return of the Exorcists
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Item/3800/the_return_of_the_exorcists.aspx
By Alessandra Nucci, April 8, 2015

With papal recognition of an international group of exorcists comes a renewed interest in their ministry and role in the pastoral work of the Church.
“These are the signs that will be associated with believers: in my name they will cast out devils; they will have the gift of tongues, they will pick up snakes in their hands and be unharmed should they drink deadly poison; they will lay their hands on the sick, who will recover.” (Mark 16:17-20)                         
Today exorcists are known more for how they are portrayed in movies than for their actual ministry. In 1991, there were only 12 of them banding together here in Italy. Since then, their association has become international, their ranks have multiplied, and the International Association of Exorcists (IAE) now numbers some 300 members from 30 different countries. Bishops, generally speaking, have become more attentive.

Pope Francis, from the outset of his pontificate, has spoken frequently and explicitly about spiritual warfare, depicting the spiritual life as a struggle against the devil and taking every opportunity to warn the faithful to be constantly on their guard against the wiles of Satan. “The devil also exists in the 21st century,” the Holy Father stated a year ago, “and we need to learn from the Gospel how to battle against him.”
In June 2014 the Church’s exorcists—arguably the most isolated category of clerics, saddled with the most thankless ministry—received official recognition by the Holy See, which conferred on the International Association of Exorcists the status of a pontifical entity.

“The letter from the Congregation for the Clergy was signed on June 13th, the feast day of St. Anthony of Padua,” said Father Francesco Bamonte, president of the IAE, “but it reached my hands on the 28th, the anniversary of the second apparition in Fatima and the feast day of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.” Father Bamonte belongs to the order of the Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary and, like his fellow exorcists, attaches great importance to the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, associated in Scripture with her Son’s struggle against the Evil One. “At the very moment that I opened the envelope and started reading it out loud to the others who were with me,” he said, “the 12 o’clock noon bells started pealing, doubling our joyful emotion of the moment and bringing home to us a sense of Mary’s powerful intercession.”
Last October the 12th bi-annual International Convention of Exorcists hosted 285 participants from five continents; 11 European countries were represented (the majority were Italians, along with 16 Lithuanians, 15 Englishmen, 10 Frenchmen, and smaller groups from Germany, Ireland, Portugal, Austria, Poland, Denmark, and Sweden), as well as the United States (with three participants), Latin America (12 participants), Africa (four participants), and Asia (one participant each from South Korea and the Philippines).
The number of licensed exorcists in the world is much higher than the number that convened in Rome, but by all accounts it is still quite small. The highest number is in Italy, which boasts about 250 exorcists, followed by Poland, with about 120, and France, with about 100.

So what do hundreds of exorcists do when they meet together? These conferences, closed to outside observers, are dedicated to fellowship and sharing experiences, reflections, and proposals, but they center on round-the-clock prayer: morning lauds, Mass, the Rosary, Eucharistic adoration, vespers. “Our task is to create the circumstances in which seasoned exorcists can give others the benefit of their experience, in order to inform and train more and younger exorcists in the world,” said Dr. Valter Cascioli, a layman, psychiatrist, and spokesman for the IAE. “To do this we also try to create an awareness of the need in the entire Church. At times we have been confronted by skepticism, but today we have the support of our pastors. Our meeting last year received messages of well-wishing from, among others, the Holy Father, from Cardinal Vallini, the Pope’s vicar for the Diocese of Rome, and from the cardinal of Seoul.”

At the 2014 convention, it was an apostolic blessing from Pope Francis that set the tone. Delivered by Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro Parolin, it directly referenced Christ’s injunction to his disciples to cast out demons (Mk 10:8), and encouraged the gathered exorcists “to carry out their particular ministry manifesting the love and embrace of the Church to those who suffer because of the Evil One.” This directed the focus of their gathering on the theme of love and compassion: working to understand how to better alleviate the pain of those suffering from a diabolical vexation or possession.

World-renowned exorcist Father Gabriele Amorth, founder of the IAE, made an appearance at the start of the conference, addressing the participants with his customary joviality and pointing out that he, at 90 years old, is living proof that you can live a long and fruitful life even if you take on the devil.

The IAE celebrated the pontifical recognition of their group by adopting an official hymn. Composed by Father Alfonso Santoriello and based on the words of Psalm 68, it encourages the “children of the light” to carry on their spiritual battle against the “partes adversae,” repeating the war cry that Moses and the chosen people raised up every time they carried the Ark of the Covenant into the desert (Numbers 10:35).

The IAE is also working on the biographies of intercessors and potential patron saints of their ministry. One is well-known Servant of God Candido Amantini (1914-92), a Passionist priest who for 36 years was chief exorcist in Rome, and who mentored Father Amorth. Another is Blessed Francisco Palau (1811-72), a 19th-century Spanish Carmelite priest who struggled to revive the ministry of exorcism and reclaim for it the central position it had held within the pastoral activity of the Church before the Enlightenment era.

In the universal Church, up until the fourth century, exorcisms were a part of normal pastoral work. This is still the case in the Orthodox Churches but in the West—where there has always been a strong tendency to regulate everything, partly due to the heritage of Roman law—exorcisms began to be done as a part of an official ceremony. By the year 416 Pope Innocent had stipulated that exorcisms could be administered only with a bishop’s authorization. This was intended to protect the faithful from being taken in by magicians or frauds. 
Notwithstanding these cautionary restrictions, for more than a thousand years, up until the 12th century, priests in both the East and West carried out their exorcisms on a full and peaceful scale. Exorcists were usually readily available, so that troubled souls had no difficulty in finding help. Elder exorcists schooled younger priests by having them assist at exorcisms.

The 13th century marked the start the age of “witch hunts”; people suffering from demonic harassment or possession were sometimes persecuted and could even end up being burned at the stake. In an essay on the ministry of exorcisms carried out in the Church (“L’esorcismo come ministero esercitato nella Chiesa”, Vita Pastorale, January 1998), Father Amorth described those centuries as characterized by “the collapse of all pastoral and juridical justice.” A turning point came in 1252, when Pope Innocent IV authorized the torture of heretics. An indicator of the contemporary climate of opinion can be seen in John XXII’s decision, in 1326, to include witches in the Inquisition. According to Father Amorth, worse came to worst from about 1560 to 1630, when many problems were seen in the light of the demonic (although “witch hunts” involved Protestant nations more often than Catholic ones).

There ensued a reaction against the sometimes violent and deadly methods of the Inquisition. Torture was called off in the 18th century, but exorcisms were not reinstated within the realm of normal Church activity. 
On the contrary, there was a growing denial of the very existence of the devil and demonic activity. People increasingly referred to a generic evil, rather than to the Evil One, who thus came to be seen no longer as a person, but rather as a metaphor or an abstract concept. Logically, the next step was doing away with exorcisms altogether.

Exorcists gradually began to disappear from the Catholic world, despite the fact that many saints are recorded as having freed people who were possessed. From the third century up until 1972, the order of exorcist was one of four minor orders conferred upon all men preparing to be ordained as Catholic priests. “Now, however, in many dioceses the ministry of exorcism has died out,” confirms Father Duarte Sousa Lara, a diocesan priest from Portugal who served his apprenticeship as an exorcist with Father Amorth in Rome. “And there are priests who simply don’t believe that the devil even exists; they prefer to consult a pseudo-science such as parapsychology, rather than having recourse to the faith handed down over the centuries.”

Father Duarte traces the roots of this unbelief back to the 18th century, when scientific development engendered an absolute faith in the capacity of human reason to know all truth, without need of divine revelation. “This extreme view of rationality,” he points out, “has unfortunately spread even to some seminaries, many of which include in their curricula the heresies of German Evangelical theologian Rudolf Bultmann, who taught that ‘now that the forces and the laws of nature have been discovered, we can no longer believe in spirits, whether good or evil.’”

“Today, in this age of neopaganism, the need [for exorcists] is ever greater,” says Father Duarte. “But to spread this ministry we need to attract the attention of more young priests. Sometimes bishops want to appoint someone but they can’t find anyone willing. Other times there are those who are willing but don’t get appointed.”

Until recently there have been only a few exorcists in the United States, but the bishops are currently having dozens of priests schooled in this ministry at specialized centers. In the Protestant world there is no dearth of exorcists, especially among Evangelical and Pentecostal communities. In some Catholic circles there are those—priests and even, in some situations, lay people—who recite prayers of deliverance not simply for the victim of demonic activity but directly rebuking an evil spirit.

All of this is aimed at the restoration of health and spiritual life, so that those who have suffered from oppression and possession can be restored to full communion. “Even the demonic powers, which are hostile to man, stand powerless before the intimate union of love that exists between Jesus and whoever receives him in faith,” said Pope Francis in a November 2013 homily. “This reality of the faithful love that God has for each one of us helps us to face life’s daily journey, which sometimes passes quickly and at other times is slow and laborious, with serenity and strength.”
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